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HAD   EFFECTS   OF   BREATHING    IMPURE   AIR. 

BV    DK.    ELMORK. 

Notwithstanding  the  various  inventions  and  improvements  which  dis- 
tinixLiish  the  aire  we  live  in,  it  is  lamentable  to  observe  what  little  atten- 
tion  has  been  paid  to  the  ventilation  of  apartments  in  which  we  are  destined 
to  pass  the  greater  portion  of  our  lives,  and  in  which  a  constant  and  well- 
regulated  supply  ol"  the  element  we  breathe  is  so  essential  to  mental  en- 
joyment, as  well  as  the  sustention  and  prolongation  of  life. 

This  inattention  can  only  be  accounted  for  either  by  the  want  of  edu- 
cation in  the  major  part  of  that  class  of  persons  who  call  themselves 
builders,  and  who  content  diemselves  with  executing  their  work,  and  get- 
ting it  o(F  their  hands  with  as  little  expense  and  loss  of  time  as  possible ; 
or  an  apprehension,  on  the  part  of  those  who  aspire  to  the  more  elevated 
designation  of  architects,  that  the  introduction  of  anything  new  would 
expose  them  to  the  charge  of  a  want  of  taste,  or  of  that  acquaintance 
with  the  style  of  the  ancients  to  which  it  is  the  lashion  so  strictly  to  ad- 
here, imitation  being,  in  their  opinions,  more  deserving  of  commendation 
than  originality  of  design,  or  a  desire  to  meet  the  improvements  of  the 
age;  and  fashion,  of  more  importance  than  health.  If  they  construct 
our  doors  and  windows  in  so  su})erior  a  manner  as  to  exclude  every  possi- 
ble particle  of  air,  they  flatter  themselves  with  having  attained  an  advan- 
tage to  whicii  the  inhabitants  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome  did  not  aspire; 
and  when  they  arrive  at  that  degree  of  perfection  which  will  enable  them 
to  exclude  this  element  altogether,  they  will,  no  doubt,  be  entitled  to  an 
increased  meed  of  praise  from  medical  practitioners,  heirs-at-law,  under- 
takers, &:c.  They  should,  however,  recollect,  in  their  apparent  anxiety 
for  imitation,  that  the  ancient  architects  of  warmer  climates  did  not  over- 
look the  necessity  of  a  free  admission  of  air ;  and  also,  that  a  constant 
supply  and  free  circulation  of  this  element  is  as  necessary  for  sustaining 
life,  as  a  given  quantity  for  the  combustion  of  the  fuel  we  require  to  warm 
our  apnrtments:  our  builders,  nevertheless,  only  provide  for  the  latter,  as 
if  the  former,  although  the  more  important,  was  of  minor  consideraiion  ; 
or,  that  they  conceived  the  chimney-draught  snfTicient  for  both  purposes, 
when  in  reality  it  does  not  answer  that  for  which  it  is  principally  intended  ; 
as  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  heat  generated  in  our  open  fire-places 
is  carried  up  the  chimney  by  sharp  currents  of  air  from  occasional  open- 
ings of  doors,  or  such  crevices  as  it  may  force  its  way  through,  it  is, 
moreover,  frequendv  productive  of  seriou?  bodily  injuries,  particularly  to 
'l 
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those  of  delicate  frames  ;  whiU;  it  cannot  be  sufficient  for  liie  purposes 
of  wliolesoiue  ventilation,  this  air  heing  colder  than  that  already  in  ihe 
room,  is  consequently  of  greater  specific  gravity,  and  must  forni)  a  lower 
stratum,  not  unfrequently  felt  by  tliose  placed  round  the  fire,  suirering 
frou)  an  undue  proportion  of  heal  at  one  side  and  of  cold  at  the  other. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  openings  of  our  fire-places 
being  seldom  more  than  three  or  four  feet  from  the  floor,  the  upper  stratum 
of  air  which  we  breathe  is  neither  removed  nor  purified  by  this  under  cur- 
rent, and  must,  from  being  breathed  over  and  over  again,  be  productive 
of  most  prejudicial  effects,  and  that  the  contamination  of  this  atmosphere 
is  considerably  augmented  at  night  by  the  combustion  of  lighls.  It  has 
been  ascertained  that  the  quantity  of  air  breathed  by  an  ordinary-sized 
person  is  about  two  thousand  cubic  feet  per  hour;  and  that  two  mould 
candles  consume  as  much  of  the  oxygen  of  this  air  as  a  human  being ; 
and  that  the  nitrogen  and  carbonic  acid  gas  which  remain  are  peculiarly 
inimical  to  animal  life,  and  that  when  cairied  up  liy  the  currents  occa- 
sioned by  combustion  and  respiration,  they  form  an  upper  stratum  where 
they  remain,  and  must  be  repeatedly  insi)ired  before  they  niake  their  es- 
cape into  the  chimney,  the  only  ventilating  flue  with  which  cur  houses 
are  provided. 

It  should  also  be  observed,  that  the  heat  thus  generated  is  in  jiroportion 
to  the  quantity  of  oxygen  abstracted  from  the  atmosphere,  which  enters 
into  combination  with  ihe  caiburetted  hydrogen  of  the  flanie  of  candles, 
coal-gas,  oil,  or  other  inflammable  matter,  from  which  light  is  produced. 
That  every  cubic  foot  of  carburetted  hydrogen  consumed  unites,  on  an 
average,  with  two  cubic  feet  of  oxygen  (that  portion  of  the  atmosphere 
required  to  support  animal  life)  ;  and  that  the  product  oi'  this  combustion  is 
about  two  and  a  half  inches  of  water  and  one  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  which, 
when  inhaled  in  its  pure  state,  proves  instantly  fatal  ;  and  the  greater  the 
proportion  we  inhale,  in  addition  to  the  vapors  evolved  from  the  lungs 
and  skin,  the  more  pernicious  the  effect. 

Supposing,  for  example,  that  the  perfect  lighting  of  an  ordinary-sized 
apartment  requires  fifteen  cubic  feet  of  carburetted  hydrogen  per  hour, 
this  would  form  about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water,  and  fifteen  cubic  feet  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  ;  for  whenever  carburetted  hydiogen  gas  is  burned  with 
oxygen,  or  atmospheric  air,  these  are  the  products  of  the  combustion, 
whether  the  carburetted  hydrogen  is  obtained  from  wax,  tallow,  oil,  or 
coal.  If,  therefore,  this  lighting  continues  in  an  unventilated  apartment 
for  seven  hours,  one  gallon  of  water  is  produced,  the  greater  part  of  which 
will  be  deposited  on  the  walls,  windows,  furniture,  polished  metal,  or  other 
cold  surfaces  with  which  it  comes  in  contact ;  and  to  some  articles  of  this 
nature  it  is  known  to  prove  highly  prejudicial,  in  addition  to  the  injury  to 
health  occasioned  by  an  increased  quantity  of  moistuie,  mixed  with  the 
air  we  breathe.  As  one  of  the  principal  functions  performed  by  this  air 
for  the  preservation  of  health,  is  to  carry  off  with  it  a  considerable  quan- 
tity ot  vapor,  in  order  to  prevent  its  undue  accumulation  in  the  lungs,  it 
is,  therefore,  evident,  that  after  it  has  been  already  so  loaded  it  cannot 
properly  perform  these  functions,  and  that  consumption  and  other  com- 
plaints are  thus  frequently  induced. 
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The  prejudicial  clli'cts  of  carbonic  acid  "^as  (wlTudi  is  the  same  as  the 
tdu)k('-dam|)  of  iiThkn)  as  well  as  (he  nitr();j;eii  ol  the  air,  which  is  set  free 
by  the  al)siracti()n  of  I  he  oxygen  (and  amounts  in  quantity  to  four  limes 
I'lial  of  the  oxygcMi),  are  well  known,  and  ought  by  all  possible  means  to 
be  provided  ai^ainst.  This  has  been  attended  to  within  the  last  few  y(rars 
in  our  public  hospitals,  and  the  mortality  in  consecjuencc  considerably  de- 
creased ;  and  likewise  in  several  of  our  manufactories  and  public  estab- 
lishni(»nls,  where  the  diseases  generated  by  the  number  of  persons  con- 
gregiited  in  such  establishments  have  been  proportionably  diminish(id.  In 
the  House  of  Commons,  also,  where  hundreds  of  members,  with  hun- 
dreds of  candles  burning  at  night,  tended  so  much  to  vitiate  the  atmos- 
phere, important  improvements  in  lighting,  as  well  as  ventilation,  have  been 
recently  mad(^ ;  but  in  our  domestic  establishments  little  or  no  attention 
has  been  |)aid  to  this  important  subject,  and  the  foundation  of  a  variety 
of  diseases  must  be  the  result,  particularly  from  the  foul  air  breathed  at 
balls,  or  other  ci'owded  assemblies. 

'J'he  confinement  of  air  in  our  churches  and  places  of  public  worship 
must  also  be  highly  prejudicial,  as  we  are  frequently  exposed  to  an  atmos- 
phere, on  entering  one  of  these  edifices  in  the  summer  months,  ten  or  fif- 
teen degrees  below  that  of  the  external  air,  independent  of  the  stagnant 
state  in  which  it  has  been  allowed  to  remain  during  a  whole  week,  often 
vitiated,  in  a  greater  degree,  by  the  gaseous  matter  evolved  from  human 
remains;  and  even  in  private  houses  much  inconvenience  is  experienced 
from  the  stagnant  state  of  the  atmosphere  in  close  and  gloomy  weather, 
as  the  entire  basis  of  ventilation  depends  on  the  possibility  of  producing 
a  constant  circulation  as  well  as  supply  of  this  element.  Close  stoves 
are  also  objectionable  when  made  of  iron,  and  heated  to  a  certain  tem- 
perature, as  oxide  of  iron  is  produced  by  the  powerful  attraction  of  that 
metal  for  oxygen,  and  the  l"ormation  of  ammoniacal  gas  by  the  mixture 
of  the  nitrogen,  which  remains,  with  hydrogen,  acting  on  our  bodies  and 
olfactory  nerves. 

J3ut  if  stoves  were  constructed  of  masonry  throughout,  as  in  many 
other  countries,  or  of  fire-tiles,  or  porcelain  plates,  imbedded  in  mortar, 
with  well-regulated  flues,  they  would  be  far  preferable  to  open  fire-places; 
this  substitution  of  imperfect  conductors  of  heat  being  not  only  consistent 
with  the  soundest  principles  of  economy  in  the  preservation  of  heat,  and 
its  more  uniform  distribution  through  apartments,  but  more  conducive  to 
health  than  bringing  the  air  in  contact  with  iron  stoves  or  pikes.  Our 
desire,  however,  for  polished  metals  in  almost  every  department  of  our 
domestic  appendages,  united  to  the  interests  of  die  furnishing  ironmongers, 
to  whom  these  matters  are  usually  left,  must  operate,  in  no  small  degree, 
in  determining  the  prevailing  taste  for  this  commodity.  Porcelain  stoves 
.may,  nevertheless,  be  made  sufficiently  ornamental  for  those  who  prefer 
heakh  to  fashion  ;  and  when  apartments  are  provided  with  well-regulated 
apertures  and  flues  through  their  ceilings  into  the  adjoining  chimneys,  to 
carry  olT  the  air  vitiated  by  respiration  and  combustion,  a  sufficient  de- 
gree of  heat  may  be  obtained  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  that  element, 
without  which  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  health. 

The  healthy  appearance  of  those  who  pass  the  greater  part  of  their 
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lime  in  the  open  air,  sufficiently  indicates  its  advantages.  Armies  are  also 
well  known  to  have  greater  numbers  on  the  sick-list  when  well  housed, 
and  what  is  considered  comfortably  settled  in  quarters,  than  when  exposed 
in  a  campaign  to  the  vicissitudes  ot"  the  season  for  weeks  and  monihs, 
without  any  other  covering  than  the  canopy  of  heaven,  or  occasionally  of 
a  tent  or  hut,  or  the  shade  of  a  tree.  Tliese  facts  ought  to  satisfy  us  tiiat 
we  should  admit  the  air  as  freely  as  j)ossible,  and  provide,  at  the  samt; 
time,  for  its  escape  through  the  ceilings  of  our  apartments  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,  as  the  temporary  and  often  imaginary  inconvenience  of  a 
little  cold,  when  compared  with  the  decided  disadvantages  of  breathing 
impure  air,  is  by  far  the  lesser  evil. 

Where  ventilation  in  large  establishments  or  public  buildings  can  only 
be  obtained  by  artificial  means,  it  is  produced  by  pumping  air  in,  or  draw- 
ing it  out,  by  a  fan  worked  by  steam,  or  other  adequate  power,  and  afford- 
ing it  the  means  of  free  circulation,  either  cooled,  heated,  or  in  its  natural 
state,  through  well-regulated  apertures  in  the  floors,  walls  or  ceilings  ;  and 
in  coal-mines,  by  flues  or  shafts,  in  which  constant  currents  of  air  are 
maintained  by  the  combustion  of  fuel  or  coal-gas.  This  system  might 
also  be  easily  introduced  into  houses  already  built  by  means  of  the  exist- 
ing chimneys,  but  with  still  greater  facility,  if  our  architects  and  builders 
were  to  direct  their  attention  to  these  points  when  erecting  new  ones. 

The  importance  of  this  subject  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  by 
scientific  men  of  considerable  eminence,  without  attracting  that  attention 
which  would  have  been  the  means  of  preventing  many  persons  from  be- 
ing imperceptibly  hurried  to  an  untimely  end.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be 
hoped  that  the  powerful  engine  of  the  press  will  continue  to  lend  its  aid 
in  exposing  these  evils,  until  it  impresses  upon  the  public  mind,  and  more 
particularly  upon  our  architects  and  buildei*s,  the  urgent  necessity  of  pro- 
viding against  them.  Is  it  not  possible  to  make  the  heat  produced  in  the 
lighting  of  apartments  available  for  their  perfect  ventilation  ?  If  any  of 
these  gentlemen  succeed  in  so  doing,  they  will  be  entitled  to  greater  grati- 
tude, for  this  achievement  in  the  purification  of  an  element  so  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  our  lives,  than  any  claimed  by  those  heroes  whose 
victories  have  contributed  so  much  to  the  miseries  of  the  human  race, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  human  species.  But  we  ought  not,  perhaps, 
to  be  so  much  surprised  at  the  slow  march  of  intellect  in  this  respect, 
when  we  find  so  many  centuries  to  have  elapsed  before  it  was  so  generally 
admitted,  as  at  present,  that  pure  water,  another  element  bountifully  sup- 
plied by  nature,  is  preferable  to  any  other  bevemge  for  insuring  the  heali 
and  happiness  of  mankind  ;  and  where  we  have  so  many  temperance  so- 
cieties, and  other  advocates,  for  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  our  fellow- 
subjects  the  necessity  of  becoming  converts  to  the  imbibing  of  this  ele- 
ment, in  its  pure  state,  ought  we  not  with  still  greater  reason  to  endeavor 
to  make  a  similar  impression  as  to  the  advantages  of  inhaling,  with  equal 
purity,  the  lighter  fluid,  of  which  we  stand  so  much  more  in  need,  and 
which  we  so  much  more  frequently  require? — London  Lancet. 
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nv    B.    R.    KAPtlAEL,    M.D.,    !V.    YORK. 

John  Ulabroph,  aMat.  21,  milkman,  born  in  New  York,  was  admitted 
to  the  Xew  York  Hospital,  May  2'fU\,  1640,  with  a  swelling  under  the 
lower  jaw,  wliicli  very  much  impeded  his  respiration.  As  far  as  could  be 
ascertained,  the  first  sym[)tom  he  had  of  the  disease  was  enlargement  of 
the  tonsils  ;  one  of  these  was  removed  last  January.  From  that  time  a 
hard,  hut  not  very  tender  swelling  seemed  to  spread,  until  it  reached  its 
present  size,  it  occupied  the  whole  sub-maxillar)'  region  from  one  ear  to 
the  other,  and  reached  down  to  the  os  hyoides,  which  was  depressed  by 
it.  In  the  buccal  cavity  it  liad  encroached  very  much,  so  that  the  tongue 
was  protruded  and  raised  up.  It  was  firmly  fixed  to  the  jaw  and  os  hy- 
oides. The  patient  could  not  open  his  mouth  more  than  one  third  of  an 
inch  ;  deglutition  was  very  difficult,  and  respiration  exceedingly  embarrass- 
ed. His  face  was  very  red,  approaching  round  the  lips  to  purple;  coun- 
tenance expressive  of  the  greatest  anxiety.  The  tumor  had  only  affect- 
ed his  breathing  for  four  days  previous  to  his  admission,  and  as  he  had  not 
slept  during  the  whole  time,  he  was  very  drowsy.  He  could  not  endure 
the  recumbent  posture  for  a  moment. 

Mav  24th.  Slept  none  last  night ;  breathing  even  more  difficult  than 
ye-ierdav,  each  act  of  respiration  accompanied  with  a  loud  moan.  In 
consultation,  laryngotomy  was  unanimously  ad\-ised.  It  was  performed 
by  Dr.  A.  C.  Post,  at  2  P.  M.,  in  the  crico-thyroid  space.  As  soon  as 
a  free  opening  was  made,  the  air  rushed  in  with  a  hissing  noise,  and  with 
great  relief  to  the  patient.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  drawn  apart 
with  threads  passed  through  the  skin,  and  this  tied  behind  the  neck.  A 
few  minutes  after  the  operation  he  had  a  paroxysm  of  coughing,  and 
threw  out  of  the  opening  a  large  quantity  of  mucus.  Soon  after  this  he 
fell  asleep,  and  during  the  afternoon  was  comfortable;  occasionally,  how- 
ever, throwing  up  a  quantity  of  bloody  mucus.  He  slept  soundly  until 
4  o'clock  next  morning. 

2oih.  Countenance  improved  ;  breathing  easy,  about  20  per  minute ; 
feels  quite  comfortable ;  bowels  opened  in  the  evening  by  an  enema. 

26ih.  Slept  very  well ;  breathing  very  easy  ;  nearly  every  hour  since 
the  operation  he  had  a  paroxysm  of  coughing,  in  which  he  would  throw 
up  blood  mixed  with  mucus ;  after  the  paroxysm  he  would  be  comfort- 
ible.  The  tumor  bavins:  previously  been  moistened,  was  touched  to-day 
jvith  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver. 

27th.  Doing  extremely  well ;  appetite  very  good.  Is  allowed  milk 
ind  soft  custard,  which  he  swallows  easily.  A  canula  was  introduced 
nto  the  opening  in  the  larynx ;  at  first  it  created  some  irritation,  which 
<oon  afterwards  subsided.  It  remained  in  until  12  at  night,  when  it  be- 
:ame  clogcjed  with  mucus  and  was  removed. 

2Sth.   Canula  introduced  again  early  in  the  morning,  and  kept  in  until 
\  P.  M.,  when  it  was  removed,  cleansedj  and  again  re-applied — kept  in 
antil  10  P.  M. 
J    29th.  Canula  introduced  again. 

30th.   The  tumor  coated  over  with  tinct.  iodine  ;  canula  still  remaining. 
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June  8tli.  Keeps  the  instrument  in  for  24  lionrs  without  any  difllcuhy. 

10th.  After  reinovintj  the  instrument  to  ho  cleansed  this  inorninii.  the 
granuhitions  seemed  to  swell  and  close  the  openinjj;,  and  nearly  slopped 
his  hreathing.  It  was  instantly  put  hack  a<^ain,  and  he  hreathed  with 
ease. 

15th.  The  tumor  under  the  jaw  has  diminished  very  much  since  last 
report,  and  has  hecome  softer.  It  would  probahly  ])resent  no  difhculty 
to  liis  hreathini^  now,  hut  there  exists  in  the  hack  part  of  his  nioulh  a 
large  projecting;  tumor  which  seems  entirely  to  close  the  fauces.  He 
opens  his  mouth  so  little  yet,  that  the  exact  nature  of  the  tumor  cannot 
be  ascertained. 

19ih.  To-day  he  hawked  up  from  the  back  part  of  his  mouth  a  very 
large,  bad-smelling  slough,  of  a  grayish  color,  and  as  large  as  a  good- 
sized  oyster.  After  the  discharge  of  this  slough  he  found  he  could  breathe 
more  easily  through  his  mouth.  It  was  not  accompanied  or  preceded  by 
any  discharge  of  pus  other  than  the  usual  muco-purulent  discharge.  On 
examination  of  the  fauces,  a  small  pendulous  tumor  can  he  seen  on  the 
base  of  the  tongue,  which  has  its  origin  on  the  right  side,  anterior  to  the 
tonsil.  Posterior  to  this,  and  where  the  tonsil  should  he,  is  a  cavity  api)a- 
rently  the  situation  from  which  the  slough  proceeded.  The  external 
swelling  has  almost  entirely  subsided. 

30ih.  Since  last  date  he  has  improved  rapidly.  By  closing  the  orifice 
in  the  trachea,  he  is  able  to  speak,  whistle,  blow  his  nose,  and  breathe 
freely.  His  general  health  is  pretty  good.  Since  last  report  he  has  been 
out  of  bed  most  of  the  time,  and  several  times  out  of  doors.  The  sore 
is  contracting.  Granulations  touched  with  caustic  and  dressed  with 
simple  salve. 

July  1st.  The  tube  was  removed  to-day,  and  the  orifice  allowed  to  com- 
mence healing. 

3d.  The  orifice  has  closed,  and  he  breathes  freely  through  the  natural 
passage. 

9th.  There  is  some  slight  increase  of  the  swelling.  Tinct.  iodine  ap- 
plied over  its  whole  external  surface. 

16th.  The  swelling  has  continued  to  increase  very  rapidly.  It  is  prin- 
cipally confined  to  the  parts  immediately  under  the  tongue  and  the  ante- 
rior part  of  the  jaw.  It  is  very  hard,  but  not  painful.  It  does  not  ye^ 
affect  respiration.  On  the  13th  a  dozen  leeches  were  applied,  but  withi 
no  marked  benefit.     Ordered  tobacco  j)0ultice. 

20th.  Tumor  has  not  increased  a  great  deal.  He  feels  a  throbbing 
pain  in  it  to-day  for  the  first  lime,  and  says  he  had  occasional  rigors  al' 
day  yesterday.  All  kinds  of  local  applications  were  made  without  bene 
fit;  leeches,  blisters,  ung.  hyd.  pot.,  &ic. 

Aug.  4th.  After  a  consultation,  two  deep  incisions  were  made  on  th( 
left  side  of  the  jaw,  and  one  on  the  riiiht  side,  penetratint'-  throu<rh  th( 
genio-hyoid  fascia.  These  incisions  bled  very  freely,  and  it  was  necessar} 
to  apply  nitrate  of  silver  to  their  surface;  lint  wet  with  cold  water  wa 
then  applied,  and  afterwards  a  large  poultice.  These  measures  were  at 
tended  with  but  little  benefit. 

9th.  The  tumor  has  contmued  to  increase  so  much,  that  there  is  nov 
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tlir-  groatcst  oppression  of  llie  respiration,  nnd  at  titnos  suiTocation  is  inn- 
miiitMil.  l)i-.  l\)st  opened  the  lar)iix  in  llie  same  situation  as  before,  and 
with  immediate  relief  to  liis  hrealliinii;.  The  disease  still  continued 
steadily  to  advance,  pushini;  ujiwards  and  piolrudiuL^  tin;  ton;:i;ue,  which 
was  iis(?lf  very  nuich  swollen.  Ilis  bowels  were  kept  open  by  laxatives; 
his  di(>t  was  principally  milk. 

ITlh.  Two  incisions  wei-e  mad(%  one  into  each  side  of  the  torHaie; 
they  bled  freely.  This  nave  temporary  r(!lief.  Tlie  patient  breathes 
very  (\isily  thioui^h  the?  tube.  A  bread  and  milk  poultice  was  applied 
over  the  toniiue  and  mouth. 

2^M.  His  condition  is  somewhat  improved  :  the  swellinfr  lias  somewhat 
diminished,  especially  under  the  jaw.  The  incisions  are  nearly  healed, 
and  he  is  able  to  walk  about  the  ward.  lie  complains  of  seveie  smarting 
in  that  part  of  his  tonuue  which  is  protruded.  This  was  relieved  by  the 
application  of  linseed  oil  and  lime  water. 

Sept.  16th.  Last  niiiht  a  considerable  heinorrha^e  took  place  from  the 
mouth,  about  §  viij.  of  blood  were  lost,  by  which  he  was  much  weakened. 
On  introducint;  the  finger  along  the  side  of  the  tongue,  it  was  imbued  with 
a  most  disgusting  smell,  which  could  scarcely  be  washed  off.  He  has 
now  become  much  emaciated  and  feeble  ;  he  has  also  a  severe  catarrh, 
and  the  tube  is  almost  constantly  obstructed.  His  a[)petite  continues  very 
good,  and  he  is  able  to  be  up  occasionally  for  a  time.  The  edge  and 
lower  surflice  of  the  tongue  has  become  deeply  ulcerated  by  the  pressure 
of  the  teeth. 

2'3d.  Was  attacked  with  severe  diarrhoea,  which  weakened  him  very 
much,  but  was  checked  without  much  difficulty.  His  appetite  lately  has 
been  enoi-mous. 

Oct.  2(1.  Without  any  change  in  the  symptoms,  he  was  found  by  the 
patients  dead  in  his  bed.  For  some  days  past  he  has  appeared  somewhat 
better;  the  tongue  had  diminished  a  little,  but  on  the  lower  part  the  pro- 
gress of  ulceration  and  sloughing  had  nearly  separated  it. 

Foat-mortcm  Eramination. — Emaciation  extreme ;  the  whole  of  the 
tongue  back  to  its  root  was  greatly  enlaiged,  and  of  a  cartilaginous  hard- 
ness. The  under  suiface  of  the  tongue  was  much  destroyed  by  ulcera- 
tion and  slouching.  All  the  surroundini;  parts  wei'e  involved  in  an  almost 
uniform  enlargement  and  incluiation.  The  swelliuir  was  (greatest  on  the 
right  side,  and  had  pushed  the  e|)iglottis  backwards  and  to  the  left.  The 
jaw  against  which  this  tumor  had  so  long  laid  in  contact,  was  very  much 
thinned  by  absorption  ;  and  the  teeth  could  not  be  brought  together  after 
all  the  soft  parts  had  been  removed,  from  the  change  in  the  ligaments  and 
glenoid  articulation.  The  edge  of  the  opening  in  the  trachea  was  slightly 
ossified,  and  the  mucous  membrane  for  an  inch  below  the  orifice  was 
ulcerated,  exactly  of  the  shape  and  size  of  the  side  of  the  tube  he  had 
worn.  There  were  no  traces  of  inflammation  of  the  air  passages.  Higli 
inflammatory  redness  of  the  caecum,  colon,  and  lower  |)art  of  the  small 
intestines.     Head  not  examined. — N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 
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TREATMENT   OF   CLUB  FEFT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joitrjtal. 

SiR,^-The  respectful  allusion,  in  a  late  editorial  p-iiat^rapli  in  tlio  Journal, 
to  wliat  you  call  '"  the  pressure  sysletn  of  trcatuiLiil  of  ciub-t'et-t  in  l'*hila- 
delphia,"  has  had  the  etfect  whicli  was  prohably  intendi.'d,  of  callinii  the 
attention  of  the  profesiion  more  generally  to  the  suhject,  atVd  is  eliciting 
much  discussioti  on  the  ditFerent  modes  of  treatiu'^  tlie  various  distortions 
of  the  limbs  arisinij  from  muscular  contractions  or  other  causes.  Two 
modes  of  practice  are  now  prominently  before  the  public  :  success  in 
one,  dependinsj  mainly  on  the  free  division  of  those  tendons  supposed  to 
oppose  the  principal  obstacle  to  the  cure  ;  in  the  other,  the  same  object 
being  attempted  by  the  judicious  application  of  machinery,  by  which-, 
without  much  pain  or  discomfort  to  the  patient,  the  muscular  fibres  are 
made  to  yield,  and  elongate,  and  tlie  same  result  ultimately  obtained  as 
by  the  division  of  the  tendons.  Among  the  advocates  of  the  first  plan, 
are  some  of  the  first  surgeons  in  this  country  and  Europe,  supported,  pro- 
bably, by  the  great  inajority  of  the  medical  profession  ;  while  the  me- 
chanical practice,  as  it  is  hy  some  contemptuously  called,  finds  its  most 
able,  and  almost  only  advocate,  in  the  comparatively  silent  labors  of  a 
single  individual,  Heber  Chase,  M.D.,of  Philadelphia;  favorably  known, 
however,  as  liJtving  very  successfully  cultivated  tliis  particular  branch  of 
surgical  practice.  An  occasional  report  of  his  cases,  without  note  or  com- 
ment on  the  practice  of  others,  with  the  accounts  of  his  success  as  made 
known  by  his  patients  and  pu|)ils,  seems  to  have  disturbed  the  equanimity 
of  a  distinguished  practitioner  of  the  opposite  system,  whose  labored  com- 
munication in  your  Jouiiial  (page  '256,  V^ol.  23),  is  the  occasion  of  the 
few  remarks  that  follow. 

Dr.  B.  announces,  with  some  apparent  self-gratulation,  that  the  "  Or- 
thopedic Infirmary  "  at  Boston  "  has  been  regularly  increasing  in  public 
estimation,  and  irives  flatteriiis  omens  of  soon  ranking  amono-  our  most  use- 
ful  and  humane  institutions ;"  that  during  the  two  last  years  he  has  "  di- 
vided one  hundred  and  one  tendons,"  ''  and  that  now  he  has  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  patients  waiting  to  be  operated  upon,"  and  "  twenty- 
nine  cases  of  spinal  distortion  and  twenty-eight  cases  of  club-feet  being 
actually  under  treatment."  Notwithstanding  all  this  assurance  of  popu- 
lar fiivor,  this  rail-road  speed  to  "  fame  and  fortune,"  the  Dr.  evidently 
seems  alarmed  at  the  possibility  of  competition,  and  vexed  that  any 
should  have  the  presumption  even  to  question  the  necessity  of  cutting  all 
these  ••  hundred  and  one  tendons "  mentioned  in  his  report.  He  de- 
rives consolation,  however,  from  the  fact  that  he  is  not  the  first  who  has 
encountered  this  sort  of  opposition.  He  says,  "  from  time  immemorial  no 
age  or  generation  has  been  exempt  from  pretenders  to  cure  club-feet,  spinal 
distortions,  &ic.,  by  mechanical  means  alone."  And  in  the  same  connec- 
tion he  speaks  of  "  machinists"  and  "machine-makers,  who  apply  their 
owm  apparatus,  as  their  fancy,  stupidity  or  cupidity  may  ^^uggest."  Of 
these  epithets  (which  cannot  be  misunderstood  as  intended  to  apply,  not 
only  to  Dr.  Chase,  but  to  all  who  advocate  the  opposite  practice  to  that 
pursued  by  Dr.  B.)  no  other  notice  has  been  taken  than   the  simple  re- 
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port  of  cases  in  IVos.  ^o  and  2^  of  your  Journal,  with  drawln^ijs  and  de- 
scriptions ol'lhu  instrunuMils  used,  and  mode;  ofapplicalionjiniablinL;  any  one 
w  lio  uiinlil  chooso  to  test  llio  iruih  of  llu;  rc^port,  and  iho  merits  of  the 
tuo  modes  of  praetiec.  Dr.  U.,loo,  lias  published  his  cases  and  reported 
his  cures,  in  which  lu!  says  much  of  "??///  riuaus  of  tirjittncnt,^^  ^^  nuf  me- 
chanical apjutratas,'^  ''  insiramcnls  of  mij  own  ronstnirtion  ";  hut,  unlike 
others  who  havi^  made  «r|-eat  improvements  in  the  profession,  there  is  a 
studied  concealment  of  lUe  fonii  and  ino(h  of  application  of  these  instru- 
ments, lie  says,  "  the  discovery  of  the  true  print;iples  of  the  trcatm(.'nt 
of  club-feet  has  been  reserved  to  the  present  freneration  "  (within  two 
years  probably),  a  discovery  for  which  the  profession  may  be  none  the 
wiser  if  it  depends  en  Dr.  B.  to  make  the  communication.  But  the  Dr. 
does  not  keep  wholly  "  dark  "  upon  this  interestinii;  subject.  Me  lifts  tlie 
veil  just  sufficient  to  let  us  know  that  be  does  not  belong  to  those  "ma- 
chinists who  know  little  or  nothing  of  anatomy  or  physiology,"  who 
**  apply  their  apparatus  as  their  fancy,  stupidity  or  cupidity  suggests." 
He  says,  "  In  all  cases  of  club-feet — 1  thiak  I  may  say  all — certainly  in 
all  that  have  been  much  walked  on,  there  is  a  twist  of  the  wdiole  limb — 
the  articulation  of  the  hip  is  iirohahhj  ahnormal.  The  head  of  the  thigh 
bone  and  the  acetabulum,  1  presume,  have  not  that  perfect  symmetry 
found  in  a  limb  that  has  never  deviated  from  a  normal  state.  The  <Travi- 
tation  of  the  foot  being  turned  at  right  angles  with  the  leg.  produces  an 
obliquity  of  the  whole  limb,  from  the  diantlirodial  aiticulalion  of  the  hip 
downwards."  From  this  cloud  of  mystification  the  Dr.  attempts  to 
emerge,  and,  by  way  of  discouragement  to  others,  to  inform  us  of  the 
difficulties  he  has  to  encounter  at  his  "  most  useful  and  humane  institu- 
tion," the  Orthopedic  Infirmary.  "  Time  is  required,  and  very  conside- 
rable time,  to  cure  club-feet,  i^lusc'es  must  be  taught  a  new  action  ; 
bone  is  to  be  dealt  with,  and  absorbed  ;  and  the  superabundant  ossific  mat- 
ter on  the  outside  of  the  foot  must  be  taken  up  by  the  absorbents,  and 
carried  to  the  inside  where  it  is  deficient,  which  is  a  process  of  nature, 
and  requires  time.  1  say^^a  process  of  nature,  and  so  it  is  ;  but  nature 
must  be  aided  by  art,  or  the  work  will  not  be  accomplished.  A  constant 
pressure  must  be  kept  up,  so  directed  as  to  make  a  bearing  upon  the  ex- 
ternal surface  of  the  tarsal  bone." 

So  much  for  the  doctor's  methodus  medendi ;  now  for  h\s  ratio  7ne- 
dendi,  his  "  physiology,"  "  Where  two  living  surfaces  press  forcibly  on 
each  other,  absorption  takes  place,  as  in  the  decay  of  human  teeth.  The 
pressure  of  one  toodi  upon  another  always  produces  decay,  and  this  is 
absorption.  In  cases  of  club-foot,  nature,  an  unerring  engineer,  carries 
the  superabundant  ossific  matter  from  the  outside  of  the  foot  where  it  is 
not  wanted,  to  the  inside  where  it  is  wanted,"  &c.  The  Dr.  does  not 
inform  us  how  his  ''  unerring  engineer"  made  such  a  mistake  as  to  make 
the  deposit  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  foot  in  the  first  place,  nor  how  the 
process  of  absorption,  emphatically  a  vital  action,  can  be  called  .c«nc5, 
decay  or  death. 

From  an  attentive  perusal  of  all  the  reports  that  have  emanated  from  the 
Orthopedic  Infirmary  at  Boston,  1  have  endeavored  to  keep  informed  of 
the  success  of  the  practice  at  that  institution,  and  of  the  same  practice  at 
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other  places,  particularly  at  Pliihuh'lpliia,  where  ample  opportunity  is  af- 
forded to  compare  the  cures  effected  under  holh  modes  of  ireatmenl ;  and  1 
think  facts  and  cases  may  he  adilucfd,  ahnndantly  to  prove  that  a  success- 
ful treatment  of  these  dtd'ormitics  of  the  linihs,  whi/thi^'  arisinj^  from  mus- 
cidar  contraction  or  oilier  causes,  is  practicahle,  at  any  a^^e,  without  the 
iVivlilon  of  ten  Ions  or  any  cutting  instrument  whatever,  provided  true  an- 
chylosis has  not  actually  taken  j)lace.  Durini(  a  few  weeks  recently 
spent  at  P,iiladelp!)ia,  I  saw  accoin|)lished,  without  cuttini;,  all  that  the 
most  zealous  tenotomists  pretend  to  do  with  ;  which  would  convince  any 
unprejudiced  ohserver  that  many,  very  many  tendons  have  heen  cut  and 
"  operations"  perfoiined,  successfully  no  douht,  in  cases  that  mi;^ht  with 
quite  as  much  ease  to  the  patient,  but  with  less  credit  to  the  surgeon,  have 
been  cured  under  the  improved  application  of  instruments  as  now  per- 
formed. Tiios.  Chadbol'rne. 
Concord,  N.  JL,  My  17,  1841. 


PECULIAR   DISLOCATION   OF   THE    HIP. 

Jas.  Millwood,  aet.  70.  was  admitted  into  St.  Geor<i[e's  Hospital,  on  the 
eveniuL^  of  May  3,  apparently  in  a  dyins^  state.  He  was  found  to  have 
fracture  of  several  of  the  rihs  of  the  left  side,  and  fracture  of  the  right 
thigh,  a  little  below  the  middle.  The  left  foot  was  much  everted,  and 
there  being  no  fracture  of  this  limb,  the  attention  of  the  house-surgeon,  Mr. 
Tarrant,  was  immediately  directed  to  the  hi|)-joint,  and  the  following  ap- 
pearances presented  themselves; — Tiie  outer  part  of  the  left  hip-joint  was 
nmch  flattened,  and  the  usual  prominence  of  the  tiochanter  wanting. 
About  an  inch  below,  and  a  little  external  to  a  line,  drawn  perpendicu- 
larly downwards,  from  the  anteiior  superior  spinous  process  of  il(Hun,  was 
situated  the  head  of  the  femur,  the  trochanter  major  lying  backwards, 
and  outwards  to  the  latter.  The  head  of  the  bone  could  be  distinctly 
felt  to  move  on  flexing  or  rotating  the  limb. 

It  was  impossible  to  ascertain  (during  life)  what  was  the  amount  of 
shortening,  in  consequence  of  the  fracture  of  the  opposite  thigh.  The 
e version  of  the  foot  was  so  considerable  that  the  great  toe  might  be  said 
to  point  outwards,  and  slightly  backwards.  The  limb  admitted  of  very 
sli'dit  rotation  or  flexion. 

The  acciilent  was  occasioned  by  his  being  thrown  out  of  a  cart,  and 
becoming  entangled  in  the  reins  ;  the  horse  ran  away,  and  he  was  dragged 
to  some  distance.      He  died  shortly  after  his  admission. 

On  examination  after  death,  it  was  found  that  the  bone  had  been  dis- 
located directly  upwards,  the  head  lying  on  the  anterior  inferior  spinous 
process,  and  a  little  to  its  outside.  The  trochanter  major  situated  pos- 
teriorly, and  resting  on  the  dorsum  of  ilium,  the  trochanter  minor  resting 
on  the  outer  edi^e  of  the  acetabulum.  The  gluteus  mediiis  and  minimus 
were  very  extensively  ruptured,  and  nearly  torn  through,  at  about  two 
inches  from  their  attachments  to  the  trochanter  major.  The  gemellus  su- 
perior was  slightly  lacerated,  as  was  also  the  gemellus  inferior  and  the 
upper  fibres  of  the  quadratus  femoris,  besides  the  short  head  of  the  rectus. 
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The  cnpsuliir  li'j;;unont  was  extensively  larernled  at  its  snpfM'ior  ])nrt. 
Tlie  "  liL^aiueiifuiii  teres"  entirely  iuj)tiir(!(l,  a  little  l)er()re  its  attaehinent 
to  the  aeetahuliiin  ;  so  that  a  poiiioii  of  it  remained  adhering  to  hoth  its 
points  ol'  inseition.  Thi-re  was  a  ^reat  (jnantily  of  eflliscMl  h!()0(J  in  all 
the  texttn^N  sniroundin^  the  joint.  The  p;nt^  are  j)i('.served  for  a  prepa- 
ration ;  and  I  \cL\\  confident  when  I  say,  thai  Mr.  Il(;\vitt,  the  curator 
of  the  nuiseuni,  will,  with  his  usual  kindness,  he  nio'^t  happy  to  show  it 
to  all  who  feel  an  interest  to  see  the  "  new  kind  of  dislocation  of  hip- 
joint." — Lancet. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS   OF   DISEASES   OF   THE    EYE. 

Dr.  William  C.  Wallace,  of  New  York,  extensively  known  for  his  de- 
votion to  the  sliidy  of  the  comparative  anatomy  of  the  eye,  and  also  dis- 
tinguished in  ophlhalmic  surirery,  has  given  the  profession,  within  a  short 
lime,  iwo  new  charts,  in  further  illu^itralion  of  the  study  to  which  the  ac- 
tive powers  of  his  vigorous  mind  have  been  steadily  devoted  for  many 
years.  These  charts  are  convenienily  con>:lructed  for  surveying  the  en- 
tire domain  of  the  eye,  hoth  in  health  and  disease,  at  a  single  glance.  To 
students  they  must  be  exceedingly  valuable.  To  any  one  about  operaiin'T^ 
on  the  organ  itself,  or  any  of  its  appendages,  No.  2,  as  it  is  designated, 
being  a  colored  plan  of  every  malady  for  which  the  resources  of  surgery 
ofI(?r  a  relief,  is  an  unrivalled  guide. 

On  the  first  sheet  there  is  a  graduated  scale  of  ocular  mechanism, 
colore:!  to  the  life,  endiracing  the  fi-di,  reptile,  &c.  ;  and  fiiiallv  the  series 
becomes  complete  with  the  human  eye.  On  the  second,  the  author  shows 
not  only  the  location  of  each  specific  disease  of  the  organ,  as  pirticn- 
larized  in  books,  but  he  adverts  to  the  reinedy  in  the  fewest  wonls,  and 
exhibits  at  the  same  time  the  appropriate  insirumenl  to  be  used,  the  e.xact 
appearance  of  it,  in  relation  to  all  contiguous  parts — anrl  also,  in  combi- 
nation, to  leave  no  chance  for  misunderstanding  the  idea,  the  fingers  of 
the  assistant  are  pictured  on  the  spot  where  they  should  be  placed. 
Couching,  extraclion  of  the  cataract,  artificial  pupil,  puncturing  of  the 
globe,  pterygium,  and,  lastly,  divisions  of  the  recti  muscles  for  overcom- 
'wMT  strabismus,  are  all  displayed  with  a  truth  and  vividness  that  call  forth 
our  admiration  and  lay  us  under  renewed  obligation  to  Dr.  W.  Each 
engraving,  in  the  disease  it  is  designed  to  exhibit,  is  on  the  plan  spoken 
of  in  an  editorial  notice  of  Dr.  Post's  treatise  upon  strabismus,  three 
weeks  ago. 

Probably  for  a  dollar,  and  perhaps  for  less,  these  charts  might  be  pur- 
chased ;  and  if  so,  it  would  be  money  economically  expended.  Even  to 
lie  upon  the  table  for  general  reference,  they  are  worth  three  times  their 
actual  cost.  A  description  of  the  anatomical  appearance  of  parts  is  not 
like  seeing  pictured  illustrations  of  ihe  parts  themselves.  Neither  books 
nor  oral  instruction  can  possibly  compete  with  these  ingenious  and  useful 
schemes  for  making  difficult  subjects  comparatively  easy.  Dr.  Wallace 
is  without  a  competitor  in  this  novel  and  useful  department  of  authorship. 
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New  Yurli  State  Lunatic-  Asylum.^'So.  26  of  the  Assembly  Reports 

coritaitifi  a  corufiuiiiicatioii  from  the  Cornplroller,  iransmilliri^  the  urinual 
report  of  the  CoiDtrnssioners  of  the  Asyludi.  The  total  amount  expended 
on  the  structure,  at  the  time  the  return  was  njade,  Jan.  13th,  was 
$92,171  29.  The  hithin<Tf  and  plasierini^  is  equal  to  25,000  square 
yards  I  A  most  substantial  edihce,  convenient,  economical,  and  superior 
to  any  ac-commodaiion  for  lunatics  in  Ameri<'a,  may  be  expected  in  the 
il^reat  uniiertaking  now  in  prog;res3  of  completion  by  the  people  of  that 
Slate.  Very  lar<;e  sums  of  money  must  necessarily  be  appropriated  be- 
fore it  will  be  ready  for  occupancy. 


Dr.  Seeger^s  Advocacy  for  Total  Abstinence. — That  venerable  physi- 
cian, C.  L.  See^i^v'r,  AI.D.,  of  iVortliampton,  Mass.,  delivered  an  address 
quite  recently  in  that  town,  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  his  phi- 
lanthropy and  medical  discernment.  One  extract,  only,  can  be  con- 
ven ien "ly  i n iru .1  u cod . 

"  The  history  of  all  nations  and  ages  proves  the  fact,  that  the  vast  many 
evils,  which  afflict  mankind,  have  their  origin  in  the  iiJ^norance  and  vicious 
propensities  of  man.  Though  it  is  a  severe  school,  which  teaches  wis- 
dom ar)d  virtue  by  sufTerinr^,  there  is  often  no  other,  and,  what  is  worse, 
the  life  of  man  is  not  seldom  loo  short  to  profit  by  the  lessons  received 
with  so  much  pain  and  misery.  Thrice  fortunate  is  the  lot  of  that  indi- 
vidual, that  was  placed  from  his  infancy  in  circumstances  favorable  to  the 
acquisition  of  sufficient  moral  and  intellectual  culture  to  shun  the  rocks 
upon  which  thousands  had  been  wrecked.  How  many  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens have  been  plunged  into  misery,  and  their  innocent  wives  and  chil- 
dren into  pove;ty  and  distress,  because  they  were  early  taught  that  the 
daily  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  is  salutary  '•  and  not  many  years  ago  re- 
spectable characters,  even  of  the  learned  professions,  so  called,  insisted 
on  the  healthiness  of  rum,  and  inculcated  the  dangerous  doctrine  by  their 
own  example  on  the  minds  of  their  children,  and  of  the  community  to 
which  they  belonged." 


Jefferson  Medical  College. — Sinqe  the  last  lecture  term,  some  important 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  board  of  faculty,  but  they  will  by  no 
means  affect  the  integrity  of  the  Institution,  or  lessen  the  advantages  of 
the  students  who  may  enter  their  names  on  the  catalogue  of  the  school. 
Drs.  Revere  and  Pattison's  places  are  supplied  by  gentlemen  of  acknow- 
ledged power  and  ability  to  teach  in  the  departments  to  which  they  are 
assigned  by  efficient  trustees.  Dr.  Dunglison  is  now  the  senior  professor. 
Drs.  Mutter,  Pancoast  and  Meigs  are  extensively  known  for  their  devotion 
and  success  in  the  profession  of  which  they  are  distinguished  members. 
It  would  be  unnecessary  to  particularize  all  the  opportunities  which  the 
student  has  for  studying  the  various  things  belonging  to  a  course  of  clini- 
cal instruclion,  in  conneciioti  with  the  daily  discourses  and  demonstra- 
tions at  the  College.  Ten  beneficiaries  are  admitted,  on  application  to  the 
dean,  R.  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  post  paid.  Young  gentlemen,  therefore,  who 
have  not  the  means  of  paying  for  the  course,  have  great  encouragement; 
and  any  ten  who  may  seasonably  apply,  will  receive  just  as  much  atten- 
tion as  those  who  never  knew  the  inconvenience  of  poverty. 
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Yelloio  Fever. — St.  Jo-scj)!),  iu  Florida,  lias  Iicrclofore  been  considered  a 
place  of  such  almo.sj)heric  purity,  ilmi  invalids  have  been  accustomed  to 
go  there  for  the  renovation  ol"  their  enfcbled  bodios — and  thus  it  has  re- 
maineil,  till  a  short  time  a^i^'o,  when  a  schonncr,  loaded  with  fruit,  arrived 
directly  from  Havana,  havin<j  two  liands  on  board  prostrate  with  the  yel- 
low fever.  They  were  taken  on  shore,  and  all  l<ind  and  praiseworthy  at- 
tentions paid  to  their  comfort.  The  seeds  of  death  were  thus  introduced 
— and  the  melancholy  catalogue  of  deaths  which  lias  followed  the  landing 
of  tl)ese  two  sailors,  will  long  be  remembered  vvith  tears  and  sorrow  at 
St.  Jo:^eph. — What  can  be  said  to  this  plain  introduction  of  yellow  fever 
from  a  foreign  port,  by  those  physicians — the  leaders  in  the  profession — 
who  positively  declare  that  such  a  circumstance  never  has  occurred  and 
never  can  occur  ?  Can  any  one  in  his  senses  pretend  that  the  infection  in 
this  case  was  not  of  foreign  origin,  and  propagated  from  the  two  seamen, 
the  first  victims  ? 

The  disease  seems  not  to  have  shown  itself  yet  at  New  Orleans,  al- 
though strong  indications  of  it  have  been  repeatedly  announced.  There 
is  no  apprehension  of  it  here  at  the  North  ;  yet  a  season  rarely  passes 
by  without  an  occasional  rumor  of  its  existence  on  board  of  some  vessel 
from  a  tropical  climate.  Thus  far,  the  shipping  in  the  port  of  Boston, 
the  present  season,  has  been  almost  entirely  free  from  sickness  of  any  kind. 


Medical  Almanac  for  1842. — Gentlemen  preparing  articles  for  the  next 
volume,  the  4th  in  the  series,  are  requested  to  trarij«init  iliem  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  editor  of  this  Journal,  as  soon  as  it  will  suit  their  convenience. 
Medical  statistics,  in  the  United  States  and  the  British  American  Provinces, 
are  especially  desired  —  together  with  accounts  of  all  new  medical  associa- 
tions, the  names  of  their  oflicers,  and  all  other  useful  information  can- 
cerning  theni.  Full  and  accurate  accounts  of  medical  schools,  hospitals, 
infirmaries  and  dispensaries,  as  in  past  years,  are  requested  from  au- 
thentic sources.  Any  communications  calculated  to  make  this  annual  in- 
creasingly useful  to  the  profession  throughout  the  whole  country,  will  be 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  editor. 


Graves's  Cdinical  Lectures. — We  are  informed  that  Barrington  and  Has- 
well,  of  Philadelphia,  will  have  ready  about  the  middle  of  August,  a  new 
edition  of  Graves's  Clinical  Lectures,  with  additional  lectures  and  notes 
by  Dr.  Gerhard.  We  have  no  doubt,  from  the  high  reputation  that  both 
the  gentlemen  enjoy,  that  this  book  will  be  amongst  the  most  attractive  to 
the  medical  profession  of  any  that  have  been  announced  for  the  coming 
season.  The  same  publishers  have  also  in  the  hands  of  an  American 
editor,  the  last  London  edition  of  "  Liston's  Elements  of  Surgery,"  which 
they  expect  to  issue  early  in  the  ensuing  year. 


Glanders  of  Horses  communicated  to  Ma?i. — No  fact  is  better  establish- 
ed than  the  communication  of  the  shocking  disease  of  the  horse,  called 
glanders,  to  the  human  subject.  Cases  of  individual  suffering  are  detailed 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  English  journals,  which  are  of  the  most  painful 
description.  In  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  malady,  the  medical 
officers  of   St.    Bartholomew's   Hospital   have   petitioned   the  Common 
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Council  of  the  city  of  London,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Veterinary  In- 
spector  of  Smlthjield  Horse  Market,  with  a  view  to  llie  prevention  and 
cure  of  the  disease  ainongsi  aniinaU,  and  having  special  regard  to  the 
public  health  of  the  iTielroj)olis. 


Medical  Society,  City  of  New  Y«rA:.— Nicoll  H.  Dering,  M.D.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  New  York  Ciiy  and  County  Medical  Society  oa 
the  12ih  ult.,  which  was  the  anniversary.  The  liecording  Secretary  is  H. 
D.  Bulkley,  M.D.  In  times  past,  tfiero  have  been  spirited  meeiin<,'S  of 
this  Association,  and  it  occurs  to  us  that  considerable  excitement  was 
manifested  a  few  years  since,  in  the  election  of  officers. 


Treatment  of  Phthisis  by  Inhalation. — Sir  Charles  Scudamore's  method 
of  treating  tubercular  phthisis  by  inhalation  of  iodine  and  coniuin,  has 
been  referred  to  in  former  volumes  of  this  Journal.  By  an  article  of  his 
in  a  late  No.  of  the  Lancet,  it  appears  that  his  zeal  has  not  at  all  abated  in 
this  mode  of  treatment,  and  that  he  has  opened  an  institution  in  London 
for  the  poor  afflicted  with  diseases  of  the  chest,  where  upwards  of  two 
hundred  patients  have  been  treated  and  relieved  during  the  last  year  by 
inhalation.      The  following  extracts  will  be  found  interesting.  ♦ 

"  Let  it  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  I  claim  for  it,  boastfully,  the 
power  of  curing  the  tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs  in  its  worst  forms  ;  or 
that  I  allow  myself  to  speak  of  tubercular  phthisis  as  curable  in  a  general 
sense  ;  which  might  serve  to  imply  that  it  is  not  the  dangerous  and  coin- 
nmnly  fatal  disease  which  it  has  always  been  considered  to  be.  My  zeal 
for  the  remedy  has  never  carried  me  to  this  imprudent  length;  but  1  may, 
on  the  other  hand,  be  excused  if  I  do  not  join  in  the  despondency  of  those 
who  almost  shrink  from  contending  with  the  disease,  and  who  send  away 
the  unfortunate  patient,  in  any  stage  of  the  disease  except  quite  the  last, 
to  another  climate.  I  hold  this  to  be  an  exceedingly  wise  measure  in  cer- 
tain cases  of  the  threatening  of  consumption,  especially  in  young  persons, 
whose  constitution  is  not  yet  fully  developed  ;  but  I  also  strongly  con- 
demn it,  when  serious  disease  has  become  established,  requiring  for  its 
treatment  the  nicest  means  of  art,  and  not  a  mere  contentment  with  change 
of  air,  and  climate,  and  attention  to  diet  ;  advantages  which  are  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  cure,  and  too  often  insufficient  even  for  the  suspension 
of  the  disease.  I  recommend  inhalation  as  forming  a  part  of  a  system  of 
treatment,  but  certainly  a  very  important  part ;  yet,  in  order  to  produce  its 
good  effects,  the  doses  and  the  combinations  of  the  several  ingredients  are 
always  to  be  considered.  The  following  is  the  formula  of  the  iodine  so- 
lution which  I  prescribe  :  —  R.  lodinii,  potassii  iodid.,  aii  gr.  vj.  ;  aquae 
distillat.,  3  v.,  3vj.  ;  alcoholis,  5ii.  M.  et  fiat.  Mistura  in  inhalationem 
adhibenda." 


Iodine  in  Opacity  of  the  Cornea.  By  Dr.  Lohsse. — The  case  in  which 
this  remedy  was  successfully  employed  was  one  of  opacity  of  the  cornea 
consequent  on  syphilitic  ophthalmia,  and  so  considerable  as  almost  com- 
pletely to  destroy  vision.  The  iodine  was  given  internally,  and  from  four 
to  six  drops  of  the  following  collyrium  were  let  fall  into  each  eye  three 
times  a  day  :  K.  lodini,  gr.  i. ;  potassii  iodidi,  gr.  ii.  ;  aq.  dest.  3  vi. 
M.     Afterwards  this  was  exchanged  for  an  ointment  consisting  of  iodme, 
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gr.  jss.  ;  iodide  of  potast^iuin.  9  j.;  mikI  lard,  3  '^^-^  of  wliich  a  small  portion 
was  once  or  iwico  a  day  pm  betwi'cn  the  cytlids.  Tlif  riire  was  pfrfecl- 
cd  in  lliree  inuiiihs. — Medicinischc  Zcltang. — Ihil.  (f*  For.  Med.  Review. 


Sfafisfirs  of  A/?ipfffafio?is  performed  in  the  African  Army,  in  HospifaJs 
and  the  Fields  in  the  years  1837-8-9.  By  Dii.  Guyon, — The  number  of 
ampntations  performed  in  ihe  above  years  (the  campaij^n  of  Consiantine 
in  1837  exi'cpied)  was  63,  namely:  Disarliculalion  of  the  slioulder-joint, 
6;  do.  elbow,  2  ;  do.  wrist,  6;  do.  Icnee,  1;  do.  partial  of  foot,  1;  do. 
tarso-metalarsai,  1.  Amputation  of  the  thigh;  16;  do.  leg,  7  ;  do.  arm, 
]f3  ;   do.  forearm,  8. 

Of  these  63  patients,  46  were  cured,  17  died.  As,  however,  four  died 
from  circumstances  scarcely  connected  with  the  amputation,  the  proportion 
of  deaths  may  be  stated  as  1  to  11.  This  result  is  much  more  favorable 
than  that  during  tlie  siege  of  Constanline  in  1837,  for  of  10  ampuiaiions 
performed  at  Medeah,  only  1  survived,  and  of  62  at  Blidah,  39  died. 

Of  ih.e  63  operations  referred  to  above,  44  were  performed  immediately, 
19  secondarily.  The  former  gave  32  cures,  12  deatiis  ;  the  latter  14 
cures,  5  deaths.  Thus  the  proportion  of  cures  after  secondary  amputation 
Avas  not  less  satisfactory  than  that  after  immediate.  —  Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris, 
British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review. 


Case  of  Triplets. — A  very  interesting  case  of  triplets  is  recorded  in  tlie 
Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  (April,  1841),  by  Dr.  A.  H. 
Buchanan,  of  Columbia,  Tenn.  The  mother  was  a  delicate  woman,  aged 
3-5,  and  iiad  had  four  children  previously.  The  Auher  is  a  stout,  healthy 
man,  of  middle  age.  The  three  children  were  all  well  formed,  and  were 
hearty  and  living  when  the  account  was  written,  about  six  week's  after 
birth.  The  child  first  born  was  a  inale,  weighing  seven  pounds  ;  the 
second  a  male,  weighing  four  pounds;  the  third  a  female,  weighing  five 
pounds  ;  making  in  all  sixteen  pounds.  The  placenta  was  single,  and  very 
large,  being  by  actual  measurement  twelve  inches  across  in  one  direction, 
and  fourteen  in  another,  and  two  inches  thick  in  the  centre  ;  it  presented 
three  divisions  upon  its  foetal  surface.  Each  child  had  distinct  membranes 
and  liquor  amnii,  and  there  were  three  distinct  cords. — American  Journal 
of  the  Medical  Sciences. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.'Wolford  Nelson,  the  proscribed  patriot,  whose 
name  was  extensively  circulated  during  the  late  rebellion  in  Canada,  has 
returned  to  his  family — the  Provincial  government  having  offered  no  mo- 
lestation.— Yellow  fever  is  again  awfully  destructive  at  Havana,  says  a 
late  arrival. — The  degree  of  i\l.D.  was  conferred  on  twenty  gentlemen  at 
the  late  commencement  of  Dartmouth  College,  in  course.  An  hotmrary 
degree  of  1\1.D.  was  conferred  on  Micah  Eldridge,  of  Nashua. — Three 
thousand  dollars  are  offered  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  for  a  dis- 
covery of  the  cause  of  the  milk-sickness,  any  time  within  five  years  from 
the  passage  of  the  act. — T.  Romevn  Beck,  M.D.,  has  been  elected  pro- 
fessor of  materia  medica  in  the  Albany  Medical  College.  He  has  also 
been  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York. — Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.D.,  is  prosector  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 
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To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Tro\vbrKli,'e'.s  reruLirks  i)\\  Diseases  of  the  Ovaria, 
Dr.^Kellogi^'s  papur  on  Goutuiid  HlioumaLisin,  and  one  on  the  last  illness  of  Presi- 
dent Harrison,  have  been  received. 

Notice.— A  Supplement  of  fonr  pages  is  sent  out  with  this  No.  of  the  Journal. 
— The  Title-paore  and  Index  of  the  last  volume  will  be  enclosed  in  the  next  No. 
or  the  one  succeeding  it. 

Married, — At  Claremont,  N.  H.,  May  20,  Henry  E.  Ranney,  M.D.,  oKvVards- 
boro',  Vt.,  to  Miss  L.  O.  Hillinys,  of  Claremont. — At  Lobanon,  N.  H.,  Ed\^^lrd  R. 
Peaslee,  M.D.,  to  Miss  M.  T.  Kenrick.— At  Lowell,  Mass.,  Dr.  Frederick  Morrill 
to  Miss  A.  1).  Burditt. 

Died, — At  Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Campbell — killed  by  being  thrown  from 
his  gig. —  At  Pensacola,  Mordocai  Morgan,  M.D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  N.,  51. — At 
Norwich,  Penn.,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Mitchell,  21).— At  New  York,  Dr.  William  Bald- 
win, (32.— At  Chesterfield,  Mass.,  James  H.  Torrey,  M.D.,  2D. 


Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  7,  34.— Males,  13  ;  Females,  21.  Stillborn,  2. 
Of  consumj)tiou,  8 — infantile,  1 — dise.ise  of  the  heart,  2 — teething,  3 — inflnmniation  of  the  bowels,  1 
— canker,! — d>sentery,  4 — scarlet  fevi  r,  1 — sn»ali|iox,  1 — dcbilitv,  1 — cancer,  1 — bowel  complaint,  1 
— disease  of  the  spine,  1 — liver  complaint,  1 — pneumonia,  1— chronic  diarrhtea,  1 — croup,  3 — inilam- 
mation  of  the  brain,  1. 
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I  ifri?h  wind.    Thunder  storm  evening. 
I  i'riinnder  .storm  in  the  ni-^ht.     .40  in.  rain. 

11.56  inch  rniii  in  the  r.'L'ht. 


.19  jKLii  !.uu  iium  ii  111  J  ci  citick,  A.M. 
Beautiful  sunset. 
.18  inch  rain  in  the  night. 
^Shower.    Thermometer  fell  10  degrees. 

jAurora  borealis. 

Fog^  the  meadows  in  the  morning. 

Thunder  storm  morning  and  evening, 

[Aurora  borealis. 


The  month   of  Jnly  has  been  favorable   to  the  hiisha 
e:irih,  v^'hiie  seasonable  showers  have   kept  the  y;ardcns 
season  iias  been  dry,  and   llu-  supply  of  rain  nmilerale.     ' 
rometer  from  29.24  to  29.77.     Rain,  2.93  inches. 


ndman  for  the  ingathtiing  of  the  fruits  of  the 
ami  later  ero|>s  \hrilty  and  lu.turiant.  The 
Iherniomeier  has  ranged  I'roin  50  to  86.    Ba- 
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BOYL9TON    IHFDICAL  PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

Ths  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Prcaldent  and  Fcllowa  of  flarrard  UnWenltj, 

conaiBta  or  the  fbllowliig  phynicianai-— 

JoMw  C.  Wab«bi«,  M.D.  WALTKKCH\T«Nirrn,  M.D.  EifOOM  Hal«,  M.D. 

GkobobC.  SiiATTtcK,  M.D.  Geubo0||avwajid,  M.D.  John  Wabk,  M.D. 

Jacob  Bioklow,  M.D.  John  Ra#1>all,  M.D. 

At  the  annunl  meetlnf  of  the  Committee,  July  28,  Ibll,  the  Boyliiton  Premium,  of  flftv  (lollan  value,* 
for  (lie  Ixnt  Diaitertatlon  oi)  the  queatiou — "  To  wlinl  exiciil   \»  diHcnae   the  eflict  of  clianKea  in  the 
rhrrnu'jil  or  vital  propertieii  of  the  hlood  ?"  Wan  awarded  to  J.  F.  W.  Lane,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

The  iiueMiioiin  for  lSi2  are,  l»l — "  To  what  e\tent  in  the  hiuiian  Hyatein  proierted  from  amallpox  by 
iiwH-idxtioii  with  the  cow  pox  f  Is  the  protection  iucrvused  by  re-vacciUBtion  -,  and  If  no,  under  what 
circiiiiiHiiiiicni  ?" 

2d.  On  the  dlaea«e«  of  the  kidney  ;  and  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  appearance  and  compoaition 
uf  the  urine,  in  health  and  in  diaeune. 

Di!«i«ertationa  on  theac  Mubjecta  iiiiint  be  trnnamittcd,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  of  Boaton, 
on  or  before  the  flrHt  Wrd»ei«d»ty  of  April,  1842. 

The  followinjr  aubjecta  are  ol^red  for  lb43  :  — 

lot.  The  beat  method  of  warming  and  ventilatinf  rooms  tttr  preventlni;  and  rurini;  disease. 

2d.  The  at  ructure  and  diKcases  of  the  teeth,  with  a  numerical  solution  of  the  queatlon.  Can  CBrleB 
of  ihc  teeth  be  retarded  by  niechanicHl  procea-es  .' 

Di!(!«ertHtions  on  theae  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  184.3. 

Tlu>  nnthnr  of  the  succeasfnl  dlnserlation  on  cither  of  the  nbovc  subjects  will  be  entitled  to  a  pre> 
miiitn  oinity  dollnrH,  or  a  sold  me<lal  of  that  value,  nt  his  option. 

F.HvU  diitsertrition  must  l>e  accompHnlrd  by  n  scaled  pacltet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  Hcntence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  anihor*M  niimc  and  realdeuc^.  The  same  device  or  sen- 
tnire  in  to  be  written  on  the  dixaertntinn  to  which  the  pacl<et  is  nttnrlied. 

riiMiicreMHfiil  diiwertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  (torn  whom  thoy  may  be  obtained  if 
apfijifd  for  within  one  year  afker  they  have  been  received. 

Hv  HM  order  adopted  in  182(),  the  8ecrntary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following  votes  :  — 

Nt.  Th'itihc  Board  do  not  conxider  themselveM  ait  appruvip;;  the  doctrines  contaiued  In  any  of  the 
dinarrtaiiona  to  ^hich  prcniiniris  may  be  adjndeed. 

Ml.  That  in  com-  u(  the  piibiicaiion  of  a  succeasfUl  dissertation,  the  author  IsconHldcrcd  as  bound  to 
print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.       *  ENOCH  HALE,  Secrttury. 

Hoiton,  July  29,  18^11.  A.  -1— 4w 

MKblCAL  WORKS,  PUBLISHED    BY    BAIIRINGTON  <St  IIASVVELL,  PHIL- 
ADELPHIA. 

Anuh%i,*b  Medical  Clinic;  Bryant*a  Anatomical  KKKuiinHlionN  ;  Burne  on  Habitual  ('onatipation ; 
Mniit  rbuck  on  HUxMlleltinff  ;  (.'ullinM'a  PmctiCHl  lYeatiHC  on  IMidwilrry  ;  Cooptt'H  (Hir  A.)  Lectures 
on  Kiiriiery  ;  CurliuK  <>n  TclaniiN  ;  CutliT  on  KaiidHtfCM  and  Handiitfiutr  i  Kdwardx  on  tlie  Intlnenrc  of 
I'tiNMi-nl  A^elltM  on  Life;  Epidemics  of  the  Middle  Atfes ;  KsHay  on  l'hyHiolo(;y  and  HNfficnr,  by  Reiil, 
Llirt  iibcrK,  rttromrver,  iVIullcr,  Ar. ;  RvanHon  and  Munnttele  on  the  Manajirmj-nt  and  1)|m«  amiH  of  fhii- 
•Irtn.  Fn  rkiciton'M  OutliiKMt  of  Fathulo«{>  ;  tJoocli'H  Midwifery  ;  llollaiid'a  Notin  and  Uellecliuns  } 
llniiM  r*N  .Med.  and  Topot;.  Obiter valionM  upon  llie  Mediterraneuti,  Portugal,  dec.  ;  Hunter  (»n  the  BIo«mJ, 
InlliiuMnaiion,  and  t.iin-Mhot  Woumls  ;  Hunter  on  the  Teeth  ;  Hunttir  oit  th<<  Venereal  I)iHea»e ;  Huii- 

•••r  on  the  Animal  CKrououi;  "     " 

Worlm,  4  vota.  ;  Layciick  on 

tto  of  France,  Italy  aiul  Germany,  . 

1^  -lures  ou  Clinical  .\1edicine  ;  Macartney  on  Inflammation  ;  Mafendic  on  the  HIo(mI  ;  Mnr»hall  on  th* 

H'srt,  Liinsn,  Mtoniach,  Liver,  Ac,  with  Weatherhead  on  Dii»eai«ra  of  the  Lunux ;  Millentfen'-  C'urioi*. 

••»ei.  of  Vlcdiral  Experience  ;  Plunibe  on  Iht^ramrm  of  the  Hkin  ;  Prichard  on   Innanity,  Ac.  ;  Rlcord  oa 

V.iiiriHl  lltnortlem.  ^c.,  and  Amussat^M  I^ectures  on   Retention   of  Urine;  Hiokex'n  Lecture-  on   the 

Tli.orv  and  Practical  of  Ph> sic,  with  Notes,  aiMl    12  Addititmal  Lectures,  by   John  Uell.  M  1).;  Wil- 

bsin-  on  the  Ph\«ioioKy  aitd  DiseascM  of  the  Client  ;  Willis  on   Urinarv  Disiasos  and  Ihrlr  Treatinent ; 

Ntlo-i  .Medical  Librar\  and  Uulieiin  of  Medical  Hcience,  coutalnlug  Bell's  Materia  Med ica,  and  ttehUI 

•'•<l  Areiffua  on  the  CauM4;M  and  Mifcns  of  DiHenaes. 

'^rarljf  ready,  («ravea  and  Gerhard's  Clinical  Lootures.  Aog.  11— ■ 

ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
Thk  nrtt  annual  mtuitm  of  Lectures  will  commeuce  on  tJM  first  Tu^ay  !■  Noveabv,  iHil,  Md  MS- 
liuur  aiAtecu  weeks. 

^ALO■N  M«b(:h,  M.D.,  Pr(»f.  ofHurfery. 
JAMBa  M'NAtuHToN,  M.D.,  Pr«»f.  Theory  anil  FrACtice  of  Medietae. 
T.  Ro«B%N  BacK,  M.D.,  Prof.  MateHa  Nedim. 
Etnuiutum  BMHONa,  M.U.,  Prof.  Obstetrics  an4  Natural  HIatorjr. 
Lswia  C.  BacK,  M.D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  Mid  rUrnacy. 
JtKVB  H.  Aaiiaav,  M.D.,  Prof  Aaatoaiy. 
Tnohab  Hiia,  M.D^  Prof.  InatltatM  orMadlBlM. 

Avoa  D8%a,  Bfq.,  PraC  MtHiieal  Jurlaimidaaoaf  ^     -..     -    _^.       ^ 

Faaa  ter  an  ih«  counaa,  •t«.    HffiiwitnB  tm,  M0^    llalrtMl^Uo■  fta,  •&    Boardlag  tnm  it  !• 
^■,50  pef  weak 

ALPIN  MAllCH.II.D.,l»r««MMl^fWiMty. 
AaclU4w  1.«.Aftll«lT,|l.^.,i«#telrar. 


Woumis;  ilunter  on  the  leetn;  liunier  oit  tne  venereal  iiiHeaMt ;  nuii- 
IV  ;  Hunter's  l*rinciples  of  rturgery  {  Hunter's   Uie  \  Hunter'H  Coinpieto 

Hysteria;  Lee's  Observ.  on  the  Principal  Medical  InntltutiutiM  and  I'rac. 
many,  in  1  vol.,  with  Johnson's  Hyllabus  of  Materia  Medica,  and  Latham's 
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UNIVERSITY   OF   TIIi:   STATE   OF   NEW   YORK, 

COLl-KOK    or    PHYSICIANS     ^  M)    SLUOKuNS    I  ?f    TIIK    CITV    OK     !« K  W     YOHK. 
Thc  Hnntinl  coiir^f  t»f   l^crtiirL-t  Htr  the  N!->«.tion   of  Ih||  miiiI   Vl  will  coiniiieiico  uu  the  tlr»t  Monday  of 
November,  1811,  and  coiitiiiiif  iiiitH  tin*  lirrtt  nf  Mitrclt,  \t<.\l. 

J.  AuouiiTiMK  Sviirii,  M.I).,  Prol.  «)l  riivwiiihtjiy. 

Alex.  H.  8rKVKN«,  M.l).,  KmoritiM  IVdC.  of  rtnrjjrry. 

JuNEPti  .MvriiKR  rt.iirji,  M.l).,  I'mi.  of  die  riuorynnd  Prnriirc  of  Phyxlr  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JoH.N   B.   Beck,  M.l).,  ProC.  <il  Mtitcnii  .Midn-ii  nii<l  Mtnlicni  Jiirirtprudnicc. 

John  Torrkv,  M.l).,  Prof,  (tf  (;iUMrii<4tr>  himI  Moiniiv. 

RuBCRT  W\Tr«,  Jr.,  M.l).,  Prul.  ol  (l«n«iiil.  S|i«'(inl  hihI  PHtho!ogi<nl  Anntnniv. 

WlLL\RD  PvRKk:R,   .M.L).,  ProC.  of  till'  Priiiii|ilcH  hikI  Pnictirc  of    riiiri;iT\  iiixl  Siir|r1cn1  Anntomy. 

Chandler  R.  (Oilman,  M.L).,  Prof,  of  OlittciricH  and   lliu  DiHcaitcH  ol   Woineii  nnd  Children. 

JamB8  Quackendonr,  M.D.,  DtMiionxtrHior  ot  .Ximtoniy. 

Matriculation  fee,  H'^.  F»5e  lor  the  (nil  ronrxr-  of  Icctnrpn,  I|ln8.  DinnertinK  and  Demoniitralinn 
ticket,  95.  Gradurition  fee,  $2.S.  Good  bourd  uuiy  be  procured  in  this  city  fur  from  $2,50  to  $3,00 
per  week. 

N.  B.  — .V  preliminary  coursp  of  Icrtiirrn  will  be  delivrrrd  bv  the  Fncnlty  dnrinR  the  month  of 
October,  comment. ini{  on  the  flr.-it  Mondnv.  Thin  conr^c  will  br  free  to  the  HtudcnlM  of  the  Cullege. 
The  diMecting  rooniM  will  bo  opened  for  the  HeiiMon  on  ilic  (IrMi  Monday  of  October. 

Ntu>  York,  i'SlK  June,  \^\\..  .Ic2.i— epif 

nf:\v  if.xMPsmuE  mkdicai,  institution 

Thb  annual  course  ofLeriuroH  in  ihiri  Inalitution  will  commence  on  ThurNday,the  5lh  of  August  next, 
aud  continue  three  monthn. 

Dixi  Crorbv,  M.D.,  ProfpMHor  of  Siirgrry,  ObstctrirH,  and  DisenKOH  of  Wonirn  nnd  (Miildrrn. 
Edward    E.  Piielpr,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on    Maltriu    Medicii,    Medicn|  Jui  ispnideiicr,  uiid  Mt-dicnl 

Botany. 
Oliver  P.  Hubbakd,  M.D.,  Profe!«"«or  of  Chrmlxtry  and  Phnrnmrv. 

Joseph  Rosy,  M.I).,  Professor  of  the  Theory  mid  Prariiccdr  Medicine  and  Pathological  AiiHtomy. 
Edmund  R.   Peanlec,  M.I).,  Lecturer  on  Aiiutoiiiy  mid  Pli\  HJohiuy. 

ExpensPB  for  the  course  of  locinre-.,  !8i")l),()n.  rtriidnntiii:,',  iJtlH.  Miitririilatinc,  )|.3,00.  Hoard  may 
be  had  at  $1,33  lo  $2.00  per  week,  mid  Mbniiduiit  fiiciliiiin  Ihr  iIiohc  who  may  w  i^li  to  lio.ird  llieiiiHclvex. 
The  fee*  must  be  paid  at  the  romnvnn  mrnt  ol'llir  term,  or  iiotCM  given  with  rtiiiisdiciory  Meciirily.  All 
operationa  before  the  inediciil  cIhs)*  are  pt'iliMiiied  i;riitls.  Il>  ordrr  of  llir  Fiicnltx , 

Dartmouth  Collt^Kf,  Uanovtr,  Juni  \:y,\>i\\.        Je23— tA7  OLIVF.II  P.  IIUmiAKI),  >'<ry 


BERKSHIRE    INIIIDICAE    INS'll  TI^TION. 

Thb  annual  coune  of  LecturcH  will  coiiiiiieiK-e  the  llrst  TliurHdii\,.'»lh  ol"  Ainjiist,  iHli,  and  roiiliinu' 
thirteen  weekn.  Fee  for  the  whole  con  hc  of  hciiires,  $r,o  ;  r«M.  lor  tliosi-  who  liiiv.-  ntteiidrd  iwo 
couraea  at  any  reMpeelable  niedinil  mcIiooI,  $lli-,  !.'riidurtlion  lee,  $18;  library  lie  nccoriiiii«  to  the 
Dumber  of  book«  taken.     Hoard,  Ironi  lii)l,:')(l  to  A:.', (((I. 

Theory  and  Practice  «if  Mnlifine  uml  Ob-sietricK,  by         -        -      II.  II.  Ciih.un,  Ml). 

Principle.,  and  Practire  ol  Surgery,  by  -  -  .         Fkvnk   II.   Hamilton,  M.I). 

Anatomy  and  Ph)»iu|otf\,  by J  oiks  Mc  ("i.i.ntoik,  M.U. 

General  and  rtpeclal  Palholojry,  by  ....  Alon/o  t'l. auk,  M.U. 

MateriH  Medira  and  Plianiiacy,  bv     -         .         .  .  -       M.  A.   Lkh,  M.I>. 

Cheiiiiatry,  Biilanv,  and  Natural  IMiiloMOjihy,  by     -  -  (Vikstkk    iInu  i:\  ,  M.I). 

Demonatrator  of  Aiiutoiii),        ....  .  .  C.  4'.  (^iukii.i;,  M.l*. 

Pitt^eld,  Ma*».,  May,  iHll.  Je  9— tL  PAUKIMt   II M.l.,  .SVrrr/«ry. 

DR.    J.    J     MOORMAN, 

KP.SIIIKNT    PHVSUIAN    AT    TIIK    WHirK    SII.I'HDU    HPKINfJS,    VA. 
Mat  be  connlted  by  aperncma  at  a  dii«laiice,  a**  In  llii>  projirieiv    of  uhjii::  the   Hhitr  Sulphur  Wntir,  in 
particular  diiK.-ai«(!H,  ikc.     ComiiiuniniticniH,  drH(  ri|itivi.   o| Hm-  cane,  eiirlo^iim  ilir  ordinary  lee  •»!  $•»» 
directed,  po«l-paid,  to  l)r.  M.  ut  the  White  rtiil|diiir  SjiringH,  V.i.,  will  i»e  proniptiy  re»poiide«l  to. 
October  iHU,  IrtlO.  O.  2h— lamlMcheopiO 

HOMfEOI'ATIIK'    HOOKS    AM)    .>!EI)iriNE    (^lll'.STS 

O.ia  Clapp,  No.  10  H.IkhiI  Niri  1  t,  lli».l<iii,  Iimh  for  fair,  <  iirric'w  Practice  of  iltuiiOMipMlIn  ;  Kvirr-t 
on  do.  ;  Broacke  on  do.;  Duiiufnrd'H  Priuii(  nl  Advaniai.'!-,  <•!  iju;  Dmihlnrd'H  do.  Ki  iin  dn*  ;  (inin'ii 
Pharniacoptria  ;  SIiiiphoii'm  do.  ;  llaliiirinann'N  Or;!annii  ;  .Irani 'h  do.  Praciici';  JalirV  Maiiinl  ;  Hi  r- 
rinfi*!  do.,  or  UomeMlic  PhM»iclan  ;  UihiU'k  Ur|>riliir\  ;  lurrn'r,  hoiurnlic  do.;  Mroaiki'*  Mi-ra-i"  "f 
the  Alimentary  Canal,  and  CoiiHiipaiion.  wiili  iioii-m  b>  |)i.  lliMii|i|iriv.  aImo  hiimII  worku  lor  pojinlur 
oae  by  Cro««rlo,  EuBlaphieve,  Kvrrenl,  (irerii,  llrrrinu,  Hew  (;iiidi,  *«•.  Mediciiu' I'IiipIm  |..r  •nIi  «• 
ve.  O.  C.  la  ttgeut  for  the  lloiiituopalhie  lAaiuiiirr,  by  \.  (Jciurd  J|.i||,  publ.»lied  inonihh  lu 
^w  York. My  12- 

TO    PIIVSICIANH. 
A  PHTilciAir  who  haa  l>e«n  in  practice  lor  the  laat  •eviu  \iiirN,  in  ihn  eaaiern  pari  of  Maine,  winhinf 
to  change  hia  location  for  one  III  the  Interior  ol   .vlaM/«  tiliiiMiliH   or   Connerilciil,  would   puirliHi>r.  !«• 
change,  or,  what  would  be  more   preferable,  enirr   into    |iarlni>r«lii|i    with  one    who  haa  Imtii  in  t(«'ud 
practice  for  a  long  aeriea  of  yoara.     Addreiia  ihi-  editor,  poki-puld.  J)  jh — Iw 

VACCINE    VIRKH. 
FBT«iei4HR  In  any  aeetion  of  the  TTnlteil  Hlaiea  ran  procure  tnm  <|iillla  charged  with  Pi'RR  VaccIMB 
▼iBua,  by  return  mail,  on  addreaaing  the  Kdiior  of  the  lio<itoii  Medical  and  Hnrgical  Juurnal,  rnrluaiuC 
00*  doUar.^Ml  pmid,  witiioul  wkick  ao  laitar  will  b«  lakoa  (torn  the  po«t  ol&cc.  Juit«  iV 
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ABDOMINAL   SI  PPOinKR?. 
D«.  HiT!«B«'«  Initrumrni,  which  U  rocomriu'inlrd  by  tin-   pniCcHwion  prncrnlly,  m»y  now  be  hnd  at 
thr    Mrilirxl  JoiiniHl    <>  II'T.     rricc,  wiili  |tcriniMl  Hinip,  nnh   A  I  — witlinni,  ifiM,'!!).     Hy  addrt*MMliig  the 
piihliMlier,    No.   IHl  \Vni4hiiii;toii  hI  ri-rl,  pin  niciiiiis  iiuiv   In-  mulilv  inioiiiiiHMlHird.  A.  1^ 

Th«' ?*ti|»|H»rUTrt  miiv  hUo  !>»•  oltcniiicil  nC  ilic  riilti>\viii<;  iii:i-iiIk  .  —  In  Nrw  llninpuhire,  Dp«.  J.  A. 
Piiiin,  N.  IIh  iiptori  ;  A.  Harrix,  Ciilot»r(n»k  ;  M.  Piirkcr,  A«'\vnrlh  ;  .l,("r<Mhv,  Mrnslilh  ;  E.  Bartlrlt, 
IlnvrrhiH;  I).  (;ro«l»v,  llnimvrr ;  I*'.  I*.  Fil<li,  AtnlniHt  ;  J  H.iilih,  Dovrr  ;  J.  V.  RiwIiiiKn,  Ilam- 
utrml ;  ('.  B.  llHiiultoii,  l.vinc  ;  Hilrkiirv  A-  Dcvut,  l,:«iir(i*t«'t  ;  .1.  II.  AMiidt,  HnnciiwfH  ;  N.  Kendall 
K  Co.,  Na!«liiia.  In  Vcrinoiit,  Dr.  L.  Jrwcd,  Si.  Jo)iii<<l)iiry.  L.  H.  ItiirilcU,  l\u\v«ll,  MnM.  J.  Ualch, 
Jr.,  ProrMeiice,  R.  I. 

PinVATR    !Mr,I)irAL    INSTinc^TlON. 

Thk  unhnrrlbern  hnvinij  b«'«'n  buijf  rnuHijod  in  privHli*  nirdicnl  iuMtrnn  inn,  propoxr  to  rrrrjvn  pnpllRf 
and  (n  drvnte  to  thiMii  i>n('li  (Inir  iind  opportnnilii'H  Ihr  Htmly  iiiid  prticticc  ;ih  Hri>  n«-<'i*Hi«Hr\  lor  a  nirdi- 
ciil  rdiiC'ttion.  Tli«*ir  pti4»iU  will  be  ndiniitcd  withnnt  r«-c  to  ih(*  |r<-(ni(-M  on  niidwiliTy  in  thf*  ManMa- 
chii"»fit«  MedirnI  rnlleijt*,  l«»  llir  prHCliri' (»C  th«'  MiisKMrliiHcilH  llo<<|)iiitl,  iintl  hHvr  o|)p(irtiinitii-D  lor  the 
Ntiidv  of  practical  niiiiloniy  under  tlit*  ininiodiiite  Hiipcrintc^ndcnce  of  Dr.  (>li!«.  TrrinK  inny  be  learueU 
by  calling  on  Dr.  Olii«,  No.  tj  Chambera  alrecU     Fuel,  M^Xn*  and  rooinn  wiihout  r)i)ir<:e. 

WALTKR  rllANNINO, 
Boitton,  Aufnint  19,  1840.  (iKOR(iE  W.  OTIi*,  JR. 

OIITIIOPRDIC    INFIRMARY 

•  rOU    TIIK    TRT.ATMK.NT    OF    SPINAL    1)15  r«)U  TION  S,    CLUB    FF.F.T,    ETC. 

At  fij  Belknap  street.  RoNton.  PatieiitM  Troin  a  diittaticc  can  be  nrr<»iMinodiiied  with  board  In  the  Im- 
inediHte  neiirht>orhoo4l.  JOHN   It.   BROWN,  M.D.,  Hiireeon. 

\W  (he  HnbHCl-iberii  approve  of  T>r.  J.    B.  BrownN    plnn    of  tin  iiiliiniiir>  lor  llie  (reiitnietit  of  rtpinal 
AfTrriioiiH,  (Inb  Feet,  and  other  DiHtortioim  of  the  hnnian  bod\,  tind  will  aid  him  by  our  advice  when- 
e\er  cnlled  upon. 
John  (;.   WHrrcn,  fJeorjre  Ilayward,  Rdw.  Reynoldi*,  Jno.  RhiuIiiH,  J    M.iMon  Wnrren,  John  JeflVim, 
John  HornniiM,  M.  S.iPerrv,   W.  tJhitnnini;,  (Jr<»ri:e  ('.  Slintliick,  Jiii-ob  Hii;<'low,  Enoeli  Mule,  W. 
Siroiiii,  (ieorge  I'lirkniim,  I).  Il'i  ndirevs  Sf«»rer.   (Jcoric  VV.   Olis,  Jr.,  WinMJow  Lewin,  Jr.,  J.  II. 
Lane,   Edw.  Wnrren,  (ieurgc  U.  Uoane,  John  Ware,  (teorue  Barilelt,  John  Flint,  J.  V.  C.  8u>ilh. 
BoHton,  April  14,  1S41.  H 

A   CiOOD   CM  ANCK    FOR    A    PHYSICIAN. 

A  PHVNiri\<w,  reHidintrin  a  |tleaHiint  village,  near  the  rejitre  of  the  Htaie  of  New  York,  not  20  milea 
from  the  eitv  of  llliea,  and  lixvinu  a  liberitl  Hhiire  of  piitronii;:)',  will  dispose  of  liiM  Mitnaliou  on  lil>eral 
leriiiH,  eonitiMiing  of  a  villaire  lot,  ati  eletrmil  dwi  lliim  houHe  and  olliee,  liNrn,  carriaire,  aitd  other  oiit- 
liiMi<e'<,  A:i'.  6ir.  All  of  which  will  budixpoHcd  ol  on  eaHy  terniH  to  the  piircliaMer.  Addroaa  the  editor 
of  thin  Journal,  povt-paid.  J)   14 — Im 

Til  i:oi)(  >Ri:  M  r/rc A  LP,  a p( )TI i  r.(  a  r  y, 

No.  .3')  Treinont  R(»w,  BohIoii,  Im  Kole  auent  for  the  hmIc  of  Hiiirrt  I'hiludelpliia  <i<dd  Foil.  He  haa  also 
till- lnr:>i-ki  nHMorlnient  of  ininiriil  te('l!i  to  be  found  in  New  Kn:^l.'ind.  'I'ouetlier  with  tnrjike.\  a,  for- 
(«p«.  driIlM,  llleii,  niirrorx,  plittina,  and  aluioHt  every  arlieio  Mit«;d  by  dcntiata.  EuKliith  and  Anicricaa 
•  iir:.'M-:i|  inMtrunieniM,  in  u'reat  vmietv. 

J  /Any  iuMiruiueht  not  in  alore,  tditained  to  order  at  three  daVH'  notice.  Ap  7 — Qm 

COHIMHIAN   COLLK(;i:.    ni.^riMCT   OF   COLUMHIA. 

Tmk  I.eetnreK  in  the  .Medii-til    Department   «>f  tluM  InNiiiuliuii  will   coiuiiieiice  on  the  tlr«l  Monday  ia 
NoviMibt-r,  annuiillv,  ami  continue  until  llie  Nt  of  March. 
Diinii.'  thiH|ieriiNl,  fiiH  courseH  will  be  deiiven-d  on  (he  variom*  br;incln»«  of  medicine  by 
T.ioMVN  rt,;vv*i,i.,  .M.D.,  Frcde-^or  id   l''ilho|oii> ,  Hnd  the  I'nici  ice  td"  Medicine. 
II«kvi:y   l.iNDHi^V,  M.D.,  I'roli  >«Hor  of  (>bi«tclricM,  and  (he  Di<«enM(!M  of  Women  and  Children. 
T>io>i\>«  Mii.l.KR,  M.D.,  FroicvMor  ol   Analom\  and  l*li\>tio|oi;\ . 
Jo»i\   M.  Tiio%t«K,  M  D.,  l'rotr>»or  ol   MMtciia  Medica  and  TherapeulicH. 
J.  Fhkokmuk   .MiV,  .M.D.,  Fiod^Hor  of  rtnruiry  ;  laie  I'icd.i,Mor  of  Hurgery  in  the  Uulvciiilty 

of  Mar\  land. 
FNKnKMti:^   II  U.I. ,  M.I).,  Profemtor  of  (.'hemi*lrv  ami  I'harmacy. 
J^.MUKi.  v..  Mioor.   M.D.,  De;iion^tr'«ior  of  Analom\ . 
,     A"  iliir.-  nie  many  >onni;  men  ol  lal   iit  and  worili   in  dillVreni    part*  of  our  country  who,  fVom  re- 
■In.  ird  nrctimntanceH,  are  unable  to  itvail  iliemwlM-    of  the    b«'nr(li  of  public  le<  iiiren,  ihe  I  roleniMira 
h  \\v  rr,o|v<-.|  Id  iidtiiit,  tfialiiiloii^l. ,  two  miiiIi  »litilciilH  fro  ii  eai  li  of  llie  H  ate..,  and  one  Irom  each  of 
••».    f'lirilorieii.      In  order,  however,  to  ifuard  aii.ui.-l  individual-  w  lio»e  edinalioii  and  rliaracii'r  dii  not 
'I'Mlil.   Ihem  to  b 'cuaie  iixefd  membri-   of  Ihe  prote^^ion,  Hie    Mleclioii   I*  plar.  d    in    Hie  liaiid*  ol   the 
H.toiior.  Mild  Deleuate- of  l.oniin..*.  each    of   v«  hom    ha-   Ihe    nalil   lo   hcl. .  (    oiii    -iiidriii  Irom  hl«  re- 
•iMTiiVf  HtNte  or  Territoiv,  Mild  wUo««-  cerlilb'ale  of  ^ile   lion  will    be  a  pa-.-porl  to  all  the  lecturea,  bjf 
paviitK  onh,  on  eiilerlmi  'he  HihiHd.  Ihe  iiMiial  matrit  nliilinu  be  ol  live  didlarpi.  _, 

Till-  I  iiiire  r\pejiM',  lor  a  CoutM)  of  Lecture*  by  all  the  IVolenworit,  i»    »«».      Dii.».ectlnii  1  Ickel,  ili| 
optiiMiHJ  v»iih  the  aliidenl.  ^^  Miiiii.o     m 

i*«H«|  bonrd  mn  be  |frf»ciire«l  at  Iroui  Ihree  lo  four  dollar*  per  week.         TIIOM  \H  MII.I.KK,  M.I>. 
traaktngloM,  Mag  I,  iHll.  My  1:4— lanilN  />♦•«*•  «/  tkr  FarHltg. 

TRKMONT-HTUIJ/r    MF.DM'M.   HnioOI.. 

Tmk  •iilMerll»rra,  at  their  room*  in  Tremont  -ireel,  conlhiue  ««»  «ive  per-oiial  in^triiellon  lo  private  pupils 
*•  ii«  rttiWorr,  III  Ihr  varioii*  braiiche«  of  midiriiie,  In  coniieciion  wlih  Ihe  practical  pumnit  of  anatomy, 
■(•••I  NiieiidaiM-e  on  Ihe  .Ma*«aihiiM'lla  (iuuvrul  JluapHalf  the  Eye  and  Ear  Intlrmarv ,  and  the  oilier  op> 
poriujiUtoa  livloug Ing  lo  ilair  •chool.  JA(  OB  IIMJEI.OW, 

KDW\RD  RKVNOI.DM, 
Jyg8..MUly  »    III  Ml'IIRKYM  MTOlilft, 

'^  OLlVUtt  W.  UULMKM. 


24  Medical  Advertisements, 

UNIVERSITY  OF    NFAV   YORK  — DrPARTMCNT  OF   MFDICINE. 

Thc  »nnu(il  cmirnc  or"  Lectures  will  corniriciicr  on  llic  la«t  Moiuiiiy  of  October  ncxl,  and  continue 
UJllil  lilt'  enitiiinK  Mnroli. 

Valbntink  Morr,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Hnrjirry. 
Cramvili.k  rt.ixnr   Pvrnso.N,  M.I).,  I'rnirs^or  of  Anntomy.    • 
John   RgvkhI':,  M.I>.,  I'rnfi'HKor  ol    I'licor)  ami  I'rmiic!*- of  Mrrllrlne. 
MiRTv.N   I'viNE,  .M.I).,  Proli'Htnr  <>(  till-  liMiitiiirM  oi  M«'ilifiiir  niul  Mntrria  Mefll*"!!. 
GiiN.NiNo  rt.   i).:DK.>Kn,  M.l).,  l*r(»f.'!«sor  of  Olrtirtrici*  iind  L>ii«ua»c4  of  VVoiiu  ii  nnd  Children. 
John  VV.  Dripkr,  M.l).,  l*r(»fe^Hor  of  Cl»enii»try. 
The  foen  f<»r  n   full  roiiNr  of  Irctiirrs  iirnoiitit  »o   ISHOI.     Malriciilntion  fee,  $1.     Renpeclahle  board 
and  Iml^rine  ran  In-  oUt.iiiWMl  nl  from  ."jcj.')!*  ro  |8il,(l()  prr  wrck. 

In  nildiiioii  lo  the  liirililifK  wliirli  llic  hoHjiiiaU  of  Nrw  York  ofTrr  for  rlinirnl  liintrnclion,  n  8i  ROl- 
CAL  CLiMyiK  has  lircn  inxtitntt'd  in  the  Collrjjo  building  uiidrr  tlic  diriTiioii  of  ilie  rroln*i»on«  ol 
Surgery  audAnaloiny.  JOHN   W.   DIlAl'KR, 

Jy  28— ooptNl  Srcretttry  to  the  Fnculty. 

MCDicAL  i.N.snTiJTioN  OF  YALK  roM,i:(;i: 

Thk  nnnnnl  course  of  Lectures,  for  the  term  of  iti41-2,  will  commence  on  Tlinrsdny,  September  30, 
aud  continue  !*i.\teen  weeku. 

Cheiniritry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  Hknja>hn  Sii.m.ma.n,  .M.D.  LL.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  i'lnxir,  by        -  -  -  -       Km   Ivks,  M.l). 

Materia  MedicH  and  TIUTajteulics,  by  ...  Wim.iam  Ti  m.y,  M.I). 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  ...         Jonathan   Kni(;ht,  M.I). 

Obstetrics,  by  ......  Timothy  P.  B^;lin^,  M.l). 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by      -        -  -  -  -  Chari.kh  IIookkk,  M.l). 

Fee«  for  a  full  cours(>,  |S(7(;,  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Abundant  fiicililiew  for  dicxeclions  at  a  very 
moderate  expense.     (Jrniuaiion  lee,  8l"i.  (."HARLEH  liOOKLK,  *tc'///. 

Yale  Collegt.,  yew  Jfavrti,  July  (5,  IHII.  Jy  1 1— l8ci)2fl 

JEFFFJISON  MEDICAL  COEEECIE  OF  rillLADELrillA. 

i^l.SSION    OK     \>\\  —  4'J. 

Thb  regular  Lectures  will  c«unnience  on  the  first  Monday  i»f  November. 

Roni.KY   1)1  Nc.i.i.soN,  M.l).,  Trolessor  of  Inst ilii!e«  of  Medic niij  Medical  Jiiri>prudencc. 

Robert  M.   IIinton,  M.l).,  l*rol«'ss<u-  of  Materia  Medica  and  (;«'iieriil  Tlierapeiiiics. 

JuMKiMi   Panto^.st,  M.l).,  Prolihsor  of (Jeiienil,  DcM-ripiive,  and  Hurgi(^al  Anatomy. 

J.  K.  MircHKLt.,  .M.l).,  Prodssor  of  Practice  of  Medicine. 

T»H)M*s  I).   Ml  ttkh,  M.l).,  IMoli  s.sor  ol  IiiHiitiites  mid  Practice  of  Kurxery. 

Chari.ks   I).  Mkios,  M.l).,  Pr(des.s«ir  olOlisietiio  and  l)i>eases  «)f  WonKii  and  Children. 

Prank  1,1  N   II  \riiK,  M.l).,  rroiessnr  of  ('liemi^tr.N . 
On  and  after  the  llrwl  ofOctolier,  the  diMsect iiiy  room  will  be   open,  and   the  Profe»isor  of  Anaftuny 
will  Kive  his  |Mrsoiial   alteiidiincc  thereto.     Cliiiic:il  instriicliiui  will  likewise  be  given  at  the  l)ihp<'ii< 
Bory  ol  the  Colleue. 

During  the  <oiuse,  ampN-  nf»]i(»rlunilies  will  be  nfTorded  for  « linicnl  iiisiruction  ;  Pro|'cs>ors  Dnii- 
gIi*oil,  IlUfilon,  and  I'anco.i.sl  Im  inn  iiirdic-il  ollic*  r.>  o|  ||ic  I'liiliidelpliiii  llo^|l|lal  ;  Prolosor  .Mi  iH"  "• 
the  Peiinsv  Ivaiiia  llospii.il  •,  mid  I'rofoMir  Mutter.  Sin  i-eon  lo  the  rhiladrlpliiii  l)ispell^;ll\ . 

Professor  |)uii;;li».iui  will  Irctiire  lemiliirlv  on  (■jiiiiial  .Mrdiiiiu-,  and  pMdi'.>«or  Piiin  oa>t  on  Cliiiitnl 
Suigery,  at  the  Pliiladi  Ipliia  llo»pilal,  llirouuhont  tin    cniiihe, 

UOIJKUT  M.  inSTON,  M.l).,  y;r««  «///"  />"""'/• 

Th«  Riibscriber  ronlinues  to  manufacture  Tnissi  s  of  evi-ry  descriplitm,  at  his  nhiilciicr,  .it  tin  fid 
■land,  oppjisile  21  I,  No.  :jo."i,  Washinmon  Ktreet,  HumIoii  (enlranci'  in  Tt  iiiide  .\veiuic— up  ^tllll^^  All 
individiliiU  cm)  acc  Iiiiii  alone,  iil  aii>  liiiie,  at  llir  nliove  plio'e. 

J.  F.  F.  iiMiiul.olure.-4  an  m,iu>  a-,  iw.iiis  dill",  rtiii  kinds  of  tniNM's,  u'lioui;  which  are  .ill  the  ilif- 
fcrcnl  kinds  siiiiilar  lo  thoNC  that  the  lalt  .Mr  John  Jleath,  oltliis  city,  foniierl)^iiiide,  and  all  oiln  rs 
•dvertixed  in  Itosion. 

Any  kind  of  trusses  repaired  al  short  notice,  mid  ninde  as  ^ood  as  when  new. 

Jjr'LiwIies  wi^hiiiL'  lor  an.  of  these  iii«tr eiil>,  w  ill    lie    wailid    upon   b>   Mrs.    I'nsler,  al  tin- iil"'V«' 

pluee.     Mrn.  F.  has  heeii  eiiiiiiiied  in  the  above  biisiiM>s  for  ten  \ears.  JvMliS  I'.   I  nSlliU. 

I  hereby  certify  Ihit  I  have,  for  several  veiirn  p.•l^l,  beni  in  the  use  of  Mr.  Fo^^terV  'rrii>- lnr  Iii::iiiiimI 
HeriiiA,  nnd   riiid   it   lo  answer  every   desirable   loirpose,  mid  euiinuler  u   far  preleraldr  i<>  him   oiIh 
Wbirh  1  have  eniplo>ed.  Ja.vuk  'i'ii.k  u  iii.k,  M.1>. 

Plymouth,  Mod.  I,  l"'l'». 

1  hereby  ceriifs,  that  I  have  known  Mr.  James  P.  Foster  several  ve.irs  Inst  past,  and  Iium  lre»|iM  iHlv 
employed  him  in  the  coiisiriiciioii  of  irus<>es  ;«nd  other  iippaniiiis  lor  m>  piiin  nis,  nnd  li»i\«  alw"*" 
(bund  him  retuly.  rapaltle  and  fmlliful,  anti  equal  to  the  o<  c-iixion  fnr   which   I  liuvr  emploMd  liiiu. 

Boaton,  March  10,   iHiO.  John  Kxmmi.i.,  M.H. 


,__^.  jiice  may  Ih' had  lo  the  IoIImwihk  pli\  "icinno  m   MomImh,  mnnnu'  oilo  rs  who  rri'oiniiii ml  il>< 
itTHMeni  .— Drs.  John  ('.  W'airen,  .).  Ware,  VV.  ClianninM,  ti.  11.  Douni  ,  W.  Lewis,  J.  Mint.  ••.  .Mi'Uli 
Warren,  K.  Pslmer,  Jr.,C.U.  Puinam,  V..  \V.  Leach.  , 

ha.  lb  Jlov^iird,  Mar  t-ourl  »t.,  Uualuu.  A.  F.   IIAHTI.KTT, 

Not.  115.— »w4cl*iii(iu.  Agent  lur  Juun  R.  t^iuriN.  Ml' 
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PIIESIDENT  IIARRISOiN'S  LAST  ILLNESS. 

[Coinimmicatcil  for  the  Boston  Medical  and    Surgical  Journal.] 

The  proft'ssioii  of  medicine  is  singularly  situated.  When  difFercnces 
occur  among  its  membei's,  there  is  no  power  to  settle  and  adjudicate  them 
finally.  In  all  other  professions  disputation  is  allowed,  until  decision  is 
made,  and  then  its  voice  is  hushed  ;  whilst  in  medicine  cavilling  is  end- 
less, and  old  and  apparently  exploded  notions  are  agiin  and  again,  like 
unquiet  spirits,  aroused  from  llie  tombs  of  the  past,  and  there  is  no  priest- 
hood found  in  the  profession  to  exorcise  them.  Medicine  is  a  true  de- 
mocracy, for  all  stand  upon  equal  ground  ;  and  the  only  controlling  power 
is  public  opinion  of  the  profession,  the  union  of  the  tnass  in  condemnation 
of  the  individual.  Tlie  body  of  the  profession  being  the  only  tribunal, 
the  opinions  and  practice  of" its  members  must  be  amenable  to  tlieir  praise 
or  censure.  Tlie  moment  these  are  laid  before  the  profession,  they  be- 
come fiir  subjects  of  criticism  and  debate,  if  it  vvei-e  otherwise,  danger- 
ous opinions  mi^^ht  exert  an  unfortunate  influence,  and  valuable  ones  not  be 
sufficiently  pressed.  We  despise  that  spirit  of  fault-finding,  that  sees  no 
good  in  anything;  but  justice  requires  that  we  should  openly  condemn 
what  our  judgment  disapproves. 

In  the  case  of  our  late  President,  the  object  was  so  distinguished,  and 
his  life  so  important,  that  all  eyes  were  turned  with  intense  interest  to  his 
medical  attendants  ;  they  were  viewed  as  holding  a  public  trust  of  the 
dearest  character,  and  should  be  held  answerable  to  the  enlightened  of  the 
profession  for  the  proper  performance  of  that  trust,  according  to  the  ap- 
pi'oved  practice  of  the  profession — as  we  would  hold  a  public  officer  re- 
sponsible for  the  peiTormance  of  his  duty,  according  to  the  settled  princi- 
ples of  the  public  good  and  political  economy.  In  this  light,  and  inas- 
much as  they  have  published  a  report  of  the  case,  making  it  the  property 
of  the  profession,  we  exercise  the  right,  as  a  humble  member,  to  no- 
tice it.  * 

On  the  26th  of  March,  the  report  states,  the  attendant  physician  was 
fii-st  called  to  see  the  President,  and  found  him  "slightly  ailing,  although 
not  confined  to  his  room."  He  complained  of  having  been  slightly  in- 
disposed for  some  days,  which  he  attributed  to  fatigue  and  anxiety  of 
mind.  He  had  not  sent  for  him  to  advise,  but  to  inform  him  of  some  pe- 
culiarities of  constitution  ;  that  he  was  subject  to  neuralgia,  and  had 
been  dyspeptic,  but  avoided  it  of  late  by  attention  to  diet ;  "  that  when  sick 
he  always  required  a  very  stimulating  practice,"  &ic.  General  advice  was 
2 


26  President  Harrison's  last  Illness. 

given,  but  no  medicine.     On  Saturday,  the  27th,  at    1,  P.  M.,  he  was 

suddeidy  called  to  see  the  President.  '•  Found  him  in  bed  ;"  lie  told 
him  thai  "  lie  had  been  attacked  an  hour  and  a  half  previously  with  a  se- 
vere chill."  He  "  prescribed  the  ordinary  remedies,  such  as  mustard  to 
the  stomach,  heat  to  the  extremities,  additional  bed-clolhin;^  and  warm 
drinks.  The  re-action  was  slij^ht,  and  perspiration  readily  induced  by  a 
gentle  diaphoretic  draught,  tartar  emetic,  with  the  spts.  Mindereri  and  di- 
luents." "  At  5,  P.  M.  his  condition  much  improved,  his  skin  warm  and 
moist,  his  thirst  allayed  ;  said  he  was  satisfied  he  should  have  a  good 
night,  and  be  well  in  the  morning;  his  pulse  was  soft,  about  75;  com- 
plained only  of  slight  j)ain  over  the  right  eye,  wliicli  he  considered  neu- 
ralgic," and  for  which  he  declined  any  remedy.  "  His  tongue  being 
slightly  furred,  and  his  bowels  not  having  been  moved  for  two  days,"  he 
prescribed  "  R.  Mass  hydrarg.  gr.  x. ;  ext.  col.  comp.  gis.  iii.  M.  Ft. 
pil.  iii.  ;  this  being  a  medicine  which  he  stated  always  acted  kindly." 

Sunday,  March  28th,  at  4,  A.  M.,  he  was  summoned  to  visit  the  Presi- 
dent ;  "  found  that  about  12  at  night  he  had  been  seized  with  a  violent 
pain  over  the  right  brow,  and  in  his  right  side,  from  wliich  he  still  con- 
tinued to  suffer ;  the  pains  were  intermittent,  equally  increased  by  deep 
inspiration  and  motion,  but  not  by  pressure  ;  contrary  to  his  expectation 
he  had  slept  but  little  during  the  night,  none  since  the  onset  of  the  pain  ; 
he  complained  of  thirst  ;  his  tongue  was  dry  ;  his  mouth  clammy  ;  his 
skin  warm  and  moist  ;  pulse  80,  and  soft ;  occasionally  great  nausea. 
He  attributed  his  pain  to  the  want  of  an  operation  from  his  bowels,  which 
were  uneasy.  1  ordered  enemata,  sinapisms,  with  warmth  to  the  part 
affected,  and  gave  him  a  Siedlitz  powder.  Half  past  8 — more  easy  ; 
bowels  had  been  gently  moved  by  the  enemata.  Ten  o'clock,  finding 
the  bowels  not  sufficiently  moved  by  tlie  injection,  which  caused  small, 
dark,  offensive,  fluid  evacuations,  ordered  one  of  the  following  pills  to  be 
given  every  two  hours:  R.  Hydrarg.  chlorid.  mit.,  gr.  xij. ;  pulv.  rhei, 
gr.  XV. ;  camphorae,  gr.  vi.  M.  Ft.  pil.  No.  vi. ;  and  left  directions  to 
have  cups  freely  applied  to  the  side,  should  the  pain  return  in  my  absence. 
Upon  visiting  the  President,  received  the  following  report.  At  half 
past  11  he  was  very  restless  ;  objected  to  all  local  applications  to  his  side  ; 
applied  laudanum  to  the  rectum  to  remove  the  unpleasant  effects  of  the 
injection;  gave  a  pill  at  12  ;  pain  being  increased,  at  his  request  applied 
laudanum  to  the  part  ;  slight  chilliness  at  half  past  12,  requiring  warm 
applications  to  the  extremities  ;  at  two  gave  the  second  pill,  soon  after 
which  he  had  a  dark,  small,  indurated  passage  similar  to  that  of  the 
morning.  At  half  past  2  I  again  saw  him  ;  his  skin  was  warmer  and 
drier  than  it  had  been ;  pulse  somewhat  accelerated  ;  his  breathing  more 
hurried ;  tongue  and  fauces  dry  ;  thirst  intense ;  face  a  little  flushed. 
Upon  examination  was  satisfied  that  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung  was 
the  seat  of  pneumonia,  complicated  with  congestion  of  the  liver;  but 
that  the  acute  pain  was  neuralgic.  Continued  pills;  had  cups  applied 
over  the  side  affected  ;  Granville's  lotion  to  the  spine  and  brow.  He  was 
relieved  very  much  ;  although  the  quantity  of  blood  taken  by  the  cups 
was  very  small,  he  felt  the  effect  of  its  loss,  breaking  out  into  a  free  per- 
spiration, complaining  of  nausea,  and  a  sense  of  faintness.     It  is  proper 
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to  state  that  my  liULMition,  aftor  thn  cxainiiiation,  was  to  l)lo(!(]  from  the 
arm  ;  hut,  upon  witiK^ssiiiir  th(^  cllc'ct  tiiat  position  had  on  his  pulse,  I  pre- 
ferred the  cups.  Three  o'eloek,  applied  a  hlister  over  the  side,  and  gave 
20  gits,  of  laudanum,  will)  one  of  the;  pills.  At  4,  finding  him  much  re- 
lieved hy  the  laudanum,  and  not  iiaving  yet  j)rocuied  a  i'voc.  evacuation, 
gave  him  five  grains  more  of  calomel,  with  ten  gtts.  of  laudanum,  whicli 
quieted  his  stomach,  relieved  his  pain,  and  he  fell  into  a  calm  sleep." 

The  attendant  physician  then  meets  Dr.  INIay  in  consultation.  On  the 
29lh,  at  7,  A.  iM.,  the  l-^resideut  "somewhat  disturhed  in  his  hreathing, 
with  a  sliifht  dry  cough  ;  had  urinated  freely,  and  passed  several  small, 
black,  fuetid  stools;  had  taken  two  of  the  pills,  with  three  grains  of  calo- 
mel ;  and  on  account  of  his  restlessness,  three  grains  of  Dover's  powder. 
At  this  time  his  pulse  was  80,  soft ;  skin  warm  and  moist;  slight  dull  pain 
in  his  side  more  permanent;  the  bowels  not  having  been  freely  opened, 
ordered  castor  oil  and  demulcents."  At  2  o'clock,  pulse  90;  tongue 
brown  and  pointed  ;  tliirst  great.  Pill  of  calomel,  gr.  i.  ;  ipecac,  and 
pulv.  antimon.  grs.  ii.,  ordered  every  two  hours,  with  some  drink  and 
nourishment.  At  8,  P.  M.,  no  new  symptom  but  the  occurrence  of 
pinkish  mucus.  "  Ordered  continuance  of  pills,  with  a  blister  over  right 
hypochonch'iac,  extending  to  the  epigastric."  His  bowels  not  having 
been  moved  at  the  next  visit,  the  pills  of  calomel  and  ipecac,  and  rhubarb 
were  renewed  until  they  produced  the  desired  effect,  which  debilitating  him, 
and  the  evacuations  being  likely  to  continue,  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium 
and  camphor  were  combined  with  them,  a  weak  brandy-toddy  allowed, 
and  nourishinent,  with  fomentations  to  the  abdomen.  Symptoms  fa- 
vorable at  the  next  visit ;  and  wine  whey  and  pills,  and  infusion  of  ser- 
pentaria  and  seneca,  continued. 

On  April  1st,  incoherence  and  picking  at  the  bed-clothes  having  oc- 
curred, pulse  SO  and  soft,  other  consulting  physicians  were  added  ;  and 
when  his  bowels  had  not  been  opened,  the  calomel,  ipecac,  and  rhubarb 
pill  was  resorted  to  ;  and  when  it  liad  its  effect  and  debilitated  him,  brandy- 
toddy,  nourishment  and  broths  were  allowed.  Expectoration  of  mucus 
tinged  with  blood  occurred.  Light  opiates  were  occasionally  combined  ; 
and  medicine  occasionally  discontinued,  stimulants  alone  being  given. 
The  pulse,  tongue  and  heat  of  the  body  advanced  or  receded  at  the  dif- 
ferent visits.  Camphorated  mercurial  ointment  was  rubbed  over  the  blis- 
tered surface;  spt.  iVIindererus  given,  and  the  seneca  and  serpentaria  infu- 
sion continued;  the  treatment,  to  its  fatal  termination,  being  purely  syinp- 
tomatic  and  "  pro  re  nata'^  Under  this  treatment  the  good  man's  life 
wore  on,  with  remissions  and  exacerbations,  hope  and  subsequent  depres- 
sion, until  life,  like  an  expiring  torch,  flickered  and  ceased. 

In  conclusion,  the  attenilant  physician  observes — "  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  disease  was  not  viewed  as  a  case  of  pure  pneumonia  ;  but  as  this  was 
the  most  palpable  affection,  the  term  pneumonia  afforded  a  succinct  and  in- 
telligible answer  to  the  innumerable  questions  as  to  the  nature  of  the  at- 
tack. It  was  in  fact  one  of  our  ordinary  winter  fevers  of  a  low  grade,  of 
which  pneumonic  inflammation,  hepatic  congestion,  and  gastro-intestinal 
irritation,  were  the  prominent  traits.  No  one  could  be  less  prepared  to 
resist  such  an  attack  than  General  Harrison.     In  early  life  his  constitution 
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had  been  impaired  by  hardsfiips  and  exposure,  and  of  late  years  by  dyspep- 
sia and  neurali^ia  ;  exercise,  regular  bours,  siniple  diet  and  uKMital  (juieiude 
had  preserved  a  Iraine,  by  no  means  robust,  to  a  good  old  age."  Tbe  fa- 
ti;i^ue  attendant  on  bis  inau-^uration,  and  bis  (jfrici.il  duties  subsecjucnl  iberrto, 
witli  ibe  constant  intenuplion  to  vvliicli  be  wai  exposed,  intfrlt-red,  be 
thinks,  with  tbe  bealtblul  operations  of  liis  constitution.  "  JNot  only  bis 
|)bysical  anil  mental  energies  were  strained  to  tbe  utmost,  but  bis  feel- 
ings were  often  subjected  to  tbe  severest  trials.  To  counteract  tbe  inju- 
rious induence  of  sucb  a  mode  of  life,  tbe  greatest  care  ami  prudence  would 
have  scarcely  sufficed,  and  unfortunately  tbe  President  did  not  secine  to 
himself  tbe  rest  necessary  to  sustain  bis  strength.  He  bad  scarcely  en- 
joyed one  night  of  comfortable  repose  since  bis  inauguration,  and  even  at 
his  meals  was  not  free  from  tbe  distraction  of  company.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  fatal  result  of  his  disease  was  not  so  much  a  njatter  of 
surprise  as  of  regret." 

In  taking  a  cuisory  view  of  this  report,  tbe  first  idea  that  presents  itself 
is  the  evident  yielding  of  tbe  practitioner   to  tbe  patient,  as  evinced  in 
these  expressions,  that  occur  in  tbe  report — "  that  when  sick,  be  always 
required  a  very  stimulating  practice  ;"  "  complained  only  of  a  slight  pain 
over  tbe  right  eye,  which  be  considered  neuralgic  ;  and  which  be  ibougiit, 
from  his  own  experience,  would  subside  in  a  few  bours,  aiul  therefore  de- 
clined using  any  remedy  for  it ;"  "  this  being  a  medicine  which  be  stated 
always  acted  kindly  ;"  "  be  attributed  bis  pain  to   tbe  want  of  an  opera- 
lion  fiom  his  bowels,"  &;c.     In  fact,  the  subsequent  treatment  is  so  much 
in  accordance  with  these  opinions  of  bis  constitutional  peculiarities,  that  it 
has  the  appearance  of  being  somewhat  influenced  by  it.     For  ourselves, 
in  opposition  to  the   maxim  of  "  every  man   bis  own    physician  or  a  fool 
at  forty,"  we  bold  that  no  one  is  a  proper  judge  in  bis  own  case.     Incli- 
nation or  prejudice,  more  often   tlian    reason,  directs   our  juflgment  when 
applied  to  ourselves.     Tbe  very  nature  of  the  case  produces  tbe  difficulty  : 
internal  impressions  are  subtle;  too  much  or  little  importance  is  attached 
to  them  usually  by  the   sufferer;  alarm,  the  excitement  of  pain,  and  tbe 
consequent  disturbance  of  mind,  serve  of  themselves  to  unfit   the  patient 
for  judgment   of  any  species, -much   less  to   reason   upon   his  own    case. 
And  even  in  a  wider  sense,  his  judgment  of  bis  constitutional   habits  and 
idiosyncrasies  is  not  always  to  he  trusted  ;  for  that  to  "  know  ourselves  is 
the  most  difficult  of  all  knowledge,"  is  equally  the  truib,  applied  to  phy- 
siological as  to  intellectual   phenomena.     The   business  of  tbe   physician 
is  to  judge,  to  decide,  and  then   to  act  ;  and  though   be  should  avail  him- 
self of  all  the  information  in  the  power  of  the  patient  to  afiord,  and  give 
it  the  consideration  it  is  worth,  bis   decision   is  arbiii-ary  and  final  ;  be  is 
not  bound  to  consult  the  wishes  or  suit  bis  opinion  to  that  of  the  patient ; 
for  if  so,   "  Othello's  occupation 's  gone" — it  is  no   longer  the  physician, 
but  the  patient,  who   practises.     We  should   not  have  alluded  to  this,  at 
such  length,  were  we  not  convinced  that  it  is  too  common   a  fault  in  tbe 
profession,  and  that  popularity  is  often  sought  by  it,  at  tbe  expense  of  duty  ; 
and  for  the  more  especial  reason,  that  the  physician  attendant  seems  to 
state  the  fact  "  that  the  President  informed  him  he  always  required  a  very 
stimulating  practice  when  sick,"  thus  early  in  the  report,  to  prepare  the 
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reader's  miiid  for  the  (levelo[)iuciU  of  the  report,  and  to  show  that  he  act- 
ed by  authority. 

Ill  ghiuciiig  tlie  eye  over  the  re|)ort,  we  cannot  see  the  particular  ohject 
of  the  treatment,  unless  it  was  to  allect  the;  system  witlj  mercurials.  J3ut 
if  such  w(>re  the  case,  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  C()nsist(MilIy  carried 
out;  for  (hey  were  discontinued  occasionally,  and  not  uniformly  so  com- 
bined, or  in  such  (juantities,  as  to  i)aveexp(Hlite(l  that  effect.  It  is  |)leasant, 
in  the  report  of  a  case,  to  see  some  clear  and  well-defjued  idea  in  the  re- 
porter's mind  of  the  exact  character  of  the  disease,  and  to  find  the  treat- 
ment, subse(jU(Miily  pursued,  possess  fitness  and  purpose.  This  pleasure, 
w  hieh  simulates  medicine  to  the  exact  sciences,  will  be  afftjrded  to  but 
few  by  the  perusal  of  the  report  before  us  ;  in  vain  will  he  turn  over  its 
pauses  to  see  why  all  that  was  done,  was  done,  unless  he  be  satisfied  with 
the  solution,  that  the  comfort  of  the  President,  and  the  palliation  of  every 
unpleasant  symptom  that  might  occur,  was  alone  the  duty  and  purpose 
of  the  physician.  Pills  were  t;iven  when  the  bowels  had  not  been  open- 
ed, and  discontinued  when  they  were.  Brandy-toddy  was  i^iven  and 
nourishment  when  he  felt  debilitated  by  the  action  of  the  medicine,  and 
dispensed  with  to  resume  the  medicine,  when  sufficiently  stimulated. 
Opium  was  i!;iven  in  homoeopathic  doses  when  he  was  restless,  or  his 
operations  too  frequent,  or  he  complained  of  pain,  and  laid  aside  for  reme- 
dies that  tended  to  arouse  it  again.  In  fact,  the  treatment  seems  to  have 
had  no  decided  chaiacter,  to  have  been  purely  symptomatic,  directed 
merely  to  the  relief  of  the  momentary  difficulty,  and  not  to  the  subjection 
o(  the  disease;  and  this  seems  to  have  arisen  from  their  fear  of  tlie  age 
of  the  patient,  and  that  ancient  bug-bear  in  the  profession,  debility.  They 
were  too  solicitous  about  supporting  the  strength,  and  added  fuel  to  the 
fire  they  were  called  to  extiuiiuish.  Tlie  very  name  and  character  of  the 
disease  was  a  matter  of  doubt,  apparently,  until  the  report  had  been  re- 
vised ;  and  on  revision,  so  unsuited  was  the  ti'eatment  to  wliat  is  ordina- 
rily termed  pneumonia,  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  for  hauling  down 
the  standard  under  which  he  liad  fought,  and  rearing  another,  to  come  off 
with  any  show  of  honor. 

There  is  the  most  marked  minuteness  in  certain  portions  of  the  report, 
particulaily  about  details  very  unimpoitant,  whilst  the  condition  o(  the 
lim^s  is  passed  over  with  the  simple  expression,  "on  examination,  was 
satisfied  tliat  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung  was  the  seat  of  pneumonia.'* 
Nothing  more  is  mentioned  ;  the  reasons  of  this  opinion,  the  sounds  of 
the  ch<'st,  other  physical  signs,  and  the  progress  of  the  affection  in  the 
lung,  are  not  stated,  the  whole  subject  being  passed  aside,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  occasional  mention  of  the  cough  and  ex|)ectoration.  Such 
an  oversight  in  tlie  report  scarcely  accords  with  the  enlightenment  of  the 
profession,  or  that  scrupulous  particularity  in  watching  and  noting  the  im- 
portant features  of  the  disease,  that  the  distinguished  victim  was  entitled 
to.  "  It  is  proper  to  state,"  he  remarks  (after  having  said  the  President 
was  very  much  relieved  ;  and  though  the  quantity  of  blood  taken  by  the 
cups  was  very  small,  he  felt  the  effect  of  its  loss,  breaking  out  into  a  fj*ee 
perspiration,  complaining  of  nausea  and  a  sense  of  faintness),  "  that  my 
intention,  after  the  examination,  was  to  bleed  from  the  arm ;  but  upoo 
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witnessing  the  effect  that  position  had  on  his  pulse,  he,  1  preferred  the 
cups."  We  can  scarcely  understand  this  ;  he  does  not  say  what  effect 
position  had  on  his  pulse,  and  gives  as  a  reason  for  not  carrying  out  his 
intention,  at  wliich  tlie  very  phrase  seems  conscience-slricken,  no  reason 
at  all,  and  a  &ic.,  unless  we  consider  the  last  words  ol"  tlie  sentence,  "  he 
preferred  the  cups,"  as  such.  This  case  is  an  anomaly  : — a  very  small 
quantity  of  blood,  taken  by  cups,  produced  fainlness  and  nausea  in  a  iull- 
grown  person,  free  from  nervous  disahilily,  when  but  an  instant  before,  the 
physician  felt  authorized  to  take  blood  from  the  arm.  We  do  not  know 
whetiier  cups  have  done  more  good  or  evil  in  ihe  profession  of  m  edi- 
cine ;  time  has  been  lost  in  their  tiial,  and  valuable  and  energetic  means 
deferred  till  too  late  whilst  trusting  to  their  effect.  The  physician,  to 
save  himself  the  trouble  of  bleeding,  or  to  quiet  the  patient  who  deems 
himself  too  weak  to  be  blooded  by  the  lancet,  prescribes  cups,  when 
perhaps  the  control  of  the  disease  is  lost  by  such  a  course.  The  profes- 
sion, however,  seem  generally  to  consider  it  as  a  fixed  principle,  that  un- 
less in  chronic  cases,  cups  should  not  be  used,  or  are  not  deemed  effectual, 
until  after  depletion  by  the  lancet. 

"  The  term  pneumonia,"  he  remarks,  "  was  used  because  it  afforded 
a  succinct  and  intelligible  answer  to  the  numerous  inquiries  that  were 
made;"  but  from  the  report  it  will  be  observed,  it  was  not  considered  a 
case  of  pure  pneumonia  ;  "it  was  in  fact  one  of  our  ordinary  winter  fe- 
vers of  a  low  grade,  of  which  pneumonic  inflammation,  hepatic  conges- 
tion, and  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  were  the  prominent  trails."  An  an- 
swer not  in  accordance  with  the  fact,  we  should  suppose,  is  neither  suc- 
cinct nor  intelligible,  properly  speaking ;  it  had  the  effect  of  misleading 
the  profession,  and  justly  gave  rise  to  that  dissatisfaction  among  its  mem- 
bers that  exhibited  itself  in  a  certain  quarter.  But  although  the  treatment 
of  the  case  was  not  such  as  is  usually  pursued  in  pneumonia,  and  its 
termination  unlike  its  ordinary  form,  the  change  of  its  name  seems  rather 
an  after-thought,  and  appears  as  a  lame  apology,  a  mere  attempt  to  dis- 
arm criticism.  To  our  mind  it  was  a  case  of  insidious  pneumonia  ;  the 
chill,  the  character  of  the  cough  and  expectoration,  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  he,  according  to  the  attendant  physician's  own  account,  with  his 
location  of  the  disease,  are  sufficient  evidence  of  this.  Instead  of  being 
in  its  origin  a  case  of  "  ordinary  winter  fever  of  a  low  grade,"  it  was  a 
violent  inflammatory  attack,  allowed  to  rage  unchecked  in  one  of  the 
viscera  most  important  to  life,  until  nature,  exhausted,  sank  into  the  low 
grade  of  fever,  for  the  occurrence  of  which  no  necessity,  in  all  human 
probability,  existed,  had  timely  and  active  measures  been  used,  instead  of 
cups,  mustard  plasters,  and  a  Seidlitz  powder.  The  termination  of  pneu- 
monia in  such  a  forni,  under  such  circumstances,  is  no  novelty  ;  and 
hence  the  variety  of  the  disease,  termed  pneumonia  typhoides.  The 
nursing  we  cannot  object  to,  for  nothing  else  does  it  ap|)ear ;  but  cer- 
tainly it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  have  employed  their 
talents  and  attention  in  those  minor  offices,  which  might  as  well  have 
been  attended  to  by  less  aspiring  and  cultivated  minds. 

A  popular  author  describes  pneumonia  thus  : — "  Like  other  acute  affec- 
tions, it  commences  with  shivering,  followed  by  a  hot  stage,  which  is  in 
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general   pretty  violent,  unless  in  congestive  infl.'unination,  when  coldness 
predominates.      Pain   is  not   a   well-marked  symptom   in  inflammation  of 
the  snhstance  of  the  hmi^s  ;  the  patient  comphiins  rather  of  a  tit^dilness  in 
tlie  ihoiax  ;  wlien  pain  exists,  it  is  in  general  dull,  instead  of  sharp.    Tiie 
conL;h    is   dry  at   \\\r.  eommrncement,  and   continues   very  distressing  and 
obstinate  ;  the  expectoration  is  scanty,  viscid,  and  discolored   from  an  ad- 
mixture of  l)lood.     The   pulse   is   variable  in  many  respects,  and   practi- 
tioners should  be  very  wary  in  depending  upon  it  in  the  confident  manner 
so  generally  followed,  and   mon*   paiticularly  in  pneumonia,  which  1  liave 
known    to   go  on  rapidly  to  fatal  termination,  the    pulse  never  exceeding 
the  natural  standard.     With  respect  to  the  heat  of  skin,  I  have  similar  re- 
marks to  make,  for  although  in  many  cases  it  may  be  hot  and  dry,  yet  in 
others  it  is  below  the  natural   standard.     The   tongue  soon,  in  the  course 
of  this  disease,  becomes  parched  and  dark  colored  ;  a  dry,  glossy  tongue 
is  always  a  bad  symptom.     In  very  severe  forms  of  pneumonia,  particu- 
larly when  an  extensive  portion  of  the  lungs  is  inflamed,  and  when  effu- 
sion into  the  air-passages  exists,  or  in  cases  accompanied  by  local  conges- 
tion, the   powers  of  life   quickly  give  way,  accompanied   by  symptoms 
usually  denominated  typhoid.      In   truth,  this  form  of  the  disease  has  ob- 
tained the  name  of  pneumonia    typhoides.     1  object  to   the  adjunct  ty- 
phoides,  as  expressing  erroneous  ideas  of  the  pathological  condition  of  the 
body.     Remissions  of  the  complaint  sometimes  take  place,  and  it  is  too 
much  the  custom  at  such  times,  either  to  omit  the  necessary  remedies,  or 
to  be  too  solicitous  about  supporting  the  strength.     The  only  certain  test 
of  pneumonia  is  that  derived  by  auscultation."     Under  the  head  of  treat- 
ment, he  says,  "  the  lancet  is  to  be  used  freely.     Even  on  this  side  of  the 
Channel,  bleeding  is  not  always  followed  out  as  it  ought  to  be  ;"  nor  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  we  should  say.     "  I  am  persuaded,  from  expe- 
rience in  treating  this  disease,  and  examinations   after  death,  that  much 
more  mischief  is  done  by  bleeding  too  litde,  than  by  bleeding  too  much." 
In  comparing  the  case  of  the  President,  as  given  by  the  reporter,  with 
this  account   of  pneumonia  taken   at  random,  there  is  a  strong  similarity, 
though   that  case  was  one  of  "  ordinary   winter  fever  of  a  low  grade." 
But  in  comparing  the  treatment,  we  find  them  diverse  as  the  poles.     He 
attributes  the  ill  success  of  the  French  in    violent  cases  of  pneumonia,  to 
their  "  milk  and  water  practice."  This  epithet,  we  fear,  will  be  stamped  on 
the  report  before  us.     The  attendant  physician,  by  way  of  apology,  a ppa.- 
rently,  for  the  fatal  termination  of  the  case,  informs  us  that  the  greatest  pru- 
dence had  scarcely  preserved  to  a  good  old  age,  a  constitution  by  no  means 
robust,  and  shattered  by  early  hardships  and  disease,  and  that  the  fatigue 
prior  and  subsequent   to  the  inauguration,  and   the  continual  interruption 
to  which  he  was  subjected,  rendered  the  termination  of  his  disease  rather 
a  subject  of  regret  than  surprise.     This  may  serve  to  satisfy  his  mind,  but 
not  ours,  for  we  differ  as  to  the  facts.    Who  that  saw  his  manly  carriage,  his 
rich  color,  and  was  acquainted  with  his  frugal  and  active  habits  ;  who  that 
listened  to  his  full,  strong  voice,  even  after  protracted  effort,  or  beheld  his 
hale  old  age,  would  have  supposed  him  the  worn-out,  broken-dow^n  being, 
weak  and  decrepid,  that  is  here  depicted  ?     From  appearances  and  facts, 
one  would,  on  the  contrary,  have  adjudged  him  a  constitution  like  an  old 
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oak,  over  whose  heatl  many  storms  and  winters  had  passed,  hut  still 
standini^  proudly  erect,  strong  and  unscathed.  Such  was  the  opinion 
even  of  his  enemies,  who  saw  and  heard  him;  and  the  contiary  was  de- 
nounced as  a  political  calumny,  that  died  away  hefore  the  si^ht  and 
knowledge  of  the  mm  ;  and  much  do  we  regret  to  see  it  levived  in  tliis 
report,  with  an  ohject  apparently  not  more  nohle  than  its  original  one. 

In  conclusion,  we  roi[)Oie,  for  ourselves,  to  form  any  opinion  until  the 
puhlicalion  oftliis  report ;  to  have  done  so,  would  have  heen  unjust  to  the 
pliysicians  who  attended  the  President — in  fact,  ecjulvalent  io  judging 
without  the  evidence  hefore  us.  As  we  have  stated,  we  deem  it  now  as 
before  the  profession,  and  have  exen:ised  the  right  to  notice  it  as  a  report 
and  as  a  medical  mulier,  without  the  slightest  unkind  feeling  or  personal 
thought  as  to  those  gentlemen.  Our  remarks  may  he  too  general,  con- 
sider! ig  the  limited  criticism  and  authorities  to  which  we  have  referred, 
but  are  not  meant  as  offensive.  If  the  report  be  defended,  we  shall  feel 
ourselves  hound  to  answer  to  the  best  of  our  ability  and  information  ; 
and  if  in  error  and  convinced,  w  ill  most  freely  confess  it.  We  may  he 
wrong,  and  ignorance  and  presumption  may  have  ledus  into  error;  but  we 
have  given  our  opinion  candidly,  and  justly,  for  what  it  is  worth.  To  be 
corrected  in  it,  will  be  a  source  of  pleasure,  rather  than  mortification. 
Truth  can  only  be  discovered  by  the  agitation  of  debate. 


YELLOW   FEVER. 

4    LETTER    ADDRESSED    TO    WM.    INGALLS,    JR.,    M.D.,    RESIDENT    IN    LAUREL    HILL,    WEST 

FELICIANA,    LOUISIANA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Boston,  Ans^ust  Gfh,  1S41. 
My  Dear  Doctor, — It  is  announced  in  the  public  prints,  that  the  yel- 
low fever  is  prevalent  in  Havana;  and,  as  at  former  periods,  it  is  not  im- 
possible it  may  make  its  appearance  at  New  Orleans  ;  and  ha\ing  been 
informed  last  summer,  by  your  fi'Iend,  Mr.  Barrow,  that  the  last  time  the 
yellow  fever  prevailed  at  New  Orleans,  it  extended  as  far  as  B  lyou  Sira, 
filteen  miles  from  the  place  where  you  reside,  and  that  scarcely  an  indi- 
vidual attacked  with  this  malady  recovered,  1  am  induced  to  submit  for 
your  consideration  the  mere  outlines  of  the  manner  in  which  I  ti'eated 
the  disease,  supposed  to  be  imported  into  this  city  in  the  ship  Ten 
Brothers,  in  the  summer  of  1819.  To  effect  this  object  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible, I  shall  relate  the  history  and  treatmant  of  three  of  the  worst  cases 
that  came  under  my  care,  which  recovered. 

Case  1st. — I  was  called  at  early  dawn  to  visit  E.  Shattuck,  a 
gro3er.  The  patient  had  been  laboring  under  the  disease  about  six  hours. 
This  was  the  most  ardent  case  of  fever  1  attended  during  the  season. 
His  eyes  were  bright  and  glistening,  accompanied  with  a  malignant  and 
stern  look  ;  the  face  flushed,  and  did  not  assume  the  indescribable  aspect* 

The  apoearaiice  of  the  countenance  has  been  represented  to  be  similar  to  that  of  "  anv  nerson  with 
a  n,)ria  cumpleKion,  durinsc  the  Imriiiiur  of  sitjrlts  of  wine  in  a  dark  room  ;"  to  nie  as  unsatisfactory  a 
nMith  ^V^l  ^  ^''''  evtolled   paiutinsis  by   Henry  VViiliauis,  Esq.,  in  the  room  of  the  Board  of 

i-fr^^  «r°.K***       uescription  of  the  pulse  by  Dr.  Rush,  justly  entitled  to  ihc  highly  honorable  appel- 
laiioa  of  the  American  Sydenham.  >  j       j 
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peculiar  to  tlio  yc^llow  (r\-v\-  "m  Ics;;  Midciit  cases,  until  the  yellow  sufFu- 
sion  made  its  appearance  ;  the  Ihmi  piniircnt  mid  luiiniii'^f  ;  the  [iclioii 
ol  the  heart — as  iiKhcaled  by  the  pulses — rapid,  sliiinifhii;;  aud  veiy 
irremdar,  iiiipaitiiiu;  to  the  touch  the  scns.ilioii  of  fidness  and  hardness  ; 
and  the  countenance  expressive  of  <;reat  anxiety  and  distress;  pains  in 
{\]c  head,  hick  and  Tunhs  ;  the  tongue  was  thick,  nairow  and  pointed, 
widi  ihi'  holders  red.  and  a  white  for  in  the  centre. 

Tnat)iun(. — The  (ir'>t  step  taken  was  to  shave  the  crown  of  the  ix^d  ; 
then  t!)e  apphcation  of  hn<j,e  hnen  idoths  wet  with  cold  water,  (icsh  frotn 
the  pump,  was  niaihi  to  the  head  suddetdy  and  repeatedly — this  mode  of 
npplyini:  cold  water  was  substituted  for  atliision — until  the  violence;  of  the 
action  of  the  heart  was,  in  some  measure,  abated,  when  a  vesicatory  was 
applied.  After  the  application  of  cold  vvat  -r,  an  emetic,  composed  ot 
six  grains  of  taitrate  of  antimony,  was  given,  which  conlimied  to  ope^rale 
copiously  for  about  foin-  hours  ;  in  this — and  in  most  instances — accom- 
panied with  dejections.  The  stools  and  the  matter  ejected  from  the  sto- 
mach were  bilious.  As  soon  as  the  vomiting  ceased,  the  patient  w  as  or- 
dered 10  mak(;  use  of,  for  his  connnon  drink,  an  infusion  of  one  ounce  of 
the  leaves  of  senna,  and  an  ecjnal  quantity  of  balm*  (melissa  ofllcinalis 
herbn),  in  a  quait  of  water.  The  infusion  was  continued  until  the  dis- 
charges became  small  and  assumed  a  brown  color.  At  this  pi^riod,  which 
may  be  considered  as  the  termination  of  the  first  stage,  a  remission  took 
place,  that  lasted  several  hours,  when  the  fever  returned  with  aggravated 
force.     ' 

During  the  remission  the  patient  w^as  allowed  to  sit  in  a  chair,  until  he 
took  a  cup  of  tea;  and  his  bed-clothes  and  bedding,  if  necessary,  were 
changed.  The  remission  of  the  fever;  the  corresponding  subsidence  of 
its  symptoms  ;  and  the  consequent  tranquillity  experienced  by  the  patient, 
were  so  great  as  would  be  likely  to  deceive  the  unwary  practitioner. 
These  flattering  appearances  were  soon  changed  into  symptoms  of  great 
severity  and  danger.  In  this  instance  a  circumstance  took  place,  wdiich 
determined,  with  very  considerable  precision,  the  duration  of  l\w  Jirst 
stage.  On  the  second  day  of  my  attendance,  at  10  o'clock,  there  occurred 
a  remission,  which  was  announced  by  hemoiihage  from  the  nose,  amount- 
ing, according  to  my  best  judgment,  to  a  gill.  In  about  half  an  hour 
afterwards  as  much  more  blood  was  discharged.  I  saw  the  patient  at 
early  dawn,  say  4  o'clock  ;  from  this  time  to  the  time  the  epistaxis  hap- 
pened was  thirty  hours;  to  this  add  the  time  at  which  we  dated  the  at- 
tack, and  it  will  make  the  duration  of  the  first  stage  to  be  thirl) -six  hours. 

The  second  stage  was  ushered  in  by  a  tense,  circumscribed,  and  exces- 
sively tender  tumor  in  the  epigastric  region,  and  the  return  of  pernicious 
dejections. 

Treatment. — To  counteract  the  effects  of  these  symptoms,  a  blistering 
plaster  of  four  inches  by  five  was  applied,  and  the  administration  of  the 
i[ifusion  of  senna  and  balm  resumed,  and  continued  umil  the  tenderness 
and  tumefaction  of  the  stomach  subsided,  w  hen  a  slight  remission  followed. 

The  tliird  stage. — The  prominent  synq)toms  of  the  third  sta<'e  were  a 
puffy  or  meteorismic  inflation   in   the  hypogastric  region,  easily  compressi- 

*  The  balm  is   added  to  render  tlie  infusion  more  palatable. 
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ble — or,  in  other  words,  by  no  means  tense — and  but  slightly  tender  when 
compressed  ;  a  cessation  of  the  pulse  in  llie  radial  artery  ;  a  lividness 
coinmencini^  at  the  tinkers  and  jL;radiially  exlendini^  upwards  to  a  little 
above  the  wrists,  and  at  the  toes  to  a  little  above  the  ard<les  ;  stonjach  ex- 
tremely irritable — rejecting  instantly  the  least  particle  of  liquid  ;  dejec- 
lions  had  ceased — the  last  were  small  and  of  a  l)ro\vn  color;  and  the  pa- 
tient lay  motionless  on  his  back.  Tlie  lividity  of  the  exireM)ilies  n^mained 
more  than  twenty-four  hours  before  it  hegan  to  disappear ;  and  it  was 
nearly  forty-eight  hours  before  a  slight  Huttering  in  the  pidso  was  per- 
ceived, or  the  stomach  retained  liquids.  During  the  convalescence  solid 
food  was  introduced  with  great  caution. 

Case  2d. — August  29th,  Mr. Kimball  was  taken.    He  resided  in 

Liberty  square.  He  had  been  engaged  in  collecting  the  "  scrapings  of 
the  hold  of  the  ship  Ten  Brothers,  and  was  consequently  exposed  to  the 
fomites  of  yellow  fever.  I  visited  him  at  noon,  just  after  Mr.  Meriam 
(who  was  attended  by  Dr.  Mann,  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Army),  with 
whom  he  boarded,  had  expired.  He  had  been  indisposed  several  houi-s 
before  I  saw  him.  His  symptoms  at  the  onset  and  during  the  course  of 
the  disease  were  not  of  so  high  a  grade  as  in  the  first  case.  A  similar 
course  of  treatment  was  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the  application 
of  cold  water  and  the  vesicatory.  The  duration  of  this  stage  was  con- 
jectured to  be  about  forty-two  hours. 

The  remission,  which  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  lasted 
from  six  to  eight  hours.  During  this  period  he  sat  up  in  his  chair  some 
time,  drank  a  cup  of  tea,  had  his  bed  made  up  afresh,  and  was  perfectly 
tranquil  till  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when 

Tlie  second  stage,  as  was  anticipated,  commenced,  attended  with  symp- 
toms similar  to  those  in  the  first  case ;  and,  of  course,  a  similar  mode  of 
cure  was  pursued. 

The  third  stage  presented  the  same  phenomena  as  in  the  first  case, 
and  similar  remedies  were  prescribed.  It,  perhaps,  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
serve, in  this  case,  that  the  iiritability  of  the  stomach  was  not  so  great, 
nor  the  cessation  of  the  pulse  of  so  long  continuance,  nor  the  lividity  of 
the  hands  and  feet  of  so  deep  a  hue,  as  in  the  first  and  third  cases. 

Case  3d. — Sept.  7th,  1819,  J.  VV.  was  seized  with  the  fever.  The  source 
whence  the  disease  originated  was  not  ascertained.  His  sister  was  previously 
attacked  with  the  fever,  of  which  she  died.  In  Mr.  VV.'s  case  the  several 
stages  of  the  disease  were  as  well  marked  as  in  the  first  case,  and  the  same 
course  of  treatment  was  observed,  with  the  exception  of  the  application  of 
a  vesicatory  to  the  head.  In  the  last  stage,  when  the  pulse  had  ceased  to 
to  throb,  the  hands  and  feet  were  intensely  livid  a  little  above  the  wrists 
and  ankles,  and  the  stomach  became  excessively  irritable  ;  abstinence 
from  liquids  was  rigidly  enjoined;  on  my  evening  visit,  however,  I  found 
a  large  pitcher  of  water  was  placed  on  a  chair  by  his  bed-side.  1  expos- 
tulated with  him  and  the  family  for  the  breach  of  my  express  command. 
His  bed  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  a  large  square  room,  for  the  purpose 
of  rendering  tlie  advantage  to  be  derived  from  ventilation  more  complete; 
and,  notwithstanding  my  positive  injunction  to  abstain  altogether  from 
liquids,  he  took  the  pitcher  and  drank  a  large  draught  of  cold  water, 
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which  was  instanlly  njccUMl  with  such  force  as  to  strike  the  opposite 
wall  ;  and  notwilhslaiuhnL!;  my  apprehensions,  that  this  indiscretion  w(Hjhl 
rend(;r  the  casc^  desperate,  notliini^f  occurred  to  sliow  tliat  this  act  was  at- 
tended with  the  shiihtest  inconvenience. 

o 

[To  be  cunliiuird.J 


MASSACIlUSF/rTS  CHNERAL  HOSPITAL— SURGIC  A  I.  CASKS  TREATED 

nv  s.  I).  tovvnsi:nd,  m.d.,  sur(;lon. 

[Cotiiiniiiiicnted  for  ihe  BoHton  Medicnl  and  SurgicnIJourna].] 

Tenotomy. — J.  W.,  aged  35  years,  entered  the  Hospital  July  15th,  with 
contracted  knee.  When  five  years  of  age  was  badly  scalded,  leaving  an 
eschar  extending  from  tlie  nates  on  the  right  side,  along  the  under  and  outer 
part  of  the  limb,  to  the  foot.  Ever  since  the  accident  there  has  been  an 
ulcer  on  the  hack  of  the  leg,  over  the  head  of  the  fibula.  About  two  years 
ago  another  ulcer  broke  out  in  tlie  old  cicatrix,  since  which  time  it  has  con- 
tinued to  spread  until  it  covered  a  space  commencing  six  inches  below  the 
trochanter  in  the  direction  of  the  biceps  muscle,  to  about  five  inches  be- 
low the  knee.  The  ulcer  was  offensive  and  ill-conditioned,  with  a  raised 
and  jagged  edge.  For  the  last  six  months  the  limb  has  been  contracting, 
until  it  became  fixed  at  a  right  angle,  obliging  him  to  resort  to  crutches. 
The  knee-joint  was  not  involved  in  the  disease,  as  the  limb  could  be  fidly 
flexed  upon  the  thigh,  but  not  extended  beyond  the  right  angle.  Latterly 
his  health  and  strength  has  failed  him,  and  all  attempts  to  heal  the  ulcer 
has  been  unsuccessful.  He  came  to  the  Hospital  with  the  intention  of 
submitting  to  amputation  if  no  relief  could  be  afforded  him,  but  the  case 
did  not  seeivi  to  require  so  severe  an  alternative.  If  the  ulceration  which 
existed  over  the  biceps  muscle  was  kept  up  by  the  contraction  of  that 
of  the  opposite  ham-strings,  dividing  the  tendons  would  restore  the  limb 
to  its  normal  position,  and  a  healthy  condition  of  the  ulcer  would  proba- 
bly ensue. 

With  this  view  of  the  case,  on  the  23d  of  July,  I  proceeded  to  the 
operation  in  the  following  manner:  The  patient  was  laid  upon  the  ope- 
rating table  upon  his  face,  and  extension  of  the  limb  kept  up  by  an  as- 
sistant. The  thickened  and  ulcerated  cellular  substance  was  divided  for 
about  an  inch,  until  the  tendon  of  the  biceps  was  exposed,  this  was  then 
divided,  and  it  then  became  necessary  to  extend  the  incision  two  inches 
on  the  outside  of  the  knee,  through  the  hardened  and  contracted  skin, 
which  gave  sensible  relief  to  the  limb.  The  popliteal  nerve  was  now 
fully  exposed.  The  tendons  of  the  semi-tendinosus  and  membrinosus 
being  the  only  obstacles  remaining  to  full  extension,  were  divided  with 
the  tenotome,  by  the  subcutaneous  method.  Very  little  blood  was  lost 
during  the  operation,  and  no  vessel  required  tying.  The  cavity  made  by  the 
operation  was  filled  with  scraped  lint,  and  covered  by  a  wet  compress. 
He  suffered  much  duiini(  the  ensuing;  evening  from  spasmodic  twitchintrs 
of  the  limb,  and  it  was  necessary  to  give  a  large  opiate  to  quiet  him. 
For  a  few  days  after  the  operation  extension  of  the  limb  was  attended 
with  much  pain,  but  was  relieved  by  poultices  and  opiate  fomentations. 
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Oi)  the  oOtli  tlie  wound  beijan  to  granulate ;  the  ulcer  continued  sta- 
tionary. To  iht'  latter  the  nitrate  of  silver  was  applied,  and  subsequenlly 
the  eaiHtic  |)Otash,  umler  wliieh  treatment  it  now  (Aui^usl  10)  presents  a 
more  healthy  aspect,  while  the  limb  is  extended  with  ease,  with  a  lair 
prospect  of  being  ultimately  useful. 
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YELLOW   FEVER   AT   NEW   ORLEANS   AND   HAVANA. 

Since  the  reference  which  was  made  last  week  to  this  disease,  informa- 
tion has  been  received  that  several  cases  have  occurred  ai  New  Orleans, 
attended  with  a  fatal  termination  in  one  or  two  instances;  but  at  the  Cha- 
rily Hospital  not  a  patient  had  been  received  with  it.  At  Havana  the 
yellow  fever  is  frightfully  rife  in  the  shipping.  Scarcely  a  vessel  arrives 
from  that  port  that  does  not  report  the  melancholy  loss  of  several  of  the 
crew  by  it,  and  at  the  latest  date  nirie  American  vessels  were  lying  there 
wiihoni  a  man  aboard.  A  sad  catalogue  of  deaths  may  be  anticipated  at 
both  places,  before  that  scourge  of  tropical  climates  has  expended  its 
strength. 

Report  of  the  Treatment  of  the  late  President  Harrison. — A  communi- 
cation appears  in  the  Journal  to-day,  that  will  be  regarded  with  aileniion, 
it  is  apprehended  by  practitioners  generally.  The  circuujstance  of  re- 
ceiviuLT  ihe  manuscript  brings  to  mind  an  inquiry  made  some  lime  since  by 
an  intelliiient  oenileman,  whether  the  attending  physician's  aciount  of  the 
manner  of  treaiinfr  the  disease  of  which  General  Harrisoi»  died,  was  drawn 
up  by  himself?  Now  it  cannot  very  well  be  concealfMl,  since  rumor  has 
laken  control  of  the  story,  thai  verv  inany  conceive  that  ihe  scientific  super- 
vision of  a  medical  irentleman  in  Philadelphia  was  thouryhi  quite  necessary 
to  give  completeness  to  a  report,  which  had  been  roughed  out  -aX  Wash- 
ington, but  was  thus  finished  according  to  modern  retpiirements  of  litera- 
ture and  science.  Some  people,  it  is  well  Unown,  are  not  satisfied  with 
relating  a  discreditable  fact,  without  giving  it  some  importanl  additions 
which  "inight  not  be  improbable  :  hence  the  suggestion  that  the  prescrip- 
tions in  the  medical  report  were  constructed  cautiously,  under  the  vigilant 
sunervision  of  a  scholar,  some  time  after  the  denth  of  the  illustrious  pa- 
tient. If  we  could  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  matter,  il^wonld  be  exceedingly 
oraiifvinir.  Not  knowing,  with  certainty,  whether  envy  or  ignorance  is  at 
The  bottom  of  these  reports,  a  hope  is  entertained  that  those  who  can,  will 
clear  up  the  rnist  that  now  envelopes  a  matter  in  which  the  whole  profes- 
sion feels  an  interest. 


Southern  Botanical  Medical  Journal— k  new  setni-monthly,  in  double 
lar'^e-sized  octavo  coluujns,  has  just  commenced  existence  at  Forsyth, 
Geo.,  under  the  editorial  direction  of  the  faculty  of  the  Southern  Botani- 
co-Medical  College,  a  newly  incorporaied,  mongrel  institution,  located  in 
that  place.     No.  2,  the  only  one   in  the   series   that  we  have  seen\  shows 
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no  lililc  iiitolKHniml  povcrlv,  lliou^li  notfuiilu  v(\u',\\  in  this  resport  to  some 
of  ils  botanical  cotoinpornrics.  For  cxainplo,  there  is  one  long  article  on 
the  (iiscoveri(\^  of  Ii;iron  Hallor,  who  (iied  ijcforc  any  of  the  prcsenl  i^n'ne- 
iMlion  wcro  born.  The  rcC'Mil  discovery  ol  the  circiilijlion  o(  ihe  blood, 
bv  one  Dr.  Ilervcy.of  L^ngland  oiiLjIil  to  !)(.•  in  ly|)C'  lor  the  no.xt  No.  Next 
lollows  that  old  sinj;-soii<4;  Jorctniad  —  the  bnrilcn  ol  uK.'dicine  monikers 
—  mi/icral  ])oiso,is.  A  siicUy  comment  on  liurf^Mindy  Pitch,  toj^elber  with 
a  li<.rl>l  paper  on  huttcr-fly  weed,  ant!  a  soporific  dissertation  on  goose  grass, 
are  the  other  prominent  j);ipeis.  One  of  the  elite  of  tfie  reform  school, 
Dr.  \Vm,  H.  Fonerden,  a  professor  of  botanical  theory  and  practice,  has 
sadly  beiraved  the  interests  and  dignity  of  the  new  Collerrc,  lor  which  he 
lias  been  expelled,  prist  haste,  and  to  finish  him,  the  Masonic  LodjLie,  No. 
IS.  of  Georgia,  expunged  him  also.  The  Journal  is  behind  the  age,  all  of 
two  hundred  years.  If  the  faculty  who  are  entrusted  with  its  interests 
can  make  no  better  show  of  talents  than  this  specimen  exhibits,  they  had 
belter  dabble  in  something  less  adhesive  than  Burgundy  ])ilch,  which  is 
bad  stuff  to  meddle  with  in  dog-days. 


Plague  and  Smallpox. — The  plague,  which  is  continually  sweeping  off 
multitudes  of  human  beings  in  some  part  of  the  Eastern  world,  after  hav- 
ing expended  its  force  of  late  in  Alexandria,  was  abating  at  the  last  dates, 
At  Cairo,  thirty  deaths  a  day  had  suddenly  risen  to  sixty-five  ;  and  yet 
medical  amateurs  talk  about  the  non-contagiousness  of  plague,  as  speech- 
makers  in  the  JMassachusetts  Legislature  did  of  smallpox,  a  few  years 
since — making  it  out  clearly,  to  the  comprehension  of  the  General  Court, 
that  it  was  real  sport  to  have  the  smallpox,  it  was  so  much  milder  than 
moonshine.  Still,  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  such  conclusive  forensic  rea- 
soning as  characterised  that  particular  session,  when  certain  old  health 
laws,  as  they  were  called,  underwent  some  beautiful  modernising  pro- 
cesses, as  the  spirit  of  the  age  required,  the  smallpox  has  not  failed  from 
that  day  forth,  in  this  same  Commonwealth,  to  carry  more  people  to  the 
grave  in  six  months,  than  in  the  old,  but  unpopular,  regeme,  would  have 
died  by  it  in  three  years. 


Superintend.ent  of  the  New  Hampshire  Hospital  for  the  Insane. — Geo! 
Chandler,  J\I.D.,  for  many  years  assistant  physician  in  the  Luriatic  Hos- 
pital at  Worcester,  has  been  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  new  Institu- 
tion in  New  Hampshire.  We  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  hearing  Dr. 
Woodward  speak  of  this  gentleman  as  admirably  fitted  by  nature  .and 
education  for  a  situation  like  the  one  to  which  he  has  been  elected.  Work- 
men are  busily  engaged  on  the  riew  building  for  the  N.  Hampshire  Insti- 
tution, which  is  pleasantly  situated   in  Concord. 


Animal  Magnetism  in  Salem. — Notwithstanding  the  unenviable  noto- 
riety of  the  Collyer  farce  in  Boston,  Salem,  only  fourteen  miles  distant,  is 
represented  to  be  solemnly  impressed  with  the  mighty  claims  of  the 
wizard.  Worse  than  all,  we  hear  that  gentlemen  of  respectability  are  ac- 
tually disgracing  themselves  by  being  on  a  committee  to  decide  upon 
these  claims.  If  gentlemen  of  the  hiiih  professional  distinction  of  Drs. 
Peirson,  Johnson,   Treadwell   and  Choate,  of  that  city,  do  not  open  the 
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eyes  of  the  community  to  the  true  character  of  the  lecturer,  they  certainly 
will  have  negelected  a  duty. 


Soldier's  Hospital. — Order^s  were  lately  received  at  Savannah  for  fitlinjj 
up  the  barracks  in  that  city,  for  tlie  reception  of  the  sick  soldiers  from 
Florida.  Frou)  all  accounts,  the  loss  of  life  frotn  the  commencement  of 
the  Seminole  war,  has  been  far  greater  by  disease  than  by  powder  and 
balls. 


Asylum  for  the  Insane  in  Pennsylvania. — We  learn  from  the  Medical 
Examiner  that  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Permsylvania, 
$120,000  were  given  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Stale  Insane  Asy- 
lum. The  Governor  has  appointed  John  K.  Kane,  George  Rundle,  and 
John  W.  Ashmead  commissioners  for  building  the  asykun,  and  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  trustees  :  Richard  Rush,  Dr.  George  McClellan,  Jolin  White, 
for  one  year.  Isaac  Collins,  Michael  W.  Ash,  C.  Wallace  Brooks,  for  two 
years.     Jacob  Lex,  Dr.  R.  Dunglison,  James  Campbell,  for  three  years. 


Berkshire  Medical  Institution. — The  twentieth  session  of  the  Berkshire 
Medical  Institution  opened  on  Thursday  last  with  the  most  flattering  pro- 
spects. From  70  to  75  young  gentlemen  are  now  in  attendance,  and 
others  are  daily  arriving.  There  is  a  prospect  of  a  larger  class  than  has 
attended  for  many  years.  The  liberal  patronage  given  to  the  Institution 
shows  the  estimation  in  w^hich  it  is  held  by  an  enlightened  public.  The 
present  faculty  are  men  highly  distinguished  for  their  attainments  in 
medical  science.  ^ 

Poisoning  by  Acetate  of  Lead — Lead  found  in  the  Urine. — A  young 
girl  of  good  constitution,  driven  by  despair  to  suicide,  took  about  an  ounce 
of  acetate  of  lead  in  soluiion.  She  was  almost  immediately  seized  with 
collapse  and  syncope,  and  afterwards  with  vomiting  and  convulsions. 
Sugared  water,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  sulphate  of  soda  were  given, 
but  she  died  in  twenty-five  hours.  She  voided  a  large  quantity  of  urine, 
which  M.  Villeneuve  sent  to  M.  Orfila.  Carbonized,  treated  by  nitric  acid, 
hnd  submitted  to  the  tests  of  the  salts  of  lead,  this  urine  afforded  a  sensi- 
ble quantity  of  lead. — Journal  des  Connoissances  Medico- Chirurgicales. — 
British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review. 


Antimony  in  the  Urine. — At  the  sitting  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, Dec.  8,  1840,  M.  Husson  stated  that  he  had  given  a  scruple  of  tartar 
emetic  to  a  patient  affected  with  pneumonia  in  twenty-four  hours.  It  pro- 
duced neither  stools  nor  vomiting,  and  on  the  urine  being  examined  by  M. 
Orfila,  with  Marsh's  apparatus,  it  afforded  the  antimonial  stains  in  great 
abundance. — Archives  Gen.  de  Medicijie. — B?'it.  and  For.  Med.  Review. 


Acetic  Acid  in  Headache.  By  Robert  Howard. — Some  years  since  I 
was  induced  to  suppose  that  acetic  acid,  if  properly  administered,  would 
prove  an  efficient  remedy  for  common  headache  ;  and  on  making  a  trial  of 
it  in  a  severe  case,  which  previously  existed  many  hours,  it  succeeded 
completely  in  a  very  short  time.     I  have  since  had  many  opportunities  of 
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trying  it  in  nervous  hcatliirhc  ;  lh;it  arisinf^  from  disordered  stomach  ; 
headache  following  sea-sickness;  and  ihe  too  liberal  use  of  wine.  In  al- 
most every  caso  in  vvliirli  I  have  (Miiploycd  it,  coinphilc  relief  has  been  ihe 
result;  and  that  generally  in  le>5s  than  two  hour.--,  and  alter  three  or  four 
draughts. 

In  lliose  cases  in  which  the  stomach  is  incommoded  by  offensive  matter, 
it  should  be  evacuated  previously  to  the  exhibiiion  of  the  medicine.  I 
have  found  iliat  irritating  the  fauces  has  answered  the  purpose  much  bet- 
ter than  giving  emetics  :  in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  however,  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  commence  by  giving — R.  Acetic  acid,  3j.  ;  com- 
pound tincture  of  cardamoms,  simple  syrup,  of  each,  3  ss. ;  water.  3x.  To 
be  taken  every  twenty  minntes,  in  the  form  of  drauglu.  One  of  the  above 
draughts  given  early  on  the  approach  of  an  attack  of  headache,  has  often 
effectually  warded  it  off. — Lancet. 


Treatment  of  Epilepsy  by  cauterization  with  Potash. — Dr.  Fievee,  de 
Jumond,  has  published  in  the  Gazette  des  Hopiiaux,  some  cases  of  epi- 
lepsy cured  by  severe  cauterizations,  and  he  invites  the  attention  of  prac- 
titiotiers  to  this  measure,  which  he  says  he  has  resorted  to  successfully  a 
number  of  times. 

It  is  well  known  that  epilepsy  has  been  cured  by  the  patients  falling  in- 
to the  fire  and  severely  burning  thetnselves,  and  we  presume  this  fact  sug- 
gested the  remedy  just  noticed,  at  all  events  it  seems  to  afford  encourage- 
ment to  try  the  measure.     We  shall  notice  one  of  iMr.  F.'s  cases. 

M.  B.,  aged  45.  strong  constitution,  has  been  epileptic  for  fifteen  years. 
The  attacks  usually  came  on  two  or  three  times  a  month,  and  the  patient 
had  ordinarily  two  in  the  twelve  hours. 

Nineteen  deep  and  large  cauterizations  made  with  caustic  potash  on  the 
neck,  on  each  side  of  the  cervical  and  dorsal  verteboe,  in  series  of  four 
each  time  and  at  intervals  of  six  weeks  completely  cured  this  long-con- 
tinued and  horrible  disease.  Three  years  have  elapsed  without  a  single  at- 
tack to  interrupt  the  security  of  the  patient  or  the  satisfaction  of  the  physi- 
cian.— American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 


Fleet  Surgeon. — Dr.  G.  R.  B.  Horner  is  ordered  from  his  station  at  the 
Naval  Asylum,  Philadelphia,  to  the  Delaware,  to  go  out  as  surgeon  of  the 
fleet.  It  is  not  considered  a  hardship  to  be  sent  to  sea  by  this  class  of 
officers,  as  their  compensation  is  very  considerably  augmented  by  being 
afloat. 


Marriep, — At  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Henry  Lyon.  M.D.,toMiss  C.M.Thompson 
daughter  of  Abraham  Thompson,  M.D. 

DiF.n, — On  board  the  U.  S.  Ship  Pennsylvania,  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  Dr.  John  R. 
Chandler,  surgeon  in  the  U.S.  A.— In  Boston,  Dr.  Adams  Emery,  .*J5,  formerly 
of  Exeter,  X.  H. — At  Charleston,  S.  C,  Dr.  David  Sarzadas,  81. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  ror  the  week  endinjj  Aiie.  14.  47.— Malen,  22  ;  rrniRles,  25.  Slillhoni,  3. 
Of  consumption.  6 — injiiricB,  1 — bowel  cninpJHint,  5— fits,  7 — leethinp,  3— JHundire,  1  — infantile,  3 — 
lung  fever,  1  — phthisis,  l—diarrhcFH,  l—h()«>pin^  couch,  1— scarlet  (ever,  1  — t>phns  fever,  2— cholera 
inrantum,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  2— smallpox,  1 — old  age,  1 — phlebitis  purpural,  1 — dysentery,  6 — 
chronic  hepaijiis,  1— cholera  morbus.  1. 
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BOYLSTON    MFDICAL   PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylstoii  Meilical  (Joimiiittce,  appoiiiied   by  the  1'rei.iilL-iu  untl  lellovvij  ol  Harvard  UiiiverHity, 
cuuaiiitd  ul'lhe  IblUiwiii:;  |)liydiciaiid  :  — 

John  C.  Wakrkx,  M.U.  Walter  Chwmno,  M.D.  Enoch  Halk,  M.I>. 

(JtoKUt:  (J.  «.i4i  lie  K,  M.D.  (iLioKut;  Havwaku,  M.U.  John  Wabk,  M.L». 

Jaci.u  biufcLou,  M.l).  John  Ka.ndall,  M.D. 

At  the  rtimujtl  meeting  ultlie  Committee,  July  28,  1841,  the  Boylston  Premium,  of  fifty  dollar«  value, 
for  the  best  Uisserlation  on  the  qtiestioii— "  To  wlial  e\leiit  is  disi  ase  the  cftect  of  chaiigeij  in  the 
chemiCHl  or  vital  properties  ol  the  Idood  .'"  vva.s  awarded  lo  J.  l'.  \V.  Lane,  M.U.,  o(  Hoaioii. 

The  questions  Cor  1812  are,  Isi— •'  To  what  evieiit  is  liie  hiiiiiaii  ttvslem  |)roieried  f'roio  smallpox  by 
iiitjculdtiou  with  the  cowpo.x  >  Is  the  jirotectiou  increased  by  re-vaccinalioii  ;  and  if  so,  under  what 
circumslaMces  .'"' 

2d.  On  the  dtsenses  of  the  kidney  ;  and  the  changes  which  occur  in  tlie  appearance  and  composition 
of  the  mine,  in  healili  and  in  dineuse. 

Dissertations  on  iliesc  snlijtu-is  most  be  transmitted,  jiost-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.I).,  of  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  \Vedne.sdH\  ol  .\pril,  1812. 

The  follow  inj;  subjects  are  ortereil  for  l8-i3  :  — 

Isl.  Tlie  best  nieiliod  of  warniimj  and  venlilaling  rooms  for  preventing  and  curing  disease, 

2d.  The  structure  and  diseases  of  the  teeth,  with  a  numerical  solution  of  the  iiuestion,  Can  carted 
of  the  teeth  be  leiartled  by  niecliuniciil  procesNes  ? 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  traiiSinitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1813. 

The  aiiilior  of  the  successful  ilisscriatioii  on  either  of  the  above  subjects  will  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
mium ol  liltv  dollars,  or  a  g(dd  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accoMi|)anie(l  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
OD  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  residence.  The  same  device  or  sen- 
tence is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

Unsuccfsst'ul  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  maybe  obtained  if 
applied  for  within  one  >ear  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  l"<2ti,  the  Secietary  \\as  directed  to  publish  annually   the  following  votes  :  — 

Isi.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  preinitims  mas  be  ai!jn(lged. 

2d.  That  in  case  ot  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  is  considered  as  bound  to 
print  the  above  vole  in  connection  therewith.  ENOCH  HaLE,  Secretary. 

Boston,  July  24,  1841.  A.  4— 4w 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  (OLLECJE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Sessson  ok   1>41  — 42 
The  regular  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  (Irst  Monday  of  November. 

KouLEV   Dl'.nc.i.iso.n,  M.D.,  Prolessor  of  Instiiiites  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisitrudence. 
RuBiiiir  .M.  Hlston,  .M.l).,  Prolt'ssor  of  .Materia  Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 
JosKim   I'vNcov.sT,  M.l).,  Professor  of  General,  Descrijitive,  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 
J.  K.  MtrcHiiLL,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  Practice  of  Medicine. 
TiioMvs  D.  iMiTrEii,  M.l).,  Professor  ol  Insiitnies  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
CiiAitLiis  D.  MiiiGs,  M.D.,  Prolessor  ('(Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
FuANKLi.N  Bacue,  M.i).,  Profcssur  of  Cliemistry. 
On  anil  after  the  first  of  October,  the  dissecting  room  will  be  open,  and  the  Professor  of  Anatomy 
will  give  his  personal   attendance  thereto.     Clinical  instruction  will  likewise  be  given  at  the  Dispen- 
sary of  the  College. 

During  the  course,  ample  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for  clinical  instniclion  ;  Pndessors  Dun- 
glisoii,  Huston,  and  Paiicoast  being  medical  officers  of  the  Phihnlelidiia  Hospital-,  Professor  Meigs  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital;  and  Professor  ftliitter.  Surgeon  lo  the  Philadel(diia  Dispensary. 

Professor  Dunglisoii  will  lecture  regularly  on  Clinical  Medicine,  and.Prolessor  Pancoast  ou  Clinical 
Suigery,  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospiial,  lhroui;hout-  the  course. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M  D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

MKDICAL    INS'l'lTLTION    OF    YALE    COLLKCE. 

The  anuiial  course  of  Lectures,  for  the  term  of  1841-2,  will  commence  ou  Thursday,  September  30, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  Benjamin  Sillima.n,  M.D.  LL.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  IMn  sic,  by        .  -  .  -  En  Ives,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Thera|)eiitics,  by         ...  Willi a.m  Tllly,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  -  -  -  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  -----  -  Timothy  P.  Beeks,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by      ....  -  Charles  Hookeu,  M.D. 

Fees  for  a  full  course,  j^76,  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Abundant  facilities  for  dissections  at  a  very 
moderate  expense.     Graduation  fee,  $15.  CHARLES  HOOKER,  i'ecVy. 

Yale  College,  JSew  Haven,  July  6,  1841.  Jy  14— tsep28 

VAfXINE    VIRUS. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE   OVARIA,  WITH   CASES. 

fCommuiiicnifd    for    llic   Boston  Medical    and    Surgical    Journal.] 

Extract  from  a  L-icl.u,re  s^ivsn  by  Pjiof.  A.  Trdwbiudge,  before  the  Medi- 
cal Class  of  the  Willoughby  University  of  Lake  Erie,  1S41. 

*****  *  Thus  I  have  given  you  some  interesting  and  im- 
portant anatomical  and  physiological  facts  in  relation  to  the  ovaria,  with  a 
history  of  some  of  the  most  important  diseases  of  these  organs,  and  their 
treatment.  As  cases  of  dropsy  of  the  ovaria  are  very  common,  and,  I 
helieve,  hut  litile  understood  by  physicians  in  general,  and  as  they  call 
for  surgical  aid,  and  involve  some  important  practical  fads,  I  will  relate  a 
few  cases  which  go  to  demonstrate  what  I  have  brought  to  your  view, 
and  to  support  the  propositions  which  1  contend  are  correct  in  practice. 

Ovarian  dropsy  at  an  advanced  stage  resembles  ascites,  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  distinguisli  the  two  affections.  The  abdominal  enlargement  is  at 
first  not  uniform.  It  begins  on  one  side,  a  little  above  the  pubis.  The 
system  is  disturbed  only  by  its  pressure  and  irritation  on  the  abdominal 
viscera.  The  general  health  at  first  is  but  little  impaired  ;  no  thirst  at- 
tends, or  scanty  secretion  of  urine,  if  one  ovarium  only  is  affected,  which 
is  generally  the  case,  there  is  a  catamenial  discharge. 

In  the  treatment  of  ovarian  dropsies,  bloodletting,  mercury,  iodine,  diu- 
retics, emetics,  friction,  percussion,  and  a  variety  of  other  remedies,  have 
been  recommended,  and  used  by  writers,  and  are  found  to  be  of  little  use. 
When  the  distention  becomes  great,  the  trocar  must  be  used,  and  by  a 
repetition  of  tapping,  the  life  of  the  patient  may  be  prolonged.  To  cure, 
a  different  course  of  treatment  must  be  adopted.  In  support  of  this 
opinion  I  will  relate  a  few  cases,  with  their  treatment.  1  reported  a  case 
of  ovarian  disease,  cui'ed  by  an  operation,  which  was  published^  in  the 
Boston  Medical  Intelligencer  of  the  9th  of  October,  18-27,  Vol.  V., 
page  337.  Soon  after  the  publication  of  this  case,  I  treated  several  others 
successfully,  in  the  same  manner,  by  opening  and  placing  tubes.  I  would, 
remark  in  relation  to  Mrs.  11. 's  case  reported,  that  she  recovered,  and 
bore  a  heahhy  child  two  years  afier  the  treatment  referred  to. 

A  similar  case  was  that  of  Mrs.  Fuller,  of  Jefferson  Co.  N.  Y.,  who 
had  been  a  patient  of  Dr.  Goodale  for  several  months  previous  to  my 
being  called.  Mrs.  F.  was  a  delicate,  ft?eble  wom.m.  She  had  been 
married  about  ten  years,  and  gave  birth  to  one  child  four  years  after  mar- 
riage. Three  years  after  this,  she  discovered  a  small,  hard  body  within 
the  abdomen,  on  the  left  side,  above  the  pubis.  At  first,  it  was  attended 
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wilh  no  pain,  but  in  twenty  months  it  was  enlarged  and  extended  across 
to  tilt?  rii^lit  side,  piodiicing  a  uniroiinity  of  enlariiemenl  of  the  lower 
pail  of  the  abdomen.  It  was  now  considered  a  cii'-e  ol"  dropsy,  or  asci- 
tes, and  treated  as  such.  Drastic,  cathartic  and  depleling  remedies  pro- 
duced great  debility,  without  diminishing  the  abdominal  enlargement. 

in  consultation  1  atlvised  treatment  lor  ovarian  disease,  or  dropsy,  by 
milking  a  free  opening  aiul  placing  a  tube.  This  course  was  adopted, 
and  about  three  quarts  of  fluid  were  let  out.  After  the  lube  was  placed, 
a  discharge  of  fluid  followed  daily  for  a  number  of  weeks.  The  eidarge- 
inent  diminished,  and  was  brought  to  a  suiall  compass.  Some  pain  about 
the  opening  and  feverish  excitement  of  the  whole  system  attended  during 
this  process,  and  finally  a  small  tube  was  worn  for  five  months,  when  the 
parts  appeared  sound,  and  she  in  her  usual  state  of  hralth. 

Mrs.  Carter,  of  Jetferson  Co.,  N.   Y.,  aged  27  years,  had    been   mar- 
ried about  four  years.     Two  years   after  marriage,  perceived  a  tumor  on 
her  left  side  over  the  pubis.     Twelve  months   from  its  discovery,  she  be- 
came pregnant,  and  about  the  fifth  month  of  gestation,  I  was  consulted  in 
her  case.     She  was  suflering  from  great  distention  of  the  abdon)en,  which 
was  uniform;  constant  pain  around  the  whole  abdomen,  wilh  chills,  fol- 
lowed with    fever  daily  ;  and   was  also  subjected   to  the  usual  symptoms 
attendant  on    pregnancy.     The  history  of  iier  case,  given  by  herself  and 
attendant    physician,  induced    me  to  think  her  sufferings  were  occasioned 
by  a  sac  formed   from  the  ovaria,  combined  with  the  enlargement  of  the 
uterus   from  tlie  [)rogress  of  gestation.      I  advised  an  opening,   which  was 
made  by  passing  the  trocar,  in  the  usual  way  of  lapping,  in  the  left  side. 
About  five  quarts  of  fluid  were  drawn  ofl^     This  lessened  the  tension  and 
distress,  and  gave  innnediate  relief.     A  tube  was  then   placed,  and  worn 
about  five   weeks,  and   a  constant  discharge   followed.     It  was   then  re- 
moved, and  she   passed   on   to   the   usual   time,   and  was  delivered  of  a    I 
healthy  child.      Her   recovery    from   this   process   was   favorable ;    but   a 
small,  hard  tumor    was  discoverable  near  that   portion  of  the  abdomen 
where  it  first  made  its  appearance.     This   remained  stationary  for  about 
two  years.     She   then    became  pregnant  and  gave  birth  lo  another  child. 
Soon  after  this  the  tumor  enlarged  and    produced  a  uniform  distention  of 
the    abdomen.     In  consultation,   I    advised  tapping,  and   a  discharge  of 
seven  quarts  of  fluid,  of  a  chocolate  color,  followed.     She  was  attended 
with  symptoms  of  a  morbid  state  of  the  parts  ;  chills  followed,  with  fever ; 
great  soreness    of  the  parts  and  tenderness   over  the   abdomen  ;  sickness 
at  the  stomach,  fiintness  and  emaciation.     She  continued  in  this  declining^ij 
state  for  six  weeks,  and  expired.     J\o  examination  was  made  after  death/'l 

]  was  consulted  in  a   case  of  an  unmarried  lady,  at  the  age  oi'  twenty 
years,  who  was  supposed  by  her  friends  to  be  pregnant,  though  they  hac^ff 
no  ground  for  their  suspicion  except  her  external  appearance,  which  waji 
an  enlargement  of  the  abdomen.     Tliere  was   but   little  deran<rement  of 
her  system,  or  secretions.      Her  health  was  oood  ;  but  a  snidual  enlari^e- 
ment   of  the  abdomen    had  been  observed  for  several  months  previous  to 
my  seeing  her.      No  medical  opinion  or  aid  had  been  obtained.      Evident  i 
fluctuation  was  perceptible,    and    her  history  of  the  commencement   ana  '| 
progress  of  the  case  induced  me  to  beheve  it  was  an  ovarian  dropsy. 
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The  usual  remedies  for  aseites  were  applied,  without  giving  relief.  The 
tiDcar  was  tluMi  used,  and  there  was  a  discharge  of  ahout  five;  cjuarls  of 
(luid.  This  gave  relief  for  ahout  two  mouths,  wheu  au  enlargeuient 
aLiaiu  took  place  as  hefore.  This  eonfiruied  u)e  in  the  opinion  that  it  was 
ovarian  dropsy.  Afici-  ili(3  tapping,  from  tin;  circumstance  of  a  iiardncss 
being  Jell  over  the  colon,  on  the  left  side  of  the  ahdomen,  a  tenderness 
was  discovered  l)y  sligh.t  pressure.  She  consenled  to  an  opening,  and  I 
made  an  incision  three  inches  long,  beginning  at  the  linea  alba,  and  car- 
rying it  in  the  direction  of  the  ohrKjue  abdominal  muscles  ahout  three  inches. 
After  the  peritoneum  was  opcMied,  four  (juarts  of  fluid  were  discharged  ; 
no  sac  or  diseased  ovaria  was  found.  The  whole  peritoneal  lining  of  the 
abdomen,  as  (ar  as  it  could  be  examined,  was  in  a  state  of  chronic  inflam- 
mation, much  thickened,  and  everywhere  covered  with  small  blotches  or 
pimples,  resembling  distinct  smallpox.  Here  was  an  entire  mistake  in 
her  case.  It  was  chronic  peritonitis,  which  had  occasioned  the  effusion 
of  fluid  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  It  was  a  case  of  ascites,  and 
the  enlargenuMit  or  hardness  on  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen  was  an  en- 
larirement  of  the  colon  and  thickeninii  of  its  coats.  Tiie  incision  was 
united  by  adhesive  plasters  and  secured  by  bandages,  and  treatment  for 
chronic  peritonitis  accomplished  a  cure.  This  appeared  to  be  expedited 
very  much  by  the  effects  of  the  incision.  A  discharge  of  fluid  was  kept 
up  for  several  weeks.  She. entirely  recovered,  and  went  again  on  service 
in  the  domestic  business  of  house-keeping. 

I  was  in  consultation  with  Drs.  Miller  and  Perry,  at  Lewville,  Lewis 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  an  interesting  case  of  ovarian  dro|)sy.  Miss  Chapman, 
aged  21,  first  discovered  an  enlargement  on  the  left  side,  near  the  pubis, 
at  the  age  of  19.  It  soon  extended  to  the  right  side,  and  produced  a 
uniformity  of  enlargement  of  the  whole  abdomen,  and  suppression  of  cata- 
menial  discharges.  Dr.  Perry  treated  her  for  retention  of  menses,  and 
finally  for  ascites.  No  relief  was  obtained,  but  a  rapid  increase  of  en- 
largement of  the  abdomen,  and  great  feebleness  from  drastic  cathartics 
and  other  medicine.  Two  days  before  1  was  called  in  consultation,  her 
respiration  had  become  so  difficult  from  pressure  on  the  diaphragm,  that 
tapping  was  recommended  by  Dr.  Miller,  and  the  operation  was  made  by 
passing  a  large  trocar  in  the  usual  place  on  the  linea  alba.  This  instru- 
ment was  passed  its  whole  length,  but  no  fluid  obtained  ;  and  this  was 
tlie  cause  of  my  being  called  in  consultation.  On  meeting  the  gentlemen, 
and  hearing  dieir  history  of  the  case  and  some  remarks  made  by  the  pa- 
tient, I  was  satisfied  her  case  was  ovarian  dropsy,  and  that  the  failure  in 
the  operation  to  obtain  fluid,  was  owing  to  the  body  of  the  ovarium  being 
enlarged  and  resting  against  the  portion  of  the  ahdomen  where  the  trocar 
was  introduced.  This  1  had  discovered  was  a  difficulty  to  be  met  with 
in  tapping  for  ovarian  dro|)sy.  This  is  a  practical  fact,  which  is  of  im- 
portance to  remember  when  you  become  practical  surgeons.  I  had  sup- 
l)osed  the  old  mode  of  introducing  tlie  trocar  on  the  side  between  the  um- 
bilicus and  the  anleiior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ileum  in  all  cases 
of  females,  was  the  most  safe  and  proper.  This  was  immediately  done  in 
this  case,  and  seven  gallons  of  ffui(l  drawn  off'.  After  this  her  respiration 
became   free,  and  the  parts  diseased  readily  ascertained.     A  hard  body 
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was  discoveretl  under  the  int^clian  line,  extending  to  the  left  ileum  and 
side.  It  was  a  diseased  ovarium — ovarian  diopsy.  Paracenlesis  relieved 
her,  hut  this  coulii  only  be  temporary.  Suhujittini^  the  case  to  lime 
with  the  usu<d  treitment,  would  be  to  obtain  a  new  accumulation  of  fluid, 
and  cause  a  reptMition  of  lappini^,  till  the  system  was  prostrated  and  life 
terminated.  Tliis  was  explained  to  the  patient  and  liiends,  anti  a  course 
lor  a  more  permanent  result  by  opening,  removinji  the  membranous  forma- 
tion, placing  tubes,  &.C.,  was  explained  ;  but  the  palliating  course  was 
selected  by  the  patient,  and  the  other  was  not  urged.  Several  tappings 
took  place  afterwards,  and  she  was  attended  with  a  gradual  decline  till 
death  closed  the  scene.  A  post-mortem  examination  was  made  by  Dr. 
Miller,  and  the  facts   in   the  case  communicated  in  the  following  letter. 

Leiuville,  Maij  26,  1828. 
"  Dr.   a.  Trowbridge. — Dear  Sir — Miss  Chapman  died  on  Wednes- 
day last,  and  the  same  day  I  examined  her  case  by  dissection.     The  dis- 
ease was  found  lobe  a  dropsical  slate  of  the  left  ovarium.     There  was  no 
fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  neither  do  I  think  there  ever  had  been. 
The  fluid  was  all  contained  in   a  cyst,  and  whenever  she  had  been  ope- 
rated on  to  draw  off  fluid,  the  puncture  had  been  made  through  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen  inio   the  cyst.     The  cyst  containing  the  fluid  was  so  dis- 
tended as   to  fill  the  whole  cavity  of  the  abdomen.     There  was  a  slight 
adhesion  of  the  cyst  to  the  peritoneum   a   little  below  the  navel,  surround- 
ing^ the  spot  where  the  puncture   was  first   made.     There  was  likewise  a 
slight  morbid  adhesion  of  the  cyst  to  the  omentum  over  the  stomach,  which 
1   took  to   be   of  recent  origin.      All  the  adhesions  were   easily  separated 
by  my  fingers,  without  the  assistance   of  a  knife.     After    1  had  separated 
the  cyst  and  brought  it  to  view,  I   easily  raised   the  whole  fiom  the  abdo- 
men, held  only  by  the  left   Fallopian  tube.      After  dividing  this  the  tumor 
was  separated  froui  the  botly,  and  I  had  a  fair  chance  to  examine  it.    The 
cyst  was  in  a  collapsed  state,  as  theie  had  been  for  a  week  before  she  died 
about  two  or  three  pints  of  fluid  discharged  every  day  from   the  0|)ening, 
attended   with   much   fcetor.     The  cyst  embraced  three  distinct  tumors, 
besides  a  distinct  cavitv  from   whence  we  drew  so  much   water.      In  this 
cavity  was  deposited,  at  this  time,  three  pints  of  fluid,  and   pus  or  sanies. 
One  of  the  tumors,  the  largest,  lay  near  the  point  first  tapped,  the  one  so 
distinctly  felt  when  you   were  here.     It  was  irregular  in    its  shape,  and 
would  weigh  nearlv  three  pounds.     This  tumor  had  a  healthy  appearance, 
but  resemblinij:  a   I'unwus  u;rowlh.     There  was  another  tumor  a  little   be- 
low  the  navel,  about  as  large  aj  a  goose  egg.     This  looked  like  the  ova- 
rium itself  in  an  enlarged  slate.     On  opening  it  a  number  of  vessels   were 
found,  containing  a   transparent  fluid.      It  was   this  which  was  wounded 
and  caused  some  hemorrhage  at  the  time  I  attempted  to  draw  water,  prior 
to  the  lime  you  was  called  in  counsel.     These,  with  other  small  tumors, 
were  enveloped  within    the  membrane  surrounding  the  whole.     It  ap- 
peared as  if  the  ovaiia  had  been  ruptiu'ed,  and  these  distinct  tumors  were 
Iragments  detached  from  each  other,  and  lining  organized  bodies  of  a  fun- 
gous growth.     The  tumor  below  the  navel,  which  had  been  wounded,  was 


\ 


Diseases  of  the  Oearia,  irith  Cnses.  45 

morbid  In  part,  and  most  of  llic   ])uiu!cnt  matter,  I  think,  came  from  that 
tumor  and  the  internal  surface  of  tlie  cyst  adjacent. 

"  1  have  now  no  douht  a  suri;ical  operation  in  season  would  have  saved 
our  patient.  All  thai  would  have  heen  neressjuy  would  hav<j  been  to 
make  an  incision  lar^e,  enou'^h  to  lii^Mte  iIkj  I*\dlopian  tube  and  remove 
the  cyst  with  its  contents.  It  would  have  been  unnecessary  to  use  a  knife 
within  the  abdomen,  except  to  cut  the  Fallopian  tube.  Mad  you  seen 
the  dissection,  I  think  you  woidd  have  felt  as  I  did,  and  lamented  very 
much  that  an  opeialion  had  not  been  performed.  All  tbecbylopoielic 
viscera  were  healthy,  and  1  think  there  could  not  have  l)e(Mi  more  circum- 
stances combined  to  have  Hindered  your  proposed  operation  suricessful. 

Respectfully  yours,  A.  Millkr." 

I  was  consulted  in  the  case  of  Miss  Whitney,  in  Ohio.  She  was  49 
years  old.  She  had  been  diseased  in  the  abdo;nen  thirty-two  years,  and 
various  opinions  and  treatment  had  been  <riven  her  during  this  time.  A 
great  and  uniform  distension  of  the  abdomen  attended  her  durinu;  the  latter 
part  of  this  time,  with  much  difficulty  in  sleepin^j  in  a  recumbent  posture. 
The  secretions  of  her  system  with  its  healthy  actions,  had  been  but  little  in- 
terrupted or  derangecl.  She  suffered  much  two  months  before  her  death 
by  gastric  irritation,  difficulty  of  retaining  food,  he.  A  medical  consulta- 
tion was  held,  and  paracentesis  resolved  upon.  This  was  made  by  passing 
a  lancet  and  tube  into  the  abdomen  through  the  Ijnea  alba,  and  three 
quarts  of  fluid  abstracted.  It  was  called  pus,  but  was  of  the  color  and 
consistence  of  whey,  mixed  \vilh  chocolate,  and  emitted  much  stench. 
No  diminution  of  the  enlargement  followed,  nor  could  there  be  any  pro- 
duced by  compression.     She  expired  in  a  few  days  after  this  operation. 

Post-mortem  examination,  fourteen  hours  after  death,  developed  the 
following  appeai'ances.  The  body  extremely  emaciated  ;  a  very  uniform 
enlarged  abdomen,  solid  and  incompressible.  On  dividing  the  integuments, 
muscle  and  peritoneum,  the  last  was  found  adhering  firmly  to  a  cartilagi- 
nous body  or  sac  of  one  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  in  some 
places  it  was  half  an  inch  thick  and  partly  made  up  of  bone,  so  firm  that 
no  impression  could  be  made  upon  it  with  a  knife.  This  sac  occupied 
the  whole  of  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen  and  part  of  the  left.  It  had 
pressed  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen  to  the  left  side  of  the  spine,  except 
the  ri;xht  kidney,  uterus  and  bladder,  which  were  found  in  their  natural 
state  and  position.  The  shape  and  size  of  the  sac  were  like  a  ten-gallon 
keg.  On  opening  it  a  quantity  of  foetid  gas  escaped,  and  about  five  gal- 
lons of  fluid  were  taken  out  of  it  similar  in  color  and  consistence  to  choco- 
late ;  the  whole  interior  of  the  sac  was  lined  with  a  deposite,  of  the 
consistenceof  curdled  cheese,  easily  wiped  off  from  a  membranous  surf\ice, 
in  a  state  of  ijanirrene.  The  liver  and  stc  mach  were  pressed  into  the  left 
side,  bounded  by  the  [diaphragm  above,  the  morbid  sac  over  the  spme, 
and  the  bowels  below.  The  diaphragm  of  ihe  right  side,  the  cervix  por- 
tion of  the  liver,  the  duodenum,  some  poaions  of  the  omentum  and  the 
surface  of  many  portions  of  the  bowels  odhered  firmly  to  the  sac.  \\\ 
the  compressed  viscera  were  diminished  in  size.  The  whole  extent  ol 
the  colon  was  so  small  that  it  was  difficult  to  trace  it  out  in  the  dissection,] 
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The  liver  appeared  to  be  sound,  but  of  little  more  than  half  its  natur  a 
size.  Death  and  i^an^^rene  had  pervaded  the  whole  of  this  sac,  and  to  the 
peritoneal  lining  which  adhered  to  it.  Its  long  pressnie  upon  the  trans- 
verse muscles  on  the  right  side  had  produced  a  changed  slate  and  thicken- 
ing of  these  parts,  which  corresponded  to  the  state  of  the  ovariun)  and  Fal- 
lopian tube  on  this  side,  which  was  in  an  enlargt^d  and  scirrhous  state,  and 
formed  one  enlarged  mass,  and  now  in  a  gangrenous  state.  Distinct  tu- 
bercular formations  were  numerous  in  the  cellular  and  muscular  portions 
over  the  right  side.  The  body  of  the  uterus  was  healthy  and  natural,  as 
well  as  the  left  ovarium  and  Fallopian  tube.  Tiiese,  with  the  bladder,  were 
pressed  low  into  the  pelvis. 

This  was   undoubtedly  a  disease  of  the  fibrous  envelope  of  the  right 
ovarium  in  the  ftrst  place.    A  deposition  of  fluid  tooU  place,  similar  to  what 
occurs  in  hydrocele   in   the  male.      A   tumor  made  its  appearance  above 
the  pubis  near  the  median  line  to  which  it  afterwards  approached,  and  in- 
creased in  size,  till  it  produced  a  uniform  enlargement  of  the   abdomen. 
An  obscure  chronic  process  in  time  thickened  and  produced  a  cartilaginous 
state  of  the  cyst,  attended  vvilli   but  little  or  no  pain   or  tumefaction.      In 
cases  of  long:  standinir  this  changes  to  an   osseous  state,  as  does  the  tunic 
vaginalis  in  hydrocele.     The  dissection  in  this  case  proved  that  it  was  not 
the  entire  organ  of  the  ovarium  that  was  converted  into  the  sac.    This  or- 
gan was  found  enveloped  in  the  sac,  enlarged  and  scirrhous,  and  this  was 
probably  a  secondary  affection,  occasioned  by  pressure  and  congestion  from 
interrupiion  of  its  functions.     The  same  frequently  happens  to  the  testicle 
in  hydrocele,  and  often  the  reverse  happens  with  this  organ,  an  accumula- 
tion of  fluid  following  a  scirrhous  state  of  it.    From  what  I  have  remarked, 
you  perceive,  that  the  development  of  the  ovaria  at  the  age  of  puberty, 
has  much  to  do  in  producing  the  changes  in  the  intellectual  and    physi- 
cal condition  of  females,  and  that  it  is   to  changes  in  its  vesicular   body, 
at  the  time  of  menstruat  on,  that  all  the  phenomena  of  that  singular  pro- 
cess are  to  be  referred ;  and   that  it  is  not   to  the  uterus,  but  to  the  ova- 
ria, that  we  may  attribute  all  t'le  changes  in   the  female    pelvis,  mammae 
and  uterine  system  at  puberty.     IVIenstruation  does  not  take  place  till  the 
ovaria  are  developed.     After  the  age  of  45  or  55,  this  secretion  ceases 
because  the  structure  of  the  ovaria  has  partly  disappeared,  and  their  vesi- 
cles  have  shrunken  into  a  thick,  opaque  cyst.     In  many  cases  of  disor- 
dered  menstruation,  chlorosis,  &ic.,  the  uterine  appendages   are  diseased, 
and  when  irritation,  congestion  or  inflammation   is  removed,  there  is  re- 
covery.    In  puerperal  fevers  the  ovaria  are  inflamed  and  their  structure 
often  disorganized.     Abscesses  form  and  pus  is  secreted. 

And  you  perceive  that  the  ovaria  are  subject  to  cysts  and  tumors 
^  which  pass  through  morbid  changes  and  become  cases  for  surgical  treat- 
^^lent.  In  giving  you  the  few  cases  which  1  have  very  briefly  detailed, 
^Rhey  may  assist  you  in  forming   an  opinion  on  these  interesting  subjects. 


],. 
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nu    INCAI.I.SS   I.ETTKR  ON    YP.I.I.OW   FEVER. 

|("<»iitiMii<(l  I'roiu  |im;c  .'J5.| 

:m.\rks. — The  namtlvo  of  the  followinir  fatjil  case  Is  hero  introdurcd, 
t  may,  in  some  iikmsmic,  serve;  as  a  i;in(l(;  in  the  trealinenl  ol  lliis  inahuly. 
Auiiiist    IT).    \\'m.  McKarhuid,  a    liouse-carpenler,  was   allaeked.     On 

Friday  pii^xioiis  to  the  inclusion  of  (he  (iivcr  ho  was  indisposed,  and 
led  on  me  lor  advice.  The  arieries  of  the  tunica  conjniHaiva  beinj; 
gid,  the  pulse  somewhat  accelerated,  and    the  toniijue   coaled,  denoted 

period  of  incubation  had  commenced.  These  symptoms  were  so  evi- 
itly  indicative  of  the  approach  of  the  disease,  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
/ise  him  to  go  home,  and  make  us(?  of  such  remedies  as  the  slate  of  his 
e  re(]uired.  He  was  desirous  of  not  relincjuishing  business  till  a(ler 
:ur(lay,  for  on  that  day,  as  is  customary,  he  wished  to  pay  off  his  hands, 
w  ell  as  to  finish  some  work  he  had  promised  to  do.  I  remonstrated  against 
r*  delay,  as  it  would  greatly  lessen  the  chance  of  recovery,  but  without 
fct.  On  Sunday  I  was  sent  for,  and  found  him  laboring  under  the  dis- 
e.  His  \u\u\  was  shaved,  and  cold  watei-  applied  in  the  usual  manner, 
various  limes  in  the  course  of  the  day,  until  it  had  the  effect  of  inducing 
gor.  Being  apprehensive  this  result  might  prove  to  be  disastrous,  recourse 
s  had  to  such  remedies  as  were  calculated  to  produce  most  speedily  a 
action.  It  did  not  appear,  however,  that  the  course  of  the  fever  wns 
ich  disturbed  by  the  occurrence.  Mr.  McFarland  was  sick  in  the 
per  room  of  a  house  in  a  block  of  buildings,  and  his  wife,  who  was 
en  on  the  14th,  lodged  in  a  lower  room  of  the  adjoining  house. 
I  rose  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  descended  two  flights  of  stairs,  went 
;  of  doors,  entered  the  room  where  Mrs.  McFarland  lay,  and  encamped 
the  floor.  Thus,  there  was  an  interruption  in  the  continuity  of  treat- 
nt,  which  is  considered  essential  to  the  cure.  On  the  fifth  day,  the 
kvers  of  life  being  much  prostrated,  I  procured  a  bottle  of  claret  wine 
a  superior  vintage,  and  permitted  the  patient  to  drink  of  it  ad  libitum. 
was  about  3  o'clock  when  he  began  to  drink  of  the  wine.  Ai  that 
le  he  sat  up  in  a  chair  and  conversed  with  me  some  time;  his  intel- 
tual  (iiculties  through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease  had  not  been 
ich  impaired.  He  expired  about  6  o'clock.  It  appeared  to  me  the 
le  was  far  from  being  attended  with  a  beneficial  effect.  From  this  case 
Irew  the  inference,  in  two  important  respects,  that  the  application  of 
d  may  be  persisted  in  too  long;  and  that  stimulating  remedies  in  the 
t  stage,  owing  to  their  being  liable  to  bring  on  re-action  prematurely, 
)uld  be  avoided. 

Thkory. — The  cause  of  ye/Zou; /ever  produces  an  inflammation*  of  the 
cons  membrane  of  the  stomach,  intestines,  and  the  pori  biliarii.f 
mi  the  inflammation  partakes,  at  least  in  one  respect,  of  the  nature  ol 
rsipelas.J  appears  from  its  frecjuently  commencing  in  one  portion  of  tlie 


1  am  awarf!  that  Baron  Lnius  says    the  inner  membrane  of  the   biliary   ducts   was  not   inflamed  ; 
he  has  not  shown  what  were  the  particular  tissues  that  suffered  from  the  action  of  the   contaiiion, 
"cause"   of  \ellow  (cvfT. 
"  Nor  can  we  regard  this  alteration  of  the  liver"— "speaking  of  its  paleness— as  the  product  o*^  in- 

"  L'n  d(8  caracieres  non  moins  remarkable  d'erysipdles,  et  qui  lui  m6rite  ce  nom,  c'est  la  fao  .U« 
ic  laquelle  la  phlegmasie  »e  deplace,  et  leud  k  gagner  en  eteudue." 
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alimentary  canal,  and  bein<^  alternately  diffused  over  Its  whole  extent, 
eitlier  unHoriuly,  or  in  successive  patclios.  In  confiiinalion  of  this  posi- 
tion, in  many  instances  in  1798,  the  tirst  intimation  ol  the  approach  ol 
the  yellow  fever  was  pain  in  some  portion  of  tlie  digestive  tul>e,  to  winch 
soon  succeeded  unequivocal  symptoms  that  it  had  taken  possession  of  the 
system.  In  the  course  of  my  practice  in  the  same  year,  I  met  with  two 
persons,  each  of  whom  coai plained  of  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  iliac 
region,  embracing  a  spot  of  an  extent  just  sufficient  to  cover  the  region 
of  the  Ccecum.  I  told  them  these  affections  arose  from  an  inflammation, 
which  was  the  precursor  of  the  prevalent  fever,  and  that  as  soon  as  it 
extended  as  far  as  the  stomach,  its  ap()ropriale  syujptoms  would  make 
their  appearance.  IMy  prediction  was  verified.  Again,  it  appears  from 
the  anatomical  investigations  of  l5aron  Louis,  in  his  invaluable  woik  (jn 
the  yellow  fever  at  Gibraltar,  translated  by  G.  C.  Sliiittuck,  Jr.,  M.D., 
that,  at  times,  the  "cause"  of  the  disease  acts  with  unequal  energy  on 
the  several  portions  of  the  digestive  canal,  and  even  on  ditierent  parts  of 
the  liver  ;  so  that  the  features  of  the  disease  are  modifitnl  according  to  its 
seat,  as  well  as  the  intensity  of  the  inflammation.  The  fever  does  not 
assume  its  true  character,  or  proper  type,  until  the  inflammation*  reach 
to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pori  biliarii,  and  excite  a  secretion  of 
acrid  bile,  which  irritates  the  already  too  susceptible  membrane  of  the  di- 
gestive lube.  To  remove  this  source  of  irritation,  I  placed  my  chief  de- 
pendence on  the  thorough  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  and 
inte-^iines.  I  did  not,  however,  neglect  to  employ  such  adjuvants  as  might 
assist  in  subduing  this  formidable  malady. — I  shall  now  proceed  to  de- 
scribe the  remedies  that  were  prescribed,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
administered. 

Cold. —  Having  found  cold  applied  to  the  head  had  a  powerful  effect 
in  controlling  the  inordinate  action  of  the  heart,  this  remedy  was  resorted 
to  in  a  degree  proportioned  to  the  violence  of  the  febrile  incursion.  In  se- 
vere cases,  the  head  was  shaved,  and  large  cloths  wet  with  cold  water 
were  applied  suddenly  and  repeatedly,  until  an  impression  was  made  upon 
the  central  organ  of  circulation,  indicated  by  the  diminution  of  the  fre- 
quency and  irregularity  of  the  pulse.  In  milder  cases  the  shaving  of  the 
head  alone  was  sufficient.  In  some  states  of  the  disease  and  some  states 
of  the  patient  the  application  of  cold  in  any  form  was  inexpedient;  and, 
of  course,  it  was  not  advised. 

There  is  a  reciprocal  relation  between  the  functions  of  the  liver,  heart, 
lungs  and  brain  through  the  medium  of  the  nervous  system,  and  that  of 
the  circulation.  When  the  function  of  one  of  these  organs  is  disturbed, 
those  of  the  rest  suffer  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  ;  and,  therefore,  the 
affusion  of  cold  water  to  the  head  undoubtedly  makes  an  impression  on 
all  the  organs  above  mentioned  ;  l)ut,  in  this  disease,  the  inordinate  action 
of  the  heart  is  moderated  mainly  by  the  sedative  power  the  remedy  pos- 
sesses of  mltiii;ating  the  morbid  irritability  of  the  tissues  concerned  in  the 
iecretion  of  bile.  The  application  of  cold  may  be  carried  so  far  as  to 
produce  a  cold  fit,  a  result  that  should   be  avoided.     The  application  of 

*  The  reader,  if  he  choose,  may  substitute  the  terms,  the  "  cause  of  fever,"  or  irnfability,  or  any 
other  word,  as  by  the  word  inflammation  I  mean  merely  a  morbid  state  of  the  tissues  diseased. 
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cold  to  tlio  liciul  lias  'doom  rcrominfiidcd,  aiul  no  (!()iil)t,  under  favorable 
circumsiancos,  its  use  lias  Ijccii  bciicCutial  ;  but  tbo  diflicully  of  putting  it 
in  practice,  will  be  an  obstacle  to  its  bcint^  <r('ncially  adopted. 

Cold  applied  to  the  eliest  makes  a  most  powerful  impression  on  llie  res- 
piratory appnralu-,  and  on  tlie  origans  of  circulation  ;  and,  at  times,  in  tlie 
last  slaves  o'i  tliis  loiinidable  malady,  lias  arretted  if^  career  to  a  fatal  ter- 
mination. In  one  case  lliat  occurred  in  I7i)vS,  tlie  fonndalioii  of  recovery 
was  justly  attributable  to  tlui  nurse's  ilnowini;'  cold  water  on  tbe  cliest, 
laid  bare,  wiib  boib  bands,  from  a  j)ail  at  the  bed-!-ide,  until  she  roused 
tbe  palieiii  fiom  tbe  comatose  state  into  wliicb  sIk;  was  rapidlv  fallin". 
From  this  lime,  n^-action  gradually  took  place,  and,  ultimately,  a  restora- 
tion to  health  ensued.  J^nt  in  my  practice  in  1819,  it  did  not  appear  to 
me  advisabb?  to  adopt  this  remedy  in  a  single  instance. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  tbe  year  mentioned  in  tbe 
above  paiagra))Ii,  by  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Eustis,  afterwards  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetls,  I  threw  several  buckets  of  cold  water  on  two  in- 
dividuals, who  wore  in  tbe  last  stasj-e  of  tbe  disease,  without  the  sli<ditest 
advantage.  Dr.  Wliipple  informed  me  be  attended  a  patient  who  re- 
covered— be  attributed  bis  success  to  sponging  the  patient  several  tin^ics 
a  day,  all  over  the  surface  of  the  body,  with  cold  water. 

[To  be  continued.] 


nOPKlNS   MEDICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  S^cj'zical  Journal. 

Sir, — T  forward  you  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Hopkins  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  their  annual  meeting,  wbicb  you  will  please  publish,  if  you  deem 
them  of  sufficient  interest.  Respectfully  yours, 

S.  Shurtleff. 

Tbe  annual  meeting  of  tbe  Hopkins  IMedical  Association  was  held  at 
tiie  Eagle  Tavern,  Hartford,  Ct.,  June  10,  1841.  Tbe  following  officers 
were  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year: — Amariah  Brigbam,  M.D.,  Pj'esident ; 
Denison  H.  Hubbard,  M.D.,  Vice  President ;  Simeon  Shurl.lefr,  iVJ.D., 
Recordimr  Secretary;  George  B.  Hawley,  M.D.,  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary; Gurdon  VV.  Russell,  M.D.,  Treasurer. 

J\o  epidemic  bas  been  witnessed  by  any  of  tbe  members  for  tbe  last 
four  months.  Several  cases  were  reported,  some  of  pneumonia,  which 
were  of  particular  interest  from  their  peculiar  manifestation.  Dr.  Alfred 
Kellogg  read  a  dissertatiou'on   the  subject  of  gout  and  rheumatism. 

The  technical  terms  artbrosia,  arthrosis  and  arthritis  (Dr.  K.  remarked), 
when  applied  to  gout  and  rheumatism,  are  neither  of  ihem  comprehensive 
enough.  They  imply  that  tbe  joints  only  are  the  parts  aflected  ;  but  this 
is  erroneous,  for  the  disease  does  not  always  commence  in  those  parts,  and 
is  not  always  confined  to  them. 

The  terms  gout  and  rheumatism  have  been  used  in  a  vague  and  indefi- 
nite manner,  not  only  by  common  people,  but  even   by  physicians  them- 
selves.    The  line  of  demarcation    between  them  is  difficult  to  be  drawn 
and  has  been  drawn  differently  by  different  authors,  and  might  as  well,  in 
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'■  opinion,  have  never  been  drawn  at  all.  Gout  and  rlionmatism  are 
entially  the  same  disease;  lliey  allaek  die  same  tissues,  tlieir  syM)|)toms 
J  terminations  are  similar,  and  they  are  generally  cmed  or  relieved  by 
f  same  remedies.  It  is  the  heii^ht  of  absurdity  to  consider  inflammation 
the  fibrous  parts  comiected  with  the  joint  of  the  threat  toe,  as  constituting 
B  disease  ;  and  iiiHammation  characterized  by  traits  precisely  similar,  af- 
tini(  the  fibrous  parts  connected  with  any  other  joint  in  the  body,  as 
nstituting  a  different  disease. 

There  ap[)ears  to  exist  in  the  human  constitution,  a  predisposition,  or 
'ater  proneness,  to  some  })ar(icular  disease  than  to  any  other.  It  appears 
J  to  be  a  (act,  that  some  particular  condition  of  the  system  favors  the  de- 
opmeiit  of  some  particular  disease  more  than  it  does  that  of  any  other. 
lis  particular  condition  of  the  system  has  been  desiijrnated  by  the  term 
thesis.  The  liability,  therefore,  to  rheumatic  infiammation,  and  the  pe- 
liar  form  and  intensity  of  the  disease,  would  seem  to  be  in  the  compound 
io  of  the  predisposition,  the  dialht^sis,  and  the  excitinir  causes.  VVhen 
;  species  of  inflammation  primarily  attacks  a  person  of  uncommon  vi;^or 
constitution,  it  seems  to  have  a  particular  determination  to,  and  spends  its 
y  principally  upon,  the  inferior  portion  of  the  lower  extremities.  This 
n  of  the  disease  is  usually  denominated  gout.  But  if  the  constitution 
less  vi'^orous,  or  the  predisposition  or  the  diathesis  less  remarkable,  then 
larger  articulations  and  all  the  other  parts  of  the  body  susceptible  of 
disease,  become  the  seat  of  it.  This  is  the  form  usually  styled  rheuma- 
n.  VVhen  accompanied  with  active  fever,  tumefaction,  heat  and  red- 
s.  it  is  denominated  acute  or  inflammatory  rheumatism  ;  but  when 
se  symptoms  are  not  present,  it  is  called  chronic  rheumatism. 
The  predisposition  to  gout  and  rheumatism  exists,  apparently,  in  different 
;rees  in  different  subjects.  A  man  in  whom  the  predisposition  is  not 
y  great,  may  therefore  so  successfully  avoid  the  diathesis  essential  to  the 
?ase,  that  he  may  never  experience  a  single  paroxysm,  during  the  course 
a  long  life.  This  seems  probable  from  the  fact,  that  some  individuals 
'e  for  a  series  of  years  pursued  a  course  of  industry  and  temperance, 
1  were  strangers  to  the  disease ;  but  afterwards,  on  abandoning  them- 
es to  luxury  and  indolence,  they  soon  became  its  victims.  On  the 
erhand,  where  the  predisposition  to  the  disease  is  very  strong,  it  may  be 
y  diffi  ;ult  in  some  cases,  even  where  the  strictest  rules  of  temperance 
observed,  to  prevent  its  development.  In  such  cases  1  apprehend  the 
)elite  for  food  will  be  found  to  be  very  strong,  the  powers  'of  digestion 
I  assimilation  perfect,  and  the  system  naturally  inclined  to  run  into  ple- 
ra,  without  any  abuse  of  the  good  things  of  this  Iffe.  There  are  some 
ividuals  in  whom  the  predisposition  to  gout  and  rheumatism  appears  to 
wholly  wanting,  inasmuch  as,  in  regard  to  them,  the  most  powerful  ex- 
ng  causes  have  never  been  able  to  produce  it.  They  may  have  been 
licted  for  a  long  time  to  the  immoderate  use  of  fermented  and  spirituous 
lors,  as  well  as  of  rich  and  high-seasoned  food,  and  may  have  lived  in 
e  and  idleness,  yet  they  have  never  experienced  either  the  gnawings 
gout  or  the  torments  of  rheumatism. 

The  appropriate  seat  of  rheumatic  inflammation  is  said  to  be  the  fibrous 
tein,  which  is  understood  to  include  the  capsules  of  the  joints,  the  fibrous 
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slieatlis,  tlio  j)(Mi()sl(Miin  and  oilier  fihiou^  iiu  iiil)i-;m(s.  llic  nporiciimsps, 
tendons  and  lii^ainenls.  Some  have  doubled  wlieilier  llie  inii^eles  are  cveM* 
the  seat  ol  true  ilieuuialie,  inflaniniatiou  ;  hut  in  my  mind  theie  is  no  doubt 
that  they  are.  W  hen  there  is  pain  and  soreness  in  the  side;  or  back  of  th(; 
nerk,  with  inability  to  move  the  liead  in  an)'  direction  ;  what  is  it  but 
genuine  rheumatic  inllammation  of  sonu;  o(  the;  muscles  employed  in  rotat- 
inii;  the  head  ?  When  there  is  pain  in  tlu*  chest,  (Ve(|uently  ^liifliniT  its  place, 
with  soreness  on  pressure,  attended  with  some  couLdi  and  dinicuhy  of 
breathini;-,  and  but  liitle  expectoration  or  lebrile  excitement,  what  else  is  it 
hni  a  rlKHHuatic  allection  of  the  (iia[)hragm  or  some  of  the  muscles  about 
t!ie  parietes  of  the  thorax,  employed  in  respiration  ?  Cases  of  this  kind 
frefjuently  occnr,  and  may  be  mistaken  for  inflammation  of  the  liver  or 
lungs,  or  incipient  consnmplion,  and  may  be  treated  as  such,  when  they 
ought  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  mild  cases  of  rheumatisin  only. 
But  whatever  parts  of  the  system  are  to  be  considered  as  most  liable  to 
tliis  speci(^s  of  inflammation,  it  is  evident  that  in  some  cases,  but  few  of  the 
tissues  or  organs  of  the  body  are  able  to  escape  its  ravages.  The  skin  is 
sometimes  red,  hot  and  swollen,  and  the  cellular  membrane  inflamed  and 
its  cells  filled  with  serous  fluid  ;  occasionally,  also,  phlebitis  makes  its  ap- 
pearance, exhibiting  the  same  hard,  red,  linear,  and  cord-like  elevation  of 
the  skin,  by  which  that  disease  is  usually  characterized.  In  a  case  which 
I  once  saw,  there .  was  evidently  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  attended 
with  hemorrhage,  pieces  of  coagulated  blood  of  a  cylindiical  form  liaving 
been  discharged  w  ith  the  urine.  On  account  of  the  peculiar  tendency  of 
this  disease  to  metastasis,  some  parts  of  the  system  essential  to  life,  as  the 
pericardium,  or  heart,  or  some  of  the  contents  of  the  cranium,  or  the  sto- 
mach or  bowels,  occasionally  become  involved  in  the  complaint;  and 
whenever  this  may  happen  to  be  the  case,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  rheu- 
matic inflatnmalion  may,  and  we  know  that  it  sometimes  does,  prove  fatal, 
Tlie  termination  of  this  malady  is  seldom  in  suppuration  or  gangrene,  but 
usually  in  resolution  or  effusion.  It  has,  however,  been  known  to  result 
in  the  formation  of  an  abscess. 

The  diathesis  essential  to  the  development  of  this  disease  consists  chiefly, 
in  my  view  of  the  subject,  in  plethora  or  an  undue  quantity  and  morbid  quali- 
ty of  the  blood,  induced  by  receiving  into  the  stomach  and  digesting  a  great- 
er portion  of  aliment  than  the  real  wants  of  the  system  demand.  The 
volume  of  the  blood  is  preternaturally  increased,  its  consistence  becomes 
too  great,  and  too  much  pressure  is  exerted  upon  the  parietes  of  its  ves- 
sels ;  ihereisan  unnecessary  and  injurious  accumulation  of  those  materials 
which  go  to  repair  the  waste  of  the  system,  or  add  to  its  substance;  the 
delicate  machinery  of  life  becomes  obstructed,  and  irritation  and  disease, 
either  local  or  constitutional,  is  the  consequence.  Nature  at  length  makes 
an  effort  to  throw  off  the  load  by  which  she  is  oppressed,  and  if  she  perish  ^ 

not  in  the  attempt,  and   receive  no   succor   from    the  healing  art,  ere  long  .■ 

finds  relief  in  some  critical  and  copious   evacuation   from   the  bowels,  the  ■ 

skin,  the  kidneys  or  capillary  bloodvessels. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  free  use  of  fermented  liquors  has  a  tendency  to 
produce  this  disease;  and  they  are  considered  to  be  more  influential  in  this 
respect  than  even  ardent  spirits.     The  opinion  is  probably  correct.     But 
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ill  what  way  do  tli;*y  produce  this  effect  ?  Evidently,  I  think,  by  Inducing 
plethora,  and  that  not  tlirectly  by  their  narcotic,  but  remotely  by  their  t(jnic 
powers.  Pure  narcotics  do  not  increase,  but, on  the  contrary,  diminisli  the 
a[)pt-tite.  Great  opium-takers  are  seldom  j)lethoric,  or  subject  to  i^'out  and 
rheumatism,  in  Turkey  and  China,  and  other  eastern  countries,  where  the 
use  of  opium  is  common,  and  the  consuuiptionn  of  fermented  and  alcoholic 
liquoi-s  and  animal  food  is  extremely  limited,  ^out  and  rheumatism  are 
rare  diseases.  The  excitiuij  causes  of  this  disease  are  those  of  many  and 
mobt  other  diseases,  viz.,  cold,  great  fatigue  of  body  or  mind,  long-con- 
tinued vigilance,  disappointment,  grief,  and  other  depressing  passions,  and 
the  sudden  suppression  of  accustomed  evacuations. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease  I  pay  but  little  attention  to  any  imaginary 
lines  of  distinction  between  gout  and  rheumatism,  but  am  governed  solely 
by  the  stale  of  my  patient's  system,  and  what  my  own  experience  and 
that  of  others  dictates  as  proper  to  be  done,  under  existing  circumstances. 
Where  the  ])atient  is  robust,  the  febrile  excitement  high,  and  the  pulse  full 
and  strong,  bloodletting  is  imperiously  demanded,  and  gives  great  and  per- 
manent relief.  In  most  cases,  whether  attended  with  much  fever  or  not,  I 
generally  administer  some  combination  of  cathartic,  diaphoretic  and  diuretic 
medicines,  or  some  single  medicine  capable  of  ]3roduclng  the  same  effect, 
with  a  view  of  exciting  to  increased  action,  the  bowels,  the  skin,  the  kid- 
neys and  all  the  organs  of  secretion  at  the  same  time.  For  this  purpose 
opium,  ipecac,  antimony,  supertartrate  and  nitrate  of  potash,  pulv.  guaiac, 
rhubarb  and  sulphur,  are  employed  in  vaiious  combinations  and  proportions. 
The  wine  of  colchicum  is  an  excellent  remedy,  producing  effects  similar 
to  those  which  are  produced  by  a  combination  of  several  other  articles, 
viz.,  catharsis,  diophoresis,  diuresis,  and  mitigation  of  pain.  Cathartics  are 
useful  to  change  the  secretions,  remove  plethora,  and  improve  the  quality 
of  the  blood.  Opium  alone,  with  camphor,  or  in  the  form  of  Dover's 
powder,  is  invaluable  as  an  anodyne  and  sudorific,  regard  being  always 
paid  to  the  state  of  the  system  at  the  time  of  its  administration.  Mercury 
is  particularly  useful,  both  as  a  cathartic,  and  as  an  alterative  in  obstinate 
cases.  The  quinine  I  do  not  use  till  the  disease  is  routed  and  on  the  de- 
cline. In  acute  rheumatism  after  copious  bleeding,  the  vol.  tlnct.  guaiac. 
in  tablespoonful  doses,  frequently  repeated,  is  said  to  be  extremely  effica- 
cious, and  in  chronic  rheumatism  almost  every  person  is  acquainted  with 
its  value.  In  cases  of  irritability  of  the  stomach,  nausea  and  vomitinc,  I 
apply  strong  sinapisms  to  the  epigastric  region,  and  give  carbonic  acid, 
with  the  carbonate  of  soda  or  ammonia  in  some  aromatic  infusion.  When 
there  is  a  sensation  of  icy  coldness  in  the  stomach,  strong  stimulants,  as 
mustard,  capsicum,  vol.  tlnct.  guaiac,  alcohol  ammoniat.,  &ic.,  should  be 
administered.  In  regard  to  local  applications,  where  the  heat  of  the  part  is 
greater  than  natural,  it  should  be  reduced  by  evaporating  lotions,  or  cold 
affusion  ;  but  where  there  is  a  morbid  paleness  and  coldness  of  the  parts, 
warm  and  stimulating  applications  should  be  made,  viz.,  liniments,  sina- 
pisms, blisters,  friction,  silk,  wool  or  cotton,  and  essential  oils  dissolved  in 
alcohol,  or  mixed  with  the  oil  of  olives  ;  and  in  some  cases  of  sciatica  and 
lumbago  which  have  become  obstinate  and  unyielding,  let  us  not  forget 
that  scarification  and  cupping,  succeeded  by  blisters  or  issues,  are  worthy 
of  serious  consideration. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Hosion  Mrdicat  a/id  Sn ru^'irat  Journal. 

SiH, —  An  abusive  communication  of  me  and  tlic  Oitliopcdic  Inslilution 
a|)|)carccl  in  your  .louinal  ol  ) cslcrday,  si<;iu'd  l)y  Tlios.  Cliadboume,  of 
Concoi'd,  i\.  H.  1  know  nolliini:;  of  L)r.  Cliadhourne  cxcfjpt  dial  he  put 
a  vouno-  lady,  a  rvhtdvv  of  his,  under  niy  care,  for  which  he.  has  never 
paid  me.  When  she  returned  home,  I  made  a  pieseiil  to  \)\.  ('hadhournc 
of  some  pari  of  ihe  apparatus  lliat  she  used  while  under  my  care,  and 
gave  measures  and  directions  so  ihal  he  could  have  oilier  parls  made. 
The  abusive  communicalion  in  your  Journal,  I  suppose,  is  ihe  gialiludc 
he  returns.      At  any  rate  I  shall  take  no  further  notice  of  him. 

Boston,  Aug.  13,  1841.  J.   15.  Brown. 

BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 
BOSTON,     AUGUST     25,    1^41. 


AMERICAN   SOCIETY   OF    DENTAL   SURGEONS. 

A  SESSION  of  this  new  and  important  Society  has  lately  been  held  at  Bal- 
timore. The  next  meelinij^  is  to  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  July,  1842.  This  is  agreeable  intelligence,  as  we  have  taken  peculiar 
interest  in  the  transactions  of  the  Association,  from  a  conviction  that  its 
influence  would  give  character  to  the  dental  profession  in  this  country, 
and  purge  the  Slates,  in  the  end,  of  a  legion  of  itinerant,  half-taught,  or 
untaught  dentists,  who  have  made  toothless  or  severely  injured  many  of 
the  unfortunate  subjects  of  their  unhandy,  unscientific  manipulations. 
For  the  very  kind  but  unmerited  resolution  of  the  Association,  respecting 
this  Journal,  which  was  communicated  to  the  editor  by  our  respected 
friend,  Dr.  Harris,  we  return  our  grateful  acknowledgments. 


American  Medical  Library  and  Intelligencer. — A  new  series  of  this 
work  was  commenced  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  is  to  make  its  appearance 
monthly,  at  the  moderate  price  of  five  dollars  a  year — just  half  the  former 
cost.  Having  no  envious  feelings  to  indulge,  in  regard  to  the  circulation 
of  medical  periodicals,  every  effort  to  disseminate  light  and  knowledge, 
especially  that  which  so  nearly  concerns  the  comfort  aud  happiness  of  the 
great  family  of  man,  as  correct  principles  in  medicine,  by  the  multiplication 
of  new  Journals  or  the  improvement  of  old  ones,  is  a  source  of  unfeigned 
delight.  The  world  is  quite  large  enough  for  us  all — and  we  most  heartily, 
therefore,  welcome  our  Iriend,  Dr.  Dunglison,  with  the  new  series — hoping 
that  its  success  may  equal  the  merits  of  the  learned  editor. 


Calisthenic  Exercises. — A  refined  civilization  is  unfortunately  accom- 
panied by  various  forms  of  physical  deterioration,  for  which  it  is  one  of 
the  special  objects  of  science  to  provide  a  remedy.  People  of  advanced 
age,  who  do  not  trouble  themselves  to  philosophize  on  whatever  strikes 
them  as  a  departure   from  the  common  appearance  of  every-day  things, 
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never  heard,  in  iheir  youth,  of  curved  spines,  distorted  shoulders,  or  any- 
other  uiisyniinetrical  deran;.^einenl  of  the  Irame-work  of  the  body,  which 
are  so  charai'lerisiic  of  the  present  a-je,  that  institutions  are  ex(  lusively 
devoted  to  their  correction.  Experience  sIjows,  loo,  that  they  are  exceed- 
in<,Hv  necessary,  and  they  have  been,  therefore,  well  sustained  by  the  ifj- 
telligent  public,  and  always  sanctioned  by  the  medical  profession.  Very 
rect^ntly,  Mrs.  Hawley,  formerly  Madame  Heaujeu,  of  England,  has  com- 
menced a  series  of  cali>«thenic  exercises  for  youn^  misses  in  this  city, 
which  are  reco^ajized  by  very  distinijuished  physicians  of  Philadelphia, 
New  York  and  Boston,  as  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  parents.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  enlarge  upon  the  value  of  exercise  for  young  ladies  in  a 
crowded  city.  Tliose  who  will  take  the  pains  to  inspect  Mrs.  Hawley's 
hall,  corner  of  Bromticid  and  Tremont  streets,  will  be  satisfied  of  the 
utility  of  her  system.  W'^ith  a  view  of  bringing  the  subject  before  the  pro- 
fession of  Boston  and  its  neiirhborhood,  that  they  may  avail  themselves  of 
the  curative  miMus  which  judicious  calislhenic  exercises  promise  in  many 
conditions  of  a  debilitated  system,  particularly  in  young  girls,  we  are  de- 
sirous of  directing  their  allenlion  to  this  lady's  qualifications  and  claims. 


Medical  Examinations. — Eleven  students  of  medicine  have  passed  an 
examinaiion  for  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  Harvard  University,  the  ensuing 
commencement.  A  large  number  will  be  admitted  the  present  season,  at 
other  institutions,  South  and  West.  No  wonder  the  question  is  asked  — 
where  are  ihev  all  to  liiid  practice?  There  are  too  many  in  all  the  cities, 
and  not  enough  in  many  places  in  the  country.  It  is  often  a  miserable 
waste  of  life  to  Iceep  hoping  for  that  which  not  more  than  one  in  ten  has 
the  tact  and  ability  to  procure  by  the  practice  of  phy^sic  in  cities,  viz.-^ 
daily  bread.  Let  it  be  recollected,  however,  in  all  places,  that  indu^try 
should  be  judiciously  applied,  as  success  in  many  cases  depends  upon  a 
faculty  for  timing  personal  elforts. 
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tinguished  and  extraordinary  personages,  of  both  sexes,  &c.,  together  with 
fifty  engravings  on  wootl,  illustrative  of  the  author's  propositions.  There 
is  more  of  an  exhibition  of  a  cultivated  literary  taste  towards  the  close  of 
the  book,  than  in  any  of  Mr.  Coombs's  former  works.  Not  coming  pre- 
cisely within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  medical  critique,  we  must  pass  it  over 
to  the  hands  of  professed  phrenologists,  by  whom  it  will  be  appreciated  if 
it  has  merit. 

University  of  Maryland. — Dr.  Samuel  Chew,  of  Baltimore,  represented 
to  be  a  man  of  fine  literary  ami  scientific  acquirement/-,  was  elected,  a  few- 
days  since,  to  the  chair  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Maryland,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Baker,  whose  death  was 
greatly  deplored  by  the  whole  community. 
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Medical  Arri rah  from  Knglavd.  —  In  the  stcnriuT  Columbia,  from  Liv- 
erpool, u  hicli  anivccl  ;il  lliis  port  on  TlmrsdiU'  irioniin^^  last,  raiDt'  Dr.  A  . 
Jones;  Dr.  .1.  Iv  Taylor;  Dr.  Harion  ;  Dr.  March,  one  of  the  professors 
in  the  Alhany  Mcilifal  Colle^^c  ;  Dr.  Williatn  .loncs  and  Dr.  Slralton,  of 
ihc  l^riii>h  Navy.  Dr.  H.  Spear  was  hnuJecl  at  Halifax.  The  celebrated 
j\lr.  Charles  Lycll.  pr(>sidenl  of  the  Geoloirical  Society,  anihor  of  an  ad- 
iniraMc  woik,  well  known  to  the  scienlilic  iti  this  country,  arrived  here 
two  ui'eks  before.  He  is  iravcllin;::.  at  present,  in  tin-  inlericjr,  but  is  ex- 
pected to  return  to  Boston  early  in  tiie  autuirin,  to  deliver  a  course  of  lec- 
tures before  the  Lowell  Institute,  at  the  Odeon. 


I /tdi a  Journal  of  Medicine. — In  the  October  No.  of  the  India  Journal, 
1840,  may  be  found  a  re-pritU  of  a  lecture  on  malformations  and  injuries 
of  the  uterus,  by  Dr.  A.  Trowbridge,  of  VVilloughby  University,  from  the 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Also  an  article  on  the  enlargement 
of  the  th\'mus  gland,  by  J.  M.  Tewksbury,  M.D.,  of  Oxford,  !\Ie.  ;  together 
with  a  paper  on  the  structure,  functions  and  patholoi^y  of  the  spleen,  by 
William  Ingalls,  M.D.,of  Boston. 

To  Corkespondents. — We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  follo"inir  pa- 
pers, which  will  have  insertion  as  soon  as  possible,  vi/.  :  An  article  on  Death  by 
Poison  ;  Case  of'Nymphomaiiia,  from  Drs.  llor  and  Spra()ue  ;  Dr.  Hamilton's  Sur- 
gical Cases  ;  Dr.  Slii[)n)an's  Case  of  Compound  and  Comminuted  Fracture :  Dr. 
Puine's  communication  ;  Justitia;  and  one  from  Dr.  Davenport,  of  an  unusually 
interesting  character. 

Ninnl)er  oCdeiitlis  in  Hosioii  for  the  week  t'lidin^'  Auir.  21,  S-'i— Males,  28  ;  rciniiles,  25.  Stilll)Oiii,  1. 
Of  coiismiiptioM,  10 — (lysenlen,  ^ — ciiolera  iiiCiintuiii,  3 — iiitlaminatioii  of  Uie  l)nwels,  6 — iiiiii:  (ever, 
2 — disease  of  the  heart,  I — l)o\vel  complaint,  4— (Us,  1 — liver  coiM|»laiiit,  1 — canker  in  stomacli,  1 — 
teethiiifj,  2 — canker,! — palsy,! — cholera  niorl)ns,  2— heinonhage  from  ttie  liovvels,  1  — infantile,  4 — 
scarlet  fever,  2— dropsy,  1 — al)scess,  1 — accidental,  1 — disease  of  the  head,  1 — rheumatism,  i — croup,  1 
— intemperance,  1. 

THK    B.M/riMOKE   COLLKGE    OF   DF.NTALSUKGKRY. 

The  Second  Session  of  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  next.     Tlie 
faculty  is  consutuied  as  follows  : 

Horace  M.  Hwden,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Patliology. 

H.   Willis  Baxlev,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Chvpin  a.  IIaruis,  M.l).,  Professor  of  I'ractical  Dentistry. 

Thos.  E.  Bond,  Jr.,  M.I).,  Professor  of  Special  Palholoijy  and  Therapeutics. 

Candidates  for  graduation  are  leqnired  to  attend  two  full  courses  of  lectures,  and  to  sustain  a  rigid 
examination  upon  the  snhjects  tanglit  in  the  Institution.  A  course  of  lectures  in  any  respectable  medi- 
cal school  will  be  considered  equivalent  to  one  in  this. 

To  those  who  desire  to  prepare  thoroughly  for  the  practice  of  dentistry,  tbe  Baltimore  Collece  of 
Dental  Surirery  offers  great  advantaiies.  The  Faculty,  sustained  by  the  ap|)rol)ation  of  the  medical  and 
dental  professions,  will  exert  themselves  to  do  justice  to  theii  |)npils  and  the  pnl)lic.  They  have  abun- 
dant facilities  at  their  command  to  enable  them  to  jierform  the  duties  they  have  a.ssunied,  and  it  will  be 
their  constant  aim  to  make  the  important  Institution  under  their  charge  highh  and  permanently  re- 
spectable. A  25— tN  THOS.  E.  BOND,  JR.,  Dean, 
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Skssion   1^41-42. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  1st  of  November,  and  be  continued,  under   the  follow- 
ing arrangement,  to  the  middle  of  March  ensuing  :  — 

Practice  and  Theory  of  Medicine,  by  •  -  -  Nathaniel  Chapmvn,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  by        ....  -  .  -       Robert  H\re,  .M.l). 

Surgery,  by        ------  -  William  Gibson,  M.l). 

Anatomy,  i)y        -------  William  E.  Horner,  M.D. 

In>tiiuits  of"  Medicine,  by  .  -  .  .  -         Sami  el  J  ^cknon,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  I'barmacv,  bv  -  -  .  CJeor.je   B.   Wood,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by       -        Hugh  I-.  Hodge,  M.D. 
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CASES   OF   HERNIA. 

To  (he  E'lilor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — If  you  lliink   the  following  cases  possess  interest,  you  may 
publish  them. 

Case  I.  Strangulated  Entcro-cpiplocele — Femoral — Operation  on 
the  fourth  day,  and  fatal  termination. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Craiger,  of  Ro- 
chester, N.  Y.,  a3t.  43,  was  seized,  Wednesday,  Nov.  4th,  1840,  with  se- 
vere pain  in  her  abdomen,  unattended  with  soreness  or  tumefaction.  No 
cause  could  be  assigned  for  this  sudden  attack,  by  herself  or  her  physician, 
a  very  intelligent  and  experienced  practitioner  of  this  city.  Dr.  E.  W. 
Armstrong.  By  a  single  bleeding  and  tr.  opii  the  pain  was  much  miti- 
gated. Thursday,  Nov.  5th,  the  attention  of  Dr.  A.  was  called  to  a 
small  tumor,  low  in  the  left  groin,  of  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  which  upon 
examination  he  became  convinced  was  a  femoral  hernia.     During  the  day 

it  was  seen  by  Dr. .  one  of  the  most  intelligent  surgeons  in  this 

city,  and  myself,  who  expressed  doubts  as  to  its  character,  founded  upon 
the  following  circumstances  : — 1st.  When  a  girl  a  similar  tumor  existed  in 
the  groin  for  several  years,  which  she  called  a  kernel  (enlarged  gland), 
and  was  unaccompanied  with  pain.  2d.  She  had  never  seen  a  hernia  or 
any  tuuior  in  this  place  since  that  disappeared.  3d.  This  was  not  pain- 
ful or  tender,  but  was  very  hard  and  round.  4th.  She  had  been  long 
subject  to  similar  attacks  of  pain,  he,  in  the  bowels,  which  had  always 
been  called  colic,  inflammation,  cholera  morbus,  he,  more  or  less  of 
which  had  existed  during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  But  knowing  the 
obscurity  of  many  cases  of  femoral  hernia,  we  advised  that  attempts 
should  be  made  to  reduce  it,  while  it  was  strictly  watched,  and  if  any  iar- 
ther  evidence  of  its  being  a  hernia  was  obtained,  that  the  operation  should 

not  be  delayed.     Friday,  Dr. and  myself  again  saw  it,  and  no 

change  having  occurred,  our  doubts  were  confirmed.  Saturday  evening  it 
was  seen  by  Dr.  Ellwood  alone,  who  pronounced  it  a  hernia  and  advised 
farther  attempts  at  reduction.  Sunday  morning  (8th),  at  8  o'clock,  I  was 
requested  to  operate,  as  its  character  had  now  become  evident,  by  a  great 
increase  in  its  size,  the  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  tumor,  the  tenderness  of 
abdomen,  and  an  aggravation  of  all  the  signs  of  strangulation.  The  pa- 
tient was  now  very  feeble. 

Operation — In    presence    of    Drs.   Armstronii,    Moore,   Dean,  Pope, 
Ford,  he.     First  incision,  crucial.     Fat  and  cellular  texture  three  fourths 
of  an  inch  ;  sac  containing  half  a  gill  of  pus ;  omentum  showing  minute 
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points  of  suppuration  ;  small  portions  of  gut  behind  omentum,  strangu- 
lated, dark-colored  ;  omentum  considerably  a(lher<;d  ;  stricture  at  Giinber- 
nal's  ligament.  Cut  towards  pubis.  INo  liiLMuorrliage  ;  acute  pain  on 
cutting  stricture ;  gut  reduced  easily,  but  omentum  with  difficulty,  owing 
to  adhesions  about  the  crural  ring.  Closed  wound  with  two  or  three  su- 
tures. Fain  continued  to  increase  alter  the  stricture  was  cut,  extending 
up  to  epigastric  region  ;  vomiting  unabated  ;  no  movement  of  bowels. 
Died  in  about  '20  hours. 

Autopsy^  same  day. — Omentum  adherent  to  ring  and  all  of  lower  part 
of  abdomen  ;  adhesions  ancient ;  marks  of  inllammation  extensive  over 
peritoneal  surface ;  no  extravasations  of  blood  or  pus. 

Remarks. — The  difHculty  of  diai;nosis  was  here  most  worthy  of  note ; 
and  it  illustrates  the  danger  of  confounding  femoral  hernia  with  enlarged 
glands.  It  is  not  certain  that  an  earlier  diagnosis  would  have  saved  the 
patient,  yet  it  is  possible.  I  am  not  the  first  who  has  made  the  mistake  ; 
S.  Cooper  says  it  "  is  frequently  mistaken  for  an  enlarged  gland."  Astley 
Cooper  and  Gibson  state  the  same.  See  also  Dunglison's  IMedical  Li- 
brary, Vol.  IV.,  p.  38;  and  four  unfortunate  cases  are  related  by  Ander- 
son, p.  159.  A  case,  also,  not  unlike  mine  in  appearance,  is  reported  by 
Prof.  D.  Palmer  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  XXI., 
p.  41,  upon  which  he  operated,  and  it  terminated  fatally  in  a  few  hours. 
Prof.  Palmer  thinks  it  is  often  exceedingly  difficult  to  decide  upon.  How 
many  more  the  private  registers  of  surgeons  conceal,  cannot  be  told. 
The  tumor  was  at  first,  and  during  its  progress,  exceedingly  hare],  and  not 
elastic,  which  most  writers  have  failed  to  note  as  one  of  the  diatrnostics  of 
omental  hernia.  The  progress  of  this  case  was  much  slower  than  is  usual 
in  femoral  hernia,  and  depended  upon  the  fact  that  the  omentum  was  at 
first  alone  concerned,  the  protrusion  of  the  gut  being  a  later  affldr.  The 
stricture  1  divided  directly  inwards,  according  to  the  authority  of  S.  Cooper, 
Gimbernat,  Lawrence,  Colles,  &tc.  I  believe  the  chance  of  cutting  the 
obturator  artery,  or  a  knuckle  of  intestine,  suggested  by  Hey,  Liston  and 
others,  as  too  small  to  deserve  attention.  1  also  wish  to  insist  that  Gim- 
bernat's  ligament  was  the  seat  of  the  stricture,  although  Sir  Astley  has 
declared  that  ^'  it  is  never  known  to  be  there" — (p.  247,  3d  Lond.ed.  of 
Lee).  If,  however,  by  Gimbernat's  ligament.  Sir  Astley  means  a  por- 
tion of  Poupart's  ligament,  he  is  right ;  it  is  never  the  seat  of  stricture. 
But  what  Gimbernat  described  as  a  portion  of  Poupart's  ligament,  and 
which  has  received  the  name  of  Gimbernat,  is  in  fact  a  distinct  ligament, 
and  has  been  thus  correctly  described  by  Hey,  by  whom  it  was  called 
*'  femoral  "  ligament.  It  was  also  so  described  by  Liston  in  1819,  and  by 
Anderson  in  182*2;  and  that  such  is  the  fact,  careful  and  repeated  dissec- 
tion has  convinced  me.  It  is  with  this  understanding  that  I  describe  Gim- 
bernat's ligament  as  the  seat  of  the  stricture;  and  thus  that  I  explain  the 
difficulty  of  relieving  the  stricture  in  femoral  hernia  by  posture. 

Case    II.      Indirect    Inguinal    Hernia — Omental — Extirpation    of 
Omentum,  and  Recovery. — Allen  ]McPherson,of  Caledonia,  IMonroe  Co., 
aet.  39,  a  farmer ;  fleshy  ;  temperament  sanguine ;  had  hernia  five  years  ; 
has  worn  a  truss, but  could  not  keep.it  up.     Feb.  10th,  1841,  it  became 
strangulated.     Dr.  M ,  now  deceased,  made   taxis.     Symptoms  of 
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straiiirulation  soon  rniiio  on,  and  vcmv  l:n-<ai  and  stionir  tobacco  enemata 
were  employed,  which  the  paticnl  said  nearly  killed  him.  1  saw  him 
Fc'l).  l(>th,  at  *2  o'clock,  A.  i\I.,  and  imnicdialcly  operated,  in  presence  of 
Dis.  (jiaham,  MclNaughtcMi,  Edson,  Miller,  and  several  odiers.  Tnmor 
very  laruje  and  elastic,  tender;  abdomen  submits  to  prc'ssure ;  bowels  not 
moved  in  five  days,  1  divided  and  ticul  the  external  |)ndendal  artery  ; 
cut  and  laid  back  six  distinct  fasciae ;  small  amount  of  serum  in  sac  ; 
omentum  dark  and  (irmly  adherent  to  sac  on  nearly  all  sides  ;  bands  firm 
(ancient);  1  tore  them  up — (Astley  Cooper,  3d  Lond.  ed.,  ]).  229)  ;  stric- 
ture at  external  rinuj ;  cut  directly  up  ;  adhesions  firm  at  this  point;  ex- 
tirpated omentum,  which  was  greatly  enlarged,  close  to  ring  ;  no  haemor- 
rhage ;  left  the  stump  of  omentum  in  situ  ;  closed  the  wound  with  sutures, 
&ic.,  and  left  the  patient  in  charge  of  Dr.  Graham.  He  recovered  in  the 
usu;d  time. 

llcmnrks. — Had  this  been  a  case  of  intestinal  rupture,  the  time  elapsed 
after  strangulation  (six  days),  and  the  terrible  doses  of  tobacco,  must  have 
pioduced  a  fatal  infiammation.  Tobacco  enemata,  little  feared  by  some, 
advised  guardedly  by  the  Coopers,  and  abhorred  by  Listen,  are  surely 
safe  and  proper  remedies  when  no  infiammation,  but  simple  cngouemcnt 
of  the  intestine,  exists,  and  more  so  in  omental  than  intestinal  hernia ;  but 
when  given  under  other  circumstances,  it  is  at  the  hazard  of  life  and  our 
poor  reputation.  The  quantity,  also,  is  never  to  exceed  that  directed  by 
S.  Cooper  and  Gibson  ;  for  we  venture  to  teach,  contrary  to  high  authority, 
that  it  is  by  virtue  of  the  direct  and  powerful  stimulation  of  tobacco,  that 
it  reduces  the  gut,  or  rather  by  the  violent  peristaltic  action  which  it  cre- 
ates ;  in  the  same  way  tart.  ant.  operates,  and  in  no  other ;  they  pull  in 
the  hernial  protrusion.  Those  men  who  talk  of  relaxing  tendinous  open- 
ings, by  internal  remedies  of  any  kind,  say  what  others  have  said,  and 
about  which  they  never  a  moment  reasoned  ;  and  it  seems  equally  absurd 
to  hold  that  the  inflammation  about  the  stricture  can  be  sufficiently  re- 
duced to  release  the  confined  viscus,  especially  by  stimulating  the  intes- 
tines with  tobacco.  But  if  tobacco  will  relax  tendinous  openings,  like 
the  external  abdominal  ring,  will  not  posture  do  all  that  it  can  do,  and  in- 
finitely more  ?  If,  then,  the  enemata  have  stimulated  the  intestines  to 
active  peristaltic  motion,  announced  by  the  rumbling,  &:c.,  you  have  done 
all  you  can  or  dare  do  with  these  articles,  and  it  is  rash  to  persist  until  the 
patient  is  prostrated  by  the  excessive  irritation.  If  he  does  not  die  before, 
he  certainly  will  after,  the  operation,  from  inflammation.  Six  fascia3  are 
more  than  even  Velpeau  ventures  to  describe ;  yet  we  had  this  number, 
clear  and  distinct  as  sheets  of  paper,  and  if  our  patient  had  not  spurred 
us,  we  could  have  shown  as  many  more — a  choice  illustration  of  the  folly 
of  vexing  the  memory  of  students  with  a  score  of  fasciae.  Three  fasciae 
are  enough,  and  more  than  will  always  be  found,  and  not  a  tithe  of  w  hat 
may  sometimes  he  demonstrated.  The  -'small  amount  of  scM'um  "  is 
peculiar  to  omental  hernia — (Aslley  Cooper,  3d  Am.  cd.,  Vol.  111.,  p.  31). 
The  omentum  was  left  at  the  ring,  and  not  reduced,  for  reasons  explained 
by  Astley  Cooper  (3d  Lond.  ed.,  p.  2'29),  when  adlierent  at  the 
neck  and  enlarged  ;  "  remove  a  large  part  of  the  omentum  by  the  knife, 
and  return  the  remainder  to  the  mouth  of  the  sac  to  plug  up  the  open- 
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ins-''  With  McPhersou  it  did  not  succeed  ;  it  still  comes  down  larfje  as 
ever,  as  is  usual  after  the  operation  for  stran<^ulated  hernia.  Was  Sir  Ast- 
ley's  advice  based  upon  speculation  or  experience  ?  Has  any  one  ever 
seen  a  case  in  which  this  course  prevented  the  future  descent  ? 

Case  111.  Strangulattd  Indirect  Inguinal  Hernia — Enterocele — 
Eleven  hours^  Strangulation — Operation  and  Death. — Aaron  Sperry,  of 
Cliili,  Monroe  Co.,  ait.  51  ;  rather  Heshy  ;  temperament  sanguine.  Had 
indirect  inguinal  hernia  of  right  side  many  years,  until  the  canal  has  he- 
come  stiaight,  resembling  a  direct  inguinal  hernia.  June  7th,  1S4I,  be- 
came strangulated,  and  was  with  much  dilFiculty  reduced  by  two  very  in- 
telligent surgeons.  Wells  and  Clark,  of  Chili.  14ih,  it  again  became 
strangulated,  and  the  same  gentlemen  were  called.  The  patient  was 
bled  to  syncope;  cold  applications  and  taxis  were  n)ade.  and  he  was  di- 
rected to  chew  tobacco  and  swallow  the  juice  until  it  produced  nausea ; 
injections  of  castor  oil,  molasses  and  water,  were  followed  by  considera- 
ble stools.  The  nausea  and  vomiting  continued  until  next  morning  (I6th), 
and  at  4,  A.  M.,  he  took  tr.  op.  gtt.  Ixx.  1  saw  him  at  6,  A.  M. ;  slight 
pain;  bowels  very  tender;  hernial  tumor  large,  tense  and  tender;  patient 
inclined  to  sleep.  I  immediately  operated,  in  presence  of  Drs.  Wells, 
Clark,  Butterfield,  Smith  and  Green. 

Operation. — External  incision  five  inches ;  tied  external  pudendal  ar- 
tery ;  only  two  distinct  fasciae,  namely,  the  fascia  superficialis  and  the  fas- 
cia of  tlie  cremaster,  which  latter  was  unusually  thick  and  inseparable 
from  the  sac,  and  which,  as  Scarpa  has  observed,  might  be  mistaken  for 
the  sac  itself  thickened.  This  being  opened,  discharged  about  §  iij.  of 
serum  ;  intestine  (ileum)  dark  red — containing  air  alone.  The  stricture 
existed  in  the  neck  of  the  sac  and  the  cellular  texture  investing  it,  and  ex- 
tended, as  usual  in  old  cases,  the  whole  length  of  the  canal.  An  incision 
directly  upwards,  from  the  external  to  the  internal  ring,  liberated  the  gut, 
and  it  was  easily  reduced.  When  the  knife  cut  the  internal  ring,  the  pa- 
tient complained  of  intense  pain,  followed  by  excessive  prostration,  cold 
clammy  perspiration,  he.  This  continuing  after  he  was  laid  in  bed,  we 
gave  him  tr.  op.  gtt.  xl.,  which  was  repeated  in  an  hour.  At  3,  P.  M., 
Drs.  Clark  and  Wells  attending,  and  the  pain  with  tenderness  of  bowels 
not  having  abated,  he  was  bled  3  xvj.,  which  gave  considerable  relief, 
and  his  symptoms  gave  promise  of  recovery,  except  that  his  bowels  had 
not  moved,  notwithstanding  he  had  taken  castor  oil  and  other  more  active 
'Cathartics,  liberally. 

I7th.  No  cathartic  operation  ;  bowels  more  tender;  patient  rapidly  sink- 
ing. He  died  forty-seven  hours  after  the  operation,  and  ten  minutes  after 
signing  his  will.     No  examination  was  obtained. 

Remarks. — The  hernia  was  not,  in  this  case,  strangulated  more  than 
eleven  hours,  yet  the  peritoneal  and  intestinal  inflammation  had  attained  a 
fatal  height,  to  which,  also,  he  was  particularly  predisposed  by  his  san- 
guine temperament,  plethoric  habit,  and  the  strangulation  of  the  previous 
week,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  could  scarcely  have  yet  recovered.  In 
this  case,  also,  as  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Craiger,  the  acute  pain  produced  by 
cutting  the  internal  ring  was  evidence  that  no  little  inflammation  already 
existed,  and  it  may  always  be  taken  as  an  unfavorable  omen.     The  ten- 
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dernoss  of  abdoincn  also  was  siidi,  jjicvioiis  to  tlio  opfM.'itlon,  as  Sir  Ast- 
Icy  Cooper  would  Ikivo  j^ronouuccd  daiiL^crous  (Vol.  III.,  j).  28  of  .3d 
Am.  ed.  of  Lcc).  Tlic  cxisicncL'  of  stricture  lliroiif;li  the  whole  canal, 
forinini;  a  sort  of  eIonii;alcd  and  fibrous  lube,  is  explained  by  Sir  Astley 
(do.  p.  18).  Tliis  is  also  another  case  in  which  the  practice,  once  recom- 
mended by  Astley  Cooper,  Key  and  Anderson,  of  cuttini^  oviaida  of  the 
sac,  would  have  proved  useless;  yet  the  severe  pain  produced  l)y  cutting 
the  peritoneum  at  the  internal  ring,  proved  the  soundness  of  their  fears  in 
reference  to  opening  and  cutting  the  sac  high  up  (Anderson,  p.  ilG). 
The  unusual  thickness  of  the  cremastcr  fascia  is  worthy  of  note,  which 
has  so  often  been  called  a  thickened  sac  (Liston,  p.  351 — S.  Coo|)er, 
Vol.  II.,  p.  84).  The  large  amoimt  of  serum  found  in  the  sac  is  almost 
peculiar  to  strangulated  intestinal  hernia?.  That  the  intestine  contained 
air  alone,  is  not  very  unusual,  yet  I  do  not  know  by  whom  it  has  been 
noticed.  The  rings  were  divided  directly  uy,  according  to  Liston,  A. 
and  S.  Cooper,  Gibson,  Sic.  Yours  truly, 

Uochestcr,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  I4th,  1841.  F.  H.  Hamilton. 


CASE  OF   NYMPHOMANIA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Jan.  18th,  1841,  called  to  visit  Miss  T.,  daughter  of  a  farmer,  aged  29, 
of  an  exceedingly  corpulent  and  plethoric  habit ;  had  enjoyed  almost  un- 
interrupted health  from  a  child  ;  for  a  few  days  she  has  complained  of  in- 
disposition ;  jaundiced  skin  ;  confined  bowels  ;  scanty  urine  ;  hot  and  dry 
skin  ;  cold  feet ;  and  partial  sweating  about  the  breast  and  head.  Found 
the  pulse  115,  full;  countenance  flushed  ;  respiration  hurried  and  irregu- 
lar ;  tongue  covered  with  a  brown  coat,  moist ;  appetite  impaired  ;  thirst 
moderate;  slight  tenderness  at  the  base  of  the  occiput.  Confined  chiefly 
to  bed  ;  assumes  the  supine  position  ;  vigilant,  restless,  morose  and  taci- 
turn. Twenty  ounces  of  blood  abstracted  ;  cath.  of  jalap,  senna  and  cr. 
tart.  ;  epispastic  to  the  nucha  ;  gr.  j.  tart,  antim.  in  solut.  every  two 
hours.  Did  not  see  the  case  for  three  days,  during  which  time  the  bowels 
were  regulated  with  comp.  cath.  pills,  the  antim.  continued,  and  gr.  x. 
pulv.  Dov.  at  bed-time. 

21st.  There  has  been  a  continuance  of  most  of  the  symptoms.  Face 
and  extremities  cool,  with  large  drops  of  sweat  on  the  forehead ;  pulse 
intermitting ;  bowels  inclined  to  be  torpid  ;  exceedingly  restless,  vigilant 
and  taciturn.     Hydragogue  cathartic,  followed  by  an  opiate. 

22d.  Bowels  regular  ;  pulse  very  irregular ;  more  restless,  with  jerking 
the  head  backward,  and  moving  the  hips  and  arms  suddenly  ;  no  answers 
to  interrogatories  ;  rises  and  sits  in  a  chair  occasionally.  Comp.  pills  of 
rhubarb,  followed  by  tr.  opii,  tr.  camph.  and  tr.  assafetida,  aa  equal  parts — 
a  teaspoon ful  every  two  hours. 

23d.  Same  symptoms  continue,  having  had  a  paroxysm  of  hysteria 
about  midnight,  as  described  by  the  nurse.  Comp.  cath.  pills,  followed 
by  a  pill  of  opium  and  assafetida  every  two  hours ;  nitro-muriatic  acid 
bath  for  the  feet,  niglit  and  morning.  Same  treatment  continued  two  days. 


62  Ytllow  Fever. 

25tli.  Pulse  variable,  with  diminished  force ;  a  staring,  maniacal  ex- 
pression ;  mute  and  stubborn  ;  manifests  for  the  Hrst  time  a  strong  volup- 
tuous feeling.     Treatment  suspended,  except  cold  semicupium. 

2t)th.  Symptonjs  of  nym|)liomaiiia  indubitable.  Her  conversation  and 
actions  leave  no  place  for  doubt  in  the  most  careless  observer.  Used  the 
speculum  uteri.  Parts  easily  dilated  ;  os  uteri  larger  than  natural ;  the 
labice  tumid  and  pouting  ;  vaginal  mucus  abundant  ;  mucous  membrane 
florid,  except  three  denuded  patclies  about  one  fomlh  by  three  fourths  of 
an  inch  in  size,  situated  about  ten  lines  wiihiii  the  nymphai,  and  parallel 
to  them  ;  orifice  of  the  urethra  |)rominent  and  very  rigid  ;  clitoris  about 
eight  lines  long,  and  tumid.  Injections  of  warm  soap-suds,  followed  by 
a  cold  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  ;  vinum  antim.  to  produce  nausea;  epis. 
two  and  a  half  by  three  and  a  half  inches  to  the  nucha.  Treatment  con- 
tinued four  days. 

30th.  Vaginal  secretion  abated  ;  denuded  patches  more  red ;  clitoris 
erect  and  very  sensitive  ;  epis.  still  discharging.  Lunar  caustic  was  ap- 
plied to  the  OS  tinea?  and  to  the  mucous  membrane  generally,  until  its 
color  became  a  bluish  white.  On  the  clitoris  no  effect  could  be  produced. 
After  a  thorough  washing  with  soap  and  water,  the  caustic  was  moistened 
and  again  assiduously  applied  for  several  minutes,  without  effect.  Caustic 
potassa  was  now  put  on,  which  soon  changed  the  epithelium  to  a  dark- 
brown  color,  during  which  a  libidinous  feeling  was  strongly  manifested. 
Antiphlogistic  regimen  and  frequent  ablution  of  the  parts  with  cold  water. 

Feb.  3d.  For  three  days  there  has  been  a  gradual  amendment.  The 
more  disgusting  obscenity  abated ;  pulse  and  appetite  nearly  natural ; 
bowels  regular  ;  occasional  mental  aberration  and  self-abhorrence. 

17th.  Has  continued  improving;  not  a  symptom  remaining  referable  to 
nymphomania  ;  made  an  examination  per  vaginam  ;  every  appearance  of 
modesty  existing  ;  sphincter  and  vagina  generally  much  contracted  ;  lining 
membrane  thickened,  but  performs  its  secretion  ;  clitoris  retracted  and 
very  diminutive;  ulcerated  places  not  perceptible. 

Her  organs  of  amativeness  were  exceedingly  developed.  After  23d 
Jan.  to  the  period  of  convalescence,  none  but  females  were  permitted  to 
see  her.     Up  to  the  present  time  her  health  has  continued  good. 

Q^uery. — What  occasioned  the  immunity  of  the  clitoris  1 

Baltimore,  Ohio,  Aug.  8th,  1841.  Hor  &i  Sprague. 


DR.   INGALLS'S  LETTER  ON    YELLOW  FEVER. 

[Continued  from  page  49.] 

Epispastics. — Subsequently  to  the  application  of  cold  water  to  the  head, 
a  blistering  plaster  was  applied  of  a  size  sufficient  to  cover  the  crown  of  the 
head,  as  in  the  case  of  E.  S.  ;  but  finally,  when  the  shaving  of  the  head, 
as  it  afterwards  did,  had  the  effect  of  controlling  the  action  of  the  heart, 
the  application  of  cold  water  to  the  head  and  the  vesicatory — these  remedies 
being  considered  merely  in  the  light  of  adjuvants — were  omitted.  In 
one  instance,  when  the  disease  had  continued  twenty-four  hours  before  I 
was  called  on  to  prescribe,  1  directed  the  head  to  be  shaved  and  a  blister 
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applied  ;  but  tlio  appUcnlion  of  rold  water  was  omlttod  from  tlie  appre- 
lic'iisioii — so  much  tiuic  had  chipscd  fioin  ihc?  couiiucucciULMit  ol  the 
attack — there  was  not  energy  enough  lu  ilie  vital  powers  to  produce  a 
li-aetion;  and,  therefore,  llie  result  niinlit  he  disastrous.  Blisters  were 
a|)|)lied  to  the  epigastric  and  hypo'^astric  rei^ions,  as  will  be  s(;en  in  the 
se(ju('l. 

Kmctics^  in  1793,  were  not  much  used  in  the  yellow  fever,  owini;  partly 
to  Dr.  i^ush's  plan  of  treatment  by  v<Miesection  ;  and  drastic  calhiirties — 
namely,  jalap  and  calomel — lakini^  the  j)recedence  of  every  other  rncithod, 
was,  pcMhaps,  the  princij)al  reason  that  other  remedies  were  not  duly  ap- 
jireciated,  nor  submitted  to  the  testofexperience  ;  and  partly  from  the  exces- 
sive irritability  of  tlu;  stomach  occurrin<^  soon  after  the  incursion  of  the  fever, 
in  which  state  tiie  stimulating  pro})erty  of  emetics  was  found  to  aggravate 
the  disease,  and  hasten  it  on  to  a  fatal  termination.  It  is  undoubtedly  of 
very  great  importance  to  be  in  possession  of  a  criterion  by  which  we  can 
ascertain  when  the  stomach  is  in  such  an  irritable  condition  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  an  emetic  would  be  hazardous.  With  respect  to  my  practice, 
at  any  time  within  six  hours  from  the  attack,  if  there  were  no  nausea,  I 
did  not  hesitate  to  have  recourse  to  this  mode  of  depletion.  When  spon- 
taneous vomiting  came  on,  the  patient  seldom  recovered,  and  an  emetic 
given  at  this  time,  according  to  the  received  opinion  of  the  day,  would  de- 
stroy the  patient.  In  the  case  of  Mrs.  McFarland,  in  consequence  of 
her  being  in  the  third  month  of  utero-gestation,  ipecacuanha  was  substi- 
tuted for  the  tartrate  of  antimony  ;  and  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Bennet,  who 
was  in  her  eighth  month,  as  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  of  a  mild 
character,  this  remedy  was  omitted  ;  and,  as  a  general  rule,  it  was  not  or- 
dered when  the  disease  continued  more  than  twenty-four  hours.  1  used  to 
carry  with  me  pills  containing  two  grains  each  of  tartiate  of  antimony,  to 
prevent  the  delay  that  might  be  occasioned  by  sending  a  recipe  to  the 
druggist's  store.  With  regard  to  the  dose,  I  was  guided  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case;  sometimes  giving  a  pill  every  ten  minutes  till  vomit- 
ing was  produced  ;  sometimes  two  pills  at  first ;  if  tiiey  did  not  operate  in 
ten  minutes,  the  third  was  given  ;  in  cases  of  extreme  urgency  three  were 
administered  at  once  ;  six  grains  proved  to  be  a  sufficient  portion  in  every 
instance  hut  one. 

Ventilation  and  Cleanliness  were  from  the  first  vigorously  enjoined. 
The  linen  and  bed-clothes,  as  soon  as  they  were  imbued  with  excretions, 
were  removed  immediately,  immersed  in  water,  and  washed  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  the  same  instant  removal  of  the  alvine  and  urinary  discharges 
was  also  ordered.  Great  care  was  taken  to  afford  as  free  circulation  of 
air  as  circumstances  would  admit,  with  the  precaution  of  guarding  against 
exposure  to  any  sudden  and  great  depression  of  temperature,  as  it  has  the 
tendency  to  aggravate  die  symptoms  and  render  the  disease  more  in- 
tractable. 

Cathartics. — In  1798,  cathartics  of  jalap  and  calomel — fifteen  grains 
of  the  former,  and  ten  of  the  latter — were  prescribed  ;  or  other  formulae 
in  which  calomel  was  the  active  ingredient.  Some,  however,  preferred 
giving  calomel  in  divided  and  repeated  doses,  with  the  view  of  inducing 
ptyalism,  which,  if  attained,  would,  in  their  opinion,  never  fail  to  effect  a 
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cure  ;  calomel  by  some  was  administered  in  scruple  and  even  drachm  doses. 
So  highly  was  the  remedial  power  of  mercury  esteemed,  that  inunction  was 
made  use  of,  and  carried  to  an  illimitable  extent.  This  formidable  scourge, 
indeed,  was  deenied  incapable  of  withstanding  the  combined  influence  of 
these  formula?.  So  far  are  the  preparations  of  cjuicksilver,  when  this  mala- 
dy is  established,  from  being  productive  of  advantage,  their  tendency  is 
evidently  deleterious. 

[To  be  continued.] 


CASE   OF  THE  LATE  SAMUEL   BUGBEE,   M.D.,    OF   WllENTHAM. 

BV    EBENE'/ER    STOW,    M.D.,    OF    WAI.POLE. 

[Communicated    for    the  Boston  Medical    and    Surgical    Journal.] 

July  2. — When  called  to  Dr.  Bugbee,  he  gave  me  a  somewhat  minute 
history  of  his  health,  for  the  last  eight  years  ;  the  amount  of  which 
seemed  to  be,  that  about  seven  or  eight  years  ago  he  became  excessively 
fatigued  by  walking  in  tlie  snow,  since  which  he  has  had  occasionally  an 
intermitting  pulse,  and  at  times,  on  exertion,  dyspnoea,  with  occasional 
starting  from  sleep.  Otherwise,  during  this  time,  has  enjoyed  good  health. 
About  six  or  seven  weeks  since,  his  appetite  'failed  him,  and  he  felt  an 
unusual  fulness  in  the  abdomen,  with  tenderness  at  the  epigastrium,  and 
for  the  last  week  a  constant  nausea  and  occasional  retching.  With  these 
gastric  troubles  he  has  a  cough  and  increased  difficulty  of  breathing  on 
e»ertion  of  the  muscles  of  motion  or  voice.  The  mind  clear  ;  counte- 
nance anxious  ;  respiration  very  laborious,  particularly  on  lying  down,  or 
speaking;  pulse  11-2,  very  weak  and  irregular;  tongue  clean  and  bowels 
regular ;  urine  scanty  and  high  colored.  On  examining  the  chest,  found 
It  resounded  well  throughout ;  respiratory  murmur  normal ;  the  sound  of 
the  heart  weak  and  irregular;  the  abdomen  tense  and  tender  at  the  epi- 
gastrium. 

3d.  Had  a  restless  night ;  great  prostration  ;  dyspnoea  urgent ;  six  de- 
jections. 

4th.  Has  slept  from  anodyne  ;  respiration  laborious  ;  lips  and  neck 
purple;  pulse  120,  weak  and  intermitting;  abdomen  rather  more  soft; 
no  appetite  ;  thirst  for  cold  drink  ;  extremities  cool. 

5th.  Had  a  bad  night,  very  little  sleep  ;  dyspnoea  urgent ;  pulse  scarcely 
perceptible  ;  extremities  cold  and  moist ;  yellow  tint  of  the  conjunctiva 
and  skin  ;  hiccough  ;  oedema  of  the  feet  and  legs ;  unable,  at  times,  to  lie 
down  ;  expectorates  coagulated  blood,  ten  or  twelve  sputa  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

6th.  Rested  better;  dyspnoea  rather  less  ;  lies  in  bed;  some  pain  un- 
der sternum  ;  expectorated  two  ounces  of  coagula  ;  extremities  warm  ; 
takes  very  little. 

7th.  Distressed  in  night ;  took  ipecac,  and  vomited  dark-brown  fluid, 
with  some  mucus  ;  otherwise  same ;  takes  milk  and  water ;  hiccough 
gone. 

8th  to  11th.  Much  the  same,  but  weaker. 
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13th.  Dyspnn'a  incronscd  ;  nnal»lo  to  lie;  ddliirss  on  permsslon  be- 
neath rii^lit  scapula,     (jradiially  sank,  and  di(;(l  .Inly  Iltli,  at  10,  1-*.  M. 

His  trcatnuMit  consisted  of  venesection,  cnppin^  and  leeches,  at  the 
conimenceinenl,  wiili  enu'lies,  cailiaitics  and  blisters.  He  took  caiotnel 
in  alterative  doses,  with  nitre  and  s(|nilh.  When  syni|)toms  of  collapse 
appeared,  stimulants  wvw.  (3nij)loyed  externally  and  internally.  During 
his  sickness  he  iiad  the  advice;  of  l)rs.  IJigclow  and  Fisher,  of  Boston,  and 
nearly  all  the  |)hysicians  of  the  vicinity.  Drs.  E.  L).  Miller  and  Foster 
visited  him  almost  daily  during  a  considerable  part  of  his  sickness.  Drs. 
Bigelow  and  Fisher  made  a  careful  exinninalion  of  the  chest  by  percus- 
sion anil  auscultation,  the  result  of  which  corresponded  with  the  statement 
above. 

Post-mortem  Evaminntion,  eiirfiteen  hours  after  Death. — Present,  Drs. 
Brown,  E.  D.  Miller,  Phelps,  Larkin,  Foster,  Salisbury  and  myself.  Left 
breast  fuller  than  right.  Thirty  ounces  of  serum,  tinged  with  blood,  in 
the  right  cavity  of  the  pleura,  and  twelve  in  the  left.  Lungs  healthy, 
large  and  expansive.  Heart  enlargerl,  pale  and  flabby  ;  weighed  twenty- 
eight  ounces,  avoirdupois.*  When  laid  on  the  table,  it  collapsed  so  as  to 
lose  its  form.  Its  parietes  were  so  much  softened  as  to  be  friable  and 
easily  penetrated  by  the  finger.  Stomach  contained  half  a  pint  of  dark- 
colored  fluid,  similar  to  what  had  been  thrown  up  by  vomiting.  Mucous 
membrane  red,  and  towards  the  pylorus  of  a  dark-brown  color.  Pyloric 
orifice  indurated.  Liver  of  a  light  grey,  and  small  in  size.  Pancreas 
liardened,  and  enlarged  at  the  right  extremity.  Other  viscera  of  the  ab- 
domen healthy.     Head  not  examined. 

Remarks. — It  will  be  observed  that  no  dulness  on  percussion  was  dis- 
covered in  the  pra3cordial  region.  This  might  appear  remarkable,  but  it 
seems  that  the  Inngs,  in  his  case,  were  large  and  expansive,  so  that  they 
overlapped  and  entirely  covered  the  heart,  and  the  respiratory  murmur 
could  be  heard  directly  over  that  organ.  This  would,  undoubtedly,  ren- 
der the  sound  by  percussion  in  this  region  clearer  than  it  otherwise  would 
be.  The  ramollissemeni,  or  softening  of  the  heart,  probably  contributed  as 
much  to  the  fatal  event  as  the  hypertrophy.  The  extreme  embarrassment 
in  the  circulation,  as  indicated  by  the  weak,  irregular,  and  at  times  almost 
imperceptible  pulse,  was  proLably'  caused  by  the  first-mentioned  aflfec- 
tion.  The  inflamed  state  of  the  stomach  undoubtedly  acted  a  part  in  the 
final  prostration  of  the  system. 


DR.  CHADBOURNE'S    REMARKS  ON   THE   ORTHOPEDIC  INSTITUTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — We  read  with  regret  an  article  which  was  inserted  in  a  late  No.  of 
the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  We  regret  that  such  an  arti- 
cle should  have  found  admittance  into  its  pages.  The  style  is  bitter  and 
personal,  and  could  have  been  written  only  to  promote  sinister  views. 
The  writer,  Dr.  Chadbourne,  we  understand  has  a  "  Chase  Infirmary," 

*    The  adull  heart,  in  its  healthy  state,  weighs  from  eight  to  nine  ouuces. 
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at  Concord,  N.  H.,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  "  Chase's  patent  Trusses." 
Probably  he  wishes  to  follow  in  the  steps  of  his  *'  illustrious  predecessor  " 
in  curing  club-feet  wllhout  dividing  tendons.  We  consider  the  corninuni- 
caiion  as  an  exotic  truiisplanlcd  from  the  South.  It  siiys — "  Among  the 
advocates  of  the  first  plan  (i.  e.  tenotomy)  we  find  some  of  the  first  sur- 
geons in  this  country  and  Europe,  supported  probably  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  medical  professioti  [this  would  seem  to  be  authority 
enou^h  to  remove  the  doubts  of  any  one  with  regard  to  the  two  modes  of 
treating  club-feet]  ;  while  the  mechanical  practice,  as  it  is  by  some  con- 
temptuously called,  finds  its  most  able  and  almost  only  advocate  [Dr. 
Chadbourne  means  to  except  himself]  in  the  comparatively  silent  labors 
of  a  single  individual,  Heber  Chase,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia."  Is  this 
acknowledgment  not  enough  ?  Dr.  Chase  against  nearly  the  whole  medi- 
cal profession  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  ! 
Boston,  AufT.  16,  1841. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    SEPTEMBER     1,    1841. 


SURGICAL  DISEASES  OF  INDIA. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Corbyn,  editor  of  the  India  Journal  of  the 
Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  we  have  received  an  elegant  volume 
bearing  the  following  title,  viz.  :  "A  Practical  Essay  on  some  of  the 
principal  Surgical  Diseases  of  India,  by  F.  H.  Brett,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  Ben- 
gal Medical  Service."  &c.  With  regard  to  its  typographical  execution,  the 
work  is  equal  to  the  best  London  specimens  of  priming,  and  consequently 
excels  the  generality  of  onr  American  books.  There  are  no  better  com- 
positors, pressmen  or  binders  in  the  world  than  maybe  found  in  this  coun- 
try; yet,  with  a  few  exceptions,  medical  books  emanating  from  presses  in 
the  United  States  are  cheap  affairs,  altogether  below  the  standard  of  me- 
chanical finish  in  the  same  class  of  works  from  Europe.  It  ought  not  to 
be  so,  since  the  profession  not  only  bitterly  complains  of  this,  but  inva- 
riably manifests  a  disposition  to  encourage  a  commendable  exhibition  of 
typographical  skill.  As  this,  however,  is  an  old  subject,  for  which  there 
is  no  immediate  remedy,  since  publishers  will  do  as  they  choose,  we  shall 
proceed  with  a  general  notice  of  Mr.  Brett's  surgical  labors. 

Of  the  character  of  the  author,  as  an  operative  surgeon,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  since  his  name  is  quite  common  in  all  the  journals  of  India, 
which  would  not  happen  were  he  an  ordinary  man.  But  distinguished  as 
he  is  for  bold  and  successful  surgery,  and  known  extensively  over  the 
wide  Anglo-Indian  dominions  as  a  life-savinir  man,  the  government  seem 
not  to  appreciate  his  high  talents  or  his  usefulness — and  like  many  other 
men  of  superior  genius  and  attainments,  he  is  the  target  for  all  the  pop- 
gun envy  from  Calcutta  to  Lahone. 

In  the  preface  it  is  said  that  the  confidence  of  the  natives  of  India,  who 
resort  to  European  hospitals,  has  been  greatly  increased  by  successful  sur- 
gical operations.     It  is  a  common  observation  in  England  that  operations 
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on  Enroponns  in  India,  tiirri  out  unfavoraldv  ;  but  Mr.  Brolt  says  this  is  a 
(IcH'iiled  onor.  Nolliini,'-  can  be  more  fav{)ial)li',  wlicn  tin;  conslilulion  is 
well  prepaiiMl.  than  ilic  mild  and  i^cnial  seaxni  nf  an  Indian  .springs  dur- 
inL*^  February  Jind  March,  and  \V()und^  then  lieal  rapidly. 

There  are  live  hundred  and  six  lari,^'  octavo  pai^cs,  iiiu'^traled  by  six- 
teen plaits.  The  plates  which  are  colored  are  ininiilably  (inc.  'J'hose 
e\pre^^^lv■  exinbilinnr  luinors  of  the  (ace  and  neck,  es|)ecially,  are  painfully 
correct,  and  show  that  Mr.  Hrelt  has  had  formidable  diseases  to  master. 
Havinc:  i^iven  a  path(di)L'.icaI  j)roem,  the  phenomena  and  symptoms  of  in- 
flammation, influence  of  the  nervous  system,  the  effects,  remote  causes 
and  itM'minations  of  inflammation,  are  considered,  followed  by  judicious  ob- 
servations on  ulcerations,  and  the  varieties  of  iriortification  and  erysipelas. 
Each  one  of  these  articles  would  be  valuable  in  itself,  but  they  are  intend- 
ed chielly  for  an  introduction  to  a  class  of  subjects  of  peculiar  interest, 
such  as  the  consideration  of  parasitic  growths,  simple  glandular  enlarge- 
iDenis,  malignant  growths,  neuroma,  osseous  tumors,  and  the  general 
treatment  of  each.  One  chapter,  sub-divided  into  three  sections,  is  de- 
voted to  the  Indian  leprosy.  Chapter  fourth  contemplates  the  diseases  of 
the  generative  and  urinary  organs.  This  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  whole 
book,  as  there  is  no  aspect  of  these  diseases  left  unsurveyed.  Only  a  few 
cases  are  detailed.  This  is  a  fault,  since  Mr.  Brett  had  a  multitude  at 
command,  all  stronq^ly  marked.  One  of  the  chief  advantaijes  of  Dr.  War- 
ren's  great  work  on  tumors,  is  based  on  the  narration  of  cases  which  were 
directly  under  his  eye. 

On  the  subject  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  Mr.  Brett  has  bestowed  much  la- 
bor. In  India,  ophthalmic  surgery  is  unquestionably  of  much  more  im- 
portance than  in  this  country  or  in  England  ;  yet  it  is  a  well-ascertained 
fact  that  the  statistics  of  this  particular  line  of  surgery  have  always  been 
undervalued  till  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 

Finally,  autoplastic  operations,  under  the  heads  of  blepharoplastic,  In- 
dian rhinoplastic,  labioplastic,  staphyloraphe  and  urethro-plastic  surgery, 
bring  the  book  nearly  to  a  close.  Many  of  the  notes  are  as  valuable  as 
the  text,  in  point  of  merit ;  and  to  one  residing  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
the  author's  description  of  a  litter  for  carrying  patients  on  a  camel's  back, 
is  something  quite  novel,  if  not  instructive. 

Very  few  of  our  readers  will  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  this 
valuable  work,  it  not  being  at  all  within  the  scope  of  any  of  the  publish- 
ing houses  here  to  take  up  a  foreign  publication  that  has  an  origin  much 
beyond  the  land's  end  in  England.  If,  however,  some  of  the  Philadel- 
phia gentlemen,  whose  enterprise  is  the  theme  of  praise  with  the  New- 
England  physicians,  would  re-print,  in  a  small  volume,  Mr.  Brett's  essays 
on  diseases  of  the  generative  and  urinary  organs,  in  connection  with  the 
sections  in  the  fifth  chapter,  on  diseases  of  the  eye,  we  think  it  would 
have  a  ready  sale. 

Surgery  and  medicine  are  making  rapid  progress  in  India.  The  local 
government  offers  considerable  encouragement  to  both,  while  it  embar- 
rasses the  movements  of  those  who  maintain,  by  personal  exertions,  the 
scientific  character  of  that  distant  country.  On  the  whole,  it  is  a  mystery 
that  the  E.  India  Company,  wielding,  as  it  does,  the  power  of  an  exten- 
sive dominion,  does  not  show  a  more  liberal  policy  towards  institutions 
and  men  on  which  their  government  is  actually  dependent  for  its  very 
existence. 
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Willoughhy  University,  Ohio. — A  circular  came  last  week.  No  essential 
alteration  has  been  made  in  the  board  of  faculty  or  general  policy  of  the 
medical  department  since  last  year.  Lectures  commence  in  November, 
and  coniinue  sixteen  weeks.  There  i.s  some  obscurity  in  regard  to  the 
description  of  the  edirice  devoted  to  medical  instruction.  The  account 
stands  thus — "The  Collcg'e  building  is  a  brick  edifice,  sixty  feet  square, 
three  stories  high,  with  a  basement — consisting  of  tliree  lecture  rooms  ; 
five  professors' rooms ;  a  dissecting  room  one  hundred  feet  by  twenty," 
&c.  How  is  it  possible,  in  a  building  sixty  feet  square,  to  have  a  dissect- 
ing room  one  hundred  feet  long — unless  it  is  a  spiral  ? 


Maryland  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — The  last  No.  of  this  Jour- 
nal is  well  stocked  with  original  and  selected  papers.  Under  the  division 
of  Retrospective  Revieiv,  is  a  history  of  Jewish  physicians,  translated  ex- 
pressly for  the  Journal,  which  is  creditable  to  the  industry  of  those  who 
select  for  its  pages.  This  is  the  first  No.  of  the  second  volume.  Extracts 
will  be  given  as  opportunity  presents. — The  editors  are  desirous  that  new 
medical  books,  pamphlets,  circulars,  &;c.,  should  be  sent  to  them,  for  notice 
in  their  pages  ;  and  we  take  this  opportunity  of  reminding  authors  and 
publishers  that  a  compliance  witli  this  desire  (in  the  case  of  the  Baltimore 
as  well  as  other  medical  journals)  will  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both 
parties. 

Pennsylvania  College. — As  usual,  the  medical  department  of  this  Col- 
lege is  completely  organized,  with  good  and  able  men,  all  at  their  posts. 
Dr.  R.  M.  Bird  has  taken  the  place  of  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Samuel  Col- 
houn.  The  concerns  of  the  medical  department,  says  the  circular,  "  are 
under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  medical  faculty — a  feature  of  its  (the 
College)  government,  which  is  believed  will  conduce  much  to  the  con- 
venience, interests  and  permanency  of  the  Institution."  Examinations 
for  a  degree,  commence  in  March  ;  but,  unfortunately,  we  can  find  no  in- 
formation, in  this  otherwise  satisfactory  annual,  when  the  lectures  begin. 
It  would  be  for  the  future  benefit  of  the  College  to  lot  the  exact  time  be 
generally  known. 

Medical  Degrees  at  Yale  College. — Eiglit  young  gentlemen  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  tlie  late  Commencement  at  New  Haven. 
This  is  far  better  than  to  have  conferred  one  hundred,  since  the  smallness 
of  the  number  is  some  evidence  of  their  having  passed  a  proper  ordeal. 
We  are  out  of  patience  with  the  rival  effort  to  turn  out  a  large  catalogue 
of  graduates,  so  characteristic  of  some  of  the  modern  schools  of  medicine. 
Few  and  far  between,  like  angels'  visits,  is  vastly  better  for  all  concerned. 


Foster's  Truss  Manufactory. — A  circular  from  Mr.  J.  F.  Foster,  a  truss 
manufacturer  of  Boston,  who  is  well  recommended  by  several  emine  it 
medical  gentlemen  of  the  city,  reminds  us  to  apprise  the  profession,  as 
well  as  those  requiring  mechanical  assistance  in  his  line,  that  the  testimo- 
ny of  all  who  have  called  on  him  is  in  favor  of  his  work.  All  kinds  of 
trusses  and  abdominal  supporters,  as  the  world  is,  even  some  of  the  most 
unexceptionable  patents,  may  need  a  trifling  alteration,  and  which  can 
only  be  effected  by  one  conversant  with  the   mechanism  of  such  instra- 
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mcnls,  and  who  also  possesses   llie  advaiilagcs  of  a  good  judgment  and 
long  experience. 

Female  practising  r/urnologist.—A  Mi>s  L.  M.  Harncs  advertise?,  in  a 
Boston  paper,  that  she  has  taken  rooms  at  the  Eastern  Stage  House. 
Price  of  a  phrenological  examination,  (if'ty  cents.  This  is  (jiiile  sickening. 
The  science  itself  is  not  only  disgraced  by  being  made  the  instrument  of 
a  petty  income  to  an  ignorant,  presuming,  flippant-tongued  female,  but  she 
thus  brings  contempt  upon  tiie  sex,  of  whom  better  things  are  expected. 


New  York  Medical  Gazette. — In  the  imprint  to  this  work,  the  name  of 
William  C.  Koberls,  M.D.,  has  been  inserted  as  editor  ;  but  in  No.  6,  his 
name  is  wanting — published,  however,  as  before,  by  Uriah  Turner,  M.D. 
We  suppose,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  there  was  a  good  and  sufficient 
reason  for  this  omission. 


The  Vapors  of  Nitrate  of  Potassa  i?i  Asthma. — I  have  lately  met  with 
some  cases  of  asthtna,  in  which  great  relief  was  derived  from  inhaling  the 
vapors  arising  from  the  decomposition  of  nitrate  of  potassa.  The  patients, 
after  saturating  while  paper  with  a  solution  of  the  nitrate,  and  drying  it 
thoroughly,  set  it  on  fire,  and,  dropping  it  into  some  close  vessel,  inhale 
the  gases  evolved  by  the  combustion.  A  teapot  answers  well  for  the  pur- 
pose, but  it  is  sufBcienl  to  drop  the  ignited  paper  in  a  common  glass  tum- 
bler, applying  the  mouth  to  it  while  it  is  filled  with  the  vapors.  The  re- 
lief has  been  manifest  in  several  cases,  and  in  one  complete.  The  sub- 
ject, a  gentleman  aged  5o  years,  had  been  afflicted  with  asthma  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  the  paroxysms  of  which  were  marked  with  all  the  dis- 
tress that  attends  that  disease.  For  five  years  past  he  has  been  exempt 
from  it,  and  his  restoration  he  attributes  entirely  to  this  remedy.  He  was 
in  the  habit  of  carrying  with  him,  in  his  pocket-book,  paper  prepared  for 
the  occasion,  and  of  resorting  to  the  fumes  whenever  he  was  threatened 
with  an  attack. 

A  lady,  of  about  the  same  age,  has  derived  great  benefit  from  these  in- 
halations, in  the  same  disease.  The  paroxysm  is  always  shortened,  and 
greatly  mitigated,  by  a  resort  to  them. 

At  present,  I  have  a  patient  under  my  charge,  laboring  under  a  pul- 
monary afl^eclion,  one  of  the  most  afflicting  symptoms  in  which  is  dyspnoea. 
For  this  he  has  been  inhaling  the  vapors  of  the  nitrate  for  some  days,  and 
the  result  is,  that  he  expectorates  with  more  freedom  and  ease,  and  his 
breathing  is  much  improved.  In  his  case  the  remedy  does  not  promise  so 
much,  as  there  is  reason  to  fear  the  existence  of  organic  lesions. — Dr. 
Yandell,  in  Western  Med.  Jour. 


Tubercles  developed  by  Intermittent  Fever. — The  development  of  tuber- 
cles, it  is  well  known,  is  favored  by  whatever  causes  impair  the  healthy 
tone  of  the  system.  Tubercular  consumption,  for  a  year  or  two  past,  has 
been  more  common  than  usual  in  some  parts  of  Tennessee,  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  iniermittL-ni  fever  also  prevailed  in  those  places  to  an  un- 
usual extent  during  the  last  two  autumns.  Visceral  obstructions  have  at- 
tended many  of  these  cases   of  intermittent,  rendering  the  cure  difficult, 
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and  where  the  chills  have  continued  to  recur  ihrouj^h  the  winter  and  fol- 
lowing spriog^,  phihi^.is  has  been  but  too  fre(juently  llie  consequence.  This, 
indeed,  is  now  one  of  llie  most  dreaded  of  the  sequelas  of  iniernHllent  fe- 
ver \\\  ihal  region  of  country,  and  increasing  the  neces.-«ily  of  arresting  the 
disease  as  early  as  possible.  In  a  (onner  No.  we  have  spoken  of  the  pre- 
parations of  iron  as  adapted  to  cases  of  obstinate  and  protracted  chills  and 
fever,  removing  the  aneinic  condition  of  the  system  which  attends  upon 
them  ;  and  we  have  now,  upon  the  auihoiity  of  some  of  the  practitioners 
of  Tennessee,  to  mention  the  sulphate  of  copper  as  a  remedy  which  has 
been  found  superior  to  the  salts  of  iron  in  this  form  of  the  disease. — Ibid. 


On  the  Impropriety  of  dividing  Muscles  of  the  Back  in  lateral  Curva- 
tiires  of  the  Spine.  By  M.  Bouvier. — After  numerous  experiments,  M. 
Bouvier  concludes: — 

1.  That  the  section  of  the  sacro-lumbalis,  longissimus  dorsi,  spino-trans- 
verse  muscles,  &c.  is  not  immediately  followed  by  any  diminution  of  spi- 
nal curvature, 

2.  The  changes  which  the  curves  undergo  during  the  succeeding  me- 
chanical treatment  are  exactly  identical  with  the  changes  produced  by  this 
treatment  alone,  when  it  has  not  been  preceded  by  the  section  of  the 
muscles. 

3.  The  space  of  time  necessiiry  to  obtain  these  changes  is  the  same 
whether  we  have  recourse  to  orthopedic  means  alone,  or  practise  also  sec- 
tion of  the  muscles. 

4.  In  a  word,  dorso-lumbar  tenotomy  has  no  kind  of  influence  in  reme- 
dyitig  lateral  deviation  of  the  spine,  properly  so  called. 

M.  Bouvier  further  concludes  :  1.  That  the  majority  of  lateral  curva- 
tures of  the  spine  are  not  owing  to  muscular  contraction  ;  and,  2.  That 
etiology,  pathological  anatomy  and  clinical  experiments  proscribe  the  sec- 
tion of  the  muscles  of  the  back  in  the  treatment  of  these  curvatures. — Brit, 
and  For.  Med.  Eevieiu.from  Gaz.  Med. 


Tincture  of  Aconite  in  Neuralgic  Pains. — The  formula  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  tincture  as  employed  by  Mr.  Curtis,  is  that  recommended  by 
Dr.  Pereira  in  his  "  Elements  of  Materia  Medica."  The  root  is  collected 
in  the  spring,  and  dried.  The  tincture  is  made  as  follows  : — R.  Root  of 
aconite,  lb.  j.  ;  rectified  spirit,  0  iss.  Macerate  for  fourteen  days,  and 
strain. — London  Laiicet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Mallory,  now  a  member  of  Congress,  from 
Virf^inia,  has  been  notified  bv  his  constituents  that  he  misrepresents  their 
views  and  opinions. — Dr.  Eldridge,  the  supposed  rogue,  well  known  by- 
various  unsuccessful  attempts  to  convict  him  of  high  crimes,  is  finally  at 
liberty  ao-ain. — A  singular  disease  of  cattle  has  been  noticed  of  late,  in 
Byfield,  Mass.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  have  died,  but  the  cause  is 
still  unexplained. — Mary  Porter  died  at  Philadelphia,  week  before  last,  at 
the  a""e  of  104  years. — The  long-talked-of  Thomsonian  convention,  with 
reference  to  the  location  and  establishment  of  a  new  school  for  teaching 
their  system  of  medicine,  is  to  meet  in  Boston  on  the  second  Wednesday 
of  September. — Dr.  Ruschenberger,  of  the  navy,  is  about  preparing  a  life 
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of  the  late  Drs.  Morc^ati  and  IJoyd,  of  llu*  navy. — I\T.  Louvrier's  ncwly- 
in vented  apparatus  for  insilanlly  straiglUcninfr  a  crooked  \i?^,  by  a  sort  of 
crush,  that  overcomes  all  opposition  of  bones  and  nmscles  in  a  twinkling, 
is  not  at  all  popular.  TIk;  patients  arc  very  apt  to  die  in  p^eitinfif  wcdl,  tbe 
sbociv-  and  subsetpient  inllnnnnation  being  too  niucb  for  ordinary  flesh  and 
blood. — Srnallpo.v  has  lately  appeared  in  the  north  part  of  Vermont,  west 
of  the  niouniains. — S.  H.  Dickson,  M.D.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  has 
been  appointed  orator  of  the  Phi  I3ei;i  Kappa,  at  Yale,  ne.xt  rommcnce- 
tnent. — Rocont  arcounls  from  Havana  bring  the  gratifying  intellifrence  that 
the  yellow  fever  is  abating.  A  few  cases  have  been  announced  at  New 
Orleans  of  late,  but,  after  all,  the  public  health  is  good,  for  this  season  of 
the  year  in  that  place. 


Nimil)or  ordralhs  in  IJostoii  Cor  the  week  eiuliiif:  Aiiir.  28,  43.— Malos,  23  ;   rciiuiles,  20. 

Of  consuiiiptioii,  ;!— iiiliiiuile,  .3 — alr()|iliy,  1 — dv  seiilery,  7 — iiilerni)cruii(;c',  J— siiutllpox,  2 — dropHy, 
1 — dfl)ility,  2 — ha'iiiorrliiiiie,  1 — tcclliini;,  .3 — iiiMiasiinis,  1  — croup,  J — bowel  cf)iiii)laint,  2— scarlet  fe- 
ver, 2— cholera  infantum,  2 — canker  in  liie  bowels,  1 — inflaninialion  of  the  i)owels,  1 — cancer,  1  — ty- 
dIhis  fever.  I — canker.  1 — drowntMl.  1 — dronsv  on  the  brain.   I. 


MRDICAL    LIXTUKKS   IN    BOSTON. 

These  Lectures  begin  annually  in  the  Medical  College,  in  Mason  street,  Boston,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  November,  and  continue  four  months. 

Fees. 
Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  -  -  Dr.  Warrex,  $15,00 

Miiiwilery  and  Med.  Jiuisprudence,  by  -  -  Dn.  Chanmno,  JO, 00 

Materia  Medica,  by       -  -  -  -  -  -      Da.  Bioei.ow,  10,00 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  -  Dr.  Havward,  JO, GO 

Chemistry,  by  -----  -  Dr.  Webster,  1.5,00 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Drs.  Ware  and  Bigelow,       15,00 

At  a  niceting  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  May  29,  1841,  it  was  Fotcd,  That  hereafter  two  full  courses  of 
lectures  in  this  school  be  required  of  candidates  for  the  dey:ree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  But  for  one  of 
these  courses  a  substitute  may  be  received  in  a  course  of  lectures  at  anv  other  medical  institution  in 
which  the  number  of  teachers  is  not  less  than  si.x,  and  in  \\hich  the  time  occupied  bv  lectures  is  not 
less  than  four  months.  WALTER  CIIANiMiNG,  Dean. 

Boston,  August  21,  1841.  S  J— eptN 

GENF'IV.A    MEDICAL    COIJ-EGE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by        -        -         -     T.  Spencer,  M.D.,  Geneva. 
Obsteliics  and  Medical  .Jurisprudence,  by      -        -        -     C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D.,  Utica. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by .Iames  Wedster,  M.D.,  Rochester. 

Chemistry  and  PJiarmacy,  by        ....  James  U\di,ev,  M.D.,  Fairfield. 

Materia  Medica  and  General  Pathology,  by    -  -  John  DeLamater,  M.D.,  Sarat.  SpringP. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by      -        -        -        Frank  IL  Hamilton,  M.D.,  Rochester. 
Demonstrator,    --------     Sumner  Rhoaoe.s,  M.D.  Geneva. 

C.  B.  COVENTRY,  Dean. 
Geneva,  August  n,  18^1.  S  1— eptO  JAMES  JIADLEY,  Registrar. 

THE    BALTIMOKE   COLLEGE   OF   DENTAL   SURGERY. 

The  Second  Session  of  iliis  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  ne.xt.  The 
faculty  is  constituted  as  follows  : 

Horace  M.  Havden,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

H.  Willis  Baxley,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

CiiAPiN  A.  Harris,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Practical  Dentistry. 

Thos.  E.  Bond,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Si)ecial  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 
Candidates  for  graduation  are  required  to  attend  tvvo  full  courses  of  lectures,  and  to  sustain  a   rigid 
examination  upon  the  subjects  taught  in  the  Institution.    A  course  of  lectures  in  any  respectable  medi- 
cal school  will  be  considered  equivalent  to  one  in  this. 

To  those  who  desire  to  prepare  thoroughly  for  the  practice  of  dentistry,  the  Baltimore  College  of 
Dental  Surirery  ofTers  ureat  advantages.  The  Faculty,  sustained  by  the  approbation  of  the  medical  and 
dental  professions,  will  evert  themselves  to  do  justice  to  their  pupils  and  the  public.  They  have  abun- 
dant facilities  at  their  command  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  duties  they  have  a.ssimietl,  and  it  will  be 
their  constant  aim  to  make  the  important  Insiitutiou  under  their  charge  liighlv  and  permanently  re- 
spectable. A  25— IN  THOS.  E.  BOND,  JR.,  Dean. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  (juills  charged  with  Pire  Vaccine 
ViRfs,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar, postpaid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  oflice.  June  19 


I'i  Medical  Advertisements. 

JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  rillLADELl'llIA. 
Skssion  ok   H41 — 42. 
Thb  regulttr  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  fif  November. 

UouLLv    Ul.nolisun,  M.D.,  Frolessor  of  Iiislituies  of  Medicine  hikI  Medical  Juribprudence. 
KDUtKT  M.   llL'sro.N,  M.U.,  Prolessor  of  Materia  Medica  and  General  Therajteutics. 
Jo.-4k:pH  I'a.ncoast,  M.l).,  Prolessor  oCCleneral,  Ueijcriptive,  and  Hurgical  Auatuiny. 
J.  K.  MrrcHBLL,  M.L).,  I'rolessor  ol'Practice  of  Medicine. 
Thomas  1).  Ml  tikh,  M.D.,  Professior  of  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
<jHiRLi::s  U.  Mkius,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Fkvnklin   Uachk,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
On  and  after  the  first  of  October,  the  dissecting  room  will  be  open,  and  the  Professor  of  Anatomy 
will  give  his  personal  attendance  thereto.     Clinical  instruction  will  likewise  be  given  at  the  Dispen- 
sary of  the  College. 

During  the  course,  ample  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for  clinical  instruction;  Professors  Dun- 
glison,  Huston,  and  Pancoast  being  medical  ollicers  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital;  Professor  Meigs  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital;  and  Professor  Mutter,  Surgcctn  to  the  Philadelphia  Dispen.-^ary. 

Professor  Dunglison  will  lecture  re:;ularly  on  Clini(;al  Medicine,  and  Professor  Pancoast  on  Clinical 
Surgery,  at  the  Pliiladcl|tliia  Hospital,  throughout  the  course. 

Added  to  these  I'acilities,  ihe  Museiiia  of  the  Insiitiiiion  affords  essential  aid  to  the  student,  by  its 
various  anatomical,  pathological,  and  obstetrical  |>reparalions  and  drawings,  as  well  as  by  the  diversi- 
fied specimens  of  genuine  and  spurious  articles,  and  jtlates,  drawings,  Ac,  (or  illustrating  the  materia 
medica.  These,  with  the  numerous  and  varied  specimens  that  have  been  recently  added  from  the 
private  collections  of  the  members  of  the  faculty,  render  the  Museum  and  Cabinets  more  rich  and 
effective  for  the  pur])ose  of  Medical  Instruction  than  they  have  ever  been. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M  D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

UNIVERSITY   OF    NEW   YORK —DEPARTMENT   OF    MEDICINE. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the_  last  Monday  of  October  nc.vt,  and  continue 
until  the  ensuing  March. 

Valentine  Mdtt,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery.  , 

Granville  Sinui-  PArrisoN,  M.l).,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
John  Rkvehe,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Martvn   Paine,  M.D.,  Prolessor  of  the  Institutes  of  Mcilicine  and  Materia  Medina. 
Gunning  S.  Ukdkord,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
John   W.   Drvper,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
The  fees  for  a  full  course  of  lectures  amount  to   iJlO'i.     Matriculation  fee,  $5.     Respectable  board 
and  lodiring  can  be  ol)taineil  at  from  ^^^M  to  S'i,00  per  week. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  which  the  hospitals  of  New  York  offer  for  clinical  instruction,  a  Scrqi- 
CAL  CLiNiyiE  has  been  instituted  iti  the  College  building  under  the  direction  of  the  Pi«ofessors  of 
Surgery  and  Anatomy.  JOHN   W.  DRAPER, 

Jy  28— eoptNi  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 

MEDICAL    INSTITUTION   OF    YALE    COLLEGE. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures,  for  the  term  of  1841-2,  will  commenceon  Thursday,  September  30, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  LL.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by        .  .  -  -  En  Ives,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Tlierai)eutics,  by  -  -  -  William  Ti  lly,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  ...  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  -----  -  Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by      -        -  -  -  -  Charles  Hooker,  M.D. 

Fees  for  a  full  course,  !>ii76,  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Abundant  facilities  for  dissections  at  a  very 
moderate  expense.     Grailuation  fee,  $15.  CHARLES  HOOKER,  Sec'ry. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  July  6,  1841.  Jy  14— tsep28 


THEODORE  METCALF,  APOTHECARY, 

No.  33  TremontRow,  Boston,  is  sole  agent  for  the  sale  of  Bull's  Philadelphia  Gold  Foil.  lie  has  also 
the  largest  assortment  of  mineral  teeth  to  be  found  in  New  England.  Together  with  turnkeys,  for- 
ceps, tirills,  files,  mirrors,  platina,  and  almost  every  article  used  by  dentists.  English  and  .\merican 
surgical  instruments,  in  great  variety. 

Ij' Any  instrument  not  in  store,  obtained  to  order  at  three  days'  notice.  Ap  7 — 6m 

DR.    J.    J     MOORMAN, 

RESIDENT    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHITE    SULPHUR    SPRINGS,    VA. 
M\Y  be  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety    of  using  the  White  Sulphur  Water,  in 
particular  diseases,  ic.     Communications,  descriptive   of  the  case,  enclosing  the  ordinary  lise  of  $5, 
directed,  post-paid,  to  Dr.  M.  at  the  Wliiie  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  res])onded  to. 
October  23J,  1840.  O.  28- lanuMcheoptO 


THE    BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL   JOURNAL  is  published  everv  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CL\P1',  .Ml.,  at  ld4  Wasliiugton  St.,  corner  of  FrankUn  St.,  to  whom  all  comiiuinications  miist  be 
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CASES   OF   COMPOUND    FRACTURE   OF   THE   LEG. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sni, — I  send  you  the  rollowin<r  cases  of  compound  fracture  of  the 
leg,  wliich  you  are  at  hberty  to  [jubhsli  if  you  think  thcni  of  sufficient 
interest. 

Case  I.  Compound  comminuted  Fracture  of  the  Leg — Cure. — 
Levi  Bullock,  of  the  town  of  Solon,  in  this  county,  ait.  about  45, 
of  intemperate  habits,  had  his  leg  caught  between  a  stick  of  timber 
and  a  tree  on  the  25th  of  June,  183S.  Being  alone,  and  a  yoke  of 
oKen  attached  to  the  stick,  in  order  to  liberate  himself  he  was  obliged  to 
drive  the  cattle  along  until  the  end  of  the  stick  passed  beyond  the  tree. 
The  consequence  was  a  severe  compound  comminuted  fracture,  attended 
with  much  laceration  of  the  soft  parts.  1  saw  him  five  hours  after  the 
accident.  On  examination  I  found  a  fracture  of  both  bones  of  the  leg; 
tibia  aboi.it  two  inches  al)ove  the  ankle-joint ;  fibula  three  inches.  The 
foot  was  turned  off  at  nearly  a  right  angle  with  the  leg;  the  upper  frag- 
ment of  the  tibia  protruding  about  three  inches,  was  broken  obliquely 
from  below  u])wards  and  outwards;  a  piece  of  bone,  comprising  half  tlie 
shaft  of  the  tibia  and  nearly  two  inches  long,  was  loosely  attached  to  the 
lower  fragment,  which  was  readily  removed  with  the  fingers.  Several 
other  small  portions  of  bone  were  found  loose,  and  removed.  The  lacera- 
tion extended  from  the  ankle  six  inches  upwards.  The  skin  and  muscles 
were  torn  and  contused,  and  the  wound  filled  with  dirt  and  leaves.  The 
patient  was  prepared  in  his  mind  to  expect  that  the  limb  would  be  ampu- 
tated, and  when  1  informed  him  that  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  an  attempt 
to  save  it,  he  very  readily  acquiesced  in  any  method  which  I  should  adopt. 
Afier  carefully  cleansing  the  wound  and  removing  all  extraneous  matter, 
the  bones  were  reduced  by  making  moderate  extension  and  counter-exten- 
sion ;  the  wound  was  brought  as  nearly  together  as  the  irregular  nature  of 
it  would  admit,  with  adhesive  straps;  Scultetus's  bandage  was  applied, 
and  two  splints,  well  padded,  reaching  from  below  the  ankle  to  above 
the  knee,  were  fastened  with  strong  tapes.  The  leg  was  laid  upon  a  pillow 
of  chaff,  and  ordered  to  be  kept  constantly  wet  with  spirits  and  water. 
A  large  anodyne  was  given,  with  directions  to  repeat  it  if  required. 

I  saw  him  again  on  the  27th.  The  anodynes  had  k(q")l  him  comforta- 
ble; but  little  sympathetic  fever  or  pain  ;  some  starling  of  the  limb  while 
asleep;  not  much  swelling  of  the  limb.  Ordered  the  limb  to  be  kept 
wet  with  sj):rit  and  water,  and  a  cathartic  of  sal.  epsom.  To  continue 
anodynes  j^ro  re  nata. 
6 
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July  '3d.  Dressed  the  limb.  Tlie  upper  part  of  the  wound  had  healed 
by  the  first  intention,  to  the  extent  of  two  inches;  the  lower  portion  sup- 
purates profusely.  Wound  looks  well;  not  much  swelling  ;  lower  portion 
of  tibia  disposed  to  protrude  when  the  dressings  are  removed,  lie-ap- 
plied the  saine  kind  of  dressing,  except  tlie  adhesive  plaster,  for  which 
the  basilicon  oinlnient  and  lint  were  used.  Constitutional  symptoms  not 
severe ;  is  disposed  to  delirium  when  not  under  the  influence  of  opium  ; 
but  little  fever.  Low  diet,  with  cooling  laxatives.  As  I  lived  some  dis- 
tance from  my  patient,  1  could  not  see  him  as  often  as  was  necessary  to 
dress  the  limb.  The  patient's  wife  was  therefore  instructed  to  dress  it 
daily,  with  as  little  disturbance  as  possible,  by  loosening  the  splints  and 
removing  two  or  three  strips  of  the  bandage. 

On  the  11th  1  again  saw  him  ;  found  that  he  had  been  very  restless,  with 
delirium,  and  had  kicked  his  leg  about  and  tried  to  get  up,  saying  it  was 
well.  He  had  but  little  fever;  his  pulse  were  weak  and  the  skin  pale, 
with  a  sunken  countenance,  and  that  wild  expression  of  the  eye  so  pecu- 
liar in  delirium  tremens.  On  examining  the  limb,  found  the  bone  pro- 
trudino-  two  inches  ;  retraction  of  the  foot ;  the  end  of  the  bone  was  de- 
nuded  of  its  periosteum,  was  dry,  and  the  point  irregular.  From  these 
circumstances,  and  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  bone  reduced,  I  determined 
to  saw  off  a  portion  of  it,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch,  which  was  easily  ac- 
complished by  passing  a  strip  of  cloth  over  the  end  of  the  bone  as  a  re- 
tractor, while  one  assistant  held  the  end  of  the  bone  with  a  strong  pair  of 
forceps,  and  anotlier  the  upper  portion  by  grasping  the  leg  tightly  a  little 
below  the  knee-joint.  The  bone  was  quickly  removed  with  the  ampu- 
tating saw,  with  very  little  pain  or  irritation  to  the  patient.  The  leg  was 
now  straightened,  and  the  end  of  the  bone  was  easily  covered  by  the  soft 
parts.  Basilicon  ointment  and  lint  applied  over  the  wound.  The  ban- 
dage of  strips  was  put  on,  and  the  same  splints  as  tightly  applied  as  was 
necessary  to  keep  the  bone  from  getting  displaced.  The  patient  was  or- 
dered a  liberal  diet,  with  a  moderate  use  of  whiskey  (his  accustomed 
beverage),  and  opium  in  sufficient  quantities  to  allay  pain  and  quiet  irrita- 
tion ;  and  as  the  weather  was  excessively  hot,  and  the  flies  were  trouble- 
some, to  prevent  their  larva?  from  getting  under  the  dressings,  currier's  oil 
and  spirits  of  turpentine  were  applied  to  a  cloth  which  was  spread  over 
the  limb,  which  I  found  effectually  prevented  the  development  of  these 
troublesome  insects. 

]9th.  Visited  him  again  ;  found  a  great  improvement  in  his  general  ap- 
pearance. Has  not  been  delirious  since  last  visit ;  ap[)etite  good  ;  pulse 
stronger ;  sleeps  well  nights  ;  suffers  but  little  pain ;  has  reduced  the 
quantity  of  opium  one  half;  wound  healing  fast;  suppuration  diminishing 
in  quantity  ;  swelling  in  the  limb  is  subsiding.     Apply  same  dressings. 

30th.  Patient  doing  well  ;  wound  contracting,  and  nearly  filled  with 
healthy  granulations  ;  fibula  has  united  ;  the  limb  retains  its  shape  when 
the  dressings  are  off.     Same  dressings  applied  ;  opium  discontinued. 

August  7th.  Patient  doing  well;  but  little  suppuration;  begins  to  sit 
up  some;  sleeps  well,  and  has  a  voracious  appetite. 

16th.  Is  able  to  go  out  upon  crutches,  with  the  leg  tightly  done  up. 

September  20th.  Wound  nearly  healed,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
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orificf,  which  discharjj^os  a  very  liltl(^  pus  ;  union  of  tibia  fjiii((3  firm  ;  can 
boar  his  weight  on  it,  yet  docs  not  attempt  to  walk  ;  his  ^oneral  hcahii  is 
good.  About  the  first  of  ]Noveml)er  lie  be;^an  to  walk  upon  his  limb,  and 
has  continued  well  ever  since.  He  is  a  poor  man  and  labors  hard,  and 
since  llu^  accident  has  obtained  as  hi'^h  wa«;('s  as  before.  The  limb  is  one 
inch  and  a  hall  shorter  than  the  other.  Som(;  sli<iht  exfoliations  look 
l)lace  th(^  first  year  after  the  injury,  but  his  le;^^  at  this  time  is  sound  ;  and 
with  the  e\cej)tion  of  the  shortenini;,  is  as  serviceable  as  the  oth(T. 

('ask  II.  Compnund  Frncture  of  the  fjcg — Care. — On  the4th  of  -luly, 
1.^:39,1  was  called  to  see  Wm.  Smith,  an  intemperate  man,  ;ct.  about  50, 
who  hiid  falliMi  fiom  the  staging  of  a  building  upon  which  he  was  at  work, 
and  fractured  his  leg.  1  saw  him  within  two  hours  after  the  accident ; 
I'ound  both  bones  broken — tibia  about  two  inches  above  the  ankle-joint, 
fihida  about  four;  the  end  of  the  tibia  protruded  through  a  laceration  on 
the  inside  of  the  leg.  The  laceration  was  four  inches  in  length,  and 
parallel  with  the  bone.  The  end  of  the  bone  which  pi'otruded  was 
transverse  on  the  inside,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  diameter  of  the  bone 
on  the  outsider,  or  next  the  fibula,  was  detached  and  had  fallen  out.  The 
fractured  end  of  the  fibula  was  transverse,  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained. 
The  periosteum  was  detached  from  the  extreme  end  of  the  protruded 
bone,  to  the  extent  of  ])erhaps  one  fourth  of  an  inch.  I  removed  one 
small  spicula  of  bone,  which  was  loose,  from  the  wound.  There  was  no 
dirt  or  foreign  bodies  in  the  wound,  and  but  little  hemorrhage.  The  limb 
was  a  little  retracted,  and  the  foot  everted.  After  clearing  tlie  wound  of 
coagula,  the  bones  were  placed  in  apposition,  and  the  wound  brought  ac- 
curately together  with  narrow  strips  of  adhesive  plaster.  Scultetus's 
bandage  was  next  applied.  Two  splints,  well  padded,  were  placed  upon 
each  side  of  the  limb,  which  reached  above  the  knee  and  below  the  ankle; 
another  thin,  narrow  splint  was  laid  along  the  top  of  the  leg,  the  whole 
secured  by  strong  tapes,  and  the  leg  extended  upon  a  pillow.  An  ano- 
dyne of  sulphate  of  morphia  was  administered. 

5th.  Visited  him,  and  found  he  had  rested  tolerably  through  the  night 
and  was  fi"ee  from  fever.  The  man  being  poor,  it  was  thought  best  to  re- 
move him  to  the  County  Alms  House,  and  accordingly  he  was  placed 
upon  a  bed  in  a  sleigh,  and  drove  the  team  himself,  sitting  in  a  reclin- 
ing position,  the  distance  of  about  one  mile.  I  assisted  in  getting  him 
into  his  room  up  stairs,  examined  his  leg  to  see  that  the  dressings  were 
not  deranged,  placed  the  limb  upon  a  pillow,  and  from  that  lime  expected 
my  services  would  cease,  as  1  was  not  the  attending  physician  at  the 
Alms  House. 

I  heard  no  more  of  the  case  until  the  13th  of  July,  when  one  of  the 
Superintendents  called  upon  me,  and  requested  my  attendance  at  the 
Alms  House  that  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  aniputating,  or  to  assist  in 
amputating,  the  patient's  leg.  On  my  arrival  there  I  found  a  number  of 
medical  gentlemen  present,  who  on  examining  the  limb  differed  in  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  amputation.  The  physicians  of  the  House  were 
of  opinion  that  from  the  age  and  habits  of  the  patient,  the  state  of  the 
weather,  and  apprehensions  of  fever,  amputation  was  necessary  to  save 
his  life.     The  limb  at  this  time  was  in  the  followinoj  condition.     The  leg 
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lay  over  llie  double  inclined  plane,  witli  the  botie  protrudini^  lliroui^li  the 
wound  ;  the  bone  was  dark  and  dry  to  the  extent  of  an  ineli  or  more  ; 
the  wound  gaped  iVoni  the  swelling  of  the  liuib,  which  was  highly  in- 
flamed nearly  to  the  knee  ;  son)e  healthy  granulalions  (illt-d  the  upper 
part  of  the  wound,  and  covered  the  bone  to  some  extent ;  pus  of  a  heulihy 
character  issued  from  beneath  the  bone.  The  foot  was  everted  and  fallen 
over,  and  there  was  considerable  shortening  arid  retraction  of  the  leg. 
The  constitution  sympathized  but  little  with  the  local  difficulty.  No  fe- 
ver, appetite  good,  bowels  regular,  strength  good.  He  suffered  a  great 
deal  of  pain  in  the  leg,  especially  when  it  was  moved  or  a  jar  communi- 
cated to  the  bed.  Three  of  the  surgeons  in  consultation  were  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  amputate,  as  there  were  neither  local 
nor  constitutional  symptoms  demanding  it  ;  that  an  effort  should  be  made 
to  save  the  limb,  and  for  that  purpose  the  piece  of  bone  which  protruded 
should  be  removed  with  the  saw,  and  the  bones  reduced  and  kept  so  until 
union  had  taken  place. 

As  the  consultation  could  not  agree  upon  any  course  of  treatment,  the 
medical  gentlemen  retired,  and  the  two  physicians  of  the  Alms  House 
continued  to  attend  upon  the  patient  from  day  to  day,  until  the  23d  of 
July,  ten  days  after  the  consultation,  when  the  Superintendents  of  the 
poor  gave  the  patient  liberty  to  choose  his  surgeon,  or  surgeons,  and  they 
should  be  employed  to  attend  him.  On  that  day  I  received  a  summons 
to  attend  upon  the  patient,  and  do  whatever  the  case  required.  Accord- 
ingly I  visited  the  Alms  House,  and  found  the  patient  in  nearly  the  same 
state  as  at  the  coiisultation.  Tlie  foot  was,  perhaps,  a  little  more  dis- 
placed, and  the  protruding  bone  more  dark  ;  the  wound  had  healed  more 
at  the  upper  part,  and  the  constitutional  symptoms  were  not  bad.  With 
the  exception  of  pain  in  the  wound,  he  complained  but  little.  The 
swollen  and  inflamed  condition  of  the  limb  rendered  reduction  of  the  bone 
impracticable  ;  and  as  it  was  dead,  and  that  portion  could  be  easily  re- 
moved by  the  saw,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Joel  R.  Carpenter,  of 
Homer,  a  retractor  was  placed  beneath  the  bone  ;  an  assistant  then  grasped 
the  point  of  it  with  a  strong  pair  of  lithotomy  forceps  and  held  it  firm, 
another  assistant  held  the  leg  firmly  below  the  knee,  while  I  quickly  re- 
moved about  an  inch  of  the  bone  with  the  amputating  saw,  including  all, 
as  near  as  I  could  judge,  that  had  lost  its  vitality. 

Very  little  pain  was  experienced  from  the  operation  ;  the  limb  was 
placed  in  an  easy  position,  and  the  dressing  deferred  until  a  suitable  appa- 
ratus could  be  prepared.  On  the  24il),  D^-.  Aslibel  Patterson,  of  Homer, 
met  me  at  the  Alms  House,  to  assist  in  dressing  the  leg.  After  clearing 
the  wound  of  pus  and  the  larvae  of  flies,  who  had  insinuated  themselves 
in  great  numbers  behind  the  bone,  we  placed  the  bones  in  apposition  with- 
out any  difficulty,  brought  the  foot  back  to  its  relative  situation,  and  the 
bones  in  a  line  with  each  other;  a  roller  was  applied  to  the  foot  and 
ankle  as  high  as  the  wound,  then  lint  spread  with  basilicon  ointment  to 
the  wound,  and  over  that  Scultetus's  bandage,  the  strips  of  which  could 
be  easily  withdrawn  ;  next  a  carved  splint  to  fit  the  outside  of  the  foot 
and  leg,  reaching  as  high  as  the  knee-joint,  and  well  padded  ;  another 
straight  splint,  cut  away  at  tlie  part  where  it  passed  over  the  wound,  and 
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by  wliinli  it  could  be  ex;imiiiiMl  wllhoiit  roinovIiiL;  it.  Tbf.'so  spbnts  were 
fastcMunl  to  tbo  foot,  ankle,  and  near  tlic  knee,  by  broad  strips  of  clolb, 
in  sueli  a  manner  as  to  produce  but  lillle  constriction  or  swellin;^.  By 
tliis  kind  of  dressini;,  ibe  wound  could  be;  easily  examined  and  cleansed 
wlilit)iit  derail L;inL!;  the  splints  or  fractured  ends  of  tlie  bones.  From  liiis 
time  the  wound  was  dressed  daily,  and  it  continued  to  heal  without  inter- 
ruption. The  patient  expressed  himself  much  relieved.  No  constitu- 
tional disturbance  arose  to  interrupt  the  cure.  The  fibula  united  in  about 
30  days,  so  th;U  the  limb  would  preserve  its  forin  when  the  splints  were 
removed  :  but  the  tibia  was  a  lonsi;  time  in  unitin^:.  Some  time  in  the 
month  of  November  following,  the  bones  bad  so  far  united,  and  the  sore 
so  much  healed,  thnt  the  patient  left  bis  bed  and  went  upon  crutches.  He 
staid  at  the  Alms  House  diu'ing  the  winter,  in)i)rovini;,  and  the  next  spiing 
some  exfoliation  took  place  and  tbe  bone  discharged.  After  this  the  leg 
healed,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  small  sinuses  which  barely  ad- 
mitted the  point  of  a  |)robe.  In  about  a  year  from  the  time  of  the  injury, 
bis  leg  was  so  strong  as  to  enable  him  to  walk  u[)on  it,  and  it  continued 
improving  in  strength  so  that  he  could  do  a  good  day's  work  upon  it  and 
travel  with  ease.  It  is,  of  course,  an  inch  or  more  less  in  lengtli  tban  the 
other. 

The  strong  points  of  interest  in  tliis  case,  are — Were  tbe  symptoms,  at 
tbe  time  of  consultation,  such  as  to  justify  a  resort  to  amputation?  If 
not,  then  what  course  should  have  been  adopted  ?  Was  not  the  removal 
of  the  dead  portion  of  bone  indicated  to  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the 
fracture  and  progress  of  the  cure?  Was  it  contraiy  to  established  autho- 
rity? Would  it  have  been  better  and  more  judicious  practice  to  have 
allowed  the  bone  to  remain  protruding  until  exfoliation  had  taken  place, 
bi^fore  an  attempt  was  made  to  replace  it?  Was  it  not  important  that 
the  fibula  was  kept  in  place  until  union  of  that  bone  bad  taken  place  ? 
Could  the  fibula  unite  properly  with  the  limb  thus  distorted  ?  These  are 
questions  which  1  submit  to  the  profession,  without  any  comments  of  my 
own.  A.  B.  Shipman,  ^LD.,  President  of 

CortJanchille,  N.  Y.,Aug.  17,  1841.  the  Cortland  Med.  Soc, 


DR.  CARPENTERS   PHYSIOLOGY   VERSUS   REVELATION. 

fComrnunicated    for    the  Boston  Medical    and    Surgical    Journal. 1 

It  is   my  present  purpose   to  show  that  Dr.  Carpenter  (whom  I  have 
identified  as  the  author  of  the  pretended  review  of  my   "  Commentaries ' 
in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review),  and  the  school  that  maintain 
the  existence  of  the  vital  properties  in  the   elements  of  matter,  are  neces- 
sarilv  in  conflict  with  Revelation,  as  with  the  highest  dictates  of  reason. 

"  The  doctrine,"  says  my  reviewer,  "  which  Dr.  Carpenter  has  pro- 
pounded respecting  vital  properties,  and  which  is  essentially  the  same  as 
that  upheld  by  Dr.  Prichard,  Dr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  Roberton,  and  other  able 
writers  upon  the  same  side,  may  be  concisely  stated  as  follows: — Certain 
forms  of  matter,  especially  oxygen,  hydrogen,  carbon  and  nitrogen,  are 
endowed  with  properties  which  do  not  manifest  themselves  either  in  these 
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elements  when  uncombined,  or  in  those  combinations  of  them  which  the 
chemist  effects  by  ordinary  means.  But  they  do  manifest  themselves 
when  tfiey  are  united  into  those  peculiar  compounds  which  are  known  as 
organic,  and  when  these  compounds  liave  b(?en  subiriilted  to  \\\v.  j)rocess 
which  is  termed  ort^aiiizatio:!.  We  asskiit,  then,  that  ihe  very  act  of  or- 
ganization causes  the  materials  acted  on  to  exhibit  properties  quite  distinct 
from  those  ordinarily  termed  physical  and  chemical,  which  properties  can- 
not be  caused  to  manifest  themselves  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  series 
of  operations  just  described.  No  one  can  say  that  the  propertie<i(lo  not 
exist  in  a  dormant  state  because  they  do  not  manifest  themselves  to  him." 
"  We  argue  tliat  they  [the  vital  properties]  were  as  much  present  in  the 
elements  as  a)iy  of  their  other  properties,  which  only  exhibit  themselves 
in  certain  conditions." — (Review,  April,  1841,  jjp.  389,  390. — My 
Italics,  throu<(hout.) 

And  thus  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  his  '•  Princi[)les  of  General  and  Compa- 
rative Piiysiology,"   who  must  abide  his  own  principle  of  analogy. 

"  It  cannot,  then,  be  logically  correct,  to  speak  of  vital  properties  as 
superadded  to  organized  matter,  although  an  apparent  analogy  has  been 
drawn  from  physical  science  in  suj)port  of  tlie  assumption."  "  If  an 
analogy  exist  between  the  two  processes,  which  can  scarcely  be  denied, 
it  leads  us  to  the  belief,  that  just  as  the  magnetic  powers  are  develop- 
ed in  IRON,  when  the  metallic  mass  is  placed  in  a  condition  to  manifest 
them,  so  the  very  act  of  organization  develops  vital  powers  in  the 
tissues  which  it  constructs  [!!J  For  no  one  can  assert  that  there  does 
not  exist  in  every  uncombined  particle  of  matter,  which  is  capable  of  be- 
ing assimilated,  the  ability  to  exhibit  vital  actions,  when  placed  in  the 
requisite  conditions." — (  Carp.  Princip.,p.  137. — 1839).  The  reviewer 
has  the  same  parallel.     Is  there  the  most  remote  "  analogy  "  ? 

There  occur  in  my  late  '•'  Examination  "  of  the  foregoing  review 
the  following  extracts  and  remarks. 

"' But,  we  take  this  opportunity,"'  says  the  reviewer,  "' of  stating 
that  our  belief  in  the  general  proposition,  that  '  plants  or  animals  of  a 
high  degree  of  organization  are  capable  of  producing  from  various  parts 
of  their  tissues  beings  corresponding  to  those  of  the  inferior  orders  of  their 
kingdoms,'  has  recently  been  much  strengthened  by  additional  evidence.'  " 
— (Rev.,  p.  393.)     What  is  the  evidence? — See  Comm.,  Vol.  2,  p.  130. 

"  Dr.  Carpenter  is  of  the  same  opinion.     Thus  : — 

"  '  It  appears  very  difficult,  and  indeed  almost  inqiossible,  without  some 
admission  of  this  kind,  to  account  for  the  production  of  parasitic  plants 
and  animals  in  the  interior  of  others.  That  their  germs  have  been  con- 
veyed from  without  into  the  situations  where  they  are  developed,  must  be 
held  as  a  very  forced  supposition,'  he. — (Carp.  Princip.,  p.  395. J 

"  Suppose  it  so; — is  not  the  organization  of  the  parasite  as  absolutely 
specif  c  as  that  of  the  more  complete  animal — it  may  be  beast,  it  may  be 
man  ?  Where,  then,  must  this  doctrine  conduct  our  philosophers  ?  Pro- 
fessions, in  such  a  case,  are  nothing ;  and  they  are  nothing  when  God  is 
confounded  with  nature.— ^(See  Exam.,  p.  10.)  We  nmst  look  at  the 
meyitable  consequence  of  the  principle;  whilst  Dr.  Carpenter  and  the 
reviewer  have  also  laid  the  broad  foundation,  that  all  the  vital  properties 
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there  iita?,  exist  in  the  elements  of  matt(.'r,  and  lh(;  former  goes  so  far  as 
to  say  that — '  JTc  inai/  Ulicvc  thai  (here  c lists  in  nil  maticT  a  tcnfUmaj  to 
become  onranizvd'  ( (Mtp.  I'rin(;ii).,  \).  ^iiM),  and  that  the  elements  may 
be  onj^anized  bij  the  hand  of  man^  ! — (Kiam.,  p.  40.)  Compare 
with  Tiedcnunnrs  doctrine  in  Comm.,  Vol.2,  p.  124/' — ( Eiamination^ 
&:c.,  }).  '{'].) 

Douhtlcss,  many  will  consider  my  ])roposilion  already  made  out ;  but 
there  is  yet  remaining  another  and  conclusive  demonslration.  It  is  admitted, 
by  our  premises,  that  there  is  nothing  to  show  the  existence  of  vital  proper- 
lies  in  tlie  elements  of  matter,  and  that  they  are  only  manifested  when  the 
elements  become  organized.  The  riL,dit  is  assumed,  however,  of  maintaining 
that  they  do  so  exist,  and  that  it  will  not  be  surrendered  till  its  opponents 
prove  the  self-evident  absurdity.  This  postulate,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  first 
place,  is  subversive  of  all  philosophy,  and  that  La  Place,  with  a  far 
greater  show  of  reason,  insisted  that  the  nebular  state  of  the  universe, 
which  he  supposes  (Exposition  du  Systcme  du  Monde,  I.  5me,  c.  6),  had 
the  fundamental  requisite  for  the  Platonic  doctrine  of  creation, — that  is  to 
say,  a  rotation  upon  its  axis,  and  thus  carried  out  a  fascinating  system 
which  lays  the  foundation  of  the  universe  in  the  principle  of  spontaneity. 
La  Place  thus  saw  the  necessity  of  avowing  atheism,  which  he  did  with- 
out subterfuge,  and  with  a  manly  responsibility.  We  need  not,  therefore, 
controvert  his  nebular  doctrine.  Our  next  step  is  the  admitted  fact  that 
the  phenomena  of  the  vital  properties  are  sui  generis — that  they  are  not 
manifested  by  inorganic  matter,  but  are  peculiar  to  organic.  According 
to  our  opponents,  however,  this  constituted  no  proof  of  the  non-existence 
of  the  vital  properties  in  the  elements  of  matter,  and  they  therefore  rest 
upon  the  assumption  of  such  existence. 

But  the  manifestations  of  the  soid  are  not  more  peculiar  to  man  than 
the  phenomena  of  organic  life,  and  it  follows  from  our  premises,  by  irre- 
sistible analogy,  that  the  soul  must,  equally  with  the  vital  properties,  exist 
in  the  elements  of  matter,  and  like  those  properties  undergoes  development 
by  the  organization  of  the  elements  ;  and  that  our  opponents,  upon  their 
own  ground,  must  assume  this  as  fact  till  it  can  be  otherwise  demonstrated, 
and  by  the  same  process  of  inductive  philosophy  which  they  require  as  to 
the  non-existence  of  the  vital  properties  in  the  elements  of  matter.  We 
thus  arrive  at  a  proof  which  no  sophistry  can  invalidate,  that  the  Edinburgh 
Journal  was  sound  in  Its  conclusion,  that  Dr.  Carpenter  has  inculcated  in 
his  "Principles"  the  doctrines  of  infidelity. — (See  Edinburgh  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  Jan.,  1840.)     And  so,  exactly,  of  my  reviewer. 

And  again.  Dr.  Carpenter,  and  my  reviewer,  maintain  that  when  man 
dies  and  is  resolved  into  the  elements  of  matter,  his  vital  properties  con- 
tinue to  exist  in  those  elements ;  and  that  when  these  elements  become  a 
part  of  the  organization  of  inferior  animals  or  of  plants,  his  vital  properties 
share  the  same  destiny.  It  follows,  therefore,  tliat  the  soul  must  observe 
the  same  rule  of  construction — appearing  under  the  manifestations  of  in- 
stinct in  animals,  and  in  plants  according  to  the  nature  of  their  or- 
ganization. 

On  the  contrary,  those,  who  entertain  the  belief  of  a  Creative  Power, 
and  of  the  immateriality  and  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  that  it  was  su- 
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peradiled  to  man  after  the  creation  of  liis  ori^anized  structure,  as  set  forth 
in  llevelation,  by  assuniiii;^  the  truth  of  this  proposition,  will   (iucl   in   the 
forej^oiui^  argument  a  full  demonstration  that  the  vital  properties  must  have 
been  equally  superadded  as  a  distinct  creation  ;  since  the  njanilestations 
of  the  properties  of  life  are  not  less   various,  remarkable,  and    peculiar   to 
oriianic  beiuiis  than   those  of  the  soul.     Tht;   an;il()"y  is   as   <roo(l   in   one 
case  as  in  the  other,  and  is  confirmed    by  all   the  evidences  of  nature.     It 
is  a  species  of  analogy,  too,  rather  more   to   the    purposes  of  philosophy 
than   that   which    Dr.   Carpenter   assumes   between    the   development  of 
''  magnetic  powers  "  by  placing  a  bar  of  iron  in  an  erect  position,  and  the 
development  of  "  vital  properties  "    by  the  conversion  of  the  elements  of 
matter  into  organized  tissues   (so  replete  with   the   highest  evidences  of 
design),  and   then   extorting  from  this  extraordinary  assumption    the  con- 
clusion, that  the  "  vital  properties  "  like  the   "  magnetic  powers  "  exist  in 
the  elements  of  matter.     Our  author  cannot,  at  best,  escape  from  his  own 
logic  ;  and  the  proof,  upon  his  own  ground  of  a  coincident  analogy,  must 
be  valid,  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  strength  of  the  analogy.     The  re- 
viewer has  exactly  the  same  argument  as  to  the  "  magnetic  powers,"  and 
therefore  falls  under  the  same  category. 

Dr.  Carpenter,  in  his  defence  of  himself  against  the  "  charges"  of  the 
Edinburgh  Journal,  quotes  the  opinions  of  his  own  school  to  justify  his 
doctrines.  But,  why  not  defend  them  himself?  Why  this  habitual  de- 
pendence upon  others?  Why  not  take  the  natural  course  of  the  present 
writer  ?  Those  are  questions,  too,  on  which  something  more  than  the  au- 
thority of  opinion  is  wanted  ;  nor  will  Dr.  Carpenter  longer  contend 
"that  to  none  of  their  arguments  has  any  formal  reply  been  made."  Our 
author  says  farther,  also,  "  it  will  be  easy  for  me,  should  they  [the 
charges]  ever  be  repeated,  to  bring  forward  a  body  of  testimony,  which, 
with  those  unaccustomed  to  inquiries  of  this  kind,  will  weigh  more  than 
argument." — (See  British  and  Foreign  Med.  Rev.  April,  1840.)  Of 
course,  our  author  will  now  "  bring  forward  the  body  of  testimony  "  ;  but 
since  it  is  not  to  possess  the  merit  of  '*'  argument,"  it  may  be  expected 
that  it  will  not  be  a  reiteration  of  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Prichard,  Dr. 
Fletcher,  and  Mr.  Roberton,  which  have  been  already  produced  by  Dr. 
Carpenter  in  his  "  Defence,"  in  his  "  Principles,"  and  in  his  review  of 
my  "  Commentaries." 

The  late  unexampled  misrepresentation  and  injustice  with  which  I  have 
been  treated  by  the  British  and  Foreign,  and  Medico-Chirurgical  Reviews, 
and  which  I  have  exposed  in  a  pamphlet  rather  than  to  avail  myself  of 
the  courtesy  of  the  American  medical  press,  appear  to  my  mind  to  justify 
the  addition  to  this  communication  of  a  few  extracts  from  my  "  Com- 
mentaries," touching  the  utterly  unfounded  charge  of  a  disbelief  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  preferred,  apparently,  by  the  junior  editor  of  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  and  wdiose  very  mode  of  misrepresenting  my 
faith  upon  this  question  convicts  him  of  the  alleged  infidelity,  as  it  does 
of  the  most  unaccountable  disre":ard  of  truth.  And  yet  I  would  not  that 
this  statement  should  imply  that  1  am  annoyed,  since  it  is  made  as  an  in- 
evitable dictate  of  truth,  and  for  the  purpose  of  its  advancement.  I 
would,  also,  farther  premise,  that  no  little  part  of  my  Essay  on  the  Vital 
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Powers  is  dcvolt'd  to  a  proof  of  llio  inunaieria/iiy  and  inimortaJity  of  tlie 
soul,  as  comiL'clcd  with  my  dcMioiisliation  of  the  s|)L'i;i(if.  existence*  of  tlic 
vital  principle.  An  cxcniplilicalion  of  this  fuel  is  exlii!)ile(l  in  my  "  Ex- 
amination," &:,(!.,  and  I  shall  now  snhjoin  :m  exinnple  which  illustrates 
ihe  whole  ohjcct  of  my  "  Appendix  on  Sponinncons  (icncralion,"  as  it 
does  ol  tlui  leli^ious  lone  which  is  infused  into  the  whole  work.  I  have 
no  apprehension  iluit  Justice;  will  not  uhiniaicl}'  come,  ;ind  in  all  tin.'  meas- 
ure that  I  can  desire  from  my  colemporaries  ;  hut  I  an),  nevertheless, 
disposed  to  anticipate  the  slow  march  ol'lruth,  and  to  lest,  upon  the  fore- 
<];oinL;  (juestion  at  least,  and  on  my  own  nutive  soil,  a  piinciplc  which  has 
been  attributed  to  man  al  all  ai];es  as  a  proof  of  his  nioial  ohlicjuity. 

Flavin*,^  _ii;one  over,  in  my  "  Appendix  on  Spontaneous  Generation,'' 
with  my  physioloi^dcal  evidence  a^^ainst  this  doctrine,  and  that  o(  material' 
ism,  [  have  many  remarks  of  the  Ibllowing  import. 

"The  manii'estations  of  mind,  hy  admission,  appertain  to  the  brain,  nor 
can  any  other  ()art  of  the  body  produce  a  single  act  of  intellection.  But, 
the  brain  enjoys,  also,  in  the  hii^hest  degree,  the  powers  and  functions 
that  belonfr  to  other  comj)lex  organs, — has  its  circulation,  nutrition,  secre- 
tion, and  presides,  more  or  less,  over  the  organic  functions  of  other  viscera. 
All  these  are  manifestly  organic  functions,  which  have  their  analoi^i(!S  in 
various  other  parts.  There  is  something,  however,  superadded  to  this 
organ,  to  which  there  is  nothing  analogous  in  the  rest  of  organized  mat- 
ter; whilst  all  other  organs  have  the  plainest  analogies  in  their  several 
functions.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  phenomena  of  mind  are  the  re- 
sult of  the  combined  action  of  this  something  (which  rational  philosophers 
call  the  soul)  and  the  mateiial  part.  The  same  arguments  which  are 
employed  in  another  place  (Essay  on  the  Vital  Powers)  to  show  that  the 
powers  of  life  are  sometimes,  and  not  a  mere  matter  of  fancy,  are  equally 
applicable  for  demonstrating  the  real  existence  of  the  soul  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  nothing;  and  we  think  the  proof  is  the  same,  and  as  pal- 
pable, in  one  case  as  in  the  other."  [It  will  be  seen  that  I  have  arrived  at 
the  same  result  in  this  article  by  a  new  process  of"  induction,  both  as  it  re- 
spects the  soul  and  the  vital  principle.  Othernew  methods  appear  in  my 
"  Examination,"  &ic.,  pp.  33,  39,  40.     Can  they  be  set  aside?] 

"  Although  we  are  disposed  to  give  a  liberal  construction  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  we  think  there  should  be  no  violation  of  any  direct  statements 
which  they  make,  however  they  may  appear  incapable  of  explanation,  or 
adverse  to  the  researches,  or  the  learning,  the  philosophy,  or  the  ambition 
of  man.  In  our  investigation  of  the  works  of  nature,  it  should  ever  be  a 
primary  object  to  render  our  discoveries  subservient  to  the  Revelation 
which  respects  creation,  and  the  extension  of  true  philosophy  will  surely 
follow.  And,  should  we  now  and  then  meet  with  a])parent  obscurities, 
they  should  be  rather  regarded  as  tending  to  establish  our  general  posi- 
tion, since  it  is  God  alone  who  is  the  Author  of  mysteries;  and  whenever 
they  have  been  clearly  expounded,  they  have  always  a[)peared  consistent 
with  whatever  had  been  known  of  His  Providence,  and  the  most  obvious 
import  of  Revelation.  '  It  is  the  glory  of  God,'  says  Bacon,  '  to  conceal 
a  thing,  and  the  glory  of  the  king  to  find  it  out.'  But,  above  all,  does  it 
behoove  the  geologist,  the  physician,  the  chemist,  and  all  others  who  are 
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employed  in  the  iiivestigcition  aiifl  interpretation  of  nature,  to  be  faithful 
tu  the  lofty  trust  uliicli  is  couiinitled  to  tlieir  cuje.  Tliey  should  he  cau- 
tious of  hreaking  up  the  threat  chain  of  creation,  and  of  reducing  the  noble 
parts  to  the  most  i^rnohle.  Least  of  all  can  any  philosophy  endure  which 
is  opposed  to  the  fundamental  acts  of  creation,  because  it  would  not  then 
be  l()unded  upon  nature.  Whoever,  therefore,  may  be  an  unl)t'liever, 
will  find  it  for  his  interest  as  a  [)hilosopher,  to  admit  the  Attributes  of 
a  Creative  Power.  We  are  fully  sensible,  however,  that,  in  the  ardor  to 
account  satisfactorily  for  anomalous  events,  we  may  unintentionally  mis- 
interpret the  established  order  of  nature,"  Sic. 

"  The  discussion  with  which  we  be<^an  this  Appendix  naturally  con- 
ducted us  to  that  of  •  materialism.'  The  subjects  being  intrinsically  of  a 
popular  nature,  we  may,  for  a  moment,  descend  from  the  altar  of  science 
and  approach  the  precincts  of  the  pulpit.  This  we  do  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  that  physiology  should  become  an  element  in  the  education  of 
clergymen.  The  enemy  of  religion,  or  the  well  meaning  but  mistaken 
cosmographer,  takes  advantage  of  your  want  of  familiarity  with  this  depart- 
ment of  knowledge.  They  tell  you  that  the  living  system  has  no  forces 
peculiar  to  itself,  and  that  it  is  wholly  amenable  to  such  as  rule  in  the  inor- 
ganic world  ;  and  they  conduct  you  at  last,  by  these  premises,  to  an  al- 
most irresistible  admission  that  living  beiiigs  may  be  created  by  their  pow- 
er. And  we  have  already  shown  you,  when  thus  prepared,  how  easy  a 
matter  it  is  to  spread  before  you,  without  greatly  shocking  the  religious 
sense,  a  plan  of  creation  which  ascribes  the  oiigin  of  animals  to  'sponta- 
neous generation,'  as  it  is  called  in  preference  to  '  chance.' 

"The  progress  towards  infidelity  is  always  slow, — at  least  apparently 
so  in  a  Christian  land  ;  and,  whenever  the  consummation  may  take  place, 
regard  for  reputation,  and  a  more  successful  propagation  of  the  doctrine, 
will  surround  it  w^ilh  reservations,  insinuating  analogies,  and  perhaps  with 
some  show^  of  religion,  either  for  the  affected  purpose  of  impartiality,  or  to 
furnish  a  loop-hole  of  retreat,  should  the  enemy  crowd  hard.  The  steps 
are  gradual  from  the  incipient  errors  in  natural  philosophy  to  a  disbelief  in 
the  Mosaic  record  of  creation.  When  we  have  ultimately  reached 
this  brink  of  the  precipice,  there  is  but  one  dreadful  plunge,  and  we  are 
then  in  the  vortex  of  atheism.  We  may  begin,  as  we  have  said,  with  a 
simple  denial  of  the  living  powers  of  organized  beings,  and  it  will  become, 
at  last,  an  easy  argument  upon  this,  and  analogous  premises,  that  the  Al- 
mighty had  but  very  little,  if  any  agency,  in  the  most  sublime  part  of  ex- 
istences. But,  when  you  shall  look  at  physiology  in  its  tiue  aspect,  you 
will  see  that  the  living,  organized  kingdoms  are  governed  by  laws  totally 
different  fiom  any  thing  that  is  known  of  the  inorganic.  Tliis  will  assure 
you  that  there  can  be  no  '  spontaneous  generation,' — that  the  forces  of 
physics  can  have  had  no  lot  in  tlie  creation  or  in  the  perpetuity  of  animals  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  their  work  to  lay  waste  the  whole  fabric  of  cre- 
ation. You  come,  then,  to  enjoy  the  undisturbed  conviction,  that  the 
creation  of  every  original  species  of  animals  was  a  special  act  of  God,  and 
that  they  are,  in  every  vital  sense,  contradistinguished  from  inorganic 
matter.  And  when  you  shall  have  thus  studied  nature  as  she  is,  you  will 
find  her  in  perfect  harmony  with  your  religious  impressions  ;  nor  can  she 
fail  to  exalt  your  religious  fervor. 
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''Let  pfiilosophi/  iiitcno^atc  n;itiir(!  lo  i(s  fullest  satiety,  under  the  di- 
rection ()(  its  lira\'i'ii-l)()rn  princijilcs  ;  but,  let  it  he  cousisicnl,  and  fuaiii- 
tain  its  (lii;iiily.  And  should  it  soujctiuies,  as  it  uiu->t  in  its  wide  lau'^e  of 
nature,  eonic  in  ronlacl  with  niiraeU's, — this  is  its  liiiiit.  contenled  that  it 
bet^ins  at  the  contiucs  of  cication  ;  yet,  still  may  it  stretch  into  th(;  re^^ions 
ol  et(Miuly, — past  and  to  comi:  ;  but  now  it  is  eni|)h)ycd  in  its  nobler 
work  oi  sa'Tilicm'4  its  relations  to  see(jnd  causes,  and  in  establishing 
relations  with  iIk?  1^'iusT  Cause  OF  Ali.."   (Cowim.,  Vol.  2,  pp.  I.'j-^ — 140.) 

Such,  then,  is  ;i  faither  exhibition  of  the  religious  doctrines  which 
it  has  been  one  objeel  of  my  "  Coinuientaries"  to  inculcate,  and  which 
pervade  the  work  on  Geoloiry,  announced  in  my  late  "  Examinalion." 

In  taking  my  leave,  at  least  for  the  piesent,  of  the  foregoing  re- 
viewers, Dr.  Carpenter  will  indulge  me  with  borrowing  a  sentiment 
from  his  Defence.     Thus  : — 

"  1  trust  that  I  have  now  sufficiently  vindicated  myself  from  the 
principal  charges  which  the  reviewer  lias  brought  against  me;  and 
that  1  have  proved  his  incompetency  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon 
the  merits  of  my  work.  JMore  than  this  it  is  not  my  desire  to  urge.  And 
I  shall  conclude  with  again  expressing  my  regret  at  the  necessity  I  have 
felt  to  make  animadversions  that  so  seriously  affect  the  character  of  a 
Journal  which  has  rendered  great  services  to  medical  science,  and  to 
which  the  profession  has  been  accustomed  to  look  up  with  respect."  (Dr. 
Carpenter.) 

If,  then,  the  Edinburgh  Journal  should  be  visited  by  the  retribution 
which  is  here  invoked,  for  the  just  exercise  of  its  high  prerogative,  what 
should  be  the  destiny  of  Journals  wdiich  have  endeavored,  by  an  unmiti- 
gated series  of  misrepresentations  in  relation  to  my  work,  to  impede  the 
march  of  those  principles  upon  which  the  Almighty  has  constituted  the 
order  of  nature,  and  upon  which  He  has  engrafted  the  highest  destinies  of 
man, —  and  especially  where  the  pages  of  one  have  been  also  shown  to  be 
encumbered  with  methodical  plagiarism,  alike  offensive  to  reason,  to  truth, 
and  morality. 

Being  disposed  to  abide  the  issue  of  the  deliberate  judgment  of  man- 
kind, I  shall  incorporate  the  foregoing  remarks  with  my  "Commentaries," 
along  with  my  "  Examination."  INTartyn  Paine,  M.D.  A.M., 

Prof,  of  the  Inst,  of  Med.  and  -Mat.  Med.  in  Univ.  of  N.  York. 

New  York,  August  9,  1841. 


DR.   INGALLS'S  LETTER  ON    YELLOW  FEVER. 

[Continued  rrom  page  64.] 

Any  purgative  compound  of  which  calomel  is  a  constituent,  administered 
on  the  first  intimation  of  the  approach  of  the  yellow  fever,  if  it  procure  a 
thorough  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  may,  in  many  instances,  like  other 
cathartics,  prove  prophylactic. 

Calomel  acts  on  the  system  primarily  through  the  medium  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  hollow  organs  and  skin,  and  possesses  the  proper- 
ties of  a  purgative,  a  sialagogue,  and  a  remedial  virtue  wdiich  may  become 
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raanifest  wlilioiit  causiiifr  any  percnptible  alteration  in  tlie  functions.  In 
whatever  mode  the  |)rej)arati()ns  of  (juicksilver  may  be  aciministered,  either 
by  rubbing  the  gums  with  calomel  ;  or  by  sprinkling  it  on  an  ulcerative 
sarface  ;  or  by  giving  it  in  repeated,  or  even  in  a  single,  cathartic  doses  ; 
or  by  inunction  of  the  unguentum  hydrariiyri  ;  or  by  the  apj)lication 
of  emplastrum  hydrargyri  ;  the  mercurial  action  may  be  diffused  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  the  mucous  and  cutaneous  tissues  ;  and, 
either  by  their  separate  or  conjoint  operation,  the  following  results  may 
ensue,  namely, — dejections  ;  salivation  ;  and  an  eflicient  and  sometimes 
a  curative  influence  on  the  constitution,  without  ilie  occurrence  of  any 
sensible  change  in  the  functions.  To  these  extraordinary  effects  if 
we  add  their  efficacy,  as  a  specific,  in  one  of  the  niost  loatlisome,  and, 
if  neglected,  destructive  maladies,  it  is  not  strange,  that  a  medicine  en- 
dowed with  such  various  and  active  propeities,  sliould  induce  practitioners 
to  consider  its  remedial  power  applicable  in  the  treatment  of  numerous 
diseases,  even  of  a  diversified  character.  The  position,  that  one  disease 
may  be  cured  by  the  substitution  of  another,*  and  therefore,  in  almost 
every  lesion  of  an  important  organ,  provided  a  salivation  be  once  estab- 
lished, a  cure  will  ensue,  has  had  no  inconsiderable  agency  in  bringing 
mercury  into  general  use.  From  its  known  activity,  calomel,  regardless 
of  its  liability  of  subjecting  the  whole  system  to  a  mercurial  action,  has 
been  employed  more  than  any  other  article  in  the  materia  medica,  in  pur- 
gative formuhe.  Thus,  under  whatever  form  j)reparations  of  quicksilver 
may  be  administered,  the  mucous  and  cutaneous  tissues,  througliout  their 
whole  extent,  are  subjected  to  the  mercurial  action  ;  and,  of  course,  the 
mucous  menibrane  of  the  pori  biliarii  will  partake  of  the  same  influence. 
In  1798,  calomel  was  given   with  very  great   freedom   as   an   evacuant ; 

*  This  posiHon,  so  far  as  sypliilis  is  concerned,  is  ail  jipproKimatii)!!  to  li(»iua'()|)atliy,  but  with  the 
•view  ot'ciiriui;  tills  (liscasf,  we  should  not  l)e  content  with  adiniiiisieiinj,'  niereiir\"  in  inllnitesiriial 
iioseji,  unless  we  shnuid  he  convineed,  as  honifco|ialhists  aver,  that  liv  attenuation  and  dilution  («) 
lhe\  acquire  a  stren^ih  eiiuai  to  those  which  are  eniploxed  by  alUropalhists.  It  is  csrablislud,  beyond 
all  controversy,  this  disease  is  radically  cured  by  adopting  the  ailteopailiic  course  of  remedies  ;  'and, 
if  the  same  result  be  attained  by  infiniiesiinally  small  doses,  it  will  be  a  mere  matter  of  indifference 
which  mode  of  treatment  we  inisjht  select. 

It  has  been  ascertained  in  ivvo  instances,  that  balsam  coi)aiva  and  cubebs  produced  symptoms, 
"  nearl\ ,"  resembling  those  of  the  disease  for  which  they  were  prescribed  ;  still,  I  believe,  that  these 
are  not  retneilies  allieopatliists  employ  under  similar  circumstances. 

It  would  be,  undoubtedly,  highly  judicious  to  administer  in  inlinitesimal  doses  the  therapeutic  agents 
possessing  deleterious  jiroperties  of  the  highest  grade. 

The  liomceo()ailiic  globules  possess  activity,  as  one  globule  of  nnx  vomica  was  given  after  long 
intervals  with  sensible  benefit-,  but  on  repeating  it  daily,  the  deleterious  property  of  the  narcotic 
soon  began  to  be  developed  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  suspend  its  use.  Again,  in  a 
case  of  dropsy  the  si\.teenth  part  of  a  globule  of  arsenic  was  prescribed,  to  be  taken  daily  ;  after  a  few 
doses,  absorption  ensued. 

It  seems  mistakes  may  be  made  in  the  selection  of  remedies,  which,  however,  would  be  of  no  con- 
seiiuence  if  the  globules  were  inno\ious.  The  lollowing  quotation  is  made  from  Hahnemann's  Orga- 
non  :— "  Subsetiuent  to  the  year  lyoi,  a  purple  miliary  fever  came  from  the  west  of  Europe,  which 
jth\sicians  confounded  with  scarlatina,  although  the  signs  of  these  two  affections  are  entirely  differ- 
ent, and  aconite  is  the  curative  and  i)reservative  remedy  of  the  first,  and  belladonna  of  the  second  ; 
while  the  former  always  assumes  the  epidemic  character,  the  fatter  is  mostly  sporadic."  It  seems, 
also,  homtcojiaihic  remedies  are  not  lound  against  every  disease,  for  he  adds  : — "  Of  late  years,  both 
these  two  affections  appear  to  have  been  combined  into  a  species  of  eruptive  tfever,  against  which 
neither  of  these  two  remedies  were  fomnl  perfectly  homceopaihic." 

It  is  proper  the  homceopaihic  mode  of  treating  disease  should  undergo  a  thorough  investigation  by  a 
committee,  and  the  result  of  their  deliberation  made  public.  Had  this  course  been  iiursued  with  the 
Thonisonian  practice,  it  would  have  been  of  great  service  to  the  community.  I  shall  continue  to  ex- 
amine into  the  merits  of  the  llahnemaiinic  practice,  as  1  have  already  done  with  regard  to  the 
Thonisonian. 

(a)  Hie  ag^endi  modus  vulgo  attenuatio  aut  dilutio,  rectius  explicatio  aut  extensio  virium  medica- 
rum  appellari  debet,  perinde  ac  caior  latens  e  corporibus  aut  terendo  excuditur  aut  quibusdam  mis- 
tuns  ckemicis  vigore  prius  incognito  erwmzjjY.— riiarmacopoBia  Horaceopathica,  Editit  F.  F.  Q,uin, 
M.D.,  Loud.  1834,  p.  2. 
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and  no  doubt,  so  far  as  its  ratliartif,  propfrty,  hy  nMiiovini;  from  the 
bowels  the  coHuvk's  as  fast  as  it  is  L^ciuMalcd,  ini;;iit  bu  altcudcd  with  ad- 
vantaij;^  ;  but  tliis  is  more  than  couiitcrbalanrcd  by  the  irritation  of  the 
iniuM*  nuMnbrano  of  the  di!;(\slivL'  tube  and  the  pori  biharii  that  will  follow. 
It  was  the  j)reval(MU  opinion,  that  in  the  acute  st;i;;e  of  all  inflammatory 
afiections,  the  irritation  aiisini;  from  llu^,  operation  of  ealomd  was  pcjrni- 
cious.  1  found  this  opinion  to  aeeord  with  my  (.'xpeiienee  in  the  cases 
of  yellow  fever  that  came  under  my  care.  Dr.  Wood,  in  the  United 
States  Dispensatory,  has  the  followin<^  remarks:  "  As  a  puri^ative,  calo- 
mel owes  its  chief  value  to  its  tendency  to  the  liver,  the  secretory 
funcl^ions  of  which  it  powerfully  stimulates.^^  \h)  moreover  remarks,  that 
"  it  is  peculiarly  useful  in  the  commencement  of  bilious  fevers."  It  would 
be  presumption  in  me  to  pretend  to  controvert  this  assertion,  as  the  posi- 
tion of  Dr.  Wood  afibrds  him  an  ample  opportunity  of  testing  the  merit 
of  every  article  employed  in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases.  In 
the  passive — or  chronic — stage,  indeed,  of  the  inflammation  of  the  tissues 
concerned  in  the  secretory  function  of  the  liver,  calomel  in  cathartic  doses 
is  of  very  great  utility  ;  in  Uiis  northern  climate,  one  portion  of  ten  grains 
alone  has  removed  the  hepatic  affliction,  and  restored  the  patient  to 
health.  IMay  not  the  relief  arising  from  evacuating  the  contents  of  the 
digestive  canal,  have  the  tendency  to  make  us  overlook  the  irritation 
which  calomel  may  produce,  when  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  hollow 
organs  is  in  a  state  of  inflammation  ? 

[To  be  continued.] 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL, 
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KEW  MEDICAL  DISPExNSARY  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

From  lime  in  lime  we  notice  very  interesling  descriplions  of  the  transac- 
tions in  this  newly  estabhshed  institution,  and  which  are  well  calculated 
lo  aiiract  ihe  aiteniion  of  the  profession.  It  has  been  a  mistaken  policy 
in  ihe  management  of  medical  schools  and  hospitals  in  the  United  States, 
to  keep  everyihincf  so  hermetically  excluded  from  the  public  eye,  that 
those  who  would  derive  essential  advantages  from  them,  stand  in  awe  of 
them,  as  though  Eleusinian  mysteries  were  practised  within  their  terrific 
precincts,  to  which  none  but  the  regularly  initiated  could  with  propriety 
be  admitted.  Such  institutions  have  too  often  not  been  open  to  the  whole 
mass  of  diseased  humanity  on  those  generous  terms  of  indiscriminate  phi- 
lanthropy which  their  object  ostensibly  indicates, — the  lame,  the  halt  and 
ihe  blind  being  only  admitted  lo  ihe  fountain  of  health  through  ihe  con- 
descending permission  of  an  annual  subscriber,  an  owner  of  shares  in  the 
capital  stock,  or  by  beseeching  the  grace  of  a  trustee;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently not  regarded  with  interest,  nor  ordinarily  sustained  by  kind 
and  proper  motives.  Wiihin  a  few  weeks  the  Dispensary  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  York  has  been  created,  and  the   welkin  rings  with  its 
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brilliant  achievements.  It  is  certain  that  the  true  principle  of  conducting 
a  charity  of  this  kind  has  at  length  been  discovered.  The  diseased  rnul- 
lituile  rush  to  its  porlaU — for  there  are  no  embarrassments  in  the  way. 
Each  case  is  examined,  and  all  the  relief  is  atforded  which  experience, 
the  art  of  surgery,  or  the  science  of  medicine,  can  afford.  Without  refer- 
ence to  their  place  of  abode,  or  their  condition  in  society,  those  who  seek 
relief  receive  immediate  attention.  While  the  new  Dispensary  is  thus 
conferring  direct  blessing,  without  an  expectation  of  fee  or  pecuniary  re- 
ward, it  tends  to  the  certain  individual  reputation  of  those  who  immediate- 
ly control  its  destiny. — W^ere  a  similar  institution  organized  in  Boston 
or  in  either  of  our  other  large  cities,  we  venture  to  assert  that  the  num- 
bers which  would  visit  it  would  at  once  convince  those  embarking  in  the 
benevolent  enterprise,  tliat  generosity  to  the  poor  is  a  positive  gain  to  the 
iriver. 


Board  of  Health  171  Neiv  Orleans. — A  short  time  since,  a  regularly- 
constituted  Board  of  Health  was  established  in  New  Orleans,  of  which 
Edw.  H.  Barton,  M.D.,  an  eminent  physician,  and  who  will  at  once  give 
character  to  the  Board,  has  been  elected  the  fir.^t  President.  Instead  of 
guessing,  as  heretofore,  at  the  mortality  of  that  city,  during  those  exciting 
periods  when  rumor  gives  death  the  reputation  of  wielding  that  instrument 
of  destruction,  the  yellow  fever,  with  fearful  enerii:y,  till  the  mercantile 
world  stands  in  awe  of  New  Orleans  as  the  grave  of  all  who  have  the  te- 
merity to  adventure  within  its  limits,  exact  statistical  returns  are  now  to 
be  made  by  every  practitioner,  and  each  day's  official  bulletin  will  relieve 
the  public  mind  at  a  distance.  If  it  should  ultimately  be  shown,  as  there 
is  some  reason  to  anticipate,  that  New  Orleans  is  not  that  awful  Golgotha 
it  has  the  unenviable  reputation" of  being,  a  new  impulse  will  be  given  to 
its  trade,  and  its  inhabitants  will  speedily  reap  the  benefits  accruing  from 
the  institution  of  a  well-conducted  health  police. 

The  last  public  statement  made  by  the  Board  respecting  the  yellow 
fever,  shows  it  to  be  on  the  increase. 


Progress  of  Epidemic  Animal  Magnetism. — Such  u^ere  the  symptoms, 
we  understand,  at  Portland,  the  other  day,  that  the  epidemic  must  be  rag- 
ing there  by  this  lime.  All  that  was  necessary  to  give  full  effect  to  ani- 
mal magnetism,  short  of  a  "  committee  of  investigation,"  was  near  at 
hand,  viz.  the  celebrated  Robert  H.  Collyer,  and  Fred,  the  paddy,  well 
disciplined  for  show.  Augusta,  Hallowell,  Gardiner,  and  in  fact  all  the 
principal  towns  in  Maine  whose  inhabitants  are  likely  to  pay  ninepence 
at  the  door,  mav  expect  a  visit  soon. — Boston  is  now  remarkably  quiet 
—  the  report  of  the  inunortal  associates  having  satisfied  the  knowing  ones 
that  there  is  a  vast  difference  betwixt  tweedle  dee  and  tweedle  dum. 


Medicinal  Springs  of  Virginia. — These  springs  are  undoubtedly  as 
remarkable  as  any  in  the  world  ;  yet  we  know  less  of  the  chemical  com- 
position of  their  waters,  than  we  do  of  those  resorted  to  by  invalids  on  the 
old  continents. — What  has  become  of  Prof  Rodgers,  of  William  and  Ma- 
ry's  College,  who  was  to  have  given  the  public  an  analysis  of  the  various 
springs  of  Virginia,  years  ago  ?  A  culpable  piece  of  management  seems 
to  have  been  practised  by  Prof  R.,  with  an  expectation,  probably,   of  giv- 
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ing  more  interest  to  a  certain  treatise  he  is  elaboralini^,  tlian  it  would  oth- 
erwise possess.  Tlw;  niarcli  of  science  (Icniaiwis  thai  he  sliould  at  once 
break  silence  on  this  subject,  even  il  il  does  aniicij)al(!  the  pages  of  a  new 
book'. 


Pro  stress  of  Dental  Science  in  America.  —  Under  iliis  hrad  a  writer  in 
the  London  L^ancel  speaks  very  favorably  of  the  praiseworihy  exertions 
recently  niach'  in  this  country  by  some  of  our  leading  surgeon-dentists.  It 
is  well  knouii  ihai  these  exertions  have  resiilied  in  the  organization  of  the 
"  Socicnv  of  Denial  Surgeons,"  and  the  commencement  of  the  "Journal  of 
Dental  Science,"  both  of  which  are  justly  extolled  by  the  writer  alluded  to. 

To  C()RURSPo.\nK.NTs. — A  Report  from  the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  and  other 
papers,  are  unavoidably  oiiiitted  this  week. 

Erratum. — In  last  week's  Journal,  page  G4,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Stone's  name  was 
erroneously  printed  "  Stow." 

Nniiibpr  of  deaths  in  Unston  for  the  weekending;  Sept.  4th,  58. — Males,  27;  FenitileH,  31.— Stillborn,  4. 
Orcoiisnniption,  J2 — dropsy,  1 — debility,  3 — droj)sy  on  the  brain,  1  —  bowel  co[nj)lHint,  6— HCiirlet 
fever,  2 — dysentery,  6— inlanlile,  2 — fits,  2— teething,  1— cronj),  3 — old  njre,  2 — cholera  infantum,  6 — 
canker  in  the  bowels,  2 — cholera  morbus,  1  —  inJlaniination  of  the  bowels,  1 — ty|thiis  fever,  1  — cramp 
in  the  stomach,  1— gangrene,  1— erysijielas,  1— intemperance,  I— disease  »)f  the  jieart,  1  — lung  fever,  1. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriber.  Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  will  receive  pupils  and  give 
personal  instruction  in  the  various  branches  of  medical  science.  He  will  devote  to  them  such  time 
and  afford  them  such  opportunities  and  facilities  for  study  and  ])ractice,  as  are  essentia]  for  a  thorough 
and  practical  medical  education.  The  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Hospital  will  be  constantly 
open  to  his  students,  and  clinical  instruction,  on  the  cases  as  they  occur,  will  be  given.  Abundant  fa- 
cilities for  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  of  materJa  medica  and  the  dispensing  of  medicines  will  be 
afforded. — For  terms,  and  more  particular  information,  application  can  be  made  at  the  Hospital  or  by 
letter.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

Chelsea,  September,  1841.  Sep. 8 — eoptf. 

UNIVERSITY   OF   THE   STATE   OF   NEW   YORK, 

COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS    IN    THE    CITY    OF    NEW    YORK. 
The  annual  course  of  Lectures  for  the  session  of  1841  and  42  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  1841,  and  continue  until  the  first  of  March,  1842. 

J.  Ai'ou.sTiNE  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology. 

Alex.  H.  Stevens,  M.D.,  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Joseph  Mather.  Smith,  M.L).,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

John  B.  Bkck,  M.D.,Prof.  ot  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Ton  key,  M.U.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.U.,  Prof,  of  General,  Special  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

WiLLARD  Parker,  iM.U.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of   Surirery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Chandler  R.  Gilman,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  ChildreiL 

James  Quackenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Matriculation  fee,  $5.  Fee  for  the  full  course  of  lectures,  $108.  Dissecting  and  Demonstration 
ticket,  $5.  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Good  board  may  be  procured  in  this  city  for  from  $2,50  to  $3,00 
per  week. 

N.  B. — A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  delivered  by  the  Faculty  during  the  month  of 
October,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday.  This  course  will  be  fi-ee  to  the  students  of  the  College. 
The  dissecting  rooms  will  be  opened  for  the  season  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

Ifeu)  York,  loth  June,  18H.  Je23— eptf 

ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  next  annual  session  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  1841,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks. 

Alden  March,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

James  M'Nalghton,  M.D.,  Prof.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
T.  Rr)MEYN  Beck,  M.l).,  Prof.  Materia  Medica. 
Ebenezer  Emmons,  M.U.,  Prof.  Obstetrics  and  Natural  History. 
Lewis  ('.  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof  Clu;mistry  and  Pharmacy. 
James  H.   Armsbv,  M.I>.,  Prof.  Anatomv. 
Thomas  Mi  n,  M.l)..  Prof.  Instiiutis  of  Medicine. 
Amos  Devn,  Es<i.,  Prof.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Fees  for  all  the  courses,  $70.    Graduation  fee,  $20.     Matriculation  fee,  $5.     Boarding  from  $2  to 
$3,50  per  week. 

ALDEN  MARCH,  M.D.,  President  o/Faculty. 
Aug.  11— 6 w  J.  H.  ARMSBV,  M.U.,  Registrar. 
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COLUMIUAN   COLLEGE,   DISTIilCT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

Tui  Lecturer  in  the  .Vle<lii->tl   l)ti|mrtiiieiit   of  thia  IitKtiiuiiuii  will   coiniueuce  uii  ihe  (Irei  Munday  ia 
Noveiiihcr,  niiiiuully,  uiul  cuittiiiue  iiiilil  llie  Ibl  ai  iMurch. 

Duria:^  liws  |icri(id,  lull  CdUi.^c;^  will  be  ilt^livereil  on  llie  variou>i  hruiicliet  ii{'  nietJiciiie  by 
Tiliiviis  Sksvvll,  M.l).,   I'roli-.saur  nl  I'mtioloj^y,  aiiiJ  tht;  l'rui;iic:e  ot  .Medicine, 
lliKVt:v   LiNUSLV,  .M.L>.,  Hroltssor  ol  Obatttnca,  aiul  the  iJi.seiiaed  ul'  VVoiueji  ttud  Cliililren. 
'I'liDUvs  Mii.LtH,  .M.L).,  I'mtt-a.-iur  o(  .\iiatoiiiy  mid  l'li)sioloi{y. 
JiJtiN   .VI.    Taovivs, -M.l).,  I'rol'eaaor  of  .M>»teria  Meiiica  and  TberHpeutics. 
J.  FitKDtiRicK  M\Y,  >I.1>.,  I'rolessur  of  cjurgery  ;  late  I'rol'esfior  ofriurgery  ill  the  University 

1)1  .M'ii)  land. 
FKKutiKit  i\^  Hall,  M.D.,  Froll-Hsor  of  Cheiiiistry  and  riiariiuicy, 
.SiMUiiL  C  ririoor,  .VI. U.,  Ueiiioii-itrJttor  of  .\imtoiMy. 
A-j  llieie  aie  iiiaiiy  yoiiiiif  (iieii  o(  tali'iit  and  world  in  different  parts  of  our  country  who,  from  re- 
Htricled  circunistaiicus,  are  unable  to  avail  themselves   of  the   benelii  of  public  lectures,  the  i'roles.sors 
have  resolved  to  admit,  ;i,Maluitc)uslv ,  two  such  students  Iroin  each  of  the  rilules,  and  one  from  each  of 
the  Territories.     In  order,  however,  to  jjnard  aytainsl  individuals  whose  education  and  character  do  not 
qiialify  them  to  become  useful  meml)ers  of  the  (irofession,  the  selection  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
iScsnaluis  and  Dek'nales  of  Con;;rc'ss.  each   of  whom   has  the  ri:;ht  to  select   one  student  from  his  re- 
spective State  or  Territory,  and  whose  cerlirtcate  of  selection  will    be  a  passport  to  all  the  lectures,  by 
payim;  only,  on  enterinu;  'he  school,  the  usual  iiiatriculaiin*;  fee  of  Ave  dollars. 

The  eniire  expense,  for  a  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  I'rolessors,  is   ijjro.     Dissect,ing  Ticket,  $10, 
Ojitioual  with  the  student. 
Good  board  can  be  procured  at  from  lliree  to  four  dollars  per  week.        TIIO.M.\S  MILLER,  M.l>. 
/Kas/un^'Zo/t,  M'jiy  1,  Idll.  My  12— laml\  Dtan  of  the  Faculty. 

MEDICAL    LKCTUkES   IN    BOSTON. 

These  Lectures  begin  annually  in  the  .Medical  College,  in  Mason  street,  Boston,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  November,  and  continue  four  mouths. 

Fees. 
Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  -  -  Dr.  Wakre-v,  $ir),uO 

Midwil'erv  and  .Med.  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  Dr.  Ciian.mng,  10,00 

Materia  Mcdica,  by       ..--.-       Du.   IJifJKLOW,  10,00 

Principles  of  Surjjery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  -  Dr.  JIavw.aiid,  10,00 

Chemistry,  by  -----  -  Du.  Webster,  15,00 

Theory  aiid  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Dr.s.  Ware  and  Bioelow,       15,00 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  May  29,  1811,  it  was  Fated,  That  htreafU-r  two  full  courses  of 
lectures  in  this  school  be  required  of  candidates  ft)r  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  But  for  one  of 
these  c  lurses  a  substitute  may  be  received  in  a  course  of  lectnri;s  at  am  other  medical  insiitulion  in 
which  the  miinber  of  teachers  is  not  less  than  si.v,  and  in  which  the  time  occu|)ied  liv  lectures  is  not 
less  than  four  months.  WALTER  CHANMNG,  Dean. 

Boston,  Aui,'ust  21,  1841.  S  1— eptlNf 

UMVi:RrflTV   (JV   rENNSYLVANIA— MEDICAL    DEl'AllTMENT. 

Si'.ssioN   l.^4l-4''2. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  1st  ol  November,  and  be  continued,  under  the  follow- 
ing arrangement,  lo  the  middle  of  .Miircli  ensuing  :  — 

Practice  and  Theory  of  Metlicine,  by  •  -  -  Nath.v.mel  Chapman,  M.D. 

Cliemistrv,  by        .....  -  .       Rohkrt  Hvre,  M.D. 

Surgery,  by        ...  -  -  -  -  Willi.v.m  Gibson,  M.D. 

Anatomy,  by        .-.-..-  Willi  v\i  E.  Horner,  M.D. 

Institutes  of  Medicine,  by  .....        Svmuel  .Iackson,  M.D. 

M  iieria  Medica  and  Pharinacv,  bv  -  -  -  GiiORJE  B.   Wood,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  ihe  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by      -        Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.D. 
Clinical  Lectures  on  Medicine,  by  .  .  .  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.l).  and 

"  on  Surgery,  by      -  -  -  Drs.  Gibson  and  Horner, 

Will  be  delivered  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  (Hlockley).    Students  are  also  adiniled  to  the  Clini- 
cal Instruction  at  the  Pennsylvania  liosi)iial,  in  the  city.  W.  E.  HORNER, 
An^'-.  21),  18  H.             A  2.}— I  Dec  1            Dean  of  the  Med.  Faculty,  2G3  Chesnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

GENEVA    MEDICAL    COLLEGE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  continue  si.\teen  weeks. 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  iMedicine,  by        ...     T.  Spencer,  M.D. ,  Geneva. 
Obsteiiics  and  Medical  .Jurisprudence,  by      -        -        -     C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D.,  lliicn. 

Anatomy  and  Phvsiologv,  by Ia.mes  Webster,  M.D.,  Rochester. 

Cliemistrv  and  Pharmacy,  by        ....  James  Hadley,  M.l).,  Fairfield. 

Materia  Medica  and  General  Pathology,  by     -  -  John  DeLa mater,  M.D.,  Sarat.  Springs. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by       -        -        -        Frank  H.   Hamilton,  M.D.,  Rochester. 

Demonstrator, Sumner  Rho.voe.s,  M.D.  Geneva. 

C.  B.  COVENTRY,  Dean. 
G-neva,  August  17,  1841.  S  1— eptO  JAMES  HADLEY,  Registrar. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CL  MM*,  JR.,  at  IS4  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Fiar.klin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
ad  li-i's-sed,  |)osi  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volu  neseach  year.  J.  V.  0.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  i^ '3,00  a  sear  in  aivance,  .$3,.iO  alter  three 
mouths,  or  >»  1,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  l'urS5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Poaiage  the  aaiue  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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IJY    KDWAKI)    J.    DAVKNPOKT,     M.l). 
[Coiuinmiiratrd  for  llic  Horiton  Medical  mid  Sur;(ical  Journal.] 

Remarks. — There  appears  to  he  a  difTerence  of  opinion  amon^^  writers 
respectini;  the  result  of  the  operation  hy  the  division  of  the  muscle  in  di- 
vergent strabismus  or  leer.  Mr.  DuQin  remarks  that  he  has  met  with 
twenty-three  examples  of  divergent  strabismus;  and  of  the  operations 
performed  upon  these,  very  few  have  been,  strictly  speakino;,  per/tf/Zy 
successful,  althouirh  improved  considerably.  He  supposes  likewise  that 
there  is  more  dangcM'  that  an  ungainly  protrusion  of  the  eyeball  will  fol- 
low the  division  of  the  exteiiial  than  the  internal  straight  muscle  ;  and 
finally  he  asserts  that  the  power  of  vision  is  not  improved  even  in  the 
slighlest  degree  by  the  operation,  in  cases  of  divergent  strabismus.  For 
which  reasons  he  concludes  that  "it  is  therefore  a  matter  for  consideration, 
whether  the  division  of  the  external  rectus  is  a  measure  to  be  generally 
advised  or  not."  iNIr.  Bennet  Lucas  has  operated  in  only  one  case  of  di- 
vergent squint,  and  this  successfully  as  regards  the  removal  of  the  distor- 
tion. He  makes  no  mention  of  the  degree  of  vision  possessed  by  the  pa- 
tient. INlr.  C.  R.  Hall,  London  Medical  Gazette,  says,  "  In  two  instances 
only,  out  of  thirteen,  has  the  division  of  the  rectus  externus  failed  to 
remedy  divergent  strabismus.  But  in  six  out  of  the  eleven  successful 
cases,  the  cornea  has  only  by  degrees  attained  its  proper  situation." 

The  result  of  my  experience,  founded  on  these  few  cases  which  I  en- 
close for  your  Journal,  is  directly  opposed  to  that  of  Mr.  DufHn.  With 
respect,  however,  to  the  superior  facility  of  making  the  section  ol  the  ab- 
ductor over  that  of  the  adductor  tnuscle,  or  that  of  any  other  of  the  orbi- 
tal muscles,  I  coincide  with  him,  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  some 
other  operators.  The  division  of  the  external  rectus  is  not  oidy  easier  of 
execution  and  accompanied  with  less  hemorrhage  than  that  of  the  internal, 
but  owing  to  t!ie  incision  being  covered  and  protected  from  tlie  air  by 
the  external  commissure  of  the  eyelids,  it  is  also  attended  with  less  suffer- 
ing and  inconvenience  to  the  patient.  The  protrusion  of  the  eyeball, 
which  is  a  serious  objection  to  myotomia  and  tenotomia  ocularis,  is,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  F.  A.  Amnion,  less  likely  to  ensue  in  the  diverging  than 
in  the  converging  variety  ;  indeed,  I  have  not  seen  a  single  instance  of 
this  occurrence  following  an  operation  for  the  former,  while  unfortunately 
it  is  by  no  means  an  unconjinon  result  in  the  latter.  With  respect  to  the 
improvement  of  vision  consequent  upon  the  operation,  so  Hir  as  can  be  in- 
ferred from  the  few  cases  appended,  the  result  is  quite  satisfactory. 
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It  has  been  observed  that  the  recti  muscles  are  not  inserted  at  equal 
distances,  relatively  witli  each  other,  IVoni  the  circumference  of  the  cornea, 
and  also  that  the  extent  of  their  insertions  ditfers  very  much.  Tlie  eye 
"  bt'iut^  globular,  the  sluipe  of  the  insertion  of  each  muscle  necessarily  forms 
a  portion  of  the  se^jjment  of  a  circle,  with  the  convexity  towards  the  cor- 
nea, thus  bringing  the  centre  of  the  insertion  nearer  the  cornea  than  its 
ends — a  fact  to  be  noted  with  reference  to  the  operation."  The  insertion 
of  the  external  rectus  is  farther  from  the  cornea  than  that  of  the  internal, 
the  former  being  "  distant  at  its  centre  nearly  fjve  lines,  and  its  superior 
and  inferior  edges  nearly  six  lines  ;"  that  is,  about  two  lines  farther  from 
the  cornea  than  is  the  insertion  of  the  internal  rectus.  In  operating  for 
divergent  strabismus,  1  thirds  that  in  most  cases,  the  speculum  may  be 
laid  aside,  and  an  expert  assistant  should  be  desired  to  elevate  the  upper 
lid  with  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  at  the  same  time  drawing  it  firmly  to- 
wards the  temple,  while  with  the  other  the  lower  lid  should  he  drawn  out- 
ward as  well  as  downward.  This,  it  is  obvious,  will  enlarge  the  field  of 
operation.  Then  the  eye  to  be  operated  upon  being  turned  strongly  to- 
wards the  inner  canthus,  and  an  opening  made  through  the  conjunctiva 
raised  from  the  sclerotica  with  a  hook,  the  section  of  the  tendon  mav  be 
made  about  half  way  between  the  margin  of  the  cornea  and  the  outer 
canthus  of  the  eye.  The  mode  pursued  by  Mr.  Hall,  vide  Case  VI., 
appears  to  me  to  be  well  adapted  to  cases  of  divergent  squint,  unless  in- 
deed the  subconjunctival  method  of  M.  Guerin,  of  Paris,  should  be  found 
preferable.  1  am  informed,  however,  by  a  very  intelligent  medical  gen- 
tleman recently  from  that  city,  that  M.  Guerin  confines  the  method  intro- 
duced by  him  to  cases  of  convergent  strabismus,  and  that  he  operates  in 
the  usual  manner  in  that  form  of  squint  under  consideration.  The  after- 
treatment  is  simple. 

]Vly  opinion  of  the  operation  of  myotomia  ocularis  for  the  cure  of  con- 
vergent strabismus,  has  been  asked.  1  answer  that  it  does  not  correspond 
with  the  exaggerated,  and,  I  may  say,  deceptive  reports  of  the  success 
blazoned  forth  in  all  the  published  accounts  that  I  have  seen.  1  wish  also 
to  observe,  that  all  the  works  on  strabismus  with  which  I  have  met,  are 
miserably  deficient  in  directions  for  the  after-treatment ;  which  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  of  convergent  squint  is  of  vital  importance  to  a  success- 
ful issue.  But  reserving  to  myself  the  privilege  of  making  some  farther 
remarks  at  a  future  period,  1  proceed  to  detail  the  cases  already  referred  to. 

Case  I.  Division  of  the  External  Straight  Muscle. — Otis  Foster, 
Snow  hill  court,  26  years  of  age,  has  had  from  childhood  strabismus  di- 
vergens  of  the  left  eye.  It  was  occasioned  by  convulsions  consequent 
upon  hooping  cough.  The  state  of  the  pupil  and  the  motions  of  the  left 
eye,  when  the  sound  one  is  closed,  are  normal,  and  the  power  of  vision  is 
equally  good  in  either  eye ;  the  irides  are  of  a  blue  color  and  the  eyeballs 
are  protninent.  The  patient  is  a  mechanic  in  active  business,  and  having 
sufl'ered  much  inconvenience  from  inability  to  make  the  axis  of  each  eye 
correspond,  he  was  very  desirous  of  trying  the  effect  of  the  new  operation 
for  the  cure  of  strabismus. 

With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Inches  and  Dr.  Wigglesworth,  March  lOth, 
I  divided  the  tendon  of  the  external  rectus  muscle  of  the  left  eye,  using 
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tlio  hliint  liook  iiiul  scissors,  as  rocoinmciKlfd  l)y  l\Ir.  nciinct  Lucas, 
l^oii  (lirc'Cliiij;  iho  piilirni  to  look  sliai;;hL  forwuid,  the  left  eye  imme- 
diately came  into  the  (•(Miti<j  of  the  ()il)if,  aiul  Ik;  was  imabie  to  turn  it  so 
i'ar  outward  as  he  could  hclorc.  Little  or  no  inflammation  ensued,  and 
on  th(;  lollowin'f  day  he  laid  aside  tlie  compress  and  handa"(',  avoidin'^ 
however,  anv  exposure  tosiiouL!;  li,'j,ht. 

VZtfi.  \)\.  \Vi^r(r|es\\()rtlK  who  visited  the  patient  with  me,  was  of  the 
opinion  that  a  slii;ht  deL,M'ee  of  (liver<!;ent  stiahismus  had  now  occurred  in  the 
op()osite  or  sound  eye.  That  the  axis  of  each  eye  did  not  perfectly  cor- 
respond was  evident ;  but  careful  observation,  at  a  subsecjuent  visit,  sh(jwed 
that  the  difliculty  depended  upon  a  sli;^ht  remainin<^  oblicjuity  of  the  stra- 
l)ismal  eye.  The  patient  was  now  directed  to  cover  the  sound  eye  and 
make  use  of  the  other  alone,  and  in  three  days  all  trace  of  the  distortion 
had  vanished. 

\Stk.  The  patient  is  able  to  be  abroad  without  any  coverinor  for  the 
eyes,  except  the  visor  of  a  cap.  The  contour  and  size  of  the  eye  are 
entirely  preserved,  and  both  eyes  perfectly  corresj)ond  in  position  and 
movements.  The  incision  of  the  conjunctiva  bein<;  concealed  by  the 
lids  in  all  the  ordinary  motions  of  the  globe,  the  eye  presents  to  the  ob- 
server not  the  sliirhtest  appearance  of  havin^r  been  subjected  to  a  surgical 
operation  of  no  trivial  character.  The  patient,  before  unable,  except  for 
a  short  time,  to  use  his  eyes  by  candle  light,  now  declares  that  he  can 
read  in  the  evening  the  smallest  print  without  experiencing  any  fatigue  or 
uneasiness  in  either  eye.  I  have  only  to  add,  with  respect  to  this  case, 
that  I  have  seen  Mr.  Foster  recently,  and  that  the  favorable  results  of  the 
operation  remain,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  permanent. 

Case.  II. — S.  VV.,  j\LD.,  a  gentleman  distinguished  no  less  by  bis 
brilliant  professional  attainments,  than  by  his  zeal  and  devotion  in  their 
application,  applied  to  me  with  strabismus  divergens  of  the  left  eye.  It 
was  induced,  while  a  lad  at  school,  by  a  habit  of  imitation,  which,  com- 
menced in  sport,  gradually  led  to  a  confirmed  squint.  I  ought,  perhaps, 
to  qualify  the  last  remark,  by  stating  that  my  patient  could  at  any  time, 
by  the  exercise  of  the  will,  bring  the  axes  of  both  eyes  parallel,  but  the 
moment  his  attention  was  diverted  from  this  particular  point,  and  likewise 
when  he  wished  to  look  at  a  distant  object,  the  left  eye  became  divergent, 
and  so  remained  until  the  effort  to  make  it  straight  was  renewed.  The 
divergence  of  the  eye  when  looking  at  distant  objects,  notwithstanding  the 
opposing  efforts  of  the  patient — which  were  suiRcient  to  make  it  straiglit 
when  regarding  near  objects — was  occasioned  doubtless  by  a  disparity  in 
the  visual  focus  of  each  eye,  that  of  the  right  eye  being  natural,  while 
that  of  the  strabismal  eye  was  very  much  shortened  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
the  left  eye  was  myopic.  This  I  consider  to  be  frequently  one  of  the 
results,  and  not  the  cause,  of  strabismus.  In  all  other  respects  the  condi- 
tion of  the  left  eye  is  normal.  The  irides  are  of  a  dark  color,  and  the 
eyeballs  well  formed. 

23^A.  With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Hawes,  of  Tremont  street,  I  divided 
the  tendon  of  the  rectus  externus  muscle  of  the  left  eye,  near  its  insertion. 
The  tenilon  was  long,  white  and  firm,  and  was  easily  {\'eQ(\  from  the  sur- 
roundinir  cellular  membrane  and  fascia  for  the  distance  of  two  lines  or  more. 
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I  made  tlie  section,  however,  near  its  insertion  into  tlie  sclerotica,  and  this 
I  beheve  to  be  in  all  cases  the  most  proper  as  well  as  the  most  convenient 
place. 

'29th.  Both  eyes  are  parallel,  and  the  eye  operated  upon  is  free  from 
any  inriammation  or  uneasiness.  The  patient  is  able  to  b(?  abroad,  and 
from  this  time  attended  as  usual  to  his  professional  avocations,  the  eye  be- 
ing protected  merely  by  the  visor  of  a  cup. 

Jn  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks  subsequent  to  the  operation  a 
small  button-like  granulation  formed  in  the  cicatrix  of  the  divided  mem- 
branes, which  being  excised  with  curved  scissors,  no  farther  difliculiy 
ensued.  At  the  date  of  this  communication,  no  oUicjuity  is  a|)pa- 
rent  in  either  eye,  and  the  myopia  is  so  far  overcome  that  the  focal  dis- 
tance is  nearly  the  same  in  both.  In  conclusion,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
remark  that  my  patient  bore  the  operation  with  a  degree  of  fortitude  and 
resolution  truly  admirable. 

CAse  111. — Miss  C.  T.,  aet.  20,  has  divergent  strabismus  of  the  left  eye, 
caused,  as  her  family  suppose,  by  an  attack  of  the  hooping  cough  when 
about  two  years  of  age.  The  strabismal  eye  is  very  much  turned  to- 
wards the  external  canthus,  and  the  obliquity  gives  an  unpleasant  expres- 
sion to  a  countenance  otherwise  agreeable  ;  besides  which,  the  eye  is  so 
extremely  myopic,  that  in  attempting  to  read  common  ))riiil  with  it,  it  is 
necessary  to  bring  the  book  nearly  into  contact  with  the  face.  By  a  great 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  the  squinting  eye  can  be  directed  so  as  to 
correspond  with  the  sound  one,  but  it  can  be  retained  in  this  position  for  a 
few  seconds  only,  and  the  exertion  is  followed  always  by  a  sense  of  fa- 
tigue and  uneasiness.  Miss  T.  has  at  tinses  experienced  much  incon- 
venience from  seeing,  at  the  same  moment,  more  than  one  object,  when 
she  desired  to  direct  her  attention  to  one  only  ;  in  this  case  she  was 
obliged  to  close  the  strabismal  eye  and  use  the  other  alone.  Tlie  irides 
in  this  patient  are  of  a  blue  color,  and  the  slate  of  the  pupil,  and  motions 
of  the  squinting  eye  singly,  are  normal. 

March  26th.  Assisted  by  Drs.  J.  Mason  Warren,  Leach,  Wiggles- 
worth  and  George  Hayward,  Jr.,  I  divided,  in  the  usual  manner,  with 
scissors  curved  on  the  ed^re,  the  external  straight  muscle,  previously  raised 
from  the  sclerotic  with  a  blunt  hook.  The  operation  was  somewhat  re- 
tarded by  what  appeared  to  be  an  unusual  amount  of  investing  cellular 
tissue,  and  also  by  the  extreme  paleness  of  the  muscular  fibres,  which 
could  with  difTicully  be  distinguished  from  the  former.  The  tendon  was 
flat,  wide,  and  with  fleshy  fibres  running  apparently  to  its  insertion.  The 
hemorrhage  did  not  exceed  a  few  drops  in  amount.  The  sound  eye  be- 
ing unclosed,  both  eyes  assumed  a  correct  position  and  correspondence, 
and  the  improvement  in  the  personal  appearance  of  the  patient  was  im- 
mediate and  truly  gratifying.  By  an  operation  attended  with  no  danger, 
and  causing  but  little  pain,  and  that  momentary,  an  iinportant  organ,  be- 
fore useless,  is  restored  to  a  condition  to  be  made  effective,  and  in  an  in- 
stant a  deformity  is  removed  which  for  a  life-time  has  exeited  a  depressing 
moral  influence  upon  the  unfortunate  patient.  After  tlie  operation  the 
patient  was  unable  to  turn  the  eye  outward  much,  if  any,  beyond  the 
trentre  of  the  orbit. 
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27///.  The  eye  is  fitu*  iVoiii  |);iin,  and  (Ik.'  (iiicclion  is  perfect.  May 
remove  all  b.mda^cs  and  wear  a  liiilil  shade.  No  failhcr  ireaUncul  be- 
came iieces«^ai\  ,  and  (lie  palieiil  went  ahroad  iii  a  few   da\s. 

J^I<ti/  10///.  'I'iie  linear  cicatrix  hein«j;  eoiicealed  within  the  external 
cantluis,  not  a  vesii^o  of  tlu;  operation  is  visihh.'  in  the  oidinary  position 
of  (he  lids,  and  hodi  in  dircelion,  si/e  and  eontonr,  the  left  eye  is  perfect, 
and  moNcs  in  nnison  with  (he  ri^lil  in  e\'ery  way. 

.//////  '2()///.  J3oth  eyes  remain  the  same  as  at  last  (ia((;.  I'he  power 
of  vision  in  th(^  eye  operated  upon  lias  so  mncli  improv(?(l  that  liie  patient 
can  read  cf)mmon  |)rint  at  the  distance  of  about  ei;j;ht  in(dies. 

Cask  IV. — Miss  1\1.  R.,  Milton  place,  '24  y(>ars  of  aj^e,  lias  had  di- 
vergent strabisnnis  of  left  eye  from  infancy,  of  which  the  eause  cannot  be 
ascertained  with  certainty.  The  irides  are  blue;  the  state  of  the  pupil 
and  the  iiioveinents  of  the  stral)ismal  eye  singly,  are  normal  ;  the  vision 
of  this  eye  is  rather  imperfect,  and  there  ensues  a  weakness,  with  a  feeling 
of  fatigue,  even  after  a  moderate  application  of  the  eyes  upon  small  ob 
jects,  particularly  by  candle  light.      Her  general  health  is  good. 

jMai/  oth.  Drs.  Ji.  B.  C.  Greene,  Inches,  Whitney,  and  George  H. 
Snellinfj;,  Esq.,  being  present,  the  tendon  of  the  external  straight  muscle 
of  the  left  eye  was  divided.  I  used  for  the  section,  in  this  instance,  a 
pair  of  straight  scissors,  having  one  point  blunt  or  probe- pointed.  The 
right  or  sound  eye  being  directed  forward,  both  became  parallel,  but  the 
patient  was  still  able  to  turn  the  eye  operated  upon  outward  a  little  be- 
yond the  centre  of  the  orbit.  The  tendon  had  been  entirely  divided, 
and  the  sclerotic  coat  was  plainly  visible,  denuded  of  cellular  membrane 
to  a  considerable  extent  each  way  beyond  the  superior  and  inferior  mar- 
gin of  the  muscle.  Compresses  wet  constantly  with  iced  water  and  a 
light  bandage  were  applied.  Eight  hours  after  operation,  patient  reports 
that  she  has  suffered  much  pain  in  the  eyeball  and  through  the  left  side 
of  the  head,  but  that  it  is  now  subsiding.  Having  taken  a  cathartic 
draught  in  the  morning,  she  was  now  directed  an  opiate,  and  I  found  her 
the  following  day  (6th)  free  from  pain,  and  with  the  eye  quite  straight. 
Rather  more  inflannnation  than  usual,  with  consid(.M-able  redness  and  irri- 
tability of  the  conjunctiva  in  the  vicinity  of  the  incision,  occurred  in  this 
case,  and  continued  for  the  space  of  several  days.  Tliis  was  attributable 
in  part  to  the  extremely  hot  weather  then  prevailing. 

May  Vlth.  The  position  of  the  eye  appears  to  be  perfectly  correct, 
and  the  redness  has  mostly  disappeared. 

A.iLg.  The  eye  is  reported  to  be  well  in  all  respects. 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.] 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL— SURGICAL  CASES  TREATED 
BY   S.  D.  TOWNSEND,  M.D.,  SURGEON. 

tCommunicated    for    the   Boston   Medical    and    Siirgirul    Journal.] 

An  engineer  on  the  Worcester  Rail-road,  aged  2S  years,  was  brought  to 
the  Hospital,  Aug.  3d,  in  consequence  of  receiving  the  following  injury. 
While  on  the  locomotive,  conducting  a  train  of  cars,  at  6,  P.  I\I.,  the  day 
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before,  tfie  engine  struck  the  wheel  of  a  cait  which  was  passing  over  the 
track,  aiul  was  thrown  oiF  the  rails,  lie  was  standing  at  the  hrake 
handle,  and  was  thrown  against  it  with  sucli  violence,  that  it  passed 
lhroui;li  the  thiiih  just  helow  the  groin,  separating  the  nuiscles  and  great 
vessels  from  the  femur,  and  appearing  through  the  integuujeuts  on  the 
inner  and  back  part.  There  was  extensive  laceration  of  the  muscles  and 
integuments,  beginning  in  front  at  a  line  extendinir  from  the  anterior  spi- 
nous process  of  the  ileum  to  the  pubis,  and  proceeding  down  oblicjuely  to 
the  patella.  Not  much  blood  was  lo^t  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  al- 
though the  large  bloodvessels  were  laid  bare.  His  general  health  has 
been  remarkably  good,  using  no  ardent  spirits  and  very  little  animal  food. 
His  wound  was  dressed  with  adhesive  plaster,  which  on  his  admission  was 
partly  removed,  and  compresses  wet  with  an  aqueous  solution  of  opium 
applied. 

5th.  No  dejection  from  the  cathartic  ordered  yesterday,  until  after 
taking  ol.  ricini  §  i.  Afternoon  more  restless  ;  much  heat  of  skin  ;  pulse 
120.  Venesection 'eight  ounces  ;  opiate  at  night.  Wound  begins  to  be 
offensive  ;  skin  dark  and  blistered.  Apply  lint  spread  with  ungt.  creosote 
to  wound,  and  cover  it  with  compresses  wet  with  chlor.  soda). 

6th.  Complained  of  nausea  occasionally  until  evening,  when  it  was  re- 
lieved by  sinapism  to  epigastrium.  Pulse  98 ;  sloughing  of  tlie  wound 
progressing. 

Till  to  9th.  Much  pain  along  the  thigh  and  leg  at  times  ;  rigors  followed 
by  fever;  mouth  dry;  erythematous  indammation  above  the  margin  of 
the  slough ;  occasional  delirium.  Aqueous  solution  of  opium  applied  to 
wound,  and  opiates  at  night.     Pulse  104. 

10th.  A  large  portion  of  gangrenous  integument  removed  to-day,  giv- 
ing exit  to  a  deposit  of  pus  confined  at  the  lower  part  of  the  wound,  which 
now  appears  more  healthy.  We  find  the  slough  on  the  outer  side  of  the 
thigh  deeper  than  was  apprehended  ;  the  tensor  vaginie  femoris  is  removed, 
sartorious  and  gluteus  medius  ruptured.  Appetite  somewhat  improved. 
May  have  broth  for  dinner,  with  foui-  ounces  of  port  wine  daily. 

11th.  Slept  tolerably  well,  after  taking  Dover's  powder  grs.  10,  twice 
in  the  night.  Pulse  10-2.  R.  Infus.  cinchon.,  fti. ;  tinct.  do.  §1.  Take 
one  ounce  four  times  daily.      Free  dejection  after  enema. 

13th.  Appetite  improving.  Omit  infus.  cinchon.  Let  him  take  sulph. 
quinine  grs.  ii.  four  times  a  day,  with  port  wine  eight  ounces.  Appear- 
ance of  wound  more  favorable.  The  slouirhin":  has  extended  to  the  crest 
of  the  ileum,  and  from  thence  down  two  thirds  of  the  thi^h.  The  fol- 
lowing  muscles  are  now  displayed  as  if  by  a  neat  dissection,  the  cellular 
membrane  having  sloughed  away  : — The  gracilis,  which  a  retraction  of 
the  integuments  has  carried  over  to  the  outside  of  the  thigh  ;  the  sartorius 
torn  across,  and  its  ruptured  fibres  lying  transversely  at  the  edge  of  the 
gracilis  ;  part  of  the  abductor  longus,  and  the  rectus.  On  the  outer  side, 
the  gluteus  medius  torn  across  just  above  the  trochanter  major.  The  ten- 
sor vaginae  femoris  and  its  fascia  have  nearly  sloughed  away,  while  a 
branch  of  the  crural  nerve,  deprived  of  its  vitality,  lies  in  front. 

15th  and  16th.  Suffering  much  from  pain  at  the  epigastrium,  for 
which  he  was  ordered  cathartics,  and  enemata,  with  opiate  fomentations, 
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wiihoiit  relief;  It  subsided,  however,  iiflcr  the  application  of  a  blister  and 
the  slroni;  ammonia. 

17tl).  The  iiilenuments  wore  approximated  with  adhesivt*  plaster,  and 
supported  at  the  uniler  side,  where  there  is  a  lar;^(;  (K.-posit  of  pus,  by  ihiek 
compress(^s. 

3ist.  The  wound  is  ia|)i{lly  healini;,  and  his  health  re-established  ;  but 
the  cellular  membrane  beiuii;  entirely  removed  at  the  intcrstif:es  of  tho 
muscles,  and  not  capable  of  restoration,  the  facility  of  motion  in  these 
parts  is  lost;  and  as  ^lanulation  advances,  the  different  muscles  will  form 
one  solid  undelined  mass,  and  their  individuality  be  lost,  while  the  free 
motion  of  the  lijnb  will  be  much  impaired. 

The  j)atient,  I  think,  owes  the  preservation  of  his  life,  after  this  formi- 
dable accident,  in  a  great  measure,  to  his  habits  of  rigid  temperance,  and 
it  should  form  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  practice,  especially  to 
those  who  arc  engaged  in  laborious  employments,  exposing  tliem  to  sud- 
den and  violent  accidents. 


DR.   INGALLS'S  LETTER  ON  YELLOW  FEVER. 

[Continued  from  page  85.] 

Entertaining  not  only  a  strong  prejudice  against  calomel  as  a  remedy  in 
the  yellow  fever,  but  esteeming  its  effects  to  be  hurtful,  I  have  abandoned 
its  use  altogether,  both  as  a  purgative  and  as  a  sialagogue.  As,  however, 
the  use  of  mercury  with  both  intentions  has  received  the  support  of 
men  eminent  in  their  j)rofession,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  improper,  in  this 
place,  to  cite  the  several  opinions  in  favor  and  in  opposition  to  this  thera- 
peutic agent.  This  task  will  be  accomplished  with  greater  facility  by 
having  recourse  to  Dr.  Good's  Study  of  Medicine,*  in  which  there  is  a 
compilation  of  the  various  modes  of  treating  the  yellow  fever  by  men 
celebrated  for  talents,  experience  and  acquisition  of  medical  science. 

"  Dr.  Rush  was  not  less  alert  in  his  purgative  plan,  than  in  active,  pro- 
fuse and  repeated  vensections.  Ten  grains  of  calomel  and  fifteen  of  jalap, 
was  the  force  with  which  he  opened  his  remedial  attack,  and  which  he 
repeated  every  six  hours,  till  the  alvine  canal  was  effectually  evacuated. 
This  mode  of  treatment,  he  tells  us,  he  was  led  to  by  accident ;  and  with 
it  he  became  as  successful  as  he  had  been  unsuccessful  under  the  tamer 
and  more  established  method.  This  remedy  has,  however,  still  more 
lately  been  employed  on  a  different  ground,  under  a  different  mode  of 
manao;ement. 

"  Calomel,  instead  of  being  employed  as  a  purgative,  has  been  enlisted 
as  a  powerful  alterant  and  deobstruent,  and  persevered  in  to  salivation,  by 
doses  of  from  five  to  five  and  twenty  or  thirty  grains  every  third  or  fourth 
hour,  accordinLr  to  circumstances,  till  this  point  is  obtained  ;  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  regarded  as  important  in  itself,  but  as  showing  that  the  system 
is  under  its  influence.  Dr.  Chisholm  seems  fairly  entitled  to  the  honor  of 
having  first  tried  and  recommended  mercury  with  this  intention."     His 

♦  Vol.  II.,  pp.  183  to  192.     Wells  &  Lilley,     1826. 
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chief  reliance  is  placed  on  mercurial  ptvalism,  as  it  ap|)eai's  from  the 
following: — "Let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  at  whatever  prrlod  of  the 
disease  salivation  is  excited,  whether  the  supposed  signs  ol'  pulier.iclion 
have  appeared  or  not,  the  accession  of  it  is  tlie  certain  si-^nal  of  cessation 
of  disease,  and  of  returning  health."* 

"  This  general  plan  of  Dr.  Chishohn    has   in    the  present  day  become 
highly,  and  perhaps  chiefly  po[)ular,  and  is  powerfully  reconiuKMuled  from 
personal  experience  of  its  advantage  by  Dr.  James  Johnson,  Dr.  Burnett, 
Dr.  Boyd,  Dr.  Denmark,  and  a  long  list  of  valuable  authorities,  sonje  of 
whom  regard  it  as  the   -  sheet-anchor.' 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  of  mercury  being  hi'^hly  advantageous,  in  a 
great  multitude  of  cases,  and  of  general  benefit  in  various  forms  of  this 
destructive  epidemy.  There  is  no  medicine  which,  prima  {\tcie,  affords  a 
better  prospect  of  relief  than  mercury,  from  its  general  action  on  the  ex- 
cernent  system,  as  well  as  its  specific  action  on  the  intestinal  canal,  and  the 
salivary  glands.  It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  it  is  only  under  a 
particular  condition  and  tone  of  the  vascular  frame,  that  it  can  at  any 
time  be  employed  with  good  effect ;  and  hence  not  only  is  a  sound  judg- 
ment constantly  demanded  in  its  application,  which  indeed  is  a  recjuisile 
that  ought  ever  to  be  present,  but  much  important  time  is  often  lost  in 
preparing  the  system  for  its  remedial  introduction.  It  is  truly  said,  in- 
deed, by  the  advocates  for  mercury,  that  such  other  remedies  are  all 
valuable  adjuvants;  and  this  is  so  far  from  beini:  denied  by  those  who  are 
hostile  to  the  use  of  mercury,  that  they  affirm,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
benefit  ascribed  to  this  medicine,  when  it  has  obtained  a  sway  over  the 
system,    ought    rather    to    be    attributed  to    these    adjuvants 

THEMSELVES  ;  WHICH  WOULD  HAVE  PROVED  STILL  MORE  BENEFICIAL 
HAD    THEY    BEEN    LEFT    TO  THEIR    OWN    POWER    AND  INTENTION    ALONE. 

Mr.  Gibson,  who  is  a  strenuous  advocate  for  the  use  of  mercury  upon  the 
principle  now  adverted  to,  very  candidly  admits  both  these  causes  of  im- 
pediment." "  It  would  seem,"  he  says,  alluding  to  the  debilitating  pro- 
vince of  Guzzaret,    "  that  debility  and  the  plethoric  system  are 

EQUALLY  INIMICAL  TO  THE  SPECIFICAL  MERCURIAL  ACTION.  If  the  pa- 
tient is  fortunately  invigorated  sufficiently  to  give  the  mercury  influence, 
and  BEFORE  ANY  ORGAN  OF  LIFE  IS  INJURED,  by  the  stHctcst  nursing 
and  attention  afterwards  the  recovery  is  almost  certain,  all  morbid  action 
yielding  from  the  moment  ptyalism  is  brought  on."f 

"  Even  in  cases,  however,  in  which  the  mercurial  action  is  fortunately 
excited,  the  same  intelligent  writer  tells  us  that  he  has  frequently  met 
with  a  very  serious  evil  resulting  from  the  mercury  itself;  for  such,  says 
he,  is  at  times  the  profusion  of  ptyalism  when  once  induced,  that  the 
most  disagreeable  consequences  succeed,  and  the  convalescence  is  long 
and  precarious ;  on  which  account  he  laments  that  we  have  no  criterion 
to  determine  how  far  we  may  proceed  with  the  mercurial  process,  and 
when  we  ought  to  stop.  Dr.  Bancroft  advances  much  farther  than  this, 
and  asserts  that  not  only  salivation  retarded  the  convalescence,  and  pro- 
duced very  troublesome  affections  of  the  tongue,  mouth  and  throat,  with 

On  the  Climate  and  Diseases  of  Tropical  Countries,  p.  215. 
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olluM-  ill  cons'MjiKMH'cs,  l)iil  l!i;il  ili(?  sJilivalors,  even  when  llicy  liavi;  Inum 
iVco  from  this  evil,  Uwvr  iioi  hccii  mon;  siirfU'ssful  tliiui  oilier  pnifililioncis  ; 
Jiiul  he  p;iilicii!;irly  iillndi's  to  llic  Jidiiii^^ioii  of  Dr.  Kus|i,  who  wus  not 
imfiiciKlly  to  ihc  uuMciiiial  mode  of  trt'atiiiciit,  ihal  '  in  lli(i  City  Hos- 
pital (of  Pliiladi'lphia),  when  hlccdiiifr  \\;is  sparin;i;ly  used,  aiifl  \\ui  phy- 
sicians dcpiMHlcd  (diicdy  upon  salivation,  nioic  than  one  half  di(.'(l  of  all 
the  patients  who  were  admitted.* 

"  l'\)r  like  icasons  l)r.  .Jackson  speaks  with  as  little  satisfaction  of  the 
same  praetic(\  not  oidy  upon  his  own  (;xperience  hut  even  npon  that  of 
Dw  Chisholm  himself.  Alluding  to  the  hiL,di  I'ecominendation  of  rner- 
cnry  hy  the  latter,  hc^  ohserves,  "  the  detail  of  his  testimonies  does  not 
warrant  a  conclusion  so  favorahle  ;  for  the  proportion  of  mortality  in 
the  detachnuMit  of  Royal  Artillery  upon  whom  this  practice  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  first  tried,  has  perhaps  scarcely  ever  heen  exceeded 
in  a  tropical  climate.  Further,  it  is  u  comnion  observation  that  where 
salivation  actually  takes  place  in  continued  fevers,  it  seldom -shows  itself 
till  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  has  evidently  abated  ;  lience  a  suui^es- 
tion  arises  that  the  appearance  of  salivation  is  only  an  indication  of  the 
departure  of  the  disease  : — no  proof  exists  that  the  opcM'ation  of  the  mer- 
cury is  the  cause  of  the  departure.  Such  are  the  remarks  which  occurred 
in  reviewing  different  modes  of  treatment  in  the  hospitals  of  St.  Domini'-o  ; 
to  which  it  w  ill  not  be  superfluous  to  add  an  experiment  made  at  the 
]\lole  in  August,  1796,  by  Mr.  Lind,  siu'geon  to  Jamaica.  Out  of  fifteen 
cases  of  fever  put  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Lind,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
disease,  and  treated  with  the  utmost  attention,  five  died  ;  in  three  of  whorn 
salivation  actually  took  place;  five  recovered,  in  whom  no  salivation  took 
place;  in  the  other  five,  who  also  recovered,  salivation  was  evidently  es- 
tablished, but,  as  is  usual,  not  till  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  h;id  lie- 
gun  to  abate.  Out  of  four  who  were  under  his  care  on  the  second  day 
of  the  disease,  no  one  died  ;  but  one  only  was  affected  by  the  mercury  : 
one  brought  to  the  Hos|)ital  on  the  third  day  of  the  illness,  died  ;  mercury 
was  employed,  but  no  salivation  took  place;  one,  on  the  fourth,  like- 
wise died,  without  marks  of  salivation  ;  one  on  the  fifth — the  salivation 
was  established,  but  the  disease  jiroved  fatal.  In  none  of  the  above  cases 
were  less  than  ten  drachms,  and  in  most  cases  not  less  than  two  ounces  of 
strong  mercurial  ointment  rubbed  into  the  legs  and  thighs,  with  the  em- 
ployment of  all  other  means  which  seemed  calculated  to  promote  the 
expected  effect."! 

"  The  question,  therefore,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  still  open  ;  and,  ad- 
mitting all  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  employing  mercury  as  a  sialagogue, 
the  evils  which  flow  from  the  uncertainty  of  its  action,  both  in  respect  to 
time  and  degree,  and  its  frequent  imoads  upon  the  constitution,  even 
wh(Mi  it  has  been  of  use,  are  serious  and  important." 

Having  relinquished  the  use  of  calomel  as  a  purgative,  as  a  substitute  I 
have  given  the  preference  to  the  infusion  of  senna  and  balm,  as  nuMitioned 
above.  This  selection  is  made  from  the  persuasion,  the  remedy  has  the  ten- 
dency to  assuage  the  hepatic  irritation,  on  which  the  malignity  of  the  fe- 

*  Essay  on  the  Disease  called  Yellow  Fever,  Arc.  8vo.  1811. 
t  History  and  Cure  of  Fever,  Part  1.,  ch.  xi.,  pp.  293,  294. 
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ver,  in  a  great  measure,  depends  ;  anil  being  a  liquid,  it  might  also  act 
as  a  diluent  of  llie  acrid  contenls  of  the  stomach  and  intestin(,'S,  and 
serve  as  a  soothing  lotion  to  the  irritated  mucous  membrane  of  these  or- 
gans. When  tlie  emetic  was  not  accorrjpanied  with  dejections,  the  pa- 
tient was  directed,  inunediately  after  he  had  ceased  vomiting,  to  take  an 
ounce  of  castor  oil,  and  begin  with  drinking  the  infusion  of  senna  and 
balm  ;  if  in  the  course  of  an  hour  there  were  no  evacuali(.)n  from  the  bow- 
els, an  enema  was  administered.  This  series  of  purgative  remedies  was 
required  only  in  one  instance.  In  one  case  the  fever  was  treated  with 
purgative  doses  of  the  solution  of  Rochelle  salts  (soda  et  potassa;  tar- 
trass)  alone. 

In  1801,  at  the  corner  of  Purchase  and  Summer  streets,  there  was 
situated  a  house  called  the  coflin,  from  its  sha[)e,  or  because  all  the  in- 
mates died  with  the  yellow  fever.  There  was  no  death  in  the  city 
except  in  the  house  just  alluded  to.  In  passing,  I  was  desired  by  one 
of  the  sextons  who  were  employed  in  disinfecting  the  house,  to  go  in 
and  see  the  only  remaining  patient,  that  lay  at  the  point  of  death.  (I  un- 
derstood she  died  in  half  an  hour  after  I  saw  her.)  I  was  ushered  into  a 
small  bed-room,  in  which  was  a  matronly-looking  woman  lying  on  the  out- 
side of  the  bed,  clad  in  a  silk  dress,  unattended  by  a  nurse,  neglected  by  her 
friends,  and  deserted  by  her  relatives.  Having  retained  her  faculties,  at  my 
request  she  gave  me  the  history  of  her  sickness,  whicli  detained  me  about 
twenty  minutes.  In  a  short  time  after,  I  gradually  became  costive,  the  abdo- 
men enlarged  and  tense,  and  a  preternatural  sensation  of  heat  was  diffused 
throughout  the  convolutions  of  the  intestines.  As  soon  as  these  symp- 
toms had  somewhat  advanced,  I  commenced  taking  grain  pills  of  calomel, 
as  frequently  as  my  feelings  or  fancy  dictated,  until  a  thorough  operation 
was  produced,  which  was  followed  by  such  a  sudden  and  extreme  pros- 
tration of  strength  as  I  never  before  or  since  experienced.  That  these 
phenomena  were  premonitory  of  the  yellow  ^^wqv,  I  have  no  corrobora- 
tive testimony.  William  Ingalls. 


DR.   CllADBOURNES  EXPLANATION   OF    DR.   BROWNS   NOTE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  ought  to  have  known  that  "  communications  of  a  personal  or  in- 
vective character  do  not  come  within  the  design  of  the  Journal,"  and 
therefore  cannot  complain  of  the  rejection  of  my  reply  to  Dr.  Brown's 
note.  Yet  being  now  publicly  accused  of  moral  delinquency,  you  surely 
will  not  deny  (in  justice  to  the  lady,  if  not  to  myself)  sufficient  space  for 
a  word  of  explanation.  Dr.  Brown  says  that  he  knows  nothing  about 
me,  only  that  1  once  put  a  youns;  lady,  a  relative,  under  his  care,  for 
ivhich  1  have  not  paid  him.  The  words  in  Italics  are  literally  true, 
and  yet  convey,  by  implication,  as  palpable  an  untruth  as  Dr.  B.  could 
possibly  have  promulgated.  All  the  explanation  I  ask  to  make  is  simply 
this.  Having  formerly  placed  a  young  lady  under  Dr.  Brown's  care, 
who  was  subjected  to  great  expense  without  deriving  any  essential  benefit, 
and  having  distributed,  by  Dr.  B.'s  request,  a  large  package  of  his  circu- 
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lars  in  N.  IT.,  1  (Ml  at  lihcrly  lo  call  occasionally  at  liis  Infirmary;  and 
seeini;'  willi  wliat  care  all  his  o|)('ralions.  the  application  of  his  instruments, 
and  all  the  minntia;  of  his  practice,  were  concealed  from  the  eye  of  his 
brethren,  excepting;  "  the  consulting  siu'^eons  and  j)hysicians  of  th(!  Or- 
thopedic Inlirmarv  of  the  city  of  l5osion,"  I  confess  my  confidence  he- 
gan  to  diminish,  and  I  very  franki)'  told  him  1  thought  of  consuliin;^  the 
physicians  of  the  Alassachnsetts  GiMieral  Hospital  in  re^iird  to  this  last 
patient's  cas(\  hefoi'e  decidinijr  where  to  leave  her.  Dr.  J5.  then  innne- 
diately  offered  to  charge  nothing  for  his  services  if  1  ivould  phtce  the 
jyatient  under  his  care,  lo  which  1  acceded,  althoui^h  1  had  no  pecuniary 
interest  whatever  in  the  case.  I  impute  no  sinister  motive  to  Dr.  B.  for 
this  aj)parent  liberality  ;  yet  justice  re(juires  me  to  add  that  he  realized  a 
very  considerable  fee  from  the  patient  herself  for  instruinents  ;  and  in  tfiis, 
as  in  the  other  case,  the  only  good  done,  or  benefit  conferred,  was  throu'^h 
the  fee  received  by  the  doctor,  he  being  the  only  parly  essentially  bene- 
fited ;  the  patients  remain  yet  in  statu  quo.  If  Dr.  B.  asks  for  proof  of 
any  of  these  facts,  I  will  refer  him  to  one  of  his  professional  brethren  in 
Boston,  to  whom  he  is  probably  sensible  of  being  under  no  inconsiderable 
obligation. 

Thus  stands  the  account  of  my  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Brown  and  the 
Orthopedic  Infirmary,  so  exultingly  proclaimed  in  the  last  Journal  ;  and 
if  the  doctor  chooses  lo  rest  the  defence  of  the  merits  of  his  practice  on 
so  fi'ivolous  a  subterfuge,  he  is  welcome  to  all  its  benefit. 

Concord,  JS'.  H.,  Aug.  31,  1841.  Thos.  Chadbourne. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Snrgical  Journal. 

Siu, — I  transmit  to  you  the  following  case  for  publication  in  your  Journal. 
The  novelty  and  rare  occurrence  of  such  cases,  may  render  it  interesting 
to  your  readers  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  you  or  some  of  your  experienced 
correspondents  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  peculiar  condition  of  the 
system  that  gave  rise  to  the  singular  and  uncommon  pathological  phe- 
nomena. Respectfully  your  obt.  servt.,  Wm.  Stockbridge,  M.D. 
West  Feliciana  Parish,  La.,  June,  1841. 

OBSTRUCTION    OF   THE   MENSES. 

Case. — Amy,  a  servant  girl,  belonging  to  H.  D.  Kellogg,  Esq.,  had 
been  laboring  under  an  obstruction  of  the  menses  seven  years.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen,  previous  to  which  time  she  had  been  healthy,  she  expe- 
rienced the  symptoms  that  usually  attend  the  establishment  of  the  men- 
strual discharge,  but  not  followed  with  any  flow  from  the  uterus.  These 
symptoms  returned  regularly  every  month,  with  increased  local  and  gene- 
ral derangement.  At  each  period,  these  symptoms  abated  by  a  sanious 
discharge,  sometimes  by  emesis,  at  other  times  by  catharsis  ;  and  ceased 
entirely  by  eruptions  upon  the  surface  of  the  body  and  a  discharge  of 
purulent  matter,  leaving  her  in  a  condition  that  unfitted  her  for  the  duties 
of  the  plantation.  She  had  been  married  several  years — no  children, 
and  perfectly  indifferent  to  acts  of  conjugal  intercourse.     Commenced  a 
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Skeleton  of  the  great  Missourlum. 


course  of  treatment  In  June,  1S38,  as  follows:  R.  Comp.tr.  guiac, 
§  ii.  ;  tr.  eantharules,  spts.  ammonia  aromat.  aa  §  i.  Dose,  a  leaspoonlul 
tluee  tiiiu's  a  day.  The  IjowcIs  were  acted  upon  \>y  a  catliartic  every 
four  or  five  days,  and  stinudiitnii^  nijivjtions  t^iven  per  va^^inam.  Alter 
pur>uii)i(  tliis  eourse  of  treatment  six  weeks,  the  catamenia  were  secreted 
and  dischart^'eil  naturally  ;  the  eruptions  upon  the  body,  the  sanious  dis- 
charges from  the  stoinaeli  and  bowels,  with  their  piiinful  attending  sym|)- 
toms,  ceased  entirely,  and  her  genei'al  health  became  restored.  She  re- 
sumed her  duties  upon  the  phintation,  entered  into  the  enjoyment  of 
sexual  intercourse,  and  in  process  of  time  presented  her  master  with  an 
increase  of  family.     Since  this  tiuje  she  has  been  healthy  and  fruitful. 
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SKELETON   OF    THE  GREAT  MISSOURIUM. 

To  Dr.  Jarvis,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  we  are  indebted  for  a  pamphlet  of 
twenty  pages,  by  Albert  Koch,  descriptive  of  the  osteology  of  what  the 
author  claims  to  be  a  gigantic,  non-descript,  antediluvian  monster,  which 
he  calls  the  Missourium,  or  Missouri  Leviathan,  now  on  exhibition  at  the 
West.  Mr.  Koch's  history  of  the  discovery,  antl  of  the  Indian  traditions 
which  pointed  to  that  spot  in  the  Slate  of  Missouri  where  he  found  these 
magnificent  remains  of  an  animal  that  transcends  the  wildest  imaginings 
of  naturalists,  and  absolutely  throws  into  disorder  that  beautiful  system  of 
vital  architecture  which  philosophers  conceived  existed  and  characterized 
every  geological  epoch  of  our  globe,  cannot  be  read  without  feelings  of 
wonder  and  astonishment.  Mr.  Koch  is  an  ingenious  man — for  no  com- 
mon-place denizen  could  have  produced  such  a  specimen  of  marvellous 
narrative.  The  skeleton  thus  said  to  be  disentombed,  after  being  con- 
cealed in  the  earth  for  a  countless  series  of  ages,  through  the  persevering 
exertions  of  Mr.  K.  was  brought  to  light  in  the  spring  of  1840.  From 
that  time  till  within  a  few  mondis  he  says  he  has  been  engaged  in  pulling 
bone  to  its  fellow  bone  for  exhibition.  When  completed,  he  must  have  been 
astonished  at  the  result  of  his  labors — for  the  skeleton  measures  32  feet  in 
lenirih,  15  feet  in  height,  and  the  head  is  six  feet  long.  From  one  zygo- 
matic arch  to  ihe  other,  is  4  feet.  Its  tusks  are  10  feet  in  length,  exclu- 
sive of  1  foot  3  inches,  which  forms  the  root,  and  is  therefore  out  of  sight 
in  deep  sockets.  These  were  carried  horizontally,  like  the  feelers  of  an 
insect,  and  were  21  feet  apart  at  their  points.  This  is  but  an  outline  of 
the  vivid  description  by  Mr.  Koch. 

A  more  magnificent  imposition  than  this  probably  never  entered  the 
mind  of  an  adventurer.  A  carefully  written  article  in  the  last  No.  of  the 
Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  exposes  the  whole  trick,  and 
proves,  by  the  most  rigid,  unerring  rules  of  osleological  science,  that  this 
monster  skeleton  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  monstrous  cheat — made 
of  two  mastodon  skeletons,  united  into  one.  The  exposer  of  the  fraud  says 
that  "  Mr.   Koch  has  strung,  on  an  iron  wire,   not  less  than  41  (vertebras) 
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drawn  from  difTcront  riuiinals,  and  placed  tlicrn  atsiirli  dinlanros  from  each 
olIuT,  lluu  ilicir  ()l)li(iuu  processes  do  not  loucli,  (illiiii!^  up  Uie  intervals 
willi  ^inijle  and  double  blocks  of  wood,  about  two  inclies  thick.  In  lliis 
way  l»e  added  about  ten  feet  to  the  len<;lb  of  tbe  ^pinc,  &c."  The  re- 
puied  clavicles  are  two  ribs.  The  feet  never  belonged  to  an  acpialic  ani- 
mal, l)ul  are  recoLjnized,  by  every  accurate  anatomist,  as  those  of  a  mas- 
todon, abominably  distorted  to  appear  to  be  what  they  arc  not.  This  ex- 
jiosure  should  be  made  known  far  and  wide,  thai  Mr.  Koch  and  liis  asso- 
ciates may  be  prevented  (roni  gullin<j  out  of  the  uninformed,  sii^ht-seeing 
public,  that  s|)Ienditl  foriuno  which  they  un(juesiionably  entertain  the 
hope  of  accumulating-. 

Wash'nigto)i  College,  Baltbnore. — The  medical  department  of  this 
University  is  well  or;^anized,  with  a  highly  respectable  faculty.  There  is 
enterprise  and  a  laudable  ambition  there,  the  elements  of  usefulness  and 
greatness.  The  lectures  begin  the  last  Monday  in  October,  and  continue 
four  n)onths.  All  the  tickets,  called  a  full  course,  cost  but  $90 — cheap 
enough  in  all  reason,  considering  the  expense  of  conducting  an  institution 
in  a  large  city.  A  magnificent  collection  of  dried  medicinal  plants,  com- 
prising eleven  hundred  species,  arranged  by  R.  E.  GrilTilh,  M.D.,  formerly 
of  the  University  of  Virginia,  now  belongs  to  the  department  of  materia 
medica.  This  will  be  tiie  fifteenth  session  of  this  school  of  medicine — 
an  evidence  of  its  character  and  prosperity. — There  is  a  rival,  or  rather 
another  school,  in  the  same  city,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  given  at 
a  future  day. 

Neio  York  Orthopedic  Institution. — Orthopedic  institutions  are  multi- 
plying— and,  what  is  better,  great  good  results  from  them.  Drs.  Dorr, 
Brewster  and  Van  Pelt  are  associated  in  the  management  of  the  one 
named  above.  They  have  our  kind  wishes  for  their  success.  Dr.  IVlott 
also  has  an  orthopedic  institution  in  New  York.  Whether  the  city  can 
furnish  a  sufficient  supply  of  cripples  to  keep  them  both  in  active  opera- 
lion,  remains  to  be  ascertained.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  pretty  tnuch 
the  same  zeal  for  opening  eye  and  ear  infirmaries  at  the  West,  that  is 
now  manifested  for  orthopedic  surgery-  There  being  both  tenotomists 
and  anti-lenotomists  in  the  field,  there  is  no  predicting  who  will  be 
conquerors. 

Board  of  Health,  Neiu  Orleans,  Avg.  25M,  1S41. 

The  Board  of  Health  regret  to  have  to  announce  to  their  fellow  citizens, 
that  from  the  monopolizing  character  and  extension  the  acclimating  fever 
has  assumed,  it  must  now  be  considered  an  epidemic  disease.  Though 
mostly  confined  to  the  laboring  classes  and  the  intemperate,  the  chief  mor- 
tality has  been  produced  by  the  tardiness  in  calling  for  aid  during  the  pe- 
riod in  which  alone  it  can  be  efl^ectual.  It  has  been  found  highly  manage- 
able when  taken  in  the  early  stages,  but  fatal  as  it  progresses  without  ade- 
quate assistance.  For  this  there  i-^  no  excuse.  No  city  in  the  world  is 
more  blessed  with  those  benign  philanthropic  associations  and  charitable 
institutions  than  New  Orleans,  from  whose  numerous  olficcrs  and  direc- 
tors, scattered  all  over  the  city,  relief  can  be  obtained  within  any  hour. 

But  the  Board  will  not  confine  itself  nierely  to  announce  the  cxistejice 
of  danger ;  a  word  of  advice  to  the  unacclimaied,  to  avoid  or  resist  its  in- 
fluence, would  seem  to  be  called  for  by  every  dictate  of  duty  and  humanity. 
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Everything  that  throws  the  system  off  its  balance,  either  as  to  quantity 
or  quality  of  clriuk,  fooj,  or  imluli^'eni^e  of  the  pus^sions,  must  be  consider- 
ed intemperate,  m  the  true  acceptation  of  that  term,  impairs  the  integrity 
and  unity  of  the  vital  actions,  urulermines  the  controlling  power  of  the 
constitution,  and  brings  the  predisposition  that  every  unacclirnated  person 
has  durini:  the  existence  of  an  epidemic  into  actiori,  ar»d  becomes  an  ex- 
citing cause  of  the  disease. 

Be  temperate  in  all  things;  let  your  food  be  of  easy  digestion  and  taken 
at  regular  intervals;  if  in  the  habit  of  using  any  class  of  stimulants,  lessen 
their  quantity — break  off  entirely  no  habit  suddenly  in  the  face  of  danger  ; 
it  unsettles  the  system  and  is  hazardous.  Avoid  currents  of  air,  and  par- 
ticularly when  exhausted  by  perspiration — the  dews  of  night,  and  mid- 
day sun,  and  rains.  Keep  your  skin  moist  by  suitable  clothing;  give 
cleanliness  and  vigor  to  it  by  a  free  use  of  the  bath  and  flesh  brush. 
With  these  precautions,  uninriuenced  by  fear — with  equanimity  of  mind, 
and  a  firm  reliance  on  Divine  Providence  —  the  risk  is  small;  the  chief 
danger  is  already  overcome. 

Bui  if.  notwithstanding  these  precautions,  complied  with  or  not,  a  chill 
or  fever  should  occur,  pains  in  the  head,  back  or  limbs,  immediately  go  to 
bed,  put  your  feet  in  a  hot  mustard  bath,  drink  warm  tea,  and  send  for 
those  whose  business  it  is  to  cure  disease.  You  have  gone  far  enough — • 
risk  no  farther:  lose  not  an  hour,  and  ninety-nine  hundreihs  can  be  saved 
in  average  constilulions.  E.    H.   Barton,  M.D.,  President. 


1 


Medical Miscellanij. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cottingham  is  now  livingin  Somer- 
set county,  Maryland,  who,  according  to  the  records  of  her  family,  was  110 
years  old  in  March  last.  She  reads  without  spectacles,  and  has  the  full 
exercise  of  the  niental  powers. — Between  SO  and  100  students  are  said  to 
be  in  attendance  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College. — Dr.  Barilett  has 
written  a  small  work  in  vindication  of  the  condition  and  character  of  the 
female  operatives  of  Lowell.  We  have  not  yet  had  a  copy. — One  of  the 
Thomsonian  journals  speaks  of  the  powerful  diuretic  properties  of  white- 
pine  bark — that  next  the  wood  to  be  used  in  dropsies. — What  has  be- 
come of  all  the  surgical  instrument  makers  of  the  city  ?  Country  practi- 
tioners cannot  find  them  as  formerly,  when  they  wish  their  instruments 
repaired.  The  worst  of  it  is,  they  almost  invariably  leave  behind  them 
their  bills  unsettled. — The  demonstrator  of  anatomy  at  Pitisfield,  Dr. 
Chaffee,  is  spoken  of  in  high  terms.  He  is  officiating  in  place  of  Dr. 
McClintock,  the  professor,  now  at  Caslleion.— Dr.  E.  H.  Barton,  of  New 
Orleans,  has  received  the  honorary  degree  of  A.M.  from  Dickinson  Col- 
lege, Carlisle,  Penn. — The  general  health  at  Havana  is  improving— al- 
though the  sickness  in  the  shipping,  at  the  last  dates,  was  severe.  Yellow 
fever  is  still  on  the  increase  at  New  Orleans.  The  rumor  that  it  had  ap- 
peared at  Charleston,  S.  C,  is  said  to  be  wholly  unfounded. — Mr.  Floyd, 
an  English  surgeon,  who  accomparned  the  expedition  up  the  Euphrates, 
has  written  home  a  vivid  account  of  his  trip,  1100  miles,  in  a  steamboat, 
up  that  celebrated  river.  He  visited  the  site  of  the  ancient  Nineveh, 
Babylon,  &c.— At  St.  Thomas,  County  of  Berthier,  Canada,  on  Friday, 
the  20th  ult.,  Mrs.  Pierre  Auge  was  delivered  of  a  son.  On  Sunday  follow- 
ing, 22d,  the  same  of  a  son  and  daughter  ;  mother  and  children  all  doing 
well.— Among  the  works  lately  published  in  London,  we  notice  "  Three 
Memoirs  on  the  Development  and  Structure  of  the  Teeth  and  Epithelium, 
&c.,  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association,  by  A.  Nasmyth, 
F.L.S.,  F.G.S.,  &c." 
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EiJUATA. — 111  Dr.  Pniuc's  coiMiminicntion,  at  prifjo  78,  lino  44,  for  coinplfto  rr-nd 
cotnplrx  ;  jiiigi'  7'J,  liiu;  17,  for  IMatiniic  rt-ad  I'liitonir  ;  line  27),  for  constiluled  read 
coii.slilules  ;  g^»ge  83,  liiir  1,  Inr  niiii.clcs  read  miriivlr. 

NmiihtT  orilfiitlis  in  Hosiiui  Ibr  lite  wrck  ni(liii>i  Hrpl.  Itli,  '1.').— MiiI«'m,  '27;  n^niiili'M,  18.— Stillborn,  .3. 
Orcoiisiiiiiiitidii,  'J— disinsc  (il'ilir  bowels,  1  —  iiiuriisninM,  1  — diiirrluiMi,  4 — d>n«nH:ry,  2— ii.lliiiiiitifi- 
tioii  1)1"  the  lidutls,  1  — iiiliinlilc,  .'J— (Iih,  '2— (T(iii|i,  2 — (liscit«r  ol  ilii-  btiiiri,  1— Mriiiiri  lever,  2 — iiiMiiio, 
1  —  l\|>lius  lever,  1 — dro|isy,  1 — rlioleiii  inriiiKiiin,  2 — deliriiiiii  irenieiin,  1 — bowel  eomiiliiini,  2— bilious 
fever,  I— dropfi)  on  tin-  brnin,  2— woriii«,  1  —  dropK)  in  tlic  lieiid,  1 — ronvnlnionH,  1  —  ciiiiker,  2 — 
inltiininiiilion  of  tliu  lungs,  i— drojisy  of  iliu  bowels,  1 — inlunipcruncu,  2 — unknown,  1. 
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This  month  has  been  dry  and  fair.     The  cro])s  have  suffered  considerably  for  want  of  rain.     Quan- 
tity of  rain,  2.77  inches.     Baromclcr  has  ranged  from  29.35  to  29.80  ;  thermometer,  from  50  to  86. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    SCHOOL. 

The  subscribers  continue  to  receive  students  in  medicine,  and  to  afford  them  every  advantage  in 
the  pursuit  of  their  jirofession.     The  following  course  will  be  pursued  during  the  ensuing  medical  Near. 

For  those  gentlemen  who  intend  presenting  themselves  for  degrees  after  the  next  series  of  lectures 
at  the  Medical  College  of  Harvard  University,  special  and  minute  e.vamination.s  will  be  held  upon  the 
numerous  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery. 

Students  will  be  admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  the  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.  At  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Bowditch  will  deliver  a 
course  ol  clinical  lectures ;  and  there,  as  well  as  at  the  Infirmary,  practical  lessons  iu  auscultation 
will  be  afforded. 

Occasional  opportunities  will  be  had  for  private  practice  in  midwifery,  surgery,  &c. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  abundant  supi)ly  of  means  for  tlie  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
in  which  branch  the  students  will  be  assisted  by  one  of  the  instructers. 

A  meeting  of  the  students  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  cases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, is  lield  weekly  under  the  superintendence  of  one  ol  the  instructers. 

A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  follows. 

On  Descriptive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by 

Diseases  of  ihe  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by          ... 
Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry,  by 

Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  light,  free  of  expense. 

For  terms,  ajtplv  to  H.  G.  Wiley,  M.D.,  or  to  either  of  the  subscribers. 

M.  S.  PERRY,  M.I).,  412  Washingtcni  st.        C.  H.  .STEDMAN,  M.D.,  7  Hanover  st. 

H.  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D.,  8  Otis  jdace.  H.  G.  WILLY,  M.D.,  467  Washington  st. 

Boston,  Sept.  6,  1841.  S  15— eplm— eopif 


Dr.  STF.DMAJf. 

l)n.  Pi;rrv. 
Dr.  Bowditch. 
Dr.  Wij.ey. 
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Medical  Adverthements. 


MKUICAL   LKCTURKS   IN    BOSTON. 

Thesk  Lt-ctureri  begin  aiiimally  in  the  Meilical  College,  in  Musou  birecl,  Uuatuii,  on  the  first  Wedne»- 
day  ill  N'uveiatier,  and  cuiitiiiue  luur  luuutlid. 


AriHtomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by 

Milwilery  and  Med.  Jurisprudence,  by 

Mjttena  Mediiii,  by       - 

Pnufipies  III  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by 

Chemistry,  by  -  -  -  - 

Theory  and  I'rHCtice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by 


Dr.  Warken, 

l)u.  Chanmno, 

Dh.  Uh;ki.ovv, 

l)u.  ilvvvvviio, 

Dr.  W'ku.steh, 

L>K.S.    WaKK    Hlld    BlOBLUW, 


Tees. 

*  10,00 

lu.ou 

10,U(» 
10,00 

ir),oo 

15,00 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  May  2%,  1811,  it  wwn  f'oted,  That  heriianer  two  full  courses  of 
lectures  in  lhi:i  school  be  reiiuircd  of  ciiiulnlntes  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  Hut  for  one  of 
these  c  •arses  a  substitute  may  be  receiveil  in  a  course  of  let;ture.s  at  nti\  other  medical  institution  in 
which  the  number  of  teachers  in  not  less  than  «ix,  and  in  which  the  (ime  occu|iied  li>  lectures  is  not 
less  than  four  months.  VVaLI'KR  CHANM.NG,  Dean. 

Boston,  August  21,  1841.  S  1— eptN 


L'lNIVHKSl'l'Y   Ob'    NHVV   YOKK— UKPARTMC.N'T   Ol'    IVH:i)lCINi:. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  coiuiiiencc  on  the   last  Monday   of  October  ne.vt,  and  continue 
until  the  ensuing  March. 

V\LiiN  I'lNK  Morr,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
(JavNVtLLK  S.tviip  PvmsoN,  M.D.,  Professor  t)f  Anatomy. 
Juiiv   llciVKUb:,  M.D.,  Prnfe-isor  of  riieory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
MvHTVN   Pvi.vE,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Miidicine  aiul  Materia  Medica. 
GuwiNO  S.   B^iDKOKi),  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
John   VV.  Drvper,  M.D.,  Prole.-,sor  of  Chemistry. 
The  fees  for  a  full  course  of  lectures  amount  to  ijilO).     Malriculatioii  fee,  $,).     Respectable  board 
and  lodiiiiig  can  be  ot)tained  at  from  .$2,50  to  $3,00  per  week. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  wliicli  the  iiosjiitiils  of  New  Vork  ofTer  for  clinical  instr<ictinn,  a  Slroi- 
cvL  CLiNiyiit;  has  been  instituted  iu  the  College  building  under  the  direction  of  the  Professors  of 
Surgery  aud  Anatomy.  JOHN   VV.   DllAPEIl, 

Jy  28 — eoptNl  Htcretary  to  the  Faculty. 


JEFFERSOiX  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Sr.ssiov  OK    l.i4l — 4v?. 

The  regular  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  fust  Monday  of  November. 

RjjLEv  Du.voLisoN,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Lisiitu'.es  of  Medicine  aa.l  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
RoBEiir  M.   Huston,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Gener.il  Tiierapeutics. 
Joseph  PiNCOvsr,  .>Ll).,  Professor  of fJeueral,  Descriptive,  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 
J.  K.  MircHELL,  M.D.,  Prolessor  of  Practice  of  Meilicine. 
Thomv.s  D.  MrrrEii,  M.D.,  Professor  ot  Listitiites  aud  Practice  of  Surgery. 
CiivHLEs  D.  Miiios,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Prvnklin   IJvcitE,  .M.D.,  Professor  olCiieinistry. 
On  aud  after  the  Ilrst  of  October,  the  dissecting  room  will  bo  open,  and   the  Professor  of  Anatomy 
will  give  his  |)ersonal   attendance  thereto.     Clinical  instruction  will  likewise  be  given  at  the  Dispen- 
sary of  the  Colleiie. 

During  the  course,  ample  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for  clinical  instruction;  Professors  Dun- 
glison,  Huston,  aud  Pancoast  being  medical  olficers  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital;  Professor  Meigs  of 
the  Pennsvlvaiiia  llospilnl;   and  Professor  Mutter.  Surneon  to  the  Piul;i(lel,iliia  Dispensary. 

Profijssor  Duiiulison  will  lecture  reizuiarly  on  Clinical  Medicine,  aud  Professor  Pancoast  on  Clinical 
Suigery,  at  the  Phiiadelidiia  Hospital,  throughout  the  course. 

AdJeil  to  these  facilities,  the  Museu  u  of  ilie  Institution  afTords  essential  aid  to  the  student,  by  its 
various  anatomical,  pathological,  and  obstetrical  prejiaraiions  and  drawings,  as  well  as  by  the  diversi- 
fied s|)eciiueus  of  genuine  and  spurious  artichis,  and  [dates,  drawings,  &c.,  for  illustrating  tlie  materia 
medica.  These,  with  the  numerous  aud  varied  s|teciinens  that  have  been  recently  added  from  the 
private  collections  of  tiie  niembers  of  the  facultv,  reinler  the  Museum  and  Cabinets  more  rich  and 
effective  for  the  purjjose  of  Medical  Instruction  tliaii  tliev  have  ever  been. 

ROBKRT  M.  HUSTON,  M.D. ,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

MEDICAL    liNS'l'ITLTION    OF    YALE    COlJJ:(7E. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures,  for  the  term  of  1841-2,  will  commence  on  Thursday,  September  30, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 


Chemistry  aiul  Piiarmacy,  by- 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by 
Materia  Medica  and  Tiierapeutics,  by 
Principles  aud  Practice  of  Surgery,  by 
Obstetrics,  by  -  -  -  -  - 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by      -        - 

Fees  for   a  full  course,  .S76,  to  be  paid  in  advance, 
moderate  expense.     Graduation  fee,  $15. 


Yale  College.,  New  Huven,  July  6,  1841. 


Benjamin  Sir.HMAN,  M.D.  LL.D. 
-      El, I  Ives,  M.D. 

Willi  v.M  Tclly,  M.D. 
Jo.NvTHvN  Knight,  M.D. 
Timothy  P.  Beeiis,  M.D. 

CllAKLES    HOOKEII,    M.D. 

Abundant  facilities  for  dissections  at    a  very 
CHARLES  HOOKER,  Sec'ry. 


Jy  14— tsep28 


VACCL\E    VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Rditor  of  the  Boston  Medical  aud  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  po'it  paiit,  without  wiiich  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  oflice.  June  19 
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OPr.RATIONS   FOR   CLUB-FOOT    AND    CURVATURE   OF    THE   SFINE. 

[Coiiiinuuicated  lor  ihc  I{o.slon  McnJical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Df.cembkk  9,  1840,  Miss  A.  E.,  aetat.  25,  daughter  of  a  distinguished 
clei'iiyinan,  now  deceased,  jilaced  lierself  under  niy  care.  She  has  varus 
conL;cMiitiis  of  the  left  fool,  of  the  third  degree.  The  temperature  of  the 
linih  is  lower,  and  the  foot  smaher  than  the  other.  The  leg  is  also 
smaller,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  shorter  than  its  fellow.  The  tarsal  bones 
are  loose  and  easily  moved  on  each  other.  She  is  constitutionally  slender 
and  dedicate,  and  has  not  enjoyed  good  health  from  infancy.  Tlie  spine 
is  badly  curved,  in  consequence  of  iier  irregular  manner  of  walking;  and 
the  sternum  hollowed  in  posteriorly,  so  as  to  impede  the  free  action  of  the 
lungs  and  heart.  She  has  frequent  palpitations,  and  labors  for  breath,  par- 
ticularly on  going  up  an  ascent,  or  making  a  hurried  effoi't  of  any  kind. 

16ih.  Divided  the  tendo-Achillis,  and  the  tibialis  anticus,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  and  applied  my  apparatus,  as  usual, 
on  the  same  day. 

17th.   Has  had  no  pain, 'and  rested  well. 

26th.  Removed  the  dressings  for  the  second  time.  Found  the  punc- 
ture made  in  dividing  the  tendo-Achillis,  somewhat  inflamed,  and  had  a 
festering  appearance.  The  ankle  was  slightly  swollen.  Applied  empl. 
plumhi,  and  bandaged  the  leg. 

27th.  Found  the  appearance  of  the  puncture  much  as  yesterday.  The 
orifice  was  open,  and  not  healed  as  usual  by  the  first  intention.  In  doing 
this  opei-ation,  I  made  use  of  a  knife,  in  breadth  not  more  than  the  twelfth 
of  an  inch,  but  the  integuments  were  more  divided  than  usual  when  i  use 
the  tenotome.     Probably  some  air  was  admitted. 

29th.  On  removin<'-  the  dressin^Ts,  found  the  orifice  not  healed,  and 
discharging  a  thin,  ichorous  matter.  Tlie  skin  was  inflamed  around  it, 
and  the  integuments  adhered  to  the  tendon.  Applied  court  jilaster, 
bathed  the  limb  with  camphorated  spirit,  and  bandaged  the  foot  and  leg. 
At  niiiht  applied  a  poultice  made  of  sol.  ant.  plumbi  and  bread. 

3 1st.  Appears  much  better.  Inflammation  has  subsided,  and  the  parts 
look  more  healthy. 

Jan.  5th,  1841.  There  is  .some  oedematous  swelling  of  the  ankle,  but 
the  orifice  has  closed.      Continued  bandages  and  spirituous  solution. 

20th.  P;it  on  a  boot.  She  is  to  wear  this  during  the  day,  and  apply 
the  apparatus  at  night. 

May  23d.  It  is  now   nearly  five  months  since  Miss  A.  E.'s  foot  was 
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operated  upon.  She  has  walked  very  well,  and  occasionally  in  the 
streets,  for  the  last  two  months  ;  and  for  a  longer  lime  about  ilie  house. 
The  foot  is  nearly  normal,  and  she  begins  to  think  about  taking  measures 
for  correcting  the  curvatures  in  the  spine. 

On  minute  examination,  I  find  she  has  four  lateral  curves.  The  upper 
one  extends  quite  up  to  the  os  occipitis.  She  inclines  her  head  to  die 
right,  and  is  in  the  habit  of  resting  it  on  the  right  fore-arm  and  hand  ; 
the  elbow  being  supported  on  a  table,  chair,  or  any  convenient  article  that 
may  be  near  her.  The  greatest  curvature  is  situated  about  the  middle  of 
the  dorsal  vertebrae,  with  its  convexity  towards  the  right  side.  The  devia- 
tion here  is  two  inches  from  the  mesial  line.  The  rii^ht  shoulder  is  ele- 
vated.  The  right  scapula  projects,  and  there  is  very  considerable  excur- 
vation  of  the  ribs  on  this  side.  1  asked  her  if  she  was  willing  1  should 
cut  her  back.  She  unhesitatingly  said  yes.  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  my 
friend  and  brother-in-law,  was  called  in  consultation.  He  advised  to  an 
operation. 

May  25th.  Divided  this  day  the  longissimus  dorsi,  the  sacro-lumbalis, 
and  trapezius,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren  and  Dr.  J.  V.  C. 
Smith.  There  was  very  little  blood  lost  in  the  two  operations,  and  she 
bore  them  with  that  cheerfulness  and  equanimity  which  so  strongly  mark 
her  character.  While  in  the  act  of  dividing  the  muscles,  she  was  asked 
if  it  hurt  her.  She  smiled,  and  said  "a  little — not  much."  A  compress 
was  applied  and  secured  by  a  bandage. 

26th.  Slept  little  last  night,  owing  principally  to  the  compress,  which 
was  rather  thick,  and  the  ti^jhtness  of  the  banda<Te.  Removed  the  ban- 
dage  and  compress,  and  applied  a  common  poultice,  moistened  with  tinct. 
opii.  She  suffers  no  inconvenience  from  the  division  of  the  trapezius. 
Afternoon  of  this  day,  she  is  now  quite  comfortable  ;  has  slept  considera- 
ble ;  still  feels  some  dull  pain  in  her  back.  Recommended,  if  it  con- 
tinued, 25  drops  of  tinct.  opii  at  night — also  sol.  sulph.  magnesia. 

27th.  Slept  well.  Says  she  has  no  pain,  but  a  weary  sensation  in  her 
back.  Laid  four  hours  on  the  extension  plane  this  morning,  without  its 
causing  the  least  uneasiness. 

2Sth.  Slept  well.  Suffers  no  pain  or  uneasy  sensation  in  the  back  or 
neck.  In  fact,  the  division  of  the  trapezius  has  occasioned  no  inconve- 
nience whatever,  from  the  first.  She  has  moved  her  head  with  perfect 
freedom.  There  is  a  slight  tenderness  in  the  back  on  pressure  upon  the 
parts  where  the  muscles  were  divided. 

31st.  Has  had  no  pain  since  last  date.  Has  spent  most  of  the  days  on 
the  extension  plane,  and  a  part  of  each  night.     Back  much  improved. 

June  15th.  The  back  continues  to  improve  daily,  but  she  complains 
that  in  walking  her  foot  inclines  on  the  outer  side.  On  examination,  1 
find  that  the  foot  has  outgrown  the  shoe  of  the  boot,  and  consequently 
the  foot  is  cramped  and  twisted,  which  causes  the  weight  of  the  body 
to  rest  too  much  on  the  outer  mari^inal  surface.  I  retrret  that  I  had  not 
known  this  circumstance  before,  as  it  might  easily  have  been  prevented  by 
substituting  a  suitable  boot.  She  has  now  been  walkintr  for  some  weeks 
in  this  cramped  condition  of  the  foot. 
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I81I1.  Tliink  it  best  to  ro-fliv'ulo  tliti  tibialis  antinus,  and  tbc  alKJuctor 
propius  policis  pedes,  and  ic-apply  tbc  l()()l-ap|)aralii.s,  whicb  I  did. 

Julv  1st.  JMiss  A.  E.  woic  ilic  foot  apparaliis  nearly  a  woek,  witbout 
atteniplini;  to  walk  ;  after  wliieb  she  bad  a  boot  made  adapted  to  tbe  im- 
proved state  of  ibe  foot,  and  sufliciently  loni;,  since  wbieb  sbe  bas  taken 
her  usnal  walks,  wiili  perfect  ease  to  berself,  and  wilb  tbc  sole  of  tbe  foot 
reslini;  naturallv  on  llie  sole  of  the  boot. 

Sept.  (3lh.  The  foot  is  almost  entirely  restored.  It  is  now  fonrteen 
weeks  since  the  operation  on  tbe  back.  Sbe  has  passed  one  W(jck  of  the 
time  in  tbe  country.  With  this  exception,  sbe  bas  very  steadily  pursued 
a  course  of  orthopedic  means  to  bring  tbe  spine  into  a  normal  shape. 
The  greatest  deviation  now  is  only  one  fourth  of  an  inch  from  the;  mesial 
line.  She  bas  gained  over  an  inch  in  height,  and  her  health  has  very 
much  improved.  Notwithstanding  the  various  operations  on  her  foot  and 
back,  and  the  various  mechanical  means  she  bas  made  use  of,  she  bas 
been  regularly  gaining  flesh  and  strength  ;  and  ber  health  is  in  every  re- 
spect much  better  than  when  sbe  came  to  Boston.  She  is  still  continuing 
orthopedic  exercises.  John  B.  Brown. 

Boston,  Sept.  13,  1841. 


DR.  DAVENPORT'S  CASES   OF  STRABISMUS   DIVERGENS. 

[Concluded  from  page  93,] 

Case  V. — July  236/.  Miss  Catbarine  St.  Leger,  Franklin  street,  was 
recommended  to  my  care  by  Dr.  John  D.  Fisher,  on  account  of  divergent 
strabismus  of  tbe  right  eye,  of  which  ber  friends  give  tbe  following  report, 
viz. :  that  while  a  child  of  a  few  years  of  age,  playing  with  other  chil- 
dren, she  received  a  blow  upon  tbe  right  eye  with  a  pebble,  which  occa- 
sioned a  severe  and  long-continued  inflammation,  and  upon  the  subsidence 
of  the  ophthalmia  tbe  squinting  was  first  observed;  and  this  eye  bas  re- 
mained irritable,  and  subject  often  to  attacks  of  inflammation,  since  the 
accident.  The  squint  is  very  decided,  and  is  a  serious  drawback  upon 
the  patient's  good  looks.  Tbe  vision  of  the  strabismal  eye  is  so  much 
impaired,  that  with  it  she  can  distinguish  merely  tbe  centre  bar  of  a  win- 
dow. When  both  eyes  are  open,  the  pupil  of  each  corresponds  both  in 
size  and  degree  of  motion  ;  but  the  sound  eye  being  closed,  the  pupil  of 
the  squinting  eye  instantly  becomes  largely  dilated  and  fixed  ;  which  last 
circumstance,  taken  in  connection  with  the  blindness,  sufficiently  indicates 
tbe  j)resence  of  partial  amaurosis.  The  irides  are  blue,  and  the  move- 
ments of  tbe  right  eye  alone  (the  other  being  closed)  are  normal.  Gene- 
ral health  is  good.  In  tbe  presenf^e  of  Drs.  John  C.  Warren,  J.  Mason 
Warren,  and  Eastman  of  Portland,  I  divided,  with  scissors  and  blunt  hook, 
the  external  rectus  muscle,  by  which  tbe  eye  was  brought  into  the  cen- 
tre of  the  orbit,  both  eyes  looking  forward.  Being  requested  to  turn  the 
eye  outward,  tbe  patient  was  able  to  effect  this  movement  to  more  than 
half  way  between  the  cornea  and  the  external  canthus.  and  this  notwith- 
standing the  complete  division  of  tbe  muscle  and  investing  fascia.  When 
at  rest,  the  eyes  again  became  straight.     In  this  operation  there  was  con- 
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siderable  hemorrhaije,  and  extensive  ecchyinosis  occurred  at  the  lime, 
from  tlie  escape  of  the  blood  into  tlie  loose  subconjiiiiclival  cellular  tissue. 
Apply  compress  with  iced  water,  and  taUe  two  ounces  of  the  solution  of 
the  sulphate  of  magnesia. 

24M.  The  hemorrhage  soon  ceased  upon  applying  the  iced  water. 
Now  there  is  no  pain,  and  but  little  uneasiness  about  the  eye  ;  the  ecchy- 
mosis  has  extended  to  the  internal  canlhus,  foiming  half  of  a  circle  round 
the  cornea.  Tiie  eye  is  in  the  centre  of  the  orbll.  May  close  the  sound 
eye  and  exercise  the  other. 

^Ith.  The  ecchymosis  Ims  in  a  great  .measure  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  bears  the  light  well.  With  the  eye  operated  upon  she  is  now 
able  to  read  large  letters  on  a  handbill. 

Aag.  \2th.  The  eye  looks  perfectly  well  and  retains  a  correct  position. 
Can  now  distinguish  letters  of  less  than  half  the  size  of  those  above 
mentioned. 

Case  VI. — This  case  presents  the  only  instance  in  which  1  have  met 
with  double  divergent  strabismus;  and  being  in  all  respects  of  an  unfa- 
vorable character,  I  advised  the  patient  of  the  small  chance  it  atibrded  of 
a  successful  result.  VVitli  this  understanding  I  was  willing  to  make  the 
attempt,  hoping  that  the  deformity,  which  was  very  great,  would  at  least 
be  somewhat  diminished  thereby. 

Miss  M.  D.,  [Et.  24,  the  patient  referred  to — a  young  lady  of  intelli- 
gence and  resolution — was  recommended  to  me  by  Dr.  II.  B.  C.  Greene. 
Her  mother  informs  me  that  at  the  age  of  two  years,  she  was  attacked 
with  inflamiT)ation  ([)robably  of  a  strun)ous  character)  in  the  right  eye,  and 
that  three  years  afterwards  the  same  occurred  in  the  opposite  eye.  After 
the  ophthalmia  had  subsided,  opacities  were  observed  upon  the  cornea  of 
each  eye.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  from  that  time,  the  ex- 
istence of  strabismus  was  noticed  by  the  family.  Present  appearances : 
if  the  patient  directs  the  right  eye  (being  that  upon  which  she  depends 
for  useful  vision)  upon  an  object  immediately  before  her,  the  left  eye  turns 
outward  so  that  the  external  margin  of  the  cornea  is  partially  concealed 
by  the  eyelids  ;  but  when  her  attention  is  not  particularly  fixed  upon  any 
object,  both  eyes  diverge — the  right  slightly.  13y  closing  the  right  eye  she 
can  readily  bring  the  left  into  the  centre,  but  cannot  turn  it  fully  towards 
the  internal  canthus.  Both  corne?e  are  opaque.  The  opacity  of  the  left  is 
diffused  or  nebulous,  and  is  situated  directly  over  the  pupil,  while  that 
of  the  right  is  dense  and  pearl  colored,  like  albugo,  and  is  somewhat  to 
the  right  of  the  pupil — which  circumstance  may  explain  the  evident  ten- 
dency in  this  eye  to  diverge,  as  by  so  doing  more  light  is  adinitled  through 
the  pupil  ;  and  this  object  is  assisted  by  a  habit  of  inclining  her  head  a 
little  towards  the  left  when  reading  or  sewing.  In  this  way  she  is  enabled 
to  see  well  with  the  right  eye,  but  the  vision  of  the  other  is  much  im- 
paired. The  irldes  are  of  a  blue  color,  and  the  pupils  dilate  and  contract 
naturally.     The  eyeballs  are  well  formed  and  rather  prominent. 

Assisted  by  Dr.  Greene,  Dr.  Gay,  and  Dr.  Tuck  of  Barnstable,  I  di- 
vided the  external  straight  muscle  of  the  left  eye,  according  to  the  plan 
pursued  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Hall,  of  England.  An  aperture  or  incision  was 
made  through  the  conjunctiva,  from  two  to  three  lines  from  the  external 
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margin  of  tlio  cornea,  and  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  inferior  margin  of  tlie 
rectus  exlernus  muscle;  into  this  was  introduced  the  |)rohe- pointed  blade 
ol  the  scissors,  which  was  pushed  hori/ontahy  lowaids  th*.'  hody  of  the 
muscle,  and  (hcu  hy  dcpicssini;  the  handhj  and  directing  the  hiade  up- 
ward, it  was  parsed  beneath  the  tendon,  and  by  closing  the  blades  the 
teijflon,  cellular  membrane  and  conjunctiva  were  divided  by  one  stroke. 
In  this  particular  case,  a  curved  probe  was  passed  under  the  tendon  be- 
fore introducing  the  blade  of  the  scissors,  but  this  is  an  unnecessary  pre- 
caution, besides  w  hi(di  it  prolongs  the  operation.  Upon  unclosing  the 
opposite  eye,  the  left  was  nearly  or  quite  straight,  and  the  right  as  before 
— a  little  divergent.  For  a  single  instant,  the  patient  had  double  vision, 
which  passed  away  like  a  flash  and  did  not  recur.  Tliis  phenomenon, 
equally  strange  and  unexpected,  causgd  her  much  alarm,  which  was  hap- 
])ily  of  momentary  duration.  Tlie  tendon,  in  this  case,  was  broad  and 
flat  ;  it  was  completely  divided,  and  the  sclerotica  was  exposed  to  a  con- 
siderable extent;  yet  upon  making  the  experiment,  it  was  found  that  the 
eye  could  be  turned  outward  much  beyond  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  as  in 
Case  V.  At  the  same  time  the  patient  had  regained  the  full  power  of 
turning  the  eye  into  the  inner  canthus. 

S\st.  Looking  with  the  right  eye,  the  left  still  inclines  a  little  out- 
ward ;  otherwise  doing  well.  Likewise  the  patient  reports  that  the  vision 
of  the  eye  operated  upon  has  improved  since  the  operation.  She  was 
directed  to  cover  the  right  eye  and  make  use  of  the  left.  This  direction 
was  not  fully  complied  with,  from  ari  apprehension,  on  her  part,  that  it 
would  lead  to  permanent  injury  of  the  other  eye. 

With  regard  to  the  final  result  of  this,  case,  sufficient  time  has  not 
elapsed  to  enable  me  to  speak  with  certainty.  There  is  an  evident  im- 
provement, which  may  be  permanent  or  may  not,  and  the  case  may  be 
subjected  to  another  operation. 

A  short  time  since  I  was  consulted  by  the  father  of  a  boy,  about  five 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  subject  since  infancy  to  divergent  strabismus 
of  the  right  eye.  L^pon  examination.  I  found  that  both  eyes  were  ex- 
tremely myopic  (the  focal  distance  in  reading  common  ])rint,  being  less 
than  four  inches),  and  were  affected  with  constant  oscillation,  similar  to 
what  occurs  in  connection  with  congenital  cataract  and  other  congenital 
diseases  of  the  eye  that  impair  the  power  of  vision.  There  was  no  ap- 
parent disparity  in  the  vision  of  the  two  eyes,  and  in  reading  both  cor- 
responded in  direction  ;  but  the  moment  his  attention  was  directed  to  any 
distant  object,  the  right  eye  diverged  widely  from  the  centre.  The  child's 
motlier  (now  deceased)  had  divergent  strabismus  of  one  eye.  Division 
of  the  muscle  being  deemed  premature,  I  advised  ^U.  F.  to  let  the  boy 
wear,  except  when  engaged  in  reading  or  in  school,  a  pair  of  concave 
glasses  accurately  adapted  to  cnrh  eye,  and  having  the  right  outer  half 
of  the  riiiht  glass  ground  or  olhc^rwise  remlered  obscure,  so  that  the  pupil 
might  be  directed  forward  tow  aids  the  transparent  portion.  For  this  sug- 
gestion, as  well  as  for  nnich  valuable  assistance  in  ophthalmic  operations,  I 
am  indebted  to  Dr.  H.  B.  Inches. 

Dissection  of  the  Eye,  after  the  Operation  for  the  Care  of  Strabis- 
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THUS. — This  notice  is  taken  IVorn  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  and  if  it 
lias  not  aheady  appeared  in  the  Journal,  1  will  tliank  you  to  puhlish  it. 

"  George  Clark,  xt.  30,  had  an  operation  in  St.  George's  Hospital  for 
strabismus  divergens  on  1st  December,  and  died  liom  pulmonary  disease 
on  1st  January.  The  eye  and  its  a})pen(lages  were  removed  and  carefully 
dissected.  It  was  found  that  the  external  rectus  was  completely  divided, 
just  at  the  part  where  it  was  beginning  to  be  tendinous ;  that  the  muscle 
itself  had  retracted  to  the  distance  of  about  thr(»e  fourths  of  an  inch  from 
its  natural  attachment,  but  that  it  i^till  remained  attached  to  the  globe  by  a 
strong  band  of  cellular  tissue.  This  band  was  about  three  lines  in  width, 
and  six  in  length,  and  was  attached  to  the  ball  of  the  eye  about  two  lines 
behind  the  original  insertion  of  the  muscle  ;  and  such  was  its  strenL'th, 
tbat  it  admitted  of  being  pretty  forcibly  pulled  upon  without  giving  way. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  band  consisted  of  the  loose  cellular  mem- 
brane, which  naturally  connects  the  muscle  with  the  globe,  stretched  into 
this  elongated  form,  and  afterwards  condensed  by  inflammation. 

"  Q^uery. — What  part  docs  the  investing  fascia  of  the  straight  muscles 
take  in  the  re-union  of  the  divided  muscle  with  the  globe?" 

Case  of  Intermittent  Strabismus. — While  upon  the  subject  of  strabis- 
mus, I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  a  brief  sketch 
of  a  well-marked  case  of  the  periodical  or  intermittent  form  of  that  dis- 
ease, which  I  was  allowed  to  examine  by  the  kindness  of  Dr.  John 
Flint,  who  attends  the  family.  The  details  were  furnished  me  by  the 
mother  of  the  child,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  observation. 

H.  C.  W.,  between  three  and  four  years  of  age,  an  active  but  delicate 
child,  wilh  eyes  of  a  dark-hazel  color,  and  of  a  remarkable  clearness  and 
brilliancy.  When  about  18  months  old,  her  mother  noticed,  for  the  first 
time,  that  strabismus  convergens  of  each  eye  occurred  spontaneously  for  the 
period  of  three  successive  days,  and  always  towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
day,  and  having  on  each  day  continued  for  the  space  of  a  few  moments 
only,  the  obliquity  entirely  disappeared.  Three  or  four  weeks  subse- 
quently, upon  waking  from  sleep,  both  eyes  were  again  inverted,  and 
this  attack  or  paroxysm  continued  until  bed-time.  The  following  day 
both  eyes  were  straight,  but  on  the  next  or  third  day,  both  turned  about 
noon,  and  so  remained  until  she  retired  for  the  night.  After  a  second 
interval  of  three  or  four  weeks,  she  again  had  a  recurrence  of  the  squint 
upon  waking  in  the  morning;  but  after  a  sleep  at  noon,  the  eyes  were 
straight.  In  tlie  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  her  eyes  were  observed  to 
be  turned  for  several  days  in  succession,  the  squint  commencing  about 
mid-day  and  lasting  till  night — being  straight  upon  rising  each  morning. 
On  one  afternoon,  while  slightly  indisposed,  Mrs.  W.  observed  that  the 
child's  eyes  were  alternately  crossed,  and  then  became  straight,  several 
times  during  the  space  of  a  few  minutes;  or,  in  other  words,  there  oc- 
curred a  quick  succession  of  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  straight  mus- 
cles of  the  eyes.  Shortly  afterwards  the  squint  became  confirmed  in 
the  left  eye,  the  right  ceasing  to  be  subject  to  it,  and  the  paroxysms 
recurred  regularly  on  alternate  days.  It  would  be  more  exact  to  say  that 
after  lasting  throughout  one  entire  day,  the  following  morning  there  oc- 
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ciirred  an  intermission,  which  varied  in  (luraiion  from  several  hours  to  a 
whole  day,  to  he  succeeded  on  the  next  by  th(;  n'«^Ml;u-  qnoiidian  parox- 
ysm, if  1  m;iy  be  allowed  the  use  of  the  term.  Wiih  a  lew  exceptions 
to  he  noticed  presiMitly,  this  has  heen  the  course  of  th(;  complaint  for 
more  than  twelve  months.  First,  at  ahoul  2  years  of  age  she  was  altark- 
cd  suddenly  with  c()n\  ulsions,  allcr  which  hoih  eyes  were  straight  during 
that  and  the  succeeding  day.  The  sanu!  thing  took  place  six  morilhs  af- 
terwards, when  she  had  a  second  attack  of  convulsions.  These  two,  I 
may  observe,  are  the  only  attacks  of  convulsions  she  has  had,  on  which 
point  1  was  jiarticular  in  my  inquiries,  from  the  belief  that  such  are  not 
inii(H]uently  the  cause  of  strabismus.  Second,  in  November  last,  making 
a  visit  into  the  country,  she  travelled  several  miles  upon  a  rail-road,  and 
complained  that  the  motion  of  the  cars  produced  a  sensation  of  dizziness, 
with  some  nausea.  Soon  after  arriving  at  their  place  of  destination,  she 
was  somewhat  indisposed,  and  the  left  eye  became  inverted,  and  continued 
so  for  about  five  days  without  any  intermission.  Her  return  to  Boston, 
by  the  same  mode  of  conveyance,  occasioned  the  same  unpleasant  feel- 
ings, and  produced  the  same  effect  on  the  eye. 

With  regard  to  the  health  of  this  patient,  her  mother  states  that  she 
has  never  been  seriously  ill,  with  the  exception  of  the  attacks  of  convul- 
sions above  mentioned,  nor  did  she  suffer  much  from  dentition,  to  which 
cause  the  convulsions  did  not  seem  referable.  Now  the  child  appears 
to  be  in  perfect  health,  and  her  power  of  vision  is  nowise  impaired. 

Boston,  No.  11  Winter  street,  Aug.  I4th,  1841. 
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Venesection. — In  1798,  influenced  by  the  high  authority  of  Dr.  Rush, 
bloodletting  was  carried  to  a  great  height.  From  the  expectation,  that 
by  the  combined  force  of  this  mode  of  depletion,  together  with  the  purga- 
tive properties  and  specific  action  of  calomel,  this  formidable  enemy  might 
be  overcome,  recourse  was  had  to  copious  detractions  of  the  vital  fluid. 
As  to  the  quantity,  we  were  scarcely  guided  by  admeasurement ;  we  per- 
mitted the  blood  to  flow  until  we  imagined  the  symptoms  were  in  some 
degree  ameliorated.  In  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases,  profuse  bleedings 
were  productive  of  exhaustion  to  such  an  extent  that  the  possibility  of  reco- 
very was  greatly  diminished.  There  indeed  may  arise  certain  conditions  in 
which  a  well-timed  and  judicious  use  of  the  lancet  may  be  attended  with 
benefit ;  but  the  cause  of  the  fever  cannot  be  extinguished  by  abstractions 
of  blood,  however  copious.  In  contagious,  or  self-limited  diseases,  the 
sole  object  of  depiction  is  to  remove  irritation,  from  whatever  source  it 
may  spring.  If  the  "cause"  of  the  yellow  fever,  therefore,  depend  upon 
a  peculiar  kind  of  inflammation  which  may  be  increased  by  excessive  vas- 
cular action,  all  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  venesection  is  the 
emission  of  as  much  blood  as  is  sufficient  to  take  off  the  excess ;  a  few 
ounces  more  than  enough  to  produce  this  effect  depress  the  strength  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  retard  recovery,  and  sometimes  induce  fatal  debility. 
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Hence  it  requires  great  acumen  and  tact  to  hit  u[i(>n  ihe  proper  time  for 
venesection,  and  the  proper  (juaiitiiy  of  hlood  to  be  drawn. — The  word 
hit  is  employed,  because,  on  account  of  the  circulatory  organs  bcinj; 
thrown  into  great  comniotion  by  the  cause  of  the  fever,  tlie  pulse  aliljrds 
no  criterion  by  which  we  can  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  disease. 
From  the  anatomico-pathological  researches  by  minds  of  superior  sagacity 
and  experience,  no  appreciable  inflammation  (to  subdue  which,  of  all  the 
remedies  made  use  of,  especially  in  the  yellow  fever,  copious  venesections 
are  considered  by  some  the  "  sine  qua  non  ")  is  found  in  either  of  the 
viscera  of  the  three  cavities.  It  is  otherwise  in  pneumonia,  in  which, 
when  the  pulse  is  full,  hard  and  frequent,  the  taking  of  blood  in  suilicient 
quantity  to  lower  vascular  action  and  give  freedom  to  respiration  may  not 
be  injurious  ;  but  when,  though  full  and  frequent,  it  be  easily  compres- 
sible, this  mode  of  depletion  must  be  resorted  to  on  no  consideration  ;  the 
compressibility  of  the  pulse  being  the  result  of  nervous  irritation  and  not 
of  inflammation. 

in  E.  Shaituck's  case,  it  maybe  inferred  spontaneous  hemorrhage  hav- 
ing had  a  great  agency  in  causing  the  recession,  and  determining  the  first 
stage  of  tlie  fever,  it  affords  a  strong  presumption  in  favor  of  the  utility  of 
vascular  depletion,  and,  therefore,  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  Because 
the  violence  of  the  fever  is  niitigated  by  spontaneous  hemorrhage,  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  a  corres()onding  relief  will  be  experienced  by 
drawing  blood  by  artificial  means.  The  spontaneous  effort  of  nature  to 
relieve  itself,  the  sudden  and  salutary  change  that  ensues,  the  precise  lime 
when  the  hemorrhage  will  do  the  most  good,  as  well  as  the  quantity  to  be  • 
discharged,  cannot  be  iniitated.  Hence  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
venesection  is,  at  best,  precarious.  Spontaneous  hemorrhage  does  not 
often  prove  critical.  "  iVlr.  Gibson,  of  the  Bombay  Medical  Department, 
pronounces,  that  bleeding  is  not  to  be  hazarded,  except  occasionally,  to 
the  new-comer,  and  that  spontaneous  hemorrhages,  instead  of  ))roving 
critical,  have  always  seemed  to  hasten  death,  and  indeed,  without  a  single 
exception,  in  his  experience,  to  prove  fatal."  In  the  case  before  us,  how- 
ever, as  the  blood,  instead  of  being  dissolved  and  putrid,  resembled  in 
color  and  consistence  that  drawn  in  inflammatory  diseases,  venesection 
might  have  done  no  injury  ;  but  nevertheless  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a 
general  rule,  that  bloodletting  does   "  no  good." 

In  1819,  I  performed  the  operation  but  twice;  which  was  of  no  ser- 
vice in  one  instance  ;  in  the  other,  which  was  the  case  of  Mrs.  Mc Par- 
land,  who  was  enceint,*  the  immediate  result  seemed  to  make  a  favorable 
impression  on  the  disease.  (It  so  happened,  her  room  being  in  a  state 
of  disorder,  I  let  blood  while  this  lady  was  in  an  erect  posture.)  As  to 
the  quantity,  which  was  twelve  ounces,  I  was  governed  by  the  influence 
it  had,  while  flowing,  in  altering  the  character  of  her  pulse.  The  blood 
was  contained  in  a  pint  bowl ;  its  surface  was  convex,  sizy  and  light 
colored  ;  in  form,  consistence  and  color,  an  exact  contrast  to  buff.  But 
as  this  operation  was  followed  immediately  by  an  emetic,  and  such  other 
remedies  as  the  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate,  the  advantage  to  be  de- 


*  For  orthography,  see  Webster's  Dictionary. 
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rlvod  fioin  It  was  jimhlrmnlirnl.     In  my  o|)inioti,  liowovor,  it   cooperated 
with  the  other  rnncdics  in  jjiochiciiiLi;  a  siicccsslul  n^.siilt. 

rinally,  proliiso  hlccdiii^s  are  of  duuhflul  eflicacy,  and  oii<;ht  not  to  he 
hazarded  wiihoiil  the  most  matuio  delih(M'ali()ii  ;  tlie  practice  of  indis- 
crimin;il(>  (lepldioii  hy  Ijloodlcltin'j;  and  calomel,  with  tlui  view  of  extin- 
gnishiiii;  th(>   ••  eanse  "   of  yellow  lever,  is  ))reposterons. 

With  regard  to  venesection,  it  may  not  h<;  nniiilerestin<;  to  review  tlie 
coidlictinir  o|)inions  of  practitioners  who  have  snstained  a  hiuh  rank  in 
their  profession,  and  whose  experience  has  heen  extensive.  '^IV)  efTect 
this  ohjeet,  reconrsc  will  again  he  had  to  Dr.  Good's  "  Study  of  Medicine." 

"  Dr.  Lind,  Dr.  Clark  and  Dr.  Balfour,  whose  authorities  w(Me  im- 
plicitly allow  ed  and  suhmitled  to  some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  since,  shud- 
dered at  the  thought  of  the  lancet,  and  generally  commenced  witli  clear- 
ing the  stomach  and  intestinal  tube  by  gentle  emetics,  or  purgatives,  or 
both,  &,c.  The  last  of  these  physicians  had  recourse  to  the  lancet  where 
there  was  obvious  proof  of  very  violent  local  affection. 

"  The  times,  however,  are  changed,  and  by  lar  the  more  popular  plan 
of  late  years  has  consisted  in  active,  profuse  and  repeated  venesections, 
&ic.  Dr.  Rush,  regarding  the  inflammatory  impetus  as  the  sole  cause  of 
danger,  l)oldly  resolved  to  lay  prostrate,  if  possible,  the  morbid  Hercules 
at  its  birth,  by  bleeding,  acconling  to  the  state  of  the  pulse,  two  or  tliree 
times  a  day  during  the  first  two  days,  and  by  following  the  same  plan  as 
long  as  a  sinule  germ  of  an  inflammatory  diathesis  should  continue  to 
be  manifest.  '  1  paid  no  regard,'  says  he,  '  to  the  dissolved  state  of  the 
blood,  when  it  appeared  on  the  first  or  second  day  of  the  disorder,  but 
repeated  the  bleedings  afterwards,  in  every  case,  when  the  pulse  continued 
to  indicate  it.'  This  plan  he  often  pursued  through  the  fifth,  and  even 
the  seventh  day,  in  the  course  of  which  peiiod,  from  a  hundred  to  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  ounces  of  blood  were  frequently  taken  away  by  six  or 
eight  applications  of  the  lancet. 

"Blood,  instead  of  being  taken  away  gradually  and  successively  on  the 
principle  of  a  gradual  depletion,  in  conformity  to  the  practice  of  Dr.  Rush, 
has  by  many,  and  especially  by  Dr.  Jackson,  who  seems  to  have  intro- 
duced the  practice,  been  drawn  ofl^,  on  the  accession  of  the  disease,  to 
thirty  or  forty  ounces  at  once,  with  the  view  of  making  a  decisive  impres- 
sion upon  the  system  ;  the  same  bold  use  of  the  lancet  being  repealed,  if 
such  impression  be  not  effected. 

"  Where  there  is  not  much  impetuosity  in  the  onset,  no  great  derange- 
ment  or  prognostic  of  inflammatory  congestion  in  the  larger  viscera,  where 
the  remissions  are  regular,  and  the  epidemy  is  pretty  uniform  in  its  cha- 
racter, large  and  repeated  bleedings,  as  a  general  rule,  must  be  mischiev- 
ous. They  will  not  shorten  the  career  of  the  disease,  hut  they  will  con- 
vert tlie  remittent  into  a  continued  feve'r;  and  we  shall  in  the  latter  stage 
of  its  course  stand  wofully  in  need  of  that  strength  which  we  shall  have 
squandered  away  at  first,  if  we  have  commenced  with  profuse  venesection. 

"  Dr.  Hunter,  in  a  tone  still  more  generally  prescriptive,  and  which 
will  meet  with  few  defenders  at  present,  thought  himself  justified  in  af- 
firming respecting  venesection,  that  even  '  in  such  cases  as  seemed  most 
to  require  it — for  example,  where  the  patient  was  young,  strong,  of  a  full 
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habit,  and  lately  arrived  from  Europe — when  the  pulse  was  quick  and  full, 
the  face  Hushed,  with  i^reat  heat  and  headache — and  all  these  at  the  be- 
ginninij  of  the  fever — bleeding  did  no  good  ! 

"  The  following  is  Dr.  Good's  remark  on  Dr.  Pinkard's  case  : — Here 
a  freer  use  of  the  lancet  would  have  been  of  no  avail,  ui\t\,  had  not  the 
author  most  judiciously  forbade  its  further  employment,  in  all  probability 
lie  never  would  have  been  the  historian  of  his  own  case.* 

"  If  the  disease  make  its  incursion  with  great  impetuosity  ;  if  the  pulse 
be  full  and  strong,  or  even  if  it  be  only  hard,  and  there  be  great  tendency 
to  inflammatory  congestion  in  any  of  the  large  organs,  as  the  head,  the 
chest,  or,  as  is  far  more  common,  the  stomach,  the  spleen  and  the  liver, 
we  cannot  well  be  too  bold  both  in  bleeding  and  purging;  and  the  plan 
laid  down  by  Dr.  Rush  is  by  no  means  an  exaggeration  of  what  ought 
to  be  pursued. 

''  Dr.  Fyni  speaks  with  a  very  just  discrimination  upon  this  subject, 
in  observiui:  that  while  the  Bulam  fever,  or  the  disease  in  its  (uost  violent 
attack,  is  relieved  by  free  venesection,  the  yellow  fever,  more  properly  so 
called  from  the  brighter  hue  on  the  surface,  or,  in  other  words,  that  which 
is  slighter  in  its  incursion,  will  not  often  endure  the  lancet.  Dr.  Mus- 
grave's  assertion  seems  to  oppose  this  assertion,  for  he  distinctly  tells  us 
that  bloodletting  in  both  forms  is  our  sheet  anchor;  the  only  pillar  on 
which  we  can  securely  rest  any  hope  of  extensive  success.  '  We  have 
repeatedly,'  says  he,  '  with  success,  taken  upwards  of  forty  ounces  of  blood 
at  one  bleeding.  With  equal  success  we  have  in  several  cases  renewed  the 
bleeding  up  to  the  third,  and  even  the  fourth  time  ;  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, those  which  require  such   reiterated  evacuation  evince   an   obstinacy 

NOT    LIKELY    TO    ADMIT  OF    A    FAVORABLE    RESULT    UNDER    ANY    MODE  OF 

TREATMENT.       It    MUST    ALSO    BE    REMEMBERED,    THAT    EVERY    ONE    WHO 

APPLIES    FOR    ASSISTANCE    IS    NOT    ALIKE    ABLE    TO    BEAR    THIS    LIBERAL 

DEPLETION.'  " 

[To  be  continued.] 


DEATH  RESULTING  FROM  EATING  SLATE-STONE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonrnal. 

Sir, — Having  noticed  recently  in  your  Journal,  reports  of  several  cases 
of  perforation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  1  am  induced  to  send  you  a 
brief  account  of  a  case  of  perforation  of  the  stomach  from  eating  slate- 
stone,  which  occuiTed  within  my  observation  a  few  months  since. 

Miss  B ,  the  subject  of  this  case,  17  years  of  age,  was  of  robust 

constitution,  and  possessed  an  unusual  degree  of  mental  and  physical  ac- 
tivity. Late  in  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  23d  of  January,  1841, 
she  was  taken  with  a  severe  pain  in  the  left  side,  after  returning  home 
(the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half)  from  this  village,  where  she  had  been 
attendinor  a  meeting.  At  this  time  Dr.  Moore,  of  this  village,  was  sent 
for,  who  gave  her  an  emetic  among  other  means,  when  she  vomited  up 
some  slate-stone.     Nothing  serious,  however,  was  apprehended  from  this 

*  See  Good's  Study  of  Medicine,  Boston,  Vol.  II.,  p.  186. 
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caiiso.  Early  on  the  iii()niln<;  of  ilu^  21tli,  I  was  summoned  to  attend 
lier,  Dr.  Moon^  hi'ini;  iVom  lioinc.  On  arrivini^  at  her  abode,  1  found  her 
in  extreme  distress,  mid  in  a  slaU^  of  lii;^h  a^^ilalion,  llio  friends  supposing 
her  dying.  After  a  short  time,  however,  slie  became  composed  and  com- 
paratively comfortable,  with  the  exception  of  a  severe  pain  in  the  ab- 
dominal region.  The  bowels  were  swollen,  and  there  was  some  tendc.T- 
ness  of  the  same.  There  bad  been  no  cathartic  operation,  although  she 
bad  taken  several  doses  of  castor  oil  during  the  night.  At  this  time  an 
enema  was  used,  which  brought  away  slate-stone,  both  in  a  dissolved  and 
concreted  state.  On  inquiry,  it  was  ascertained  that  she  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  eating  slate-stone  every  day  for  several  weeks,  and  occasionally 
for  months.  In  the  evening  of  this  day  Dr.  Moore,  and  Dr.  Denison  of 
Oran,  saw  the  case  with  me,  and  concurred  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment. 
There  had  still  been  no  cathartic  operation  ;  bowels  more  swollen,  and  oc- 
casional nausea  at  the  stomach  ;  pulse  more  feeble,  and  strength  failing. 
Thus  she  continued  to  the  time  of  her  death,  which  took  place  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th,  three  days  from  her  first  attack.  J\o  free  catharsis 
took  place  till  near  the  close  of  her  sickness,  although  cathartics  and 
enemas  were  thoroughly  used,  sustaining  her  by  stimuli  as  seemed  to  be 
necessary.  Nearly  a  pound  of  slate-stone  is  supposed  to  have  passed 
away  with  the  enemas  which  were  used.  Her  mind  remained  clear  up 
to  the  time  of  her  death,  and  she  seemed  perfectly  sensible  of  the  cause 
of  her  sickness  as  well  as  the  fatal  termination  which  awaited  her. 

Post-mortem  Examination,  eighteen  hours  after  death. — Natural  ex- 
pression of  features ;  abdomen  excessively  distended.  Proceeding  to 
examine  the  stomach  and  bowels,  as  soon  as  the  scalpel  penetrated  the 
abdominal  cavity,  a  considerable  quantity  of  fluid,  with  some  air,  was  ex- 
pelled. After  the  fluid  was  taken  up  sufficiently  to  permit  me  to  view 
the  opening  from  which  it  came,  a  ligature  was  applied,  and  I  proceeded 
to  examine  the  intestinal  lube  as  it  lay  in  the  cavity,  and  afterwards  to 
remove  it,  together  with  the  hver,  kidneys  and  bladder.  Evidence  ap- 
peared of  slight  inflammation  having  existed  throughout  the  whole  peri- 
toneum. No  appearance  of  stricture  or  distension  of  any  part  of  the 
bowels  was  seen.  On  opening  the  intestine,  in  various  parts  of  its  extent 
it  was  found  to  contain  the  same  slate-colored  fluid  and  concretions  which 
the  patient  discharged  previous  to  death.  Small  flocculi  or  flakes  of 
slate-stone  were  also  seen  within  the  folds  of  the  intestine,  which  were 
not  easily  washed  off.  On  examining  the  stomach,  the  ligature  was  re- 
moved from  the  opening,  which  was  found  to  be  a  perforation,  situated  in 
the  right  curvature  of  the  stomach,  about  two  inches  from  the  pylorus.  It 
was  about  the  size  of  a  goose-quill.  The  edge  presented  an  uneven, 
irregular  appearance,  of  a  dark  color,  resembling  cauterized  flesh,  which 
could  not  be  washed  off.  On  washing  the  internal  surface  of  the  stomach, 
which  was  covered  with  fine  flakes  of  slate-stone,  marks  of  inflammation 
were  seen  in  that  portion  of  it  surrounding  the  perforation.  The  liver, 
kidneys  and  bladder  presented  their  usual  healthy  appearance. 

Manlius,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  VSth,  1841.  Horace  Nims. 
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MORBID   THIRST    FOR   ARDENT   SPIRIT. 

It  is  well  known  that  water  does  not  instantly  allay  the  morbid  thirst 
which  prompts  the  drunkard  to  drinU  intoxicating  draughts.  It  is  only  hy 
a  long  course  of  moral  training  that  the  disposition  to  renew  those  mad- 
dening potations  which  plunge  the  inebriate  into  an  abyss  of  misery,  can 
be  pfTectually  overcotne.  An  intimation  is  given,  in  a  liighly  respectable 
publication,  that  a  simple  swallow  of  milk  may  assuage  this  stomach-burn- 
ing of  the  drunkard.  If  such  is  the  fact,  the  remedy  is  so  very  simple, 
and  so  completely,  too,  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest  outcast  of  hu- 
manity, that  those  who  sympathize  with  the  wretched  victims  of  the  vice 
of  drunkenness,  and  who  have  opportunity,  cannot  do  less  than  insti- 
tute a  series  of  experiments  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  there  is 
any  confidence  to  be  placed  in  this  proposed  remedy. 


BoioeiVs  improved  Apparatus  for  managing  fractured  TAmhs. — "  It  is  the 
best  apparatus,  I  say  unequivocally,"  says  Dr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  "  that 
I  have  seen.  It  embodie-*  all  the  advantages  of  Hover's,  Desaiilt's, Gibson's, 
Bell's,  Amesbury's  and  Smith's,  with  otlier  merits  of  much  importance, 
which  none  of  these  last-mentior»ed  instruments  possess."  Dr.  Cadwell, 
a  surgeon  of  Waleriown,  N.  Y.,  assures  us  that  this  is  admirably  con- 
structed for  making  exten-^ion  ;  and  from  a  close  examination,  we  think, 
for  ourselves,  that  it  is  a  highly  ingenious  piece  of  mechanism,  which 
must  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the  artist.  The  manufacturer  is  Mr.  Nathaniel 
S.  Raymond,  a  New-England  mechanic,  who  resides  at  Utica,  N.  Y., 
where  orders  may  be  sent.  The  agents  in  Boston  are  Messrs.  Brewer, 
Stevens  &  Gushing,  druggists,  No.  90  Washington  street.  A  complete 
machine  for  the  leg  and  thigh  is  left  with  the  editor,  which  is  for  the  in- 
spection of  any  who  have  either  curiosity  to  gratify,  or  a  desire  to  possess 
an  important,  useful  surgical  instrument.  A  description  of  it  is  wholly 
out  of  the  question.  Even  with  a  plate  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  ex- 
hibiting the  sliding  joints  :   it  must  be  seen  to  be  understood  or  appreciated. 


Pennsylvania  College. —  By  ,a  copy  of  the  circular  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  this  College,  we  are  reminded  of  the  revolution  of  another 
year  since  a  notice  was  taken  of  this  same  Institution.  It  seems  that  no 
essential  alterations  have  been  made  since  last  season.  Surgery,  as  will 
be  seen  bv  the  advertisement,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Geo. 
McClellan,  and  anatomy  and  physiology,  as  in  past  times,  is  retained  by 
the  faithful  Dr.  Morton.  Dr.  Bird  commences  anew  career,  in  the  chair 
of  materia  naedica  and  pharmacy.  It  seems  to  us  that  a  man  of  his  high 
literary  endowments  will  find  the  details  of  either  of  these  subjects  rather 
dull.  Tickets,  Slo  each  ;  graduation,  $2o.  Students  have  every  possi- 
ble facility — and  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  some  of  the  faculty,  we 
feel  assured  that  those  who  resort  there,  will  be  well  and  profitably 
instructed. 
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VniversiUj  of  Maryland. — On  iho  first  Monday  of  Snptomber,  the  lec- 
tures coininenced,  according  to  llie  circular  of  ihe  facully  of  pliysic.  VV'e 
regret  not  liaving  observed  sooner  thai  the  term  cointnenced  thus  early  in 
the  season,  since  we  are  drprivcd  iliereby  of  llie  opportunity  of  making 
the  fact  Ivuown  for  the  benelil  of  such  n)edical  students  as  mi<rht  be  dis- 
posed to  attend  the  lectures  of  a  deserving  institution.  Dr.  Smith,  the 
surgeon,  known  extensively,  has  no  superior  and  few  equals  in  his  depart- 
ment. Fees  for  the  ticket  of  each  chair,  $'J0— making  a  total  expense  for 
tuition,  of  S1~0.  Hospital  and  infirmary  advantages  are  not  inferior  to 
those  of  any  other  school,  noiili  or  souih. 


Phrenological  Journal. — Nathan  Allen,  M.D.,  the  able  and  amiable 
editor  of  the  only  Journal  in  this  country  devoted  to  the  dissemination  of 
the  principles  of  phrenoloiry,  has  resigned  the  charge,  much  to  the  regret 
of  those  who  have  heretofore  looked  to  him  for  all  the  intelligence  apfier- 
taining  to  this  special  department  of  philosophy.  Before  leaving,  Dr. 
Allen  hail  completed  the  third  volume,  the  expenses  of  which,  say  the 
proprietors,  have  excetnled  the  receipts  by  several  thousand  dollars. — 
Messrs.  0.  S.  bz.  L.  N.  Fowler,  the  best  practical  phrenologists  in  the 
United  Slates,  if  not  in  the  world,  according  to  the  opinion  of  good  judges, 
are  the  sole  owners,  and  by  them  it  will  probably,  in  future,  be  conducted. 
We  know  all  about  being  the  loser  in  publishing  a  periodical,  and  there- 
fore heartily  commiserate  fellow  sufferers. 


Homeopathic  Examiner. — A  double  No.  fox  July  and  August,  came  as 
late  as  the  lOih  of  the  present  month,  which  is  not  quite  as  punctual  as 
formerly,  or  at  least  not  so  early  as  the  patrons  would  like  to  have  the 
work.  Dr.  Hull  hns  associated  with  him  in  the  editorial  management  of 
this  very  beautifully  executed  periodical,  Dr.  Gray,  a  friend  of  whom  he 
speaks  in  the  kindest  manner.  The  whole  of  Dr.  Robert  Capen's  concise 
accpunt  of  the  mode  of  managing  dislocations,  taken  from  the  American 
Medical  Almanac,  of  the  present  year,  is  re-published  in  the  Examiner. 
This  is  quite  complimentary  to  Dr.  Capen — a  capital  writer  and  good  prac- 
titioner, who  resides  at  Plymouth,  Mass.  A  paper  prepared  by  Dr.  C  on 
the  treatment  of  ulcers,  distinguished  for  its  brevity  as  well  as  sound  sense 
and  other  good  properties,  will  appear  in  the  next  annual  volume  of  the 
Medical  Almanac. 


Guardian  of  Health. — Thomas  E.  Bond,  Jr.,  M.D.  and  Chapin  A. 
Harris,  M.D.,  of  Baltimore,  are  the  joint  editors  of  an  interesting  monthly 
periodical,  devoted  to  domestic  hygiene,  with  the  above  title,  a  specimen 
of  which,  comprising  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  is  before  us.  In  every  family, 
whether  at  the  South  or  North,  this  publication  would  be  prized  if  there 
was  a  single  ray  of  intelligence  in  the  household.  The  article  entitled 
'•  Remedies  in  case  of  Poisons  and  Accidents,'"  printed  on  a  card,  and  nailed 
up  in  every  dwelling  throughout  the  entire  country,  would  save  many 
lives  which  are  annually  sacrificed  as  martyrs  to  ignorance.  The  paper 
on  croup  is  worth  conimitting  to  memory  by  all  mothers.  In  a  word,  the 
plan  and  whole  execution  of  this  new  journal  is  unexceptionable,  and  we 
shall  be  gratified  to  aid  in  extending  its  circulation  as  widely  as  its  merits 
deserve. 
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Popular  Lectures  on  the  Structure  and  Functions  of  the  Human  Body. 
—  Dr.  Dunbar,  of  Baltimore,  is  about  delivering  a  popular  course  of  lec- 
tures in  that  city,  illustrated  by  casts,  drawings,  and  one  of  the  Auzoux 
manakins.  In  addition  to  the  best  of  personal  requisites,  Dr.  D.  will 
have  at  command  all  the  facilities  of  an  extensive  private  cabinet,  which 
has  been  collected  with  ((reat  care  and  judgment,  and  he  will  therefore 
be  very  happy  and  instructive.  The  public  are  always  willing  and  earnest 
to  sustaia  any  efforts  made  for  the  dilfusion  of  useful  knowledge. 


Boston  Lunatic  Hospital. — Another  valuable  report  of  the  past  and 
present  condition  of  this  Institution — distinctly  a  lunatic  hospital  for  the 
poor — by  Dr.  Butler,  is  publislied.  The  tables  are  elaborately  constructed, 
and  the  whole  account  is  so  plain  and  satisfactory  that  it  is  a  good  model 
for  others  to  follow  in  similar  hospitals.  Not  having  room  for  copying  the 
statistical  details  the  present  week,  a  future  notice  will  embrace  the  most 
i(nportant  parts  of  the  report. 


Medical  Promotions  and  Appointments  in  the  Navy. — Passed  Assistant 
Surgeons  to  be  Surgeons: — Daniel  C  McLeod,  July  23,  ISil ;  Lewis 
Wolfley,  July  29,  1S41.  From  Sept.  8th,  1S41  :— Lewis  W.  Minor,  VVil- 
liam  J.  Powell,  J.  Frederick  Sickels,  N.  C.  Barrabino,  Henry  S.  Rey- 
nolds, M.  G.  Delaney,  Wm.  F.  McClenahan,  Win.  L.  Van  Home,  Daniel 
S.  Green. 

Appointments. — To  be  Assistant  Surgeons,  Sept.  8,  1841  : — A.  A.  Hen- 
derson, Pa.;  John  Hastings,  Pa.;  C.  H.  Broughton,  Va.  ;  R.  T.  Ma.t- 
well  Del.  ;  Ed.  McKinley,  Pa.  ;  A.  P.J.  Garnett,  Va.  ;  Hugh  Morson,  Va. 


New  Medical  Books. — The  following  works  have  lately  been  published 
in  London  : — The  Cause  and  Treatment  of  Curvature  of  the  Spine,  and 
Diseases  of  the  Vertebral  Column,  with  Cases.  By  E.  W.  Tuson,  F  .R.S., 
F.L.S.,  Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital.  .With  20  plates,  price  16^. 
Qd. — Brande's  Manual  of  Chemistrv;  thoroughly  revised  and  greatly  en- 
larged ;  and  incorporating  all  New  Facts  and  Discoveries  in  the  Science, 
Foreign  as  well  as  British.  Bv  William  Thomas  Brande,  F.R.S.,of  the 
Royal  Mint;  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Royal  Institution.  1500 
closely-printed  pages,  8vo.  with  numerous  wood  cuts,  3o5.,  the  fifth  edition. 
— Deformities  of  the  Spine  and  Chest,  successfully  treated  by  Exercises 
alone,  and  without  Extension,  Pressure,  Division  of  Muscle,  or  other  pain- 
ful and  useless  Operations.  Illustrated  by  many  Plates.  By  C.  H.  Rogers 
Harrison,  M.R.C.S.,  &■". — The  History  of  Syphilis,  and  of  its  Cure  with- 
out Mercury.  By  G.  Hume  Weaiherhead,  M.D.,  Ed  in.,  Member  of  the 
Roval  College  of  Physicians,  &c.  Price  6.v. — The  Present  State  of  Aural 
Surgery;  with  Remarks  on  the  present  Mania  for  unnecessary,  bold  and 
dangerous  Operations,  Caihelerism.  &c.  By  John  Harrison  Curtis,  Esq., 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Dispensary  for  Diseases  of  the  Ear.  Price  \s. — 
The  Human  Brain  ;  its  Configuration,  Structure,  Development,  and  Phy- 
siolon^y  ;  illustrated  by  References  to  the  Nervous  System  in  the  lower 
Orders  of  Animals.  By  Samuel  Solly,  F.R.S.,  Lecturer  on  Surgery,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  &c.  One  vol.  small  8vo. 
with  twelve  Plates.     Price  125. 
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To  CoRUF.si'oNnENTs. — Dr.  J.  M.  VViirnuj's  roj)()rt  of  oporations  for  tlio  euro  of 
wry  lu'ck,  and  I'rof.  lliimiltoii's  cases  of  varicocclo,  with  oilier  papers  before 
nckt)()\vle(lpo(l,  tire  on  tile  for  publication. 

Makkiki), — In  South  Rea(liii<r,  Natbaii  Allen,  M.I).,  of  Pliiladelphiu,  to  Miss 
Sarah  H.,  eldest  dauijhlcr  of  Ur.  Tliuddeus  Spauldinfr,  of  S.  Heading. 

DiK.n, — At  Montpclicr,  Vt.,  Dr.  .Jacob  (Jleason,  fonrierly  of  Medford,  Mass.,  34. 
— At  W'ashinjrtou  University,  IJaltunore,  Dr.  J.  .1.  Laj)hen,  resident  pliy<ician._ 

Number  of  (lenlliH  in  BoHtoii  for  the  weekending  Sept.  J8th,  46. — MiileH,  26;  FenialeH,  20. 

Ol'conKuniiitioii,  4 — bowel  <'f)injiliiint,  3— inlantiic,  1 — old  a^^e,  2— d>8enlery,  10 — uccidcntal,  1 — 
measles,  I — l>i>liiis  fever, '3 — diiirrluea,  4 — dropsy,  1 — fracture  of  the  knee,  1  —  teelliiiig,  1  — rliild-bed,  1 
— liint;  fever,  1  —  suicide,  I — cludera  infantum,  1 — disease  of  tlie  heart,  2— in/laniinalion  of  the  brain, 
1 — ranker  in  llie  bowels,  1— chronic  iirouchitis,  1 — disease  of  the  liver,  1— debility,  1 — liver  coini»laiiit, 
1 — inlluniniation  of  the  bowels,  1. 

MKD.  DKPARTMENT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  IN  PlIILADELPFnA. 

The  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  coninience,  as  usual,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  con- 
tinue until  the  first  of  March.     The  liiculty  is  conii)Osed  as  Ibllows: 

Samuel  George  Morton,  M.D.,  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

George  M'Clellan,  M.l).,  Surgery. 

William  Rush,  ML).,  I'rincijdes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Robert  Montgomery  Bird,  M.D.,  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Mcdica. 

Samuel  M'Clellan,  M.D.,  Obstetrics,  and  the  Diseases  o(  Women  and  Children. 

Walter  R.  Johnson,  A.M.,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Piiilosoi)liy. 

The  College  possesses  a  spacious  reading  room,  an  extensive  museum  illustrative  of  the  several 
departments  of  medical  science,  and  well-ventilated  dissecting  rooms.  The  latter  are  just  completed, 
and  will  aflbrd  every  facility  for  the  prosecution  of  practical  aiiatomv. 

S.  22-ep6vv  S.  G.  MORTON,  M.D.,  Dean. 

MASSACFJUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

There  will  be  a  Stated  Meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the   Society  on  Wednesday,  the  sixth  of  Octo- 
ber, at  11,  A.  M.,  at  their  room,  Masonic  Temple,  Treinont  street.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 
S.  22 — tin  Recording  Hecrttary. 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF    YALE    COLLEGE. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures,  for  the  term  of  1841-2,  will  commence  on  Thursday,  September  30, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  -  .  -  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  LL.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by        -  -  -  -  Eli  Ives,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by         -  -  -  William  Tully,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  -  -  -  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  -----  -  Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by      -       -  -  -  -  Charles  Hooker,  M.D. 

Fees  for  a  full  course,  $76,  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Abundant  facilities  for  dissections  at  a  very 
moderate  expense.     Graduation  fee,  $15.  CHARLES  HOOKER,  Sec''ry. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  July  6,  1841.  Jy  14 — tsep28 

GENEVA    MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  continue  sixteen  weeka. 

Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by        -        -         -  T.  Spencer,  M.D.,  Geneva. 

Obstetiics  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by      -        -        -  C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D.,  lliica. 

Anatomy  and  Pliysiology,  by    -        -        -        -        -  Ja.mes  Webster,  M.D.,  Rochester. 

Chemistry  and  Piiamiacy,  by        -        -        -        -  James  Hadley,  M.I).,  Fairfield. 

Materia  Medica  and  General  Pathology,  by     -  -  John  DeLamater,  M.D.,  Sural.  Spring?. 

Priiici|)les  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by      -        -        -  Frank  H.  Ha.milton,  M.D.,  Rochester. 

Demonstrator, Sumner  Rhoaues,  M.D.  Geneva. 

C.  B.  COVENTRY,  Dean. 
Geneva,  August  17,  1841.  S  1— eptO  JaMES  HADLLV,  Registrar. 

PROLAPSUS    UTERI. 

The  attention  of  the  medical  profe.ssion  is  respectfully  invited  to  Dr.  Chapin's  Ulero-abdominal  Sup- 
porter and  Elastic  Belt,  which  has  been  recently  mucii  improved,  and  its  ellicacy  thereby  greativ  in- 
creased. It  has  been  lailhlully  icsU^d  by  most  of  the  medical  faculty  of  Boston  and  New  York,  wiio 
have  pronounced  their  unqualified  approbation  of  its  utility.  Phjsicians  in  want,  will  obtain  the 
measure  round  the  pelvis.  They  can  be  supplied  with  the  cheajiest  and  best  instrument  of  the  kind 
in  use,  from  the  low  price  of  $2,-50  to  $7,  according  to  finish.    Perineum  8tra|)s  (extra)  at  75  cts.  to  §1. 

Reference  may  l»e  had  to  the  following  physicians  in  Boston,  anion:.'  others  who  recommend  this  in- 
Btrumeni:  —  Drs.  John  C.  Warren,  J.  Ware,  W.  Channing,  G.  B.  Doane,  W.  Lewis,  J.  Flint,  J.  Mason 
Warren,  E.  Palmer,  Jr.,  C.  G.  Putnam,  E.  W.  Leach. 

Oilice  No.  3  Winter,  corner  of  WanUington  8t.,  Boston. — The  instrument  may  also  be  obtained  at 
theMedical  Journal  office.  A.  F.  BARTLETT. 

Nov.  25.— 2wJlc.lam6m. 
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UNIVERSITY   Ol'    Jilt:   STATK   OF   NEW   YORK, 

COLLKUi:    OK    PHVSICIANS    AND    SURGKO.NS    IN    THE    tlTV    OK    NKVV     yoRK. 
The  annual  course  of  hecmrcs.  lor  llie  seaision  of  1841  ami  42  will  coaimeuce  oa  llic  flrsl  Monday  of 
Nuveailier,  Idli,  and  coatiaub  aatil  tlie  lir^i  of  March,  1(142. 

J.  ALULisTiMi  dviiTH,  M.U.,  I'ruf.  ol  IMi  s  aiolo^jy . 

Alkx.  II.  HrKVE.Ns,  M.U. ,  Eaierilu.s  I'roJ.  ol  Surgery. 

JuTitfH  MvratH  S.iitu,  M.U.,  Trol.  ol' ttie  I'lieory  and  Practice  of  I^y^ic  and  Clinical  Mediciae. 

Joit.N   li.   lii:;cK,  .M.l).,  I'rot.  ol  .Slatcna  Mcdicii  and  .Medical  J urii^prudeace. 

Ju.i\    I'oKKKV,  M.L).,  I'rol'.   of  (Jlieaiiatry  and  Uoiajiy. 

UouKur   VV.vrr.s,  Ju.,  .VI. U.,  Prof,  of  General,  Special  and  Patlioloffkcal  AMHtomy. 

WiLLvUD   l*vttKt;u,   .\l.L).,   I'ruf.   of  iliu  l*iinci|iles  and  Pr<ictice  of    Surgery  aad  Surgical  Anatomy. 

CivNULKU  K.  GiLvi  \.v,  M.L).,  Prof,  of  Ohsielrics  and   itie  Uisea.'ied  of  Woiaea  and  Children. 

JwiHs  Uu  vctit:NUOM!t,  M.D.,  Ueaion^iralor  of  Analu.ay. 

Malriculitliua  fee,  !8>5.  Fee  for  the  full  course  of  lectures,  $1C8.  Dissecting  and  Demonstration 
ticket,  $').  Graduation  fee,  $25.  Good  board  may  be  procured  in  this  city  for  from  l)i»2,0U  tu  )ii3,0U 
per  week. 

N.  B. — .\.  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  be  delivered  by  the  Faculty  during  the  month  of 
October,  comment  in!(  on  the  lir.^t  Monday.  This  course  will  be  free  to  the  students  of  the  College. 
The  dissecting  rooms  will  i)e  opened  for  the  season  on  the  Hist  Monday  of  October. 

Neu!  iTork,  lit^  June,  l6ii.  .)e23— eplf 

UNIVERSITY   OF   I'ENNSYLVAM  .\  -.M  EDICAL    DEPARTMENT. 

Skssion   lc4l-4'.i. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  1st  ol  November,  and  be  continued,  under  the  follow- 
ing arrange.nent,  to  the  middle  of  March  ensuiii;^  :  — 

Practice  and  Theory  of  Medicine,  by  •  -  -  Natha.mel  Chapman,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  by-----  -  -       Uobekt  Hakk,  M.U. 

Surgery,  by         ......  .  William  (Jiiiso.n,  M.l). 

Anatomy,  by        -.--...  Willivm  E.  Hounku,  M.D. 

Iii'itituies  of  Medicine,  by  -  .  -  .  -        Svmuel  .1  vck.so.n,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  ...  GtiOKut:  U.    VVoou,  .M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  -        Hlgu  L.  IIouoe,  M.D. 

Clinical  l.cctaies  on  Medicine,  by  ...  W.  W.  GiiRiivno,  M.U.  and 

"  on  Surgery,  by       -  -  -  Dk.s.  Giuso.n  and  IIdk.ner, 

Will  be  delivered  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  (Blockley).    Students  are  also  admited  to  the  Clini- 
cal Instruction  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  in  tlie  city.  W.  E.  IIORNEU, 
Aj.if.  2J,  Idll.             A  23— tOecl            Dean  of  the  Med.  Faculty,  2o3  Cktsnut  st.,  Philadelphia. 

MEUICAE    EKCTUkES    IN    BOSTON. 

These  Lectures  begin  annually  in  the  Medical  College,  in  Mason  street,  Boston,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  November,  and  continue  four  months. 

Fees. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by              -             -                 Dr.  Warren,  $15,00 

Mi.hvifery  and  .Mc<l.  Jurisprudence,  by               -              -              Da.  Chan.ning,           ^  10,00 

Materia  Medica,  by       -----            -      Dr.  Bioelow,             *  10,00 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Suigei:y,  by             -              Du.  Hayward,  10,00 

Chemistry,  by            -----            -          Dr.   VVedster,  15,00 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by          Drs.  Ware  and  Bigelow,  15,00 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  May  29,  1841,  it  \va.s  Voted,  That  hereafter  two  full  courses  of 
lectures  in  thi;s  school  be  required  of  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  But  fur  one  of 
these  c  iirses  a  substilule  may  be  received  in  a  course  of  leLitures  at  anv  otlu'r  mtidical  institulion  in 
which  the  number  of  teachers  is  not  less  than  si.v,  and  in  which  the  lime  occupied  b\  lectures  is  not 
less  than  four  months.  WALTEll  CllANNLNG,  Dean. 

Boston,  August  21,  1841.  S  1— eptN 

THE    BALTIMORE   COLLEGE    OF   DENTAL   SUROERY. 

The  Sec'ind  Si;s.sio\  of  this  Instilution  will  commence  on  the  liist  Moadjiy  of  Noveiuberue.vt.     The 
faculty  is  constituted  as  follows  -. 

HoRvcE  M.  IIaydex,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Patliology. 

II.   Willis  Baxlev,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

CiiAiMN   A.  Harris,  M.l).,  Professor  of  Practical  Dentistry. 

Thos.  E.  Bond,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Protessor  of  Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

Candidates  for  graduation  are  re»iuired  to  attend  two  full  courses  of  lectures,  and  to  sustain  a  rigid 
examination  upon  the  subjects  taught  in  the  Institution.  A  course  of  lectures  in  any  resjjectable  medi- 
cal school  w  ill  be  coiu-'idered  eiiiiivulent  to  one  in  this. 

To  those  who  desire  to  jirep.ire  thoroughly  for  the  practice  of  dentistry,  the  Baltimore  College  of 
Dental  Surgery  oilers  great  advantages.  The  Faculty,  sustained  by  the  approbation  of  the  medical  and 
dental  prolessions,  will  exert  ihemselves  to  ilo  justice  to  their  pii|)ils  and  tiie  public.  They  have  abun- 
dant facilities  at  their  command  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  duties  they  have  assumed,  and  it  will  be 
their  constant  aim  to  make  the  important  Insiiiuiion  under  their  charge  higlilv  and  permanently  re- 
spectable. A  25— tN  .  THOS.  E.  BOND,  JR.,  Dean. 
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DIVISIOiN   OF   THE  STERNO-MASTOID   MUSCLE   FOR  WRY   NECK. 

BV    J.    MASON    WAUUEN,    M.D. 
[Communiciited  for  llic  Hoston  Mediciil  and  Surgical  .loiiiiinl.] 

I  WAS  requested  by  my  friend,  Dr.  Davenport,  to  see   a   boy    16  years 

old.  affected  with  wry  neck,  and  received  the  following  history  of  his  case. 

When  four  years  of  age  he  had  a  fall  from  the  top  of  a  stair-case  to 
the  bottom.  He  was  alone  at  the  time,  and  on  being  taken  up  no  wound 
was  to  be  discovered  on  any  part  of  tiie  body  ;  he  complained,  however, 
of  a  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  neck.  Shortly  after  the  accident,  it  was 
lound  that  the  head  inclined  to  the  left,  and  that  the  muscles  of  that  side 
were  in  an  unnatural  state  of  tension.  This  distortion  gradually  in- 
creased, until  it  attained  the  appearance  which  it  presented  at  the  lime  1 
saw  him,  twelve  years  after  the  accident.  At  this  period  he  was  suffering 
from  frequent  attacks  of  headache,  and  fiom  an  almost  constant  and  se- 
vere pain  in  the  diseased  side  of  the  neck.  He  was  rather  short  of  his 
age,  and  the  distortion  aided  much  to  diminish  his  natural  height. 

On  viewing  him  in  front,  the  following  were  the  appearances  observed. 
1st.  The  head  was  drawn  down  to  the  left  side,  the  ear  usually  resting 
on  the  left  shoulder,  although  he  had  the  power  of  raising  it  a  little  from 
that  position.  2d.  This  inclination  was  accompanied  by  a  rotation  of  the 
head,  so  that  the  face  regarded  the  right  shoulder. 

Observed  from  behind,  there  was  a  deep  sulcus  on  the  left  side  of  the 
neck,  with  a  corresponding  projection  on  the  right  side,  made  by  the 
transverse  processes  of  the  cervical  vertebra?.  A  curve  had  taken  place 
both  in  the  cervical  and  in  the  lumbar  portions  of  the  spinal  column. 
The  left  shoulder  was  higher  than  the  right.  The  left  side  of  the  chest 
was  projected,  and  there  was  a  considerable  excavation  of  the  ribs  on  the 
opposite  side.  On  examination  of  the  vertebrae,  proceeding  upward,  the 
spinous  processes  of  the  cervical  portion  could  be  distinguished  until  the 
third  vertebra  was  arrived  at ;  here  the  line  of  the  column  was  lost, 
being  concealed  under  a  large  mass  of  muscle  ;  with  great  care  the  spi- 
nous process  of  the  second  cervical  vertebra  was  discovered,  having  per- 
formed a  rotation  of  nearly  the  quarter  of  a  circle  on  its  axis.  The  ster- 
no-mastoid  muscle  of  the  left  side,  on  being  examined,  was  found  to  be 
very  strongly  retracted,  as  well  as  the  deep-seated  muscles  of  the  neck; 
the  scaleni  particularly  could  be  made  out  in  an  unnatural  state  of  rigidity. 
The  former,  however,  appeared  to  be  the.  chief  obstacle  to  the  endeavors 
for  bringing  the  head  to  an  upright  position. 
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Ill  addition  to  these  cliaii<^(N,  the  face  had  ui)der<^o[ie  a  remarkable  al- 
tenitioii  worthy  of  notice.  Tlie  whole  left  side  of  the  face  was  more  or 
less  atro[)hied,  and  eacdi  ol  its  component  parts  was  much  sn»ailer  than 
tliose  of  the  other  side  ;  the  lel't  eye  was  much  smaller  than  the  rij^ht, 
which  was  raised  up,  and  on  a  level  higher  than  its  lellow,  and  this  ap- 
pearance was  not  owin-^  to  the  inclined  position  of  the  head  alone,  as  was 
more  distinctly  verified  when  the  face  was  brought  into  its  natural  position 
after  the  operation. 

The  heahh  of  the  patient  was  not  stroni^;  and  in  addition  the  mortifi- 
cation of  being  afflicted  with  so  severe  a  deformity,  the  pain  at  the  s[)Ot 
where  the  curvature  was  most  extreme  was  at  times  excessively  severe. 
He  lies  commonly  on  his  right  ride,  sonu^times  on  his  back,  but  never  by 
any  chance  on  the  side  diseased. 

it  having  l)een  ascertained,  so  far  as  was  practicable,  that  tlu;  chief  ob- 
stacle to  the  restoi'ation  of  the  head  existed  in  the  unnaim'al  slate  of  the  sier- 
no-mastoid  niuscle,  it  was  determined  to  divide  it  at  its  sternal  insertion,  the 
retraction,  according  to  Gui'rin,  who  is  considered  the  best  authority  on 
this  point  of  surgery,  commonly  existing  in  this  portion  of  the  muscle. 

The  operation  was  pei'formed  on  the  4th  of  Deceniher,  in  presence  of 
Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  Fisher,  Dr.  Davenport,  Dr.  Davies  of  Portsmouth,  and 
Dr.  Warren,  Sen.  The  head  being  well  supportetl,  and  carried  a  little 
forward,  so  as  to  project  the  muscle  outward  from  the  subjacent  parts,  the 
patient  was  directed  to  make  strong  efforts  to  exaggerate  the  existing  ro- 
tation, so  as  to  produce  as  great  a  tension  of  the  muscle  as  possible.  A 
puncture  was  now  made  with  a  lancet  through  the  skin,  about  six  lines 
above  the  clavicle,  between  the  sternal  and  clavicular  portions  of  the  mus- 
cle. The  narrow,  blunt-headed  knife  of  J^ouvier  was  next  introduced,  its 
flat  side  towards  the  muscular  fibre,  carried  behind  the  sternal  head,  its 
edge  turned  towards  the  muscle,  and  the  section  completed  by  a  slight 
sawing  motion.  The  effects  of  this  operation  were  at  once  manifested  by 
a  distinct  crackling  sound,  by  a  separation  of  the  divided  parts,  and  by 
the  partial  restoration  of  the  head  to  its  natural  position,  also  by  the  pos- 
sibility of  rotation  in  every  direction.  The  wound  on  the  neck  was 
covered  with  a  bit  of  court  plaster,  a  cap  placed  on  the  head,  to  the  buck 
of  which,  opposite  the  right  mastoid  process,  a  strap  was  attached,  and 
beinir  drawn  tisjht  was  secured  over  the  breast  of  the  same  side. 

On  the  following  day  he  was  quite  comfortable;  he  had  slept  well, 
lying  on  his  left  side,  which  he  had  been  unable  to  do  previous  to  the 
operation  ;  the  pain  in  his  neck  had  entirely  left  him.  The  plaster  cover- 
ing the  wound  was  removed  at  the  end  of  forty-eight  hours,  entire  cica- 
trization having  taken  place.  The  patient  was  now  directed  to  wear  a 
stocik  on  the  neck,  and  to  make  strong  and  constant  efforts  to  rotate  the 
head  ;  he  was  also  placed  on  an  inclined  plane  for  three  or  four  hours 
daily,  the  head  secured  by  a  bandage  carried  under  the  chin  and  attached 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  board. 

In  the  course  of  a  fortnight  a  very  great  improvement  was  perceptible; 
the  head,  however,  had  not  yet  regained  its  proper  position,  but  was  still 
inclined  to  the  left  ;  the  divided  muscle  had  united,  a  firm  and  almost 
cartilaginous  substance  being  apparent  at  the  point  of  union.     The  clavi- 
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ciilar  jiortion  of  llio  imiscl(!  Iiad  hccomo  iniirli  more  prominent  since  the 
division  of  its  sIlmmi:i1  altiirlimcnt,  and  now  IMt  I'onnd  and  corded — [)re- 
scntlnL,^  an  (>l)\  ions  ()l)>lacl('  to  the  adjn^lnicnt  ol  llie  Ix-ad.  It  was  there- 
iore  llioui^lit  advisable  that  the  division  of  this  part  of  tlie  mus(de  should 
b(;  eliected,  and  in  ord(>r  to  derive  tlie  fnll  advantai^^e  liom  it,  the  opera- 
tion was  performed  in  the  followinu^  m;nmer. 

The  head  hciin;  well  supported  and  the  muscle  snfllcicntly  relaxed, 
the  hody  of  ihi^  slenio-mastoid,  just  ahove  its  division  into  sternal  and 
ehnicuhu"  heads,  eould  be  readily  seized  between  the  thumb  and  fore- 
linger  and  completely  isolated  from  the  dee|)-seatcd  parts.  A  sharp- 
|i()iiitc(I  knife  was  now  carried  behind  the  muscle,  until  it  could  be  felt 
by  thi'  {]i]'H'v  under  the  skin  on  the  o[)posite  side;,  and  the  patient  beinfr 
directed  to  place  the  muscle  in  strong  contraction,  the  section  was  com- 
pleti'd  w  ithont  dillicuity. 

Tiiis  second  operation  was  not  followed  by  any  inflammation,  the  wound 
being  quite  lunded  at  the  end  of  forty-eight  hours  ;  and  by  persisting  in 
the  treatment  before  directed,  the  head  was  very  shortly  restored  to  its 
normal  position.  At  the  present  moment,  nine  months  after  the  opera- 
tion, I  have  made  the  following  observations  of  his  ajipearance. 

To  a  person  regarding  him  in  front,  a  slight  cant  of  the  head  is  observa- 
ble to  the  ri'fr/i^side,  evidently  owing  to  theconstant  and  determined  efforts 
of  tlie  patient  to  overcome  his  deformity  by  carrying  the  head  in  an 
opposite  direction.  The  face  still  presents  the  alteration  already  pointed 
out,  viz.,  an  atrophy  of  the  whole  of  the  affected  side;  the  eye  of  the  left 
side  is  much  less  prominent,  the  lid  more  closed,  and  the  level  of  it  lower 
than  its  fellow  ;  the  whole  osseous,  cellular  and  muscular  system  partake 
in  this  alteration  or  want  of  development. 

From  behind,  the  following  changes  are  visible.  The  dorsal  and  lum- 
bar curvatures  of  the  si)inal  column  have  disappeared,  and  the  shoulders 
have  regained  their  natural  elevation.  The  excavation  of  the  ribs  on 
one  side,  and  the  projection  on  the  other,  are  fast  disappearing.  The 
right  half  of  the  tpuscles  of  the  neck  still  remain  greatly  developed  above 
that  of  the  other  side,  and  a  slight  curve  still  exists  in  the  cervical  ver- 
tebrc-E.  The  health  of  the  patient  has  greatly  impi-oved,  and  his  appear- 
ance is  so  completely  altered  since  the  operation,  that  his  former  friends 
scarcely  recognize  him. 

Case  II. — The  following  case  was  operated  upon  by  Dr.  John  C. 
Warren,  in  the  first  part  of  June. 

Tlie  patient  was  a  little  girl,  9  years  of  age.  When  about  four  weeks 
old,  the  parents  observed  that  the  muscles  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck 
were  in  an  extraordinary  state  of  tension  ;  it  was  not,  however,  until  the 
age  of  four  years  that  the  head  began  to  be  distorted,  and  from  that  })eriod 
the  distortion  has  gradually  increased,  so  that  at  present  the  contraction  is 
so  great  as  to  bring  the  mastoid  process  nearly  in  contact  with  the  left 
shoulder,  accompanied  by  a  strong  rotation  of  the  head  to  the  right.  This 
distortion  has  evidently  had  a  great  effect  on  the  health  of  the  child,  who 
is  pale,  emaciated,  and  of  a  feeble  constitution.  A  double  lateral  curva- 
ture of  the  spine  exists,  though  not  so  marked  as  in  the  preceding  case. 
Under  these  circumstances  Dr.  Wnrren  determined  to  divide  the  sterno- 
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cleido-rnastoid  riniscle  of  llie  left  side,  vvliich  was  found  lo  bo  strongly  re- 
tracted, and  was  evidently  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  return  of  the  head 
to   the  u[)rii^!it  position. 

The  operation  was  performed  in  the  followiiif^  manner.  The  head  be- 
in*^  supported  so  as  to  give  sullicient  projf.'ction  and  tension  to  the  diseased 
muscle,  a  narrow,  sharp-pointed  bistoury  was  passed  between  the  skin 
and  its  sternal  attachment,  from  without  inward  ;  the  ed-^e  of  the  knife 
was  now  directed  upon  tlie  muscle,  and  the  division  accomplished.  The 
knife  was  airain  entered  at  the  same  orifice,  carried  in  front  of  the  cleido- 
mastoid,  and  this  head  of  the  muscle  divided  in  a  similar  manner. 

The  result  of  the  operation  was  an  immediate  alteration  in  the  head  to 
a  more  upright  position.  The  wound  healed  in  three  days.  The  subse- 
quent treatment  was  the  same  as  that  detailed  in  the  preceding  case. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  a  letter  received  from  her  father  two 
months  after  the  operation.  He  states  that  she  now  has  perfect  command 
of  her  head,  and  a  power  of  rotation  in  all  directions.  Her  head  is  so  nearly 
straight  that  a  stranger  would  not  notice  any  deformiiy.  "  Fioin  the 
shoidders  herneck  slopes  to  the  right,  which  is  apparent  when  standing  be- 
hind her.  The  short  curve  at  the  upper  [)art  of  the  neck  can  scarcely  be 
perceived.  The  cavity  on  the  one  side,  and  the  enlargement  on  the 
other,  have  returned  to  almost  the  perfect  shape.  Her  school-mates  are 
astonished  when  they  see  her  with  her  head  up,  and  say  how  tall  she  has 
grown.  Her  neck,  you  will  probably  remember,  was  apparently  very 
short ;  it  is  now  a  very  long  neck  for  a  child  of  her  age.  She  occupies 
the  inclined  plane  four  hours  each  day." 

Remarks. — In  reviewing  these  cases,  we  shall  find  the  following  circum- 
stances worthy  of  notice.  In  the  first  place,  the  anatoniical  changes  pro- 
duced by  the  contraction  of  the  muscle  are  very  interesting,  as  bearing  on 
many  cases  of  deformity  besides  that  now  under  consideration.  The  left  half 
of  the  face,  as  has  been  already  slated,  had  become  more  or  less  atrophied 
during  the  continuance  of  the  disease,  so  that  the  wiiole  osseous  system, 
as  well  as  the  soft  parts,  was  implicated  in  the  diseased  action.  The  al- 
teration has  been  attributed  bylM.Guerin  to  the  distortion  which  the  great 
vessels  of  the  neck  undergo  before  their  entrance  into  the  cranium.  The 
curvature  to  the  right  which  the  cervical  vertebrae  make  on  the  dorsal, 
produces  a  strong  traction  of  the  skin,  by  which  an  obrupie  position  is 
communicated  to  the  left  part  of  the  face.  The  eyeball  also  undergoes 
a  rotation  on  its  axis,  so  as  to  bring  it  into  the  horizontal  direction — the 
eyes,  as  M.  Guerin  remarks,  being  placed  in  relation  to  each  other,  as  it 
were,  on  a  staircase,  from  whence  considerable  trouble  in  vision  is  produced 
on  the  first  adjustment  of  the  head.  The  alteration  in  the  spinal  column 
is  also  interesting.  In  order  lo  obviate  the  inclination  of  the  head  to  the 
left,  which  brings  it  without  the  axis  of  the  body,  an  inclination  takes 
place  of  the  cervical  on  the  dorsal  region,  of  the  dorsal  on  the  lumbar, 
and  of  the  lumbar  on  the  sacral.  The  excavation  of  the  ribs  on  the  one 
side,  and  their  projection  on  the  other,  naturally  follow  from  the  persis- 
tence of  the  curvature  in  the  spinal  column. 

There  are  few  operations  that  have  been  more  benefited  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  principle  of  subcutaneous  incisions,  than  that  for  the  sur- 
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gical  trontinoiit  of  w  ly  nerk.  'J'li(>  operation  previously  employed  by  the 
most  (lislinmiishod  surgeons,  consisted  in  first  ninkini;  a  transverse  it)cision 
tlH()iii:;li  llu;  skin,  so  as  to  expose  the  (ihrc  of  the  stcrno-niastoid  ;  the 
iDUscIe  was  now  caic^liillv  disseclcd.  hiyer  hy  layer,  until  ihc;  whole  was 
divided.  The  re^idts  ol"  this  nictiiod  were  often  \ery  sevcM'e  ;  there  was 
great  inllainniation,  and  suppuration  iiecjuently  followed  hy  infihralion  of 
pus  into  the  nntcMior  inediaslinuni — sometimes  causing  the  death  of  the 
patient.  'J'he  contraction  also  of  the  cicatrix  from  so  severe  a  wound,  of- 
ten counteracted  the  hcndil  derived  from  the  division  of  the  niusflc 

To  i\I.  Guerin,  of  l'*aris,  we  are  chiefly  indt>ht(>d  for  the  exjjosilion  of 
the  pathoIoL!:y,  pliysioloiry,  and  the  surgical  treatment  of  wry  neck.  M. 
Guerin  has  endeavored  to  establish  the  Ibllowing  j)ro|)Ositions. 

1st.  Thai  w  hat  has  been  called  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle,  con- 
stitutes, in  fact,  two  distinct  muscles — the  sterno-mastoid,  and  the  cleido- 
mastoid. 

2d.  The  sterno-mastoid  and  the  cleido-mastoid  are  possessed  of  different 
functions:  the  first  is  a  flexor  and  rotator  of  the  head  ;  the  other  muscle 
is  essentially  a  muscle  of  respiration. 

3d.  \\\  wry  neck,  which  has  thus  far  been  attributed  to  die  shortening 
of  the  sterno-mastoid,  the  steinal  muscle  is  )irimitiv<3ly  alone  affected. 

4th.  That,  in  the  treatment  of  chionic  wry  neck,  owing  to  the  shorten- 
ing of  the  sterno-mastoid,  the  section  of  the  sternal  portion  alone  suffices 
to  destroy  the  essentia!  cause  of  the  deformity. 

The  limits  of  this  paper  will  not  allow  us  to  enter  into  all  the  proofs 
which  he  adduces  in  support  of  his  positions.  The  practical  inference 
to  be  drawn  fiom  them,  however,  appears  in  the  fourth  proposition,  viz., 
that  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  sterno-mastoid  is  primarily  affected,  and 
this  alone  requires  an  operation.  Where  the  affection  has  lasted  for  a 
length  of  time,  as  in  the  two  cases  stated  above,  the  cleido-mastoid  al- 
most always  partakes  in  the  diseased  action  ;  and  although  by  a  long 
persistence  in  the  use  of  mechanical  means,  this  may  be  sometimes  over- 
come, yet  the  cure  is  undoubtedly  much  facilitated  by  its  division.  M. 
Guerin  has  drawn  a  distinction,  worthy  of  notice,  between  what  he  calls 
the  rctrartioii  and  the  contraction  of  the  muscle.  The  former,  he  has 
endeavored  to  show,  only  takes  place  after  a  long  persistence  of  disease, 
and  consists  in  a  fibrous  degeneration  of  the  muscle,  and  always  requires 
surgical  interference  ;  whereas  the  latter,  wdiich  occurs  in  acute  wry  neck, 
is  a  simple  temporary  shortening  of  the  muscular  fibres,  such  as  occurs 
in  common  nmscular  action,  and  is  always  amenable  to  the  use  of  medi- 
cinal remedies,  more  particularly  to  the  local  application  of  the  tartar 
enjetic  ointment. 

The  following  is  the  most  approved  manner  of  perlbrming  the  operation. 
The  head  of  the  patient  being  firmly  supported,  is  carried  a  litde  forward 
and  strv)ngly  rotated,  so  as  to  project  the  muscle  outward  fiom  the  sub- 
jacent organs  and  make  it  as  tense  as  possible.  A  fold  of  skin  over  the 
muscle  beino^  raised,  a  nunelure  is  made  with  a  lancet  from  four  to  six 
lities  above  the  clavicle,  and  between  the  nisertions  of  the  two  heads 
of  the  muscle.  The  narrow,  blunt-headed  knife  of  Bouvier  is  now  in- 
troduced and   carried  with  its  flat  side  between  the  muscle  and  the  skin. 
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The  hold  on  the  skin  may  now  be  relaxed,  the  edge  of  the  knife  applied 
to  the  muscle,  and  the  division  effected.  Tiiis  is  usually  announced  hy  a 
crackling  sound,  and  by  the  partial  adjustment  of  the  head,  instead  of 
passing  the  knife  in  front  of  the  muscle,  it  may  be  carried  behind  it  ;  but 
in  this  case  it  is  well  that  the  kjiife  should  iiave  a  did'erent  shape  ; 
in  the  former  a  concave,  and  in  the  latter  a  conv(;x,  edge  is  re(juired. 
If  it  should  now  be  determined  to  divide  the  clavicular  head  of  the  mus- 
cle, the  knife  rnay  be  introduced  into  the  same  orifice  in  the  skin,  carried 
backward,  and  the  division  made  as  in  the  preceding  case — the  section 
ol  the  muscle  from  without  inward  being  here  always  to  be  |)referred,  as 
being  both  more  safe  and  more  easy  of  execution. 

When  the  projection  of  the  muscle  is  sufficient  from  the  parts  beneath 
to  remove  them  from  the  danger  of  being  punctured,  and  it  has  be(Mi  de- 
termined to  divide  the  body  of  the  muscle,  the  method  may  be  adopted 
which  was  practised  in  the  former  of  the  two  cases  which  have  been  re- 
ported. The  body  of  the  muscle  just  before  its  division  being  seized  be- 
tween the  fingers,  so  that  these  are  made  to  meet  behind  it  and  ascertain 
that  no  obstacle  intervenes,  a  narrow-bladed  knife  is  carried  beneath  until 
the  point  is  detected  under  the  skin  on  the  opposite  side,  and  the  division 
is  then  to  be  made  from  within  outward. 

In  dividing  the  internal  head  of  the  muscle,  we  have  occasionally 
beneath  the  skin  the  anterior  jugular  vein,  as  it  passes  across  the  neck 
to  enter  the  subclavian.  This,  however,  is  easily  avoided  by  making  the 
incision  sufficiently  near  the  clavicle.  The  carotid  and  internal  jngular 
are  protected  by  the  sterno-hyoid  and  sterno-thyroid  muscles,  and  could 
not  be  reached  but  by  the  point  of  the  knife  carelessly  introduced.  In 
dividing  the  cleido-mastoid,  the  external  jugular,  which  lies  between  the 
border  of  the  muscle  and  the  skin,  may  be  wounded  ;  this  is  avoided  by 
raising  the  skin  and  passing  the  knife  with  its  cutting  edge  perpendicularly 
to  the  muscle,  the  vein  being  left  between  the  back  of  the  instrument  and 
the  skin.  In  dividing  the  body  of  the  muscle,  the  external  jugular  is  the 
principal  organ  to  be  avoided,  and  with  sufficient  care  can  be  easily  left  on 
the  outside  of  the  puncture  necessary  for  introducing  the  knife  employed  in 
the  operation. 

September,  1841. 


THE  HUMORAL  PATHOLOGY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Dr.  Carpenter,  in  his  review  of  the  "  Medical  and  Physiological 
Commentaries,"  as  contained  in  the  April  No.  (1841)  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review,  and  a  Reviewer  of  the  same  work  (by  a  singu- 
lar coincidence),  in  the  April  No.  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review, 
are  pleased  to  deny  the  validity  of  my  Essay  on  the  Humoral  Pathology, 
but  do  not  attempt  its  refutation  by  a  single  fact  or  argument,  nor  have  I 
anywhere  seen  any  demonstration  against  it,  beyond  the  ipse  dixit  of  the 
writer.  The  Reviewer,  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical,  remarks  that — 
"  The  question  at  issue,  as  Dr.  Fame  fairly  states  it,  is  this — '  Whether 
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forcif];n  morblfio  cau«;cs  and  romodial  ai^ciUs,  in  ilioir  ordiiinry  morlos  of 
opcralion,  prodiicc'  llii'ir  primary  circcls  upon  tlu;  soKuls  or  upon  the  blood, 
and  the  laltcr  hcconx?  the  ransc  of  disease;  in  iIk;  lormcr ;  wlictlicr  we 
lia\t'  licrcdiiarv  lunnors,  as  ^^out,  scrodda,'  ik.(\  &:r.  We  ai'(!  salisfn.'d 
will)  lln;  answer  of  !\I.  Andral  tolliis  (jueslion,"  &:(•.  ke. — ( Ihv.  p.  dOO.) 

i\o\v,  M.  Andral  nncMjuivocally  afliiin.s,  and  allenij)ls  to  demonstrate 
by  sylloi^fisii(:  r(?asonin«j;,  lliat  ALii  diseases  are  owini^  to  a  primdrij  vitiated 
state  ofthe^  blood,  and  that  there  is  bnt  one  therapeutical  jiriueiple,  which 
is  founded  upon  this  path()lo<j,ical  do^ma,  and  whi(di  eonsisis  in  cleansing 
or  otherwise  icstorini:  the  blood  by  the  direct  action  of  remedial  a<'^ents, 
without  any  reference  to  the  stale  of  the  solids.  This  I  have  tiot  only 
ahundantly  shown  by  quotations  from  iM.  Andral  (Comw.,  Vol.  I.,  ])p.  ^  15, 
GI8,  ().'U) — 631,  6.3G — ()37,  &:c.),  but  that  it  is  the  doctiine  of  uiany 
other  living  and  distinguished  medical  writcMs.  (Sve  Comm.,  Vol.  I.,  ])p. 
:39'2— 400,  417,  419^  433—435,447,464—465,488,  517,  540  7?o/c, 
541,  543,  531.  533—539,  565,  576—581,  58*2,  586,  587  and  608 
7/0^^5,  609,  611,613,  639—610,  663,  667,  674,  696—698,  he.)  Dr. 
Latham  states  the  whole  pathological  and  therapeutical  doctrine,  when 
he  says  that  we  shall  doubtless  find  the  seminal  principle  of  disease  in  a 
})ravity  of  the  blood  itself,  and  that  the  worst  forms  of  Oner  will  yet  be 
cured  by  table-salt,  in  virtue  of  its  direct  blood-making  faculty.* — (Comm., 
Vol.  I.,  pp.  397,  657.)  Other  late  and  distinguished  writers  are  quoted 
to  the  same  effect.  The  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  and  the 
INIedico-Chirurgical  Review,  maintain  in  many  of  their  late  articles  the 
foregoing  doctrine,  or  do,  at  best,  but  tolerate  solidism  and  vitalism  where 
it  would  be  manifestly  preposterous  to  adopt  the  humoral  rationale. — (See 
Comm.,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  392—400,  534,  &ic.) 

I  come  now  to  the  specific  object  of  this  communication,  w  bicb  is  to 
substantiate  the  concluding  sentence  of  the  following  quotation  from  the 
*'  Commentaries,"  and  with  which  the  Essay  on  the  Humoral  Pathology 
commences.     Thus  : — 

"  Having  hitherto  investigated  the  character  of  the  forces  and  actions 
of  life,  we  are  better  prepared  for  considering  the  important  subject  of  the 
Humoral  Pathology. 

''  What  recollections  are  not  inspired  by  our  introductory  sentence  ! 
What  mind  so  insensible  to  tlie  past,  that  it  has  not  already  travelled  over 
the  various  eras  of  medicine,  and  passed  in  review  those  countless  sages 
that  cave  distinction  to  each?  Who  has  not  traced  from  Galen  to  the 
last  of  his  race,  the  brilliant  achievements,  the  heroic  hmiowu,  the  unex- 
ampled career  of  humoralism  ?  Who  has  not  fancied  that  last  man  stand- 
ing in  solitary,  hopeless  defence,  like  Caius  Marius  swearing  revenge 
over  the  ruins  of  Carthage?  Dividing  into  adverse  schools,  they  yet 
maintained  a  conimon  bond  of  union  through  the  doctrine  which  is  now 
uniting  us  with  remote  ages,  and  ivith  every  empyric  in  the  land^ — 
( Comm.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  385.) 

1  shall  subjoin  an  advertisement  by  the  acknowledged  chief  of  empy- 
rics,  which,  it  will  be  seen,  embraces  the  whole  philosophy  of  medicine  as 
now  cultivated  by  distinguished  humoralists,  reduces  pathology  and  thera- 

^  See  Latham's  Lectures  on  CliQical  Medicine,  p.  53.    1837.    American  edition. 
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peutics  to  a  simple  "  Unit,''  strips  them  of  ull  relation  to  physiology,  and 
in  the  candid  language  of  Magendie — "all  the  physician  can  do  is  to 
order  certain  remedies,  which,  if  necessary,  the  nurse  could  prescribe 
equally  well.'''  "•  You  saw  me,"  he  continues,  '•'  give  rise,  at  my  pita- 
sure,  to  pneumonia,  scurvy,  yellow  fever,  he,  not  to  mention  several 
other  affections  which,  so  to  speak,  1  called  into  hvAWi^  helbre  you." 
And  all  this  upon  cats  and  dogs. — (  Comm.,  Vol.  1.,  p.  397.)  It  is  said 
that  Professor  Chapman  is  wont  to  ask  his  medical  class  whether  they 
ever  saw  a  hen  with  smallpox.  Of  vitality  Magendie  speaks  also  the 
common  doctrine  of  the  physical  and  chemical  philosophers  of  life.  "  For 
my  part,"  he  says,  "  I  declare  boldly  that  I  look  upon  these  ideas  about 
vitality,  and  the  rest  of  it,  as  nothing  more  than  a  cloak  for  ignorance 
and  laziness." — (Ibid.)  This  degeneracy  of  medicine  has  grown  out  of 
the  recent  efforts  to  construe  the  results  of  life  by  the  forces  of  inorganic 
matter  and  upon  physical  and  chemical  principles. 

Endless  experiments  have  been  going  on  in  all  parts  of  Europe  with 
injections  of  putrid  and  other  morbific  substances,  and  even  of  quicksilver, 
into  the  circulation,  to  extort  from  their  results  the  conclusion  that  the  or- 
dinary causes  of  disease  are  absorbed  and  vitiate  the  blood.  These  ex- 
periments have  become  the  grand  foundation  of  the  doctrine,  whose  prac- 
tical consequences  are  so  forcibly  and  so  justly  set  forth  by  Magendie.  Or, 
if  we  turn  to  the  metropolis  of  Great  Britain,  where  Hunter  and  his  com- 
peers exalted  medicine  to  the  highest  dignity  amongst  the  sciences,  we 
shall  have  some  idea  of  the  intellectual  respect  in  which  it  is  regarded  by 
the  ablest  champions  of  humoralism,  by  quoting  the  precepts  lately  incul- 
cated by  Dr.  Latham  upon  a  class  of  medical  students. 

"  Knowledge,"  says  Dr.  Latham,  "  may  be  an  encumbrance  as  well 
as  a  help."  "  1  am  acquainted  with  men  who  never  have  done,  and  never 
can  do,  anythin.^,  because  they  know  too  much."  "  Nothing  is  more 
common  than  to  hear  it  said  of  some  eminent  and  distinguished  person — 
'  Eminent  and  dislinguibUed  as  he  is,  what  would  he  not  have  been  had 
he  possessed  the  learning  of  euch  an  one  ?'  Whereas,  if  he  had  pos- 
sessed one  particle  more  of  learning  than  he  has,  he  would  have  been 
nothing  at  all;  it  would  have  weighed  him  down  and  he  would  never 
have  been  heard  of"  !  "  Many  a  clever  man  practises  physic  with  tolera- 
ble success,  who  has  never  troubled  his  head  about  morbid  processes,  and 
who  has  not  the  remotest  notion  how  those  things  come  to  pass  which  he 
has  been  witnessing,  in  their  effects  or  their  symptoms,  all  the  days  of 
his  life"! — (Latham's  Clinical  Lectures,  pp.  16,  59.) 

On  the  other  hand,  we  are  told  by  Hippocrates,  that  medicine  is  re- 
lated to  all  other  sciences,  that  its  philosophical  attainment,  and  its  prac- 
tical application,  are  the  most  difficult  of  human  pursuits,  that  a  "  philo- 
sophical physician  is  like  a  god,"  and  he  urges  upon  his  son  the  study  of 
mathematics  as  an  important  foundation  for  medical  inquiries.  Zimmer- 
mann  and  other  illustrious  philosophers,  after  the  experience  of  more  than 
two  thousand  years  from  the  precepts  of  Hippocrates,  maintain  that  it  is 
only  men  of  genius  who  can,  without  erudition,  grasp  the  principles  of 
the  healing  art. — (Zimm.   on  KvperienCQ  in  Medicine.)     Let  us  not, 
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llicn,  throw  (liscoiirn^cinciils  in   ilio   way   of  iiitcllcftiml  culture,  whore  it 
is  so  much  (Iciiiandcd  hy  the  hi;^hest  interests  of  liuninnity. 

1  come  now  to  llu'  demonstration  ihai  the  w  liole  science  of  medicine, 
as  cuhivatiMl  hv  llie  most  al)h'  humoralists,  is  hicidly  expounded,  and  in- 
susceptihU;  ol  improvement  or  further  ilhistralion.  in  an  (uhu  rlisciiic.ni  hy 
BRANDiurrii,  which  I  copy  from  a  niiwspapcr  ol  the  "^^M  of  AuL(USt, 
1841  ;  and  I  shall  also  feel  it  due  to  tlie  cause  which  1  advocate,  and  for 
which  I  have  \)vvw  wholly  misrepresented  and  calumniated  hy  the  two 
leadini:;  medical  Jieviews  of  Europe,  to  incorporate  this  communication 
\\\{\\  the  "  Medical  and  Physiological  Commentaries,"  along  with  my 
pamphlet. 

Advertisement  hij  Benjamin  Brandrcth. — "  Diskask  a  Unit.  Im- 
purity of  Blood  the  only  Disease.  How  simple,  yet  how  wise,  how 
good  and  beautiful  aie  all  the  laws  of  Nature!  Simplicity  and  truth  are 
stamped  upon  every  law  of  the  creation.  The  migiity  worlds  which  roll 
in  space,  in  every  degree  of  velocity  and  direction,  are  all  governed  by 
Attraction  of  matter  to  matter.  This  principle  governs  the  hu- 
man body.  Brandreth^s  Vegetable  Universal  Pills  attract  all  impurities 
of  the  blood  to  the  bowels,  which  organ  expels  them  from  the  body. 
Attraction  and  disease  are  both  units.  All  accidents,  or  infections,  only 
affect  the  body  in  proportion  as  they  occasion  impurity  o[  ihe  blood.  The 
bowels,  for  instance,  are  costive — this  most  important  organ  is  closed — 
the  consequence  is  a  great  accumulation  of  impurities,  which,  as  they 
cannot  get  out  by  their  usual  passage,  are  forced  into  the  blood.  [And 
so  say  the  humoralists  of  accumulated  urine.*]  Thus  fevers,  colics, 
rheumatism,  coughs  and  colds,  are  often  produced.  But,  let  Brandretk's 
pills  be  used  in  such  doses  as  will  effectually  evacuate  the  bowels,  and 
health  is  restored  at  once.  Hot  weather,  by  occasioning  debility,  pro- 
duces impurities  of  the  blood ;  from  which  arise  dysentery,  cholera  mor- 
bus, crainps  in  the  bowels,  feebleness,  pains  in  the  back  and  hip-joints, 
headaches,  &;:c.  &£c.  These  unpleasant  companies  are  speedily  i-emoved  hy 
a  few  doses  of  the  Brandreth  pills,  which  soon  restore  health  by  purify- 
ing the  blood.  Grief,  great  anxiety  of  mind,  much  watching,  fear,  bad 
food,  intemperance,  residence  near  marshy  land,  tend,  in  a  powerful  de- 
gree, to  promote  impurity  of  the  blood,  which  soon  shows  itself  in  ery- 
sipelas, consumption,  epileptic  fits,  apoplexy,  scurvy,  fever  and  ague,  de- 
rangements of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  all  which  symptoms  will  soon  be 
removed  by  purifying  the  blood  with  the  Brandreth  pills.  [See  Andral 
in  "  Comm.y  Vol.  I.  ut.  cit.]  Smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  putrid  fevers, 
even  spotted  fever,  and  fevers  of  all  kinds,  are  propagated  only  by  those 
whose  blood  is  in  a  state  of  impurity.  These  maladies  are  mild  or  viru- 
lent according  as  the  blood  be  charged  with  impurities  previous  to  the  in- 
fection being  received,  and  never  attack  those  whose  blood  is  in  a  state  of 
purity.  [See  Comm.,  ut  cit.]  The  Brandreth  pills,  by  purifying  the 
blood,  soon  cure  these  maladies.  Ulcers  are  produced  by  impurities  of 
the  blood.  The  part  where  it  breaks  out  has,  in  days  gone  by,  been  in- 
jured, and  therefore  its  powers  could  not  repel  the  impurity  of  the  blood 

*  See  Comm.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  601—608,  <kc.     Were  urine  absorbed,  it  would  produce  violent  inflaiDiua- 
tion  uot  only  of  the  absorbents  of  the  bladder,  but  in  all  other  parts.    And  so  of  bile. 
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when  it  settled  upon  it.  [See  Coinm.,  iit  cit.]  Soon  the  acidity  excoriates 
and  opens  the  ulcer.  Here  we  have  a  drain  or  outU^  opened  for  the? 
bad  humors,  for  the  impurity  of  the  hlood  to  pour  out  of  the  hody.  [See 
Cumin. ,  ul  cit.J      Brandrith's  pills,"'  isic.  &ie. 

Such,  then,  is  a  truly  luuiinous  exposition  of  the  w  hole  doctrine  of  liu- 
moralisui — only  Brandreth's  philosophy  does  not  reco;4nize  the  absorption 
of  his  pills.  He  seems  to  he  sensil)le  that  they  are  incapahle  ol  con- 
verliui^  diseased  and  impure  to  healthy  hlood  hy  mixin;^  with  that  fluid, 
and  has  therefore  suhsiitutefl  the  ini;enious  hypothesis  of  attraction — for 
which  he  finds  an  analo'^y  in  cohesion  and  gravitation,  just  as  Dr.  Car- 
penter doL's  in  the  "  development  of  the  magnetic  powers  of  iron  "  for 
the  "  development  of  the  vital  properties  which  are  dormant  in  the  ele- 
ments of  matter,"  when  the  former,  like  the  latter  in  respect  to  organiza- 
tion, is  placed  in  a  favorahle  relation  to  the  magnetic  influence. 

How  far  it  is  prohahle  Dr.  Carpenter  may  he  indehted  to  Brandrelh's 
advertisements  for  his  conceptions  of  the  humoral  pathology,  as  set  forth 
in  his  review  of  the  "  Medical  and  Physiological  Commentaries,"  can 
only  be  inferred  from  the  general  conviction  of  plagiarism  which  1  have 
proved  upon  him  in  my  pamphlet,  and  especially  his  signal  preference  of  the 
writings  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Channing,  as  exhibited  in  his  "  Principles  of 
General  and  Coinparative  Physiology,"  and  in  extensive  Essays  in  the 
British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  con- 
ceal the  gratification  at  finding  American  authors  in  such  high  tavor  with 
our  distinguished  transatlantic  friends  ;  and,  huinble  as  may  be  our  Ameri- 
can humoralist  in  the  estimation  of  the  eminent  philosophers  of  his  school, 
it  cannot  be  concealed  that  a  more  able  exposition  of  the  doctrines  of  hu- 
moralism  has  never  been  vouchsafed  to  the  world,  nor  the  whole  philoso- 
phy of  medicine  more  comprehensively  set  fortli.  This  1  am  induced 
to  claim  in  behalf  of  Ameiica. 

Beyond  the  haunts  of  the  empyric,  however,  let  me  once  more  say, 
that  America  has  scarcely  yet  been  tainted  with  ihe  physical  doctrines  of 
life  or  their  natural  offspring,  the  vagaries  of  humoralism.  She  still  pre- 
sents, in  the  midst  of  nations  whose  eminent  men  have,  at  former  times, 
directed  the  destinies  of  science,  the  astonisliing  spectacle  of  an  almost 
entire  profession  devoted  to  the  Hippocratic  method  of  observing  nature, 
clinging  to  the  experience  of  the  past,  avoiding  the  fruits  of  that  philoso- 
phy which  is  founded  on  the  ruins  of  nature,  nor  yet  seeks  an  interpre- 
tation of  her  vital  phenomena  in  the  crucible  of  the  chemist  or  thiough 
the  glass  of  the  optician.  She  remains  unshaken  by  the  convulsion 
around  her. 

Let  us  continue  to  cultivate  physiology  as  the  most  profound  and  the 
sublimest  department  of  nature — to  look  upon  the  invasions  of  physics  and 
chemistry  as  the  ambitious  strides  of  a  giant  who  would  gain  a  monopoly  of 
the  earth,  and  upon  any  act  of  submission  as  a  degradation  of  ourselves  and 
of  that  philosophy  which  can  alone  protect  the  Attributes  of  Him  who  gave 
it  existence.  Let  it  still  be  the  ruling  genius  of  this  land  to  consult  the 
understanding  first,  and  the  imao^ination  and  senses  next ;  and,  whatever 
we  may  obtain  from  abroad,  that  concerns  the  interests  of  medicine,  may 
it  still  be  subjected  to  rigorous  analysis,  and  to  the  test  of  reason  and  in- 
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dividual  rxprricMicc.  L(>t  us  still  ^^)  on  ns  \v(?  have;  1)('(mi  L^oinfr,  '' ^^'Ulicr- 
iii!^  like  llu'  1)('('  lion  ahroad,  hut  dincsiini^  that  wliicli  is  ^.Mllicred  bij  Ins 
own  virtues;^  still  lt'a\iiiL;  tlic  pliaiiloiu  ol  ''  viiality  and  sj)iiitiiality  in  the 
rlcmcnts  of  mailer"  —  tli(3  "frail  (.'inbryo  of  ortranic.  clicrnislry  " — tin; 
di'lKMidcnls  upon  morbid  anatomy  for  liic  diagnosis  of  ihat  disease  uliieli 
has  pul  an  end  to  its  speeidalivo  treatment — Ijonutopalliy — animal  mag- 
netism— "artideial  diiiestion  " — llie  mathematical  iiumhui: — still  leaving'" 
th(\se,  and  all  olliers  like  them,  *'  to  spin  outjlkc^  the  spider,  all  iheir  own 
bowels,"  and  thanking  "  the  emjiyrieal  philosophers,  who,  like  pismires, 
only  lay  up  and  use  their  own  store,"  for  any  |)r()porlion  of  their  harvest 
ihey  may  be  w  illing  so  spare — being  ever  willing  to  receive  from  liie  fore- 
going phalanx  their  castigalions  for  our  unambitious  perseverance  upon  the 
well-beaten  jKith  of  nature,  or  their  contumely  for  our  undaunted  energy 
in  the  treatment  of  disease,  or  their  maledictions  for  waiting  u[)on  naiure 
when  art  has  won  its  triumph.  Respectfully  yours, 

New  York,  August  '2S,  1S41.  M.  Paine. 
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MEDICAL  CONVENTION   OF   OHIO. 

A  COPY  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  which  met  at  Columbus 
on  the  5th,  6ih  and  7ih  of  May  last,  has  been  received.  The  dissertation 
by  Dr.  J.  P.  Harrison,  on  the  diseases  induced  by  mercury,  is  reserved  for 
a  leisure  day.  That  on  medical  education,  by  the  same  industrious  and 
learned  gentleman,  is  worthy  of  the  careful  examination  of  the  guardians 
of  the  profession.  Florula  Lancastriensis  is  a  formidable  paper,  which 
we  passed  over  hurriedly,  having  always  stood  in  great  dread  o(  technical 
botany.  Dr.  Dawson's  paper  on  the  winter  fever  that  prevailed  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Green  County,  shows  the  critical  observation  of  a  consci- 
entious practitioner,  intent  upon  the  important  business  of  doing  his  duty 
most  faithfully. 

Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. — By  an  advertisement  in  this  day's 
Joiirnal  it  wmII  be  observed  that  Dr.  Tully  has  resigned  his  professorship 
of  Materia  Medica  in  Yale  College,  and  that  Prof.  Ives  is  temporarily  to 
supply  that  chair.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  school  is  deprived  of  the 
talents  and  profound  learning  of  Prof.  Tully.  Prof.  Ives,  however,  who 
is  a  distinguished  botanist,  formerly  occupied  the  chair  of  Materia  i\Iedica, 
and  will  again  be  at  home  in  that  department,  in  which  his  lectures,  es- 
pecially those  on  our  indigenous  materia  medica,  contributed  much  in 
former  times  to  the  celebrity  of  the  school. 


A  singular  Dwarf. — At  Mr.  Harrington's  Museum,  in  this  city,  there 
is  on  exhibition,  a  boy,  now  in  his  sixteenth  year,  who  is  but  37  inches 
tall,  with  a  girth  of  12  inches  round  the  waist,  and  weighs,  including  dress, 
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only  24  pounds!  He  is  called  James  Washburn,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
born  in  Vermont.  Alihouyh  he  has  a  bri^'ht,  sparklinnr  eye,  ihe  (ealnres 
are  small,  contracted,  pale,  and  of  a  ^ii'kly  line,  yet  he  is  repre>enied 
to  be  in  excellent  health.  Some  of  the  phrenoloy;i(al  indicatiotis  of  the 
head  show  him  to  be  afTHnionate  and  imiui-iiive,  yet  in  intellecinal  de- 
velopment he  is  siill  a  child.  There  seems  lo  be  some  mystery  about  the 
matter — as  no  one  can  say  distinctly  where  he  came  from,  or  who  his 
parents  are.  It  is  said  that  his  mother  was  ^really  frightened  bel'ore  his 
birth,  by  bein<^  suddenly  shown  her  own  father's  corpse.  For  some  years 
there  has  been  no  alteration  in  his  personal  ap[)earance,  and  it  is  there- 
fore presumed  there  will  be  no  future  increase  of  (growth.  We  notice 
this  boy  as  physiologists.  Those  who  study  the  character  of  animal  or- 
ganization, or  watch  the  influence  which  the  mechanism  of  the  body  ob- 
viously has  over  the  condition  of  the  mind,  should  visit  this  anomaly — 
this  wide  departure  of  nature  from  her  common  course  of  oj)erations. 


Righy's  Midwiferij. — A  large,  well-finished  volume,  from  the  press  of 
Messrs.  Lea  &  F^lanchard,  Philadelphia,  has  been  promptly  delivered  to 
us  by  our  neighbor  Tirknor.  The  merits  of  the  work  will  be  speedily 
set  forth.    In  the  mean  time  the  publishers  will  please  to  accept  our  thanks. 


Dental  Science. — The  11th  and  12th  Nos.  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Dental  Science,  came  on  Friday,  and  are  equal  in  value  to  any  wiiich 
have  preceded  them.  We  should  hardly  be  willing  to  employ  an  opera- 
tive dentist  who  did  not  take  this  important  publication.  Without  it,  it 
seems  impossible  that  any  one  should  keep  pace  with  the  scientific  and 
mechanical  advances  of  modern  dentistry. 


New  Books  in  Progress. — A  new  edition  of  Dockland's  Geology,  with 
additions.  —  An  atlas  of  plates,  illustrative  of  the  principles  and  practice  of 
obstetric   medicine,  by  Mr.    F.   H.  Ramsbolham,  in    a   lar'^e  volume,  con- 
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surgeons,  physicians,  medical  schools,  &;c.,  seen  in  Boston  ? — The  fourth 
edition  of  Dr.  Dunglison's  Physiology,  improved  and  modified,  seems  not 
to  have  been  sufficiently  known  this  way.  Every  physician  should  pos- 
sess a  copy,  if  possible. 

Boston  Lunatic  Hospital. — From  July  1,  1S40,  to  June  30,  1841,  the 
whole  number  of  patients  in  the  Hospital  has  been  136  ;  of  whom  74 
were  males  and  62  were  females.  Of  these,  87  were  in  the  Hospital  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  49  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  and 
103  remain  at  its  close.  Of  the  136  who  have  been  inmates  of  the  Hos- 
pital during  the  year,  30  have  been  recent  cases  (of  less  duration  than 
one  year),  and  106  have  been  old  cases  (of  longer  duration  than  one  year). 
Of  those  in  the  Hospital  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  5  were  recent 
and  82  were  old  cases.  Of  those  since  admitted,  25  were  recent  and  24 
were  old  cases,  and  there  now  remain  in  the  wards,  12  recent  and  96  old 
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cases.  TIk?  number  of  di-snluriros  Hurinn;  the  yonr  has  been  2S.  Of 
theso,  li  b:iil  rt'covercvl,  Li  iinprovtMl,  4  nol  iiriprovod,  1  (dopL'd,  and  7  died. 
or  ihe  6  iinprovi'cl  and  uininprovc  I.  1  \vi;ri3  slmiI  lo  ihcir  friends  or  to 
towns  liable  for  iheir  SM|iport,  and  2  were  adniilied  lo  ific  House  of  Indus- 
try. Eii^iUcen  were  r(M'(>nl  cases,  of  whom  l.'i  had  recovered,  1  improved, 
1  eloped,  and  'i  died.  The  remaining  10  were  old  cases,  of  whom  1  re- 
covered, 1  improved,  4  not  improved,  and  4  died. 

Of  the  90  (lid  cases,  there  arc  verv  few  for  whom  the  hope  of  recovery 
can  be  indulg^ed.  The  resnils  of  the  experience  of  lunatic  hospitals  jus- 
tify the  assertion,  that  under  tlie  present  system  of  treatment  the  frrcat 
majority  of  those-  now  doomed  to  live  in  hopeless  insanity  and  depen- 
dence, would  have  been  restored  to  sanity,  the  privileges  and  enjoyments 
of  society  antl  the  ca|)acity  of  self-support. 

From  the  date  of  the  admission  of  the  first  patient,  Dec.  11,  18.39,  to 
the  present  time,  the  whole  number  admitted  is  153;  85  males  and  68  fe- 
males. The  whole  number  discharged  is  45,  30  males  and  15  females; 
of  whom  19  had  recovered,  3  improved,  12  not  improved,  9  died,  and  2 
eloped.  Thirty-five  recent  ca-^es  have  been  a(]mitied  ;  of  these,  17  have 
been  discharged  recovered,  ]  improved,  4  died,  1  eloped,  and  12  remain. 
Of  those  remaining,  8  have  been  admitted  during  the  last  quarter,  and 
several  have  nearly  recovered.  Of  the  118  old  cases  admitted,  two  have 
been  discharged  recovered,  1  improved,  12  not  improved,  1  eloped,  4  have 
died,  and  96  remain. — Dr.  Butler's  Report. 


Diseases  of  the  Stomach  and  Bowels. — Dr.  Robert  Dick,  of  Edinburgh, 
is  the  author  of  a  work  lately  published  on  the  derangements  of  the  or- 
gans of  digestion.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  notice  of  it  in 
the  London  Lancet. 

"  The  author  throughout  the  work  bas  set  bimself  unqualifiedly  to  dis- 
countenance the  preference  now  entertained  both  by  many  practitioners 
and  the  public,  for  animal  and  farinaceous  diet,  in  digestive  derangements. 
He  shows  that  while  the  use  of  bulky  and  flatulent  vegetables,  as  cab- 
bages, turnips,  &c.,  are  not  always  advisable  in  this  class  of  coniplaints, 
yet  that  the  use  of  such  fruits  as  grapes,  pomegranates,  apples,  pears, 
oranges,  strawberries,  cherries,  lettuces,  celery,  rhubarb,  &:c.,  is,  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  not  only  innocent,  but  absolutely  indispensable  for  the  thorough 
cure  of  the  greater  part  of  derangements  of  the  stomach  and  bowels; 
that,  under  their  use,  these  organs  may  be  aimeliorated  in  a  degree  in 
which,  without  that  use,  and  by  medicines  alone,  they  could  never  be; 
that,  thereby,  regular  and  healthy  evacuations,  otherwise  unattainable, 
may  be  procured,  and,  what  is  of  vast  importance,  that  a  multitude  of 
those  unpleasant  and  intractable  symptoms  called  ^'- neriious'"  will  vanish 
under  the  employment  of  vegetable  diet,  such  as  is  specified  in  the  work, 
and  used  with  the  cautions  there  laid  down." 


Lu7iatics  hi  North  Carolina. — Almost  every  State  in  the  Union  has  an 
asvlum  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  those  unfortunate  beings 
who,  deprived  of  reason,  have  the  strongest  claims  upon  the  humanity  of 
their  fellow  beings.  But  North  Carolina  can  boast  of  no  such  institution, 
though  the  recent  census  discloses  the  astonishing  fact,  that  she  has  within 
her  limits ^re  hundred  and  eighty  persons  of  this  description. 
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Treatment  of  Milk-sickness. — Dr.  John  Evans,  of  Attica,  Indiana,  has 
sent  us  a  short  acoounl  of  a  method  of  treating  this  disease,  pursued  for 
some  vears  pa^^l  hy  Dr.  Wilson  of  that  town,  and  lately  hy  himsielf.  which 
he  affirms  is  almost  invariably  successful.  'I'he  prescription  is  as  follows  : 
K.  Pulv.  rhei,  3  i-  ;  may^nes.  cal.,  3  ss.  Mix.  A  tablespoonful  lobe 
given  in  mucilacje  every  two  hours,  till  purging  is  produced.  If  vomited 
up,  a  new  do-^e  must  be  immediately  administered. —  Western  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  sickness  at  Norwich,  Cont>.,  of  which  there 
were  alarming  reports,  appears  to  have  been  overrated. — A  physician  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  is  soon  to  be  tried  for  the  crime  of  producing  an 
abortion  on  a  young  woman  of  ihai  city. — Dr.  McCliniock,  the  professor 
of  anatomy  and  physiology  in  the  Beri^shire  Medical  College,  is  at  his 
post  at  that  flourishing  Insiituiion,  having  only  been  temporarily  absent 
at  Casileton  ; — the  demonstrator  of  anatomy  merely  recapitulated  the  sub- 
jects of  the  previous  lectures,  till  the  doctor's  reiurtj  frorn  Casileton. — Tar, 
freely  applied  to  the  diseased  hoofs  of  horses  or  calile,  is  said  to  be  the 
best  of  remedies — particularly  when  there  is  a  purulent  discharge.  —  H. 
H.  Sherwood,  M.D.,  is  the  author  of  a  novel  work,  just  from  the  press, 
entitled  "  The  motive  power  of  organic  life  and  magnetic  phenomena  of 
terrestrial  and  planetary  motions'^  &c.,  which  should  be  placed  in  this 
market,  itnmediately.  Messrs.  H.  A.  Chapin  &  Co.  are  the  publishers. 
—  Dr.  Peter  G.  Douglass,  of  some  notoriety  in  connection  with  specifics 
of  one  sort  and  arjoiher,  was  apprehended  and  imprisoned,  says  the  Boston 
Atlas,  at  Dedham,  last  week,  for  forgery. — Phrenology  is  taking  high 
ground  in  Italy,  by  attracting  the  attention  of  the  learned  and  scientific. — 
An  Anthropological  Society  was  organized  in  London  as  long  ago  as  1836, 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  laws  of  the  Creator  in  reference  lo 
man.  —  Dr.  John  Epps,  a  skilful  English  physician,  imagines  that  he  has 
treated  many  cases  of  epilepsy  and  other  diseases  successfully,  by  means 
of  the  light  phrenology  has  thrown  on  the  functions  of  the  brain. — The 
celebrated  Dr.  Andrew  Combe,  of  Edinburgh,  is  said  to  be  fast  declining 
in  health. — The  fever  was  increasing  in  New  Orleans,  contrary  to  the  e.K- 
pectations  of  the  people,  when  the  last  bulletin  came. —  Dental  and  surgi- 
cal instruments  of  excellent  workmanship,  no  way  inferior  lo  the  best 
specimens  of  foreign  manufacture,  are  on  exhibition  at  this  time  in  the 
Mechanics'  Fair,  in  Boston. — La  Fayette,  near  New  Orleans,  is  said  to  be 
as  sadly  smitten  with  yellow  fever  as  the  city. — Henry  H.  Childs,  M.D., 
extensively  known  to  the  profession  throughout  New  England,  is  the  de- 
mocratic candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor  o{  Massachusetts.  —  According 
to  a  Brussels  paper  there  are  fifteen  persons  in  Belgium  above  100  vears 
of  ane,  of  whom  nine  are  fenjales.  One  of  the  latter  is  104,  and  two 
others  105  years  old. — If  possible,  the  farce  and  impositions  of  animal 
magnetism,  in  London,  about  these  days,  exceed  even  those  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic.  None,  however,  but  the  ignorant,  countenance  such  tom- 
foolery, either  here  or  there. — Drs.  Hall  and  Prout,  of  the  St.  Louis  Medi- 
cal School,  have  resigned  their  professorships  ;  and  Dr.  W.  Carr  Lane,  of 
that  city,  and  Dr.  Richard  F.  Barrett,  of  Springfield,  III.,  have  been  ap- 
pointed their  successors. — Dr.  Jno.  P.  Harrison,  late  professor  of  Materia 
Medica  in  the  Cincinnati  College,  has  been  appointed  to  the  same  chair 
in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 
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Nilinlirr  olMcaths  in  Unstrm  for  the  work  cndin;;  Hrpt. 'Jltli,  .11.  — MiiIch,  l.'J ;  rrmitlPH,  21.    Rtillhnrn,  .3. 
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MKDICAL    IiN'Sri  IMJ'riON    OT    YAI-K    CoLLKCiK. 

In  c<ins(M|iicnrf  ol"  the  rcoiMit  rcsi^mition  ()('  ridC.  'I'lilly,  iit  a  period  loo  laic  for  llu;  apitointirn'iil  r)f  a 
8Hrrt«sor  I'or  this  Hcasoii,  the  coiirst?  of  Lccliin's  on  INIaiciia  Mcdiea  will  Ik;  jjiveii  hy  Prof.  Ivch, 
Willi  siicli  assi^lall(•l:  as  he  may  reiiuire  from  llic  oilier  prcjlessor.s.  The  term  will  eommeiue  on  Tlium- 
day,  the  .tilth  iiisi.  CIIARI>i;rt  JIOOKKR,  Stc'rit. 

A«if //(H«/i,  ic/;/.  ly/A,  1811.  S.  29— Ip 
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HUSTON    IMKDICAL    SCIIOOI. 

The  subscribers  continue  lo  receive  students  in  medicine,  aiid  to  afTord  tlM:in  every  advantaqc  in 
the  pnrsnil  ol"  their  iirolession.     Th«!  followinj,'  conrsc;  will  he  pnrsned  during:  the  eiisiiiiii;  medical  year. 

For  those  ^lentlcineii  who  intend  presenlinj;  themselves  lor  deforces  alter  ilie  next  series  of  lectures 
nt  the  .Medical  t'olley;e  olHarvard  University,  special  and  minute  examinations  will  be  held  upon  the 
niimcroMs  briinchcs  of  medicine  and  siiryery. 

SunlcMls  will  lie  admiiltd  to  the  medical  and  siir>^ical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  flospi- 
tnl,  and  lo  the  Inlirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  l.iinirs.  At  the  Hospital,  Ur.  Bowditch  will  deliver  a 
course  of  clinical  lectures ;  and  there,  as  well  as  at  the  Inlirmary,  practical  lessons  in  auscultation 
Will  be  all'orded. 

Occasional  opportunities  will  be  had  for  private  practice  in  midwifery,  siirf^cry,  <fcc. 

Arraniiemenis  have  been  made  for  an  abnndanl  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  jiractical  anatomy, 
in  wliicli  branch  the  students  will  he  assisted  by  one  of  the  inslruclers. 

A  meeiiiii;  of  the  students  (or  the  purpose  of  re|)orting  (;ases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, is  held  weekly  under  ihe  su|)erinlendence  of  one  of  the  instructens. 

A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  fidlows. 

On  I)escri|)tive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by        -        -  Dr.  Stedman. 

Theory  and  Praciice  of  Medicine,  by    -----        -  Dn.  Perry. 

Diseases  of  the  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by  ....  Dr.  Bowditch. 

ISlaleria  Medica  and  Chemistry,  by        ---..-  Dr.  Wiley. 

Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  li^Mit,  free  of  expense. 

For  terms,  ajiplv  to  H.  G.  VVilev,  M.D.,  or  to  either  of  the  subscribers. 

M.  S.  PERRV,  M.I).',  412  Washiiision  st.         C.  U.  STEDMAN,  M.D.,  7  Hanover  st. 

H.  I.  BOWDlTCil,  M.D.,  8  Otis  j.lace.  H.  G.  WILEY,  M.D.,  167  Washington  st. 

Boston,  Sept.  6,  1841.  S  1-5— eplin— eoptf 

JEFrERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 
Sf.ssion  ok    1841  —  42. 
The  regular  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  (Irsi  Monday  of  November. 

Roni.EY  Dl'ngi-i.so.\,  M.D.,  Prolessor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
Robert  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  General  Therajjentics. 
Joseph  Pancoast,  M.l).,  Prolessor  of  General,  Descriptive,  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 
J.  K.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Professor  (d' Practice  of  Medicine. 
Thoma.s  D.  Mutter,  i>LD.,  F'rofessor  o(  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  Professor  of  OI)stetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Frvnklin   Bache,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
On  and  after  the  first  of  October,  the  disseciing  room  will  be  open,  and  the  Professor  of  Anatomy 
will  give  his  personal  attendance  thereto.     Clinical  instruction  will  likewise  be  given  at  the  Dispen- 
sary of  the  Collciie. 

During  the  course,  ample  opportunities  will  be  afTorded  for  clinical  instruction;  Professors  Dun- 
glison,  Huston,  and  Pancoast  being  medical  officers  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital;  Prtd'essor  Meigs  of 
the  Penns>  Ivaiiia  Hospital;  and  Professor  Mutter.  Surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia  Dis|tensary. 

Professor  Dumilison  will  lecture  reizularly  on  Clinical  Medicine,  and  Professor  Pancoast  on  Clinical 
Suigery,  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  lliiotiiihout  the  course. 

Added  to  these  facilities,  the  Museu;ii  of  the  Iiislitiuion  alTords  essential  aid  to  the  student,  by  its 
various  anatomical,  pathological,  and  obstetrical  prejiaraiions  and  drawings,  as  well  as  by  the  diversi- 
fied specimens  of  genuine  and  spurious  articles,  and  plates,  drawings,  <tc.,  for  illustrating  the  materia 
medica.  These,  with  the  numerous  and  varied  specimens  that  have  been  recentli/  added  from  the 
private  collections  of  the  members  of  the  faculty,  render  the  Museum  and  Cabinets  more  rich  and 
effective  for  the  purpose  of  Medical  Instruction  than  they  have  ever  been. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M  D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

TREMONT-STREET    MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  subscribers,  at  their  rooms  in  Tremont  street,  continue  to  give  personal  instruction  to  private  pupils 
as  heretofore,  in  the  various  branches  of  medicine,  in  connection  with  the  practical  (lursuit  of  analomy, 
and  attendance  on  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Eye  and  Ear  Innrmary,  and  the  other  op- 
portunities belonging  to  their  school.  J.\COB  BKJELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Jy  28— eoply  D.  MLMPII  RE  VS  STORER  , 

OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

DR.    J.    J     MOORMAN, 

RF.SinKNT    PHYSICIAN    AT    THE    WHIPK    SUI.PIIDR    SPRINGS,    VA. 
MvY  he  consulted  by  persons  at  a  distance,  as  to  the  propriety    of  usinjr  the   White  Sulphur  Water.,  fn 
particular  diseases.  Arc.     CommunicaticMis,  descriptive    of  the  case,  enclosiiiiz  the  ordinary  fee  of  $5, 
directed,  post-paid,  to  Df.  M.  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  will  be  promptly  responded  to. 
October  2M,  1840.  O.  28— laratMcheopiO 
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MASSACHUSETTS   MKDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Thkrb  will  be  a  Staled  Mtreliug  o(  ilie  Couiiseliors  ol  ihe  Huciety  oii  WcdiieMilny,  the  Bixlh  of  Octo- 
ber, iti  11,  A.  >!.,  ill  thtrii-  room,  Maaoim;  Temple,  Tiemoiil  ijiieel.  GEUKlJE   VV.  OTiri,  JR. 

**•  iii  — till  HecorUinig  ittcrttary, 

MKl)    DKPAR'l'.VIKN  r  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  IN   I'UILADELIMMA. 

Tilt;  Lecimes  in  ttiis  lusiitiiliuii  will  comiueiice,  as  usual,  on  Ihe  lirsl  Monday  ia  November,  and  cou- 
tiuue  uulil  llie  tiral  ol'  Mutcli.     'I'lie  laculty  is  comiuttied  us  lolluvvis : 

fjv.MLEL  CifcoKUK  Moufo.N,  M.U.,  Auatoiiiy  and  Phybiolo^y. 

GfcoHOk;  M'Clkllv.n,  M.L).,  Hnrgery. 

W'iLi.iAM  Rlsh,  ML).,  I'nncipks  iind  Prnciice  of  Medicine. 

Kdulki'  Mo.n  rooMKuv  biiiu,  M.U.,  Insiiiuies  ot  Medicine  and  Materia  Medlca. 

SSv.umL  M'Clklla.n,  M.D.,  Ob»telrici>,  and  llie  Dinetiseii  ol   Women  and  Cluldren. 

WvLTtR  tt.  Jou.Nso.v,  A.AI.,  Clieinistry  and  NalutuI  I'liilosoiiliy. 

The  Collejje  possesaes  a  hpuciouji  reading  room,  an  exieiibive  museum  illustrative  of  the  several 
deparlmenis  ot  medical  science,  and  well-ventiluied  disseciing  rooms.  The  laller  are  Just  completed, 
and  will  atl'ord  every  lucilily  lor  Ihe  nroseculioa  of  practical  anatomy. 

S5.  22-ei.t)W  cj.  G.  MORTON,  M.D.,  Dtan. 

MEDICAL    LI.CTUKES    JN    BOSTON. 

These  Lectures  begin  annually  in  ihc  Medical  College,  iu  Mason  street,  iiostoii,  on  the  first  Wedne«- 
duy  iu  November,  and  continue  four  months. 

Fees. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by              -             -  Dr.  Warrev,  $15,00 

Midwifery  and  Med.  Jurisprudence,  by               -             -  l)u.  Cuv.nmno,  10,00 

Materia  Medica,  by       -----            -  Du.  Hir.ELow,  10,00 

Pniici|)le.s  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by             -  Dr.  Havward,  10,00 

Chemistry,  by            -----            -  Dr.   Webster,  15,00 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Drs.   Ware  and  BioELOW,       15,00 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  May  29,  1811,  it  was  Voted,  That  hereafter  two  full  courses  of 
lectures  in  tlii;<  school  be  re<iuired  ol  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  But  for  one  of 
these  c  ■urses  a  substitute  may  be  received  in  a  course  of  liijtures  at  aiiv  other  medical  insiilulion  in 
wiiich  the  number  of  teachers  is  not  less  than  si.v,  and  iu  which  the  time  occupied  by  lectures  is  not 
less  than  four  mouths.  WALTER  Cil.VxNNLNG,  Dean. 

Hoston,  August  21,  1841.  S  1— epiN 

L'NIVEK.>irY    OF    M;\V    YOIIK— Dl.PART.MENT   OF    MEDICINE. 

The  Hiinual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the   last  Monday  of  October  ne.vt,  and  continue 
until  the  ensuing  March. 

Valentine  Mi)rr,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
Grvnville  Si. HI'  PinisoN,  M.l>.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
Jj.i\   R.iVii»E,  M.D.,  Pndessor  of  Theory  and  I'ractice  of  Medicine. 
MiRTYN   PviNE,  M.I).,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Meiliciiie  and  Materia  Medira. 
Gunning  S.   Bjiui'oui),  M.D.,  Professor  of  Ohstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
John   W.  Drvper,  .NLU.,  Prole-sor  of  Chemistry. 
Tiie  fees  for  a  full  course  of  lectures  amount  to   $105.     Matriculation  fee,  $5.     Respectable  board 
and  lodiriiig  can  be  obtained  at  from  $2,50  to  $3,00  per  week. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  which  the  hospitals  of  New  York  offer  for  clinical  instruction,  n  SuRoi- 
c\L  Ci.iNiyiiE  has  been  instituted  in  the  College  building  under  the  direction  of  the  Prolessors  of 
Surgery  and  Anatomy.  JOHN  W.  DRAPER, 

Jy  28 — eoptNl  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  nevt  annual  session  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  1841,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks. 

AL0EN  March,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

James  M'Nalghton,  M.D.,  Prof.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

T.  R.)MEYN  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof.  Materia  Medica. 

Ebe.nezer  E^imons,  M.I).,  Prof.  Obstetrics  and  Natural  History. 

Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

JvMES  H.  Arhsby,  M.D.,  Prof.  Anatomy. 

Thomas  Hun,  MD.,  Prof.  Institutes  of  Medicine. 

Amos  Devn,  Esii.,  Prof.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
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POISONING    liY   ARSENIC. 

[Uoinnuiniciited  Tor  the  Horiton  Medical  and  Surgicul  Jouriittl.j 

In  ex;nnininix  the   I\Tedico-Chirur<ncal   Review   from    18*28  to  1841,  we 
find  33  cases  of  poisoning  by  arsenic,  11  of  which  died  ;   viz., 


Recovered. 

Died. 

Lenjfih  of  time  to  death. 

Accidental 

25 

20 

1^ 
O 

from  36  liouis  to  28  days. 
C  in  17  hours,  dead 

Suicide 

5 

2 

3 

<m  15  hours,     " 
(  in     9  hours,    " 
r  in     7  hours,     " 

Murder 

3 

3 

}  in    8  hours,    " 

/  time  not  remembered. 

33  22  11 

Of  the  tln'ee  murders  committed,  two  were  by  females.  The  one  of 
which  so  little  is  known  was,  1  think,  committed  by  the  mate  of  a  vessel 
on  a  man  on  board,  with  whom  he  had  a  quarrel.  Of  the  five  suicides, 
four  were  females,  and  one  a  male,  who  was  so  excessively  frightened  the 
moment  he  had  taken  the  poison,  that  he  applied  immediately  for  relief, 
and  recovered.  '-This  is  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  females  poison, 
and  men  shoot  or  stab." 

Accidental  Poisoning. — The  longest  period  of  sickness,  and  the  short- 
est, occurred  in  one  family.  We  give  it  in  the  words  of  Dr.  John-^on,  as 
he  copied  it  from  the  Joiun.  Univ.  et  Heb.,  })ul)li5hed  1832.  "  M.  and 
M'me  Caillette,  bavin";  eaten  some  bouilli  and  other  meats  at  dinner,  were 
seized,  two  houi's  after,  with  sickness  and  vomiting,  which,  however,  by 
degrees  ceased,  and  did  not  again  return  till  next  morning.  Purging  now 
supervened,  and  the  stools  were  inodorous  and  unhealthy.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  vomiting  was  attended  with  much  anxiety  and  great  pros- 
tration of  strength,  and  a  sensation  of  tightness  at  the  throat. 

"  The  day  after  the  above  patients  were  seized,  a  domestic,  who  had 
also  eaten  of  the  bouilli,  became  dangerously  ill,  with  extreme  exhaustion 
— feeble,  whispering  voice — pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt — involuntary  twilch- 
ings  of  the  muscles — vomiting  and  painfid  purging.  She  died  thirty-six. 
hours  after  seizure.  Also  a  beggar,  who  had  applied  to  the  first  patients 
for  charity,  had  received  some  of  the  bouilli,  whi'.-h  he  voraciously  de- 
voured. Soon  afterwards  violent  vomiting  and  puiging,  extreme  thirst,  and 
universal  tremors,  came  on,  and  were  succeeded  by  a  stale  of  coma.  He, 
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however,  slowly  recovered  ;  but  not  so  M.  and  M'nie  Caillette,  who  linger- 
ed,  llie  loniier  lor  lliirteen  days,  the  latter  for  four  weeks.  Before  death.  il)ey 
both  sutfered  much,  from  a  sense  of  burning  in  the  throat,  dysphagia,  {a- 
ver,  aphthous  ulcerations  on  the  mouth  and  tongue,  and  a  remarkable  in- 
sensibility in  the  hands  and  feet;  in  short,  the  symptoms  of  chronic  gas- 
tro-enteritis.  Dissection  revealed  nearly  the  same  appearances  in  all 
three,  viz.,  njarks  of  vivid  inflammation  in  the  stomach  and  duodenum, 
and  a  morbid  development  of  the  glandulie  Feyeri  and  Brunneri  in  the 
ileum. 

"Of  the  two  medical  attendants,  one  suspected  that  poison  had  been 
swallowed,  the  other  referred  the  disease  to  a  choleroid  diathesis.  Some 
of  the  ejected  matters,  and  also  the  stomachs  of  the  deceased,  were  sent  to 
Oifila  for  examination,  and  the  presence  of  arsenic  was  s[)eedily  detected 
by  him  in  the  vomitings  of  llie  domestic,  but  not  in  those  of  the  master 
and  mistress.  This  is  not  surpiising  if  we  consider  the  lapse  of  tinje  be- 
tween the  seizure  and  death.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  a  packet  of  arse- 
nic was  afterwards  found  in  the  house  of  Caillette,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  it  had  been  used  for  saltin"-  meat." 

Another  fatal  case  of  accidental  poisoning  occurred  in  St.  George's 
Hospital.  The  subject,  B.  Collins,  aged  63,  by  occupation  a  smith,  was 
admitted  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Brodie  (now  Sir  Benjamin)  August  27, 
18-28,  for  cancer  of  the  tongue  of  eight  months'  standing,  confined  to  the 
left  half  of  the  organ,  which  was  firmly  fixed  within  the  teeth,  greatly 
hardened,  and  ulcerated  deep  enough  to  receive  the  extremity  of  the 
thumb  ;  glands  on  the  left  side,  beneath  the  jaw,  enlarged,  one  or  more 
ulcerated;  on  right  side  of  neck  enlarged  also;  sallow;  flow  of  saliva 
prevented  much  sleep;  appetite  not  much  impaired,  but  nothing  save 
liquids  could  be  swallowed  ;  tongue  could  not  be  protruded.  The  whole 
case  presented  a  hopeless  and  pitiable  picture  of  scirrhus  of  the  tongue. 
No  remedy  had  in  the  least  retarded  its  progress — and  as  diseases  of  the 
tongue  occasionally  yield  to  the  powers  of  arsenic,  Mr.  Brodie  decided 
to  give  it  a  trial,  and  directed  at  first  a  small  dose  (five  drops  three  times 
a  day,  to  be  gradually  increased)  of  the  liquor  potas.  arsenitis.  At  the 
end  of  eight  days  the  patient  had  taken  one  hundred  and  fifty  drops,  con- 
taining but  one  and  one  quarter  of  a  grain  of  arsenic.  The  medicine  was 
then  discontinued  ;  the  patient  died  six  days  after. 

Dissection. — The  left  half  of  the  tongue  was  eaten  away  by  ulcera- 
tion ;  a  section  of  the  tongue  discovered  a  scirrhous  tubercle  imbedded  in 
its  right  side,  though  the  part  appeared  sound  externally  ;  the  soft  palate 
was  ulcerated,  and  thr  parts  in  the  neighborhood  were  greatly  inflamed. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was  a  little  inflamed,  and  ils  rugtC 
blackened,  &:c. 

Mr.  Brodie  remarked  in  the  dead-house,  and  the  remark  was  concurred 
in,  that  the  death  of  the  j)atient  would  appear  to  be  imuKHliately  owing 
to  the  remedy,  rather  than  the  original  disease.  It  is  true  that  the  quan- 
tity taken  was  small,  one  and  one  quarter  grain  in  substance,  but  then  it 
should  be  remembered,  the  patient  was  prevented  from  taking  solid  nou- 
rishment, and  labored  under  spontaneous  salivation  at  the  time — circum- 
stances calculated  to  favor  absorption.      It  is  known  that  salivation  is  not 
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nil  uiifivqiuMit  consequence  of  poisonini;  by  arsenic.  In  this  case  tlie  sali- 
vntion  which  picv ioiislv  existed  was  certainly  increased.  It  is  probable 
that  this  niirortiinate  I'vcnl  saved  the  poor  man  from  weeks  or  even  months 
ofdistrnstini;  and  irreinedial)l(^  misery. — jMcd.-d/ii.  Hr.v.,  Vol  X.,  p.  170. 
/^^^s•o/////lf  hi/  (he  Fujtics  of  Anicnic. — This  man,  a  manufaeturer  of 
the  blue  pigment  used  io  paiiilinii;  (Jhina,  and  his  servant,  were  enga^jed 
in  boiling  a  mixture  of  nitric,  acid,  of  cobalt,  and  of  arsenic.  All  of  a  sud- 
den till'  mattrass  burst  with  an  explosion,  and  the  room  was  filled  with 
the  I'uincs  of  arsenic  (cobalt  beini;  arsenic  in  another  form).  The  servant 
leaped  out  at  llu?  window,  and  thus  saved  himself;  his  master  was  less 
fortunate — he  was  knocked  down  and  found  himself  incapable  of  rising; 
he  lay  on  the  Hoor  till  the  servant  returned  by  the  door  to  dra<(  him  out. 
After  eii^ht  days  of  most  severe  suffering,  he  died  ;  his  body  liad  become 
enormously  swollen.  This  was  the  case  with  the  servant  also,  but  in  a 
less  decree.  The  third  day  after  his  admission  to  the  Motel  Dieu,  he 
passed  a  laruje  quantity  of  fetid  gas  from  his  bowels  ;  the  tympanitis  was 
gone,  and  he  experienced  immediate  comfort.  He  soon  left  the  Hos- 
pital, well. 

The  cases  of  suicide  were  five  ;  of  these,  three  died  and  two  recovered. 
They  all  acknowledged  the  deed  shortly  after  having  taken  the  poison, 
and  voluntarily  or  by  their  friends  ap|)lied  for  medical  aid.  One,  a  girl, 
at^ed  25,  took  about  fortv  tjrains  of  solid  arsenic,  and  died  in  fifteen  hours. 
A  little  of  the  solid  arsenic  was  found  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach.  Another,  aged  22,  took,  it  was  reported,  an  ounce  ;  an  hour  after, 
was  made  to  vomit  fieely  ;  had  violent  diarrhoea,  prostration,  coma,  and 
cramj)S  in  the  legs  ;  died  in  seventeen  hours  after  taking  the  poison.  In 
this  case  there  was  no  thirst  ;  in  the  other,  unabated  thirst.  In  this  case 
great  diarrhoea,  and  none  mentioned  in  the  other.  In  this  case  the  mucous 
membrane  was  ulcerated  ;  in  the  other  it  was  thickened,  three  quarters  of 
an  inch  in  some  places,  and  surrounded  by  a  dark  margin  of  extravasated 
blv)od.  In  this  case  no  arsenic  was  found  ;  in  the  other,  some  little  grains 
of  arsenic  were  found  imbedded  in  the  mucous  membrane,  and  in  this  case 
not  a  trace  of  arsenic  was  discoverable  in  the  highly  inflamed  stomach 
and  intestines,  but  arsenic  was  detected  in  the  matters  vomited.  This 
patient  took  an  ounce,  the  other  forty  grains.  This  one  lived  seventeen 
hours,  with  violent  diarrhoea  ;  the  other  fifieen  hours,  without  any  d  ar- 
rhoea.  The  post-mortem  took  place  twenty-six  hours  afier  death,  in  this 
case;  the  time  not  stated  in  the  case  where  the  patient  took  forty  grains. 

One  other  of  the  suicides  took  an  ounce,  and  died  in  nine  hours  ;  it  is 
not  stated  that  any  was  found  in  the  stomach,  which  was  much  inflamed 
and  a  portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  removed,  probably  by  the  tube 
of  the  stomach  pump. 

The  two  that  recovered  were  treated  with  hydrated  peroxid  of  iron  ; 
one  of  them  took  a  firachm  and  a  half  of  arsenic.  The  other,  a  female, 
who  had  been  Ioul:  drooping  fiom  severe  chagrin,  took  about  one  drachm, 
just  after  dinner,  fortunately  on  a  full  stomach  ;  one  hour  after  taking  it 
she  began  to  vomit  violently,  and  it  is  probable  a  considerable  part  ol  the 
poison  was  ej(;cted  frou)  tlie  stomach  with  the  food.  Dr.  Deville  was 
sent  for,  and  suspecting  poison,  which  she  confessed,  treated  her  to  one  half 
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pound  of  Ijydrated  peroxid  of  iron.  Five  hours  elapsed  from  the  lime  of 
taking  iho  poison  bei'ore  the  remedy  was  procnreil  from  tlje  cheujist  ;  in 
the  mean  lime  the  abdomen  was  leeched  and  a  hir^^e  poiiUice  applied.  In 
three  or  four  hours  after  the  iron  was  given,  she  began  to  mend,  and  ulti- 
mately recovered. 

The  cases  of  murder  are  similar  in  this  point,  tliat  they  were  perpe- 
trated by  their  attendants  ;  two  of  the  murderers  were  females,  the  sex 
of  the  oilier  not  stated.  These  cases  are  similar  in  another  point — all 
three  were  buried  without  suspicion  of  poison.  The  first  case  was  disin- 
terred fourteen  months  after  death  ;  it  occurred  in  Bristol,  Eng.,  1834; 
published  in  18:35  in  the  Med.-Chirurg.  Review,  Vol.   XXIL,  page  463. 

*'  Clara  Ann  Smith,  a  lady  of  penurious  habits,  had  accumulated  some 
money  ;  went  to  lodge  with  Mrs.  Burdoe,  Trinity  st.  Bristol.  Having 
taken  cold,  she  was  attended  by  a  little  girl,  who  in  the  end  turned  out 
to  be  a  very  material  witness.  During  the  old  lady's  illness,  her  landlady, 
Mrs.  B.,  adniinistered  to  her  a  basin  of  iiruel,  which  the  i^irl  observed  to  be 
of  a  brownish  color  ;  soon  after  taking  which  she  vomited,  had  dreadful 
pains,  and  died  in  the  course  of  the  night,  without  medical  advice  ;  she  was 
privately  interred,  unknown  to  her  relatives.  Fourteen  months  after,  sus- 
picions were  excited,  and  the  magistrates  ordered  exhumation  and  chemi- 
cal analysis.  Dr.  Henry  Rdey  made  the  post-mortem,  and  VVm.  Hera- 
path,  lecturer  on  chemistry  at  the  medical  school,  Bristol,  undertook  the 
chemical  analysis,  which  he  performed  very  ably."  The  maimer  in  which 
the  whole  investigation  was  conducted,  reflects  great  credit  on  the  pro- 
fessional gentlemen  concerned,  and  1  would  refer  to  it  as  a  model  case,  to 
be  read  by  every  medical  nian  and  coroner  in  the  land.  •'  The  stomach 
contained  half  a  drachm  of  orpiment  (sulphuret  of  arsenic),  one  hundred 
parts  of  which  consist  of  ninety-four  parts  of  arsenic  and  six  of  sulphur. 
The  body  was  well  preserved  ;  there  was  considerable  water  in  the  grave, 
which  covered  part  of  the  breast,  the  abdomen  and  the  whole  of  the 
legs  and  arms.  The  parts  beneath  the  water  were  turned  into  adipocire. 
In  separating  the  small  intestines  from  the  duodenum,  they  noticed  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  a  yellow  substance,  covering  the  mucous  meinbrane 
of  the  latter,  and  were  surprised  to  find  that  the  whole  of  this  canal  pre- 
sented an  extraordinary  degree  of  firmness,  and  was  slightly  decomposed  ; 
it  was  as  firm  as  that  of  persons  who  die  in  an  ordinaiy  way,  and  who 
have  been  dead  but  a  few  days;  the  liver  had  shrunk  to  a  fourth  or  fifth 
of  its  natural  size,  not  thicker  than  his  hand.  The  result  was,  the  jury 
agreed  upon  the  verdict  of  guilty,  and  Mrs.  Burdoe  was  executed." 

"The  second  case  of  murder  occurred  on  the  Continent ;  three  months 
after  interment,  suspicion  arose  from  some  cause,  exlunuation  followed, 
and  Orfila  detected  arsenic."     Johnson  does  not  give  further  particulars. 

"  The  third  case  was  examined  by  Orfila,  three  years  after  death,  with 
the  same  result.  The  woman,  La  Alolhee,  was  to  be  universal  legatee  to 
the  deceased.  She  died  suddenly  ;  public  rumor  gave  the  alarm  of  poison, 
but  the  authorities  took  no  steps,  although  she  was  known  to  have  arsenic 
in  her  possession.  Three  years  after,  she  became  so  notoriously  bad, 
that  the  magistrates  caused  the  body  of  Madame  Chevalier  to  be  disin- 
terred, and   the  great  toxicologist  found  arsenic  very  readily.     Trial  fol- 
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lowed,  ami  the  Court  of  As^i/cs,  March  17lli,  1837,  at  onco  condoinned 
her  U)  |)(!r|)cliial  IinprisoiiiiKMit,  just  lliice  years  and  a  half  after  tlie  deed. 
The  amount  of  arsenic  found,  not  slatted." 

Dr.  Clark,  l\o.  '201  Hanover  street,  l^)slon,  attended  llie  well-known 
case  where  an  lne!)riate,  in  the  presence  of  his  wife  and  oik^  or  two  oth(!rs, 
took  near  half  an  ounce  of  arsenic.  He  was  made  to  vomit  fre(;ly  from 
the  poison  and  (he  remedies.  Took  freely  of  hyrirated  peroxid  of  iron, 
but  di(}{I  in  six  or  ei<^ht  hours.  Only  three  or  four  <;rains  weii^ht  of  arse- 
nic was  found  in  his  slomach  after  death.  Althou<j;h  the  half  ounce  was 
taken  in  substance,  only  one  or  two  minute  particles  (not  half  a  grain) 
were  found  in  substance  ;  it  was  dissolved  and  suspended  in.six  or  eight 
ounces  of  liquid,  which  was  all  the  stomach  contained.  The  examina- 
tion was  made  twenty-four  hours  after  death.  The  stomach  was  highly 
inflamed  and  ecchymosed,  the  spots  resembling  those  of  the  tiger  lilly. 

Geo.  T.  Kinney  died  in  the  summer  of  1S40,  after  sixteen  or  eighteen 
houi's'  seveie  piu-ging  and  vomiting.  The  post-mortem  was  made  four 
or  five  hours  after  death  ;  the  stomach  inflamed  Itighly,  and  ecchymosed 
in  patches.  The  fluid  contents,  amounting  to  about  a  pint,  contained  in 
solution  ten  grains  of  arsenic ;  the  intestines  contained  nothing,  and  were 
as  clean  as  if  just  washed  out.  The  only  suspicious  articles  he  was 
known  to  have  taken  were,  1st,  pills  fiom  Dr.  Batchelder  for  secondary 
syphilis,  which  he  is  reported  to  have  taken  for  five  days  previous  to 
death.  In  the  Hospital  St.  Louis,  Paris,  where  arsenic  is  given  occasion- 
ally for  diseases  of  the  skin,  it  is  increased  gradually,  when  necessary,  to 
the  amount  of  one  quarter  of  a  grain  at  a  dose,  when  it  soon  has  to  be 
laid  aside  from  the  fever  it  excites,  and  the  paralysis  of  the  extensor  mus- 
cles of  the  hand  which  it  induces.  If  Dr.  B.  gave  him  one  grain  a  day, 
which  is  a  very  improbable  amount,  we  then  have  but  five  grains.  The 
other  suspicious  article  was,  2d,  a  bowl  of  sage  tea,  about  eight  hours 
previous  to  death,  in  the  bottom  of  which,  as  the  last  of  it  was  drank  off, 
a  white  sediment  was  perceptible. 

As  it  is  at  present  unknown  how  the  arsenic  came  in  his  stomach,  ex- 
cept from  circumstantial  or  presumptive  evidence,  we  are  therefore  not 
called  upon  to  decide  whether  it  should  be  set  down  as  accidental  poison- 
ing, suicide  or  murder  ;  but  if  we  look  at  what  we  do  know  in  this  case,  and 
compare  it  with  what  we  know  in  these  other  cases  reported  above,  we 
shall  see  that  among  all  these  thirty-five  cases  of  poisoning,  there  is  but 
one  case  where  so  large  an  amount  of  arsenic  was  found  after  death,  and 
that  is  the  case  of  Mrs.  Clara  Ann  Smith,  where  the  poison  was  supposed 
to  be  mixed  up  with  the  gruel,  and  she  died  in  less  than  eight  hours  after. 
In  the  case  of  suicide  at  the  north  part  of  the  city,  the  man  took  about 
half  an  ounce  of  aisenic,  died  in  eiuht  hours,  and  only  three  or  four  grains 
were  found  in  his  stomach.  Dr.  Clark  informs  us  that  the  same  man  at- 
tempted his  life  once  before,  and  took  about  two  drachms  of  arsenic,  but 
Dr.  C.  succeeded  in  saving  his  life.  The  girl  who  took  forty  grains 
lived  fifteen  hours,  and  only  a  few  grains  were  found  in  her  stomach. 
The  other,  who  took  an  ounce,  and  lived  seventeen  houj*s,  got  rid  of  all 
her  arsenic,  as  not  a  trace  of  it  could  be  detected.  The  other  suicide, 
who  also  took  an  ounce,  lived  but  nine  hours,  and  it  is  not  mentioned  that 
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any  was  fomul  in  the  stomach.  The  man  who  liud  cancer  of  ilie  toni^iie 
and  died  in  St.  George's,  had  discontinued  the  medicine  six.  days  previous 
to  death  ;  consequently  not  a  trace  of  it  could  have  been  detected  in  his 
system,  should  it  have  Leen  attempted,  allhou^h  the  traces  of  influnima- 
tion  remained  in  the  stomach  after  death.  Christison  records  a  case 
where  a  man  eat  the  arsenic  in  knnps,  about  thiee  draclmis,  and  died  in 
six  hours  ;  half  a  drachm  was  found  in  the  stomach  after  death.  In 
those  cases  where  ten  or  more  "grains  are  found  in  the  stomach  after  death, 
the  presumption  is,  that  the  lalal  dose  was  lari^e  and  preceded  dealii  but 
six  or  eight  hours.  Three  drachms  to  an  ounce  would  be  considered 
large;  forty  grains  a  small  quantity,  and  death  would  more  slowly  fol- 
low ;  thirty  grains  in  substance  is  the  smallest  (|uantity  Christison  has 
known  to  produce  death  in  an  adult.  But  if  administeied  in  solution,  a 
smaller  dose  will  be  fatal,  from  six  to  twelve  hours. 

In  the  twenty-five  cases  of  accidental  poisoning,  five  died  and  twenty 
recovered.  The  largest  fiUal  dose  is  not  recorded  ;  the  smallest  was  one 
hundred  and  fifty  drops  of  Fowler's  mineral  solution;  but  this  was  a  very 
un propitious  subject.  We  have  known  a  female  to  take  one  hundred 
and  eighty  drops  in  three  days  ;  it  produced  active  vomiting  and  j)urging, 
with  severe  colicky  pain,  continuing  thirty-six  hours,  when  it  subsided  ;  it 
was  not  attended  with  thirst,  or  burning  heat  in  the  throat,  and  the  patient 
was  soon  well.  The  quantity  was  much  too  large  ;  it  was  given  for  dis- 
ease of  the  uterus. 

The  discovery  by  M.  Bunsen,  1835,  in  Germany,  that  the  per  or  tri- 
toxid  of  iron  was  an  antidote,  has  caused  quite  a  diminution  of  the  deaths 
which  were  formerly  recorded  fiom  arsenic.  The  hydraTed  peroxid  is 
now  used,  and  is  easily  made  ;  in  default  of  that,  the  common  carbonate 
of  iroti,  a  teaspoonful  in  an  ounce  of  chalk  mixture,  given  every  three  or 
five  minutes,  has  in  some  cases  succeeded  admirably — especially  if  the 
dose  does  not  much  exceed  a  drachm  of  arsenic,  and  is  taken  on  a  full 
stomach.  Seventeen  of  the  cases  were  so  treated,  and  successfully  ;  a 
few  in  England,  and  the  rest  on  the  Continent.  But  if  the  dose  is  lar£;e 
and  the  stomach  empty,  or  the  arsenic  is  in  solution,  nothing  can  save 
them.  So  rapid  are  its  effects  ihatlM.  Orfila  lately,  in  one  of  the  amphi- 
theatres of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  before  the  members  of  a  committee 
of  the  Academy,  and  a  numerous  audience,  at  one  sitting,  introduced  a 
number  of  dogs  and  poisoned  several  of  them  in  their  presence,  some  by 
introducino;  it  into  the  stomach,  in  others  by  inserting:  it  under  the  skin  in 
the  cellular  tissue ;  the  latter  method  was  the  most  rapidly  fatal.  While 
the  poison  was  being  absorbed,  he  explained  the  manner  he  intended  to 
prove  the  positions  set  forth  in  the  programme  distributed  to  the  audience. 
He  staled  that  the  poison  is  rapidly  absorbed  and  mingles  with  the  blood, 
and  is  thus  carried  through  all  the  organs  of  the  body  ;  that  the  poison 
remains  a  certain  time  in  the  substance  of  the  different  viscera  and  of  the 
muscles,  where  its  existence  can  be  demonstrated  by  chemical  process ; 
but  that  from  the  time  of  poisoning,  a  portion  of  that  which  has  been 
absorbed  leaves  these  tissues,  and  is  eliminated  by  the  urinary  secretion. 
He  then  proceeded  to  prove  the  statements  made  in  the  programme  :  we 
will  record  two  of  them  only. 


SubcoJijujidival  method  of  operating  for  Strahismm.  143 

1st.  The  miiio  of  the  f/oif.s'  poisoned,  yielded,  wlien  submitted  to 
Marsli's  a|)|);ir;i(us,  distinei  traces  of  the  metallic  salt.  The  urine  of  the 
do^s  not  poisoned,  )  ielded  no  tiac(!  when  snhmiltcd  to  the  same 
experiments. 

2d.  A  small  portion  of  the  liver  of  tin;  poisoned  animals  havinjr  been 
previously  charred  with  nitric  acid,  and  the  residue  introdneed  into  the 
apparatus,  yielded  numerous  spots  of  arsenic  ;  while  the  entire  liver, 
spleen  and  heart  of  a  do;,^  not  poisoned,  hut  killed  by  hatijL^ing,  on  being 
suhmiiied  to  the  same  chemical  treatment,  did  not  exhibit  any  trace  of 
the  metal.  Yours,  T. 


SUBCONJUNCTIVAL    MKTIIOD    OF     OPERATING     FOR     STRABISMUS, 

WITH   CASES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bostoii  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  a  recent  communication  in  the  Medical  Journal,  1  alluded  to  the 
subconjunctival  method  of  operating  for  strabismus,  introduced  by  M. 
Guerin, of  Paris.  At  the  sufr^estion  of  Dr.  John  C.  Warren  and  others,  I 
have  given  this  method  a  trial  in  two  cases,  and  in  another  instance  I 
have  seen  it  applied  with  entire  success,  in  a  case  of  much  interest  and 
importance,  by  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren. 

The  subconjunctival  mode  possesses,  in  my  opinion,  strong  claims  to  a 
more  extended  trial,  and  I  should  be  happy  if  this  imperfect  notice  should 
have  any  influence  in  directing  to  it  the  attention  of  the  profession.  In 
doing  th.is  operation,  it  is  particularly  desirable  that  the  patient  should  have 
considerable  firmness  of  character,  and  a  good  degree  of  control  over  the 
motions  of  the  eyeball.  In  the  cases  which  have  been  operated  upon 
according  to  Guerin's  mode,  there  appears  to  be  little  or  none  of  that 
unpleasant  gaping  or  preternatural  space  at  the  internal  canthus,  which 
disfigures,  in  some  instances,  the  aspect  of  those  who  have  undergone  the 
usual  operation  with  the  blunt  hook  and  scissors.  If,  as  I  have  supposed, 
this  gaping  occurs  from  a  retraction  or  shrinking  of  the  semilunar  fold  and 
adjacent  cellular  membrane,  favored,  perhaps,  by  a  too  free  division  of 
the  jiarts  w  hich  connect  the  front  part  of  the  globe  with  the  fold  and 
caruncle,  it  will  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  subconjunctival  operation 
will  obviate,  or  at  least  diminish,  the  difficulty.  Even  if  it  is  occasioned 
by  an  increased  prominence  or  protrusion  of  the  globe — the  effect  of  the 
combined  action  of  the  oblique  muscles,  the  opposing  or  restraining  force 
of  one  of  the  recti  being  abolished — may  it  not  be  possible  that  the  pre- 
servation of  the  tunica  conjunctiva,  with  some  portion  of  the  subjacent 
cellular  membrane,  may  tend  to  lessen  the  deformity  referred  to  ? 

Another  advantage  resultiuij  from  this  mode,  and  one  which  it  has  in 
common  with  subcutaneous  operations,  though  in  a  less  marked  degree, 
is  the  diminished  risk  of  inflammation,  and  the  impossibility  of  suppura- 
tion, from  the  absence  of  an  open  wound  after  the  operation,  the  patient 
being  able  to  go  abroad  in  a  short  time  w  iihout  inconvenience  or  fear  of 
injury. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  objected  to   Guerin's  operation,  that  the 
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operator  can  never  feel  certain  that  lie  has  accornpllslied  the  ol»ject  ni 
view,  viz.,  the  section  of  the  muscle  or  tendon  in  fault;  secondly,  lliat 
the  use  of  the  douhle  hook  to  confine  the  eye,  causes  nuicli  pain  and  in- 
creases the  prohahilily  of  inflatnmation  ;  and  thirdly,  that  it  is  followed  by 
extensive  ecchyniosis,  which  affects  not  oidy  the  celkdar  tissn«;  henenlh 
the  conjunctiva,  but  also,  in  some  instances,  the  same  texture  in  the  lids. 
With  respect  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  division  of  the  tendon,  we  have 
in  pmof  of  its  being  effected,  the  evidence  ol  the  patient's  inability  to 
turn  inward  the  eye  operated  upon,  beyond  or  much  beyond  the  median 
line;  and  llie  perfect  correspondence  of  the  two  eyes  in  rei^ard  to  posi- 
tion, when  an  operation  has  been  performed  for  strabismus  affecting  one 
eye  only.  Experience,  and  a  certain  tact  derived  from  the  habit  of  ope- 
rating, may  afford  to  some  operators  additional  evidenc(}  that  the  muscle 
has  been  divided.  Extensive  ecchymosis  mny  occur  in  whatever  mode 
the  operation  may  be  done,  and  is  unworthy  of  notice,  excepting  as  a 
temporary  blemish  on  the  patient's  looks. 

The  details  of  INI.  Guerin's  operation,  kindly  furnished  me  by  S.Cabot, 
Jr.,  M.D.,  are  as  follows:  The  patient  lying  on  a  befl  or  sofa,  with  his 
head  slightly  elevated,  both  eyeli(ls  are  separated  by  an  assistant ;  the 
operator  now  fixes,  with  his  left  hand,  the  double  hook  (so  constructed 
that  the  points  or  prongs  are  nearly  at  a  right  angle  with  the  shaft)  in- 
to the  sclerotic,  about  two  lines  from  the  internal  margin  of  the  cornea, 
and  everts  die  eye  and  keeps  it  steady  ;  a  second  assistant  raises,  with  a 
fine  hook,  a  fold  of  the  conjunctiva,  half  way  between  the  cornea  and 
semilunar  fold,  and  the  operator,  with  a  common  eye-scalpel,  makes  an 
opening  through  that  membrane  on  a  line  with  the  inferior  margin  of  the 
muscle,  carrying  the  point  backward  or  towards  the  orbit,  and  endeavors 
to  open  or  puncture  the  investing  sheath  or  fascia  ;  then  substituting  for 
the  straight  knile,  one  adapted  to  the  peculiar  mode  of  the  operation,  he 
passes  it  beneath  the  conjunctiva,  with  the  side  of  the  blade  pressed 
nearly  flat  upon  the  sclerotica,  and  the  handle  of  the  instrument  being 
gradually  depiessed,  insinuates  it  under  the  tendon  ;  then  turning  the 
cutting  iix\g<d  forward  and  inward,  he  divides  the  tendon,  already  made 
tense  by  the  everting  of  the  globe.  When  the  division  takes  place,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  a  crackling  or  snapping  sound  is  plainly  heard, 
as  in  the  operation  for  the  division  of  the  tendons  in  other  parts,  and  an 
ecchymosis  more  or  less  extensive  instantly  succeeds.  If  both  eyes  now 
become  straight,  and  more  especially  if  the  patient  is  unable  to  turn  the 
eye  operated  upon  inward  much  beyond  the  median  line,  the  section  may 
be  considered  as  completed.  Of  the  knives  used  by  IVI.  Guerin,  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  give  any  satisfactory  description.  They  may  be  had  of 
George  Tieman,  surgeons'  instrument  maker,  Chatham  street,  New  York, 
and  of  Mr.  Phelps  in  this  city. 

Case  I. — J.  Q.  Hammond,  of  Nahant,  aei.  24,  has  double,  or  rather 
alternating  convergent  strabismus,  which  is  supposed  to  have  existed  from 
birth  ;  no  other  member  of  the  family,  however,  being  affected  with  the 
same  deformity.  The  power  of  vision  in  each  eye  is  nearly  the  same, 
and  the  obliquity  can  be  made  to  alternate  from  one  eye  to  the  other  at 
the  will  of  the  patient,  who  by  this  means  relieves  either  organ  when  fa- 
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lifriind  by  okimUoik  For  llie  most  piuL  ho  lias  rna(l(j  iiso  of  tlin  riiijlu 
eye,  tin;  opposiu*  one  I)t'iii<4  llicii  viT)'  inii'-li  invi'iliMl  ;  hiil  when  liis  aHt;n- 
tion  IS  not  clo'^cly  Cixcd  upon  :iny  olijccl,  llicic  jippcais  to  Ix'  also  a  slight 
inviMsioii  of  the  lii^lil  ryi;.  In  looking;  at  any  pc-rson  or  ohjcct  placed  at 
oiiIkt  si(l(%  Mr.  11.  invaiiahly  makes  use;  of  tlu;  eye  farlliesl  Irotii  the  ob- 
ject. Tlie  irides  arr  ol  a  bliu^  color,  and  the  slate  of  the  pupil  and  the 
motions  ol*  ("illicr  eve  singly,  an;  noiinal. 

y/z/if/rs/  '2-2il,  IH'll.  Assisted  by  Dr.  Wii^rLrlesworth,  1  performed  llie 
snbconjuncliv;il  operation  for  the  division  ol  the  internal  rectus  nuiscle  of 
the  lelt  eye.  I  vari(Ml  fiom  the  rules  described  above,  by  making  the 
openinn;  ihrounh  the  conjunctiva  myself  and  before  fixing  the  eye  with 
the  double  hook,  as  Dr.  VV.  was  occupied  in  separating  the  lids,  and  I 
also  passed  a  curved  probe  under  the  tendon  before  irilroducing  Guerin's 
knife.  Upon  dividing  the  tendon,  a  crackling  or  snapping  noise  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  both  by  those  engaged  in  the  operation  and  by  the  patient. 
Considerable  hemorrhage  took  place  from  the  incision,  with  instant  ecchy- 
mosis.  Tlie  patient  being  rec|uested  to  turn  the  eye  inward,  could  effect 
this  motion  a  little  beyond  the  median  line  only.  Both  eyes  being  un- 
clos<.'d,  the  left  was  straight,  while  the  riglit  was  slightly  inverted.  He 
was  directed  to  apply  a  compress  wet  with  iced  water,  and  to  take  an  ac- 
tive cathartic.  Eight  hours  after  the  operation,  the  patient  states  that  he 
has  remained  free  from  pain.     There  has  been  some  heiriorrhaHf^. 

23^/.  Left  eye  quite  straight  ;  ecchymosis  is  considerable,  and  the  in- 
cision through  the  conjunctiva  is  closed  apparently  with  cellular  mem- 
brane and  coagulated  blood.  Has  had  no  pain  or  inconvenience,  except- 
ing upon  moving  the  eyes  suddenly.  Looking  with  both  eyes,  causes 
some  giddiness.     May  close  the  right  eye,  and  use  the  other  alone. 

4th  day.  Left  eye  is  doing  well,  and  he  can  now  turn  the  globe  inward 
decidedly  beyond  the  median  line.  The  patient  was  directed  to  practise 
turning  the  eye  operated  upon,  towards  the  internal  canthus  for  a  certain 
space  of  time  each  day,  until  he  should  regain,  so  far  as  is  possible,  the 
power  of  motion  in  that  direction,  of  which  the  eye  was  deprived  by  the 
division  of  the  tendon.  He  has  no  longer  any  giddiness,  and  has  both 
eyes  unclosed. 

1th  day.  The  patient  has  carefully  followed  the  directions  prescribed 
at  the  last  visit,  and  can  now  turn  the  eye  well  into  the  inner  canthus. 
The  ecchymosis  is  diminishing  rapidly,  and  he  is  now  able  to. return  to 
his  business. 

I6th  day.  The  ecchymosis  has  disappeared,  and  the  direction  of  the 
eye  continues  perfect.  A  small  tumor,  attached  by  a  pedicle,  has  grown 
from  the  aperture  of  the  conjunctiva  ;  this  was  removed  with  scissors,  and 
did  not  return. 

Sept.  2:2^7.  The  left  eye  presents  a  scarcely  perceptible  protrusion  or 
increased  fulness  of  the  globe,  compared  with  its  state  previous  to  the 
operation,  but  there  is  little  or  none  of  that  gaping  appearance  at  the  in- 
ternal canthus,  which  usually  occurs  after  the  common  mode  of  operating. 
This  eye  is  now  perfectly  straight,  and  retains  the  power  of  being  moved 
in  all  directions  natural  to  the  organ.  Since  the  operation,  Mr.  Ham- 
mond informs   me   that  he  has  used  the  eye  operated  upon  in  preference 
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to  the  otlier,  in  consequence  of  tlie  increased  facility  of  its  tiiolions.  He 
proposHS,  at  a  future  period,  to  iiave  the  operation  performed  uj)on  llie 
riidit  eye,  wliich  still  remains  somewhat  inverted. 

Case  II. — Miss  L.  L.,  Taunton,  a3t.  '20,  lias  iiad,  from  infancy,  in 
consequence  of  convulsions,  strabismus  conveniens  of  the  ri^ht  eye.  The 
obliquity  in  this  case  is  not  extreme,  but  is  suflicient  to  affect  the  looks 
decidedly,  and  to  cause  also  an  imperfection  of  vision  in  the  strabismal 
eye.  The  eye  affected  cannot  be  turned  outward  so  far  as  is  natural  in 
tl)e  sound  organ,  and  the  pupil,  when  the  other  eye  is  closed,  is  preter- 
naturally  dilated.  The  irides  are  of  a  hazel  color,  and  the  eyeballs  are 
well  formed. 

Sept.  1th.  Assisted  by  Drs.  J.  M.  Warren  and  S.  Cabot,  Jr.,  I  di- 
vided the  internal  rectus  muscle  of  the  right  eye,  the  steps  of  the  opera- 
tion being  the  same  as  in  Case  1.  But  finding,  upon  withdrawing  the 
knife,  that  the  patient  possessed  still  the  power  of  turning  the  ball  in- 
ward much  beyond  the  median  line  or  centre  of  the  orbit,  the  knife  was 
introduced  a  second  time,  and  a  more  complete  section  of  the  muscle  and 
cellular  membrane  was  effected.  Both  eyes  being  unclosed,  the  eye 
operated  upon  was  found  to  be  in  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  as  well  as  its 
fellow,  and  no  exertion  of  the  patient  could  move  it  at  all  inward  ;  while 
at  the  same  time  the  motion  outward  was  perfectly  restored.  The  cellu- 
hir  tissue  at  the  internal  canthus  was  engorged  directly  with  blood  effused 
from  the  divided  muscle,  and  presented  a  livid-colored  tumor  or  swelling, 
which  extended  to  the  inner  margin  of  the  cornea.  Compresses  wet 
with  cold  water  were  applied  upon  the  eye,  and  repose  in  a  darkened 
room  was  advised. 

8th.  Both  eyes  are  straight,  and  there  is  no  pain  nor  any  appearance 
of  inflammation. 

lOth.  The  right  eye  is  now  somewhat  incfmed  outward,  when  the 
sound  eye  is  directed  forward,  having  been  hitherto,  since  the  operation, 
in  a  correct  position.  The  patient  was  enjoined  to  practise  turning  the 
eye  operated  upon  strongly  inward,  the  motions  of  the  sound  eye  being 
controlled  for  the  time  being  by  pressure  with  the  hand  or  with  a  compress 
and  bandage. 

lAth.  Looking  with  the  sound  eye  forward,  the  eye  is  now  in  the 
centre  of  the  orbit,  and  the  patient  can  turn  it  inward  to  half  way  be- 
tween the  centre  and  the  internal  canthus.  May  continue  to  exercise  the 
eye  as  directed  on   the  10th. 

As  Miss  L.  returned  to  the  country  on  the  day  of  the  last  visit,  I  am 
unable  to  state  anything  respecting  the  present  appearances  of  the  eye, 
but  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  final  result  being  favorable  in  her  case. 

Boston,  Sept.  24th,  1841.  Yours  with  respect, 

Edw.  J.  Davenport. 


(  in  ) 
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ANONYMOUS   CKITICI^^IVIS  ON   MKDICAL   rUACTICi:. 

We  frocjiinitly  Ijol  misled  or  iinpc-scd  upon  by  false  intelligence.  Indi- 
viduals sonietiines  relate  to  us  as  irulhs,  with  beconun^  sincerity,  tbings 
lliat  really  have  but  lilile  foundation  in  fact,  but  enlarged  and  magnified 
in  iuiporiance  by  the  vivid  representations  of  tbose  who  seem  to  think 
ihey  are  conferring  favors  by  being  tale-bearers  for  the  public  in  general. 
These  remarks  are  elicited  by  a  recollection  of  the  manner  in  which  we 
were  duped,  a  while  since,  in  listening  to  the  representations  of  an  indi- 
vidual who  was  presumed  to  be  a  gentleman,  in  relation  to  the  report  of 
the  case  of  the  late  President  Harrison.  Having  ascertained  that  envy  or 
malice,  if  not  both,  prompted  whatever  may  have  been  said  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  author  of  that  paper,  we  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
express  our  regret  at  having  in  any  way  been  instrumental  in  injuring  his 
feelings  or  those  of  his  friends,  if  such  was  the  effect  of  our  remarks  in 
the  Journal  of  August  18,  which  was  never  in  any  way  intended.  It  was 
not  our  intention  in  those  observations  to  rebuke  the  author,  for  whom  we 
entertain  the  most  perfect  respect  as  a  gentleman  and  physician.  We 
sliall  hereafter  refuse  to  admit  criticisms  on  the  practice  of  any  physi- 
cian, which  have  not  the  writers'  names  appended. 

As  an  act  of  justice,  we  copy  the  following  paragraph  from  the  Phila- 
delphia Medical  Examiner,  in  which  publication,  it  will  be  recollected, 
the  report  first  appeared. 

"  As  to  the  first  charge  or  insinuation,  we  would  state  that  the  report 
was  sent  by  Dr.  Miller  directly  to  us,  and  was  not  even  altered  to  the  de- 
gree which  is  perfectly  justifiable  without  interfering  with  the  tenure  of 
the  article.  It  was  not  touched,  except  some  insignificant  verbal  changes, 
which  every  proof-reader  feels  himself  bound  to  make.  The  report  car- 
ries with  it  internal  evidence  of  not  being  got  up;  it  was  evidently  not 
originally  intended  for  publication,  but  was  merely  printed  after  its  publi- 
cation had  been  asked  for.  As  to  the  implied  statement  that  the  pre- 
scriptions were  altered  by  the  author,  his  character  and  that  of  the  con- 
sulting physicians  is  more  than  sufficient  to  shield  them  from  insinuations 
of  so  contemptible  a  nature." 


Medical  Lectures  in  Boston. — On  the  first  Wednesday  in  November, 
the  lectures  at  the  College  in  Mason  street  will  commence.  It  is  almost 
unnecessary  to  direct  the  attention  of  students  to  this  Institution,  now  so 
well  and  extensively  known  over  the  United  States.  It  seems  impossible 
that  medical  instruction  could  be  given  by  men  more  learned  in  their 
several  departments,  than  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  to  be  found  in 
the  circular  and  annual  advertisement.  For  clinical  advantages  and  ana- 
tomical pursuits,  surely  no  place  can  ofl^er  higher  inducements,  nor  can 
students  graduate  from  any  university  with  a  better  badge  of  literary  and 
scientific  merit,  than  is  conferred  by  Harvard  University — the  oldest  Col- 
lege on  the  Continent  of  America. 
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Nf.w  York  Uiuoersify  Dispensary.  —  II  wns  ^oiriewliere  announced,  the 
otiier  day,  yoi  we  h  irdly  know  on  u'luit  autliorily,  that  the  surjjeons  of 
the  Di>p  Misiiry,  which  has  made  such  a  iii,'tire  in  the  N^ew  York  [)ipers, 
do  not  wish  any  more  of  those  exciiinj^  reports  to  he  made,  which  have 
been  so  currtMiily  circuhiling  all  over  the  Union   of  late. 

When  speaivioiT  of  this  same  Dispensary,  in  the  Journal,  a  lilile  lime 
since,  we  intended  to  be  understood  as  strictly  having  reference  io  dispen- 
saries, and  not  to  hospitals — for  we  contemplate  them  as  entirely  difffrent 
in  their  objects  and  character.  The  one  is  a  home  for  the  sick — the  other 
is  but  a  caravansary,  where  the  patient  may  slop  from  necessity,  till  the 
storm,  that  obliy;ed  him  to  seek  a  temporary  shelter,  has  passed  over. 


Kemper  College. — At  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  a  medical  school  has  n^rown 
into  public  favor  within  two  years,  which  seems  destined,  ultimately,  from 
irs  location,  aside  from  the  merits  of  the  faculty,  to  become  an  important 
institution.  There  are  five  chairs,  ably  filled.  Dr.  McDowell,  the  anato- 
mist, formerly  of  Cincir)nali,  leaches  anatomy  and  sur^^^erv.  Dr.  De 
Wolf,  formerly  of  Brown  University,  is  the  professor  of  chemistry  and 
pharmacy.  •Drs.  John  S.  Moore,  R.  F.  Barrell,  and  Wm.  C.  Lane,  all 
eminent  in  their  several  departments,  beloni]^  to  the  board  of  instruction. 
Lectures  commence  the  first  Monday  in  Novefiiber,  and  end  in  February. 
There  are  two  dissectinoc  rooms,  forty-two  feet  lon^f,  by  thirteen  wide, 
quite  after  the  Parisian  order.      We  wish  the  school  all  possible  success. 


Explanation  of  being  Left-handed. — From  some  observations  made  by 
Dr.  J.  R.  Buchanan,  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  reported  in  the  American 
Phrenological  Journal,  it  appears  that  if  a  person  is  left-handed,  the  fact 
may  be  pretty  certainly  ascertained  bv  the  inequality  in  the  size  of  the 
right  and  left  hemispheres  of  the  brain,  as  exhibited  in  the  conformation 
of  the  skull.  By  analyzing  the  skull  of  William  Morgan,  who  was  exe- 
cuted for  the  murder  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Pelton,  all  the  c-ircum- 
stances  of  which  were  unknown  to  Dr.  Buchanan,  he  distinctly  said  that 
•'*  in  this  skull  we  find,  by  the  developments,  that  the  process  of  thought 
was  carried  on  most  vigorously  in  the  right  hemisphere  of  the  brain  ;  that 
the  left  eye  was  more  vigorous  than  the  right,  and  the  left  ear  a  litile  su- 
perior to  the  right.  As  to  his  arms,  we  are  not  able  to  assert  positively  that 
he  was  left-handed,  but  at  least  it  is  certain  that  he  had  unusual  vigor  and 
dexterity  in  the  use  of  the  left  hand,  as  much  as  the  majority  of  persons 
iiave  in  the  right."  It  was  well  established  that  Morgan  always  took  aim 
with  the  left  eye,  and  fired  a  gun  with  the  left  hand,  and  became  left- 
handed  in  consequence  of  always  supporting  a  crutch  with  the  right 
hand,  while  the  other  was  at  liberty  to  be  used. 


Iodine  in  Co7isumptio?i. — We  occasionally  observe,  in  the  English 
journals,  notices  of  the  successful  treatment  of  phthisis,  or  that  which 
passes  under  the  name  of  phthisis,  by  the  inhalation  of  iodine.  The  fol- 
lowing is  one  of  them,  and  is  related  in  the  Lancet  by  Dr.  J.  Wilson,  of 
London. 

"■  I  was  requested  to  see  Edward  Jones,  Moore  street,  Bryanston  square, 
in  February  last,  who  I  was  told  was  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption  ; 
and  certainly  I  never  saw  a  case  more  strongly  to  justify  such   a  conclu- 


Medical  Intelligence.  ^  149 

sion  ;  by  Irade  a  baUer  ;  be  liad  the  pallid  cast  of  countonance  peculiar  to 
that  class  ;  of  a  pleUiorii-  babil  of  body,  but  ibcn  considerably  emaciated. 
1  round  be  bad  l)een  ailiiiu^  for  some  nionlbs,  and  bad  tried  various  reme- 
dies from  dispetjsaries,  and  olberwise,  wiibout  eireci ;  and  on  examination 
I  considered  bis  case  quite  bopeless.  Tbe  synipioms  indicaUMi  a  biiih 
deforce  of  beciic  fever  ;  |)ulse  l!2(),  and  upwards  ;  animal  beat  102  ;  dysp- 
noea so  oppressive  tbat  be  could  not  lie  in  ibc  recurr>bent  position,  but 
was  oblii^rd  to  rest  in  a  semi-inclined  pjsture,  in  an  arm-cbair,  all  ni^bt  ; 
nigbt-sweats  excessive  ;  feet  oudemalous  ;  face  mucb  bloated,  and  counte- 
nance expressive  of  extreme  agony,  tbrougb  fear  ol  immediate  suffoca- 
tion ;  expecloraiion  of  puriform  matter  tinged  wiib  blood,  upwards  of  two 
pints  daily.  Bv  ausrulialion  and  percussion  pulmonary  ulceration  was 
well  marked  ;  pectoriloquy  cavernous  ;  respiration  in  tbe  superior  lobe  of 
tbe  rigbi  lung  was  distinct,  and  on  applying  tbe  cylinder  over  ibe  middle 
poriion  tbe  respiration  was  broncbial,  but  less  so  towards  tbe  inferior  lobe. 
Tbe  left  lung  was  not  so  mucb  diseased,  tbe  clavicular  region  only  be- 
ing affected,  wbicli  was  sbown  by  dulness  on  percussion,  and  a  want  of  tbe 
natural  respiratory  miirmur.  Tbe  rest  of  tbe  lung  was  sound,  wiib  pue- 
rile respiration.  From  tbe  above  facts,  I  placed  my  sole  confidence  in  in- 
lialaiion  and  counter-irritation  to  give  relief.  Having  by  n)e  some  of  tbe 
saturated  tinctures  of  conium  and  iodine,  prepared  by  Mr.  Carter,  of  Dor- 
set street,  Surgeon  to  the  Institution  for  Astbma  and  Consumption,  1  com- 
menced inbalation  in  small  quantities,  increasing  the  strength  as  tbe  pa- 
tient could  bear  it.  The  effect,  after  a  week's  trial,  was  most  gratifying; 
the  pain  and  irritation  in  tbe  chest  had  considerably  subsided,  and  he  was 
now  enabled  to  enjoy  some  tranquil  sleep,  which  was  unknown  to  him  for 
many  weeks  before.  He  persevered  unremittingly  for  eleven  weeks,  and 
by  that  time  nearly  all  the  symptoms  I  have  enumerated  had  gradually 
subsided.  From  tbe  onset  he  expressed  the  utmost  hopes  and  confidence 
in  the  remedy,  and  I  am  now  happy  to  say  is  enabled  to  return  to  his 
work.  When  able  to  take  it,  be  was  ordered  a  light  nutritious  diet,  with 
beer,  and  the  avoidance  of  all  slops." 


Diinsion  of  Muscles  for  the  Cure  of  Stammering. — As  this  operation 
is  exciting  considerable  attention  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  Europe,  we 
copy  tbe  following  case,  which  purports  to  have  been  a  successful  one,  as 
related  by  Dr.  A.  J.  Lizars,  of  Edinburgh. 

"P.  M.,  aged  35,  had  stammered  from  his  infancy.  The  difficulty  was 
evidently  caused  by  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  tbe  tongue 
and  neck.  The  tongue,  upon  examination,  was  found  to  be  shorter  than 
natural. 

"  The  instruments  employed  were  a  straight  sharp-pointed  bistoury  ; 
a  curved  probe-pointed  bistoury,  with  the  cutting  edge  about  an  inch 
long,  tbe  remainder  of  the  blade  being  blunt  ;  a  four-headed  sling,  or 
roller  ;  and  a  compress  of  lint. 

'•  The  patient  having  been  placed  in  the  sitting  posture,  with  the  sharp- 
pointed  bistoury  I  made  a  puncture,  rather  less  than  a  quarter  of  arj  inch 
in  length,  ihrnugb  tbe  integuments  of  tbe  lower  part  of  tbe  chin,  about 
an  inch  posterior  to  the  symphysis.  I  then  pushed  the  curved  bistoury 
gently  upward  and  a  little  forward,  until  I  saw  its  probe  elevating  the 
mucous  membrane  of  tbe  floor  of  tbe  mouth  ;  placing  the  forefinger  of 
my  left  hand  upon   the   probe-point  and   mucous  membrane,  I  turned  tbe 
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cuttinof  etlg'3  of  the  instrument  to  the  rig^ht,  and  divided  the  muscle  of 
that  >ide  ;  the  bistotjiy  was  then  cart-fully  broiighl  hack  to  the  mesial  line, 
and  the  other  muscle  havino^  been  divideil  in  a  similar  manner,  the  instru- 
ment was  withdrawn.  The  compress  of  lint  was  then  placed  on  the 
wound,  and  the  four-headed  slin<^  applied  in  the  sanje  way  as  is  done 
for  fracture  of  the  lower  jaw. 

"  Very  little  blood  was  lost  during  the  operation  ;  and  after  its  comple- 
tion the  haemorrhage  was  entirely  stopped  by  tlie  compress  and  bandage. 
Everything  went  on  favorably  ;  the  bandage  was  removed  on  the  third 
day,  by  which  time  the  wound  had  healed  ;  and  the  patient  resumed  his 
usual  occupation  on  the  fourth  day. 

''Immediately  after  the  operation  the  patient  experienced  no  difficulty 
in  speaking,  and  the  same  has  continued  since.  Upon  exanjining  the 
mouth  after  removing  the  bandage,  blood  was  observed  beneath  the  mu- 
cous  membrane  in  the  line  of  the  submaxillary  ducts;  this  was  absorbed 
by  the  tenth  day,  and  the  patient  was  completely  cured." 

Morbid  Anatomy  of  Milk-sickness.  By  Dr.  J.  V.  Wagman,  of  New 
Castle,  Ind. — The  dissection  was  made  fifteen  hours  after  death.  The 
body  was  not  much  einaciated.  The  skin  had  a  dusky  yellow  hue.  The 
brain  and  its  membranes  exhibited  nothing  remarkable,  except  perhaps 
more  than  the  usual  quantity  of  serum  in  the  ventricles.  Tlie  stomach 
presented  a  number  of  patches  of  light  brown  and  scarlet  colors  mixed. 
In  some  places  the  mucous  membrane  was  thickened  and  soft.  The  pyloric 
orifice  was  of  a  scarlet  hue.  The  mucous  menibrane  of  the  duodenum 
presented  the  same  kind  of  patches  with  tliat  of  the  stomach  ;  and  some 
parts  were  dry.  The  bowel  itself,  as  well  as  the  lower  part  of  the  sto- 
mach, was  much  contracted.  The  other  small  intestines  were  pale  ;  the 
mucous  membrane  was  softened,  many  portions  of  it  were  dry  ;  the  glands 
of  Peyer  and  Brunner  were  swollen  and  soft,  and  some  of  them  appeared 
to  be  ulcerated.  The  caecum  was  dry.  The  colon  contained  hardened 
faeces,  on  which  it  iiontracled  closely  ;  was  drier  than  other  portion  of  the 
tube  ;  its  color  was  a  dark  brown,  with  rose-colored  patches.  The  liver 
was  of  a  dark  color  and  seemed  unusually  friable  under  pressure  by  the 
fingers;  the  gall-bladder  was  much  distended  with  a  black  pitchy  bile. 
The  pancreas  was  of  a  rose  color  and  appeared  rather  soft.  The  spleen 
was  much  enlarged,  of  a  deep  brown  color,  and  very  soft.  The  peritoneum 
had  reddish  spots,  and  there  was  some  increased  effusion  into  its  cavity. 
The  kidneys,  bladder,  heart  and  lungs  were  sound. —  Western  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 


Medical  Degrees  in   Harvard    University. — The   medical   degree   was 
conferred  during  the  last  academic  year,  in  Harvard  University,  on 

Henry  Jacob  Bigelow,  A.M.,  Comparative  Anatomy  of  the  Respiratory 

Organs. 
Samuel  Hutchins-,  Nutrition. 
Jos.   Dean  iXichols.  A.M.,  DysmenorrhcRa. 
Samuel  Trull,  A.M.,  Pneumonia. 
John  Francis  Tuckerman,  A.M.,  Acute  Pericarditis. 
Samuel  Leonard  Abbot,  Jr.,  X.M,  Organs  of  Circulation. 
\Vm.  Augustus  Briggs,  A.M.,  Dislocations. 
Otis  Everett  French/  Amputatio7i. 
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Charles  Francis  Foslor,  A.M.,  Strahismiis. 

William  Wallace  AlorlaiiJ,  A.M.,  rc.rforatlon  of  hitcstinr.s  in    Typhoid 

Firrr. 
Wiiliatn  Thornton  Parker,  A.M.,   Vitcdity. 
Kra>his  Otis  Phinney,  A.M.,  V/ithisis  Pubnonalis. 
William  Henry  Prince,  A.  15.,  Scrofula. 
Ira  Sampson,  A.B.,  Dysentery. 
HiMirv  Slone.  A.M.,  Slrahisunis. 
Henry  Ware  Wales,  A.M.,  Progress  of  the  Heart. 

W.  Channing,  Dean. 


Markiko, — In  this  city.  Charles  F.  Foster,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Emrii;i  Bradford. — At 
LancasUT,  VVilli;un  W.  VVrlliriLrton,  M.O.,  of  Camhridire,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Kli/;ibcth 
L.  Carter.— At  (iorhain,  Mo.,  Dr.  N.  VV.  Oliver,  of  Boston,  to  Miss  A.  M.  Shaw. 
— .\t  Ilillsboroug-ii,  N.  C,  J)r.  John  Swan,  of  Pittsborough,  to  Miss  Frances 
Waddell. 

Drr.P, — At  Snnbnrnton,  N.  IT.,  Dr.  Hermiah  Sanborn,  84 — At  Nantucket,  Mass., 
Dr.  T.  M.  Morton,  Collector  of  the  Port,  58. — At  Apalachicola,  Dr.  Martyn  Sny- 
der, a  native  of  New  York. 

Number  nf  deaths  in  Hoston  for  Uie  week  cndinu;  October  2,  36.— Males,  21  ;  Fetiiales.  15.  Stillborn,  3. 
Of  consuniplion,  6— dyseiitery,  2— cnsiritij^,  1 — drojisj',  2 — delirium  iremeii.s,  1  — bowel  complaint,  2 
— stoppafjein  the  bowels,  1  —  murtitiralion,  1 — liver  complaint,  1 — canker  in  the  liowels,  1 — (its,  2 — ty- 
phus fever,  1 — suicide,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — hint;  fever,  1 — canker,  1 — 
bilious  e(dic,  1 — diarrhfea,  2 — child-bed,  2  — iiillammation  of  the  lungs,  i — cholera  uiorbu.s,  1 — teething, 
1 — cholera  infanliini,  1. 


MASSACHUSETTS   MKDICAI,   SOCIFTY. 

There  will  be  a  Stated  Meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Society  on  Wednesday,  the  sixth  of  Octo- 
ber, at  H,  A.  M.,  at  their  room.  Masonic  Temple,  Treinont  street.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

S.  22 — tm  Recording  Secretary. 

MKDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriber,  Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  v/ill  receive  pupils  and  give 
personal  instruction  in  the  various  branches  of  medical  science.  He  will  devote  to  them  such  time, 
and  afford  ihem  such  opportunities  and  facilities  for  study  and  j)ractice,  as  are  essential  for  a  thorough 
and  practical  medical  education.  The  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Hos[MlaI  will  be  constantly 
open  to  his  students,  and  clinical  instruction,  on  the  cases  as  they  occiu',  will  be  given.  Abundant  fa- 
cilities for  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  of  materia  medica  and  the  dispensing  of  medicines  will  be 
afforded. — For  terms,  and  more  particular  information,  apjilication  can  be  made  at  the  Hospital  or  by 
letter.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

Chelsea,  September,  1841.  Sep. 8 — eoptf. 

ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  next  annual  session  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  1841,  and  con- 
tinue si.vteen  weeks. 

Alden  Mvrch,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Ja.mes  M'Naughtox,  M.I).,  Prof.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
T.  Romeyn  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof.  Materia  Medica. 
Ebexezer  Emmons,  M.I).,  Prof.  Obstetrics  and  Natural  History. 
Lewis  C.  Reck,  M.I).,  Prof  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
James  H.  Ar.msby,  M.U.,  Prof.  Anatomy. 
Thomas  Hun,  M.U.,  Prof.  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
Amos  Devn,  Esq.,  Prof.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Fees  for  all  the  courses,  $70.    Graduation  fee,  !$20.     Matriculation  fee,  .$5.    Boarding  from  $2  to 
$3,50  per  week. 

ALDEN  MARCH,  M.D  ,  President  of  Faculty. 
Aug.  11— 6w  J.  H.  ARMSBY,  M.U.,  Registrar. 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  Haynes's  instrument,  wliich  is  reciimmend(;d  by  the  |)rofession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  olllce.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  !§4 — without,  .§3,.50.  By  addressing  the 
publisher.   No.  Idl  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  .\.  19 


A  GOOD   CHANCE   FOR    A    PHYSICIAN. 

A  PHYSICIAN,  residing  in  a  pleasant  village,  near  the  centre  of  the  State  of  New  York,  not  20  miles 
from  the  citv  of  IJtica,  and  hiiving  a  liberal  share  of  patronage,  will  dispose  of  his  situation  on  liberal 
terms,  consisting  of  a  villaire  lot,  an  elegant  dwelling  house  and  oilice,  barn,  carriage,  and  other  out- 
houses, »V:c.  Arc.  All  of  which  will  be  disposed  ol  on  easy  terms  to  the  purchaser.  Address  the  editor 
of  this  Journal,  post-paid.  Jy  14 — ini 
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UNIVERSITY   OF   PENNSYLVANIA^MEDICAL    DEI'ART.MI:NT. 

Skssivjn   \ri4\-4'<i. 

Th£  Lectures  will  cuinineiice  uii  Moiutny,  ilte  Ut  ol  Nuveiuber,  aud  If  emittnued,  under   Ibe  follow- 
lug  nrraiigeiueiii,  to  the  middle  of  Murch  ensuing  :  — 
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VAIUCOCKLK,  AND  EXTIRPATION    OK   THE  TESTIS,  WITH    REMARKS 
UPON   THE   RADICAL   TREATMENT    OE    VARICOCELE. 

«V    rUOF.     F.    II.    HAMILTON,    KOCIIESTKR,    N.    Y. 

[Conumiiiicfit  ed  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Case  I. — Feb.  lOtli,  1833,  I.  Harrington,  of  Chatauque  Co.,  aged  23, 
applied  to  nie  for  advice  in  relation  to  a  very  Inrge  varicocele  (I  employ 
the  term  varicocele  as  generic,  including  circocele)  of  left  side,  which  liad 
existed  several  years,  was  seldom  free  from  pain  except  when  he  was 
asleep,  and  wliicli  during  most  of  the  winter  wholly  disabled  him  from 
all  labor.      Led  testis  diminished — heidth  tolerable. 

Operation,  in  presence  of  Di's.  P^osgate  and  Palmer. — First  incision 
fiom  external  ring  to  base  of  scrotum  ;  the  cord  was  then  partially  di- 
vided, two  arteries  and  one  vein  tied,  and  the  operation  completed  by 
severing  the  balance  of  the  cord,  and  dissecting  out  the  testis  with  its 
mass  of  enlarged  veins.  Dressing — sutures,  lint  and  T  bandage.  The 
wound  healed  kindly,  and  he  is  now  sound  and  healthy,  and  has  repeat- 
edly assured  me  that  his  virility  is  unimpaired. 

Case  II.— July  2,  1841,  1.  VV.,  of  Steuben  Co.,  aged  23,  applied 
with  varicocele  of  left  side,  which  commenced  about  thi-ee  years  since, 
and  is  now  lar'^er  at  times  than  a  hen's  etrc:.  He  has  suffered  immensely 
with  pain  extending  into  the  loins:  the  left  testis  is  sensibly  enlarged,  but 
in  other  respects  normal ;  while  the  right  is  diminished  one  half,  in  conse- 
quence, as  he  thinks,  of  a  metastasis  of  mumps  some  years  since. 

Operation,  in  presence  of  Drs.  Patchen,  Green,  Smith,  Brown,  &;c., 
the  same  as  in  the  fii'st  case,  except  that  four  arteries  and  five  veins  re- 
quii-ed  the  ligatni-e  in  and  about  the  cord.  Wound  clos  d  by  first  inten- 
tion, and  he  left  for  home  in  two  weeks  after  the  operation  was  made. 
In  a  letter  written  lately  he  states  that  he  is  well  and  his  virility  perfect. 

Remarks. — It  is  curious  to  note  the  various  and  conti'adictory  opinions 
entertained  by  surgeons  in  relation  to  the  radical  treatment  of  varicocele. 
It  is  curious  mostly  as  showing  how  any  self-erected  doctrine  darkens  the 
vision  ;  so  that  whoever  has  built  a  theoiy  sees  only  by  its  reflected  light, 
and  every  intervening  object  bears  its  impress  and  lineaments,  true  as  the 
offspring  to  its  |)arenls.  If  facts  clear  and  convincing  as  the  sun  at  mid- 
day are  thrust  between  the  inventor  and  his  theory,  if  seen  at  all  they  are 
only  to  his  eye  circumstances  which  give  increased  strength  and  biilliancy 
to  his  o\\  n  doctrine. 

In  regard  to  varicocele,  all  agree  that  it  does  not  get  well  spontaneously, 
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and  that  it  occasionally,  in  certain  cases,  requires  an  operation  for  its 
radical  cure  ;  what  those  extreine  cases  are,  I  shall  not  stay  to  indicate. 
All  ai^ree  that  da.')^er  attends  most  attempts  at  radical  treatment,  an(J  all 
declare  that  one  mode  only  is  unattended  with  dani^er ;  but  as  to  w  luit 
that  one  mode  is,  all  have  disat^reed.  There  is  a  balm,  but  whether  in 
Physick  or  Velpeau,  D<ivats  or  Dupuylren,  is  yet  in  contest. 

Aelius,  of  the  fdth  century,  recommended  the  ligature  and  caustic,  for 
varices  generally  ;  the  former  of  which  was  by  his  successors  denounced 
and  abandoned,  until  revived  in  the  nineteenth  century  by  Home,  Tra- 
vers,  B^clard,  Physick,  and  others.  Sanctiontnl  and  sustained  by  such 
hi^fh  authority,  it  soon  gained  favor,  but  was  met  fro(n  other  sources 
equdly  eminent  with  a  no  less  zealous  and  determined  opposition. 
Hodi^son  declares  the  operation  often  fatal.  iM.  Delpech,  in  a  memoir 
upon  varicocele,  published  in  18-^1,  relates  three  cases  in  which  he  tied 
the  spermatic  veins;  one  died,  and  lh(i  lives  of  all  were  much  endan«^er- 
ed.  And  Sir  Aslley  Cooper,  in  a  treatise  on  '*  Diseases  of  the  Testes," 
published  in  1830,  adirms  that  it  is  dangerous;  later,  in  No.  6  of  Guy's 
Hospital  reports,  and  also  in  a  subsecjuent  No.  of  the  same  reports,  he 
reiterates  his  charge  against  the  operation  as  hazardous  and  not  founded 
on  correct  principles.  In  his  public  lectures  he  always  taught  the  same. 
Such,  indeed,  with  few  exceptions,  is  the  present  opinion  of  all  the  medi- 
cal savans.     The  modified  ligature  is,  however,  by  many  still  retained. 

Velpeau  passes  a  cambric  needle  transversely  behind  the  varicose  ves- 
sels, and  then  applies  a  ligature  in  the  form  of  the  figure  8  across  the 
exposed  ends  of  the  needle.  It  is  applicable  to  all  varices,  and  is  so/e, 
we  are  told  by  its  Inventor.  Its  peculiarities  consist  in  including  vessels 
and  integument  in  the  same  ligature  ;  and  pressing  upon  one  wall  of  the 
vessel  with  steel,  and  upon  the  other  with  silk  !  Why  this  is  better  than 
a  simple  ligature,  neither  Velpeau  nor  myself  choose  to  explain.  Liston, 
who  calls  it  the  "sutura  circurnvoluta,"  has  seen  it  successful,  and  does 
not  condemn  it ;  but  M.  Davats  thinks  it  very  liable  to  fail.  We  humbly 
believe  it  no  better  than  the  old  ligature,  which  bas  been  twice  thoroughly 
executed  for  its  homicides. 

A  modification  of  Velpeau's  practice  is  found  in  that  of  M.  Reynaud, 
reported  by  M.  Jules  Roux  in  1837  and  39.  The  reporter  had  himself, 
at  the  last  date,  operated  several  times  successfully  for  varicocele;  all  his 
patients  being  cured  in  three  weeks.  Separating  the  vas  deferens  from 
the  veins  by  a  subcutaneous  dissection  with  the  fingers,  a  ligature  is  passed 
under  the  veins,  and  its  two  ends  tied  firmly  over  a  small  pad  of  cotton 
placed  upon  the  vessels.  This  method  possesses  the  sterling  recommenda- 
tion of  extreme  simplicity  and  no  humbuggery — for  we  can  regard  Vel- 
peau's needle  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  surgical  humbuir.  But  how- 
does  it  avoid  dangerous  phlebitis,  if  it  really  and  effectually  closes  the  ves- 
sels? That  in  this  respect  it  has  not  a  whit  the  advanta"-e  of  either  of  the 
plans  mentioned,  it  is  rational  to  infer,  it  does  not  answer  that  in  a  few 
adventures  it  has  not  proved  fatal.  It  is  not  by  the  inquest  of  a  day  on 
one  man  that  such  an  operation  is  to  be  tried  ;  and  here  we  believe  is 
the  signal  error  of  all  who  have  introduced  a  novel  practice  in  varico- 
cele ;  a  few  cases  of  success  they  deem  abundant  sanction  for  its  unlver- 
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sal  rocommnulation,  atid  indcM'd  tlie  l^'rciicli  surgeons  (l)y  whom,  chiefly, 
lh(^se  exporiincnts  have  hrcn  niadc)  lU)  call  that  success  which  Atnerican 
surgeons  would  not.  If  onc^  in  (ifly  dic^  after  an  operation  for  varieoc.cde, 
we  anirni  it  daiiLrerous:  for  eonsidt'r  tliat  it  is  not  to  save  lif(Mhal  this 
operation  is  made,  hut  only  lo  remove  a  serious  ineonvenience,  and  on  such 
grounds  that  op(Mation  is  grave  wliieli  hazards  life  at  all.  M.  Pichegru, 
lh(^  gr(Mt  Freneh  general,  thought  the  life  of  the  soldier  not  at  liazard  who 
had  one  chance  in  five — the  French  operators  rate  life  at  the  same  value. 
Convince  us  (hat  not  one  in  fifty  will  die  after  the  operation,  and  we  will 
talk  of  its  safety. 

Another  nu^thod  lately  devised,  is  the  introduction  of  two  ligatures  in 
such  a  manner  as  that  one  shall  pass  in  front  and  one  in  the  r<;ar  of  the 
vessels,  yet  hoth  entering  and  emerging  from  the  skin  at  the  same  orifice; 
the  ligatures  are  then  tied,  and  the  whole  operation  is  completed  without 
any  wound  except  that  made  hy  the  needle.  Jn  reference  to  this  nielhod 
I  need  scarcely  say  that  its  only  merit,  above  others,  is  ingenuity.  In 
one  of  the  Parisian  hospitals  the  spermatic  artery  has  been  tied,  and  oc- 
ca'=;ionally  the  same  has  been  practised  elsewhere.  But,  as  might  be  an- 
ticipated, it  is  generidly  followed  by  a  wasting  of  the  testis;  and  where, 
in  consequence  of  the  cord's  being  furnished  with  more  than  one  artery, 
the  testis  does  not  perish,  the  varicocele  continues  :  and  that  the  cord  has 
j]^enerally  two,  or  even  occasionally  three  or  four  arteries,  dissection  proves. 
This  operation  is  therefore  not  to  be  recommended. 

JVI.  Davats,  satisfied  of  the  insufficiency  or  danger  of  all  previous  plans, 
adopted,  in  18'33,  the  principle  of  acupnnciuration,  combined  with  the 
ligature.  He  employs  two  needles,  one  introduced  transversely  under  the 
vein,  as  by  Velpeau,  and  the  other  made  to  transfix  the  vein  from  before 
backward,  and  then  passing  in  the  rear  of  the  first  needle  it  is  made  to 
transfix  the  vein  again  higher  up,  and  from  behind  forward  ;  the  two 
ends  of  the  last  needle  are  then  wound  with  the  figure-of-8  ligature. 
The  claim  upon  which  M.  Davats's  patent  rests,  is  that  by  transfixing  the 
vein  adhesive  inflammation  is  more  readily  and  certainly  induced.  In 
1836  he  reported  twenty-six  cases,  and  all  cured  except  one,  and  tiiis 
one  alone  was  attended  with  danirerous  or  serious  symptoms.  The 
Philadelphia  Hospital  Reports  of  Oct..  1838,  furnish  one  case  treated 
successfully  by  Davats's  method  :  G.  VV.  Norris,  the  able  reporter,  and 
one  of  the  surgeons  to  this  establishment,  recommends  the  operation. 
But  admitting  its  greater  certainty,  where  is  its  greater  safety  1  It  is  not 
calculated  to  produce  a  less,  but  avowedly  a  greater  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion, and  we  much  fear  that  time  and  further  experience  will  consign  it  to 
the  same  grave  with  its  predecessors. 

M.  Bonnet  reported,  in  1838,  eleven  successful  cases,  treated  by  a 
new  mode  of  acupuncturatlon.  The  veins  were  transfixed  transversely 
by  a  flexible  pin,  the  ends  of  which  were  then  bent  towards  each  other, 
but  no  ligature  a|)|)rKHl  ;  the  pin  being  left  to  inflame  and  close  the  ves- 
sel, or  until  it  produced  so  much  pain  as  to  prevent  sleep,  or  had  caused 
suppuration.  Several  pins  were  generally  introduced  at  different  points 
at  the  same  time.  But  in  1839  he  repudiates  his  own  practice,  and 
honestly  confesses  that  it  turns  out  to  be  unsuccessful — a  genuine  hoax  L 
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— for  the  veins  were  not  really  oljllterated,  but  only  clogi^ed,  and  tlie  vari- 
ces soon  relurned.  He  next  tried  pins  inUodueed  at  sufficient  intc.M'vals 
to  proiluce  temporary  occlusion,  while  iho  portions  of  the  veins  betweeii 
were  daubed  witl)  caustic,  to  produce  permanent  adhesion.  In  this, 
however,  he  soon  discovered  dangers  and  delects,  which  led  him  to  again 
niotlily  his  practice,  as  we  shall  presently  s[)eak. 

Fricke,  of  lian)buri/h,  substituted  for  the  plan  of  Bonnet,  a  sinjple 
hgature  carried  through  the  vessel  with  a  needle,  and  left  to  hang  loose, 
like  Physick's  ligature  for  ununited  fracture  :  this  he  removes  within  twenty- 
four  or  forty-eight  hours,  according  to  the  amount  of  inflammation  induced. 
lint  if  Botmet's  cases  treated  by  the  pin,  [)roved  in  the  end  unsuccessful, 
the  same  fate  must  be  [)redicted  for  the  patients  of  Fricke — the  princi- 
ples are  the  same,  and  the  modes  scarcely  varied. 

1\1.  Delpech,  of  Montpelier,  to  wiiom  we  have  already  alluded  as  hav- 
ing killed  one  patient  with  the  ligature,  instructed  by  such  fatal  experience, 
adopted  the  less  hazardous,  because  less  irritating  treatment,  of  passing  a 
piece  of  "  amadon  "  under  the  veins,  having  previously  pulled  aside  the 
vas  deferens,  and  leaving  the  "  amadou  "  there  as  a  seton  to  produce  slowly 
the  requisite  degree  of  inflammation,  and  a  tedious  cure  ;  yet  not  a  cure 
indeed,  for  as  in  the  operations  of  Bonnet  and  Fricke,  it  must  prove  at 
length  to  have  been  but  a  fibrinous  coagulation,  and  not  an  obliteration. 
The  only  two  cases  reported  by  Delpech  are  not  very  fivorable  to  his 
new  operation,  since  one  of  them  nearly  died  from  peritonitis.  Poor 
Delpech  !  he  was  finally  assassinated  by  a  patient  upon  whom  he  operated 
by  excision  of  the  veins  (having  doubtless  proved  the  other  operations 
unsuccessful),  and  whose  testis  wasted  in  consequence  of  the  destruction 
of  its  arteries.  A  sad  warning  to  those  who  preserve  a  patient's  life  at 
the  risk  of  his  virility  ! 

Compression,  also,  has  its  advocates.  M.  Breschet,  of  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
at  Paris,  operated  first  in  May,  1S33,  and  in  Dec.  1834  he  had  practised  it 
successfijlly  upon  numerous  cases.  By  H.  Landouzy  we  are  told  that 
in  1838  Breschet  had  made  this  operation  in  one  hundred  and  twenty 
cases  of  varicocele,  and  he  (Landouzy)  never  saw  any  serious  conse- 
quences!  The  vas  deferens  and  veins  being  separated  from  each  other,  a 
pair  of  padded  pincers  furnished  with  a  screw  is  applied  to  the  veins,  and 
by  occasional  adjustment  of  the  screw  the  pressure  is  so  regulated  as  to 
destroy  gradually  the  integuments,  Sic,  between  the  blades.  How  much 
this  operation  resembles  the  bungling,  pinching  operation  of  his  late  illus- 
trious colleague,  INI.  Dnpuytren,  for  artificial  anus — the  operation  with  the 
enteretome — I  need  not  remind  you.  That  it  is  exceedingly  painful, 
none  will  deny.  Norris  tells  us  that  it  was  tried  in  Philadelphia,  but 
that  the  patient  was  unable  to  endure  the  torment,  and  revolted.  By  M. 
Davats  we  are  informed  that  "compression  is  insufficient;"  and  that  it 
is  dangerous,  despite  the  contrary  opinion  of  I^andouzy,  I  dare  aver. 
Other  objections,  it  would  be  competent  for  us  to  present,  such  as  the 
danger  of  including  the  principal  artery  or  arteries,  and  consequent  wast- 
ing of  the  testis,  hcemorrhage,  &.c. 

B.  Brodie,  in  varices  of  the  extremities,  makes  a  subcutaneous,  trans- 
verse section  of  the  vein,  and  effects  adhesion  of  the  mouths  of  the  ves- 
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sels  wltli  a  compress  and  roll(>r.  Petit  and  liirluTand  operate  in  a  man- 
n(3r  similar.  JJeelard  bisects  the  vein,  l)iit  employs  a  lii^^ature  instead  of 
the  compress,  and  does  not,  witli  Hrodie,  rcf^ard  expostue  of  the  veins 
to  the  air.  liecdard's  method  (with  ligature  instead  of  compress  and 
roller)  would  he  applicable  to  vaiic(;s  of  the  spermatic  cord.  J5iit  two 
liiratores  w  iih  hi^eclion,  as  practised  hy  him,  can  surely  he  no  safer  than 
on(^  lii^alure  without  bisection,  as  [)ractised  by  the  ancients.  Says  Mr. 
Liston,  speakini:;  of  the  application  of  this  melliod  to  the  vena  s;iphena, 
"  a  very  elfectual  way  of  stopping  the  current  of  blood  in  either  direction  ; 
but  it  was  too  often  followed,  and  that  very  speedily,  by  a  permanent 
arrest  of  the  circulation,  to  be  persevered  in  ;  for  many  patients  perished 
in  conse(jU(Mice  of  inflammation  of  the  veins  so  induced."  Its  application 
to  the  veins  of  the  spermatic  cord  cannot  for  any  reason  be  judged 
more  safe. 

Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  of  Boston,  exposes  the  veins  in  varicocele,  by  a 
longitudinal  incision,  and  then  bisects  them  at  the  lower  and  upper  ends 
of  the  wound,  appl\  ing  ligatures  to  such  vessels  as  require?  them.  This 
he  has  practised  many  years,  and  never  knew  it  to  fail.  He  admits  that, 
as  a  consequence  of  this  operation,  the  testis  may  by  a  gradual  marasmus 
disappear;  and  in  one  instance  the  testis  and  scrotum  sloughed.  It  will 
be  observed  that  this  operation  is  the  same  with  Beclard's,  except  that 
two  incisions  are  substituted  for  one  :  it  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  Liston's 
denunciation  includes  the  favorite  operation  of  Dr.  Warren.  Let  them 
settle  the  controversy. 

An  operation^,?imilar  to  those  just  noted,  is  recommended  by  Signer 
Rima,  Surgeon-in-chief  to  the  hospital  at  Venice :  the  portion  of  vessel 
included  between  the  incisions  is,  however,  dissected  out — and  as  an 
essential  principle  of  the  operation,  he  directs  that  it  should  always  be  at 
a  point  of  the  enlarged  vessels  nearest  the  heart,  quite  above  the  varix  if 
possible,  and  about  one  inch  of  vessel  should  be  removed.  In  1838  he 
reported  thirty-four  cases,  of  which  ten  only  were  radically  cured,  and  two 
had  died  of  phlebitis  !  two  thirds  left  uncured,  and  one  seventeenth  killed  ! 
and  upon  such  success  he  presumed  to  recommend  the  operation.  Its 
own  reports  must  seal  its  condemnation.  But  of  this  practice  M.  Briquet 
informs  us  that  it  was  followed  by  the  ancients,  but  he  declares  it  painful, 
and  for  other  reasons  repudiated  by  modern  surgeons.  Gibson  neither 
condemns  nor  sanctions  the  practice  in  saying  he  has  "  seldom  met  with 
cases  requiring  an  operation  of  this  kind." 

Caustic  was  first  recommended  by  Celsus,  and  was  approved  by  Aetius. 
Lately  it  has  been  revived  by  Bonnet,  the  same  who  first  assayed  the 
needle  and  ligature — then  the  ligature  and  caustic,  and  who  now  adopts 
the  caustic  alone.  In  1837  he  had  operated  with  the  potassa  fusa  on 
fourteen  cases  of  varicocele,  and  seen  no  bad  effects.  He  teaches  that 
the  inflammation  produced  by  caustic  is  not  that  inflammation  so  much 
dreaded,  wdiich  extends  towards  the  heart,  but  it  always  limits  itself  by 
discreet  bounds.  Liston,  however,  unfortunately  for  its  reputation,  saw 
one  case  in  which  the  patient  died  from  the  inflammation  consequent 
upon  this  practice;  and  another  in  which  the  subject  was  nearly  lost 
from  haemorrhage  ;  and  he  has  heard  of  several  others.     That  M.  Bonnet's 
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potassa  I'usa,  or  Mr.  JVlayo's  la|)is  inrenialis,  possess  any  special  abillly  or 
dlsposilloii  to  restrain  the  phlebitis  within  certain  just  and  rational  bounds, 
1  doubt:  and  surely  it  would  seern  enoui,di  that  the  patient  was  ex[)osed 
to  the  dangers  of  irdhunuiation,  without  the  hazard  of  death  iVoni 
hctniorrhage. 

In  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  work  on  diseases  of  the  testis,  before  reftnred  to 
(1830),  he  suggests  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  scrotum,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  other  operations,  all  of  which  had  seemed  to  him  dangerous  : 
and  in  No.  G  of  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  he  relates  four  cases  in  which 
he  had  put  his  suggestion  into  successful  execution  ;  and  one  by  Mr.  Key. 
This  is  certainly  a  comparatively  safe  operation,  but,  as  might  be  expect- 
ed, it  is  only  palliative,  or  partially  radical,  since  it  makes  but  a  suspensory 
bag  of  the  shortened  scrotum:  and  the  learned  Baronet  himself  acknow- 
ledges that  the  varicocele  is  in  general  only  ''  lessened."  In  one  other 
case  he  tied  off  the  scrotum,  but  it  was  exceedingly  painful,  and  he  does 
not  recommend  it. 

Hxtirpation  of  the  testis,  for  varicocele,  has  seldom  been  practised. 
B.  Gooch,  chirurgist,  published,  in  179*2,  a  case  of  varicocele  in  which, 
the  circumstances  justifying,  he  castrated  the  man,  and  he  got  well.  A 
similar  case  is  reported  in  Vol.  XXII.  of  your  Journal,  copied  from  the 
London  Lancet,  M.  D.  Thompson  operator :  and  Sir  Astley  Cooper  (in 
his  memoir  on  diseases  of  the  testis)  admits  that  it  is  occasionally  neces- 
sary, and  furnishes  the  case  of  a  young  man  who  had  a  varicocele  and 
slight  wasting  of  the  testis,  with  some  pain,  in  which  he  extirpated  the 
testis  and  veins.  This  operation  is  certainly  not  to  be  preferred  in  all 
cases  of  varicocele — nor  indeed  in  most ;  yet  it  is  at  least  no  more  dan- 
gerous than  either  of  the  radical  operations  reviewed,  and  will,  1  trow, 
never  (l\il.  As  to  the  gentleman's  virility,  1  believe  the  testis  of  the 
sound  side  much  more  likely  to  remain  healthy,  than  if  the  opposite  testis 
is  allowed  gradually  to  waste — as  it  is  liable  to  do  after  either  of  the  ope- 
rations for  radical  cuj-e,  by  obliteration,  or  extirpation  of  the  veins  or  arte- 
ries. Sympathy  with  its  suffering  fellow  will  often  bring  on  a  gallopping 
consumption  in  the  sound  organ.  The  few  cases  in  which  a  varicocele 
occurs  simultaneously  in  both  sides,  would  of  course  constitute  exceptions 
to  the  propriety  of  this  practice. 

BrieHy,  1  remark,  be  not  officious  to  operate  upon  varices  of  any  kind — 
least  of  all,  spermatic.  The  dangers  are  phlebitis,  haemorrhage,  sloughing, 
loss  of  virility  and  assassination.  I  hold  that  veins  cannot  be  perma- 
nently closed  without  inflammation,  and  that  all  modes  of  occlusion, 
whether  by  ligature  simple  or  modified,  acupuncluration,  seton,  excision, 
compression  or  caustic,  are  alike  liable,  in  certain  constitutions  and  under 
certain  circumstances,  to  fatal  phlebitis.  Where,  therefore,  all  have  a 
complement  of  dangers,  it  is  difficult  to  adjudge  a  preference  ;  only  as  any 
certain  mode  by  its  simplicity  and  certainty  may  recommend  itself.  No- 
thing can  be  more  simple  and  easy  of  application  than  the  plan  of  M. 
Reynaud  ;  and  than  some  others,  it  is  more  certain — ^yet  not  certain.  It 
is  also  quite  as  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  "  dangerous,"  as  most  of  the 
plans  proposed.  It  is  this,  however,  which  I  venture  to  recommend,  ad- 
vising extreme  caution  in  the  separation  of  the  veins  from  the  vas  deferens 
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— ilic  laitcr  of  which  v\\\\  ho  readily  discovered  on  the  posterior  part  of 
ihe  cord,  hy  iis  peculiar  feel,  and  ihc  severe  j)ain  prochiced  by  j)iessing 
it  firmly  between  the  finders.  It  is  proper,  also,  always  to  advise  the 
))atii'iil  that  he  m  \v  lose  his  virility  in  c(jMse(|ii(  iice ;  a  consetjiience 
Uijainst  which  no  ollu-r  nuihod  can  insnr«.'  him.  if  (he  |)ali(n(,  willin;^  lo 
suH'cr  mniilation,  rather  than  liazaid  an  nncerlainly,  prefers  extirpation 
of  the  testis,  to  ihe  opeiator  no  choice  remains — cut  out  the  testis,  and 
have  no  fear  for  his  virility  ;  1  know  some  of  the  best  breeders  in  the 
country  who  have  but  one  testis. 

Allow  me,  Mr.  Editor,  to  note  you  a  surgical  incident,  not  quite  re- 
levant to  the  ai)ove  matter,  but  not  destitute  of  interest,  nor  wholly  im- 
pertinent, which  occurred  during  my  apprenticeshi{)  with  my  much-re- 
spected |)receptor.  Prof.  John  G.  Morgan,  then  Surgeon  to  the  Auburn 
State  Prison,  w  hich  I  copy  fioiD  my  notes. 

April,  1832,  Tillapaw,  a  convict,  came  to  the  Hospital,  holding  in  one 
hand  his  testes,  and  with  the  other  grasping  the  remnants  of  his  scrotum. 
He  had  just  emasculated  hitnself  in  the  following  manner:  the  night 
previous,  in  his  cell,  he  had  drawn  a  cord  tight  aiound  the  scrotum  and 
close  above  both  testes,  and  this  he  had  patiently  endured  until  the  hour 
for  admitting  the  out-patients,  and  then  had  boddly  cut  it  ofi'  hy  two 
strokes  of  a  shoe-niaker's  knife.  The  hcEmorrhage  was  considerable,  hut 
the  vessels  were  tied  and  he  did  well.  His  recovery,  indeed,  was  very 
rapid  and  flrvorable,  owing  in  part,  doubtless,  to  the  contented  and  happy 
state  of  mind  in  which  he  now  dwelt,  for  the  act  had  been  committed  as 
a  religious  sacrifice  of  an  offending  member.  Incarcerated  for  an  airgra- 
valed  rape,  his  long  confinement  and  stern  regimen  had  not  a  whit  abated 
his  criminal  inclinations,  and  he  was  now  a  disaustins:  onanist.  Six 
months  after  his  recovery,  I  asked  Tillapaw  how  he  felt  now,  and  whether 
his  stones  troubled  him  any?  "Oh  yes,"  said  he,  "1  am  just  as  ambi- 
tious as  ever,  but  I  can't  do  anythin^r ;  1  have  erections,  but  can  get  no 
satisfaction,  so  that  1  am  worse  off  than  I  was  before."  Castration,  it  is 
true,  in  early  life,  as  among  eunuchs,  prevents  the  development  of  the 
venereal  passion  ;  but  once  established,  it  is  not  easily  extinguislied." 

September  4.  1841. 


PES   EQULNUS   ACQUISITUS    OF   THE   RIGHT   FOOT— OPERATION. 

BV    JOHN    B.    BROWN,    M.D.,    BOSTON. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

John  Gates  Trulan,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  a^t.  14,  was  placed  under  my 
care  by  his  father,  Hugh  Trulan,  Esq. 

June  15th,  1841.  The  heel  is  elevated  to  the  fidlest  extent,  and  can- 
not be  broutiht  down  by  the  hand,  on  account  of  resistance  of  the  tendo- 
Achillis.  The  knee  is  contracted  to  sixty  decrees  from  a  riiiht  antde  w  iih 
the  thigh.  The  whole  limb,  and  particularly  the  foot,  is  tw isted  inward. 
There  is  a  slight  convexity  of  the  tarsus  externally.  The  weight,  as  he 
walks,  rests  upon  the  extreme  end  of  the  metatarsal  bone  and  joint  of 
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the  little  toe  (see  fit;.  1).     For  a  further  description,    I  refer  to  t'l"  history 
of  the  case  helow,  sent  lue  by  his  father. 

June  '2'2(1.   I  divided  the  ttMulo-Achilhs  and  flexor  lon<;us  pollfis  pede«, 
and  applied  "my  apparatus." 

July  I3th.   It  is  now  three  weeks  since  the  operation,  and   John  walks 
fairly  on  the  sole  of  his  foot,  allhoui^h  he  continued  to  use  his  crutch. 

Au*;.    10th.   He  threw  aside  his  crutch,  and  walked  anywhere  about 
the  city. 

Aui^.  I7tlj.  Eii^ht  weeks  after  the  division  of  the  tendons,  John's  foot 
had  improved  to  the  state  represented  in  fi^^  2. 

Au<r.  3 1  St.  Returned  home  cured,  the  knee  having  been  brought  straight 
by  mechanical  means  and  orthopedic  exercises. 

Fig.  1.  Fig.  2. 


The  following  letter  has  since  been  received  from  his  father. 

''Andover,  Sept.  24,  1841. 

"  Dr.  Brown.  Dear  Sir, — 1  received  yours  of  the  21st  inst.,  in  which 
you  wish  me  to  inform  you  how  my  son's  deformity  originated.  I  an- 
swer, he  was  as  well  and  straight  as  any  child  until  he  was  about  two 
years  old,  when  he  was  taken  sick  of  a  fever.  Soon  after  his  recovery  he 
began  to  turn  in  his  right  foot  a  little.  We  did  not  n)ind  much  about  it, 
and  thought  he  would  outiirow  it,  but  it  kept  growing  worse  and  worse 
until  1834,  when  I  carried  him  to  a  doctor  in  a  neighboring  town,  who 
tried  to  cure  him  by  machinery.  Here  he  stopped  one  month.  I  will 
five  the  doctor  credit  for  his  honesty,  for  he  found  he  could  not  cure  him 
and  told  me  so.  Then  we  let  it  rest  until  1837,  when  I  heard  of  a  doc- 
tor in  New  Hampshire  who  was  in  possession  of  Goodrich  h  Co.'s  pa- 
tent apparatus  for  curing  club-feet.  1  carried  him  there,  and  he  stopped 
with  him  until  we  fancied  he  was  better,  and  brought  him  home,  but  when 
he  beuan  to  walk,  he  was  as  lame  as  ever.     The  tendons  which  had  been 
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stretched  wimU  back  airain,  and  lie  kept  ii;r()\vinL(  \vor=;e  and  worse,  and  we 
hail  i^ivtMi  lip  all  hopes  of  his  i^etlinLi;  any  help,  uiiiil  we,  heard  of  you, 
and  [  shall  ever  rejoice,  and  so  will  my  son,  that  I  plaf;ed  him  under 
your  care,  where,  I  can  say,  with  <;reat  pleasure,  he  was  mad(i  froui  a 
deformed  cripph?  to  an  uprii^ht  lad,  and  tluM'e  is  no  douhl  in  my  inind, 
thai,  when  he  i^rows  up  lo  malurilv,  that  loot  and  i(^i^  will  he  e(|ual  with 
the  other.  Hi>^  health  is  <;()od,an(i  lu;  is  in  i^ood  spiiils.  lie  says  he  will 
never  foruel  llie  kindness  he  received  from  you.  When  ru}'  son  entered 
the  Orthopedic  Infirmary  he  iiad  been  obliired  to  use  a  crutch  for  two  or 
three  years.  His  foot  was  so  much  turned  in,  that  when  be  put  it  down, 
h(i  trod  on  the  joint  of  the  little  toe,  and  the  inside^  of  the  foot  turned  uj)- 
ward.  The  cords  of  the  heel  and  ham  were  so  much  shortened,  the 
heel  was  seven  inches  from  the  ground,  and  the  leg  one  and  a  h  alf  inh 
shorter  than  the  other.  Now  be  stands  and  walks  perpendicular,  the  foot 
being  elevated  to  a  level  with  the  other  by  a  cork  sole,  placed  in  his  shoe. 
Since  be  came  home,  all  who  have  seen  him,  look  with  astonishment  ; 
and  this  was  done  in  the  short  space  of  ten  weeks. 

Hugh  Trulan." 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL —SURGICAL  CASES  TREATED 

BY    J.   C.    WARREN,    M.D. 

RKPORTED    FOK    THE    MEDICAT.    JOURNAL    BV     S.    PARKMAN,    M.D. 

Accidents. — A  healthy  man,  25  years  of  age,  of  perfectly  good  habits, 
only  five  weeks  from  the  Canadas,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  received  a 
wound  on  the  left  outer  ankle  from  the  wheel  of  a  dirt  car  on  a  rail-road. 
His  situation  prevented  bis  paying  the  requisite  attention  to  bis  limb. 
The  wound  became  exceedingly  painful,  the  surrounding  parts  tumid  and 
of  a  purplish  hue,  which  was  soon  followed  by  a  painful  tumefaction  of 
the  whole  limb.  After  a  week's  suffering  be  entered  the  Hospital,  Sept. 
27th.  On  examination,  there  appeared  over  left  outer  ankle  a  contused 
wound,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  with  hard,  tumid  and  pur- 
plish edges,  the  purple  hue  extending  some  little  distance  in  the  vicinity  ; 
the  foot  and  leg  were  swollen,  the  skin  tense,  shining,  and  but  slightly 
reddened  ;  to  the  touch  the  parts  were  firm  and  elastic.  The  thigh  was 
also  swollen,  but  less  firmly  and  tensely  than  the  leg.  No  cord  could  be 
distinguished  in  the  track  of  the  femoral  veins  ;  this,  however,  was  not 
conclusive  against  the  existence  of  phlebitis,  as  the  general  tumefaction 
prevented  a  satisfactory  determination.  There  was  no  appearance  of  the 
rosy  lines  which  characterize  an  inflammation  of  the  superficial  absorbents. 
The  constitutional  symptoms  were,  considerable  fever,  indicated  by  a 
pulse  of  92,  restlessness,  headache,  he.  He  complained  of  intense  pain 
in  the  wound,  extending  over  the  whole  of  the  limb.  He  was  ordered 
an  active  cathartic,  cupping  on  the  thigh,  and  hot  fomentations  to  the 
whole  limb,  with  the  watery  solution  of  opium.  Not  much  blood  was 
obtained  by  the  cups,  but  the  constitutional  symptoms  were  somewhat 
ameliorated,  the  pulse  diminished  in  frequency,  and  be  expressed  some 
relief  from  the  tension   of  the  limb  by  the   discbarge   of   serum  from 
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llie  scarifications.      Leeches  were  ordered,  with   a  coiilinuaiioii  of    tlie 
treatment. 

Tlie  *^yth,  this  relief  had  not  contiiuied.  The  limh  was  more  swoHen  ; 
an  cedeina  had  extended  over  the  abdominal  inteiiiimenls,  and  infiltrated 
the  penis  and  scrotum  ;  the  pulse  were  weaker,  and  the  constitutional 
symptoms  uiore  typhoidal.  A  circular  blister  was  ap|)lied  to  the  le^ 
above  the  wound.  He  was  ordered  two  i^rains  each  (jf  opium  and  cam- 
phor, every  four  hours,  and  stimulants  if  he  could  take  them  ;  the  limb  to  be 
enveloped  in  hot  fon)enlations  of  bitter  herbs  at  intervals  ihrouj^h  the  day. 

The  30th,  the  unfavorable  symptoms  were  increased.  A  blister  was 
applied  over  the  abdomen  ;  alcoholic  foLnentations  to  the  whole  limb  ; 
the  blister  on  the  leij  to  be  dressed  with  an  ointment  containing;  one 
drachm  each  of  sul|)hate  of  morphia  and  quinine.  This  treatment, 
however,  was  without  avail.  The  foot,  to  the  ankle,  became  purplish 
and  cold  ;  a  patch  of  integuments  on  the  inside  of  thigh  about  six 
inches  square,  assumed  the  same  hue,  and  was  covered  by  large  phlyctenae 
containing  bloody  serum,  and  he  finally  sunk,  Oct.  2d,  six  days  after  en- 
trance into  the  Hospital,  and  two  weeks  from  the  date  of  accident. 

On  a  post-mortem  examination,  the  viscera  of  the  three  cavities  ap- 
peared, in  general,  healthy  in  structure.  The  blood  was  fluid  throughout 
the  whole  body,  and  all  the  organs  and  muscles  were  of  a  darker  hue 
than  natural,  from  the  transudation  of  this  fluid.  The  mitral  valves  of 
the  heart  presented  some  cartilaginous  thickening,  with  a  few  vegetations 
along  their  free  surface,  and  two  of  the  aortic  valves  were  adherent  in  such 
a  manner  as  not  to  close  perfectly  the  passage  from  the  ventricle.  In- 
cisions practised  in  the  diseased  linib  gave  issue  to  a  great  quantity  of  se- 
rous fluid,  and  showed  the  subcutaneous  and  intermuscular  cellular  mem- 
brane in  every  part  to  be  filled  with  effused  lymph.  No  pus  was  dis- 
covered anywhere.  In  the  lymph  about  the  wound  there  was  considera- 
ble effusion  of  blood  in  specks.  The  inflammation  which  had  thus  in- 
vaded the  cellular  membrane  involved  also  the  fasciae  of  the  limb,  so  that 
all  the  muscles  were  incased  in  a  coating  of  these  membranes,  cellular 
and  fascial,  varying  from  a  half  inch  to  an  inch  in  thickness.  The  peri- 
osteum over  the  lower  extremity  of  the  fibula  in  the  wound  was  removed 
and  the  bone  rough.  The  veins  of  the  limb  showed  no  traces  of  in- 
flammation in  their  interior,  but  were  everywhere  imbedded  in  the  lymph 
effused  into  the  investing  cellular  membrane. 

This  case  was  one  of  difllised  phlegmonous  inflammation  of  the  whole 
of  the  thigh,  followed  by  gangrene  of  the  integuments  and  death  two 
weeks  after  a  contused  wound  over  the  external  ankle.  This  unfortunate 
termination  of  a  wound,  under  ordinary  circumstances  of  comparatively 
small  consequeqce,  was  not  in  this  case  due  to  any  of  those  causes  which 
are  usually  eousdered  as  influencing  the  result  of  the  reparative  process 
of  traumatic  lesions,  such  as  the  inordinate  use  of  ardent  spirits,  or  the 
like — although  the  appearances  observed  in  the  heart  at  so  enrly  an 
age  as  our  patient's,  might,  perhaps,  induce  the  belief  that  his  habits  at 
some  previous  period  had  not  been  so  good  as  lately.  We  may  attri- 
bute the  supervention  of  the  phlegmonous  inflammation  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  patient,  which  prevented  him  from  bestowing  the  neces- 
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siiry  care  upon  liis  liml),  or  cvcii  Irotn  prcsprvin^  llio  rt'ciimbcMit  posture. 
M'Ik*  disease  dillcrs  in  its  naiiiic  fioni  plc^nionous  erysipelas,  in  nol  l)eing 
attended  l)y  the  redness  ol' tlx;  skin,  or  ilie  early  tendency  wliieli  we  see  in 
that  {liseas(>  to  the  lonnalion  of  pus  and  the  death  ol  the  celluhir  mem- 
brane. In  this  hui(M-  disease  the  sloni^hiui;  of  the  ceHuhu"  meirdjrane  is 
the  consequence  of  its  tumefaction  and  stian^^uhition  by  th(;  inte^^uments, 
w  Iiich  in  their  inHamed  state  do  not  rea(hly  yield.  This  limitation  of  the 
inllammalion  to  the;  cellular  membrane,  without  an  early  aiiection  of  the 
skin,  is  to  be  atuibuled  to  the  law  that  the  inflatiimatory  process  in  its 
march  is  more  easily  propa<^ated  in  the  tissue  in  which  it  conmiences,  than 
transfeired  to  another  ;  the  fasciic  between  tlu?  cellular  memhrarK!  and  the 
intenuments  was  implicated,  and  it  would  finally  have  involvcMJ  the  skin, 
if  death  had  not  supervened.  The  gangrene  of  the  integuments  just  be- 
fore the  fatal  termination,  may  perhaps  have  been  induced  by  the  depri- 
vation of  the  circulation,  by  the  inflammation  of  the  subjacent  parts. 

As  regards  the  treatment,  the  time  for  active  measures  had  passed  be- 
fore his  entrance;  there  remained  no  course  but  to  attempt  the  counterac- 
tion of  the  typhoidal  symptoms,  as  has  been  detailed. 
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A   SYSTEM   OF   MIDWIFERY.* 

The  work  before  us  is  precisely  what  its  name  indicates,  namely,  a  sys- 
tem, and  embraces  all  the  knowledge  extant  upon  the  subject  of  which  the 
volume  treats,  properly  arranged  and  digested.  In  saying  this,  however, 
it  must  not  be  understood  that  w^e  entertain  less  admiration  than  formerly 
for  works  of  a  similar  character,  which  have  preceded  this.  On  the  con- 
trary, we  could  refer  to  nearly  a  dozen  volumes,  the  production  of  recent 
writers,  of  equal  authority,  and,  as  far  as  they  go,  of  equal  value  to  the 
practitioner.  The  last  compiler  or  writer  of  any  book  has  a  manifest  ad- 
vantage over  those  who  have  gone  before  him,  however  recently,  from  the 
circumstance  that  he  feels  himself  at  liberty  to  avail  himself  of  their  la- 
bors, either  by  way  of  contrast  to  enhance  the  value  of  his  own,  or  to 
give  more  completeness  to  it.  Dr.  Higby,  the  author  of  this  system,  holds 
an  enviable  place  in  the  public  mind,  being  esteemed  for  those  qualities 
most  estimable  in  a  physician,  to  which  are  superadded  high  profe>sional 
attainments.  He  is  physician  to  the  General  Lying-in  Hospital  in  Lon- 
don, lecturer  on  midwifery  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  &;c.,  and  in  fact, 
has  been  so  circumstanced  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  to  acquire  a  vast 
amount  of  experience.  One  feature  of  this  American  edition  should  not 
be  overlooked,  viz.,  the  series  of  engravings,  which,  though  xylographic, 
are  nevertheless  of  singular  utility  in  following  the  descriptions  of  the 
author. 

Thus,  in  a  few  words,  the  claims  of  the  work  are  presented  to  the  pa- 

*  A  System  of  Midwifery,  with  numerous  engravintjs.    By  Edward  Rigby,  M.D.,  &c.  With  notes  and 
additional  illustrations.    Philadelphia  :    Lea  «k  Blanchard,  18il.    8vo.,  pages  419. 
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irons  of  medical  books.  Not  to  be  in  possession  of  a  system  like  tins,  in 
acoiintrv  in  which  the  priiciice  of  midwifery  is  properly  estiinat*"d  by  all 
inlellii|ei)l  people,  is  alirjosi  inexcusable.  When  we  have  availed  our- 
selves of  alt  sources  of  professional  knowledge  which  are  placed  within 
our  reach,  if  unsuccessful  irj  the  details  of  practice,  there  is  a  reasonable 
apology,  which  no  one  would  have  the  hardihood  to  refuse;  but  to  shut 
our  eyes  when  the  light  shines  in  upon  us,  and  then  pretend  that  it  is  too 
dark  to  see  the  way,  is  certainly  culpable,  if  not  criminal,  in  one  who 
voluntarily  assumes  the  great  responsibility  of  being  an  accoucheur. 

Dr.  Rigby's  work  comprise.^  lifieen  chapters,  giving,  therefore,  ample 
scope  for  the  discussion  and  fair  illustration  of  every  topic  brought  before 
the  reader.  The  subjects  are  thus  arranged  : — The  pelvis  ;  female  or- 
gans ;  development  of  the  ovum  ;  natural  pregnancy  and  its  deviations  ; 
signs  of  pregnancy  ;  treatment  of  pregnancy  ;  signs  of  the  death  of  the 
fcetus  ;  mole  pregnancy;  extra-uterine  pregnancy;  retroversion  of  the 
uterus;  duration  of  pregnancy  ;  premature  expulsion  of  the  fcetus.  Part 
III.  treats  of  natural  parturition  ;  stages  of  labor ;  treatment  of  natural  la- 
bor; mechanism  of  labor.  Part  IV.,  midwifery  operations;  forceps;  turn- 
ing; Ccesarian  operation;  artificial  premature  labor;  perforation.  Part 
v.,  dystocia,  or  abnormal  parturition  ;  inversion  of  the  uterus  ;  encysted 
placenta  ;  precipitate  labor  ;  prolapsus  of  the  umbilical  cord  ;  puerperal 
convulsions;  placental  presentations;  puerperal  fevers;  phlegmatia  do- 
lens  ;    and,  lastly,  puerperal  mania. 

We  have  been  thus  particular  in  giving  the  heads  of  chapters,  that  it 
may  be  seen  how  extensively  the  author  has  grasped  the  subject  of  prac- 
tical midwifery. 

Neio  York  Medical  Instititte. — An  impetus,  of  laie,  seems  to  have  been 
given  to  everything  appertaining  to  the  study  of  medicine  and  surgery  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  But  a  little  while  since,  there  was  but  one  public 
school,  and  now  there  are  two.  But  instead  of  being  on  the  look-out,  pre- 
maturely, for  a  third — no  improbable  event,  since  driving  business  makes 
business — we  mainly  intend  to  notice  the  organization  of  the  Medical  In- 
stitute, a  quiet,  unobtrusive  academy,  where  students  are  taught  the  ele- 
ments of  professional  knowledge,  to  begin  with,  and  where  they  will 
gradually  have  unfolded  to  them  the  great  principles  and  all  the  facts 
which  men  of  character  and  experience,  who  superintend  their  medical 
studies,  can  impart.  It  is  much  like  the  Medical  Institute  at  Philadelphia, 
and  therefore  can  excite  no  jealousies.  Dr.  James  Stewart,  a  favorite 
author,  whose  name  is  familiar  to  those  who  keep  pace  with  American 
medical  literature,  is  the  insiructer  in  the  department  of  practical  medi- 
cine. Then  there  is  Dr.  Detmold,in  orthopedic  surgery,  another  evidence 
of  the  talent  concentrated  in  this  new  undertaking.  By  a  reference  to 
the  advertisement  in  this  week's  Journal,  the  reader  will  obtain  all  the 
facts  which  it  may  be  necessary  for  a  stranger  to  know  who  proposes  to 
enter  the  Institution. 


Papier  Machc  Noses. — A  correspondent,  in  a  neighboring  city,  requests 
us  to  inform  him  whether  artificial  noses,  manufactured  of  papier  mache, 
or  any  other  material,  can  be  obtained  in  Boston.  We  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  seeing  but  one  paper  nose,  and  that  a  miserable  one,  which  was 
put  on  occasionally  by  a  popular  songstress,  at  Mr.  Kimball's  Picture  Gal- 
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lery,  ill  pcrsonifyincf  a  single  ludy,  who  had  pa^-.-cil  her  teens  by  some 
forty  yea i;:.  Dr.  Haiwood,  the  well-kiiowii  and  iii<^enioujs  dentist,  wlio 
now  resides  at  Alarhias  or  Bangor,  we  arc  not  certain  which,  in  the  Slate 
of  Maine,  can  construct  an  ariilicial  nose  of  the  same  mineral  compound 
of  wliich  the  incorruptible  teeth  are  made,  whicli  wouhl  deceive  a  pretty 
vigihint  eye.  We  saw  one  of  his  make,  which  was  referred  to  some  two 
years  aj^o  in  this  Journal  ;  it  was  constructed  for  an  unfortunate  young 
man  beloniring  to  Spencer,  i\Iass.,  and  was  of  admirable  workmanship. 
The  mineral  noses  have  manifest  advantages  over  paper,  however  nicely 
the  latter  may  be  fabricated,  because  tliey  will  neither  soften  in  a  shower, 
nor  freeze  and  thaw  in  a  winter  climate.  We  therefore  reconimend  our 
correspondent  to  consult  Dr.  Harwood,  or  his  partner,  Dr.  Tucker,  Hamil- 
ton place,  liuston,  wJio  is  equally  distinguished  in  the  dental  profession. 


Boston  Dispensary. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  contributors  to  this 
Insiiiution  will  be  holden  on  Thursday,  Oct.  14th,  at  No.  19  Court  street. 
On  this  occasion  it  is  usual,  we  believe,  to  elect  dispensary  physicians  for 
all  the  districts  in  the  city.  In  most  other  cities,  the  dispensary  physicians, 
being  generally  young  men  just  commencing-  business,  have  a  small  fee  for 
each  patient,  amounting  ordinarily  in  the  whole,  to  about  enough  to  pay  the 
rent  of  an  office  and  purchase  one  suit  of  clothes  per  year.  This  is  substan- 
tial professional  encouragement,  and  by  no  means  unreasonable.  It  has 
always  been  surprising  to  us  that  physicians  enough  could  be  found  to  do 
the  drudgery  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  under  its  present  organization. 
The  physicians  usually  being  dependent  on  their  own  personal  exertions, 
deserve  the  consideration  of  those  who  acknowledge  the  principle,  that 
the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  We  know  all  about  the  difficulties,  dis- 
appointments, poverty  and  heart-aches  of  a  young  pennyless  physician, 
and  our  sympathies,  therefore,  are  boldly  expressed  in  the  behalf  of  such. 


Progressive  Phrenology. — Dr.  Andrew  Boardman,  of  New  York,  who 
is  identified  with  the  progress  of  phrenological  science  in  the  United 
Slates,  contemplates  publishing  a  new  work,  one  object  of  which  is  to 
show  that  those  men  of  acknowledged  capacity  and  integrity  who  have 
tested  the  subject  by  an  appeal  to  nature — by  the  investigation  of  facts  on 
which  it  rests — unite  in  testifying  to  its  truth.  A  more  curious  literary 
undertaking  could  not  have  been  selected — and  in  Dr.  Boardman's  hands, 
the  materials  will  be  carefully  and  appropriately  arranged,  and  receive  the 
finishing  touch  of  a  scholar  before  being  given  to  the  public. 


Steioart  on  the  Diseases  of  Childrcii. — A  further  supply  of  that  excel- 
lent treatise,  which  should  be  in  the  possession  of  every  American  practi- 
tioner, is  on  sale  at  Ticlcnor's,  Litlle  &  Brown's,  and  Munroe  &:  Co.'s, 
Washington  street  ;  and  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  at  Robinson  &:  Folger's.  It 
must  be  particularly  gratifying  to  the  author  to  have  his  labors  appreciated 
by  that  class  of  readers  who  are  the  most  competent  to  judire  of  the  value 
of  the  service  rendered  to  the  profession.  Country  practitioners,  accord- 
ing- to  our  standard  of  excellence,  could  not  have  a  more  useful  book  of 
reference. 


166 


Register  of  the  Weather. 


Death  of  a  Giant. — Lewis  Cornelius,  Esq.,  who  died  at  Milford,  Pike 
Co.,  Penri.,  ivvo  weeks  since,  al  the  age  ot  47,  was  unquestionably  the 
largest  man  in  America.  He  was  six  feel  tall  and  six  feet  round  the  body; 
and  previously  to  being  sick,  weighed  720  lbs.  Afier  death  his  weight  was 
685  lbs.  His  wife  is  a  tall,  spare  woman,  say  the  papers — and  there  are 
ei^ht  children,  the  youngest  being  ten  years  old,  most  of  whom  bid  fair 
to  be  Anacks  in  size.  All  those  who  have  completed  their  upward  growth, 
thus  far,  take  after  the  faiher.     One  of  the  sons  is  6  feet  H  inch  tall. 


On  the  Utility  of  Oxalic  Acid  in  Inflammations  of  the  Mucous  Mem- 
branes. By  M.  Nardo. — At  the  scientific  meeting  at  Turin  in  Septem- 
ber last,  M.  Nardo  made  known  the  results  of  his  experiments  on  the 
therapeutic  effects  of  oxalic  acid  ;  to  which  subject  he  had  been  devoting 
his  ailenlion  for  the  last  twelve  years.  From  his  experiments  he  con- 
cluded that  this  acid  possesses  antiphlogistic  properties  superior  to  that  of 
any  other  vegetable  acid,  as  the  malic,  the  citric,  the  acetic,  or  the  tartaric, 
and  that,  in  addition,  it  possesses  the  precious  properly  of  calming  the 
violent  pain  which  attends  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membranes.  He 
especially  recommends  its  employment  in  all  diseases  where  this  mem- 
brane is  implicated,  as  in  angina,  gastritis,  gastro-enleritis,  siomatiiis  and 
aphtha.  He  says  that  the  use  of  oxalic  acid  renders  the  loss  of  blood 
much  less  necessary.  The  dose  he  employed  was  one  and  a  half  grains 
in  about  eight  ounces  of  fluid.  It  is  not  mentioned  how  often  it  ought  to 
be  repeated.  He  recjards  it  as  a  conlra-slimulani. — Ed.  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal,  from  Repert.  del.  Sci.    ^-c. 
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26  Sun. 

56 

68  68 

29.28  29.14 

29.28, 

s  w  , 

Fair 

Plentiful  supply  of  water. 

27  Mon.   1 

50  66'63i 

29.41  29.4829. .50! 

w 

Fair       1 

28  Tues.  1 

49 170 1 66 

29.50 

24.43 

29.40 

s  w 

Fair       1 

Dense  fog. 

29 

Wed. 

65 1 70  66 

29.30 

29.39 

29.36' 

s  w 

Fair 

1.34  inch  of  rain. 

30 

Thur. 

48i55|53 

29.20  29.20 

29.231 

N  W  1 

Cloudy 

.01  inch  o(  rain. 

This  month  has  been  very  pleasant ;  after  the  middle,  fine  rains  have  fallen,  suflicienl  to  supply  the 
wants  of  vegetation— the  whole  quantity  in  the  month,  4.27  inches.  Thermometer  has  ranged  betweea 
46  and  82 ;  barometer,  between  29.79  and  28.97.  There  has  been  uo  frost,  and  vegetation  is  aa  verdant 
as  in  June. 


Medical  Advertisements.  1G7 

Singular  Phcnmnrnoii. — Wc  were  prescntctl  a  few  months  since,  by 
Dr.  Jeiilxs,  Demist,  of  FredcricUlown,  Md.,  with  a  superior  molar  loolh, 
on  one  of  the  sides  of  the  neck  of  which,  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch 
above  llie  teiininution  of  the  enan»el  upon  the  crown,  and  just  where  the 
bifurcation  of  two  of  its  roots  lakes  place,  is  a  protuberance,  the  size  of  a 
pin's  l»ead,  or  perhaps  a  little  larger,  covered  with  enamel.  Now,  what 
seems  remarkable  in  tliis,  is,  thai  this  protuberance  is  covered  with  en- 
amel. Wc  can  very  well  conceive  that  it  could  have  been  formed  by  a 
deposition  of  bone,  but  the  presence  of  the  enamel,  according  to  the  pre- 
vailing theory  of  the  manner  of  the  formation  of  this  substance,  renders 
its  explanation  somewhat  difficult. 

Since  writing  the  above,  another  molar  tooth,  having  a  similar  enam- 
elled wart-like  protuberance  upon  it,  was  presented  to  us  by  Mr.  Savier, 
student  of  dental  surgery,  of  Baltimore. — American  Journal  and  Library 
of  Dental  Science. 

Nunil)er  of  dciilis  in  Boston  for  the  week  eiidin?  Octohnr  9,  4().  — Males,  25  ;  Fcnitilfs,  J.'j.  Stillborn,  2. 
Of  consnniiition,  :")— infaiililc,  4— (lisea^'e  oCtiic  liver,  l~cankcr  rash,  1  — inllanmiation  of  the  lungs,  1 
— arcideiiial,  1 —dysentery ,  .'i—di.sease  oftlie  heart,  1— dchility,  2 — croup,  3— dropsy  on  the  hrain,  1  — 
liver  complaint,  1— scald,  1— di>ease  of  the  spine,  1— old  nj^c,  1 — flts,  1— scarlet  fever,  3— marasmus,  2 
—  Inn;:  (i-vcr,  1 — p.ilsy,  1 — taking  hindtiiunn,  1 — unknowi\,  2. 


IMF.DICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  undersigned  have  united  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  students  in  medicine  and  afTordinc  them  a 
complete  professional  education.     The  following  are  some  of  the  advantages  which  are  ofTered. 

Students  will  he  admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  the  lulinnary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.  At  the  Hospital,  Ur.  liowditch  will  deliver  a 
course  of  clinical  lectures;  and  there,  hut  more  particularly  at  the  Infirmary,  the  students  will  be 
practised  in  the  jdiysical  evamination  of  j)ulmonar)  diseases. 

Occasional  opportunities  will  be  had  for  private  practice  in  midwifery,  surgery,  &c.,  in  one  of  the 
largest  dispensaries  of  the  city. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  abundant  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
and  students  may  feel  assured  nothing  will  be  wanting  in  this  department. 

A  meciing  of  the  students  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  cases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, will  be  held  weekly,  under  the  superinteiuience  of  one  of  the  instructers. 

Gentlemen,  previous  to  presenting  themselves  for  their  degrees,  will  be  specially  and  minutely 
exaniined  in  the  diflferent  branches  with  a  view  to  their  creditable  appearances. 

A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  follows. 

On  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by  -        -  .         .        Dr.  Bowditch. 

Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry,  by        -        -         .        .  .        .     Dr    Wiley. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    -  -         .        .        .        .     Un.  Shattuck. 

Descriptive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  -         -        Dr.  Parkman. 
Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  light,  free. 
For  terms,  apply  to  S.  Parkman,  M.D.,  196  Tremont  street. 

H.  I.  BOWDITCH.  G.  C.  SHATTUCK,  JR. 

O.   13— eoptf  H.  G.  WILEY,  S.  PARKMAN. 

NEW   YORK   MEDICAL    INSTITUTE 

This  Institution  has  been  formed  for  the  more  successful  prosecution  of  medical  studies,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  medical  science  in  the  ciiy  of  New  York. 

The  instructions  will  be  divided  into  a  Summer  and  Winter  course.  The  summer  course  of  Lectures 
will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  and  continue  till  the  first  of  .July,  when  there  will  be  a 
vacation  till  the  15th  of  September.  The  lectures  will  then  be  resumed  and  continued  until  the  last 
week  in  October.     The  courses  of  instruction  as  follows  : 

1.  Clinical  Surgery — Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  Granville  Sharp  Pattison,  M.D.  2.  3Iedical  Jurispru- 
dence— Jolini  W.  Draper,  M.D.  3.  General  and  Orthopedic  Surgery — W.  Detmold,  M.D.  4.  General 
and  Special  Patholo<jy  and  Therapeutics — Cliarles  A.  Lee,  M.D.  .5.  Surgical  ami  Path(/logical  Anato- 
my and  Operative  Surgery — John  Murray  Carnochau,  M.D.  6.  Practical  Medicine  — James  Stewart, 
M.D.  7.  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear — Alfred  C.  Post,  M.D.  8.  Chemistry  and  Medical  Botany — 
Daniel  Gardner,  M.D. 

Fees  lor  the  summer  course,  S40.     For  single  Tickets,  ."JslO. 

Winter  Course. — The  Winter  Course  will  c(uisisi  of  Recitation.<!,  and  Examinations  on  the  different 
branches  of  medicine  and  surgery,  laiurht  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  New  York, 
and  will  be  coi. ducted  by  the  foliowini;  gentlemen. 

1.  Institutes  of  Medicine,  Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry — C.  A.  Lee,  M.D.  2.  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics— James  Stewart,  M.D.  3.  Anatomy  and  Surgery — John  Murray  Car- 
nochan,  M.D. 

The  course  to  commence  in  the  first  week  in  November,  and  to  continue  until  the  first  of  March. 
Fees  for  the  course,  $125.     For  single  Tickets,  $10. 

For  further  information  apply  to  the  Secrclarv,  86  Prince  street,  near  Broadway. 

VALENTINE  MOTT,  M.D.,  President. 
JAMES  STEWART,  M.D.,  Secretary.  O.  13— 2t 
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JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  PIULADELrillA. 

Skssion  ok   \64\  —  4*>i. 

THEreguUr  Lectured  will  commence  on  itie  llrst  Moiiday  of  Nuvetiiber. 

KouLtv  L)L\ciLi8u.N,  iM.l).,  I'lulessor  ol  liistiiiiits  o(  MeiJiciiie  hii>1  Medical  Juritprudeuce. 
Kobtur  M.   Husro.N,  Ml).,  I'roltasor  ol  Mititria  Medicii  Hiid  (icutinl  Tlierapeiiiica. 
Josiii'H   P\.\to».-4T,  M.U.,  I'rolt-flsor  ol  (Juneriil,  Detjcripeive,  and  Hurgical  Aiialumy. 
J.  K.  MiicuKLL,  M.U.,  I'rott.ssur  id  I'raciice  ol  Medicine. 
Thomas  U.  Ml  riEii,  M.L).,  I'rol'esaor  o(  Institutes  and  Practice  oT Surgery. 
Charles  D.  Mkios,  M.U.,  Prolessor  ('(Obstetrics  and  Diseases  ol  VVoinen  and  Children. 
Fk.vnki.in  U.vc'uk,  .M.D.,  I'roCessor  ol  Chemistry. 
On  and  alter  the  first  of  October,  the  di.ssectinj;  roonj  will  be   open,  and   the   Professor  of  Anatomy 
will  give  his  personal   attendance  thereto.     Clinical  instruction  will  likewise  be  given  al  the  Dispen- 
sary of  the  Colle;4e. 

During  liie  course,  am|)le  opportunilies  will  be  aflTonhd  for  clinical  iristniction  ;  Professors  Dun- 
glison,  Huston,  and  Pancoast  being  medical  otUcersofthe  Pliiladelphia  llospiial  ;  Professor  Meigs  uf 
the  Pennsylvania  Hosiiilal;  and  Professor  Mutter,  riurj^eon  to  the  Pliiladelphia  Dispensary. 

Professor  Dunglison  will  lecture  reuularly  on  Clinical  Medicine,  and  Professor  Pancoast  on  Clinical 
Suigery,  al  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  throuahont  the  course. 

Added  to  these  fuLiiiiies,  ihe  .Musi-uiii  of  the  Institution  afl'ords  esscnlial  aid  to  the  student,  by  its 
various  anatomical,  pathological,  and  obstetrical  i)reparalions  and  drawiii'zs,  as  well  as  by  the  diversi- 
fied specimens  of  genuine  and  spurious  articles,  ami  plates,  drawings,  Ace,  lor  illustrating  the  materia 
medica.  These,  with  the  numerous  and  varied  specimens  that  have  been  recentli/  added  from  the 
private  collections  of  the  members  of  the  faculty,  render  the  .Mu.seiim  and  Cabinets  more  rich  and 
etteciive  for  the  purpose  of  Medical  Instruction  than  thev  have  ever  been. 

llOIiERT  M.  llUtsTON,  M  D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

MED.   DKPARTMEN'P  OF  PENiNSVLVANIA  CDLLEGE  IN   PHILADELPHIA- 

The  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence,  as  usual,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  con- 
tinue until  the  first  of  March.     The  faculty  is  composed  as  follows  : 

Samuel  Cb-oiioE  Mokto.n,  M.D.,  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
-Georoe  M'Ci.eli.an,  M.L).,  Surgery. 

William  Rlish,  Ml).,  Priiici|iles  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

RoBEKT  IVK».\Ta<)MEKY   Bluu,  M.D.,  Institult  s  ol  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 
SvMLEL  M'Clella.n,  M.D.,  Obstetrics,  and  the  Diseases  ol   Women  and  Children. 
Walter  R.  Joiinso.\,  A.M.,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

The  College  possesses  a  spacious  reading  room,  an  extensive  museum  illustrative  of  the  several 
departments  of  medical  science,  and  well-ventilated  dissecting  rooms.  The  latter  are  just  completed, 
and  will  atlord  every  facility  for  the  nrosecntion  of  practical  anatomv. 

S.  22-ept;vv  S.  G.  MORTON,  M.D.,  Dean. 

UNIVEKSirY    OF    NEW   YORK.  — DEPARTMENT    OF    MEDICINE. 

Thb  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the   last  Monday  of  October  ne.xt,  and  continue 
until  the  ensuing  March. 

Valenim.ne  Mott,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

GuvNViLLK  S;ivRi»  PATri.so.v,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Joiiv   llEVKHE,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  .Slediciue. 

MvRTv.N  Paine,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Meilicine  and  Materia  Medira. 

Gu.v.viNQ  S.  BiiDi'oun,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

JoH.\  W.  Draper,  M.D.,  Prolessor  of  Chemistry. 

The  fees  for  a  full  course  of  lectures  amount  to  §10.i.  Matriculation  fee,  $5.  Respectable  board 
and  lodiTlng  can  be  obtained  at  from  .'$i,5()  to  $-5,00  i)er  week. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  which  the  hosjiitals  of  New  York  offer  for  clinical  instruction,  a  Surgi- 
cal Cli.mque  has  been  instituted  in  the  College  building  under  the  direction  of  the  Prolessors  of 
Surgery  and  Anatomy.  JOHN   W.   DRAPER, 

Jy  28 — eoptNl  Secrctari/  to  the  Faculty. 

MEDICAL    LECTURES   IN    BOSTON. 

These  Lectures  begin  annually  in  the  Medical  College,  in  Mason  street,  Boston,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  November,  and  continue  four  months. 

Fees. 
Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  -  -  Dr.  Warren,  $15,00 

Midwiferv  and  Med.  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  Dr.  Chanmng,  10,00 

Materia  Medica,  by       -----  -       Dr.  Bioelow,  10,00 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  -  Dr.  Haywaud,  10,00 

Chemistry,  by  -----  -  Dr.  Webster,  15,00 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Drs.  Ware  and  Bigelow,  15,00 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  May  29,  1841,  it  was  Voted,  That  hereafter  tw'o  full  courses  of 
lectures  in  this  school  be  required  of  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  But  for  one  of 
these  courses  a  substitute  may  be  received  in  a  course  of  lectures  at  anv  other  medical  institution  in 
which  the  number  of  teachers  is  not  less  than  si.x,  and  in  which  the  time  occiii)ied  bv  lectures  is  not 
less  than  four  months.  WALTER  CHANNING,  Dean. 

Boston,  August  21,  1841.  S  1— eptN 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CL.\PP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Montlilv  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,.'i0  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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Vol.  XXV.  Wkdnk.suay,  October  20,   1841.  No.  11. 

GENERAL   INDEX    TO   THE   ftlEDICAL  JOURNAL. 

To  ihc  Elitor  of  (lie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  very  general  index  to  the  New  England  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgei-y,  and  the  Boston  Mediral  and  Suri^ical  Journal, 
einhracin^  a  jieriod  of  twenty  years,  is  the  result  of  the  haljit  of  the  wri- 
ter of  referring  (usually  on  the  outside  of  the  cover)  to  such  articles  or 
facts  in  each  quarterly  or  monthly  No.  as  from  their  interest  or  supposed 
practical  importance  he  wished  suhsecjuently  to  rcjcur  to.  The  reference 
is  generally  to  a  single  page,  and  often  to  a  sentiment  or  prescription  em- 
braced in  a  sini^le  sentence,  indicated  in  his  o\\  n  copy  by  a  marginal  no- 
lice  :  thus  enabling  him  to  refer  to  the  particular  fact  with  facility.  This 
practice  has  been  found  so  satisfactory,  that  1  have  not  only  continued  it, 
but,  as  may  be  seen,  the  references  have  become  progressively  more 
numerous. 

Our  periodicals  are,  when  properly  conducted,  the  store-houses  where 
that  best  of  knowledge,  the  result  of  personal  experience,  is  accumulated  ; 
and  though  much  of  it,  in  time,  becomes  embodied  in  systems  of  practice, 
and  is  thus  rendered  accessible  to  all,  no  inconsiderable  portion,  it  is  appre- 
hended, remains  afloat  for  a  long  time,  or  is  suffered  ultimately  to  be  lost. 
Instance  the  successful  mode  of  treating  one  of  our  hitherto  most  fatal 
diseases,  croup,  by  Surgeon  Kemble.  Though  ten  years  have  elapsed 
since  his  plan  was  commended  to  the  faculty  of  N.  England  through  this 
Journal  (see  Index  Vol.  111.,  page  25.  and  Vol.  Vlll.,  page  21),  it  is 
believed  no  system  of  practice,  published  in  this  country,  contains  it; 
even  that  excellent  work  on  Theory  and  Practice  by  Marshall  Hall,  re- 
published in  Boston  in  1839,  though  greatly  enlarged  and  improved  by 
its  American  editors,  leaves  us  to  pursue  the  old,  and,  in  most  cases,  it  is 
believed,  worse  than  useless  practice  of  bleeding  in  that  disease.  In 
justice  it  should  be  added,  that  of  the  many  worthy  offerings  to  the  public 
weal  by  one  of  thesis  gentlemen,  this  re-publication  (notwithstanding  a 
few  supposed  inadvertences)  must  be  considered  by  physicians  as  one  of 
tlie  most  acceptable.  See,  also,  the  use  of  the  Air-pump  in  Strangu- 
lated Hernia,  Vol.  Xlll.  The  writer  has  used  this  novel  remedy  in  two 
cases  only,  hut  in  both  was  its  application  perfectly  and  readily  successful, 
after  the  fiilure  of  some  of  the  common  means  of  reduction. 

The  ordinary  indexes  to  these  volumes  can  hardly  be  considered  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  references  proposed  ;  for  often,  as  remarked  above,  the  latter 
refer  to  a  single  fact,  remark,  or  prescription,  and   hence  the  title  of  the 
11 
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orii'inal  article  does  not  iEidicate  the  particular  matter  referred  to.  t'or 
instance,  in  Vol.  Vlll  ,  paj^e  389,  is  an  article  entitled  "Considerations 
on  the  Bitterness  of  Vegetables,"  to  which  I  have  just  had  occasion  to 
recur  in  my  practice,  that  I  mii;ht  avail  myself  of  some  excellerjt  remarks 
on  the  use  of  aloes  in  affections  of  the  liver,  contained  on  the  391sl  page, 
and  referred  to  in  the  "General  Index"  thus,  "  Aloes,  specific  action 
of  on  the  liver."  It  is  obvious  that  the  title  of  the  oriji^inal  article  could 
have  given  no  clue  to  the  particular  remarks  sought.  Again,  in  Vol.  X., 
N.  E.  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  page  i23l,  is  an  article  by  Ur. 
Peirson,  headed  "  Clinical  Remarks."  The  article  is  continued  through 
four  pages,  and  on  the  last  is  a  suggestion  on  sub-luxation  of  the  radius  in 
children  (page  *234  of  the  General  Index),  which  1  have  repeatedly  pro- 
fited by  in  practice.  It  is  now  about  twenty  years  since  Dr.  P.'s  plain 
directions  for  reducing  this  pretty  common  injury  were  given  ;  yet,  after 
some  research  to  ascertain  the  fact,  I  have  not  found  this  precise  accident 
or  its  remedy  clearly  indicated  in  any  system  of  surgery  to  which  1  have 
referred. 

Being  about  to  have  the  Journal,  now  consisting  of  more  than  thirty 
volumes,  bound,  1  have  been  compelled  to  transcribe  these  references 
from  the  paper  covers  ;  having  done  so,  and  finding  myself  in  possession 
of  a  general  index  of  unexpected  length,  it  occurred  to  mci  that  its  pub- 
lication, from  the  considerations  above  stated,  might  be  useful,  giving 
such  as  possess  any  considerable  series  of  the  work  an  additional  interest 
in  it  by  rendering  a  reference  easy  to  some  of  its  most  important  contents. 

With  these  views,  1  submit  it  to  the  disposal  of  the  editor,  and  am, 
Nantucket,  '2d  mo.  lith,  1841.  Respec t fu  1 1  y ,  &ic . 

Paul  Swift. 

References  to  some  of  the  most  important  or  interesting  Articles,  Facts 
and  Suggestions  contained  in  the  Ne tc- En gla nd  Jour nal  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  and  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  from 
1820  to  1840,  inclusive. 

NEW-ENGLAND    JOURNAL    OF    MEDICINE    AND    SURGERY. 

Volume  IX. — Diagnosis  in  Dyspeptic*  Affections,  p.  50;  Chelone  Gla- 
bra, 105;  Bill  of  Mortality  for  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  for  1818  and  1819, 
390  ;  Bill  of  Mortality  for  the  Town  of  Boston  from  Dec.  31,  1815,  to 
Jan.  1,  1820,39:2-395. 

X. — Prussic  or  Hydro-cyanic  Acid,  21  and  96;  Cynanche  Laryngea, 
Dr.  Jackson,  222  ;  Sub-luxation  of  the  Radius,  Dr.  Peiison,  234. 

XI. — Arm  presentation.  Dr.  Charming,  30  ;  Additional  facts  on  do., 
Dr.  Hale,  130;  Vaccination,  Report  on  in  France,  190  ;  Contusions  on 
the  Epigastrium  (Larrey),  204  ;  Hydroce|)halus,  Bandage  in,  207  ;  Indi- 
gestion, Phillips  on,  281  ;  Oil  Turpentine,  rendered  more  palatable,  321. 

XII. — Diseases  of  Females,  Dr.  Clarke,  135;  Influence  of  artificial 
Eruptions  on  internal  Disease,  265  ;  Iodine,  295  ;  Pathology,  Study  of, 
Dr.  Ware,  337. 

Xlll. — Obstructed   Catamenia,    Dr.   Dewees,    154;    Re-vaccination, 

171  ;  Scrofula,  Iodine  in,  213  ;  Sulphate  of  Kina,  218;  Thoracic  Percus- 
sion and  Abdominal  Pressure,  315  ;  Puerperal  Convulsions,  355. 
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XIV. — AiiaiDiiiy,  Sliuly  of,  188;  SpiDO,  Curviitiircs  of,  Dr.  IMacart- 
noy,  197;  Paiiiiia  lOiiatica,  Dr.  AiiioKI,  '.VM  ;  (Jalonicl,  lari^cs  Doses  of, 
Dr.  Cart\viiL;l)(,  'M\'y  \  \\\v\[)va',\\  T'cvcr,  Turpcntiiio  in,  ^HO  ;  Croui),  IVi- 
trato  of  Silvrr  in,  .'H'i. 

XV.— Croton  Oil,  520  ;  Sulphate  Qiiiiiin(>,  'JO  ;  Iodine,  on  llu3  effects 
of,  Dr.  iVIan>^on,  ^}'J  ;  Sapliena  Vein,  tyint;  of,  l()7  ;  Veins,  inflamed  by 
wounds  of.  'JO!  ;  iXoli-iue-tan^'ere,  Ointment  f()r.  i210;  "  I  live  Syrup, " 
Coxe's,  308;  Croup,  ;309 ;  "  lirown  IMixiure,"  :J00. 

Tiinii)  Skufks,  Vol.  I. — Purirative  l\I(,'dicincs,  Dr.  Ware,  81  ;  Ari- 
pjina  iMali^na  and  Croup,  idt^ntity  of,  21  1  ;  Lunar  Caustic,  externally, 
314;  Salivation,  cured  by  Calomel,  3-26  ;  l^^^tFccts  of  Atmospheric  Pres- 
sure on  \'enous  Circulation,  337  ;  Medical  Statistics  of  Paris,  426. 

BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOUllNAL. 

Volume  III. — Croup,  improved  Mode  of  Treatment  oC,  by  Surgeon 
Kemble,  25;  Case  of  do.  Dr.  Ware.  145. 

IV. — Constipation,  Emetics  in,  48;  Croup,  treated  on  Kemble's 
Plan,  by  Dr.  Tuwnsend,  145;  IMedical  Students,  Piof.  Pattison,  280 ; 
Staines  of  Human  Life,  239;  Rheumatic  Affections  of  the  Chest,  Diag- 
nosis in,  300;  Larynx,  Spasm  of  iVom  Inflammation,  335;  Rheumatism, 
Colchieum  in,  369;   Hooping  Cough,  338. 

V. —  Lrgoi  in  various  Kinds  of  Hemorrhages,  73;  Cancerous  L^lcera- 
tions  of  the  Face,  S3. 

VI. — INIassachusetts  Anatomy  Bill,  SO;  Opium,  on  the  Use  of,  156; 
Spinal  Irritation,  Cases  of,  236  ;    Cholera  in  Paris  (N.  P.  Willis),  279. 

V'll. — Cholera,  Saline  Injections  into  the  Veins  in,  49  and  169; 
Cholera,  Statistics  of  in  America,  66;  Hooping  Cough,  Sulphuret  of 
Potash  in,  148;  Burns  and  Scalds,  Nitrate  of  Silver  in,  173;  Cholera, 
Contagion  of  in  Paris,  212;  Digit;dis  in  Hajmorrhagy  from  the  Nose, 
290;  Croton  Oil,  external  and  internal  use  of,  354;  Medicated  Lo- 
zeni:e,  420. 

VIII. — Amenorihoea  and  Chlorosis,  Digitalis  in,  6  ;  Croup,  Sui'i^eon 
Kemble's  Treatment  of,  21  ;  Fauces,  chronic  Inflammation  of,  99;  Urine, 
Retention  of,  99;  Neutral  Mixture  and  effervescing  draught,  376; 
Cholera,  la rtre  Doses  of  Calomel  in,  378;  Aloes,  specific  Action  of  on 
the  Liver,  391. 

IX. — L^terine  Hemorrhage,  26  :  Tea  and  Coliee,  Effects  of  used  in 
excess,  53;  Opium  Eating,  67  and  1  17  ;  Resemblance  of  Progeny  and 
Parents,  101  ;  Sulphur  Bath,  Construction  of,  158  ;  Nerves,  Bell  on  the, 
244  ;   Auscultation,  246. 

X. — Gleet,  Remedy  for,  51  ;  Tonsils  and  L^vula,  Excision  of,  125  ; 
Dropsy,  Iodine  in,  201  and  236;  Chronic  Gastritis,  Treatment  of,  245; 
Foreign  Substances  in  the  Ear,  new  Mode  of  extracting,  317  ;  Scarlatina, 
323  ;  Dysentery,  399. 

XI. — Scarlatina,  Iodine  in,  45;  Dropsy,  Iodine  in,  89  ;  Intus-sus- 
ceplion,  arti(i(;ial  Inflation  of  the  Bowels  in,  191  ;  Toothache,  Nitric  Acid 
in,  198;  Pericarditis  (by  D\\  Hooker),  329;  Insanity,  Evidences  of, 
361  ;  Consumption,  Treatment  of  by  Inhalation,  '109. 

XII. — Mugwort,  or  Artemisia  Vulgaris,  50;  Mercurial  Ointment,  easy 
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Mode  of  preparing,  67;  Trepan,  Indications  for  (Velpeuu),  90;  Tur- 
pentine, some  of  tlie  uses  of,  101;  Acute  Klu-uuKilisin,  TiLMtiiK-nt  of, 
106  ;  Tincture  Lytlae,  Fortis,  141  ;  Abnormal  Sounds  in  various  parts  of 
the  Body,  181  ;  Hiccoutrli,  Blister  to  the  Neck  for,  2-2S  ;  Calcuh,  Re- 
moval of  from  the  Urethra,  238;  Rheumatism,  Acute,  Cf)l('hicum  in, 
293  ;  Diabetes,  Tincture  Lyttae  in,  299  ;  Bloodletlin;^  after  Re-action  in 
local  Injuries,  310  ;  Wounds,  Dressini;  of,  313;  White  Tumors  of  the 
Joints  (Lisfianc),  357  ;  Amenorrhoea,  Sinapisms  to  the  Mammie  in,  403  ; 
Plyaiism,  Catechu  in,  419. 

Xlll. — Physicians,  educated  at  Homo,  50  ;  Spasmodic  Asthma,  Nux 
Vomica  i[),  5l  ;  Croup,  Sulph.  Copper  in,  67;  Cancer  of  the  IBreast, 
diai^nostic  Marks  of,  78;  Diahetes,  Creo>ote  in,  97;  Dropsy,  Clialy- 
beaies  in,  98;  White  Swelliiiif,  Mercurial  Treatment  of,  137;  Creosote, 
anti-emetic  ))roperties  of,  160;  Hooping  Coui^di,  Treatment  of,  216; 
Strangulated  Hernia,  use  of  Air-pump  in,  245  ;  Retained  Placenta, 
Hour-glass  Contraction  in,  269;  Rectum,  imperforalioii  of  the,  283; 
Ulcers,  Chalk-ointment  in,  306;  Diabetes,  Iodine  in,  337  ;  Opium,  Cor- 
rector of,  402. 

XIV. — Tartar  Emetic,  largest  dose  of,  103  ;  Delirium  Tremens, 
Digitalis  specific  foi' ?  131  ;  INoli-me-tangeie,  Fowlei's  Solution  in,  137; 
Insanity,  Medico-legal  Testimony  in,  216;  Spinal  Diseases,  Treatment 
in,  373. 

XV. — Tympanitis,  Acet.  of  Lead  in,  12  ;  Tooth  Extractor  (Hanson's), 
32  ;  Sore  Nipples,  Chloride  of  Soda  in,  35;  Hyi^eian  Pills.  Analysis  of, 
49;  Cholera  Infantum,  Peach-leaves  in,  59  ;  CiEsarian  Operation,  89  ; 
Acute  Rheumatism,  Colehicnm  in,  250  ;  Venereal  Buboes.  Ulcerations 
and  Nodes  (Dr.  Stedman),  251  ;  Hare-lip,  Operation  for  (Dr.  Peirson), 
295  ;   Vermifuge,  302. 

XVI. — Colica  Piclonum,  41;  Leucorrhoea  and  Menorrhagia,  313  ; 
E[)ilepsy,  Artemisia  Absynthium  in,  353;  Otonlura,  413. 

XVII. — Plirenology,  53;  Divided  Intestine,  Treatment  of  (Johert), 
75;  Iron  in  effervescent  draught,  112;  Tinea  Ca])itis,  Jasser's  Oint- 
ment, 163  ;  Cancer,  Operations  in,  167;  Penis,  Amputation  of,  198; 
Uterine  Haemorrhage,  Creosote  in,  203;  Dropsy,  Digitalis  in,  218;  Ear, 
Polypi  in  the,  237  ;  Occiput,  flattening  of  the,  251  ;  Delirium  Tremens, 
283  and  294;  Wisdom  condensed,  288;  Natural  Magic,  Spectres,  &;c., 
392. 

XV^IIl. — Phthisis,  Butchers  exempt  from,  6;  IMonkeys  and  Cows  die 
of  Tubeicles  in  Paris,  9  ;  Passive  Hiemorrha<j:e,  Capsicum  in,  26  ;  To- 
bacco, poisoning  by,  antidote,  35;  Spina  bifida,  109;  Pneumonitis, 
Respiration  in,  281  ;  Delirium  Tremens,  Digitalis  in,  285;  Bloodletting, 
Mode  of  (by  Marshall  Hall),  363  ;  Mercury,  Effect  of  large  and  small 
Doses,  410  ;   Eyelids,  Encysted  Tumors  of,  414. 

XIX. — Mineral  Si)rings  at  Avon,  N.  Y.,  27  ;  Ophthalmia,  Treatment 
of,  39  ;  Division  of  Tendons  (Liston),  62  ;  Neuralgia,  Cure  of  by  Emetics, 
77  ;  Puerperal  Diseases  (by  IMarshall  Hall),  102-1 17  ;  Dysentery,  ataxic 
Fever  and  passive  Hiemorrhage,  Capsicum  in,  124-125;  Fracture,  Jaw 
and  Thigh  (Dr.  Hayward),  138:  Amputation  after  Re-action,  150; 
Rectum,  Fissure  of,  151  ;  Hemorrhoids  and  Naevi,  157  ;  Tongue,  Can- 
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ccr  of  iho,  I.'SS;  Poisoniiiii:  (ixirnially,  Morphia  in;  191  ;  Intiis-siiscep- 
tioii  cmvd  l)y  liiM.uion,  19.3;  Nose,  Polypus  of  llic,  '^74;  Brun-bruad 
System,  i2-^-/;  Dropsy,  Dr.  Whitriduf's  Cast;  of,  y->:j  ;  Scarlalina,  Pal- 
liatives and  Preventives,  ^2.' J-J-'^.")  I  ;  Dr.  i^liysick,  the  Kcniains  of, '.257  ; 
Aspliy\ia  Ironi  Charcoal,  'V17)  \  Evolution  ol'  Organic  ICxistences,  329; 
Pui'rpcral  l)is(•a^es  (.VI.  Hall),  357-3.j9  ;  Suppuialive  Phlebitis  (do.), 
403;   iJinilocU  as  an  alterative,  435. 

XX. — Diseases  of  the  Wrist-joint,  23  ;  Scarlatina,  Ipecacunnlia  in, 
55  ;  Exereisini; — being  exercised,  91  ;  Anemia  of  Puerperal  Women, 
101  ;  Chronic  Thrush,  107  ;  Astringent  Gargles,  12'2  ;  PunclnriMl  Wound, 
case,  121  ;  Poison  not  always  poisonous,  127  ;  Ani^nia,  Sulphur  in, 
133  and  134  ;  Creosote  Anti-emetic,  135  ;  Sore  Ni|)ples,  Nitrate  of  Sil- 
ver in,  136  ;  Smiles  of  Providence  more  numerous  than  the  Frowns,  143  ; 
Tinea  Capitis,  Alteratives  in,  144  ;  Dissection,  preservation  of  Bodies 
for,  195;  Knee-joint,  Disease  of  the,  233  ;  Erysipelas,  traumatic,  274; 
Shingles,  234  ;  Dysentery,  intermittent,  312  ;  Indigestion,  Treatment  of, 
327-323  ;  Extraordinary  Abstinence,  333  ;  Spectacles,  use  of  by  the 
aged  and  near-sighted,  416. 

XXI. — factitious  Drinks  (by  Senex),  11,  34,47  ;  Smallpox  in  Bos- 
ton in  1721,  Cases  5939,  died  844,  15;  Fistula,  vesico-vaginal,  25;  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  number  of  married,  54  ;  American  Physiological  Society, 
54;  Tubercles,  diagnostic  (by  Dr.  Jackson),  59 ;  Typhus  a  local  Dis- 
ease, 7.5,76,77;  Macrotiys  racemosa,  65,  126;  Intermiltents,  Liga- 
tures to  the  Limbs  in,  129;  Great  Biitain,  Medical  Statistics  for,  178; 
West  Iiulles,  Consumption  in,  201  ;  Poisoned  Wounds,  Ice  in,  267,  304  ; 
Re-vaccination  after  Puberty,  275,  324 ;  Uterus,  Polypus  of  the,  239  ; 
Cow,  Inoculation  of,  306  ;  Alkaline  Indigestion,  313  ;  Chronic  Dropsy, 
Iodine  in,  315  ;  Piles,  Black  Pitch  in,  326  ;  Bronchitis,  Diagnosis  of  (Dr. 
Gerhard),  365  ;  Digestion,  Experiments  on  (by  Prof.  Schultz),  369; 
Vegetable  Food  less  digestible  than  Animal,  379  ;  Digestibility  of  Meat 
improved  by  keeping,  395;  Ear,  Pin  lodged  in,  406;  Rectum,  imperfo- 
rated, 419. 

XXII. — ^lalarious  Atrnosphere  in  Consumption,  5  ;  Intermittent  and 
Phthisis,  alternating,  8  ;  Heart,  Organic  Disease  of  in  Rheumatism,  16; 
Deaths  under  10  now,  and  fifty  years  since,  33  ;  Tumors,  their  Diag- 
nosis and  Extirpation,  53;  Fractures,  '^Immovable  Apparatus"  for,  85; 
Dropsy,  Tobacco  in,  110;  Arsenic,  Poisoning  by,  118;  Chionic  Oph- 
thalmia, Treatment  of,  134  ;  Bilious  and  Yellow  Fevers  (Dr.  Ingalls), 
149;  Tetanus  and  Trismus,  156,237;  Scrofida,  Salt  in,  173;  H\eres, 
in  France,  Climate  of,  183;  Diseases  of  the  Breast  (Velpeau),  202; 
Spinal  Irritation,  250  ;  Vegetable  Diet,  N.  York  Asyhun,  309  ;  Insanity, 
Predisposition  to,  334;  Amputation  after  Re-action,  346  ;  Thumb,  Dis- 
location of  the,  347;  Dumbness  produced  by  Quinine,  370;  Scarlatina, 
Mustard  Bath  in,  374;  Periods  of  Human  Life,  395  ;  Health  of  Central 
Au)erica,  407. 

XXIII. — Uterus,  Cancer  of  the,  11  ;  Infants,  Diarrhoea  of,  19;  Poly- 
pus, cured  by  Sanguinaria,  102;  Gonorrhoea,  Spontaneous  Origin  of,  117; 
Gangrene  of  the  Mouth,  Actual  Cautery  in,  123;  Cramp  and  Rheuma- 
tism,   Sulphur   in,  127;    Vaccination,  efiicacy  of,   143;    Constipation, 
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habitual,  156;  Iloopini;  Cough,  Sulpliate  of  Copper  in,  IG7  ;  Nurslnij, 
Weaning,  &;c.,  17-2,  173;  (jaii;;frene  of  the  Mouih,  Nit.  Aii^fiill  in,  178; 
Epilepsy  aiid  iXeuralgia,  Ciolou  Oil  in,  ^^-29;  Uialjctcs,  Tr.  .Miiii;i<  l"'ciri 
ill,  '245  ;   Prei^naiicy,  Uriiie  diagnostic  of,  250. 

[We  regrot  that  the  paper  of  onr  esteemed  correspondent  has  suffered, 
for  so  long  a  lime,  such  apparent  neglect  at  our  hands.  It  has  not  heen 
forgotten,  however,  nor  mislaid.  It  was  at  lirst  deferred  on  account  of 
some  doubt  as  to  the  best  mode  of  piinting  it,  and  moie  rncenlly  oiiginal 
articles  have  been  constantly  on  hand  which  seemed  to  require  more  im- 
mediate attention. — Those  of  our  readers  who  have  the  volumes  of  the 
Journal  from  its  commencement  will  doubtless  find  the  Index  of  Dr.  S. 
very  convenient,  ami  all  will  perceive  that  in  the  course  of  twenty  years 
subjects  of  great  practical  importance,  in  every  branch  of  medicine  and 
surgery,  have  been  treated  of  in  its  pages. — Since  this  Index  was  received 
from  Dr.  Swift,  he  has  taken  up  his  residence  in  Philadelphia,  fiom  which 
place  we  hope  communications,  containing  results  of  his  long  experience 
and  observation,  will  occasionally  find  their  way  to  our  pages.] 


CASE    OF   STRANGULATED   Oi3LlQUE   INGUINAL    IIEIINIA. 

[Cominuniciited  for  the  Boston  Medicul  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Joseph  Chapman,   a  wood-sawer,  aged   55,  has  been    intemperate   for 
many  years,  but  recently  joined  the  happy  number  of  reformed  drunkards. 

August  Slst,  the  patient  returned  from  his  daily  labor  with  a  slight 
pain  in  his  left  sitle,  where  he  had  been  troubled  with  oblique  inguinal 
hernia  for  several  years.  He  had  worn  a  truss  (or  what  he  called  a  truss, 
which  was  far  from  resembling  that  instrument)  for  a  long  time. 

Sept.  2d,  I  was  called  to  visit  the  patient,  and  while  inquiring  into 
his  symptoms  and  examining  the  abdomen,  he  remarked  that  he  had  been 
ruj)tured  for  manyyears,  by  which  my  attention  was  immediately  directed 
to  the  parts  implicated  in  hernia.  There  was  a  slight  fulness  of  the  ex- 
ternal inguinal  ring  of  the  ruptured  side,  but  no  more,  as  the  ])atient  said, 
than  was  usually  present  in  ordinary  health.  I  could  discover  nothing  of 
the  tenderness  and  hardness  that  generally  characterize  the  presence  of 
a  strangulated  portion  of  intestine  or  omentum.  The  patient  experi- 
enced no  pain  and  but  little  uneasiness  from  any  attempts  to  reduce  the 
slight  tumor,  and  said  "  all  about  the  rupture  felt  as  well  as  it  usually  did 
when  about  his  work."  As  the  patient  represented  himself  to  have  been 
subject  to  similar  attacks,  like  the  present,  that  often  lasted  a  week  or 
more,  and  there  beginning  to  be  some  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  1  bled 
him,  directed  fomentations  to  the  abdomen,  ordered  injections  to  be  used 
frequently,  gave  an  opiate,  and  left  him,  cathartics  having  been  given 
previously  to  my  seeing  him. 

3d.  Patient  no  better.  Strangulation  being  now  suspected,  and  not 
feeling  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  an  operation  in  this  case  alone, 
Dr.  T.  Chadbourne  (who  has  directed  his  attention  somewdiat  extensively 
to  this  branch  of  practice)  was  called  in  consultation,  and  advised  against 
an  operation — giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  notwithstanding  the  patient's 
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present  situation  inny  be  iIk?  result  of,  or  oecasioned  l)y,  liis  hernia  ;  yet 
considerins;"  the  ciilirc  ahscncc  of  swcllini;,  IcikIciiicss,  or  inflamriiation  of 
the  iKMMiial  tumor,  the  hernia  couhl  not  he  the;  only  difhcuhy  in  the  case  ; 
that  the  (hsraso  \s  as  piohaijiy  Ix'yond  the  HNieh  of  the  knile  ;  and  con- 
sidering llie  great  j)roi;tration  of  the  patient,  in  connection  with  his  broken- 
down  constitution  lioui  many  years  habitual  intemperance,  he  tbciught  the 
operation  hardly  justifiahlc,  even  if  the  symptoms  of  stianguUilion  were 
less  e(|uivocal  ;  l)ut  tlie  absence  of  all  iuMammalion,  swelling  and  tender- 
ness ol  the  sac,  the  usual  syniptoms  that  indicate  the  necessity  of  an 
operation,  striMigtiKMied  his  opinion  as  given  above. 

Ath.  Patient  rather  worse.  Gave  tlie  tobacco  inj(;ction  twice,  which 
had  the  elfect  to  relax  the  system  without  any  permanent  relief.  Gave 
several  powders  of  calomel  and  opium,  followed  by  a  large  dose  of  spirits 
of  turpentine  and  castor  oil,  which  was  retained  for  a  considerable  time. 

bill.  Patient  evidently  worse  ;  pain  greater;  abdomen  swollen  at  every 
point ;  obsiiuction  continues  ;  feculent  matter  vomited  ;  no  swelling  or 
tenderness  of  the  hernial  sac.  Met  Dr.  C.  again  in  consultation,  who 
was  still  of  opinion  the  patient's  chance  of  recovery  would  not  be  in- 
creased by  an  operation.  Recomujended  perseverance  in  the  former 
means,  and  a  repetition  of  the  injections  by  means  of  the  elastic  stomach 
tube,  introduced  high  up  the  colon. 

(jth.  Symptoms  decidedly  worse:  pulse  quick  and  small ;  extremities 
cold,  and  frequent  vomiting.  The  patient  lingered  until  the  7th,  at  4 
o'clock,  when  he  died. 

Inspection,  eighteen  hours  after  death,  assisted  by  my  students.  Dr.  C. 
being  out  of  town. — The  exterior  of  the  body  natural  when  laid  upon  the 
table,  with  a  considerable  emaciation.  Some  rigidity  of  the  abdomen, 
but  both  sides  natural,  excepting  a  slight  fulness  along  the  spermatic 
cord  of  the  hernial  side,  below  the  external  inguinal  ring.  The  abdomen 
was  opened  after  the  usual  manner.  The  peritoneum  not  much  inflamed. 
The  small  intestines  a  good  deal  inflamed,  and  covered  with  enlarged  ca- 
pillaries. The  region  of  the  hernia  was  next  exanjined,  where  a  small 
portion  of  the  ileum  was  found  firmly  incarcerated  at  the  internal  abdo- 
minal ring.  The  tumor  formed  by  the  strangulated  portion  of  intestine, 
was  about  the  size  of  an  American  walnut;  not  sufficient  to  obstruct  the 
passage  entirely.  The  aperture  at  the  internal  ring,  through  which  the 
intestine  escaped,  was  about  one  half  inch  in  diameter.  The  sac  was 
laid  open  below  the  exteinal,  which  was  natural,  without  any  discolora- 
tion, or  other  marks  of  inflammation.  The  strangulated  portion  of  intes- 
tine was  of  a  dark  brown  and  greenish  hue,  which  extended  to  either  side 
of  the  confined  portion  about  two  inches. 

Cases  like  the  above  must  be  rare,  and  few  only  have  been  reported. 
I  probably  shall  never  see  another;  but  if  there  are  surgeons  who  have 
had  similar  cases  in  their  practice,  they  would  do  the  profession  a  favor, 
and  carry  safety  to  the  patient,  by  reporting  them.  T.   Haynes. 

Concord,  N.  i/.,  Oct.,  1841. 

P.  S. — Having  handed  the  above  communication  to  Dr.  Chadboume, 
it  was  returned  with  the  lollowinir  note.  T.   H. 

The  above  case  adds  another  item   of  proof  to  the  generally  acknow- 
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ledged  fact,  that  "■  no  class  of  diseases  subjects  the  skill  of  the  practitioner 
to  a  more  severe  test  than  the  successful  treatment  of  hernia  in  all  iis  va- 
rieties/' Even  the  existence  of  the  disease  is  not  always  easily  deit'cled. 
A  young  man  recently  presented  himself  at  llie  lnf]rmary  for  the  Tieat- 
nient  of  Hernia,  in  this  town,  vvearim,'  a  truss  applied  hy  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  surgeons  in  New  England.  The  instrujnent  was  applied 
after  great  effort  niude  to  reduce  what  was  supposed  an  hernial  tunsor  of 
recent  occurrence.  The  next  day  after  his  admittance,  the  (supposed 
hernial)  tumor  was  opened,  and  discharged  a  ijuart  of  pure  pus.  The 
disease  proved  to  be  a  lumbar  abscess  that  pointed  at  the  external  ingui- 
nal ring.  The  above  is  by  no  means  a  solitary  instance.  1  have  had 
two  similar  cases  since.  But  this  was  particularly  interesting  on  account 
of  the  deservedly  high  standing  of  the  surgeon  who  applied  the  truss. 
It  is  a  very  common  occurrence  for  patients  to  present  themselves  wear- 
ing trusses  for  varicocele  or  other  complaints  of  the  parts,  when  no  hernia 
exists.  B.  B.  Cooper  reports  a  case  in  the  Med.-Chir.  Rev.  for  Jar>., 
1840,  that  terminated  fatally,  under  equally  equivocal  symptoms  of 
stranL,rulation  with  your  case.  After  a  post-mortem  examination,  having 
found  the  bowel  strangulated,  he  makes  the  very  sage  remark,  that  "  if 
he  were  to  have  a  similar  case  he  would  operate  ;"  and  who  would  not 
come  to  the  same  conclusion,  after  the  light  that  dissection  had  thrown  up- 
on the  case  ? 


ON  THE  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  TEETH. 

[Notice  has  already  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  the  publication,  in  Eng- 
land, of  three  memoirs  on  the  teeth,  read  at  the  meeting,  in  1839,  of  the 
British  Association  for  the  Encouragement  of  Medical  Science,  by  Alex- 
ander Nasmyth.  From  a  notice  of  the  first  memoir,  in  the  London  Lan- 
cet, we  copy  the  following  remarks  and  quotations.] 

Our  readers  are  aware  that  a  tooth  consists  of  three  substances  :  of 
enamel,  which  forms  a  thin  crust  over  the  crown  ;  of  ivory,  or  tooth 
bone,  which  constitutes  the  chief  bulk  of  the  tooth  ;  and  of  cementum^ 
or  crusta  petrosa,  which  invests  the  root  of  the  tooth,  and  under  certain 
circumstances  forms  a  thin  lining  to,  or  completely  fills  up  the  cavitas 
pulpc-e.  The  ivory  or  toolh-bone  consists  of  fibre-like,  undulat'ng  tubuli, 
which  traverse  a  dense,  interfibrous  or  intertubular  substance.  The  inter- 
tubular  substance  has  been  described  hitherto  by  our  best  anatomists, 
among  whom  may  be  named  Perkinje,  Retzius,  and  Miiller,  as  uniform 
and  structureless.  But  .Mr.  Nasmyth  is  "  disposed  to  believe  that  it  is 
not  only  organized,  but  so  differently  and  characteristically  so  in  different 
animals,  as  to  be  capable  of  affording  valuable  aid  to  the  naturalist  in 
classifying  the  animal  kingdom."  According  to  Mr.  Nasmyth,  the  pro- 
ducing structure  of  the  ivory,  viz.,  the  pulp,  "is  cellular  throughout  its 
entire  structure  ;"  the  producing  structure  of  the  enamel,  viz.,  the  internal 
surface  of  the  capsule,  is  also  cellular;  and  the  ivory  and  the  enamel 
which  are  formed  by  a  transformation  of  the  pulp,  and  of  the  internal 
surfiice  of  the  capsule,  bear  distinct  traces  of  the  cellular  texture  of  which 
their  basis  is  composed. 
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This  imjKirtaiit  discovery,  tlic!  ()nn;iiialiiy  "f  \sliicli  ciiriiiot,  \vc  Ijcllcve, 
1)0  i|U('^li()iu'(l,  was  wvmW.  l»y  Mr.  ^asmvlll  in  llu;  iiivcrs(j  order  to  that 
wliici)  we  have  adoplcd  in  dcscrihin;^  its  nalnrc. 

"  My  allcnlioii,"  (lie  author  observes,  "was  first  drawn  to  the  struc- 
ture oC  the  interlihrous  substance  on  exainininLj  a  delicale  section  of  the 
fossil  toolh  of  a  ri:inoceros,  by  th(j  aid  of  a  very  hiLi;h  niaj^Midyini^  power, 
of  one-tenlh  ol  an  inch  local  distance,  and  of  the  most  perfect  kind,  with 
an  achromatic  condenser  of  li^ht.  The  instrument  with  which  I  iiave 
conducted  my  researches,  and  upon  the  accuracy  of  w  iiich  I  place  the 
greatest  reliance,  is  that  of  Mr.  l'*{)well.  In  the  section  of  the  tooth  of 
the  rhinoceros  to  wdiich  I  have  just  alluded,  will  be  observed  an  ap])ear- 
ance  of  cells  or  conipartments  ;"  an  appearance  which  the  author's  sub- 
sequent investigations  proved  to  be  universal  both  in  fossil  and  in  recent 
teeth. 

Mr.  Nasmytii  has  also  made  researches  into  the  structure  and  compo- 
sition of  the  tuhuli,  which  that  gentleman  teruis  '•'  fibres,"  of  the  teeth  of 
different  animals.     These  he  finds  to 

"  Present  an  interrupted  or  baccated  appearance,  as  if  they  were  made 
up  of  different  con)partments — an  obvious  concomitant  of  the  cellular  struc- 
ture of  the  interfibrous  material.  The  size  and  relative  |)osition  of  these 
portions  or  divisions  of  a  fibre  differ  in  various  series  of  animals.  In  the 
human  subject,  for  instance,  each  compartment  of  the  fibre  is  of  an  oval 
shape,  and  its  long,  small  extremity  is  in  apposition  with  that  next  ad- 
joining. The  long  axis  of  the  oval  corresponds  with  the  course  of  the 
fibre.  In  some  species  of  the  monkey  tribe,  the  fibre  appears  to  be  com^ 
posed  of  two  rows  of  compartments  parallel  to  each  other.  In  the  orang-. 
outang  the  fibre  is  composed  of  rhomboidal  divisions,  and  in  the  baboon 
they  are  oval,  like  those  of  tlie  human  subject,  and  the  surfaces  of  the 
long  axes  are  in  apposition.  In  fact,  eacb  class  of  animals  seems  to  have 
a  distinct  characteristic  appearance,  but  all  are  similar  in  respect  to  iho 
general  baccated  appearance." 

Of  the  application  of  his  views  to  practical  purposes,  the  author 
remarks  : — 

"  All  systems  of  dental  structure  which  have  hitherto  been  propounded 
have  failed,  I  think,  to  explain  facts  of  daily  occurrence  ;  but  they  may 
be  accounted  for,  I  venture  to  assert,  bv  the  cellular  oriranization  of  the 
interfibrous  substance  which  has  been  improperly  termed  structureless,  and 
by  the  peculiar  baccated  arrangement  of  the  fibres. 

On  the  structure  of  the  enamel,  we  read  the  following: — 
"  According  to  the  views  of  Retzius,  Perkinje,  and  the  recent  investi- 
gators of  the  structure  of  the  teeth  by  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  the  en- 
amel consists  of  fibres,  running  in  a  direction  from  the  centre  to  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  toolh.  On  makin'j;  a  section  of  the  enamel  in  a  di- 
rection  parallel  to  the  transverse  diameter  of  the  tooth,  the  appearance  as 
described  by  these  writers  is  observed,  and  they  are  said  to  be  seen  to 
terminate  in  a  hexagonal  form  beneath  the  investini:  crusta  petrosa.  If, 
however,  a  different  section  of  the  enamel  of  the  human  tooth  be  made, 
for  instance,  one  near  the  surface,'  parallel  to  the  vertical  direction  or  long 
axis  of  the  tooth,  an  appearance  presents  itself  which  has  induced  me  to 


173  Care  for  the  Tooth-ache. 

take  a  dilKeienl  view  of  the  nature  of  the  structure  of  the  enamel.  The 
section  of  the  enamel  |)resents  compartments  or  divisions,  but  of  a  diflferent 
character  fiom  those  I  liave  already  spoken  of  as  existinu;  in  the  inlerfihrous 
struc'im-e  of  the  ivory.  Each  comparlnjenl  of  the  enamel  is  of  a  semi- 
circular form,  and  the  convexity  of  the  semicircle  or  arch  looks  upward 
towards  the  free  external  portion  ol"  the  tooth." 

[In  connection  with  the  above  remarks  on  the  structure  of  the  teeth, 
we  o-ive  below  a  recipe  for  their  treatment  when  diseased  and  painful.  It 
is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  I.  I.  Greenwood,  of  i\ew  York,  and  is  copied 
from  the  last  ISO.  of  the  American  Journal  and  Library  of  Dental  Science. 
In  AW  introductory  note.  Dr.  G.  refers  to  the  danger  which  every  one 
knows  attends  the  use  of  arsenic  for  this  purpose,  but  he  thinks  it  arises 
from  the  mal-administration  of  the  article,  and  can  therefore  be  avoided.] 

When  a  patient  applies  to  me  for  the  cure  of  tooth-ache,  I  examine 
the  tooth,  and  clean  out  the  cavity,  endeavoring  to  make  bare  the  nerve, 
if  practicable,  with  a  small  instrument.  If  the  nerve  bleeds,  so  much  the 
better.  1  then  wipe  out  the  cavity  with  raw  cotton  steeped  in  essence  of 
peppermint,  laudanum  or  alcohol.  After  which,  1  take  raw  cotton  of 
sudicient  size  to  slop  up  three  fourths  of  the  cavity  of  the  tooth.  I  dip 
the  point  into  laudanum,  so  as  somewhat  to  saturate  the  cotton  with  it, 
that  the  mivture  I  shall  mention  below  may  adhere  to  it.  1  then  take 
upon  the  point  of  it,  by  touching  the  mixture,  about  the  size  of  a  large 
^itis  head,  and  in  no  instance  do  I  ever  use  more,  however  large  the 
cavity  in  the  tooth;  but  sometimes  a  smaller  quantity.  This  I  place  in 
the  cavity  of  the  tooth,  immediately  in  contact,  if  lean,  with  the  nerve, 
and  stop  up  the  cavity  with  mastic,  composed  of  Venice  turpentine, 
heated,  and  mixed  with  calcined  plaster  of  Paris  and  chalk.  Feucht- 
wanger's  Prussian  cement  for  the  teeth  will  answer,  placed  upon  the  raw 
cotton  in  the  tooth,  and  som(?tinK?s  mixed  up  with  it  so  as  to  fill  up  the 
cavity,  charging  the  patient  to  take  it  out  in  three  days  exactly,  and  in  no 
wise  to  masticate  on  that  side  during  the  time.  If  a  patient  will  come 
to  me,  which  thev  generally  will  do,  I  take  it  out  for  tliem,  which  I  pre- 
fer to  do,  and  wasli  out  the  cavity  with  alcohol.  The  tooth  is  by  this 
time  curet/;  but  for  fear  there  may  remain  an  ichorous  (luid  oozing  still 
from  the  dental  canal,  I  leave  it  lor  three  clays  longer,  when  the  organ 
is  fully  prepared  and  ready  for  slopping,  either  with  gold  or  otherwise. 
The  symptoms  of  the  efficacy  of  the  cure  aie  these,  viz.  :  the  \y<\\n,  af- 
ter comnuMicing,  will  endin^e  for  three  or  four  hours,  sometimes  more,  ac- 
cording to  the  irritability  of  the  patient.  After  the  acute  pains  have 
passed  away,  a  soreness  will  continue  for  some  time,  accompanied  by  a 
looseness  of  the  organ,  occasioned  by  the  inflamed  state  of  the  periosteum. 
This  gradually  dies  away,  and  by  the  seconder  third  day,  in  almost  every 
case,  disappears.  If,  ivhen  the  raw  cotton  and  the  mastic  are  removed 
on  the  third  day,  the  patient  takes  cold  ivater  in  the  mouth,  and  no  pain 
arises  from  it,  the  cause  is  removed.  This  is  the  proof  in  all  cases.  I 
have  been  thus  prolix,  in  order  that  you  may  be  supported  by  one  who 
has  tested  its  efficacy  for  years  with  success,  and,  indeed,  I  make  use  of 
no  other  remedy.     The  following  is  the  mixture  alluded  to,  which  I  use, 
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ami  which  is   lu   be  pKucd    in    an    ounce,  irlass  v'ud,    w  illi  glass  slojiper. 
K.  Three  pans  arsenie  ;  one  do.  iicctale  iiioiphiiK.'.      Mix. 


i^Fri:c"i\s  ov  calculus  ln  'iiii;  ikmal!:  child. 

UY  c  i:  I)  ;i ( ;  k   a  .   ii  !■:  r,  s ,   ,m  .  ii  c  s . 

TiiK  lollowiiin  is  the  only  case  oflliL'  kind  1  have  met  with  in  the  fcnialo 
out  of  nineiecn  thousand  children  who  have  been  under  my  care  ;  I  con- 
sider, thcM-efore,  that  if  briefly  recorded  it  mi«^ljt  be  woithy  of  notice  in 
your  valuable  Journal. 

Kulh  Mole,  a^od  four  years,  was  biought  to  m(5  laboring  under  reten- 
tion of  urine,  the  mother  stating  that  the  child  i)ad  not  passed  any  water 
for  two  da}s  and  nights,  and  that  the  bowels  had  not  acted  during  the 
same  time. 

July  1^2.  There  is  considerable  fever ;  great  pain;  constant  moaning; 
the  head  hot,  and  tossed  fiom  side  to  side  :  the  pulse  small  and  frequent ; 
the  tongue  dry,  and  covered  with  a  biownish  coating  ;  there  is  some  de- 
lirium ;  the  abdomen  is  hot  and  tense  ;  the  bladder  peiceived  to  be  much 
distended,  extending  up  to  the  umbilicus  ;  the  external  organs  of  genera- 
tion are  inflamed  ;  the  clitoris  distended  ;  the  nymphae  slightly  cedematous. 

The  distress  of  the  child  demanding  immediate  relief,  a  flexible  catheter 
was  introduced,  and  twelve  ounces  of  turbid  urine  were  drawn  off,  and  an 
active  aperient  was  ordered. 

13.  Immediate  relief  followed  the  abstraction  of  the  urine,  and  the 
child  slept  for  four  hours.  The  bowels  have  acted  twice  freely  ;  there  is 
constant  inclination  to  go  to  stool,  and  considerable  straining,  causing  the 
bowel  to  prolapse.  No  water  has  passed  since  yesterday;  the  bladder  is 
again  palpably  distended,  and  the  same  state  of  the  external  organs  per- 
ceptible, but  the  fever  is  much  abated. 

The  prola|)sus  ani  and  the  state  of  the  external  organs  of  generation 
so  analogous  to  w  hat  occurs  in  boys  with  retention  of  urine  from  urethral 
calculus  (in  whom  erection  of  the  jienis  with  oedema  of  its  integuments 
are  the  principal  symptoms),  led  to  the  suspicion  that  the  cause  of  reten- 
tion in  this  instance  might  be  calculus,  which  suspicion  was  found  to  be 
correct  by  the  introduction  of  a  probe  into  the  uiethra.  It  wa^,  there- 
fore, determined  to  leave  the  bladder  as  it  was,  unless  urgent  symptoms 
supervened,  in  the  hope  that  the  pressure  of  the  urine  might  exj)el  tlie 
stone  from  the  passage. 

14.  The  child  is  much  the  same  in  all  respects,  but  the  urine  has  drib- 
bled away  in  small  quantities  since  yesterday.  The  stone  may  be  felt 
with  a  probe  still  lodging  in  the  urethra.  After  a  little  trouble  this  was 
caught  hold  of  by  means  of  a  small  pair  of  common  forceps,  and  brought 
forward  to  the  orificium  urelhra3,  through  which  its  size  prevented  its 
coming  without  violence  sufiicient  to  |)roduce  laceration  ;  a  small  incision 
was,  therefore,  made,  as  less  likely  to  be  followed  by  incontinence  of  urine, 
and  the  stone  extracted. 

16.  All  symptoms  relieved,  but  there  is  incontinence  of  urine. 
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''21.  The  child  is  free  fiorvi  all  syinptoiiis,  the  incontinence  of  urine 
having  ceased  for  the  last  (bur  days. 

The  calculus  is  five  lines  in  diameter,  weighs  eleven  grains,  and  is 
nearly  perfectly  round.  I  believe  a  calculus  ol  any  other  sha[)e  could 
hardly  produce  such  symploius  in  the  female  child. — Lancet. 
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MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

We  omitted  to  rnenlion  la^t  week  that  a  pleasant  mectinnf  of  the  Council 
of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  on  the  VV^edriesday  pre- 
cedinjif.  A  charter  was  prayed  for  by  the  physicians  in  the  nonh  part  of 
Essex  County  for  a  district  socielv,  which  was  ,i!:ranled.  No  very  impor- 
tant Ixisiness  was  brought  before  the  Council,  of  general  interest  to  the 
profession. 

Lithodeon. — A  correspondent  has  directed  our  attention  to  the  article 
called  lithodeon,  used  by  Dr.  Mann,  of  this  city,  for  filling  teeth.  Having- 
no  more  partiality  for  secret  tooih-lilling  compourjds,  than  for  secret  medi- 
cines, we  wish  Dr.  Marm  would  give  his  deiual  brethren  all  proper  infor- 
maiion  concerning  it,  if,  as  represented,  those  teeth  filled  by  the  lithodeon 
nearly  two  years  ago,  are  just  as  perfectly  saved  as  they  would  have 
been  by  gold,  and  the  patient  saved  from  a  ureat  deal  of  pain  connecietl 
with  the  operation.  It  seems  as  though  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  have 
had  their  teeth  filled  with  the  lithodeon,  could  not  conscientiously  speak 
so  decidedly  in  its  favor  if  it  were  worthless,  m)r  be  deceived  in  the  cha- 
racter of  tlie  protection  which  they  assert  has  been  afforded.  We  per- 
ceive, however,  that  a  committee  appointed  by  the  American  Society  of 
Dental  Surgeons,  at  their  late  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  reported  against 
the  use  of  this  and  other  substances  as  a  substitute  lor  i^old. 


Quackery  in  Georgia. — New  England  has  generally  been  considered 
the  place  in  which  quacUs  could  thrive  belter  than  in  any  other  section  of 
the  Union.  It  is  true  that  a  host  of  them  succeed  very  satisfactorily  to 
themselves,  especially  those  who  are  in  the  receipt  of  several  thousand 
dollars  per  annum.  But  it  is  apparent,  from  a  circular  of  hu<je  dimen- 
sions which  came  the  other  day  to  the  adtlress  of  this  office,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  far-ofT  State  of  Georgia  are  especially  to  be  pitied,  since 
G.  F.  Buchanan  has  published  a  kind  of  declaration,  not  precisely  of  in- 
dependence, but  of  urjparalli-led  impudence,  alike  obnoxious  to  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  in  Wilkes  County,  as  it  must  be  to  the  good  sense 
of  the  medical  profession  in  that  region.  The  proclamation  beginneth 
thus — "  Show  me  thy  faith  loitJiout  thy  worJis,  and  I  ivill  show  thee  jny 
faith  by  my  luorks.  In  coming  tlius  before  my  fellow  citizens,  to  tender 
them  my  professional  services  as  a  physician,  I  am  influenced  principally 
by  a  determination   to   correct  a   series  of  evils,  which  I  have  long  since 
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(Icplorod  with    incroasiiiL;;   soliciliido."     'J'liis    rorniiids   iis  of  two   lines  in 
IluJibras  :  — 

"  Tim  pcoplo  liavn  nil  pnlrintH  pr«)\vn, 

Tliuy  Uilk  of  |)iibllc  got)d  and  inuuu  ijicir  own." 


Fdcts  and  im])ortaiit  Infontifition. —  Sik  li  is  ilic  lille  of  a  liltio  pani- 
phlel,  hy  Geo.  Gic^orv,  wlio  has  collfctcd  what  is  thus  prescntod,  froiri  the 
writings  and  casos  oT  rmiiiciil  phv>-iciar)s,  the  whf)lc'  r(^latiiip;'  to  iho  vice  of 
tuasiui  haiion.  The  author  is  intendini,'-  to  throw  off  another  eilition  in  a  few 
\\  (H'K',-,  lo  he  ijreally  improved  Ijy  addiiioiial  materials  from  \\\]x}\  sources. 
Hoolis  on  tiiis  subject  have  l)ecoine  .somewhat  numerou.*;  of  hile,  and  tliat 
they  may  exert  a  i^ood  influence  in  opposini^'-  the  stealthy  march  of  moral 
and  physical  jiolluiion,  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped. 


Homcrnpathy  at  Home  and  Abroad. — The  eiirhlh  anniversary  meeting- 
of  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Society  was  held  on  the  23d.  Dr.  Gray 
is  president. — Dr.  Horner  lias  been  fiirnished,  by  voluntary  contributions, 
with  27,000  florins  for  founding  a  honiccopaihic  hospital  at  Gyongyos,  in 
Hungary,  which  makes  the  seventeenth  on  the  new  medical  system  now 
existing  in  Europe. 


M.  Dieffenhach. — Louis  Philippe,  King  of  the  French,  has  conferred 
the  order  of  the  legion  of  honor  on  this  celebrated  surgeon,  for  his  dis- 
covery of  the  successful  operation  for  strabismus.  Although  M.  Dieflen- 
bach  was  the  first  to  operate  on  the  tongue  to  overcome  the  cause  of  stut- 
tering, he  has  wholly  renounced  the  operation,  as  being  not  only  a  dan- 
gerous business,  but  uncertain  in  its  results.  The  la:>t  patient  of  his  who 
submitted  to  the  knife,  bled  to  death  under  his  hands. 


Dartmouth  College. — There  are  thirty-four  junior  and  forty-six  senior 
students  in  the  medical  department  of  this  ancient  and  respectable  Col- 
lege. From  all  we  can  learn,  the  lecture  term  has  been,  thus  far,  pleasant 
and  profitable  to  all  who  are  connected  with  the  Institution. 


Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine. — We  learn  from  the  Castleton  States- 
man that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Institution,  held 
on  the  5ih  inst.,  D.  M.  Reese,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  was  unanimously 
elected  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  place  of  H. 
Green,  M.D.,  resigned.  Dr.  R.  was  the  Professor  of  Practice  in  the  Al- 
bany Medical  College  the  first  two  years  of  its  existence,  in  which  time 
his  courses  did  honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  the  Collejje.  His  connec- 
tion with  it,  we  are  told,  was  discontinued  in  consequence  of  his  profes- 
sional engagements  in  New  York,  recjuiring  his  attention  particularly 
during  the  winter  season.  Dr.  R.  is  the  Am.erican  editor  of  the  last  edi- 
tion of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary,  and  the  author  of  several  works 
upon  medical  and  other  subjects.  The  appointment  of  Dr.  Reese  com- 
pletes the  Faculty,  which  is  composed  of  the  followinjr  gentlemen  : — 
Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine,  D.  M.  Reese,  M.D.  ;  Chemistry,  VVm. 
Mather,  M.D.  ;  Surgery,  F.  H.  Hamilton,  M.D.  ;  Ophthalmology,  W.  C. 
Wallace,  M.D.  ;   Physiology,   Pathology,  and   Operative  Obstetrics,  C.  L. 
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Mitchell,  M.D.  ;  Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics,  and  Obstetrics,  Joseph 
Perkii»:s,  AID.  ;  General,  Special  and  Surgical  Aaaloiny  and  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence, James  McCliniock,  M.D. 


Dislocation  of  the  Wrist.  By  Ralph  N.  M'Dermott,  Surfjeon. — A 
youtitj  gentleman,  lEiat.  between  14  and  15,  cliiribini;  over  a  high  wall, 
and  finding  himself  falling,  instinctively  put  out  his  hands  to  break  his 
fall.  He  came  with  all  his  weight  upon  his  out-sprend  palms,  and  slates, 
that  "  his  wrist  was  doubled  under  him,"  the  inferior  incisors  cut  deeply 
into  the  lower  lip,  and  the  left  wrist  was  dislocated.  I  was  sent  for,  and 
saw  him  in  lialf  an  hour  after  the  accident  occurred.  The  carpus  formed 
a  tumor  posteriori v,  above  which  there  was  a  depression.  Anteriorly  I 
could  feel  the  ends  of  the  radius  and  ulna,  in  the  palm  of  the  hand,  which 
was  semi-flexed,  and  supported  carefully  by  his  right  hand.  He  complain- 
ed of  a  numb  or  dead  sensation  in  the  limb. 

Reduction  was  easily  accomplished,  and  the  power  of  motion  in  a  great 
degree  restored  to  the  joint.  A  splint  and  cold  lotion  were  applied,  both 
of  which  were  laid  aside  after  the  second  day,  not  being  found  agreeable 
to  my  patient.  A  professional  friend  saw  ihis  case  with  me,  and  at  once 
concurred  in  the  diagnosis  of  dislocation. — Lancet. 


Preservation  of  Leeches.  By  C.  VVatkins. — Owing  to  the  mortality 
prevalent  during  the  summer  months  among  leeches,  I  have  tried  many 
plans  to  keep  them  healthy,  but  none  have  succeeded  so  well  as  a  piece  of 
charcoal  put  into  the  water,  which  keeps  it  perfectly  clear  and  sweet  for  a 
week  or  more  ;  and  since  I  have  employed  it  I  have  not  lost  any,  though 
previously  the  mortality  had  been  great. — lb. 

Medical  Miscellany. — At  a  town  meeting  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  a  commit- 
tee was  raised  to  lake  into  consideration  the  subject  of  providing  a  suita- 
ble hospital  for  the  sick,  at  the  Almshouse. — A  singular  disease  prevails 
among  the  testaceous  fishes,  as  they  are  called,  viz.,  oysters,  scallops  and 
clams,  in  Contares  County,  N.  C.  When  opened  there  is  a  gelatinous, 
bloody  fluid  within  the  shell,  of  a  very  unusual  appearance. — Dr.  Filch, 
of  Philadelphia,  a  dentist  of  high  repulation,  who  was  arrested  and  car- 
ried to  Connecticut  a  short  time  since  on  a  charge  of  forgery,  has  returned 
ho(ne.  It  is  said  to  have  been  a  malicious  and  wicked  scheme  to  extort 
money  froin  him. — Dr.  Haddock  is  appointed  post-master  of  the  city  of 
Bufl^ilo. — A  Thomsonian  practitioner  of  East  Randolph,  Vt.,  has  been  in- 
dicted for  causing  the  dealh  of  Jonathan  Sherburne.  The  declaration  of 
the  complaint  runs  thus,  viz.  :  "  Not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of  the  devil,  on  the 
23d  day  of  July,  now  last  past,  with  force  and  arms,  at  Randolph  afore- 
said, in  and  upon  one  Jonathan  Sherburne,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  of  this 
Slate,  then  and  there,  being  wilfully  and  feloniously  inclined,  an  assault 
did  make,  and  certain  hurtful  and  injurious  and  dangerous  and  inflamma- 
tory powders,  commonly  called  composition  powders,  secretly  prepared, 
mixed  and  made  by  him,"  &;c.  It  is  no  way  to  make  the  medical  profes- 
sion respectable,  for  its  members  to  become  the  persecutors  of  any  class  of 
practitioners  which  they  pretend  to  look  upon  with  marked  contempt. 
This  prosecution  may  exasperate  a  multitude  of  people  against  the  regular 
profession,  and  increase  Thomsonian  patrons  a  hundred  fold.  Soft  words 
turn  away  anger. 
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Mahkiki), — At  New  Ilavfii,  ('omi.,  A.  H.  Ilohcrsoii,  M.I).,  of  Now  York,  to 
Mi^s  S.  Taylor. — At  Now  London,  Coiiu.,  Dr.  Jiickson  IJolloii,  of  Now  York,  to 
Miss  Atiii  11.  North,  (l;m«,'lit('r  of  I)r  K.  North.  — At  ('otMiiicst,  N.  \.,  Liuhcr  R. 
Pahncr,  M.l).,  of  Slrrlioir,  N.  Y.,  to  IMiss  Helen  L.  I'orkin.s.— At  Pliiladclphia, 
Albort  Whitclsy,  M.I).,  to  Miss  K.  A.  Townsond. 

NimmImt  r)!"  <lc)itlis  in  Hostdii  fcir  llic  week  nidint;  Ociidiir  Hi,  11.  — Miilrn,  I!)     Kritiali  m,  22.   Slillliorn,  .T. 
or  rniirdiiiiplion,  '.t  — iipoplrw,  1  —  inruiitilc,  (i— (lr(>i)s>  in  iIk;  Ih'ikI,  2— (IioIci ii  iiiriiniiini,  2 — croup,  1 
— nlil    iim',  2— liodpinu   rmi>,'li,  1 — luni;    li'vc-r,   I — 1>  pliiis  li;vcr,  J— liiirilnir  uIisoimm,    1  — ciiiikcr,  1  —  ma- 
rnsiniis,  1 — dym-nUTy,  1— dropsy  uii  the  hriilu,  1 — scmlcl  lcv<;r,  1 — cliil<l-l»i:(i,  I — rliolrra  iikmIjiin,  2. 

om:  ajkdical  stiidknt, 

Of  correct  moral  lialiits,  ciiii  \w.  received  into  n  idiysiciaii'rt  riimily  on  r«^ns()nal»l(!  t<'rmH  dnriiifj  ilir;  rn- 
niiiiiK  course  ul' Mcdicul  Leciurcs  ill  Ihu  city.  Lociitiou  cuiivciiiciit.  Inquire  >il  lliu  iMedicaJ  Journal 
ollice.  O  20—31* 

linston,  October  18,  1841. 

UiMVi:k8ity  of  'j'lir:  stath  of  nfvv  yokk, 

COLI.K.r.i;    OK    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGKO.VS    IN    TIIK    CITV    OK    NKW     VOIiK. 
The  annua)  course  ol  l.e(!tures  {\n-  the  session  ol'  Idll  and   12  will  coiiiiiiencc  on  the  first  Monday  of 
Noveniher,  1811,  and  continue  until  tlie  (irst  of  Marcii,  lbi2. 

J.  Auou.sTiNE  Smith,  M.l).,  Fr()('.  o(  IMis  siol«»j;y. 

Ai.KX.  II.  Stevens,  M.l).,  Emeritus  Troi'.  of  Surnery. 

Joseph  MvniEii  S>irru,  M.L).,  Trol.  ol"  llie  riieury  and  Practice  of  Pliysic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

John   IJ.   IJeck.M,  .1).,  I'rof.  oI  Materia  .Medica  and  .Medical  Juris])rudeiice. 

John    Tourkv,  .Ml).,  Prof,  of  (JiiuMiislry  and  Hotany. 

RoHEHT   \V\Trs,  Jit.,  M.L).,  Pnil.  of  General,  S|»ecial  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

WiLi.viiD  PvKKEK,  M.U.,  Prof,  of  ih(!  Priucijiles  and  Practice  of    Snri;ery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Chv.vui.ek  K.  Gilma.n,  M.L).,  Prof,  of  Olislelrics  and   tlie  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

James  Uu\ckenboss,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Aiiaiomy. 

Matriculation  fee,  ^5.  Fee  for  the  full  course  of  lectures,  $108.  Dissecting  and  Demonstration 
ticket,  !j).  Graduation  fee,  $2:).  Good  board  may  he  procured  in  this  city  lor  from  )s2,50  to  $3,00 
per  week. 

N.  B. — A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  lie  delivered  by  the  Faculty  during  the  month  of 
October,  comnieneini;  on  the  lirst  Monday.  This  course  will  be  free  to  the  students  of  the  College. 
The  dissecting  rooms  will  be  ojieiied  for  the  season  on  the  first  Monday  of  October. 

Neu)  York,  i'ilkJuni:,  Ibll.  Je23— eptf 

THE    BALTIMOliE   COLLEGE    OF   DENTAL   SURGERY. 

The  Second  Session  of  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  ne.\t.  The 
faculty  is  constituted  as  follows  : 

Horace  M.  IIayden,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Dental  Physiology  and  Pathology. 
H.   Willis   Baxley,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
Chapin  a.  IIakuis,  M.l).,  Professor  of  Practical  Dentistry. 
Thos.  E.  Bond,  Jr.,  M.l).,  Professor  of  Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

Candidates  for  graduation  are  required  to  attend  two  full  courses  of  lectures,  and  to  sustain  a  rigid 
e.vaminatioii  upon  the  subjects  taught  in  the  Institution.  A  course  of  lectures  in  any  respectable  medi- 
cal school  will  be  considered  equivalent  lo  one  in  this. 

To  those  who  desire  to  prepare  thoroughly  for  the  practice  of  dentistry,  the  Baltimore  College  of 
Dental  Surgery  offers  great  advantages.  The  Faculty,  sustained  by  the  ajiprobalion  of  the  medical  and 
dental  proleftsions,  will  exert  themselves  to  do  justice  to  tlieir  pujiils  and  liw  public.  They  have  abun- 
dant facilities  at  llieir  command  to  enable  them  lo  perform  the  duties  they  have  assumed,  and  it  will  be 
their  constant  aim  lo  make  the  important  Instituiion  under  their  charge  higlih  and  j)erinanent|y  re- 
spectable. A2.5— iN  Til  OS.  E.BOND,  JR.,  Dean. 

MED.  DEPARTMENT  OF  PEiNxNSVLVANIA  COLLEGE  !N   PmLADELPUl A. 

The  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence,  as  usual,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  con- 
tinue until  the  first  of  March.     The  faculty  is  comjjosed  as  follows  : 

Samuel  George  Morton,  M.D.,  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

George  M'Clellw,  M.D.,  Surgery. 

William  Rush,  ML).,  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Robert  Montgomery   Bird,  M.D.,  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 

SvMbEL  M'Clellan,  M.D.,  Obstetrics,  and  the  Diseases  of   Women  and  Children. 

Walter  R.  Johnso.n,  A.M.,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

The  College  pos.sesses  a  si)acious  n-ading  room,  an  eMensive  museum  illustrative  of  tiie  several 
departments  of  medical  science,  and  well-ventilated  dissecting  rooms.  The  latter  are  just  completed, 
and  will  afibrd  every  facility  for  tiie  prosecution  of  ])ractieal  analomv. 

S.  22-ep6w  S.  G.  MORTON,  M.D.,  Dean. 

THEODORE    .METCALF,    APOTHECARY, 

No.  33  TremontRow,  Boston,  is  s(d(;  aaeni  for  the  sale  of  Bull's  Philadelphia  Gold  Foil.     lie  has  also 
the  largest  assortment  of  mineral  teeth   to   be  found  in  New   En:;land.     'i'ocether  with  turnkeys,  for- 
ceps, drills,  tiles,  mirrors,  [ilatina,  and  almost  every   article  used   by  dentists.     English   and  Americau 
surgical  instruments,  in  great  variety. 
[CT  Any  instrument  not  in  store,  obtained  to  order  at  three  days'  notice.  Ap  7 — 6m 
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COLIJMUIAN    COLMUa:,    DlsrillCT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

The  Leclurei  in  llic  Mciln  iil    Deinirtiiieiu   of  itiis  lii.^iituliou   will   coiiiiiieuce  on  the  flrol  Mundtiy  in 
Nuveiiiber,  tiiiiiUitlly,  Miid  coiiliiiue  until  llie  iut  ^>(  Murcli. 

\)\i\\ii'4,  lius  |>eriud,  lull  courses  will  be  ticlivtred  on  llie  vhi'Iuuh  ItranrheM  ol'  medicine  by 
T>l>>vivai  diSvv  wLL,   .VI. U.,  rrolt^ahor  ol   I'ailiology,  Hud  llie  I'rurlicre  of  Medicine. 
IIiRVEV   Li.MDSLY,  M.U.,  Frottssor  of  Oli.sieiric»,  and  ilie  UisetibeM  of  VVonieu  and  Children. 
Taouvs  MiLLfciR,  .Ml).,  l'r<i(e-).->or  ol  .\natoniy  mid  I'livbioloijy. 
John    M.  TiIoham,  M  D.,  rr«)lr3Sor  of  Miiteiia  McjIuu  and  Tliera|teutic». 
J.   FuHUKKicti  Miv,  M.l).,  I'lolesisor  ol  rjuijjery  j  lale  I'lolcsbor  ol  Surgery  in  the  University 

of  Mdi'>  land. 
FRfe:uiiUiCK  lIvLL,  M.l).,  rrofesbor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
Si>iU£L.  C.  rittouT,  M.l).,  Ueiiionslritor  of  Anatomy. 
As  there  are  many  \ouiig  men  ol  talent  and  worth   in  diflerent   parts  of  our  country  who,  ft-om  re- 
stricted circumstances,  are  iinahle  to  avail  themselves   of  the    benelil  of  public  lectures,  the  Professorit 
h.ive  resolved  to  adiiiit,  ijraUiiliui^ly,  two  such  students  from  each  of  the  riialeri,  and  one  from  each  ol 
the  Territorie.s.     In  oider,  hovsevcr,  to  guard  aii.tmsi  individuals  whose  education  and  character  do  not 
qualify  them  to  become  useful  members  of  the  profession,  the   selection  is  placed  in   the  hands  of  the 
Senators  and  Delegates  of  Congress,  each   of  whom    has  the  rij^lit  to  select   one  student  from  his  re- 
spective State  or  Territory,  and  whose  cerlillcate  of  selection  will   be  a  pass|t(u-t  to  all  Ihe  lectures,  by 
paying  •»"ily.  on  enteriim  "le  school,  the  usual  matriculatiii!;  tee  of  live  dollars. 

The  eniire  evpense,  for  a  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Prolessors,  is  ;;^7U.  Dissecting  Ticket,  $10  ; 
optional  with  the  student. 

Good  board  can  be  procured  at  trom  three  to  four  dollars  per  -veek.        TlIOM.\S  MILLER,  M.I). 
tyashinffton.  May  1,  1«41.  My  12— lamllS  Jjcan  oj  Ihe  Faculty. 

MKDICAL    LIXTUkKS    IN    BOSTON. 

These  Lectures  begin  annually  in  the  Medical  Collejie,  in  Mason  street,  Boston,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  November,  and  coutinue  four  months. 

Fees. 
Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  -  -  Dh.   Warren,  S»1.5,00 

Miilwil'erv  and  Med.  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  Du.  Cuan.mno,  10,00 

Materia  Medica,  by       ...-.-       Du.   HKiKi.ow,  10,00 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  -  Uii.  Hayward,  10,00 

Chemistry,  by  -----  -  Dk.   VVt;u.sTEu,  15,00 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Dus.   Ware  and  Bigelow,       15,00 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  May  29,  18-11,  it  was  Foted,  That  hereafter  two  full  courses  of 
lectures  in  this  school  be  reciulred  o(  caiulidales  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  But  Ibr  one  of 
these  courses  a  substitute  ma>  be  receivt;d  in  a  course  of  lectures  at  au\  other  medical  institulion  in 
which  the  number  of  teachers  is  not  less  than  si.v,  and  in  which  (he  lime  occupied  b\  lectures  is  not 
less  than  four  months.  WaLTEK  CHaNMiN'G,  Dean. 

Boston,  Aui^ust  2\,  1841.  S  1— eptN 

Ux\lVi:HSlTV   OF    rENNSVLVANIA— .MEDICAL    DLI'MITMLNT. 

Skssijn   lf:!-il-4t2. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  l:?t  ol  NoveMtbcr,  and  be  continued,  under  the  follow- 
ing arrangement,  to  the  middle  of  March  ensuing  :  — 

Practice  and  Theory  of  Medicine,  by  *  -  -  Nathaniei,  Chapmax,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  by        .....  .  .       Roiieht  ll\Kt:,  M.U. 

Surgery,  ity        -        -  -  -  -  -  -  Willia.m  (Jiikson,  M.l). 

Anattmiy,  by        -        -  -  -  -  -  -  Willia.m  E.  IIok.neii,  M.D. 

Institutes  of  Medicine,  by  -  -  .  .  -        Svmiel  Jackson,  M.U. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pluirmacv,  hv  -  -  -  Ceor>jE  B.   Wood,  M.U. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by       -        Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.l). 
Clinical  Lectures  on  Medicine,  by  ...  \v.   W.  Gerhard,  M.U.  and 

"  on  Surgery,  by       -  -  -  Drs.  Gibso.n  and  Hoh.ver, 

Will  be  delivered  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  (Blockley).    Students  are  also  admited  to  the  Clini- 
cal Instruction  at  the  Penns)  Kaiiia  Hospital,  in  the  city.  W.  E.  HORNER, 
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AMPUTATION   OF  THE   Tllirill. 

To  the  EUfor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Wiihin  a  few  days  past  I  have  made  my  eiglity-roiirth  and  fifth 
opcralioiisor  amputation  oftho  thigh.  All  these  operations  have  heen  n)ade 
in  my  private  i)ractice,  dnrini;  the  period  of  34  years.  The  cases  oc- 
curred princi|)ally  in  tlie  northern  portion  of  the  State  of  New  York.  I 
made  many  amputations  of  the  thii,di,  while  attached  to  the  U.  S.  Army, 
during  the  late  war.  I  cannot  state  the  numher,  or  detail  their  causes. 
1  am  ahle  to  state  the  causes  which  made  amputation  necessary  in  my 
private  practice,  and  the  results  following  the  operations.  Eleven  of 
these  operations  were  on  females,  and  seventy-four  on  males. 

2  Cases  of  P^unirus  hgematodes. 

3  "       Necrosis,  under  the  age  of  10  years. 

2  "       Osteo-sarcoma. 

3  "        White  swelling  of  the  knee-joint. 

1         "       Periostosis  and  destruction  of  the  tissues  of  the  knee-joint. 

1 1   Females. 

23  Cases  of  Necrosis,  commencing  on  the  femur,  or  tibia,  and  involving 
the  knee-joint. 

7  "        Wiiite  swellinf;  of  the  knee-joint. 

6         "        Spina  ventosa  of  the  tibia,  involvmg  the  knee-joint. 
10         "        Funfrus  hrematodes,  principally  located  in  the  lower  leg. 

8  "       Compound   fractures   of  the   thigh,  with  contusions  of  the 

knee  and  leg. 

4  '•'        Divisions  of  arteries  and  nerves  by  incised  wounds. 
3         "        Aneurisms  of  arteries  of  the  thigh. 

8         '•'  Mortification,  following  contusions  of  the  thigh  and  leer.  ^ 

5  "  Fractures  of  the  tibia,  with  dislocation  of  the  ankle-joint, 
—  and  contusion  of  the  tissues,  producing  tetanus  and 
74  Males.          mortification. 

There  was  an  entire  recovery  in  all  the  female  cases,  from  the  operation 
of  amputation.  Those  with  fungus  haematodes  died  within  three  years 
after  amputation,  with  tuberculated  state  of  the  lungs. 

Out  of  t!i('  71  ca^p^  of  amputation  of  the  tbiirh  on  the  males,  two 
died  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  operation — one  from  secondary  lie- 
morrhac^e,  and  the  other  from  extreme  feebleness  at  the  time  of  the  ope- 
12 
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ration  ;  no  re  action  followed.  JNiiie  died  fvom  the  suppurative  process 
oil  lli(i  stump  follovvini^  the  operation,  occasioned  l»y  venereal  and  scrofu- 
lous taints  of  the  system  ;  remained  in  a  feeble  state  from  five  to  twt-nty 
months,  and  died.  The  other  51  entirely  recovered  from  the  operation, 
and  were  healthy. 

Tiiose  with  fungus  lia^matodes,  who  suffered  amputation  for  that  affec- 
tion, passed  under  visceral  disease  (the  luiii^s  and  mesenteric  glands),  and 
tlied  within  four  years  after  the  operation,  though  apparently  healtliy  for 
the  first  year  or  two. 

Four  that  sufleied  with  white  swellings,  after  amputation  declined,  and 
perished  with  pulmonary  consumption  after  four  years. 

For  the  first  few  years,  in  op.Mating,  I  was  governed  by  the  directions 
laid  down  by  C.  Jiell  in  his  first  work  on  operative  surgery.  In  all  cases 
where  a  linib  was  to  be  lost,  from  any  sudden  accident,  I  advised  and 
practised  immediate  amputation,  or  befoie  much  re-action  or  inflammation 
commenced.  I  made  the  operation  by  a  circular  incision,  as  directed  by 
Mr.  Bell,  turned  back  the  integuments,  and  divided  the  muscles  by  ap- 
plying the  knife  untler  the  supported  integuments  ;  commencing  on  the 
inner  margin  of  the  vastus  inlernus,  and  carrying  the  knife  obliquely  up- 
ward, makim^f  one  swet^p  through  the  whole  muscles  to  the  bone,  which 
bared  the  bone  two  or  three  inches  higher  than  by  the  perpendicular  in- 
cision. These  incisions  were  expedited  by  an  assistant  elevating  the 
parts  as  fast  as  they  were  divided,  and  using  a  retractor  for  the  application 
of  the  saw.  I  usually  dissected  the  muscles  from  the  bone  about  an  inch, 
and  removed  the  periosteum  only  at  a  point  for  the  saw.  This  mc^de  of 
operating  geneially  occupied  from  three  to  five  minutes,  and  the  dissec- 
tion and  turning  upof  the  integuments  gave  the  patient  gieat  pain.  To  se- 
cure the  arteries,  I  always  used  the  tenaculum  of  a  small  size,  and  a  liga- 
ture of  two  flaxen  threads  well  waxed,  and  left  flat,  on  the  large  arteries, 
and  one  thi-ead  on  the  small  ones,  and  secured  every  artery  that  threw 
out  blood.  After  this,  brought  down  the  integuments  and  muscles  over 
the  bone,  and  secm-ed  with  adhesive  straps,  six  inches  long  ;  placed  thick 
dossils  of  lint  over  these,  and  compresses  and  roller  over  the  whole,  so  as  to 
make  an  easy  support  to  the  parts.  If  spasms  followed  upon  the  stump, 
])roducing  much  agony,  I  let  blood  and  gave  opium.  1  used  the  animal 
ligature  in  some  cases,  tortion.and  other  means  recommended  for  securing 
arteries,  but  have  alwavs  succeeded  best  with  the  threatl. 

Although  1  always  had  success  with  the  ciicular  incision,  and  process, 
as  mentioned,  in  the  first  thirty  cases  of  amputation,  yet  I  afterwards  occa- 
sionally operated  by  making  two  flaps,  by  dividing  the  integuments  in  a 
circular  maimer  with  a  lariie  scalpel,  down  to  the  muscles,  and  turning 
them  back,  and  then  dividing  the  muscles  as  in  the  circular  operation. 
This  mode  subjected  me  to  a  serious  difficulty.  The  bone  would  incline 
to  rise  and  protrude  towards  the  opening  at  the  upper  |)art  of  the  limb. 

In  a  majority  of  the  last  twenty  cases  of  amputation  of  the  thigh,  I 
have  operated  by  making  the  flap-amputation  ;  passing  a  narrow,  double- 
edged  knife,  and  cutting  from  the  bone  outward  on  each  side,  making 
two  flaps.     Tliese  are  semi-circular,  their  convexities  extending  in  a  pa- 


On  (he  Pathi)li>L!;ij  of  Fever.  187 

rallfl  inaiiiKM-  forward,  aiid  llicir  trnuiiialions  meotin;;  at  tli(!  upper  and 
lower  surface  of  the  liiul),  \\li<  ic  llic  knife  enter<?(l  and  passed  out. 

1  liave  operated  a  few  inues  l)y  eulliuL,^  in  a  semicircular  niaiuier  from 
tlie  surface  lo  the  hoiu^  makin<^  two  (laps.  M'liis  <^ives  nion;  pain  to  llio 
palieni  than  the  nu)iK>  of  eultini;  from  llie  hone  oulward.  'I'lie  painful 
|)art  of  ihe  operalion,  viz.,  cullinu;  llie  soft  parts,  can  \)v.  made  in  llie  first 
niamier  very  (juick,  and  llu;  patient  saved  from  mucdi  distress.  Tl)e  time 
occupied  by  me  ij;ener.dly,  in  ordinary  cases,  is  from  thirty  to  forty  seconds, 
and  in  (U'erv  instance  a  (juick  union  ol  the  (laps  and  sound  stale  (ollowed 
l)V  tlu'  first  nitention. 

1  iiave  met  with  no  instance  of  nervous  iiritalion,  or  (liHiculty  in  secur- 
ing arteries,  after  operatini^  in  this  manner,  as  recently  reported  by  some. 
In  emaciated  cases,  1  shouM  still  pi-efc.'r  the  cii'cular  operation  ;  hul  in  this 
mattei"  I  should  advise  every  operator  to  consider  the  naturt;  of  his  case, 
and  adjust  means  accordini;ly.  Amasa  'ruowBuiDGt:. 

IVaiertoivn,  N.  Y.,  October,  1841. 
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[Coiitiiiiiod  from  Vol.  XXIV.  p:i!;e  I^kJ 

Notwithstanding  that  a  tropical  climate  and  a  summer  season  are 
usually  the  insepai'able  concomitants  of  yellow  fever,  yet  there  are,  in 
s|)()radic  cases,  exceptions.  Hereditary,  constitutional,  or  acquii'ed  pre- 
disposition to  j'eceive  certain  morbid  impressions,  will  prevail  over  the 
necessity  of  contagion,  infection  or  season.  And  thus  it  is,  that  individual 
causes  and  cases  set  at  naught  all  "eneral  rules.  Wo  ourselves  have 
seen  highly  bilious  symptoms  with  black  vomiting  in  December.  And 
one  of  the  best  described  cases  of  yellow  fever  in  New  York,  which  we 
have  seen,  occurred  in  January,  to  which  the  physician  was  called  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  that  month.  The  patient,  a  fine,  neat  girl  (in  a  family 
noted  for  regulaiity),  aged  17  years,  had  at  first  almost  continued  chills 
and  shiverings,  succeeded  with  ti'emor,  iciifiout  chills  or  any  sense  of  cold  ; 
and  what  is  very  often  lound,  but  very  seldom  described,  ^^a/zi  in  the  whole 
skin.  She  had  an  unu^^^ual  yellowness,  with  yellow  eyes,  and  her  blisters 
discharged  a  yellow  serum.  Her  ejections  and  dejections  became  quite 
black.  She  had  derangement,  subsultus,  hiccu[)s,  black  vomit,  and  died 
on  the  tenth  day  from  the  (irst  visit  of  her  physician,  Dr.  Seaman. 

Tile  season  of  winter  prolongs  the  approacdies  of  d(Mth  of  summer 
fevers.  The  season  of  summer  jirocrastinates  a  filal  termination  of  win- 
ter epidemics.  A  crisis  is  sometimes  a  skin  moist  and  warm  ;  sometimes 
an  increased  expectoration  ;  sometimes  a  copious  sweat ;  sometimes  a 
diuresis  ;  sometimes  diarrhoea  ;  and  sometimes  death.  When  all  the  ele- 
ments are  at  peace  with  man,  man  is  usually  at  peace  with  all  the  ele- 
ments. 15iit  as  the  bodies  of  men  are  of  elementary  composition,  when 
heat  is  extreme,  cold  intense,  winds  devastating,  rains  inundating,  or 
diougbts  diyin<:  u|)  all  moisture,  and  the  solar  rays  exhaling  putrescent 
steams,  man  feels  the  force  of  febrile  commotion.  Animal  nature  in  man, 
the  favorite  of  Heaven,  seems  in  some  years  particularly  exempt  from  all 
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malediction.  But  in  other  years  liis  speries  arc  not  screened  from  all  the 
ills  to  vvliic'h  flasli  is  heir.  The  cold  of  VVilun  will  destroy  tin*  Nea- 
politan, as  Biionapurte'j  exj)e(lition  to  Russia  fully  proved;  and  the  hot 
steams  of  Naples  will  j)roslrate  the  Seylliian. 

There  are  seasons  in  which  man,  other  animals,  and  ve^«^lahles,  seem  all 
alike  to  (lourish.  But  there  are  other  years  in  which  that  which  seems 
propitious  to  the  growth  of  grass  and  grain,  deals  destruction  upon  a  large 
scale  to  animal  heahh.  Such,  in  almost  all  parts,  was  the  year  180.'j. 
The  islands  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  south  of  Kurope,  and  lh(?  country 
parts  of  America,  and  some  of  its  cities,  evince,  hy  the  monuments  and 
records  of  the  dead,  a  year  of  unusual  mortality.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
North  was  transported  to  the  South,  and  fell  the  elfecls  of  a  tropical 
climate.  The  thermometer  ranged  from  eighty  to  ninety  degrees,*  and 
for  several  hours  in  the  day  was  not  helow  the  latter,  and  sometimes 
higher  than  the  former,  in  July.  Some  provinces  in  Spain  sulfered  se- 
verely hy  fever.  The  etjuatorial  winds  seem  to  have  overcome  all  the 
refreshing  breezes  of  the  North,  and  to  have  blow  n  with  a  constant  cur- 
rent from  the  South.  And  this  not  locally,  but  generally,  in  both  Kurope 
and  America.  Yet,  as  if  there  was  reason  in  those  theorists  who  sup- 
pose that  the  miasm  of  one  year  may  be  retained  in  the  body  until  the 
next  year,  it  is  singularly  striking  that  in  1801  mortal  epidemics  appeared 
on  high  hills  and  other  locations  where  they  heretofore  had  never  been 
known.  And  this,  although  the  latter  year  was  cool  in  the  summer,  cold 
in  the  winter,  and  without  any  remarkable  variations  of  tempi'rature  at 
any  time.f  The  news  from  the  West  Indies,  and  from  Charleston,  in 
1803,  announced  no  unusual  sickness  there.  The  southerly  winds  seem 
to  have  carried  pestilence  from  the  South  to  the  North.  Smallpox,  na- 
tural and  inoculated,  as  also  kinepox,  were  remarkal)ly  mild  and  manage- 
able— serving  to  show  that  nature,  that  year,  had  transferred  the  outlets 
of  human  life  into  other  channels,  but  still  giving  warning,  by  oppressive 
calms,  or  more  prostrating  southerly  winds,  that  disease  and  death  were 
not  sleeping  visiters.  In  Philadelphia  the  heat  and  profuse  rains  made 
the  climate  there  "  perfectly  tropical."  Yellow  fever  appeared  almost 
simultaneously  in  that  city  and  in  Now  York,  about  the  20lh  of  July. 
Still,  previous  and  present  causes  predominated  in  that  season  over  the 
thick  buildings  and  fogs  of  cities,  and  spread  the  fomes  of  yellow  fever  all 
over  the  country;  and  could  memory,  monuments,  and  the  record  of 
deaths,  with  their  causes,  be  strictly  analyzed,  we  should  find  in  that  year 
a  case  or  more  of  yellow  fever  in  most  towns  in  the  United  States  ; 
whilst  in  our  large  cities  the  mortality  was  not  in  anywise  comparable  to 
what  it  had  been  in  those  years  in  which  it  did  not  spread  through  the 
country. 

There  are  erroneous  impressions  among  us  as  to  yellow  fever  being  a 
stationary  disease  in  the  West  Indies.  Mr.  E.-khard.  Danish  Vice  Consul 
at  Philadelphia,  in  1804,  who  had  previously  resided  neaily  twenty  years 
in  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  speaks  upon  this  subject  in  a  manner  w  hich 
is  confirmed  by  others,  and  which  it  is  believed  is  entirely  correct.     He 

*  In  both  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

t  This  was  not  the  fact  at  the  South,  however,  the  climate  there  being  highly  tropical. 
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snys,  '^  {\\o  fever  never  sprcml  to  the  inhahitdnfs  at  larire^hut  ivas  con- 
Jincil  to  persons  rcc.euthj  arrived  from  northern  climates^  and  to  those  on 
board  vessels  in  the  harbor.''*  And  he  rmllicr  stales  another  important 
fact,  wIjlmi  he  says — "  1  iievijr  lieaid  of  a  sin^jh^  instaiu-e  of  any  person 
who  had  resided  for  some  years  in  the  ishmd,  beini;  afllictcd  u  iih  maliij- 
Minl  I'i'Ncr."  He  then  adds — ''  a  residence  of  nearly  twenty  years  in  the 
island,  enahles  me  to  speak  positively  as  to  this  fact."  Mr.  Eekliard  had 
looked  well  into  the  suhjeel,  lor  durini,^  his  residenee  at  Si.  Thomas,  a 
mnnber  of  deaths  of  vonnLi;  men  from  northern  elimat(;s  had  occurred  in 
his  own  house.f  We  do  not  know  that  the  opinion  is  entertained  tiiere, 
that  persons  comini;  from  northern  climates,  w  ho  are  so  apt  to  have  ma- 
lignant fever,  when  the  inhal/itanls  there  are  healthy,  hiin^  the  fever  with 
them.  Bui  we  were  deeply  struck  with  the  account  that  strangers 
were  ordered  to  (juit  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  some  seasons,  on  ac- 
count of  their  beini;  attacked  with  what  is  there  called  the  stranirer''s 
fever.  We  believe,  however,  that  the  Creoles  have  as  much  reason  to 
impute  the  introduction  of  fever  among  them  to  those  from  the  higher  lati- 
tudes, as  Dr.  Chisholm  had  for  its  beiui^  brought  from  the  African  inland 
of  Boullam,  in  1793.  into  the  island  of  Grenada;  or  that  the  French 
physicians  had  for  calling  it  La  Maladie  de  Siam,  because  it  appeared 
at  Martinico  in  1685,  at  a  time  some  vessels  were  tliere  from  that  part  of 
the  Cast  Indies. 

If  we  look  into  Dr.  Robertson's  History  respecting  tlie  discovery  of 
America,  and  the  early  voyati;es  of  Columbus,  Ovanda,  and  others,  we 
shall  find  that  the  Spaniards  suffered  sickness  and  mortality  in  Hispaniola 
and  otiier  West  India  islands.  But  we  believe  that  it  will  be  difficult  to 
find  any  positive  account  of  their  having  found  the  natives  sickly,  until 
they  were  first  sick  themselves.  We  know  that  contrary  inferences  have 
been  drawn  ;  but  inferences  and  facts  are  sometimes  very  ditierent  things. 

In  the  numerous  instances  which  we  have  seen  of  the  attempts  to  refer 
the  yellow  fever  to  importation  from  the  West  Indies,  into  our  xAlianlic 
cities,  we  do  not  recollect  one  in  which  any  proof  w as  adduced  of  the 
reign  of  it  among  the  acclimated  inhabitants  of  those  islands  from  whence 
the  suspected  vessel  came.  There  have,  to  be  sure,  been  numerous  ex- 
amples of  the  crews  of  northern  vessels  having  sickened  there,  sickened 
on  their  way  home,  and  after  they  got  home  or  into  port.  But  such 
cases  are  to  be  referred  to  the  tropical  climate  from  whence  they  came, 
and  not  to  the  healthy  population  of  the  port  from  which  they  sailed. 

Hippocrates,  Celsus,  Aretaeus  and  Trallian,  may  be  referred  to  as  not 
having  mentioned  any  sucli  source  of  disease  as  contagion.  Dr.  Mosely 
says  that  it  was  unknown  to  the  ancients  who  studied  nature,  and  that  it 
was  the  nonsense  of  Fraca<torius.  Df.  Mead,  how  ever,  may  be  adduced 
as  its  great  modern  champion.  Dr.  Hosack,  whose  general  opinions  we 
resjxMt,  contended  for  contagion  in  yellow  fever.  But  still  he  did  not 
think  it  so  much  so  as  to  spread  in  pure  air,  or  without  bad  and  local  ex- 

*  Italics  his  nwn.    Iti  the  irnpical  regions  of  South  America,  the  luilijiis,  us  Le   Bluad  telld  us,  e8~ 
cape  velJDW  fevei. 
I  See  a  Loiter  to  James  Mease,  M.D.,  la  MeJ.  Repository,  He\ade  II.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  336. 
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halations  to  coiicluct  its  virus.  Now  it  is  well  to  consider  tliat  one  person 
will  spoil  a  gallon  of  air  ii)  a  niiiiule  wIkmi  it  is  pure,  and  tlie  weather  cool. 
How  much  will  he  added  to  pestilential  Ibnuvs  tVoni  this  source  in  a  tropi- 
cal, calm  season  of  drou'^ht,  merits  considiMation.  'I'he  hrealh  of  a  mid- 
titude  in  a  crowded,  injected  part  of  a  city,  when  winds  do  not  hlow  nor 
rains  fall,  is  to  he  sus|)ected  as  adding  fuel  to  Hame.  Fire  engines,  then, 
to  throw  plenty  of  water  upon  the  roofs  of  all  the  huildings,  tuid  even  in- 
to the  air  of  yellow  fever  districts,  would  seem  to  promise  more  towards 
disinfecting  them,  than  any  other  means.  Covering  the  earth  of  such 
places  with  lime,  has  hoen  tried  in  New  York  without  any  henefit.  Heat, 
putrescent  miasm,  and  a  dense  population,  have  heen  suppose<l  sufllcient 
to  produce  yellow  fever  without  contagion.  Still,  if  we  admit  Dr.  Mo- 
sack's  opinion  to  be  correct,  these  three  causes  must  combine  in  order  for 
his  supposed  contagion  to  spread.  All  parlies  would,  upon  this  point, 
then  he  in  unison,  and  the  causes  should  if  possible  be  remedied.  We 
would  produce  an  artificial  rain,  with  fire  engines.  And  as  a  means  of 
individual  prevention,  we  woidd  advise  every  person,  in  an  infected  dis- 
trict, frequently  to  use  the  warm  bath.  Indeed  we  tliiidv  that  w  arm  bath- 
ing has  been  far  too  much  neglected  in  the  cure. 

Of  bloodletting  we  have  an  exalted  opinion  in  some  cases,  especially 
where  inflammation  can  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be  of  the  phlegmonous 
kind.  But  it  is  to  be  suspected  that  the  im|)licated  viscera,  when  any 
local  viscera  is  implicated,  is  affected  in  many,  perhaps  in  most  cases, 
with  the  erysipelatous  species  of  indammation.  in  which  bleeiling  is  as 
pernicious  as  in  typhus  fever,  and  in  which  the  plan  of  Dr.  Miner,  of 
treating  yellow  fever  with  calomel  and  opium,  is  immensely  to  be  pre- 
ferred. We  would  not,  however,  by  any  means  omit  the  warm  bath. 
And  to  quiet  nausea,  burning  anil  distress  at  the  stomach,  we  would  break 
ice  into  small  pieces,  throw  them  into  water  for  a  short  time  to  melt  off 
the  sharp  points,  and  let  the  patient  swallow  them  in  a  tablespoonful  of 
milk  or  lime  water. 

Whatever  may  be  the  most  rational  theory  of  the  proximate  cause  of 
fever,  one  of  its  most  constant  proximate  effects  is  a  dry  skin  and  suppress- 
ed perspiration,  which  continually  add  to  that  inward  heat  which  lias  al- 
ready begun  to  burn  the  vital  viscera.  Hence  by  restoring  perspiration 
by  means  of  warm  bathinir,  we  open  an  innumerable  number  of  avenues 
on  the  surface,  to  emit  and  expel  the  inward  devastating  flame,  as  well 
as  the  morbid  poison  of  contagion,  infection,  or  whatever  name  is  given 
to  the  occasional  cause  of  the  fever. 

Cold  countries  are  liable  to  more  diseases  than  warm  ones.  But  in  the 
United  States  we  are  subjected  to  tropical  complaints  in  summer,  and  arc- 
tic ones  in  winter.  Influenza  often  denotes  the  invasion  of  more  serious 
and  more  mortal  epidemics.  But  not  always,  as  it  sometimes  denotes 
their  cessation  ;  as  did  that  of  1815-16,  which  seemed  to  check  the  pro- 
gress of  pneumonia  ty|)hoides,  and  typhus  or  spotted  fever,  which  had 
prevailed  for  the  six,  eight,  or  more  preceding  years.  But  these  latter 
fevers  were  in  the  southern  States  ushered  in  by  that  influenza  which  de- 
noted their  cessation  here. 

As  we  have  mentioned  bloodletting,  one  or  two  further  observations 
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respectlni,^  it  now  orcnr.  If  iho  yellow  fc\cy  in  any  i;ivcn  case  is  inHnni- 
malorv,  tlic  loss  of  blood  imist  he  proper,  imlcss  it  caw  l)n  asreitaincd 
that  llir  inn.iminalioM  is  of  the  erysipelatous  kind.  If,  llierefoic,  iho  bulF 
on  tlie  l)li)0(l  evacnaled  is  while,  or  liiilit  yellow,  it  may  Im'  (hjcided  on 
that  phlegmonous  inllammation  is  present  ;  and  more  especially  ii  it  he- 
comes  cupped.  Hut  if  the  hulF  or  pellicle  Ix;  of  a  lead  or  pi;,M*on  color, 
the  lancet  must  l)e  cautiously  used,  as  such  a  color  denotes  a  diathesis 
which  d()(vs  not  heai'  that  evacuation  \\(.'ll  ;  as  does  also  a  pricking  or  moi- 
dicant  heat  ol'  the  skin.: 

Entire  suppression  of  alvine  (evacuations,  which  does  not  yield  to  ca- 
thartics in  increased  doses,  is  a  fatal  siiijn,  and  in  every  case  should  he 
foresetni  and  prevented  by  repeated  changes  of  cathartic  medicin(\  We 
have  IxHMi  too  apt  to  rc^ly  alone  on  particular  and  favorile  kinds  of  cathartics. 
An  emetic  in  a  dose  suflicient  to  prove  cathartic,  is  a  mode  o(  treatment 
calculated  to  prevent  a  succeedinLj  torpor  of  the  bowels.  Still,  when  the 
first  symptoms  of  it  occur,  we  should  resort  to  the  n^laxini^^  powers  of 
warm  bathing,  either  by  innn(Msion,  which  is  best,  or  by  blankets  wrung 
out  of  hot  water,  in  which  the  patient  should  be  wrapped. 

A  very  quick  pulse,  even  if  it  is  full,  marks  rather  an  erysipelatous 
than  a  phlegmonous  diathesis.  But  in  such  a  pulse,  other  attending  signs 
and  states  of  the  system  must  be  considered. 

We  believe  that  emetics,  by  their  universally  agitating  every  secretory 
organ,  are  the  best  preventives  of  the  non-secretion  of  urine,  which  hitherto 
has  proved  a  fatal  symptom.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  recovery  upon 
record  in  which  black  vomiting,  hemorrhage,  coma,  black  tongue,  black 
stools,  cadaverous  perspiration,  with  thread-like  pulse,  vomiting  of  blood, 
singultus,  delirium,  and  lying  on  the  back  with  the  knees  drawn  up,  oc- 
curred, an  emetic  had  been  given  in  the  early  stage.  The  respiration  at 
one  period  of  this  case  was  heavy,  and  so  slow  that  about  half  a  minute 
intervened  between  each,  and  w  hich  was  attended  with  a  "  rising  ol  the 
breast  very  much."  But  a  swelling  of  one  of  the  parotid  glands  took 
place,  which  seemed  like  a  gleam  of  life  in  an  army  of  death,  and  final 
recovery  ensued.*  We  knew^  a  case  of  yellow  fever  ourselves,  in  w  hich 
a  swelling  of  the  submaxillary  glands,  against  a  host  of  morbid  symptoms, 
endefl  in  the  safety  of  the  patient. 

"  Silly  delirium  "  has  been  a  common  attendant  on  diseases  not  dan- 
gerous. But  in  yellow  (t^vev  it  has  occurred  as  a  companion  of  alarming 
import,  and  the  very  usher  of  death  itself.  Yellow  eyes  and  yellow  skin, 
although  usual,  are  not  universal. 

In  a  salivation,  which  has,  when  it  could  be  produced,  insured  safety, 
spongy  gums  have  ensued.  And  in  one  instance,  in  the  comse  of  forty- 
eight  hours,  six  pounds  or  more  of  blood  from  the  mouth  have  been  dis- 
charg(^d  ;  and  the  patient  recovered. f  Indeed,  as  before  observed,  we 
have  known  a  dangeious,  but  not  a  fatal,  hemorrhagy  from  salivation. 

Alkalies  have  been  given  to  alleviate  that  extreme  distress  of  the  sto- 
mach which  renders  the  situation  of  the  patient  truly  pitiable  ;  and  some- 
times with  good  efi'ect,  when  acidity  has  been  present.     But  even  in  this 

*  The  case  referred  lo  occurred  at  Calskill,  N.  Y.,  and  is  given  by  Dr.  Bcnj,  W.  Dwiglit.         t  Ihid, 
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case  we  tliluk  that  there  is  to  be  fouiul  in  dilute  nitric  acid  a  far  supe- 
rior remedy,  and  one  far  more  con<^enial  to  the  general  stat(;  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  belter  adapted  to  counteract  the  morbid  action  goin^;  on  in  the 
fii-st  passaLTcs,  which  alkahes  do  not  reach. 

In  |)ertinaciou.s  vomiting,  a  lili.'^ter  to  the  pneconliu  must  never  he  omit- 
ted, liut  in  this  case,  the  dihjle  acid  ju^t  meiitlonetJ,  in  teaspoonlul 
doses,  with  a  few  lumps  of  ice  of  the  size  of  a  pea,  will  he  found  useful 
and  grateful  adjuvants.  In  cases  of  hemorrhage  we  would  substitute  di- 
luted vitriolic  elixir,  instead  of  the  nitric  acid.  But  we  would  not  trust 
to  that  or  any  other  remedy  without  accompanying  it  with  liberal  doses 
of  opium,  in  some  form  or  other;  and  that  form  of  all  others  to  he  pre- 
ferred, is  the  sulpljale  of  morphia,  in  doses  of  one  eighth  to  one  fourlli  of 
a  grain,  combined  with  sugar  of  lead,  repeated  every  two  hours  till  the 
hemorrhage  cease's,  or  very  much  abates. 

One  word  as  to  acids.  Some  have  had  a  violent  cravinij  for  them,  but 
never  lor  alkalies.  And  after  the  latter  have  been  tried  in  all  their  forms, 
as  well  as  absorbents,  the  nitric  acid  will  be  found,  however  we  may  ac- 
count for  it,  a  better  remedy  for  a  sour  stomach  than  any  one  or  all  of 
them. 

The  yellowness,  in  yellow  fever,  is  to  be  looked  for  at  first  about  the 
angle  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  in  some  cases  may  be  found  no  where  else. 
The  w  hole  surface  will  be  in  some  cases  rather  dingy,  than  specifically 
yellow. 

In  cases  not  severe,  nor  definitely  marked,  nor  ofa  very  high  inflamma- 
tory grade,  calomel  and  opium  cannot  be  too  highly  extolled.  It  is  one 
of  the  properties  of  calomel  to  excite  the  urinary  secretion,  and  to  in- 
crease the  urine  ;  indications  very  important  to  be  fulfilled  in  yellow  fe- 
ver. Low  delirium,  stupor  and  coma,  are  best  relieved  by  opiates. 
When  the  skin  is  very  hot,  we  like  the  good  old  Hippocratic  method  of 
applying  linen  to  the  surface  wet  in  cold  water,  rather  than  the  cold 
dash.  When  friends  fear  that  the  patient  will  take  cold  by  this  external 
febrifuge,  there  can  be  no  kind  of  objection  to  the  addition  of  spirits  to 
the  water,  which  by  increasing  the  evaporation,  increases  the  cooling 
process. 

Aphthae  may  be  treated  with  vegetable  acids  ;  but  we  can  speak  here, 
again,  more  in  praise  of  a  very  dilute  preparation  of  nitric  acid,  than  of 
any  other  remedy.  The  peel  of  lemon  may  be  steeped  in  the  water  with 
which  it  is  diluted,  and  then,  if  sweetened  with  refined  sugar,  a  very 
agreeable,  cooling  anti-emetic  beverage  is  produced.  We  have  iziven  it 
in  cholera  with  decided  advantage  in  arreslini:  the  vomitin",  as  well  as  in 
ulcerated  sore  mouth.  Citric  acid  may  sometimes,  however,  be  prefera- 
ble, if  there  be  great  heat,  and  its  mode  of  action  is  to  be  referred  to  the 
same  principles.  In  hiccups,  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  is  very  much  to  be  re- 
lied on,  succeeded  by  the  effervescing  draught,  made  with  citric  acid. 

Cloths  wet  in  warm  spirits  and  vinegar,  applied  to  the  bowels,  may  be 
used  to  aid  the  operation  of  cathartics.  And  where  much  difficulty  oc- 
curs, croton  oil  must  be  applied  near  the  umbilicus,  and  injections  ofassa- 
foeiida  administered.  We  regard  this  article  as  important  where  spasm  is 
the  cause  of  retarded  motion^  but  spirit  of  turpentine  may  be  added  if 
torpor  is  suspected. 
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As  a  ^(mum'mI  ft^bririii^c,  \v(»  ostcciii  ci^lit  ;;raiiis  of  iiilr;il(5  of  polasli  and 
llic?  same  ([iiaiilily  ol"  cicaii)  of  larlar,  i^ivuii  in  very  Ciih,'  powder  and 
washed  down  willi  sauc  tea,  llial  iIk;  solution  may  laki.'  place  in  ihc  slo- 
niacli,  as  hii;lily  esiinialjic. 

I>ul  alter  all,  the  distress  at  ilic  pia.'coidia,  or  cardialL^ia,  wliieli  we  have 
repeatedly  ri'ferrid  to,  will  \)c.  foniid  mo'^t  complained  (jf  by  llie  sick,  and 
most  perplexini^f  to  the  practitioner.  Kesort  must  he  had  to  the  hlue  pill, 
to  (jiiinine,  to  lime-water,  to  alkalies  and  ahsorhents.  Jiul  we  view  the 
hitter  as  only  HMiiovini;  the  eifeet,  without  touehini^  the  cause,  and  that 
the  nitric  acid  will  he  (bund  prereral)le  both  hy  palicnl  and  physician. 
In  one  case  a  powder  in  which  turpeth  mineral — yellow  siilj)/i(ite  oj'mtr- 
curij — was  the  active  ingredient,  in  doses  of  about  one  and  a  hall  "jjiains, 
did  more  than  anythin«r  else  we  could  devise.  Its  modun  operandi 
was  doubtless  that  of  producing'  a  contra-stimithis,  or  counter-action.  It 
did  not  puke  the  patient.  It  was  combined  with  pulverized  allspice  and 
cinnamon.  The  two  latter  ingredients  were  a(lopt(,'d  by  the  suggestion 
of  an  aged  physician.     The  patient  had  malignant  l)ilious  fever. 

In  threatened  mortification,  bark  must  be  our  resort  in  preference  to 
quinine  or  any  other  tonic. 

Relajises  have  sometimes  been  fiequent,  and  were  so  prone  to  recur 
under  the  tonic  |)Ian,  that  a  contrary  practice  has  of  late  been  adopted. 
It  is  that  of  fiequently  inducing  c«^Ar/r5Zs,  during  convalescence;  uj^on  the 
principle  that  morbid  secretions  continued,  and  were  wont  to  enkindle  the 
fever  anew.  Rhubarb  and  magnesia  may  in  most  cases  be  sufficient,  but 
the  occasional  addition  of  a  few  grains  of  calomel,  when  yellowness  of 
the  skin  and  eyes  continue,  or  return,  cannot  with  safety  be  omitted — the 
patient's  strength  being  at  the  same  time  supported  with  wine,  white  or 
red,  as  he  prefers,  and  either  clear,  mixed  witli  water,  cold  or  warm,  in 
toast,  in  whey,  or  with  milk,  as  symptoms  and  the  patient's  [)reference 
dictate.  A  feeble  remedy  of  a  new  kind  may  do  more  than  one  more 
powerful  that  has  long  been  tried. 

As  to  the  diet  proper  for  those  recovering  from  fever,  let  it  he  at  once 
considered  that  relapses,  and  even  death  itself,  have  proceeded  from  a 
small  qijantity  of  indigestible  food.  The  trophies  which  many  a  practi- 
tioner seemed  about  to  win  froni  extremely  dangerous  cases,  have,  w  hen 
their  patients  seemed  on  the  point  of  complete  recovery,  been  suddenly 
snatched  away  hy  the  kindness  of  friends,  but  sometimes  by  the  patient 
privately  obtaining  improper  articles;  and  again,  perhaps  most  frequently, 
by  the  tender  feelings  of  the  physician  being  excited  by  importunities, 
which  he  thoujiht  miiiht  without  (neat  risk  be  iiranted.  But  the  best 
way  is,  in  a  matter  so  vitally  important,  to  err  on  the  safe  side,  and 
run  no  lisk.  1  never  can  forget  the  case  of  a  g(Mitleman  who  came  home 
sick  of  yellow  fever  from  the  island  of  Grenada,  and  alter  having  been 
on  the  very  borders  of  the  grave,  had  recovered  from  every  dangerous 
symptom,  when  by  eating  a  small  |)iece  of  apple  pie,  his  life  was  thrown 
into  the  most  imminent  danger.  I  was  then  very  young  in  practice,  and 
although  he  finally  recovered,  the  lesson  taught  made  loo  deep  an  impres- 
sion ever  to  be  obliterated. 

Tonics  cannot  be  with  propriety  omitted.     Still  it  must  ever  be  borne 
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in  mind  that  tliey  are  slow  in  opf'raiion  tu  do  <^ood  ;  but  If  they  disagree, 
tiiey  are  spc*eily  to  do  miscdiiel'.  Wine  is  better  than  bark,  as  it  does  not 
consliiet.  It  is  bitter  than  opium,  as  it  does  not  conslipMte.  It  is  bett(;r 
than  any  other  remedy  to  raist^  the  spliits  sunken  by  sickness,  and  the 
pulse  by  inanition.  And  it  dilute(l  and  i;iven  warm,  or  in  whey,  it  sup- 
ports the  system,  and  tends  to  fulfil  tliat  all-important  indication  of  keep- 
ing up  a  due  jjerspiration. 


DYSl'KPTIC    ASTHMA. 

BV    H.    A.   RDOUS,    MR  C.S.I..,    I.O.VDOV. 

The  discovery,  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  of  the  reflex  action  or  function 
of  the  nerves,  will  dout)tless  enable  physioloi^ists  to  explain  many  phe- 
nomena heretofore  (h^emed  inexplicable.  I3y  reflex  action  1  understand 
the  property  possessed  by  a  nerve  of  transmitting  an  impression  made 
U|)on  the  extreniilies  of  one  of  its  branches  to  the  extremities  of  another 
branch,  whereby  an  elFect  is  produced  on  the  part  to  which  such  impres- 
sion is  conveyed,  sin)ilar  to  that  which  would  have  followed  had  the  im- 
pression been  made  directly  upon  the  extremities  of  the  branch  thus  se- 
condarily affected. 

The  knowledge  of  the  hex  that  the  nerves  are  endowed  with  this 
power,  or  function,  will  enable  us  to  understand  how  it  is  that  the  chief 
pain  in  disease  of  the  hip-joint  is  often  referred  to  the  knee  ;  and  bow 
certain  affections  of  the  uterus  occasion  pain  in  the  back,  hips,  and  lower 
members,  &ic.  &ic.  ;  so  the  distribution  of  the  branches  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerve  will  serve  to  explain  why  cough  should  result  from  the  pre- 
sence of  crude  indigestible  substances  in  the  stomach.  iMay  it  not  also 
afford  us  some  assistance  in  our  inquiries  concerning  the  causes  and  pa- 
iholoiry  of  asthma  ? 

Most  of  your  medical  readers  must  have  observed  the  almost  instan- 
taneous effects  which  sometimes  follow  the  administration  of  opium  and 
other  medicines  in  cases  of  asthma,  and  which,  from  their  rapidity,  must 
necessarily  be  pioduced  through  the  medium  of  the  neivous  system  ;  and 
if  a  curative  effect  can  be  produced  on  the  lungs  by  an  impression  made 
upon  the  gastric  branches  of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves  by  a  medicinal 
agent,  we  cannot  reasonably  doubt  that  a  morbid  impression  made  on  the 
same  branches,  may.  in  like  maimer,  occasion  morbid  effects  in  the  tis- 
sues to  wliich  the  pulmonary  branches  are  distributed. 

It  is  probable  that  some  peculiarity  of  organization  obtains  in  the  lungs  of 
persons  subject  to  spasmodic  asthma,  which  may  be  considered  the  pre- 
disposing cause  of  the  affection  ;  but  tlie  exciting  cause,  or  that  which 
operates  in  producing  a  paroxysm,  and  which  Is  occasional  or  accidental, 
we  can  perhaps  discover  and  guard  against.  It  is  well  known  that  attacks 
of  this  affection  occur  in  all  states  of  the  atmos[)here,  whether  it  be  dry, 
humid,  warm  or  cold  ;  and  that  neither  of  these  states  renders  the  attacks 
either  more  or  less  prevalent,  which  is  at  least  a  negative  proof  that  the 
exciting  cause  of  paroxysms  of  spasmodic  asthma  does  not  reside  in  the 
atmosphere ;  and  unless  it  can  be  siiovvn  that  the  direct  application  to  the 
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mucous  uioiuhriuu'  of  the  aii-pnssnirps  of  pnitlclcs  of  some  noxious 
(i^aseoiis  or  ollici)  niattiM-,  \\i!l  and  (iocs  j)r()(lii(!(!  an  asiliiualir'  paroxysm, 
we  may  fairly  coiichnlc  thai  llic  cxciltiiL;  caiiso  opf,rat(^s  indirectly  ;  and 
li)al  sii(di  i:s  ihc  fact,  I  liavc^  a  stroma  conviction  rcsuliini;  from  the  close 
obsiMvation  oltlic  plit'nomcna  attendant  upon  or  constituting  this  affection, 
in  those  casi-s  which  havf  come  uiuKt  my  notice.  In  tli(;  case  of  a  nen- 
tliMnan  who  has  hctMi  lv)r  many  yeais  suhjcct  to  attacks  of  spasmodic 
asthma  of  a  very  severe  character,  and  lor  whon)  I  hav(^  lon^  been  in  the 
hahil  of  oc(!asi()nally  prescrrihini;,  the  attack  has  invaiiably  appeared  to 
have  been  the  result  of,  and  occasioned  by,  errors  in  diet  ;  if  he  partook 
freely  eithei-  of  veal,  salted  meat,  pastry,  or  various  other  (.'dihies,  an  em- 
barrassment of  the  respiratory  (unctions,  to  a  greater  or  less  decree,  usu- 
ally supervened  about  lialf  an  hour  or  an  hour  afterwards  ;  and  althouifh 
many  sliirht  attacks  of  this  description  passed  (juickly  off,  yet  they  fre- 
quently increased  in  intensity,  and  terminated  in  extremely  violent  pa- 
roxysms of  spasmodic  asthma.  The  inference  diawn  from  these  facts  is, 
that  the  paroxvsuKs  alhided  to  resulted  from  a  morbid  impression  made  on 
the  gastric  blanches  of  the  pncumo-^astric  neive,  which  impression  was 
conveyed  thi-ou'j;h  the  trunk  and  pulmonary  bi-anclies  of  this  nerve  to 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air-passai^es,  where  it  produced  some  func- 
tional derauL^a^ment,  the  effects  of  which  were  the  pheno[nena  constitut- 
intj  the  malady  in  (luestion.  The  effect  of  remedies  observed  in  this  case 
would  also  lead  to  the  same  conclusion  ;  sedatives  of  various  kinds,  as 
the  lobelia  inflata,  morphia,  &ic.,  when  given,  mitigated,  in  sou)e  measure, 
the  severity  of  the  symptoms;  the  attack,  however,  rarely,  if  ever,  passed 
off  entirely,  until  the  bowels  had  been  acted  upon.  The  most  efficient 
remedy  in  this  case  was  an  aperient,  of  which  rhubarb  and  magnesia 
were  the  chief  ingredients  ;  saline  substances  being  occasionally  added, 
in  the  more  severe  paroxysms,  to  increase  the  activity  of  the  dose.  This 
gentleman  now  generally  carries  in  his  pocket  some  compound  rhubarb 
pills,  of  which  he  takes  one  or  two  in  the  event  of  a  threatened  attack, 
and  often  apparently  with  the  decided  effect  of  warding  off  a  paroxysm. 
I  have  found  aperients  equally  beneficial  in  other  cases  of  this  affection. 
Neither  drastic  purgatives,  nor  strong  doses  of  saline  medicines,  usually 
prove  advajitageous  ;  nor  is  venesection  (so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the 
instances  in  which  I  have  known  it  practised)  productive  of  present  re- 
lief or  permanent  benefit  in  these  cases.  As  the  nature  and  causes  of  asth- 
ma are  confessedly  not  yet  clearly  understood,  the  foregoing  observations 
may  possibly  possess  some  interest. — London  Liancct. 
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With  the  commencement  of  the  second  volume  of  this  unique  periodical, 
published  in  Baltimore  and   New  York,  we    feel   it  incumbent   on  us  to 
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speak  of  its  charai'ter,  its  influence,  ami  its  claims.  If  it  had  been  an- 
nounce'!, u  dozen  years  ago,  ifuil  a  journal  was  about  bein<,'  publisbed, 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  interests  of  denii>iry,  very  lilv'ely  ibe  in(jsl  ju- 
di'Mous  ainoriirsi  us  would  have  spoken  of  ibe  impossibility  of  susiainitig 
it,  even  if  there  were  m;ileria!s  for  filling  its  j):i^>'s.  Sui-li  a  journal, 
however,  does  exist,  of  ainple  dimensions,  and  n't'iierous  in  all  its  ex[)res- 
sions  towards  men  in  other  pursuits.  It  is  distincilv  scientific  in  its  cha- 
racter— and  thu>  it  carries  its  own  recomnjendalinn  to  l!)o<e  who  miu;ht 
appreliend  that  such  a  work  would  be  made  the  instrument  of  a  cunning 
or  ambitious  individual,  who  wouhl  not  onlv  use  it  for  his  own  personal 
influence,  but  also  convert  it  into  an  etiLrine  of  oppression  towards  those 
whom  he  might  wish  to  keep  out  of  si^ht.  No  such  feeling  has  ever 
been  even  remotely  mtirjifested.  Tlu'  Journal  breathes  nothing  but  a  fer- 
vent disposition  to  distribute  knowledge,  and  raise  the  brotherhood  to  an 
equal  level  of  scientific  eminence  and  respectability.  The  result  of  its 
influence,  together  with  that  of  the  Denttil  College,  on  the  character  of 
the  dental  profession  in  the  United  States,  must  therefore  be  incalculably 
beneficial.  It  will  also  tenti  to  purge  the  land  of  all  pretenders  to  den- 
tistry. The  public  sentiment  accorils  most  harmoniously  with  the  efforts 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  new  dental  association.  People  will  not 
have  their  teeth  ruined  by  an  ignoramus,  because  they  can  perceive  his 
skill  by  the  manner  of  operation,  however  willingly  they  may  swallow 
boluses  that  sap  the  foundation  of  health.  In  short,  this  Journal  forms 
an  era  in  modern  dentistry,  of  which  those  devoted  to  the  business,  may 
well  be  proud.  Not  to  encourage  this  publication,  now  publi>hed  under 
the  auspices  of  the  American  S  )ciety  of  D.-ntal  Surgeons,  is  an  evidence 
of  being  behind  the  age,  and  denotes  wilful  ignorance  of  the  rapid  im- 
provements in  tfiat  important  department  of  science.  Physicians  and 
associations  should  order  it  for  the  two-fold  object  of  personal  improve- 
ment and  encuuragen)enl  of  the  worthy  })r()prietors. 


Death  of  Mr.  Elijah  R.  Mears.  —  A  young  gentleman  of  this  name,  of 
great  worth  and  promise,  who  had  nearly  completed  a  course  of  medical 
studies,  and  was  well  known  to  the  professional  visiters  ami  patients  at 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  died  in  this  city  week  before  last,  a 
memtMr  of  whom  we  are  desirous  of  obtaining.  Not  having  had  the 
good  fortune  to  know  Mr.  Mears,  and  not  having  any  data  even  for  the 
construction  of  such  an  obituary  notice  as  is  obviously  due  to  the  memory 
of  a  very  excellent  young  man,  we  solicit  a  short  biographical  sketch  of 
his  life  from  someone  of  his  inany  associates. 


Borroived  Books. — Gentlemen  having  books  in  their  possession,  bor- 
rowed of  the  editor,  or  from  the  Journal  office,  are  respectfully  requested 
to  return  them.  We  have  a  library  of  most  singular  aspect — being,  to  a 
melancholy  extent,  made  up  of  odil  volumes.  This  has  been  brought 
about  bv  lendinn:  books  to  obliiip  friends,  and  they  having  forgotten  to  re- 
turn them.  The  guests  of  Al  Raschid,  none  being  invited  but  those  who 
had  lost  one  eye,  could  not  have  appeared  more  striking,  than  will  our 
library,  in  the  sequel,  if  we  should  be  unfortunate  in  recovering  those 
parts  which  are  missing.  We  are  always  happy  to  accommodate  those 
who  ask,  with  the  use  of  new  medical  works  ;  but  it  is  certainly  right  and 
proper  that  they  should  be  sent  home  in  season.     Again,  we  place  an  in- 
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trin^ic  vnlno  upon  t!i(^  aiitoo;rnphs  of  tho  atitliors  of  vpry  many  of  our 
ho  »Ivs.  Wo  tliereforc  lu)p(>  llu\l  llioso  vvlio  m;iy  h;iv.»  ii  in  ihcir  power, 
will,  in  llu."  spirit  of  kindnt'ss,  Mid  in  rpcovcrinir  lUom.  There  is  ;\nf)iher 
inconveni(M»co  resnllini(  from  their  ahsenre,  sufriciently  cofirenl  to  warrant 
us  in  askiuLT  for  the?n.  without  an\-  apolou:y  :  it  is  ricrcs'ary  to  have  ihein 
al  hand  (or  ready  consuhalion  at  all  limes. 


A  Medical  Trarrl/rr. — Dr.  Charles  Matthews,  who  left  the  United 
Siat<'s  ahoiii  lifieen  years  siiu'e,  with  a  vi(>w  to  !nalve  di.scoveries  in  the 
interior  of  Africa,  writes  to  a  friend  in  Vermont,  from  Ahyssinia.  that  he 
s;hall  return  in  the  summer  of  1S1*2,  and  that  he  has  heen  irenerally  suc- 
cessful in  his  researches.  IJe  had  travelled  from  Morocco  across  the 
Great  Desert,  to  Timhucioo,  and  from  that  capital  nearly  to  the  Capo  of 
Good  Hope,  hack  to  Timliuctoo,  and  to  Ahyssinia,  hfvsides  makinfr  several 
less  important  jourrieys,  whii'h  had  added  much  to  his  knowledge  of  the 
geo^^rapliy  of  the  country  and  social  condition  of  its  people. 


Graves^s  Practice. — The  puhlisher  must  not  think  ns  remiss  in  noticing' 
the  American  edition,  which  he  politely  sent  some  weeks  since.  It  is  in 
the  process  of  being  analyzed,  and  when  we  have  ascertained  all  its  claims 
as  well  as  defects,  a  special  notice  will  be  given,  with  reference  to  these 
two  points. 

New  Work  on  the  Teeth.  —  At  an  hour  too  late  for  a  more  extended 
notice,  we  received  by  mail  a  treatise  entitled  ''  A  Physiological  and  Pa- 
tholooical  Inquiry  roncerning  the  physical  characteristics  of  the  Teeth 
and  Gums;  the  salivary  calculus;  the  lips  and  tongue,  and  the  fluids  of 
the  mouth,  together  with  their  respective  local  and  constitutional  indica- 
tions.    By  C:  A.  Harris,  M.D." 


Death  by  Irritation. — From  the  Boston  Atlas  we  learn  that  Henry 
Cooledge.  of  Framingham,  Mass.,  recently  died  under  the  following  singu- 
lar circumstances.  Having  shaved  the  face  of  his  dead  father,  he  soon 
after  used  the  same  razor  in  shaving  himself.  Althouo'h  the  father  had 
died  a  natural  death,  and  nothins:  remarkable  had  heen  observed  in  the  man- 
ner  of  his  decease,  the  face  and  head  of  the  son  began  to  swell  almost  im- 
mediately after  having  finished  the  operation  of  shaving,  and  he  was 
himself  soon  a  corpse.  The  absorption  of  virus  from  the  dead  body,  if 
introduced  on  the  edge  of  the  instrument  into  the  system  of  the  son,  seems 
not  to  have  been  there  sufficiently  long  to  have  circulated,  and  his  death 
is  to  be  imputed,  therefore,  according  to  the  writer  in  the  Atlas,  to  irritation. 


Common  Soap  as  a  Remedy  for  Burns.  By  Thos.  Williamson,  M.D., 
Edinburgh. — In  cases  of  burns,  common  soap,  besides  its  great  value  as  a 
local  application,  commands  the  additional  advantage  of  alwavs  beinsr  at 
hand  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  mode  in  which  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
emploving  it  is  this:  —  A  common  shaving  box  mav  always  be  procured, 
from  which  a  good  lather  may,  in  the  course  of  a  minute  or  two.  be  easily 
obtained.     This  lather  is  then  gently  laid  over  the  burnt  surface  by  means 
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of  a  shaviniT^  brush,  and  repeateii  so  soon  as  ihe  first  coal  begins  to  dry, 
or  the  piin  reliirn,  Tliis  practice  ou'^hl  to  be  repealed  occasionally  dur- 
ing ihe  Hr^l  day,  or  nnlil  such  lime  as  the  paui  is  relieved.  The  benefit 
accruing  to  the  paiienl  is  imni-i  I'uUe,  and  lUe  result  ot  ihe  practice  highly 
sali^flaciory  ;  for  in  more  superhcial  burns,  if  early  ap[)licd,  vesication  is 
prevented,  and,  in  ifje  course  of  a  few  days,  desqnainaiion  of  the  cniicle 
iollovv's,  without  leaving  a  raw  surface.  Of  course,  this,  as  a  reir»edial 
measure,  is  mo<*l  applicable  to  superficial  burns;  but  even  in  such  cases 
as  involve  deslruciion  t)f  the  inore  ileep  tissues,  ii  is  not  used  wilhout  ad- 
vantage, in  so  far  as  the  personal  comfori  of  the  patient  is  concerned.  In 
such  cases,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  the  crust  formed  by  the  soap  is 
easily  removed,  so  as  to  permit  the  employment  of  other  remedies,  if  ne- 
cessarv.  I  nm  not  prepared  to  say  whether  the  benefit  and  instantaneous 
relief,  following  the  application  of  the  lather,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  its  che- 
mical composition,  or  simply  to  the  fact  of  its  afiording  some  degree  of 
protection  from  atmospheric  agency,  or  both. — London  Med.  Gaz. 


Iodide  of  Potassmm.  By  James  C.  L.  Carson,  M.D. — The  perusal 
of  the  article  "  loilide  of  Potassium,"  in  Pereira's  Materia  Medica,  brings 
to  my  recollection  a  case  which  occurred  in  my  practice  about  three  years 
airo.  I  ordered  a  gentleman  three  grains  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  a 
draught  of  peppermint  water,  three  limes  a  day.  When  he  had  taken 
the  medicine  three  times  he  felt  poorly  ;  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  af- 
ter the  fourth  dose  he  was  aitacked  with  a  violent  shivering  fit,  followed 
by  intense  headache,  heat  of  skin,  constant  thirst,  quick  and  very  full 
pulse,  and  vomiting  and  purging  at  the  same  time.  These  symptoms 
were  succeeded  by  great  prostration  of  streno-ih.  Notwilhslanfling  the 
exhibition  of  demulcents  and  opiates  the  purging  lasted  for  several  days. 
The  elfecls  of  the  medicine  in  this  case  were  so  violent  that  I  have  little 
doubt,  that  if  he  had  taken  another  dose,  his  life  would  have  been  forfeit- 
ed. This  is  the  only  instance,  which  I  have  seen,  of  the  iodide  of  po- 
tassium producing  unpleasant  elfects  in  doses  under  ten  grains. — Ibid. 


Medical  Miscellany.  —  Mr.  J.  S.  Grimes  is  lecturing  at  Montpelier,  Vt., 
on  phrenology.  An  editorial  notice  says  that  he  is  the  author  of  a  new 
system  of  phrenology,  "  differing  from  that  of  Spurzlieim."  0!  the 
quackery  of  the  age! — Nothing  more  on  animal  magnetism  is  admissible 
into  this  Journal,  unless  it  comes  from  a  more  respectable  source  than 
the  Collver  exhibitions.  The  gentleman,  therefore,  who  forwarded  a  nar- 
rative from  Portland,  must  not  feel  himself  neglected  on  any  other  account. 
—  Smallpox  has  appeared  in  the  neighborhood  of  Woodstock,  Vt. — One 
of  the  jurors  on  the  trial  of  the  celebrated  McLeod,  was  Dr.  Edmond  Al- 
len— thus  showing  that  the  lavv  has  no  objections  to  a  pliysician  as  a  jtiry- 
man,  although  thf>  vulgar  notion  is  extensively  entertained  that  medical 
men  are  not  permitted  to  act  in  that  capacity. — Yellow  fever  was  on  the 
increase,  by  the  last  accounts,  at  Vicksburg — many  new  and  fatal  cases 
were  developed  within  a  few  hours  of  each  other.  The  same  disease  still 
exists  at  New  Orleans,  but  lessened  in  malignity. — The  Military  Hospital 
of  Rome  has  been  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  revised  institution  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem. — At  Val  de  Grace,  Paris,  a  bronze  statue  of  Brous- 
sais  was  erected   and  dedicated,  kwg.  21. — According  to  the  New  York 
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Medical  Gnzot!(\  llic  Follows  of  the  lu.yal  Aciulomy  of  Alfdicinc  nro  so 
noisy  ihiU  ihc  Presidi'iii  is  ()|j|i^r,.(|  i,,  Minl<(.'  a  rackci,  (dlicially,  willi  a  <i:reat 
b(dl.  to  prc>frv(>  order.  Tlir  saiiK- Journal  spi.-aK-.-s  (jf  llie  etiderrriic  inolhod 
of  u.siiig  (jiiiiiiiio,  in  Italy. 


Makuifo,— At  flanovpr,  N.  II.,  on  tlir;  8tli  iiltiino,  Arnolr!  Morfrrm,  M.D.,  of 
Jlarthuid,  V't.,  to  I\Iiss  Fninccs  S  IJccdy,  of  iliiiiovcr.  — At  Nortluinipton,  AIus«., 
])r.  Siiimud  S.mstcad,  to  Miss  II.  Uiitlor. 


Dili.,— At  Ni'w  llartlord  ('oiin..  Dr.  Calvin  Cooko,  :U).— At  Vicksljiirir,  by  yel- 
low fever,  Dr.  K  in<r.  — At  CovtMitry,  (.'otin..  Dr.  Dinid  A  very,  .^0.— At  15mIiii<,rton, 
Dr.  Robert  .Moody,  wlio   was  inst;uitly  kilbMl  by  l)t  in^r  tbrown  froiri  bis  carrl.Hrp. 


NiimIxT  of  (Irntlis  in  Hostoii  fi>r  llic  week  rndiinr  Octolxr  2.'5,  HH.— Mairs,  23  ;  Ft'innlifs,  15.  Stillliorn,  2. 
or  coiisimiptioii,  f)  — iKU-jdiiiial,  I  — i\|iliii.s  (ever,  ■!— dchilily,  3— (InsciiKtv,  I  — liroiicliiiiy,  2— nia- 
rnsiiins,  3-riis,  2  — lull  immaiion  of  tlir  liowcls,  3  — CMiikcr,  1  — Imii,'  (ever,  ]  — old  at:r,  I  — drojisv  in  llie 
licad,  2— clKiJciii  iiillmtuiii,  I— soarlcl  (ever,  1  — iiilLimiiuiloiy  fever,  1— dropsy,  1  — disease  of  the  kid- 
lieys,  1  —  iuliiiitile,  J— unknown,  1. 

ONi:  :Mrj)ir.\L  stcdknt, 

Or-'  correct  moral  liihits.  cn]\  l)c  received  into  a  |i!i\  siciaii's  faiDiiy  on  rcasonaMe  terms  during  llic  en- 
suiiif^  course  of  Medical  Lectures  ill  tlic  city.  Location  couvcnieiit.  Inquire  at  lUe  Medical  Journal 
odice.  O  20—31* 

Boston,  October  18,  1811. 

TIir.MONT-STUKirr    MKDICAI,   SCII()Ol>. 

The  subscribers,  at  their  rooms  in  Treiuont  street,  continue  to  jjive  [lersonal  instruction  to  private  pupils 
as  lieretolore,  in  the  various  branches  of  medicine,  in  connection  with  the  practical  pursuit  of  anatomy, 
and  altendiiiue  on  the  Ma>sacliusetts  General  Hospital,  the  E}  e  and  Ear  Infiriiiarv,  and  the  other  oj)- 
jiortuiiities  belonging;  to  their  school.  .JACOU   Hl(;EI,OW, 

edwaru  ui;v\oi,1)s, 

Jy23— coply  D.  miMPIIIlE VS  STORER, 

OLIVER  VV.  HOLMES. 

MKDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  undersigned  liavc  unil(^d  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  students  in  medicine  and  afTordinir  them  a 
complete  professional  education.     The  following  are  some  of  the  advantages  which  are  oflered. 

Stndenls  will  l)e  admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Genera!  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  tile  Lihrmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.  At  the  Hosjiiial,  Dr.  liowditch  will  deliver  a 
course  of  clinical  lectures;  and  there,  but  more  particularly  at  the  Infirmary,  the  students  will  be 
practised  in  the  phvsical  e\amination  of  ))nlmonar\  diseases. 

Occasional  opportunities  will  be  had  for  private  j)ractice  in  midwifery,  surgery,  &c.,  in  one  of  the 
largest  dispensaries  of  the  city. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  abundant  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
and  stiKlents  may  feel  assured  nothing  will  be  wanting'  in  this  department. 

A  meeiing  of  the  students  for  the  pur|)()se  (if  i(!poitii'jr  cases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, will  be  held  weekly,  under  ihe  superintendence  of  one  ol  the  instrnciers. 

Genliemen,  previous    to    presenting   themselves   for    their   degrees,    will  be  specially  and   minutely 
examined  in  the  different  branches  with  a   view  to  their  creditable  ai)pearunce. 
A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  ftdlows. 

On  Diseases  of  Ihe  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by  .         -         .  .         Dr.  Row  niTCH. 

Materia  Me<iica  and  Cliemistry,  by         -         -         .        .  -         -     1)k    Wii.kv. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine,  by    - Dr.  Sii  ATTicii. 

Descrii>tive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  -         -        Dk.  Rakk.man. 

Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  light,  free  of  expense. 

For  terms,  appiv  to  S.  Parkmau,  i^LD.,  190  Tremont  street. 

H.  L   IJOWDITCH.  G.  C.  SIIATTUCK,  JR. 

O.  13— eoptf  H.  G.  WILEY,  S.  PARKMaN. 
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The  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence,  as  usual,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  con- 
tinue until  the  first  of  March.     The  faculty  is  composed  as  follows  : 

SvMUEL  George  Morton,  M.D.,  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

George  M'CLEi.t,  \x,  M.D.,  Snr:;ery. 

Wii.i.ivM   Rlsii,  M  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

RoBEUT  MiiN  rooMtniv   Riun,  M.D.,  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 

8\MtEi.  M'Ci.ELLAN,  M.D.,  Obsi»trics,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Walter  R.  Joh.nsox,  A..M.,  Chemistry  and  \atural  Philosophy. 
The  C<dlege  possesses   a  spacious  reading  room,  an  eMeiisivc  museum    illustrative  of  the  several 
departments  of  medical  science,  and  well-ventilated  dissecting  rcuims.     Tin;  latter  are  just  completed, 
and  will  aflbrd  every  facility  for  the  nrosecution  of  practical  anatomy. 

S.  22-ep6w  S.  G.  MORTON,  M.P.,  Dean. 
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Thk^k  I.ecturnsi  be;iii»  aniiuitlly  in  llic  Mi-ilicrtl  College,  in  Mjiooii  otreei,  llo.it(jii.  mi  iln-  firai  Wednes- 

diiy  ill  Noveiuber,  and  conliuue  four  luonilis. 

IV  es. 

Aimtoiny  and  0|)erative  Surgery,  by              -             -                 Dr.   VVvufiE!*,  $lo,00 

Mi  Iwilerv  and  .Vl«d.  Jiiiis|»riitleiu-e,  hy                -              -              l)n.  Cuvnmno,  10,00 

Materia  Medica,  by       -----            -       l)n.   HKiKi.uw,  lU.UO 

Priiiciple^  iif  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by              -               Dh.   II  w  vv  viiu,  1(>,00 

Ctieuiislry,  by            -----            -          l)n.   VVkosikh,  15,00 

Tlieury  and  Fiacttce  of  PhyHic  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by          Dit.s.   WMtKand  Bigclow,  15,U0 

At  a  nieeliiiiiof  tlie  Medical  Faculty,  May  29,  18H,  il  was  looted.  Thai  lureafter  t\v(»  full  rourseu  of 
lectures  in  thi.i  scIiodI  be  reiiuired  of  cantlulateti  lor  llie  dei4ree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  IJut  for  one  of 
ihe^e  courses  a  sub.siituie  luay  be  received  in  a  course  of  lectures  at  au\  oilier  medical  institution  in 
vvliicli  the  number  oi  leacherii  is  not  lei>a  lliaii  n\\,  and  in  wliicli  the  lime  occupied  l><  lectures  is  not 
lf:,s  tlirtu  four  nionilis,  WALTEll  CIIANMNG,  Dean. 

Bufiton,  Au^'UHt  21,  1841.  S  l-eptN 

JLl'l'KRSON  MLIUICAL  COLLCC.'i:  OT  I»11IL.\I)1:L1M11.\. 
Session  ok    1H4I— 4"J. 

TiiE  rei^ular  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November. 

llouLKY   DuNGi.isoN,  M.D.,  Trolcssor  of  lustilules  of  .Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
RoutKT  M.  lIusro.N,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  .Medica  and  tJeneral  Therapeiilics. 
JosKiMi  P\.N(:o\.sr,  .M.l).,  Professor  of fJeneral,  l)«'scripiive,  and  Surgical  Analoiiiy. 
J.  K.  MirtiiEi.L,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Practice  of  .Medicine. 
Thomvs  D.  MiirrKH,  .M.D.,  Pnd'essor  ol  lustiiutes  ami  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Chvrle.s  D.  Mkigs,  .M.l).,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  VVoiiitn  and  Children. 
FuvNKi.i.v   BvCiiE,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
On  and  after  the  first  of  October,  the  dissect  iuj;  room  will  be  open,  and  the  Professor  of  Anatomy 
will  uive  his  personal   attendance  thereto.     Clinical  instruction  will  likewise  be  given  at  the  Dispeu- 
sarv  of  llie  t;olle;:e. 

l)urin<;  the  course,  ample  opporluuilies  will  be  afTorded  for  clinical  instruction;  Professors  Diin- 
i;lison,  Huston,  and  Pancoasl  being  medical  oliicers  of  ilie  PhilMdeljihia  Hospital;  Professor  Meigs  of 
the  Peunsv  Ivauia  llospital;  and  Professor  Mutter,  rfuraecm  lo  the  Phiholelphia  Dispensary. 

Professor  l)un'.;lisou  will  lecture  reizularly  on  Clinical  Mediciiie,  and  Professor  Puncoast  on  Clinical 
Sui?ery,  at  the  Philadel.diia  llospitnl,  tinouiihout  the  course. 

.\dJed  to  these  f.i.'ilities,  the  Miiscii n  of  tlu'  Institution  afTords  essential  aid  to  the  student,  by  its 
various  anatomical,  pathobjgical,  and  olisietrittal  |ireparaii(uis  and  drawimrs,  as  well  as  b\  the  diversi- 
fieil  speci  neiis  of  i^etiuine  and  spuridus  articles,  and  plates,  drawinjis,  ttc,  for  illnsiialiii;i  the  materia 
tiiedica.  These,  with  the  numeriius  and  varied  specimens  that  have  been  rtc.entlij  added  from  the 
privite  collections  of  the  mejubers  of  the  facultv,  reiuler  the  Museum  and  Cabinets  more  rich  and 
ttTective  for  the  i)urpose  of  .Medical  Instruction  than  ttiev  have  ever  been. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M  D.^Dran  of  the  Faculty. 

UMVKKSirY    OF    NI,\V    YOIIK  — DKP.MiTiMENT   Ol'    MKDICINC. 

Tiie  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  comineKce  on  the  last  Monday  of  October  iie\t,  and   continue 
until  the  ensuing  March. 

Vvi,t3\ri.NE  .Morr,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
Grvnville  S.ikiii'   PvrrisDN,  M.l).,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
Jj:i\  R3V3MB,  M.D.,  Pmffssor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
MvitrvN  P\iNE,  .M.l).,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 
GuNNiNn  S.   B^Di'onD,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Jon.\   VV.  DuvpEii,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
The  foes  for  a   full  c;)urs>T  of  lectures  amount  to   $10).     Matriculation  fee,  $,).     Respectable  board 
and  lodging  can  be  obtained  at  from  $2,50  to  $3,00  per  week. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  whicli  the  hos|>itals  of  New  York  ofTer  for  clinical  instrnclion,  a  Sunoi- 
cvL  Ci.iNiijiiE  has  been  instituted  in  the  College  bviildiug  under  the  direclion  of  the  Prolessois  of 
Surgery  and  Anatomy.  JOHN   VV.   DRAPER, 

Jy  28 — eoptNl  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 

.MJJANV  mi:dic.\l  coli.ege. 

The  next  annual  session  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  1841,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks. 

Ai.DEN  MvRCn,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

JvMEs  M'N  viQiiTov,  M.D.,  Prof.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
T.  RoMEY.N  Beck,  M.l).,  Prof.  Mateiia  .Medica. 
Erenezer  E^IMONs,  M.l).,  Pr(^f.  Obstetrics  and  Natural  History. 
Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.D.,  Prot".  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
Jvmes  II.  Armshy,  M.D.,  Prof.  Anatomy. 
Thomvs  llu.v,  MI).,  Prof.  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
Amos  Devn,  Esq.,  Prof.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Fees  for  all  the  courses,  $70.     Graduation   fee,  $20.     Matriculation   fee,  $5.     Boarding  from   $2  to 
$3,50  per  week. 

ALDEN  M.\RCH,  M.D  ,  President  of  Faculty. 
Aug.  11— 6w  J.  H.  ARMSBY,  M.D.,  Rep;istrar. 
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CATARRH. 

AHKIMcr.l)    rilOM     I.KCTUni'.S    ON    TIIK    rRINCIHLIOS    AND    PRACTICE    OF    I'lIYSIC,    AT    KrNG'ft 

COM.  KG  K,    LONDON,    KV    DR.    WATSOiV. 

TiiK  inurous  meinhraiies,  in  the  state  of  health,  are  perpetually  moist. 
The  eKhahitlon  of  ihi.s  moisture,  to  a  certain  amount,  and  not  beyond  a 
certain  amount,  con.stilutes  an  essential  part  of  their  healthy  functions. 
Now  their  injlammaiion  (for  I  am  about  to  consider  first  the  in(lamn)alory 
affectiofis  of  the  membrane  of  the  air-passaues  ;  some  of  them,  indeed,  I 
have  alrcach/  disfussed),  I  say  the  innammalion  of  these  mucous  surfaces 
alters  their  ordinaiy  secretion.  An  inflamed  mucous  membrane  is  in  the 
first  instance  r//y ;  its  secretion  is  suspended.  But  this  is  not  the  only 
change  that  takes  place  in  it ;  it  becomes  tumid  also,  swollen,  thicker 
than  befoie  ;  it  is  redder  than  natural  ;  and  its  sensibility  undergoes  a  per- 
ceptible modification.  Pain^  in  mucous  membranes,  is  not  a  common 
phenoMienon  :  for  their  texture  enables  them  to  expand  or  dilate  freely, 
so  that  they  escape  niuch  tension,  and  the  pain  which  is  produced  by 
tension  :  but  their  natural  sensations  are  blunted,  and  new  and  uneasy 
sensations  arise  in  them  ;  sensations  of  heat,  fulness,  itching.  It  happens 
that  we  can  sec  a  portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  that  belongs  to  the 
air-passages  :  and  by  noticing  the  changes  produced  in  it  by  inflammation, 
weinfer  those  which  are  apt  to  take  place  in  the  parts  we  cannot  see. 
We  have  all  often  experienced  in  our  own  [)ersons  an  inflammaloiy  stale 
of  the  memljraiie  lining  the  nasal  cavities  ;  the  schneiderian  meujbrane. 
At  first  the  nostril  is  preternaturally  dry  :  yet  though  it  is  dry,  you  can- 
not breathe  through  it :  it  is  stulfed  up;  not  with  accumulated  mucus, 
but  by  the  mere  swelling  of  the  membrane  :  the  sense  of  smell  is  per- 
verted or  lost;  the  part  is  evidently  red  ;  it  is  tender  also  and  iiriiahle  ; 
the  contact  of  atmospheric  air  a  little  colcl-ror  a  little  less  pure  than  com- 
mon, provokes  sneezing.  The  afieciitjii  exleiuls  often  into  the  frontal 
sinuses  ;  and  headache  and  oppression  ensue  :  or  it  j)asses  into  and  ihrougli 
the  lachrymal  sac,  the  conjunctiva  participates  in  the  inflammation,  the 
])uncta  lachrymalia  become  impervious,  and  the  tears  flow  overthe  cheek. 
And  with  all  this  there  are  sometimes  shiv(>ring  or  cliiHiness  ;  and  the 
pulse,  especially  in  the  evening,  becomes  a  little  more  frequent  than  com- 
mon. There  is  slight  fever.  After  the  unusual  dryness,  the  membrane 
begins  to  secrete  a  thin,  serous  fluid,  having  acrid  properties  :  for  it  red- 
dens and  frets  the  al:e  nasi  and  upper  lip  over  which  it  (lows.  By  degrees, 
this  thin,  serous  fluid  becomes  thicker,  and  as  it  becomes  thicker,  it  be- 
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comes  less  inltatlii^  also,  more  viscid,  opaque  and  yellow  :  the  swelling 
of  the  nieinbiane  diminishes;  it  is  less  raw  and  sensitive.  At  length  the 
secretion  resumes  its  natural  fptaliti/^awLl  is  reduccnl  to  its  natural  quantity 
a«^ain  ;  and  the  tumefaction  of  the  membrane  entirely  disappeai-s.  This 
is  the  course  of  what  is  popularly  called  a  cold  in  the  head.  VVlien  the 
deduxion  Irom  the  nasal  memhrane  is  considerable,  systematic  writers  call 
the  complaint  coryza ;  when  it  is  attended  with  much  pain  and  weight 
about  the  frontal  sinuses,  it  is  named  gravedo.  It  is  a  variety  of  ca- 
tarrh. In  catarrh,  sometimes  one  part,  and  sometimes  the  whole,  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  air-passa:j,es  suffers  inflammation.  If  the  dis- 
order goes  down  into  the  lutii^s,  it  is  said  to  be  a  cold  in  the  chest ;  or, 
frotn  one  of  the  most  proininent  of  its  symptoms,  a  cough:  in  medical 
language,  bronchitis.  It  sometimes  travels  fiom  one  part  of  the  membrane 
to  another.  Beginning,  for  example,  in  the  nose,  it  gradually  creeps 
down  into  the  wind-pipe  and  lungs.  Sometimes  the  inflammatory  condi- 
tion passes  from  the  throat  into  the  Eustachian  tubes,  and  produces  deaf- 
ness ;  or  down  the  gullet  and  to  the  stomach,  causing  (jualmish  or  other 
uneasy  sensations,  and  a  loss  of  appetite.  And  occasionally  this  order 
appears  to  be  reversed.  There  are  some  persons  who  will  tell  you  that 
whenever  anything  disagrees  with  their  stomach,  wheiiever  dyspepsia  is 
produced  by  some  error  in  diet,  the)  are  sure  to  have  catarrh. 

Now  I  have  adverted  to  this  cold  in  the  head,  or  coryza,  because  the 
phenomena  which  are  open  to  our  inspection  in  the  schneiderian  mem- 
brane take  place  also,  no  doubt,  in  the  bronchial.  The  membrane  is  first 
dry,  and  tumid  and  irritable;  the  uneasv  sensations  of  which  it  is  the  seat 
prompt  to  the  action  of  coughing.  The  chest  feels  tight,  stuffed,  con- 
stricted. There  is  some  hoarseness,  and  a  sense  of  roughness  and  sore- 
ness in  the  windpipe  ;  and  a  dry  cough,  which  seems  to  arise  from  some 
irritation  about  the  glottis.  Sometimes,  with  these  symptoms,  pains  in  the 
limbs,  like  the  pains  of  rheumatism,  occur  ;  the  appetite  is  impaired  ;  the 
patient  is  thirsty  ;  and  a  general  lassitude  Is  felt  all  over  the  body. 

But  what  effect  has  the  altered  state  of  the  membrane  upon  the  sounds 
elicited  by  percussion  ;  or  heard  within  the  chest,  by  the  ear,  during  res- 
piration ?  Why  it  brings  us  acquainted  at  once  with  two  remarkable 
modifications  of  the  natural  sound  of  breathing. 

When  you  listen  to  the  breathing  of  a  healthy  person,  you  hear,  as 
the  breath  goes  in  and  out,  but  especially  as  it  goes  in,  a  smooth  and 
gentle  rush — the  respiratonj  murmur,  or  the  vesicular  breathing.  But 
when  the  inner  surface  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  of  their  ramifications, 
is  preternaturally  dry,  and  tumid,  this  sound  is  altered  :  you  hear  a  hissing, 
or  wheezing,  or  whistling,  as  the  breath  goes  in  and  out  ;  and  this  is  tech- 
nically called  sibilus :  or  you  hear  a  deeper  note,  a  snoring  noise,  as  the 
patient  inspires  or  expires — a  sound  like  the  cooing  of  a  pigeon,  or  the 
bass  note  of  a  violin,  or  the  droning  hum  of  an  insect  in  its  flight;  and 
this  is  called  rhonchus.  These  two,  in  their  various  modifications,  con- 
stitute the  dry  sounds  of  respiration  ;  they  have  no  relation  to  the  voice 
or  to  the  cou^h. 

After  a  while  the  inflamed  membrane  begins  again  to  pour  out  fluid  ; 
but  it  is  not  the  thin,  bland,  moderate  exhalation  of  health ;  it  is  a  glairy, 
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saltish,  transparent  liquid,  llko  wlilte  of  egg  somewhat ;  and  if  it  be  ex- 
piu'toratc'd  only  alUM*  inucii  congliing.  it  will  he  frothy  also,  i.  c.  it  will 
coiilaiii  many  hiihhics  of  air  cnlanglcd  in  it.  It  is  a  striniry,  tenacious 
tlnid,  and  the  more  so  in  proportion  to  the  iiUcnsity  ol  the  indarnmation. 
With  this  new  eondilion  of  the  nuMnhraiK^,  we  have  new  sounds — sounds 
which  result  from  the  j)assage  of  air  through  a  rKpiid  ;  sounds  which  are 
occasioned  hy  the  formation  and  bursting,  in  rapid  succession,  of  nu- 
merous little  air-huhhles.  These  sounds  are  called  crepitations.  This 
process  may  take  |)la(;e  in  the  larger  air-tubes,  or  it  may  takci  j)Iace  in 
the  smaller,  or  in  l)oth.  In  the  larger  tubes  the  bubbles  will  b(;  larger, 
and  the  ear  can  readily  distinguish  this;  we  have  large  crepitation.  In 
the  smaller  air-tubes  we  have,  in  the  same  vvay,s;«a//  crepitation.  There 
is  no  diiference  between  these  sounds,  except  in  degree;  and  they  gra- 
duate insensibly  into  each  other.  But  there  is  a  considerable  dilFerence 
in  the  nature  of  the  intimations  which  their  well-marked  varieties  convey. 
If  there  be  merely  large  crepitation,  without  any  other  morbid  sound,  it 
is  produced  in  the  larger  tubes.  Air  passes,  notwithstanding,  into  the 
vesicular  structure  beyond  the  accumulated  liquid  ;  and  vesicular  breath- 
ing exists,  though  perhaps  it  cannot  be  heard,  on  account  of  the  crepita- 
tion. But  the  state  of  tlie  patient  is  not  a  state  of  peril.  On  the  other 
hand,  sniall  crepitation  has  its  seat  in  the  smaller  air-tubes  and  cells  ;  it 
supersedes  the  vesicular  breathing,  and,  if  extensive,  it  bespeaks  con- 
siderable danger. 

Rlionchus  and  large  crepitation  are  respectively  the  dry  and  moist 
sounds  that  belong  to  the  larger  bronchi ;  sibilus  and  small  crepitation 
the  dry  and  moist  sounds  of  the  smaller  branches.  When  the  latter 
sounds  are  heard  over  a  considerable  part  of  the  chest,  there  is,  1  say, 
usually  a  good  deal  of  distress,  dyspnoea  and  cough  ;  and  the  fever  which 
attends  the  local  inflammation  is  at  its  height.  By-and-by  the  expecto- 
ration becomes  opaque,  and  more  consistent,  and  of  a  greenish  or  yel- 
lowish color;  it  is  brought  up  with  more  ease;  the  crepitation,  great  and 
small,  diminishes  ;  perhaps  rhonchus  re-appears:  but  at  last  the  parts  re- 
turn to  their  original  condition  ;  and  the  natural,  smooth,  equable  rustle 
of  the  breathins:  is  ao;ain  everywhere  audible. 

These  are  all  the  morbid  sounds  to  which  active  and  recent  inflamma- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air-passages  ever  gives  rise:  rhon- 
chus and  sibilus  ;  large  and  small  crepitation.  I  may  mention  here,  that 
as  crepitation  results  from  the  passage  of  air  amongst  and  through  liquid, 
from  the  rupture  of  the  little  air-bubbles  so  produced,  the  kind  of  liquid 
may  vary.  If  the  air,  in  going  and  returning,  meets  with  serum,  or  with 
pus,  or  with  blood,  it  will  occasion  exactly  the  same  bubbling  noise. 
Hence  the  French  term  for  what  1  have  been  calling  crepitation,  viz., 
mucous  rattle,  is  very  objectionable.  From  the  sound  itself,  we  cannot 
tell  w  hether  it  proceeds  from  miuiis  or  from  some  other  rujuid  jiresent  in 
the  air-passages  ;  and  from  this  objection  the  word  crepitation,  whatever 
exce|)tion  may  be  taken  against  it  on  other  accounts,  is  hee. 

I  will  now  resume  the  history  of  catarrh.  It  implies  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air-passages;  and  it  receives  different  ap- 
pellations, according  to  the   district  of  that  membrane  which    it  chiefly 
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plagues  ;    gravedo,  in    the  frontal    sinuses ;    coryza,  in  the  schneiHerian 
menjhrane  of  the  nose;   bronchitis,  in  the  trachea  and  hui^s. 

Catarrh  is  the  coiniuoiiest  of  all  disorders.  Not  one  man  in  ten  thou- 
sand passes  a  winter  without  having  a  co/r/of  some  soit.  And  this  name 
points  to  iis  ordinary  cause;  cold  somehow  applied  to  the  hody.  It  does 
not  always  or  often  result,  1  apprehend,  from  cold  air  hronght  into  con- 
tact with  the  membrane  itself,  in  the  process  of  breathing  ;  but  fron^  cold, 
and  especially  from  cold  and  wet,  a[)plied  to  the  external  integument. 
Catarrh  is  usually  a  mild  disorder,  and  runs  its  course  in  a  few  days,  if 
abstinence  be  observed  with  respect  to  animal  food  and  stimulating  fujuor, 
and  if  the  patient  remains  in  an  equable  temperature,  and  avoids  re-expo- 
sure to  the  cause  of  his  malady.  I  am  now  s|)eaking  of  the  milder  forms 
of  catarrh.  We  are  not  often  consulted  for  this  complaint.  Every  man, 
in  regard  to  a  cold,  thinks  himself  (jualitied  to  be  his  own  doctor.  But  if 
you  are  consulted,  keep  your  patient  in  the  house,  or  even  in  bed  ;  let 
liim  live  upon  slops  ;  give  him  a  gentle  aperient,  and  then  some  of  those 
medicines  which  are  esteemed  to  be  dia[)horetic  :  small  doses  of  Janies's 
powder ;  three  drachms  of  the  liquor  ammonia)  acelatis,  with  a  drachu)  of 
the  spiritus  Etheris  nitricus,  and  an  ounce  of  cami)hor  mixture  ;  or  a  saline 
draught  with  an  excess  of  alkali,  and  a  few  grains  of  nitre,  or  a  little  anti- 
monial  wine  ;  three  or  four  times  a  day  :  and  let  him  take  four  or  five 
grains  of  Dover's  powder,  and  put  his  feet  and  legs  into  a  warm  bath, 
just  before  he  goes  to  bed.  Jn  this  way  you  may  conduce  to  his 
recovery,  and  he  may  be  6imj)le  enough  to  believe  that  you  have  cured 
him. 

Yet  I  believe  catarrhs  may  sometimes  be  cured:  and  the  natural  re- 
covery from  them  ma  1/  be,  sometimes,  £icce\eri\te.d.  If  you  practise  the 
old  maxim,  which  says,  "  venienti  occui-rite  morbo,"  you  may  occasion- 
ally stop  a  cold  on  [he  threshold,  as  it  were,  by  an  opiate.  And  to  per- 
sons who  are  habitually  troubled  with  slight  catarrhs,  this  piece  of  prac- 
tice may  prove  of  the  greatest  value.  A  medical  man  who  resides  in  this 
neighborhood,  and  with  whom  I  was  a  fellow-student,  is  exceerlingly  sub- 
ject to  what  he  calls  a  snivelling  cold.  For  many  yeais  he  used  to  bear 
this  as  he  best  might  :  and  that,  to  say  the  truth,  was  very  ill  and  impa- 
tiently. On  one  occasion,  almost  by  accident,  he  took  twenty  dro|)s  of 
laudanum  just  as  one  of  his  colds  was  beginning  to  torment  him  ;  and  he 
found  that  the  initiatory  symptoms  ceased.  Since  that  time  he  has  con- 
stantly had  recourse  to  the  opiate  under  similar  circumstances ;  and 
whereas  he  used  formerly  to  be  very  miserable  for  three  or  (bur  days,  he 
is  now  quite  well  and  comfortable  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour.  And 
this  is  not  a  solitary  case.  It  is  worth  tiying,  if  you  experience  the  feel- 
ings of  an  incipient  catarrh,  to  go  to  bed,  and  to  take  a  beaker  of  hot- 
wine  negus,  with  a  tablespoonful  of  the  syrup  of  pop[)ies  in  it.  This 
will  not  suit  every  person  ;  but  if  it  fails  on  the  first  trial,  it  need  not  be 
repeated,  and  no  great  harm,  beyond  an  increase  of  headache,  will  be 
done  by  it.  I  would  not  recommend  this  plan,  however,  to  a  plethoric 
person;  nor  to  any  one  having  a  tendency  to  inflanniiatory  disease;  for 
when  it  does  not  cure,  it  makes  the  complaint  worse. 

There  is  also  a  period  in  catarrh  which  has  gone  on  unciiecked,  when 
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you  may  arcchM'alc.'  its  (Icparliiro — '•' spt'ctl  llic  f^oiiif.^  fjucsl  " — by  a  good 
diiiiKM",  and  an  extra  glass  or  two  of  w  inc.  But  this  pleasant  melhod  is 
srarci'ly  to  l)t?  advised  for  pcMsoiis  of  delicate  lialiits  ;  or  in  whom  any 
phlliisieal  tendency  is  suspceied  to  exist  ;  or  wlio  art^  prone  to  inflamma- 
tion. And  it  is  not  to  he  tried  with  any  one  till  die  fever  is  over,  and  the 
expectoration  thick  and  loose. 

I  nuist  not  omit  to  mention  the  dry  plan  of  cure;  although  (I  confess 
it  with  some  sliame)  I  have  never  yet  tried  it  either  u|)on  myselfor  upon 
others.  Dr.  C.  .J.  J3.  Williams,  who  invent(;d  it  1  believe,  has  a  high 
opinion  of  its  enicacy.  It  certaiidy  has  the  meiit  of  simplicity,  for  it 
consists  luerelv  in  the  abstinence  from  every  kind  of  drink.  j\o  rnjuid, 
or  next  to  none,  is  to  be  swallowed  until  the  disorder  is  gone.  The  prin- 
ciple here  concerned  is  that  of  cutting  off  the  supply  of  watery  materials 
to  the  blood.  The  wants  of  the  system  exhaust,  from  the  circulating  fluid, 
all  that  can  be  spared  for  the  natural  evacuations  ;  and  there  is  nothing 
left  to  feed  the  unnatural  secretion  froui  the  inflanied  mucous  membrane. 
Its  capillary  vessels  cease  to  be  congested;  the  morbid  flux  is  diverted, 
and  the  inflammation  is  starved  away.  Such  is  the  theory.  Habitual 
topers  njight  hold  the  remedy  to  be  worse  than  the  disease  ;  but  Dr.  Wil- 
liams assures  us  that  the  necessary  privation  is  not  very  hard  to  bear, 
and  that  it  achieves  a  cure,  upon  an  average,  in  forty-eight  hours.  He 
allows,  without  advising,  a  tablespoonful  of  tea  or  milk  for  the  morning 
and  evenins:  meals,  and  a  wine-o;lass  of  water  at  bed-time. 

One  great  advantage  of  this  plan  is,  that  it  does  not  require  confine- 
ment to  bed,  or  to  the  house.  The  man  whose  business  calls  him  abroad, 
may,  with  appropriate  clothing,  pursue  his  customary  employment,  and 
his  cure  is  all  the  while  going  on.  In  fact,  exercise,  inasmuch  as  it  pro- 
motes perspiration,  helps  the  recovery  ;  whereas  the  system  of  warm 
drinks  and  diaphoietics  renders  the  body  more  susceptible  to  atmospheric 
vicissitudes  ;  and,  to  be  effectual,  implies  restrictions  which  are  oftentimes 
extremely  inconvenient. 

Dr.  Williams  observes,  that  while  this  dry  treatment  is  serviceable  in 
catarrhal  bronchitis,  it  is  most  successful  in  coryza,  the  snivelling  cold  in 
the  head.  It  must  be  put  in  force  in  the  very  commencement  of  the 
disorder. 

You  may  often  do  much  by  w^ay  of  prevention,  for  persons  wbo  are 
unusually  liable  to  take  colds.  I  have  remarked  before  upon  the  great 
value  of  the  shower  bath  for  that  purpose.  I  could  mention  several  in- 
stances in  which  persons  have  got  rid  of  the  tendency  to  catch  cold  by 
the  habitual  adoption  of  this  measure.  It  should  be  begun  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  used  tepid  at  first;  but  in  a  short  time  quite  cold  water  may  be 
employed;  and  being  once  begun,  the  practice  may  be  continued  through 
the  winter.  1  stated  formerly,  that  the  effect  of  exposure  to  cold  was, 
cceteris  paribus,  in  proportion  to  the  intensity  of  the  duration  of  the  sen- 
sation of  cold  that  it  prorluced.  The  intensity  of  the  sensation  of  cold 
undei'  the  shower  hath  is  considerable,  but  the  duration  of  it  is  momen- 
tary. It  operates  as  a  prophylactic  in  this  way  :  it  inures  the  surface  to 
a  lower  temperature  than  it  is  likely  to  be  subjected  to  at  any  other  part 
of  the  day.     The  lesser  degrees  of  cold  have  then  no  injurious  effect,  un- 
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less  they  are  long  protracted.  F'or  those  who  cannot  procure  a  showcr- 
baih,  or  who  cannot  bear  its  shock,  cold  sponging  will  be  found  exceed- 
ingly salutary. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


FATAL   CASE   OF   KMI'YEMA. 

BV      WILLIAM      THOMAS      BOKTHWICK,      ESSKX. 

Mary  Ann  Bateman,  aged  19,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  admitted  under 
Dr.  Corbet,  on  the  13th  of  July.  From  her  occupation,  which  was 
that  of  a  pea-picker,  she  had  been  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
weather,  working  almost  constantly  in  the  o|)en  fields,  and  from  her 
wretched  poverty,  obliged  to  rest  in  barns  and  out-houses  during  the  nii,dit, 
with  but  a  scanty  supply  of  clothing.  She  stated  that  for  some  months 
she  had  been  laboring  under  an  affection  of  the  chest,  which  for  three 
weeks  previous  to  her  admission  had  incaj)acilated  her  from  following  her 
occupation. 

When  admitted  she  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  chest,  and  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  accompanied  with  a  short,  dry  cough,  and  an  uneasy 
sensation  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  increased  on  pressure  :  her  pulse 
was  100;  her  bowels  constipated,  and  tongue  furred.  She  had  had  no 
appearance  of  menstrual  discharge  since  the  commencement  of  her  illness. 
The  treatment  adopted  was  venesection  to  sixteen  ounces,  purgative 
medicines  and  low  diet. 

She  appeared  to  obtain  considerable  relief  from  the  bleeding,  which 
was  repeated,  and  in  a  few  days  was  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to 
leave  her  bed.  Gradually,  however,  the  pectoral  symptoms  returned, 
accompanied  with  rigors,  anct  despite  the  most  active  treatment  continued 
to  increase.  In  the  beginning  of  September,  the  period  at  which  I  first 
visited  her,  she  was  laboring  under  the  most  distressing  dyspnoea,  unable 
to  maintain  the  recumbent  posture  more  than  a  few  minutes  ;  ])ainfully 
anxious  ;  restless  during  the  night ;  her  pulse  rapid  and  feeble ;  her 
strength  prostrated,  and  her  appetite  lost.  There  was  a  preternatural 
change  in  the  shape  of  the  chest,  the  right  side  being  considerably  ex- 
panded and  quiescent,  respiration  being  apparently  maintained  altogether 
by  the  left  lung.  There  was  also  a  dull  sound  on  percussion,  and  a  total 
absence  of  respiratory  murmur.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  two  circum- 
scribed tumors  made  their  appearance  externally  ;  one  between  the  second 
and  third  ribs,  and  the  other  between  the  seventh  and  eighth,  accompa- 
nied with  oedema  ;  and  on  pressing  on  them  alternately,  the  fingers  of 
one  hand  being  applied  to  the  upi)er  swelling,  and  those  of  the  other  to 
the  lower,  distinct  fluctuation  was  observable;  justifying  the  diagnosis  at 
which  we  had  previously  arrived,  that  there  was  an  extensive  collection 
of  fluid  within  the  cavity  of  the  chest. 

On  the  following  day  (Sept.  12),  Mr.  Jordison,  of  South  Ockendon, 
who  had  previously  seen  the  case,  was  called  into  consultation,  and  we 
determined  on  puncturing  the  chest;  but  from  an  objection  on  the  part 
of  the  patient  the  operation  was  delayed.  In  the  mean  time  expectora- 
tion supervened,  but  without  affording  any  relief  to  her  sufferings,  and  as 
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it  was  evident   tlu;   fnrl   was  siiikiii's  it  was  tlioiiizlit  prudent  to  abandon 
tli(^  operation  allo^ctlKM'.      Sin;  died  on  llic  I  Dili. 

Jnsj/t'cdo  (\i(l(tviris. — This  took  place.'  on  the  followinji;  day,  I\lr.  Jor- 
(lison,  Dr.  Corbet  and  myself,  bein;^  prc^sent.  On  opening  the  chest,  the 
liijjhl  cavity  was  fonnd  (illcd  with  an  enormous  (juantity  of  pus  (seven  or 
eii^ht  pints),  which  f]()W(>d  out  freely  lh(3  moment  the  steriunn  and  carli- 
la<;es  of  the  ribs  were  raised.  The  cyst  m  which  it  was  contained  was 
of  a  greyish,  marbled  appearance,  formed  apparently  by  a  thin  layer  of 
the  outer  sinface  of  the  lung,  the  remainder  of  whicdi  was  completely  ab- 
sorbed, exce|)t  a  portion  of  the  root,  of  about  lialf  the  l)ulk  of  the  hand. 
The  pleura  pnlmonalis  was  firmly  adherent  to  the  pleura  costalis,  and 
both  much  thickened.  Opposite  the  ])oints  where  tbe  tumors  bad  pre- 
sented externally,  ulceration  had  taken  place,  extending  in  the  upper  situa- 
tion throufrh  the  intercostal  muscles.  The  extremities  of  the  bronchial 
tubes  were  found  blocked  up  with  coagulating  lymph  ;  thus  accounting 
for  a  remarkable  feature  in  the  case,  the  absence  of  expectoiation  :  this 
symptom,  as  I  have  noticed,  not  having  presented  itself  until  a  few  days 
before  death,  and  then  only  in  a  moderate  degree.  The  left  lung  was 
perfectly  healthy  ;  but  a  considerable  elTusion  of  serum  was  found  in  the 
cavity  of  the  corresponding  pleura.  The  pericardium  was  also  filled 
with  serous  fluid  ;  and  there  was  a  large  deposit  of  fibrine  on  the  outer 
surface  of  the  heart,  otherwise  that  organ  was  in  its  normal  state.  No 
change  was  observable  among  the  abdominal  viscera,  with  the  exception 
of  a  considerable  enlargement  of  the  liver  ;  partly  the  result  of  hyper- 
trophy of  structure,  and  partly  of  congestion  of  the  bepatic  veins. — 
London  Lancet. 


DOUBLE  VARUS   COiNGENITUS— SUCCESSFUL   OPERATION 

BV    JOHN    B.    BROWN,    M.D.,    BOSTON. 
[Communicated   for   the    Boston    Medical   and    Surgical  Journal.] 

INIiss  E.  A.  Sawti^.ll,  a^t.  10,  entered  tbe  Orthopedic  Infirmary  in  Bos- 
ton, May  9th,  1S40.  Slie  has  double  varus  congenitus  of  tbe  third  de- 
gree ;  left  foot  the  worst ;  botb  feet  are  turned  in  to  nearly  a  right  angle 
with  the  legs.  She  rests  her  weight,  when  she  stands  or  walks,  on  the 
outside  of  the  feet  and  the  external  ankle,  the  sole  looking  upward. 
As  she  steps,  one  foot  goes  over  the  other.     (See  figs.  2  and  4.) 

May  14.  Divided  the  tendo-Acliillis  in  both  feet,  and  the  tibialis  anti- 
cus  in  the  left  foot,  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  J.  Randall  and  E.  W.  Leach. 

July  30.  It  is  now  rather  more  than  six  weeks  since  these  feet  were 
operated  upon.  They  are  both  very  much  improved,  and  she  walks  very 
well.  The  right  foot  has  improved  faster  than  tbe  left.  There  a[)pears 
to  be  a  thickeninf!;  of  the  sheath  of  the  heel  cord,  which  jirevenls  the 
heel  from  being  brought  down.  Re-divided,  this  day,  the  tendo-Achillis, 
together  with  its  sheath.  She  returned  home  in  about  twelve  weeks 
from  tbe  time  she  came  to  the  Infirmary.  Her  feet  are  as  represented 
in  fissures  1  and  3. 
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Double  Varus  Congtnitas — Optratiun. 
Fig.  1.  *'*"    ^• 


After  IVIiss  Sawtell's  return  home,  tlie  follovviniij  favorable  notice  of  the 
case  appeared  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  communi- 
cated by  her  physician,  Dr.  Wilder,  of  Groton,  INlass. 

"Miss  Sawtell,  of  Groton,  set.  10,  general  health  good,  muscles  well 
developed,  had  what  is  termed  double  varus  of  the  third  degree,  as  bad 
as  it  could  well  be,  as  the  feet  were  nearly  vertical.  The  point  of  sup- 
port was  the  outer  ankle,  nearly  up  to  the  end  of  the  fibula,  and  the 
foot  so  completely  turned  that  the  sole  looked  nearly  upwards.  The 
unnatural  points  of  support  were  most  of  the  lime  so  much  inflamed 
as  to  be  very  painful,  and  many  times  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  sleep. 
Walking,  or  rather  hobbling,  was  exceedingly  difficult  and  painful,  pre- 
cluding all  expectation  of  her  limbs  ever  being  of  much  service  to  he'. 
Ujion  being  informed  of  the  improvements  in  surgery,  and  of  the  ski  I 
and  success  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Brown,  of  Boston,  her  fiiends  determined  to 
place  her  under  his  care,  which  they  did   the  14th  of  May  last,  where 
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slic  it'inaiiicd  imlil  lli(»  '2-h\  of  Ai\;mis(,  when  slic  rcliiiiK'd  wllli  lici'  feet 
enliri'ly  (:hani;('(l,  so  lliut  she  |)hic(;(l  the  solw  of  ihc  foot  ixTlbclly  upon 
llic  lloor,  wiili  tho  soh's  in  ihi;  posiiion  they  should  bo,  in  rchition  lo  the 
liiiil),  lU'ilhiM'  ill  nor  out  too  much.  WMicn  tho  uiusclcs  :ui(l  tendons  have 
had  liiiic  (o  heconie  ;iceusl()Mied  to  iheir  present  posiiion,  :in(l  rei^ain  (idl 
slreni^lh,  1  ihmk  it  will  he  a  case  ol  conipleU;  success,  and  that  sli(3  will 
not  only  walk  will)  case,  hut  elegance.  A.    II.   \Viim>i:k,  M.D." 


FUNGUS   II^iMATODES. 

[The   followinij;  case  of  fun<,ais  hrcmatodcs,  in  which  amputation,  thou^di 
at  first  apparently  successful,  did  not  lon<j;   save   the  life  of  the  p;itient,  is 
related  in   the   London   Medical   Gazette    by  T.  Abraham,   a   surgeon   of 
London.] 

A  young  lady,  aged  20,  in  the  auluinn  of  last  year,  hurt  her  knee  by 
a  fall,  but  did  not  feel  much  of  it  at  the  lime,  and  continued  to  walk 
without  much  inconvenience  for  about  six  weeks  afterwards,  when  the 
joint  became  very  painful  on  being  moved  or  pressed  upon.  It  gradually 
enlarged  all  round,  but  v.as  not  discolored.  Darting  and  lancinating 
pains  were  at  length  felt  in  the  joint  and  lower  half  of  the  femur,  which 
much  harassed  and  distressed  her  day  and  night.  In  this  state  I  found 
her  on  the  15th  of  January  last,  when  requested  to  attend  the  case  with 
JVIr.  Bateman,  who  had  been  previcjusly  assisted  by  Sii' Benjamin  Brodie. 

Jt  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  your  space  in  detailing  the  treatment; 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  pains  were  mitigated  in  a  few  days,  but  every 
attempt  to  cure  or  suspend  the  progress  of  the  disease  proved  useless. 
The  swelling  on  each  side  and  in  front  of  the  joint  daily  increased,  pre- 
senting a  soft  and  elastic  feel,  with  an  obscure  sense  of  fluctuation.  INIr. 
Bateman  and  I  now  considered  that,  as  the  disease  was  progressing,  but 
confined  to  the  limb,  and  the  patient's  health  rapidly  giving  wav,  ampu- 
tation was  the  only  m(;ans  of  checking  it :  in  this  opinion  we  w  ere  after- 
wards corroborated  by  Sir  B.  Brodie. 

On  February  27th  am|)utation  was  performed  about  two-thirds  up  the 
femur;  this  being  rendered  necessary  by  the  extensive  disease  of  that 
bone.  On  laying  open  the  joint  after  amputation,  a  large  ha^matoid  tu- 
mor, or  substance  resembling  coagulated  blood  intersected  by  cellular 
strata,  was  found  in  it,  and  the  lower  half  of  the  femur  carious,  in  which, 
most  probably,  the  tumor  originated.  In  about  two  months  the  stump 
was  healed,  and  the  patient  gradually  improved  in  health,  so  as  to  be 
able  for  a  few  weeks  to  take  carriage  exercise,  and  visit  her  friends.  In 
the  beginning  of  July,  however,  she  was  very  ill,  and  it  was  discovered 
that  effusion  into  the  left  side  of  the  chest  had  taken  place.  On  the  8lh 
of  August  she  expired. 

A  post-mortem  examination  having  been  permitted  by  her  friends,  it 
has  set  at  rest  any  doubt  that  may  previously  have  been  entertained  as 
to  tlie  nature  of  the  complaint.  iMy  friend  Mr.  Blyth  (Mr.  Bateman 
being  from  home)  and  i  found  about  two  quarts  of  serum  in  the  left  side 
of  the  chest,  extensive  pleuritic  adhesions,  the  whole  of  the  left  lung  con- 
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verted  into  an  enceplialoid  mass,  \veit;l)ini;  about  two  pounds,  of  a  reddish- 
wliite  hue,  (nnrecon^islt^iit  than  brain,  and  greasy  to  the  touch.  The  heart 
(loreed  into  tlie  right  side  ol  the  chest)  was  suiall  and  |)ide  ;  the  parietes 
thill,  the  valves  sound  ;  the  right  huig  was  much  compressed,  and  thickly 
studded  with  calcareous  deposits.  No  disease  was  found  in  the  abdomen. 
The  above  statement  is  forwarded  as  additional  evidence  (if  any  be 
wanted)  of  fungus  ha^matodes,  or  medullary  sarcoma,  Ijeing  dependent  on 
a  morbid  condition  of  the  blood,  and  of  its  re-[)roduction  and  rapid  growth 
in  another  part  after  it  had  beeii  removed  from  its  primary  seat. 


COMPRESSION   IN   THE   TREATMENT   OF   MAMMARY    ABSCESSES. 

BV    MM.    TROUSSEAU     AND     CONTOUR. 

In  this  memoir  there  are  two  distinct  parts  ;  one  devoted  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  abscesses  of  the  breast,  the  other  intended  to  recal  the  attention 
of  practitioners  to  a  curative  means  too  much  neglected  in  their  treatment, 
namt^ly,  compression.  The  followincj  is  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be 
applied: — It  is  to  be  accomplished  by  strips  of  plaster,  broad,  and  suffi- 
ciently long  to  go  several  times  round  the  body.  The  surgeon,  standing 
by  the  side  of  the  patient,  must  first  fix  one  of  the  extremities  of  tlie 
strip  at  about  the  middle  of  the  back,  then  carry  it  towards  the  side  of 
the  chest,  then  pass  it  over  the  breast,  beginning  at  the  lowest  part,  then 
obliquely  from  below  upwards  to  the  outer  third  of  the  clavicle  on  the 
healthy  side,  and  then  obliquely  downwards  across  the  back,  so  as  to 
cover  the  extremity  of  the  slip  already  fixed.  Following  this  course 
several  times,  he  must  take  care  that  the  portion  of  the  band  applied 
each  time  covers  the  two  upper  thirds  of  the  pieceding  turn.  But  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  if  the  bandage  is  always  carried  in  the  same  direction, 
the  breast  cannot  be  completely  covered  ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  its  several  turns  go  across  the  clavicle  of  the  healthy  side,  the  move- 
ments of  the  shoulders  would  tend  to  displace  it,  and  the  lower  part  of 
the  breast  might  soon  be  uncovered.  Other  strips  of  plaster  are  there- 
fore applied,  which,  proceeding  from  the  anterior  and  upper  part  of  the 
abdomen,  ascend,  crossing  the  first  obliquely  ;  then  pass  under  the  axilla, 
and  return,  afier  passing  over  the  posterior  part  of  the  chest,  to  the  part 
where  they  were  first  applied,  and  then  are  carried  again  along  the  same 
track,  covering  each  time  the  two  ujijier  thirds  of  the  strip  last  ap- 
plied. The  breast  is  thus  completely  covered  by  the  bandage,  which  is 
prevented  from  rising  by  this  last  described,  wliich  ought  to  cover  only  the 
upper  part  of  the  breast. 

To  compression  thus  employed  the  authors  attribute  many  advantages. 
In  the  first  place,  it  immediately  relieves  the  pain  ;  it  combats  and  di- 
minishes the  inflammatory  engorgement,  at  whatever  period  it  is  applied. 
When  employed  after  opening  the  abscess,  it  decidedly  favors  the  evacua- 
tion. And  although  when  employed  too  long,  at  a  period  when  the  pro- 
cess of  suppuration  is  active,  it  might  have  the  disadvantage  of  making 
the  pus  extend  over  a  large  surfiice,  yet  this  may  be  avoided  by  remov- 
ing the  bandages  at  a  time  when  it  is  probable  that  matter  has  fairly 


iStaiistlcs  of  Amputation.  211 

foniicd.  II  tills  l)(^  (lone,  imd  the  abscess  opened,  ilie  l)andnp;es  may  be 
au;aii]  applied,  alter  two  or  three  days'  ponlliein"^,  with  /^ood  effeet. — 
Jjomlon  Medical  (iazcdc,  from  J>>ur.  dcs  Connais.  Med.  illdruriricalcs. 
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STATISTICS  OF   AMPUTATION. 

In  last  week's  Jonrnal  was  a  paper  of  e.xtraordinary  interest,  by  Prof. 
Trowbridge,  late  of  the  Willonghhy  University,  Ohio,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  he  has  performed  amputalion  of  the  thigh  in  eighty-five  cases — 
a  larger  number,  probably,  than  has  occurred  in  the  private  practice  of 
any  other  surgeon  in  the  United  Slates.  Dr.  Trowbridge,  it  must  be  kept 
in  mind,  has  never  been  connected  with  a  hospital,  but  exclusively  at  the 
service  of  the  public  as  a  private  practitioner  of  surgery.  If  he  were  to 
narrate  some  of  the  individuMi  cases  which  have  come  under  his  eye, 
since  the  settlement  of  the  Black-river  country,  as  it  is  familiarly  called, 
where  he  has  generally  resided,  there  would  be  much  to  equal  the  graphic 
stories  in  the  popular  Diary  of  a  Physician,  as  well  as  to  instruct  other 
practitioners  of  surgery.  To  have  travelled  over  the  vast  extent  of  coun- 
try to  which,  we  understand,  Dr.  Trowbridge  has  been  called,  by  day  and 
night,  amongst  the  poor  as  well  as  rich,  for  thirty-four  successive  years, 
is  extraordinary  in  itself — and  doubtless  very  many  of  his  capital  opera- 
lions  have  been  performed  under  circumstances  the  most  inconvenient  and 
discouraging.  The  present  race  of  sumeons  will  know  but  little  of  the 
privations  and  hardships  of  the  old  school  of  operators  now  passing-  away. 
Another  important  feature  in  regard  to  Dr.  Trowbridge's  eiirhty-five  am- 
putations of  the  thigh,  is  the  fact  that  so  few  died — sixty-five  having  en- 
tirely recovered.  He  has  also  thrown  some  important  light  upon  the 
value  of  the  several  modes  of  culling,  which  is  worthy  of  special  st^dv^ 
Reminiscences  of  a  similar  character,  embracing  any  department  of  medi- 
cine, from  other  sources,  would  be  gratefully  received  by  the  professional 
public. 

Development  of  particular  Organs  in  Dwarfs. — In  tbe  course  of  con- 
versation with  Dr.  Ware,  the  other  day,  he  suggested  the  importance,  to 
physiologists,  of  ascertaining  to  what  extent,  and  at  what  periods  of  life, 
the  teeth,  for  example,  and  other  essential  organs  of  the  body,  become 
perfectly  developed,  if  at  all,  in  dwarfs;  or  whether  some  of  them  remain 
in  statu  quo,  after  a  certain  infantile  period.  If  any  of  our  correspon- 
dents are  possessed  of  facts  illustrative  of  these  points,  their  publication 
would  add  to  the  meagre  fund  of  information  upon  this  subject  now  pos- 
sessed. We  have  individually  had  some  oppori unity  of  an  acquaintance 
with  the  celebrated  dwarf,  major  Stevens,  and  feel  qualified  to  certify  to 
a  few  interesting  physiological  facts.  In  early  life,  we  also  knew  the 
Lilliputian  songsters,  Mr.  and  Miss  Clark,  brother  and  sister,  two  minia- 
ture specimens  of  humanity — then  old.  although  just  entered  upon  the 
active  field  of  life.     The  little  lady  was  indeed  a  woman,  though  scarcely 
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a  yard  in  heijnrhl  ;  but  die  brother  was  quite  her  inferior,  both  in  mind 
and  body.  However.  trustin<^  thai  some  one  may  furnish  something 
iUustrulive  of  the  physical  fondiiion  of  these  anomalies,  and,  if  possihie, 
clear  up  obsciiriiies  l!iai  somewliat  envelope  the  natural  history  of  ihetn, 
we  j^hall  defer  any  funher  remark'^  for  the  present. 


Physical  Characteristics  of  the  Human  Teeth.  —  In  last  week's  Journal 
we  had  occasion  to  commend  to  the  notice  of  our  readers  the  new  DiMiial 
Journal,  with  which  the  natne  of  Dr.  Harris,  the  author  of  the  work 
above  named,  is  intimately  identified.  This  is  a  treatise  of  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  lari^e-sized  octavo  pai,''es,  beautifully  printed,  and  devoted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  following  subjects,  viz. — physical  characteristics  of 
the  human  teeth  and  gums,  the  salivary  calculus,  the  lips  and  tongue,  the 
fluids  of  the  mouth,  &:c.  Dr.  H.  is  now  one  of  our  most  elaborate  writers,  and 
is  justly  considered  high  authority  on  dental  surgery.  Originally,  the  whole 
treatise,  being  a  physiological  and  pathological  inquiry  into  the  physical 
characteristics  of  the  teeth,  was  read  at  the  late  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Society  of  Dental  Surgeons,  at  Philadelphia.  Perhaps  no  one 
could  have  arrangeil  such  an  amount  of  important,  useful  matter  on  any 
one  subject,  and  had  it  less  liable  to  objections,  than  has  the  author  in  this 
book.  Yet  he  says  in  the  preface,  this  was  "  written  in  haste,  without 
time  for  revision  or  correction."  Few  persons  write  with  such  facility, 
and  none,  probably,  who  will  find  more  favor  from  their  particular  pro- 
fessional brethren.  Each  chapter  is  aconiplete  dissertation,  on  the  subject 
of  which  it  treats,  and  when  brought  together  into  a  single  volume  they 
certainly  present  a  respectable  appearance,  aside  from  all  considerations  of 
intrinsic  worth.  We  really  desire  to  have  it  extensively  circulated — for 
there  is  no  need  of  going  abroad  for  authorities  on  dentistry — it  being  now 
questioned,  even  by  foreigners  themselves,  whether  there  are  any  dentists 
in  Europe  superior  to  those  in  the  United  States. 


Neiv  Tonsil  Instritinent. — Dr.  Haynes,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  well  known 
as  the  inventor  of  an  abdominal  supporter  now  in  general  use,  has  politely 
forwarded,  for  inspection,  an  entire  new  contrivance  for  the  excision  of 
diseased  tonsils.  Although  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  on  a  new  principle, 
yet  the  combination  of  the  several  parts,  one  upon  the  other,  are  of  such 
a  nature,  and  so  much  better,  we  should  think,  than  those  generally  in 
use,  that  it  cannot  be  examined  by  surgeons  without  eliciting  cominenda- 
tion.  Unfortunately,  in  coming  to  Boston,  an  essential  part  of  the  instru- 
ment was  broken  ;  still,  the  manner  of  using  the  knife,  and  its  peculiar 
motion,  alternating  with  a  long,  steel  needle,  which  is  designed  to  trans- 
fix the  excised  organ,  is  clearly  understood.  Gentlemen  interested  in  this 
branch  of  the  profession,  are  invited  to  look  at  it.  Its  beauty  and  finish, 
as  a  whole,  cannot  well  be  excelled.  England  never  produced  a  more 
perfect  specimen  of  elegant  cutlery. 


Criteria  for  judging  of  Age  in  Children. — A  correspondent,  who  has 
examined  a  dwarf  recently  exhibited  in  this  city,  expresses  a  doubt  about 
his  having  reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  as  represented  by  the  person 
who  has  the  care  of  him.  "  In  the  first  place,"  says  the  writer,  ''  this 
individual  has  all  the  air  and  manner  of  a  child ;  there  is  about  him  none 
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of  those  attributes  of  the  adnli  form  niid  (levelnpnK'nl  which  I  have 
seen  in  otht-r  ilwaiTs.  Ho  docs  not  h)oli  like  a  iiff/e  nia/i,  but  liKo  a  liule 
child.  HiU  what  struck  me  inor*.'  llian  this,  was  the  slate  of  fiis  jaws  and 
teeth.  These  present,  exactly,  the  characteristics  of  a  child  six  years  old. 
He  has  not  shed  a  sinL^e  tooih,  and  the  lir>t  of  the  permanent  molars  has 
not  yd  made  its  appearance."  It  seems  ihui  on  beinir  asked  if  he  had 
ever  shed  any  teeth,  he  appeared  not  fully  to  upderstand  the  question. 
"  Now,"  cortlinues  our  corropondetit,  "either  the  law  of  development  has 
been  arrested  in  this  individual,  or  an  imposition  has  been  practised  by 
his  friends  on  llie  ])ublic."  Not  knowing  tfie  particulars  of  the  case,  hav- 
ing had  the  little  information  we  |)ossess,  touching  the  matter,  from  the 
man  who  has  the  care  of  the  individual  exhibited,  we  are  unable  to  give 
any  satisfactory  explanation.  The  gentleman  referred  to  is  alone  able  to 
answer  the  inquiries  of  our  anonymous  correspondent,  which  it  is  hoped 
he  will  have  the  frankness  to  do  at  once. 


A  Toiun  luiihout  a  Phijsician. — A  pleasant  and  thriving  town  in  Mid- 
dlesex county,  Mass.,  the  other  day,  was  without  a  pliysician.  A  letter 
was  shown  us  from  a  respectable  gentleman  of  the  place,  who  spoke  of 
the  de^ire  of  the  ni habitants  to  have  some  one,  who  could  be  properly  re- 
commended, take  up  a  residence  there,  not  doubling  that  he  would  ob- 
tain a  generous  support.  Having  been  requested  to  make  some  inquiry 
with  reference  to  finding  a  candidate  for  ihe  place,  we  couimenccd  the 
present  article,  bui  had  little  more  than  written  ihe  caption,  when  a  gen- 
tleman called  to  say  that  the  ground  was  taken  up.  Slill,  it  may  be  re- 
garded in  ihe  light  of  a  phenomenon  that  ihe  circumstance  should  have 
happened,  that  a  town  in  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts  should  be  for  a  single 
day  without  a  settled  practitioner  of  medicine. 


Artificial  Pupil. — Dr.  Jeffries,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary,  of  this  city,  has  made  soirie  important  improvements  in 
the  method  of  mak'ing  artificial  pupils,  which  will  soon  be  made  public 
through  a  series  of  reports  in  this  Journal,  which  are  expected  from  his 
own  hand. 

If  medical  gentlemen  would  oftener  consult  cases  in  that  institution, 
and  see  for  themselves  the  happy  progress  made  in  the  general  manage- 
ment of  diseases  of  ihe  eye,  it  is  quite  certain  they  would  derive  great 
profit  from  it.  The  surgeons  are  always  willing  to  explain  everything, 
and  to  exhibit  the  condition  of  their  patients,  without  hesitation. 


Yelloio  Fever. — Although  the  cases  are  gradually  diminishing  in  num- 
ber, at  New  Orleans,  the  intensity  of  the  disease  seems  not  to  have 
abated,  since  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  are  as  fatal  as  ever.  We 
shall  begin  to  believe  that  Dr.  Barton's  assertion  is  true,  ihat  New  Or- 
leans would  not  be  a  sickly  city,  if  people  unacclimated  would  only  keep 
away  till  the  proper  season,  when  they  can  go  there  with  impunity.  The 
North,  anil  not  the  city  itself,  supplies  the  materials  for  the  great  waste  of 
life  in  New  Orleans  by  yellow  fever. — At  Vii-ksburg,  from  late  accounts, 
it  is  inferred  that  the  fever  by  this  time  is  beginning  to  subside,  although 
its  progress  has  been  marked  by  a  melancholy  destruction  of  human  life. 
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Dartmouth  College. — Thirteen  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  the  degree 
of  i\l  D.,  at  the  close  of"  the  lecture  term,  hist  week.  The  session  has 
been  a  prosperous  and  honorable  one  (or  the  medical  deparlinent  of  that 
excellent  institution. 


The  Select  Medical  Library.  —  Dr.  Bell's  Medical  Library  and  Bulletin 
of  Medical  Science  for  October,  though  late,  is  a  valuahle  number.  The 
Bulletin,  or  miscellaneous  department,  comprises  twelve  pages,  and  is 
mostly  made  up  of  extracts  from  foreign  journals.  The  Library  depart- 
ment cotisisis  of  Underwood's  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children, 
complete,  bein<jr  fronj  the  ninth  English  Edition,  with  notes  by  Drs.  Merri- 
man  and  Marshall  Hall,  to  which  are  now  added  notes  by  Dr.  Bell.  It 
forms  a  volume  of  368  handsomely-printed  pa^es,  and  is  a  valuable  trea- 
tise, though  on  a  subject  which  has  been  so  ably  handled  by  others. 


Over-do!^e  of  Oil  of  Tansy — Recovery — Analysis.  By  Dr.  C.  H.  Ray- 
mond, of  Bulfalo.  —  Buffalo,  Sunday,  November,  1839,  A.  M.,  was  re- 
quested to  visit  Mrs.  B.,  a  rather  delicate  lady,  rrmther  of  several  children, 
who  had  a  strong  aversion  to  any  increase  of  her  family,  from  the  feeble- 
ness of  her  consiilulion,  which  had  not  recovered  its  vigor  since  the  last 
confinement.  When  in  her  water-closet  was  attacked  with  a  convulsion. 
Before  my  arrival  she  had  vomited.  The  ejected  matter  had  the  odor  of 
tansy.  When  I  saw  her  she  was  in  a  state  similar  to  a  patient  with  hy- 
sterics ;  she  had  a  convulsion  after  my  arrival.  Administered  a  dose  of 
sulphate  of  zinc  and  ipecac,  which  produced  Uee  vomiting.  She  did  not 
recover  her  consciousness  for  about  six  hours. 

I  took  the  ejected  matter  to  my  office  for  examination.  I  introduced 
it  into  a  retort,  and  distilled  over  six  ounces  of  strong  tansy  water. 

In  the  summer  of  1840  I  met  wiih  a  similar  case  in  a  chan)bermaid  on 
board  of  a  steamboat.  The  symptoms  were  not  so  violent.  Treatment 
and  result  as  above. — American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 


Works  in  Press  in  Philadelphia. — Messrs.  Lea  and  Blanchard  have  in 
press  the  following  works  : — 

The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetric  Medicine  and  Surgery,  in  re- 
ference to  the  process  of  Parturition.  Illustrated  with  50  plates  and 
nearly  150  figures.  By  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 
Obstetric  Medicine  at  the  London  Hospital,  &c.  &;c. — A  sixth  edition  of 
Ellis's  Medical  Formulary,  entirely  revised,  and  with  numerous  additions, 
by  Samuel  George  Morton,  M.D.,  &c.  &;c. — The  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Medicine,  by  Uobley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  &c.  &c. —  A  new  Systematic 
Work  on  Chemistry,  more  particularly  adapted  to  the  uses  of  Medical 
Students.  —  Practical  Geology  and  Mineralogy,  with  instructions  for  the 
qualitative  analysis  of  Minerals.  By  Joshua  Trimmer,  F.G.S.  Illustrat- 
ed with  more  than  200  wood-cuts. 

We  are  informed  that  Dr.  GrilTilh's  Manual  of  Medical  Jurisprudence 
is  so  nearly  written  that  its  publication  may  be  looked  for  during  next 
year. — We  also  learn  with  much  pleasure  that  Prof.  Chapman  is  prepar- 
ing for  early  publication  a  work  on  the  Fevers  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  this  will  be  immediately  followed  by  another  work  by  tlie  same  emi- 
nent practitioner. — Ibid. 
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New  Medical  WorJcs  in  London. — Oh^Jorvalions  on  tlio  Structure  and 
Discn:*e^  of  llio  Tosiis.  lllusiraKMl  wiiljiil  lii^lily-finished  colored  plates. 
By  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Hart.,  F.K.S.  Rcval  4to,  cloth.  Price  3/.  3a-. 
Second  edilion.  \\y  the  same  aiiihor,  A  Tronlise  on  Dislocations  and 
Fractmes  of  the  Joints.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  left  very  considerable  addi- 
tions in  IMS.  for  the  e.xpross  purpose  of  beiiii,^  introduced  into  this  edilion. 
The  work  will  he  octavo  .-^ize,  the  wiiole  of  the  plates  re-drawn,  engraved 
on  wood,  and  jirinled  with  the  text.  No  expense  will  be  spared  in  its  ty- 
poLjra|)hical  execution  ;  and  it  will  he  published  at  a  price  to  make  it  avail- 
able to  every  member  of  the  profession.  Edited  by  Bransby  Cooper, 
Es([.,  F.R.S.  Will  be  published  in  December. — Principles  of  Human 
Physiology;  with  their  chief  applications  to  Pathology,  Therapeutics, 
Hygiene,  and  Forensic  Medicine.  With  numerous  illustrations  on  wood. 
By  Dr.  Carpenter.  One  volume  Svo.  In  press. — The  Structure,  Econo- 
my and  Pathology  of  the  Human  Teeth,  with  careful  Instructions  for  their 
Preservation  and  Culture  ;  and  concise  Descriptions  of  the  best  Modes  of 
Surgical  Treatment,  equally  adapted  to  the  uses  of  the  Medical  Pracli- 
tion(M-,  the  Student  in  Medicine,  and  the  Public.  With  40  illustrations. 
By  Mr.  Linlolt.  24ino,  cloth,  5s. — Tic-douloureux  ;  or,  Neuralgia  Facia- 
lis, and  other  Nervous  Affections;  their  Seat,  Nature  and  Cause.  With 
Cases  illustrating  successful  Methods  of  Treatment.  By  Dr.  Allnatt. 
Svo,  cloth,  5s. —  Practical  Observations  on  Injuries  of  the  Head.  By  Mr. 
Sharp,  F.R.S.,  F.G.S.,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Bradford  Infirmary.  Svo, 
cloth,  7s. — Practical  Illustrations  of  the  Treatment  of  Obstructions  in  the 
Urethra,  and  other  Canals,  by  the  Dilatation  of  fluid  Pressure.  By  Dr. 
James  Arnott,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  Svo,  boards,  3^. 
— On  Stammering  and  Sciuinling,  and  on  the  Methods  for  their  Removal. 
By  Edwin  Lee,  M.R.C.S.,  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Societies  of  Paris,  Berlin,  Florence,  Naples,  &c.  &c.  Svo, 
boards,  os. 


To  CoRUF.spo.NDENTs  AND  Su  BscR  I  BE  Ks. — Dr.  Grcenwood's  account  of  his  im- 
provement in  the  construction  of  a  truss  was  duly  received,  and  will  be  inserted 
soon. — The  attention  of  subscribers  is  requested  to  the  bills  which  they  may  find 
enclosed  in  their  copies  of  the  Journal.  They  will  recollect  that  their  post-mas- 
ters are  at  all  times  authorized  to  transmit  money  to  publishers  by  mail,  free  of 
expense. 

Number  of  deatlis  in  Boston  for  the  weelt  endine  October  30,  31. — Males,  21  ;  Females,  10.   Stillborn,  2. 
Of   consuniptioii,  4— paralysis,   1 — arcidtMital,  2— dro|)sy,  4 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — infantile,  5 — 
drowned,  2 — rlientnitic  fever,   1 — del)iliiy,   2— italpitalion   of  the  heart,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — apoplexy, 
1 — child-bed,  2 — lung  fever,  1 — congestive  pneumonia,  1 — unknown,  1. 


UNIVERSITY  OF   PENNSYLVANIA.— MEDICAL    DEPARTMENT. 

Session  184l-4'2. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  1st  of  November,  and  be  continued,  under  the  follow- 
ing arrangement,  to  the  middle  of  March  ensuing  :  — 

Practice  and  Theory  of  Medicine,  by  •  -  -  Nathaniel  Chapm*x,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  by        -        .  .  .  .  .  .       Robert  H\re,  M.D. 

Snraery,  by        ------  -  ^\■|t,I,lAM  Oinsov,  M.D. 

Anatomy,  i)y        -------  Wii.i.ivm  K.  Mornkij,  M.D. 

Institute^*  of  Medicine,  by  .  .  -  -  .        Svmlel  .1  vcK.'iON',  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  .  .  -  CJkoRvJ!-:  H.   Wood,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by       -        III  on  I,.  HonoE,  M.D. 
Clinical  Lectures  on  Medicine,  by  ...  w.  W.  (;i;RiivRn,  M.D.  and 

"  on  Surgery,  by       -  -  -  Drs.  f;inso\  and  IIorner, 

Will  be  delivered  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  (Blockley).    Students  are  also  admitcd  to  the  Clini- 
cal Instruction  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  in  the  city.  W.  E.  HORNER, 
Juj-.  20,  Ibll.             A  25— tUccl           Dean  of  thc'Med.  Faculty^  2G3  Cficsnut  st.,  Philadelphia. 
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RIKUICAL    l.i;CTLlii:S    IN    BOSTON. 

These  Lectures  begin  aiiiuiiilly  la  ilic  Meilii;ul  CuUt-^e,  iii  Muaoii  aintet,  lioaloa,  on  the  fiiot   VVetluwi- 
ddy  ill  \uveiiibur,  ttiid  cuiiiiuue  luur  iiiuiiitiii. 

Fees. 

Armtoiiiy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  -  -  Dk.  WABnEN,  $15,00 

Milvvilery  »iiil  Med.  Jurisjn udeuce,  by  -  -  Dii.  Ciiv.nm.no,  10,00 

Materia  Medica,  by       -----  -       Du.   ItifjELOW,  10,00 

Pniiciplea  of  riurgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  -  Du.  Havvvamd,  10,00 

Clieiuisiry,  by  ......  u„.    Wkissieh,  15,00 

Tlieory  and  Pi aclice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  iMedicine,  by  Dhs.   Wakk  and  Bioelow,       15,00 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  .Vledi(-al  Faculty,  May  29,  ki41,  it  was  Vottd^  Tliat  liereiilier  two  lull  courses  of 
lecture--,  in  tlii:s  .-sclioid  bo  retiuircd  ul  caiididules  (or  the  di-;'r».e  ol'  Dix  lor  in  Mnlicine.  Uiil  lor  one  of 
these  coarst^s  u  siitoiitute  inii>  be  revived  in  a  cour.se  ol  li->tiires  at  any  other  niitdical  insiilnlion  in 
which  the  number  of  teachers  is  not  less  than  si\,  and  in  which  liie  lime  occnpitii  lt\  lectures  is  uol 
less  than  lour  months.  WALTER  C11a.\M\\G,  Dean. 

Boston,  Auii:ust  21,  1841.  H  1  — epiN' 

COLUMBIAN    COLLtlCiC,    DLSTinCT    OF    COl.UAIIilA. 

The  Lectures  in  the  Medical  DepHrtmeut  of  tliis  Insiitulion  will  commence  on  the  Ursi  Monday  ill 
November,  annually,  and  continue  until  tlur  1st  of  March. 

Durinji  this  period,  lull  couists  will  be  ileliveicd  on  the  various  branches  of  medicine  by 
Ta.)>i\s  Sdw  vLL,  .M.l).,  Professor  u\  Pathology,  and  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 
IIvKViiY   Li.NDsLV,  M.L).,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Taovivs  .MiLLKK,  M.L).,  I'rolessor  ol  .\iuitoiny  and  PiiNsioiogy. 
JoH.v   M.  TaoMvs,  Ml).,  Professor  id'  Materia  Me<lica  and  Therapeutics. 
J.  FuKOWKicK   MiY,  M.L).,  L*rolessor  of  Surgery  ;  late  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University 

of  Maryland. 
Fkeokkick  Hvll,  M.U.,  l^rofessor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
SiUL'iOL  C  Siioor,  M.L).,  Uenionstralor  of  Aniitomy. 
As  there  are  many  young  men  ol  talent  and  worth  in  dirterent  parts  of  our  country  who,  fl-oni  re- 
stricted circumstances,  are  unable  to  avail  themselves   of  the   benelii  of  public  lectures,  the  Prolessors 
have  resolved  to  admit,  gratuitously,  two  such  students  from  each  of  the  Slates,  and  one  from  each  ot 
the  Territories.     In  order,  however,  to  guard  au.unsl  individuals  whose  education  and  character  do  not 
qualify  them  to  beco.ue  useful  membeis  of  the  prcd'ession,  the  selection  is  placeil   in   the  hands  of  the 
S^iualors  and  Delegates  of  Congress,  each   of  whom    has  the  rigiit  to  select   one  siudeni  from  his  re- 
spective State  or  'I'erritory ,  ami  whose  ccriifn'ate  of  sele.;tion  will   be  a  passport  to  all  Ihe  lectures,  by 
paying  only,  on  enuring  *'ie  school,  the  usual  matriculating  fee  of  live  dollars. 

The  enlire  e\:peii.-«e,  for  a  Course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  L'rolessors,  is  $70.  Dissecting  Ticket,  $10  ; 
oj)tiuual  with  the  student. 

Good  board  can  be  procured  at  Irom  three  to  four  dollars  per  week.         THOMAS  MILLER,  M.I). 
yVashinj;tun,  May  1,  1811.  My  12— lamtN  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

,MKI)IC.\L    INSTIU'Cl  ION. 

The  subscriber.  Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hosjiital,  Chelsea,  will  receive  pupils  and  give 
personal  instruction  in  the  various  branches  of  medical  science.  He  will  devote  to  them  such  time, 
and  afford  them  siuh  oi)portuiiities  and  facilities  for  study  and  practice,  as  are  essential  for  a  thorough 
and  practical  medical  education.  The  medical  and  surgical  j>ractice  of  the  Hospital  will  be  C(uisianily 
open  to  his  siudeiils,  and  clinical  instruction,  on  the  cas^;s  as  they  occur,  will  be  given.  Abundant  fa- 
cilities for  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  of  materia  medica  and  tiie  dispensing  of  medicines  will  be 
afforded. — For  terms,  and  more  particular  information,  application  can  be  made  at  die  Hospital  or  by 
letter.  GEOKUE   W.  OTIS,  JU. 

Chelfiea,  September,  1841.  Sep. 8 — eoptf. 

ONi:    MEDICAL    STUDKNl', 
Ol-"  correct  moral  habits,  can  be  received  into  a  physician's  family  on  reasonable  terms  during  the  en- 
suing course  of  Medical  Lectures  in  the  city.     Location  convenient.     Inquire  at  the  Medical  Journal 
ollice.  O  20—31' 

Boston,  October  18,  1841. 

""  ABDOMINAL    SUri'OKTERh:. 

Dr.  Hwves's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  oiiice.  Price,  vvitli  perineal  slraj),  only  St — without,  $3,50.  liy  addiessing  the 
pul)lislier,    .\o.  181  Washington  sireet,  |)li\siciaiis  may  be  readily  ac-couimodated.  \.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents. — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  i\.  llanipKui ;  A.  Harris,  Ctdebrook  ;  M.  I'arker,  Acworlh  ;  J.Crosby,  Meredith  ;  E.  Uartlett, 
Haverhill;  L).  Crosby,  Hanover -,  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amiuist  ;  J.  Sjiitli,  Dover;  J.  C.  Eastman,  Ham- 
stead;  C.  U.  Hamilton,  Lyme ;  Siickney  <fc  De\ier,  Lancastei  ;  J.  B.  .\bbott,  Boscawen  ;  N.  Kendall 
4fc  Co.,  Nashua.  In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jcwett,  St.  Johusbury.  L.  S.  Barllett,  Lowell,  Mass.  J.  Balch, 
Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

VACCINL    VIRUS. 

Phvsicivns  in  any  section  of  the  United  Slates  can  |)rocure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pi're  VvccinE 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  di>llar,  z^yN'/  piid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  oillce.  June  19 


TilE  BOSTON  MEDIC  VL  A.VD  SURGICAL  JOURN.\L  is  published  every  Weilnesday,  by 
0.  (^L\PP,  JR.,  at  18  1  VVasliinglon  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  cominunications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  .Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volu  nes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editcn-.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,-50  after  three 
months,  or  S  1^00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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RRM.XRKS  ON   PARTIAL   FRACTURE   OF  THE   RADIUS. 

ny    GIDLON    AI.CKRNO.N    MANTEL,    LL.I).,    F.R.S.    ETC. 

I\  the  admirable  lectures  on  surgery  by  Mr.  Phillips,  it  is  stated  that  a 
fracture  may  be  incomplete,  althougb  some  surgeons  have  denied  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  occurrence,  and,  as  conclusive  of  the  fact,  a  sketch  is  given 
of  a  bone  which  had  sustnintnl  such  an  injury. 

Six  cases  of  this  kind  have  occurred  in  my  practice  during  tlie  last 
twenty-five  years  ;  and  as  the  diagnosis  is  rather  perplexing  to  a  young 
practitioner,  I  am  induced  to  oder  a  few  remarks  upon  an  accident  which, 
although  comparatively  rare,  every  surgeon  is  liable  to  be  consulted  upon. 
The  first  case  that  came  under  my  notice  happened  soon  after  1  lelt  the 
hospitals,  and  I  well  remember  how  difficult  it  was  to  account  for  the 
symptoms,  for  I  had  been  taught  that  partial  transverse  fractui-e  was  im- 
possible. But  I  am  convinced  that  a  bone  may  be  bent,  and  the  convex 
[)ortion  of  the  curve  be  cracked,  and  yet  the  fracture  be  incomplete  and 
unattended  with  loss  of  continuity,  as  a  tough  twig  may  by  bending  be 
partially  broken,  and  remain  permanently  curved,  although  not  disunited. 
In  the  following  case,  which  occurred  but  a  short  time  since,  the  symp- 
toms, peculiar  to  this  injury,  were  well  marked. 

A  fine,  stout,  ruddy  boy,  five  years  of  age,  son  of  B.  Warren,  Esq., 
of  Clapham-park,  was  thrown  from  a  donkey  with  considerable  foice;  in 
falling  he  stretched  out  his  left  arm  to  save  himself,  and  received  a  severe 
concussion  on  the  ball  of  the  left  thumb.  1  saw  him  two  hours  after  the 
accident  ;  the  palm  of  the  hand  was  contused,  but  the  principal  injury  was 
at  the  middle  of  the  forearm,  which  was  swollen  and  much  bent,  present- 
infj  the  appearance  of  a  transverse  fracture  of  the  radius  and  ulna.  It 
was  easy  to  ascertain  that  there  was  no  dislocation,  and  that  the  ulna  was 
uninjured  ;  the  head  of  the  radius  could  be  distinctly  felt  to  rotate  upon 
moving  the  wrist  :  but  this  bone  was  bent,  the  convexity  of  the  curve 
being  on  the  external  aspect,  and  there  was  a  corresponding  hollow  on 
the  ulnar  plane :  there  was  no  crepitus.  Extension  made  no  change  in 
the  appearance  of  the  limb.  The  bone  seemed  to  have  been  forcibly 
bent  by  the  a[)proximation  of  its  distal  and  proximal  extreujities,  occa- 
sioned by  the  violence  of  the  concussion  on  the  ball  of  the  thumb,  having 
produced  partial  fracture  through  the  convex  or  bowed  part,  but  not  ex- 
tending across  the  shaft,  so  as  to  occasion  a  loss  of  continuity.  Leeches 
and  the  customary  treatment  were  had  recourse  to  ;  at  the  expiration  of 
a  week  the  swelling  had  subsided,  but  the  curvature  remained.  In  a  few 
14 
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weeks  after  the  accident  the  child  could  use  the  hinb  without  inconve- 
nience, and  the  defonnity  gradually  disappeared.  The  other  eases  were 
attendetl  with  similar  results:  in  none  did  1  succeed  in  ulterinij;  the  hent 
condition  of  the  bone,  although  extension  was  used  carefully,  and  in 
some  instances  iunnediately  after  the  accident ;  in  all,  the  arm  was  ulti- 
mately restored  to  its  normal  state  by  proper  exercise  after  the  inflamma- 
tory sym[)lon)s  had  subsided.  In  every  instance  the  radius  was  the  bone 
fractmed,  and  the  patients  were  under  nine  years  of  age.  In  accidents 
of  this  nature,  I  would  suggest  that  some  attempts  to  remove  the  curva- 
ture by  extension  must  be  highly  injurious,  if  suflieiently  powerful  to  be 
etfective  ;  the  application  of  leeches  and  the  usual  antiphlogistic  means 
should  alone  be  employed,  for  the  action  of  the  muscles  will  ultimately 
restore  the  limb  to  its  natural  form. — Lancet. 


dh.  coMsrocic  on  tiik  pathology  of  fkvrr.— essjk  vn. 

In  the  mountainous  districts  of  South  America,  those  who  descend  from 
the  cold  regions  above  to  the  tropical  climate  bi'low,  are  subject  to  yel- 
low fever,  just  as  those  are  who  visit  the  West  Indies  liom  Old  and  New 
England,  or  any  other  gelid  climate.  And  this  although  the  inhabitants 
they  come  amongst  are  free  from  fever  and  in  perfect  health.*  Quito, 
Popayan,  Santa  Fe,  Pampeluna,  and  many  other  towns,  are  in  the  cold 
climate  of  tropical  regions — they  being  situated  so  high  up  the  mountains 
tliat  on  orchards,  gardens,  men  and  diseases,  the  same  effects  appear  as 
in  northern  countries;  whilst  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  everything  is  as 
different  as  our  northern  States  are  from  the  West  Indies.  We  learn  froui 
Dr.  Deveze,  that  the  Creoles,  who  were  in  Philadelphia,  escaped  the 
yellow  fever  of  1793 — which  strengthens  an  opinion  entertained  by  some, 
that  heat,  and  not  miasm,  is  the  principal  agent  in  the  production  of  that 
fever.  But  this  inference  is  not  conclusive,  for  the  reason  that  the  con- 
stitution may  become  habituated  to  poisonous  air,  and  also  to  other  poi- 
sons, as  well  as  to  a  torrid  atmospheie. 

Another  fact  also  merits  notice.  It  is  that  barren,  hilly,  and  gravelly- 
tracts  of  country,  have  been  healthy  in  hot  seasons,  w  ln^n  [)estilence  was 
rife  on  prairies,  on  the  borders  of  rivers,  and  in  fertile  districts,  near  by. 
In  all  mortal  epidemics,  the  poor  suffer  most,  because  they  are  more  ex- 
posed to  bad  air,  from  filthy  garments,  ill-ventilated  houses,  and  the  accu- 
niulation  of  noxious  matters  about  their  dwellings.  There  is  no  conceivable 
height  of  malignity  to  wdiich  a  certain  degree  of  noxious  miasm  may  not 
raise  fevers. 

Dr.  Henderson,  of  Huntingdon,  Penn.,  relates  the  case  of  a  poor 
family  which  lived  near  a  small  branch  of  the  Juniatta  river,  which  branch 
at  the  time  was  very  low.  It  was  in  the  first  part  of  Sej)tember,  and 
the  effluvia  arising  liom  it  was  so  disa^ireeable  as  to  occasion  nausea 
in  those  who  approached  the  neighborhood  of  their  house.     There  were 

*  A  remarkjible  instance  of  this  is  given  by  Dr.  Le  Blond.  lie  attended  the  Viceroj-  and  his  suit, 
who  came  from  Santa  Fe  to  CarthaKena.  One  half  his  gnard,  consistinsi  of  fifty  men,  (111  sick  of  nia- 
liguaut  bilious  complaints,  such  as  bilious  colic,  cholera  morbus,  black  stools,  aiid  dark  vomitings. 
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twelve  individiinls  of  tins  family,  eleven  of  wlioin  wen;  seized  with  ma- 
liL^iinnl  fever,  of  wJjieli  the  five  oldest  eliildicjn  died.  J^il  wo  more;  par- 
tieul.iily  noliee  llu^  history  of  it,  to  mention  a  syn)|)lom  wliieh  oecnned, 
whieli,  if  not  imparallclcd,  can  only  Ix;  e(jiiall((l  by  iIk;  plai^ne  in  its  nt- 
inosl  virnlenee,  and  which  Dr.  II.  impntes  to  relaxation  of  th(.'  cnlaneous 
vessels  and  the  ^jreal  tenuity  of  the  h/oorL  In  three  of  the  childien  who 
died,  the  hlood  oozed  ihrouifli  the  extremities  of  the  vessels,  so  as  to  stand 
in  minute  drops  upon  the  faee,  arms,  breast,  and  other  parts  of  the  hody, 
before  their  death.  If  wiped  o(f,  no  traces  were  left  to  show  whence  it 
had  issued.  After  death,  as  mi^hl  have  been  expected,  livid  s|)ots  ap- 
j)(NU('d  in  tlu)^(3  |)laees  from  which  the  blood  had  percolated  through  the 
surface.  TIk;  whole  skin,  and  the  whole  sani^uineous  mass,  were  the 
implicated  parts  in  those  surprising  cases,  in  which,  for  several  days  be- 
foi(;  the  fital  event,  blood  (lowed  tlirouiih  the  pores. 

These  cases  seem  to  stand  in  prominent  pioof  of  the  universal  exten- 
sion of  febrde  affection  to  tlie  w  liole  system,  instead  of  pointing  to  any 
local  viscera  as  its  seat. 

From  the  medical  naturalist,  Le  Blond,  we  learn,  with  respect  to  the 
origin  of  yellow  fever  at  St.  Pierre.  Martinique,  that  it  is  engendered  on 
bocird  the  ships  lying  in  the  road,  among  the  crews  newly  arrived,  rather 
tlian  in  the  town  ;  and  that  when  the  sick  are  carried  to  the  hosj)ital  on 
shore,  they  never  communicate  it  to  the  inhabitants,  but  only  to  the  new 
comers  from  cold  countries.  The  Creoles  at  St.  Vincents  told  him,  re- 
peatedly, that  they  never  had  even  heard  of  yellow  fever  until  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Enidish.  Our  American  Consul,  ]\Ir.  Hill,  endeavoied  to 
keep  an  exact  list  of  the  deaths  of  seamen  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Havana.  From  June,  1805,  to  January,  1806,  he  obtained  the  names 
of  eighty-six  \\  ho  died  ;  and  he  reckoned  fourteen  others,  of  whom  the 
names  were  not  obtained,  making  one  hundred  in  all.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  mariners  wlio  arrived  at  that  port  in  that  space  of  time,  was  three 
thousand  ;  so  that  exactly  one  in  thirty  died,  and  all  of  fever  except  one, 
who  was  poisoned  by  eating  fish.  Their  average  stay  was  only  one 
njonth.  Yet  the  mortality  of  the  resident  inhabitants  for  the  whole  year 
was  but  one  in  fort  v.  Notwithstanding  our  ideas  of  the  unhealthiness  of 
that  city,  Mr.  Hill  observes  that  it  was  by  no  means  uncon)mon  to  meet 
persons  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  Aiculties  from  70  to  90  years  of  age, 
and  that  some  arrived  to  upwards  of  100. 

We  were  about  to  extend  this  article  by  other  references,  showing  the 
usual  inimunity  froni  vellow  fever,  of  residents  in  tropical  climates.  But 
we  deem  those  alread)'  adduced  as  suflicient.  And  we  deem  them  cu- 
riously interesting,  as  establishing  a  point  in  the  pathology  of  yellow  fe- 
ver. It  is  evidently  and  undeniably  this,  that  the  greatest  predisposition 
to  that  disease  arises  from  a  previous  residence  in  a  cold,  healthy,  northern 
climate,  the  possession  of  a  good  constitution,  and  the  enjoyment  ot  hrgh 
health.  Circumstances  \\  hich  insure  exemption,  in  a  great  measure,  from 
all  other  diseases,  denote  the  ii;reatest  liability  to  this. 

The  propensity  of  yellow  fever  to  attack  the  robust,  is  exemplified, 
when  it  has  prevailed  in  any  of  our  cities,  by  the  greatest  number  of  its 
victims  having  been  of  that  class — by  its  invading,  also,  more  men  than 
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women,  more  women*  llian  children,  and  by  its  leaving  the  invalid  and 
feeble  unmolested.  Indeed,  it  is  not  unusual  for  those  of  the  latter  classes 
to  be  improved  by  that  slate  of  atmosphere  \i\  which  it  prevails — show- 
inij  that  miasin,  contaijjion,  or  heat,  one  or  the  other,  or  all  together,  act 
as  a  contra-slimulus  to  the  diseased  motions  of  chronic  disorders. 

How  loni;  a  person  from  a  northern  climate  must  reside  in  the  West 
Indies,  or  the  Slates  of  the  South,  to  beconie  acclimated,  and  lose  his  ap- 
petency to  be  subjected  to  yellow  fever,  will  depend  soniewhat  upon  his 
individual  peculiarity  of  constitution.  Dr.  Ramsay,  than  whom  a  hii^her 
authority  cannot  be  quoted,  speaking  of  the  yellow  fever  at  Charleston, 
in  1804,  says  that  the  disease,  as  usual,  was  confined  to  strangers  to  the 
air  of  that  city,  but  that  it  attacked  some  who  had  resided  there  one  or 
two  years.  The  deaths  that  year  amounted,  from  first  to  last,  to  between 
two  and  three  hundred,  none  of  whom  a|)pear  to  have  been  native  citi- 
zens. Yet  he  adds,  that  about  two  thirds  of  the  strangers  escaped  the 
fever,  and  that  more  than  one  halfof  those  who  took  it  got  safely  through. 
This  would  make  a  very  great  number  of  strangers  present  in  the  city  at 
that  lime;  which  the  doctor  accounts  for,  by  telling  us  that  they  were 
encouraged  to  stay  because  there  was  no  yellow  fever  there  the  year 
before. 

Of  the  relative  numbers  of  males  and  females  who  perished,  the  dis- 
crepancy has  sometimes  been  very  remarkable.  At  Cadiz,  of  7387  vic- 
tims, only  1577  were  females,  being  less  than  one  fourth.  At  Seville,  out 
ol  14,685  deaths,  3672  only  were  females,  being  almost  exactly  one 
fourth. 

That  contagion  is  not  always  a  secreted  pus,  as  in  smallpox,  is  evident 
from  hooping  cough.  That  every  contagious  affection  can  be  contracted 
only  once,  fails  analogically.  Lues  venerea  and  psora  are  comniunicaied 
by  secreted  virus,  and  yet  the  constitution  acquires  no  exemption  from 
indefinite  contamination. 

The  question  of  contagion  seems  to  be  as  undecided  in  the  West  In- 
dies, as  with  us,  and  must  long  remain  in  the  same  state  that  it  now  is,  if 
lacts  on  each  side  continue  to  be  as  well  authenticated,  as  numerous,  and 
from  authorities  as  respectable,  as  they  now  are.  We  will  here,  however, 
dismiss  the  subject  with  one  query,  which  may  tend  to  com  pro:  nit  the 
matter.  May  not  that  which  passes  from  the  air  to  the  sick  (admitting 
the  air  to  be  the  cause  of  fever),  pass  also  from  the  sick  person  to  the  air? 

The  most  frequent  of  all  the  remote  causes  of  fever,  is  cold.  But  that 
the  inhabitant  of  a  cold  climate  acquires  a  greater  liability  to  be  acted  on 
in  consequence,  when  he  visits  a  warm  climate,  is  a  modern,  but  well  sub- 
stantiated doctrine.  The  results  are  the  same,  whether  he  visits  a  tropical 
climate  abroad,  or  whether  a  tropical  climate  visits  him  at  home.  We 
speak  particularly  as  it  respects  yellow  fever.  For  of  any  other  disease 
we  do  not  know  that  the  parallel  is  sustained,  or  the  greater  propensity  of 
sufliering,  by  going  from  a  cold  to  a  warm  climate,  acquired. 

The  fancied  exemption  of  negroes  from  yellow  fever,  according  to  Dr. 
Deveze,  is  a  mistake ;  they  sharing  susceptibility  or  immunity,  as  they 
have  not,  or  have  been,  acclimated,  just  like  those  of  other  complexions. 

*  Of   typhus  fever,  Dr.  Nathan  Smith  tells  us  that  "  more  females  are  cut  off  by  it  than  males." 
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W(»  hnvp,  in  a  fonnor  l''ssny,  incntioncd  that  yellow  fever  was  usually 
coiiliiiecl  to  cilics  and  ships,  inid  thai  s|)()tt(Hl  fever  was  more  parlicidaily 
a  disease  of  the  country.  Hut  in  hoth  cases  there  are  many  exceptions. 
Spoiled  fi'ver  pri?v.iiled  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  And  in  Hoslon,  in  the 
winter  of  IS|;J,  it  would  seem  that  it,  or  one  of  its  coni^eners,  pioved 
suddcidy  fatal  in  some  instances.  We  fill  particidarly  interested  in  the 
report  of  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  of  two  cases  of  posl-mortcm  examina- 
tion. The  on(?  was  the  hody  of  a  clergyman,  who  was  seiz(?d  with 
aifonizing  pain  in  the  hreasl,  arms,  and  an  aOection  of  the  heart,  with 
irregular  pulse,  and  from  whom  *' sweat  poured  in  streams,"  and  still 
his  skin  had  a  dcnilh-like  coldness.  His  pulse  became  imperceptible  on 
the  third  day,  after  which  he  lived  thirty  hours,  and  lluMi  expired.  Pa- 
tholoLi^y  requires  a  reference  to  those  anomalies,  which  although  they  may 
seldom  occur,  serve  to  throw  light  upon  cases  which  we  are  frequently 
called  to  encounter.  Now  although  the  dissection  in  this  case  displayed 
the  marks  of  what  we  should  suppose  would  have  excited  the  niost  vio- 
lent fever,  yet  we  are  assured  that  this  usual  and  important  synqilorn  was 
entirely  absent,  which  might  be  also  inferred  frotn  what  has  already  been 
staled  respecting  the  coldness  of  the  patient's  skin.  The  principal  mor- 
bid affection,  which  had  caused  such  unexampled  suffering,  is  expressed 
in  these  few  woi'ds.  "The  pericardium,  which  closely  invests  the  heart, 
exhibited  marks  of  violent  inflammation."  The  loose  pericardium  was 
affected,  hut  in  a  less  degree.  "  Tlie  substance  of  the  heart  was  swelled 
and  remarkably  tender."  The  lungs  were  natural  and  healthy,  and  some 
minor  lesions  which  were  discovered,  we  feel  inclined  to  refer  to  conse- 
quences rather  than  causes.  Here,  then,  was  inflammation  w'lihoui  fever. 
The  second  case  was  that  of  a  robust,  muscular  man,  who  was  seized 
with  "  agonizing  pain  in  the  left  side,"  and  died  on  the  fifth  day.  On 
that  day  "  an  enormous  tumor  was  discovered  on  the  side  of  his  neck, 
hard  as  a  stone,  and  filling  the  neck  almost  from  the  ear  to  the  clavicle." 
The  hmgs,  upon  examination  of  the  body,  two  days  after  death,  were 
found  as  follows.  "The  right  lobe  was  spotted,  as  though  caustic  had 
been  applied  to  the  surface  where  the  spots  were  found  ;  the  left  lobe  ad- 
hered to  the  pleura  of  the  ribs,  with  an  intervening  cavity  containing 
lymph  and  semi-purulent  fluid.  At  the  places  of  these  adhesions  the 
color  of  the  lung,  we  are  told,  was  absolutely  black,  approaching  to  gan- 
grene. This  discrepant  appearance  of  the  viscera,  in  the  same  sub- 
ject, we  have  adverted  to  in  a  former  Essay,  as  a  matter  having  an  impor- 
tant bearinjr.  But  the  most  striking  incident  connected  with  this  case 
was,  that  the  enornious  tumor  of  the  neck  bad,  when  the  dissection  was 
made,  entirely  disappeared.*  We  may,  in  a  future  Essay,  advert  to  this 
circumstance  again,  in  connection  with  a  late  case  in  our  own  jiractice. 
As  in  the  former  subject,  the  heart  was  found  softened.  In  this,  the 
same  phenomenon  was  noticed  in  the  brain  ;  from  wliich  (taken  in  con- 
nection with  what  the  eminent  Professor,  who  made  the  dissections,  ob- 
serves, relative  to  the  discrepant  appearances  of  the  tissues,  from  those 
aflected  with  common  inflammalionj  we  should  infer,  that  the  infliunma- 
tory  phenomena  were  of  the  erysipelatous   kind — a   species  which  tends 

*  See  New-England  Journal  Tor  1613,  page  153  et  scq. 
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rapidly  to  gangrene,  to  the  efilision  of  lymph  and  of  semnri,  from  the 
laxity  of  the  vessels,  and  to  greater  disorg.mizatlon,  willi  less  fever,  thua 
tlie  other  kind. 

Tl)is  tendency  to  immense  serous  eiUi-iion  is  very  remarkahie.  We 
have  lormerly  noiiced  a  case  in  vvliich  three  quarts  were  lonnd  in  one 
saceiiliis  in  the  same  sidjject.  And  yet  another  is  recorded,  in  which,  in 
a  kind  of  cyst,  formed  hy  a  recent  concretion  of  lymph,  more  than  three 
qn.uts  of  thick  and  discolored  serum  were  discovered.*  Thi-;  lymphatic 
cyst  was  ahout  a  (juailer  of  an  inch  thick. f  The  low  state  of  the  pulse 
is  also  in  confirmation  of  this  pathology.  This,  indeed,  is  ahnost  or  quite 
the  only  steady  and  inseparahle  concomitant  of  the  disease,  the  other 
symptoms  heing  extremely  vaiious  and  diversified.  And  here  the  re- 
mark of  Hippocrates — tfiat  the  remedy  indicates  the  disease — may  be 
brought  to  bear.  For  from  no  one  source  have  we  ever  learned,  that  any 
practitioner  would  use  the  lancet  with  that  freedom  and  repetition  that  he 
vvoidd  in  genuine  pleurisy,  although  the  pain  was  more  severe.  These 
excruciating  pains  were  without  any  discoverable  cause,  either  in  the  sick 
or  in  the  dead,  which  seemed  sufficient  to  produce  their  extreme  violence. 
We  well  recollect  a  case  in  which  this  pain  was  in  the  abdomen,  aiid  that 
after  death  we  expected  to  hnd  some  obstruction,  introsusception,  adhe- 
sion, or  marks  of  violent  inflammation.  But  our  surprise  was  great  to  find 
nothing  of  either — and,  indeed,  nothing  at  all  except  a  slight  pink  color 
of  the  external  vessels  of  the  bowels,  which  would  hardly  have  been  no- 
ticed, had  we  found  anything  else  to  notice. 

The  comparative  result  of  different  dissections  seems  to  support  the 
opinion  that  the  most  apparent  phenonienon  was  an  inflammation  of  the 
serous  membranes.  This  might  be  in  the  meninges  of  the  brain,  in  the 
pericardium,  in  the  bronchia,  in  the  pleura,  in  the  kings,  or  in  the  intes- 
tines. But  what  could  occasion  those  extreme  local  and  circumscribed 
pains,  which  were  sometimes  felt  in  the  extremities?  We  shall  perhaps, 
in  a  future  Essay,  more  particularly  investigate  this  (juery,  and  at  })resent 
only  say  that  they  were  a  species  of  tic  douloureux. 

When  cough  and  expectoration  attended,  they  were  entirely  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  violence  of  the  symptoms.  Just  as  we  sometimes  find  in 
croup,  when  it  is  likely  to  prove  fatal.  There  was  one  feature  which, 
among  others,  was  quite  peculiar.  Persons  seized  suddeidy  with  excru- 
ciating pain,  sometimes  had  a  hallucination  that  some  one  had  severely 
beaten  them.  We  had  such  a  case  in  a  young  woman,  who  declared 
that  her  sister  had  been  inflicting  severe  blows  upon  her  stomach,  and 
had  then  hid  herself  under  the  bed.  And  Dr.  Jackson,  of  Boston, 
mentions  the  case  of  a  truckman,  who  had  the  same  kind  of  delirious 
idea.J  It  is  very  noticeable,  also,  that  when  spots  were  not  to  be  seen 
on  the  surface,  in  cases  of  death  and  dissection  they  were  found  on  one 
or  more  of  the  viscera — as  on  the  liver,  lungs,  and  pericardium. <§> 

Sudden  deaths,  during  the  reign  of  febrile  epidemics,  take  place  in  some 
instances  before  the  fever  forms.  They  may  be  compared  to  those  cases 
in  which  the  patient  suddenly  expires  after  amputation,  or    the  crushing 

*  Nevv-Eiiirhind  Jouruai  of  18J3,  pajje  2j2.  t  Ibid.  |  Ibid,  page  253. 

§  See  a  case  of  disease,  death  aud  dissection,  by  A.  Bullard,  M.D.,  ibid,  page  2C8. 
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of  a  rim1),iii  wlilcli  Sir  Astley  Coopor  ohservcs  tln^y  will  die  wiiliout 
*' ;my  rising ol"  (lie  pulst*  or  animal  licat  afli  r  tlic  accident."  We  have 
seen  a  cas(>  ol  proloinul  sliipor  cMdint^  in  (K.'alli,  in  a  carpenter  who  had 
both  his  lei^s  hii)Uen  hy  the  falling  of  a  pari  of  iho  frauic  of  a  hiiildin^ 
which  ho  was  hel|)inif  to  raise.  Poisons,  not  narcotic,  will  sometimes 
cause  a  coma  that  will  end  fatally.  We  saw  a  child  in  this  state  after  it 
had  (hank  a  soliilion  of  corrosive  suhlimale,  which  its  mother  had  preparef! 
to  use  ahoiit  her  bedstead,  and  at  the  time  we  were  veiy  much  surpris(;d 
at  such  an  elU'ct.  We  suppose  that  the  hrain  and  whole  nervous  en- 
eri,'y  are  |)aralyzed  in  such  cases  hy  the  poison,  and  that  someihinfi;  simi- 
lar occms  in  severe  hodily  injuries,  as  also  in  fevers  ;  and  althou^^h  hi^^hly 
inlereslin'4  palhologically,  are  still  less  wondeiful  than  the  sudden  efl'ect 
of  injuries  upon  the  secretions.  We  may  refer,  in  Jiddiiion  tci  what  we 
liave  noticed  in  a  former  Essay,  to  the  case  of  a  child  who  died,  as  re- 
lated hy  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  of  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater,  from  a 
blow  on  the  head,  which,  upon  examination  after  death,  had  in  its  «iall- 
blad(l(M"  a  colorless  fluid.  We  have  already  nolici^d  that  the  hile  occa- 
sionally assumes  many  different  colors  ;  hut  this  is  the  only  notice  that 
we  have  ever  seen  of  its  being  entirely  colorless. 

As  we  have  mentioned  sonn^thing  respecting  the  treatment  of  yellow 
fever,  we  will  here  conclude  by  saying  that  our  favorite  remedy  in  high, 
hot,  inflammatory  fevers,  as  a  cathartic  febrifuge,  is  cream  of  tartar  and 
sal  nitie,  of  each  eight  grains  in  impalpable  powder,  with  calomel  from 
ten  to  twenty  grains.  This  we  more  highly  esteem  than  the  popular  ten 
and  ten  of  jalap  and  calomel,  deeming  the  jalap  as  too  irritating  for  an 
inflamed  stomach.  If  our  remedy  does  not  prove  sufficiently  operative, 
it  may  be  follow  ed  with  castor  oil. 

Vinegar-whey  and  sage-tea  are  the  most  certain  and  innocuous  of  su- 
dorifics,  in  all  fevers  whatever.  Injections  of  a  solution  of  tartar-emetic, 
to  check  vomiting,  and  to  procure  stools,  are  very  potent  and  iujportant. 
Ipecac,  may  be  substituted  for  tartar-emetic,  wdien  debility  or  dysentery 
render  it  best  adapted.  It  must  be  used  mixed  in  milk  or  mucilage  |jro 
injectio. 


APPARATUS   FOR  FRACTURE   OF   THE   THIGH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Fiom  remarks  which  have  been  made  to  me  of  late,  in  conversa- 
tion with  medical  friends,  I  find  that  there  is  an  im|)ression  existing 
(thoutrh  I  know  not  to  what  extent)  that  the  apparatus  for  the  treatment 
of  oblicjue  fracture  of  the  thigh  bone,  which  is  used  at  the  INIassachusetts 
General  Hospital,  in  this  city,  was  either  the  invention  of  some  ingenious 
mechanic  of  Boston,  or  that  it  was  constructed  by  me,  from  the  sugges- 
tions or  directions  of  its  inventor.  Both  views  have  been  presented 
to  me. 

i\ow,  Sir,  if  there  is  any  merit  to  be  attached  to  this  thing,  as  there 
would  seem  to  be,  from  the  fact  that  the  improvement  has  been  adopted 
and  used  in  the  above-named  Hospital  for  more  than   twenty  years,  my 
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simple  wish  is,  ihat  it  should  rest  where  it  belon«;s.  The  facts  in  nlatlon 
to  this  apparatus  are  these.  Becomini^  dissalisficd  wiih  the  elftcl  of 
UesauU's,  in  the  treatment  of  some  cases  in  A.  D.  1818  and  19,  and 
havinj^  sudicient  reasons  for  rt^eclinj;  the  more  cumbrous  or)e  conlrivi-d 
by  Dr.  Physick,  I  designed  and  constructed  a  miniature  model  of  iliu  ap- 
paratus above  alluded  to.  This  i  adjusted  to  a  corresj)onding  miniature 
Miodt  I  of  the  pelvis  and  lower  extremity,  in  order  to  show  the  mode  of 
its  application,  and  presented  the  same  to  my  highly-esteemed  friend  and 
teacher,  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  who  directed  articles  of  due  size  to  be  made 
from  lliis  |)attern,  for  the  use  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Dr.  Warren,  probably,  has  the  model  still  in  his  possession,  and  1  doubt 
not  would  support  me  in  the  whole  of  the  above  statement  ;  and  further 
collateral  evidence  will  appear  by  adverting  to  the  A.  E.  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgert/,  Vol.  X.,  p.  33,  where  an  article  on  the  subject 
will  be  found  (with  an  engraving  of  the  apparatus),  written  and  com- 
municated by  me  in  A.  D.  18*21.  J.  F.  Flagg. 

Boston,  Nov.  Sd,  1841. 


ON   THE   CURE    OF   N.^VI   OR   NATURAL   MARKS. 

[The  following  remarks  on  the  cure  of  na^vus  maternus  are  by  Dr. 
Alarshall  Hall,  being  one  of  his  additions  to  Underwood's  Treatise  on  the 
Diseases  of  Children,  referred  to  in  last  week's  Journal.] 

The  principal  modes  of  the  cure  of  vascular  na?vus,  which  have 
been  hitherto  tried,  are — l,the  application  of  cold  and  pressure,  proposed 
by  Mr.  Abernethy  ;  2,  vaccination,  by  Mr.  Hodgson  ;  3,  excision,  by  Mr. 
J.  Bell ;  4,  the  ligature,  by  Mr.  J.  Bell,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  ; 
5,  the  application  of  the  potassa,  by  Mr.  Wardrop  ;  and  6,  the  ligature 
of  the  principal  artery  which  supplies  the  naivus.  The  fust  of  these 
modes  of  treatment  is  usually  insufficient ;  the  second  is  only  applicable  to 
superficial  noevi,  and  frequently  induces  ulceration  and  sloughing,  and 
eventually  a  scar;  the  third  is  frequently  dangerous  from  hemorrhage, 
and  proved  final  in  one  instance  even  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wardrop  ; 
the  fourth  is  attended  by  extreme  pain,  and  in  one  case  there  were  con- 
vulsions;  the  fifth  must  be  liable  to  the  same  objections:  all  these  reme- 
dies, except  the  first,  leave  a  scar,  and  are  totally  inapplicable  to  many 
cases  of  diffused  or  deep-seated  naevus  ;  the  ligature  of  the  artery  is  at 
once  a  formidable  and  unsuccessful  operation. 

To  this  list  of  remedies  must  be  added  the  tartar-emetic  ointment,  the 
nitric  acid,  he.  The  same  observations  apply  to  them.  Their  applica- 
tion is  attended  with  pain,  and  followed  by  a  scar. 

The  question  is,  can  we  devise  a  mode  of  treatment  in  these  cases, 
which  shall,  without  the  danger  of  inducing  ulceration  or  sloughing,  be 
efficient  in  the  cure,  applicable  to  all  circumstances  and  localities  of  the 
disease — to  parts  not  admitting  of  pressure,  and  to  parts  so  deeply  seated 
as  to  be  removed  from  the  action  of  vaccination,  and  not  to  admit  of  the 
ligature  or  of  excision  ?  All  these  objects  may,  I  think,  be  attained  by  a 
simple  operation ;  this  operation  is  calculated  to  induce  the  slow  adhesive 
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liin;iniin:itioii  in  parts  of  low  vit.ility,  nvoidiii;^'  (h(Mlrsliurtivo  procossos  of 
iilcciiilion  or  sl()ii'j,irmLi;  ;  it  is  ;i))i»lic;il)l('  to  any  part  not  adiiiittmi;  of  pres- 
sure, as  tlu;  cycrKl,  iIk,-  lip,  tlu.-  loii^^uc,  ilic  laltia  pudciidi,  lliis  auxiliary 
not  l)eiii^j  recjuired  lor  heiiiorrija^y,  or  any  oilier  event,  or  lor  tlie  cure  ; 
and  it  niay  he  carried  deeply,  to  paits  adjacent  to  an  artery,  to  hone,  ik.c,. 

It  oidy  r(Mjuires  to  he  doiu*  tlioiou'jhiy,  to  he  repeated  oftiMi  enon^^h, 
and  to  he  followed  hv  snllicicnl  delay  for  proc(>sses,  lU'cessarily  slow,  to 
he  eslahlished  and  completed. 

It  seems  lonu'  to  wail  weeks  and  months  for  the  compleiion  of  nature's 
operations,  ^'et  it  is  distinctly  proved  that  that  which  cannot  he  ac- 
complished in  the  present  case,  in  one  month,  or  in  two  months,  is  so  in 
six.  And  if  any  part  he  left  uncured,  the  remedy  is  as  simple  as  it  is 
easy  and  ellicacious.  I  cannot  have  the  sli<rlitest  douht  that  the  most 
formidahle  cases  would  he  cured  hy  the  persevering  repetition  of  this 
triflinu;  operation  every  two  months.  And  when  this  statement  is  con- 
trasted with  those  in  which  the  formidahle  operations  of  the  liLjature 
of  the  artery,  of  the  ligature,  or  excision  of  the  tumor,  and  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  caustic  potassa,  are  detailed,  it  must,  1  think,  he  admitted 
that  the  proposition  for  the  cure  of  naevus,  hy  mere  punctures,  or  slight 
incisions,  is  not  without  its  value. 

The  mode  of  cure  to  which  I  have  alluded,  consists  in  passinir  a  needle 
of  moderate  hut  sufficient  size,  and  with  cutting  edges,  through  the  na3vus, 
so  fre(juently  as  to  induce  the  adhesive  inflanunation  with  liie  deposit  of 
lymph,  and  so  as  to  ohlitcrate  and  consolidate  the  vessels  o(  which  it  is 
composed,  yet  so  seldom  as  to  incur  no  risk  of  inducing  sloughing.  The 
needle  must  be  passed  in  several  directions  fiorn  one  point  in  the  circum- 
ference of  the  na?vus,  to  several  points  more  or  less  opposite.  These 
punctures  or  incisions  must  Le  made  near  the  surface  in  the  superficial  ar- 
terial nffivus  ;  but  in  a  place  more  or  less  deeply  seated,  in  cases  of  the 
deeper  capillary  nasvus. 

The  operation  mu.-U  be  repeated  at  distinct  intervals  of  two,  three  or 
four  months,  according  to  the  state  of  the  case,  and  progress  of  the  cure  ; 
this  is  not  of  the  slightest  consequence,  for  the  operation  neither  inflicts 
pain  nor  occasions  hemorrhagy  of  any  moment  ;  or  the  whole  naevus  may 
be  divided  at  two  distinct  operations,  hy  seveiing  alternate  portions,  after 
any  convenient  interval  of  time. 

The  object  of  this  proposition  is  to  avoid  pahi,  hemorrhage,  and  s'^ar. 
Its  principhi  is  this:  to  substitute  cicatrix  for  the  nacvous  tissue.  In  fact, 
whatever  may  be  done,  sacrificing  the  skin,  may  be  done  preserving  it, 
whether  this  be  accomplished  by  punctures,  incisions,  or  even  hy  liga- 
ture. The  sole  difficulty  in  the  proposition  is  the  length  of  time  required 
for  nature's  operations:  patients  and  even  surgeons  are  unwilling  to  wait, 
and  wait  they  must,  if  the  cure  de[)en(ls  upon  the  establishment  of  adhe- 
sive inflammation  and  the  deposit  of  lymph. 


OIL  OF   KRGOT   IX    DIARRIKEA. 

Mr.  Wki(;iit  has  twice  administered  the  oil  of  eriiol  in  troublesome  diar- 
rhoea,and  with  very  marked  advantage.    The  dose  in  these  cases  was  ten 
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drops  every  three  hours,  and  hotli  the  patients  were  cured  on  the  day 
lolluwin:^  that  of  the  administration  of  the  in<*dicine.  It  must  he  under- 
stood, however,  continues  the  author,  that  this  remedy  acts  siniply  by 
sul)duini;  any  inordinate  irritahdity  of  the  intestines,  for  it  is  not  physio- 
loijically  an  astringent. 


rwcft  ixieicjrs^KHtT  r^ix'iv.* 
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DR.    HAYVVAIIDS   INTRODLCTORY    LECTURE. 

On  opening  ihe  lecture  term  at  the  iMeJical  Colleye  in  ihi.s  city,  last 
Wednesday,  it  devolved  upon  Dr.  Hayward,  Professor  of  the  In.siiiutes  of 
Surgery,  to  irive  the  introductory.  The  anatomical  theatre  was  well  filled 
at  an  early  hour.  The  discourse  was  an  admirable  one,  characterized  by 
plain  common-sense  reflections,  cogent  reasoning-,  and  excellent  language, 
well  arranged.  Were  we  in  possession  of  the  manuscript,  copious  selections 
would  be  made  from  it.  If  the  class  ask  its  publication,  as  it  is  hoped  they 
will,  the  public  will  derive  great  pleasure  from  its  perusal.  We  have 
heard  inlroduciories,  here  and  there,  in  various  institutions,  for  a  succes- 
sion of  medical  lecture  seasons,  but  have  no  recollection  of  having  been 
more  rationally  entertained  by  any  than  we  were  by  this. 


Trial  for  Mal-pr  active. — A  pamphlet  was  received  the  other  day,  for 
which  we  return  ihanlvs,  entitled  "  A  Kepori  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances relating  to  a  case  of  compound  fracture  and  prosecution  for  mal- 
practice, in  which  William  Siinth  was  plaintiff  and  Drs.  Goodyear  and 
Hyde  were  defendants,  at  Cortland  Village,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  V.,  March, 
1S41.  Comprising  statements  of  the  case  by  several  tnedical  gentlemen, 
together  with  notes  and  comments  on  the  testimony,  by  A.  B.  Shipman, 
M.D."  Some  reference  has  heretofore  been  made  to  this  ve.xatious  aQair, 
but  in  this  publication  the  facts  are  so  arranged  and  set  forth,  that  the 
reader  is  able  to  have  a  belter  understanding  of  the  matter,  than  through 
any  previous  channel. 

The  principal  object  of  Dr.  Shipman,  however,  in  the  publication  of 
this  pamphlet,  seems  to  be  a  vindication  of  his  own  practice  and  reputa- 
tion, as  regards  the  treatment  of  the  plaintiff's  case.  Drs.  Goodypar  and 
Hyde,  it  will  be  recollected,  who  were  physicians  to  the  almshouse  in 
which  the  plaintiff  resided,  advised  amputation  of  the  fractured  limb, 
which  was  opposed  as  unnecessary  by  Dr.  Shipman  and  one  or  two  others 
who  had  been  called  in  consultation.  In  consequence  of  this  disagree- 
ment, amputation  was  not  performed,  and  ten  days  after.  Dr.  Shipman 
was  called  upon  bv  the  patient  to  take  charge  of  the  case  in  place  of  the 
defendants.  Dr.  S.'s  mode  of  treatment,  by  sawing  off  a  piece  of  the 
protruding  bone,  in  lieu  of  amputation,  may  be  found  related  on  the  76ih 
page  of  this  volume  of  the  Journal.  The  action  was  brought  by  the 
plaintiff  to  recover  damages  for  mal-practice,  and  the  defence  of  course 
rested  in  part   on   the  propriety  of  amputating   at  the  time  the  operation 
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wn''  proposed.  Snrrroniis  of  ro<:porlal)iliiv  'i\n^\  ^Ivill  tostififf]  as  to  the  cx- 
j)i';litMicv  of  tioih  luotlcs  n(  trculmciii  in  (|U('>li(m,  hiii  ilie  r^xill  was  >iich 
oil  llic  niiiids  ()(  (lie  plaiiilitl  s  i'oiiiim'I  llial  llic  siiii  was  wiili<liM  svii  hy 
lluMu  Itt'loTi'  ii  wiMii  lo  llic  jury-  L)i".  ''S.  h^i^u^■<  lorwar.l  in  ih'.'  pa:M|)lilel 
.siillii'ieiil  aiiili(»iilv,  wo  sliouM  think,  (or  his  (•h()ic(;  (>(  ircalinerii,  lo  pre- 
viMil  aiiv  ^li^Mia  aliachiiiL;  to  his  ic|)iiiaiioii  as  a  .siirLjeoii  ;  and  this  we  ^ay 
wiiiioui  in  llii'  h.'a>l  inU'iidinL;-  lo  rcdefl  upon  ihe  views  of  ilie  other  medi- 
cal L^enlK'iiii'n  I'onoeniod.  indeed  ihe  re^iull  of  the  iirosL'Cuiioii  will  al* 
ways  he  a  siiirii.'ienl  defenre  on  their  part. 

i'rosc(-iiiioiis  for  inal-practice  are  jirctly  nmch  of  a  piece  with  those  for 
a  hreaeh  of  promise  of  marriage,  and  are  looked  upon  hy  the  discriiriinat- 
iuf^-  pulilic  in  a  similar  liij^ht.  They  nre  in  i^^enerai  a  pretext,  and  that  is 
all,  for  sponi^in;:^  a  little  monev  out  of  some  one  who  has  jrot  irior(.'  than 
the  plaiiuiti  ;  a!ilioui;h  som(Mimes,  were  ii  possihle  to  prohe  to  the  bottom 
ot  the  motive,  it  would  he  found  to  he  an  arch  scheme  for  mining  the  re- 
putation of  the  defendant.  In  all  trials  for  mal-pra''tico  in  iriedicine  and 
suruery,  our  sympathies  are  in  the  first  place  enlisted  on  the  siile  of  the 
defendant,  kiiowiiii:^,  as  we  do.  from  years  of  critical  observation  into  the 
history  of  these  litigations,  that  the  public  good,  humanity,  benevolence, 
philanthropy  or  any  other  praiseworthy  object,  is  in  most  cases  entirely 
out  of  the  (juestion. 

We  hope  this  report  will  have  an  extensive  circulation,  as,  aside  from 
any  local  or  personal  object,  it  will  have  the  effect  of  putting  surgeons  on 
iheir  guard  against  unprincipled  patients  and  their  special  friends. 


Devotion  to  Science. — Within  a  short  time  the  Cabinet  of  the  Boston 
Phrenological  Society,  consisting  of  a  vast  collection  of  casts,  has  been 
deposited  in  new  apartments  in  Washington  street.  In  the  course  of  an 
examination  of  this  very  curious  museum,  tiie  other  day,  we  were  shown 
the  skull  of  the  late  M.  Roberton,  of  Paris,  who  not  onlv  bequeathed 
very  many  curious  heads  to  this  Society,  but  a  sum  of  money  lo  defray 
the  cost  of  transportation,  and  lastly,  his  own  head!  This  came  safely  in 
a  small  box,  and  is  more  sirikinu:  in  consequence  of  having  two  prodi- 
gious rows  of  teeth,  than  for  any  notable  protuberance  on  the  cerebral  re- 
gion. M.  R.  entertained  a  devoted  feeling  of  attachment  to  Dr.  Spurz- 
heim,  and  after  showing  liis  love  for  the  science  of  phrenology,  it  was  the 
constant  desire  of  his  heart,  we  understand,  to  have  his  sk'iill  placed  by 
the  side  of  that  great  philosopher's — in  which  he  is  likely  to  be  indulged. 


Fatality  of  Epidemics. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Clapp,  in  a  late  charity  sermon 
at  New  Orleans,  said  that  he  had  resided  twenty-one  years  in  that  city 
wanting  a  few  months,  and  had  witnessed  in  that  period  eleven  epidemic 
yellow-fever  years,  and  two  cholera  seasons — each  carrying  to  a  sudden 
grave  never  less  than  three  thousand  human  beinors,  and  often  five  thou- 
sand. Within  twenty  years,  one  hundred  thousand  persons  had  been  swept 
away  in  that  city  ;  and  of  that  immense  number,  twentv-five  thousand  were 
young  men,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  20  years.  We  have  never  seen 
a  more  striking  allusion  to  the  fearful  ravages  of  death,  in  any  one  city. 
Yet  adventurers  will  rush  on  to  the  grave,  notwithstanding  the  continual 
warning  of  the  acclimated  inhabitants,  "  to  keep  away  till  the  fever 
subsides." 
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Consciousness  of  Suffering. — John  Dougherty,  some  time  since,  wr 
dre.\iUully  crasiieil  beiwetMi  a.  rjiil-ro:iJ  car  anil  the  wall  of  the  iicl<ei 
lite,  ui  lialiiinore.  He  h:is  recovered,  and  his  reccdU'ciion  of  the  sen 
tii)ns  he  expeneiK-ed  ui  ihe  ino.neiit,  is  vividly  ile.scnbed  in  the  ArneriiM 
of  lhi\t  city.  It  seems  thai  his  first  expedaiion  was  that  the  car  would  I 
stopped  ;  but  it  rolled  on,  and  he  lelt  Ibe  horrible  [)ressure  slowly  advair 
iny^.  He  next  fell  the  awt'nl  sensation  of  the  breakin;^  in  of  his  rib^. 
terrible  teelin^'^  next  came  over  him,  as  ihoiii,'!j  a  burning  (lame  had  sm 
detily  pissed  Irom  the  lower  pirt  of  ilie  holy  to  the  li'-ad — which  wi; 
caused  by  the  violent  injection  oC  bh)od  into  the  brain.  At  that  morner 
he  became  senseless  and  fell,  apparently  dead.  A  relnrn  to  consciousne? 
is  described  to  have  been  lilve  the  etfects  of  an  unpleasant  dream,  froi 
which  it  seemed  that  there  would  be  relief  when  he  awoke.  It  appeare 
to  by-sian  iers  impossible  that  he  should  recover  ;  yet  under  the  watchfi 
care  of  Dr.  Duubar,  he  has  been  finally  restored.  We  liope  to  see  a  moi 
particular  account  ot  the  injuries  received  in  this  case,  drawn  up  by  L) 
D.  himself. 

ImportaJice  of  Punctuality  to  Medical  Men. — The  editor  of  the  Londo 
Lancet,  in  some  excellent  advice  to  students  on  commencing  their  studie 
has  the  following  remarks  on  the  importance  of  punctuality. 

"  But  to  reap  the  fruits  of  this  instruction,  he  must  bind  hiinself  dow 
to  the  unswerving  exercise  of  punctuality.  A  single  lecture  lost  is  a  lin 
gone,  which  the  whole  session  may  not  be  adequate  to  repair  ;  but  in  ae 
dition  to  this,  a  breach  of  punctuality  is  a  moral  sin  of  the  most  seriou 
kind,  and  deserving  of  the  strongest  censure.  Punctuality  is  a  virtu 
more  necessary  to  the  me'lical  practitioner  than  to  any  other  member  i 
society.  With  what  confidence  does  the  auonized  ami  enduring  patier 
look  forward  to  the  mofueut  when  the  assuager  and  comforter  of  his  paiti 
shoulil  arrive.  Cruel,  indeed,  and  lost  to  all  kindness,  must  be  the  heai 
that  under  such  circumstances  could  permit  delay.  Punctuality  inspire 
confidence  not  only  in  medicine,  but  in  every  other  calling  of  life.  H 
who  would  observe  punctuality  should  hud  an  excellent  means  of  trainin 
in  that  important  attribute,  in  the  daily  duties  of  his  hospital  educalior 
The  lecturer  should  step  into  his  class-room  at  the  precise  moment  of  th 
striking  of  the  clock:  and  cease  as  the  minute-hand  completes  its  revolt 
lion  :  the  medical  ollicers  should  commence  their  visits  to  the  wards  of  th 
hospital  at  the  instant  that  they  advertise — knowing  the  value  of  the  sti; 
dent's  time,  and  feeling  for  the  anxious  expectancy  of  the  suffering  pc 
tient  ;  all  should  be  regular  as  clock-work.  It  was  a  saying  of  the  im 
mortal  Nelson,  that  he  gained  all  his  victories  by  the  quarter  of  an  hou 
preceding  the  time  which  he  had  appointed.  It  is  a  practice  with  our  be? 
surgeons,  in  nacning  an  hour  for  an  operation,  to  have  everything  pre 
pared  a  half  hour  beforehand,  and  to  anticipate  by  that  half  hour  the  sus 
pense  of  the  expectant  sick.  Such  surgeons  must  be  eminent,  not  only  i 
the  eyes  of  their  professional  brethren,  but  also  in  those  of  the  public 
All  men  can  judge  of  punctuality,  but  all  cannot  judge  of  medical  knov\ 
ledge  ;  their  judgment  will,  therefore,  be  decided  by  that  which  they  ca 
appreciate.  We  do  not  apprehend  scepticism  upon  this  important  sut 
ject,  but  if  we  analyze  the  principles  of  punctuality,  we  shall  find  that  the 
are  the  most  ennobling  of  the  human  mind.  Punctuality  is  a  lernar 
compound  of  conscientiousness,  benevolence  and  firmness.  The  non 
punctual  man  has  no   consideration   for  the   time  and  property  of  his  fel 
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low  men  ;  he  is  urged  by  no  correct  principle  of  duly  ;  the  indurcmpnis 
of  kinilness  have  no  place  in  his  heart  ;  and  that  steady  firinncs^s  is  want- 
ing which  would  enable  him  to  break  from  present  occupation,  however 
trilling,  to  fulfil  his  promised  en.i;agemenls.  Gentlemen,  be  punctual,  if 
you  would  win  the  respect  of  the  society  in  which  you  move.  If  you  be 
so  unfortunate  as  not  to  see  its  value  now,  be  punctual  still,  for  the  mo- 
ment is  not  far  distant  when  you  will  be  enabled  to  appreciate  fully  its 
iinj)oriance." 

Quackery  and  Humbug. — The  Medical  Society  of  London  held  its 
first  meetinir  for  the  S(>ssi()ii,  September  27.  1S41.  Dr.  Clutterburk,  pre- 
sident, in  the  chair.  There  was  a  very  full  attendance  of  members  and 
visiters.  In  some  preliminary  observations,  Dr.  Clutterbuck  took  occasion 
to  allude  to  several  kinds  of  "  quackery  "  and  "humbug"  which  have 
lately  prevailed,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  profession.  He  particularly 
alluded  to  some  new  operations  for  defective  vision,  to  operations  for  stam- 
mering, and  to  mesmerism.  He  classed  the  three  together  as  being 
equally  worthy  of  condemnation.  He  could  not  help  expressing  regret 
and  surprise,  that  such  proceedings  as  these  should  obtain,  even  a  transient 
notoriety,  in  a  profession  so  strictly  one  of  fact,  as  that  of  medicine. 
When,  however,  they  did,  unhappily  for  the  public  and  the  profession,  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  dupes,  then  it  was  the  duty  of  societies^  like  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  London,  to  expose  and  conilemn  the  fallacies.  This  was 
one  great  benefit  which  medical  societies  conferred  upon  the  public. — Ibid. 


Obscure  Disease  of  the  Heart. — Dr.  Johnson  related,  at  the  same  meet- 
ing, the  case  of  a  young  genileman,  who  had  become  gradually  ema- 
ciated without  any  obvious  cause.  He  had  no  fever  ;  his  pulse  was  weak 
and  slov,',  but  his  appetite  was  good.  He  was  placed  under  the  care  of 
several  eminent  men,  who  all  of  them  failed  in  detecting  any  kind  of  dis- 
ease ;  and  as  the  emaciation  progressed,  he  was  sent  to  Leamington. 
Here  it  was  said  he  would  soon  get  well,  but  one  morninn^  the  phvsician 
in  attendance  found,  to  his  surprise,  that  there  was  no  pulse  ;  he  therefore 
ordered  hitT)  off'  to  London  immediately.  He  was  brought  to  town  in  an 
invalid  carriage,  and  Dr.  Johnson  saw  him.  He  lived  one  week.  Dur- 
ing this  lime  he  was  examined  with  the  greatest  attention,  hut  no  trace  of 
disease  could  be  discovered  ;  the  pulse  was  scarcely  to  be  delected,  and 
the  heart's  action  could  not  be  heard.  After  death,  no  structure  or  organ 
appeared  to  be  diseased,  except  that  they  were  all  much  attenuated,  till 
the  heart  was  exposed.  On  examining  this  organ  the  two  surfaces  of  the 
pericardium  were  so  adherent  that  they  could  not  be  separated  with  a 
scalpel.  The  heart  itself  was  not  larger  than  a  goose's  e^^^,  while  the 
parietes  of  the  left  ventricle  were  an  inch  and  a  half  in  thickness.  The 
cavities  of  the  organ,  instead  of  being  able  to  contain  twelve  drachms  of 
fluid,  would  barely  hold  three  drachms. 

This  was  an  instance  of  inflammation  having  produced  its  destructive 
effects  before  its  presence  was  detected.  Death  resulted  from  the  gradual 
diminution  of  the  quantity  of  blood,  and  the  inability  of  the  heart  to  do 
its  office. — Ibid. 

On  the  Propagation  of  the  Variolcr  Vaccina;  by  Crusts  from  J  he  Coiv. 
By  John  Baron,  M.D.,F.R.S. — On  the  7ih  of  this  month  my  friend  Mr. 
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Coles  informed  me  that  he  had  hpard  of  the  existence  of  the  variolae  vac- 
cince  at  a  (arm  a  sliort  distance  irom  tliis  place.  The  rollowiujj  fnorning' 
we  visited  the  cows.  One  only  hatl  been  atFected  hy  the  complaint.  The 
teats  were  covered  with  the  remains  of  the  disease,  but  not  a  single  vesi- 
cle exi"<t(?d  from  which  lymph  could  he  taken.  Under  these  circiimsiances 
I  recommended  Mr.  Coles  to  collect  a  (ew  crusts.  This  was  tione,  and  on 
the  lOih  of  ihis  month  he  triturated  two  of  them  with  cold  pure  waier, 
havini^  previonsly  separated  the  tnari^in  and  outer  lavers  of  ea<'h  crust, 
ami  with  the  flail  thus  ohiaineJ  he  inornlaled  six  children,  with  three 
punctures  otj  each  arm.  Out  of  these  thirty-six  punctures  only  one  took 
effect.  The  vesicle  formed  in  this  insiance  was  rather  small,  but  very 
perfect  in  its  forn^  and  character  ;  so  much  so  that  no  hesiiaiion  was  lelt 
about  the  propn'jty  of  atlempiin'j[  to  pr<)pai;ate  the  disease  from  it.  Mr. 
Coles  ai'Cordini^Hy  used  it  on  f/no  children  on  the  17lh,  and  one  on  the 
19ih.  all  of  which  succeeded.  From  one  of  these  patients,  vaccinated  on 
the  17ih,  he  vaccinated  four  on  the  :2lih  ;  and  froui  that  vaccinated  on  the 
19th,  he  charged  about  forty  points  on  tl»e  i26ih.  All  the  vesicles  were 
verv  fine  and  perfect,  w'ith  the  exception  of  those  on  one  of  the  children 
vaccinated  on  the  17lh.  The  deviation  in  this  instance  clearly  arose  from 
the  co-existence  of  an  alfeciion  of  the  skin,  which  manifested  itself  the 
day  after  the  Ivniph  was  inserted,  ami  so  completely  altered  the  character 
of  the  vesicle  as  to  render  it  unfit  (or  use.  I  am  the  more  induced  to 
dwell  for  a  moment  on  this  latter  event,  as  I  have  reasons  to  know  that 
the  evils  arisinj^  from  inattention  to  deviations  of  this  kind  are  not  suifi- 
ciently  reg^arded  hy  gentlemen  employed  by  the  Guardians  in  vaccinating 
the  pv)or.  I  myseK,  at  least,  have  had  conununications  from  two  Unions 
on  this  very  point.  It  cannot  therefore  be  too  siron^^ly  stated  that  per- 
sons vaccinated  under  such  circmnsinn'-es  ounhl  not  to  he  considered  as 
secure  from  subsequcmt  attacks  of  smallpox. — Lon.  Med.  Gaz. 


Medical  Miscellany. — From  Bnenos  Ayres,  the  sad  intelligence  was 
brought  last  week,  by  the  harcpie  Chalcedony,  that  scarlatina  was  raging 
so  dreadiuliv,  Sept.  lOih,  that  from  forty  to  (ifty  a  day  were  dying  with  it 
— cases  occurring  in  nearly  every  fnnilv.  There  had  been  but  little  or  no 
rain  for  four  mouths,  and  the  cattle  were  dying  in  great  numbers  also. — 
New  cases  of  yellow  fever  are  continually  occurring  at  Vicdisburg,  but 
they  are  thought  to  be  of  a  less  malignant  character.  It  is  impossible  to 
pre»lici  the  final  issue  of  this  raging  epidemic  at  New  Orleans.  People 
are  still  swept  off  at  a  fearful  rate;  and  although  warned  by  the  whole 
press  of  the  ciiv  to  keep  avvav.  strangers  are  pouring  in  from  the  North  by 
thousands. — Dr.  W.  C.  Wallace,  an  excellent  writer  and  operator  on  the 
eye,  has  bei^i  appointed  to  ihe  chair  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery  in  the  Ver- 
mont Medical  Acadetny.  —  Dc.  Kilbourne  is  about  giving  a  private  course 
of  lectures  on  anatomy,  physiolou^y  and  hygeia,  in  New  York. — The  in- 
jection of  a  solution  of  chlorure  of  ulunnnum  into  the  aorta  of  an  animal, 
will  preserve  the  body,  it  is  said,  indefinitely.  —  Dr.  M.  C.  Greene  has 
been  appointed  post-master  at  South  Wohurn,  Mass.  —  Dr.  Tolland,  of 
Columbia,  S.  C.  recently  operated  successfully  on  a  boy  seven  or  eight 
years  old,  for  stammering.  —  A  young  American  medical  •ludenl,  says  the 
Western  Journal  of  Medicine,  was  attacked  last  autumn  with  enteritis,  and 
placed  himself  under  the  care  of  M.  V.,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the 
Parisian  faculty,  who  prescribed  five  leeches  to  the  abdomen,  water  sweet- 
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cnotl  with  bcct-root  sugar,  taken  ad  libitum,  and  a  lavement  of  cold  water, 
to  be  taken  twice  a  day  ! — It  was  lately  stated  at  a  nieeting  of  the  London 
Medical  Society,  that  gastrodynia  had  been  removed  in  many  cases  by 
five-minim  doses  of  stramonirtm  given  three  times  a  day.  —  Surgeon  Gene- 
ral Lawson,  of  Washington,  was  recently  appointed  by  the  President  one 
of  the  connnifsiouers  for  selecting  a  suitable  site  for  a  national  armory, 
on  the  western  waters.  —  Dr.  John  S.  Butler  was  re-elected,  last  vveek,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  South  Boston. — Drs.  Cut- 
ter and  l*arker,  who  have  jointly,  of  late,  managed  a  private  institution 
for  the  iiisaiio,  at  iV'pperell,  Alass.,  have  dissolved  copartnership,  to  take 
eflect  Nov.  1.  Dr.  Cutter  will  now  have  the  entire  control,  as  in  former 
times. — It  is  said  (here  are  100  physicians  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Numher  of  deatlis  in  Boston  for  the  week  endinc;  Nov.  6,  36.— Mnlen,  16  ;    Females,  20.     Slillltorn,  5. 

or  consum|>tioii,  8  — t)  pluis  fever,  4— luii!,'  lever,  2— drowned,  1— cr()ii|),3— dehility,  2— piiemiionia, 
1— scarlet  fever, 5— bleediiiti;  at  tlie  lungs,  1— canker,  1— (dd  age,  1— teelliing,  1— broncliiti.-,,  1— paraly- 
sis, 1 — inarasnins,  1 — unknown.  2. 

i\lAF<KiKi), — In  Boston,  Oononi  Gray,  M.D.,  of  Point  Levre,  L.  C,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet S.  A.  Bryant.— At  Hi!lsburou'<h,  N.  C,  Dr.  William  Mallet,  of  Fayetteville, 
to  Miss  C.  B.  Walker. — At  Limerick,  Me.,  Charles  L.  Swasey,  AI.D.,  to  Miss  iJ. 
Perry. 

Dir.n, — At  Mansfield,  Dr.  Roland  Green, 7(5. — At  Marion,  Alabama,  Dr.  Henry 
Yarbrough,  34. — At  Lexington,  Ky.,  Dr.  Thomxs  P.  Satterwhite.  in  consequence  of 
being  thrown  from  his  horse. — At  St.  Joseph-,  Florif'a,  Dr.  Edward  R.  Gibson, 
editir  of  the  Floridan. — In  Kent  Co.,  Maryland,   Dr.  Morgan  Brown,  72. 
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Remarks. 


Great  storm,  snow  at  5  o'clock. 

Storm  continues,  with  wind,  snow  &  rain. 

Storm  coiitiiines. 

3.19  inches  of  rain  during  storm. 

.31  inch  of  rain. 

Liglitninj;  in  the  south  in  the  evening. 
Frcst  in  the  inulit— ilie  fiist  this  year. 
.05  inch  of  rain  in  tlie  nii;ht. 


Aurora  borealis. 
.01  inch  of  rain. 

High  wind. 
.23  inch  of  rain. 


]IIalo  around  the  moon. 


Very  pleasant— days  smoky  and  calm- 
Indian  summer. 


Halo  around  the  moon. 


This  month  has  been  variable,  the  first  part  of  it  wet,  with  mueh  dull  and  cloud\  weather,  the  latter 
part  of  it  pleasant,  and  the  two  last  days  (|uite  warm.  3.H2  inches  o(  rain  fell.  Range  of  thermometer 
from  23  to  70  ;  barometer,  from  2e.73  to  29.91.     No  severe  frost  till  the  loth. 
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MEDICAL  WORKS,  PUBLISIIF.D    RV    RARRINGTON  &.   IIASU  I'LL,  PIIIL- 

A DELPHI  A. 

Anorvl's  Mt'dirul  Clinic-,  llrynat'-'i  Aiiiiti)iiii(;al  Exiiriiliiatioiiii  ;  Uiirtie  on  Ilahitiiul  L'dii^^tipntion ; 
CluttiTbiick  oil  Uloodleltiiig -,  OolliiidN  I'ractical  Treatise  on  Midwiti-ry  ;  Coopei'ii  (rtir  A.)  Ltrcturca 
oil  Surgery  -,  Diiiiiii^  uii  'IV-liiaii:!  ;  C'litli-r  on  liHiida;{ei>  and  Uanda^iin^  °,  Kdwardn  on  (lie  Intlut-nce  of 
Pliysiciil  Agents  on  I,it'e  •,  E|iid»iiiic.s  ol  tlic  Middle  A}<es  ;  Ksriay  on  I'lis  Niolu^y  and  liNKiene,  l»y  Reid, 
Elireaber^,  iSlroineyer,  Miiller,  &c.  ;  Evansoii  and  Maiin^i-le  on  the  MaiiH;i;t-iiiL'iit  and  Uineasex  of  Chil- 
dren ;  Freckleson's  Outlines  ol  Patholiit^y  ;  (looch's  .Midwifery  ;  Ilcdland'u  Notes  and  RerieetioiiH  ; 
Homer's  Med.  and  Topoj?.  Observations  npoti  the  Mediterranean,  Portujfal,  Acv.  ;  Hunter  on  the  lilood, 
Inrtauiinalion,  and  <>nn-sliot  Wounds-,  Hunter  on  the  Teeth  ;  Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Disease  )  Hun- 
ter on  the  Annual  (E  •onoiiiy  ;  Hunter's  I'riiuiples  of  Siir;(ery  ;  Hunter's  Life  ;  Hunter's  Coiii|ilete 
Works,  4  vols  ;  l,a\cofk  on  M>steria;  Lee's  Oltserv.  on  the  I'rincipal  Merlical  Insiiiutioiis  and  Prac- 
tice of  Kraiue,  llulv  and  (Germany,  in  1  vol.,  willi  Jidinson's  S>llalMis  of  .Materia  Medud,  and  hathaiii'tf 
Le  'lines  on  Cliniial  Medicine  ;  .Macartney  on  Iiirtainination  ;  .Ma;.'en(lie  on  the  Hlo(<d  ;  Mar.-.liall  on  the 
Heart,  l.un^js,  Sloinacii,  Liver,  Ace,  with  Wealherhead  on  Uisea.->es  of  the  Luiijjs  ;  Milleii^en's  Curios- 
ities of  .Medical  E\.perienfe  ;  I'luinhe  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin  ;  I'lichard  on  Insanity,  Ac.  ;  Ricord  on 
Venereal  Disorders.  &e.,  and  .Vinussat's  Lectures  on  Retcation  of  Urine;  Stokes's  Lectures  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  with  Notes,  and  12  Atldilioaal  l,ectures,  hy  John  liell,  M.D  ;  Wil- 
liaais  oil  tile  Piiysioloi^y  and  Diseases  of  tlic  Cliest  ;  Willis  »)a  L'riaarv  Disi  ases  and  tlit  ir  Treatment  ; 
Si'li-'t  .Medical  laliraiv  and  llnliciiacd'  Medical  Science,  containing  Bell's  Materia  Medica,  and  Schill 
aiul  .Vretii'us  on  the  Causes  and  Sisiiis  of  Diseases. 
Nearly  realy,  Graves  and  Gerhard's  Clinical  Lectures.  Aug.  11 — 

m:\v  vouk  mkdicm.  instituimv 

This  Institution  has  heen  formed  for  the  more  successful  prosecution  of  medical  studies,  and  the  pro- 
niolion  of  inenical  science  in  ihe  cjiy  oi'  New  York. 

The  instructions  will  he  divided  into  a  Summer  and  Winter  course.  The  summer  course  of  Lerturea 
will  commence  on  the  (irst  Monday  in  April,  and  coatiiiiie  till  the  first  of  .Inly,  when  there  will  he  ii 
vacation  till  the  I5th  of  September.  The  lectures  will  then  be  resumed  and  continued  until  the  last 
week   ill  October.     The  courses  of  iiislrnciiDii  as  (bllows  : 

1.  Clinical  Siiruerv  —  Valeaiiae  Molt,  M.D.,  Granville  Sharp  Pattison,  M.D.  2.  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence—.John  \V.  Draper,  M.D.  3.  (;eiier:il  and  Onliopedic  Siirgery  — W.  Detmold,  .>LD.  4.  General 
and  S  )ccial  Patholonv  ami  Therapeutics— Charles  A.  Lee,  ISLD.  .5.  Siirirical  and  Pathological  Anaio- 
inv  and  Operative  Suri^ery — .John  Murray  CuriHx'lian,  .M.D.  6.  Practical  Medicine  — .James  Stewart, 
M.D.  7.  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear — Alfred  C.  Post,  M.D.  H.  Chemistry  and  Medical  Botany  — 
Daniel  Gardner,  M.D. 

Fees  for  the  summer  course,  $10.     For  sinirle  Tirkeis,  $10. 

^yintiT  Course. — The  Winter  Courst;  will  consist  of  Rcciialioiis,  and  Examinations  on  the  difTerent 
brandies  of  medicine  and  siirgerv,  taiisrlit  in  the  medical  deiiartnient  of  the  University  of  New  York, 
and  will  be  conducted  by  the  following  gentlemen. 

1.  Institutes  of  Medicine,  Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry — C.  A.  Lee,  M.D.  2.  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  M  dicine  and  Obstetrics— James  Stewart,  M.D.  3.  Anatuniy  and  Surjfery— John  Murray  Car- 
nothan,  M.D. 

The  course  to  commence  in  the  first  week  in  November,  and  to  continue  until  the  first  of  March. 
Fees  for  Ihe  course,  $-J').     For  single  'I'icketj,  ."$10. 

For  further  information  applv  ti)  the  Secretarv,  8(1  Prince  street,  near  Broadwav. 

VVLENTINE  MOTT,  M.D.,  President. 
JAMES  STEWART,  M.D.,  Secretary.        O.  13— 2t 

IMKDICAI.    INSTRUCTION. 

The  undersigned  have  united  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  students   in  medicine  and   affording  them  a 
complete  professional  education.     The  fidlowiag  are  some  of  the  advantai.'es  which  are  r>ffered. 

Students  will  l)e  admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  the  liitirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.  At  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Bowditch  will  deliver  a 
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ACUTE    BRONCFIITIS. 

FROM  UR.  Watson's  lectures   on  the  principles  and   practice  of  physic. 

Inflammation  of  the  menihrane  lining  the  air-passages  may  be,  and  often 
is,  a  very  acute  and  dangerous  disorder,  i.  e.  the  inflammation  may  be 
both  intense  and  extensive  ;  it  may  descend  into  the  vesicular  texture, 
and  occupy  tlie  whole  surface  of  the  membrane  on  one  side  of  the  chest, 
and  then  it  may  be  a  very  grave  disease  ;  or  it  may  involve  the  whole 
lining  membrane  of  both  lungs,  and  then  it  is  always  attended  with  con- 
siderable peril. 

This  inflammation  will  sometimes,  when  it  is  thus  general  over  the 
whole  membrane,  linger  for  a  considerable  time  in  its  first  stage  ;  and  it 
may  even,  after  so  lingering,  subside  again  without  ever  passing  beyond 
the  first  stage,  fiy  the  first  stage  I  mean  the  stage  of  dryness.  Very 
little  notice  of  this  modification  of  bronchitis  has  been  taken  by  authors. 
Dr.  Latham  has  given  a  distinct  and  graphic  description  of  it,  to  the  ac- 
curacy of  which  I  can  testify  from  my  own  experience.  You  will  find 
cases  of  it  detailed  in  his  book.  Since  they  were  published,  some  striking 
instances  of  this  form  of  the  disease  have  occurred  to  myself.  One, 
which  happened  lately,  I  will  relate  by  way  of  example.  I  was  asked 
by  an  old  pupil  of  the  hospital  to  see  a  lady,  his  patient,  in  Gordon 
square.  I  found  her  feverish  and  in  a  state  of  exlreme  dyspncea,  sitting 
U|)  in  bed  from  inability  to  lie  down,  laboring  for  her  breath  ;  her  face 
turgid  and  rather  livid,  her  nostrils  working,  her  shoulders  elevated  ;  she 
could  scarcely  speak,  but  expressed,  in  what  she  did  say,  a  dread  of  im- 
mediate suffocation.  She  had  been  in  nearly  the  same  state  for  a  day  or 
two.  On  listening  at  her  back  I  could  hear  the  air  slowly  wheezing  and 
whistling  into  her  lunirs  everywhere,  and  then  leaving  them  still  more 
slowly,  with  a  prolonged  growl,  something  like  that  of  an  angry  cat. 
There  was  no  true  vesicular  breathing  ;  there  was  no  crepitation  ;  and 
there  was  no  part  into  which  the  air  did  not,  although  with  difliculty,  find 
its  way.  The  chest  was  everywhere  resonant  on  percussion.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  membrane  throughout  was  tumid  and  dry,  and 
in  the  earliest  stage  of  inflammation.  Depletion  had  already  been  em- 
ployed in  this  case,  and  we  had  recourse  to  the  tartar  emetic.  This  was 
given  in  free  and  repealed  dos(^s,  till  it  produced  nausea  and  sickness. 
Whenever  it  did  so,  the  j)ulse  diminished  in  force,  the  face  became 
blanched,  and  the  breathing  much  easier;  and  the  medicine  was  then 
suspended  until  these  effects  had  gone  off,  when  it  was  repeated  in  the 
15 
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same  manner.  The  disease  was  not  put  a  sudden  stop  to,  however,  by 
this  treatment  ;  it  was  kept  at  buy  for  a  day  or  two  longer,  and  then  a 
copious  secretion  from  the  mucous  membrane  took  place,  with  great  relief 
to  all  tlie  distressing  symjUoins.  Then,  of  course,  crepitation  became 
universally  audihle.  Except  the  debility  which  it  left  behind,  the  patient 
soon  recovered  of  the  bronchial  inflammation. 

But  in  the  areat  majority  of  instances  the  inflammation  does  not  thus 
linger  in  its  first  stage  ;  the  membrane  soon  begins  to  pour  out  glairy  mu- 
cus; so  that  we  do  not  often  meet  with  siZ/i/ws,  without  finding  at  the 
same  time,  in  some  part  of  the  same  lung,  that  there  is  also  small  and 
large  crepitation.  It  is  of  some  importance  to  attend  to  the  characters 
of  the  mucus  that  is  expectorated.  It  is  trans|)arent  and  viscid.  If  you 
pour  it  from  one  vessel  into  another,  it  flows  out  in  one  mass  of  extreme 
tenacity;  it  will  draw  out  sometimes  like  melted  glass;  and  the  degree 
of  viscosity  is  a  tolerably  accurate  measure  of  the  degree  of  the  existing 
inflammation.  Upon  the  surface  of  the  viscid  mucus  there  is  usually 
more  or  less  froth,  the  quantity  of  it  depending  on  the  facility  or  the 
difficulty  with  which  the  sputa  are  brought  up.  If  the  patient  does  not 
expectorate  till  after  a  long  fit  of  coughing,  during  which  air  has  been 
many  times  inspired  and  expired,  and  has  thus  got  intimately  mingled  with 
the  mucus  that  fills  the  air-passages,  the  expectoration  will  contain  nu- 
merous little  air-bubbles  :  will  be  very  frothy.  Sometimes,  also,  during 
this  stage  of  the  complaint,  the  sputa  are  marked  with  streaks  of  blood. 

While  the  expectoration  possesses  the  charactei-s  1  have  been  describ- 
ing, the  inflammation  is  still  intense,  and  the  fever  and  dyspnoea  con- 
siderable. This  correspondence  between  the  general  symptoms  and 
the  matters  spat  up  was  well  known  to  the  ancients,  who  said  that  such 
expectoration  was  still  crude.  But  in  proportion  as  the  inflammation  ap- 
proaches to  resolution,  the  appearance  and  qualities  of  the  sputa  are 
changed  :  the  mucos  loses  by  degrees  its  transparency,  is  mixed  with 
masses  that  are  opaque,  and  of  a  yellow,  white  or  greenish  color:  and 
these  masses,  few  at  first,  increase  more  and  more  in  number,  until  they 
constitute  the  whole  of  the  sputa.  Such  expectoration  as  this  is  com- 
monly accompanied  by  a  marked  remission  in  the  different  symptoms  of 
the  bronchial  inflammation  :  it  announces  that  the  inflammation  is  termi- 
nating in  resolution.  It  is  such  as  the  ancients  spoke  of  as  being  con- 
cocted or  ripe.  However,  the  characters  of  the  opaque  sputa  expectorat- 
ed towards  the  end  of  an  attack  of  acute  bronchitis  are  liable  to  great 
variation. 

It  will  often  happen  that  the  expectoration  after  having  thus  become 
opaque,  and  parti-colored,  will  go  back  again  to  its  former  condition  of 
transparency,  stickiness  and  froth  :  and  that  is  a  very  certain  index  of  a 
return  or  increase  or  extension  of  the  inflammation  :  so  that  an  observance 
of  the  characters  of  the  matter  expectorated  teaches  us,  in  a  certain  de- 
gree, the  progress  of  the  inflammation  :  and  consequently  constitutes  one 
point  of  guidance  to  our  treatment.  The  nature  of  the  expectoration 
forms  also  an  important  particular  in  the  moans  of  distinguishing  bronchi- 
tis from  pneumonia  ;  as  I  shall  farther  explain  when  I  speak  of  the  latter 
disease. 
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1  have  desciibcd  aciile  hroiicliilis  as  It  apprars  when  it  tcnninatcs  fa- 
vorably :  ill  such  cases  ih<^  inll.unmatioii  generally  begins  to  abate,  some- 
where from  the  fouith  lo  the  ei^diih  (l;iy  of  lh(^  disease,  l^it  acute 
broncliltis  may  terminate  vnj'(iv>r(i/tfi/.  When  the  inflammation  is  uni- 
versal and  intense,  the  (ever  hij:ii,  and  tiie  labor  of  respiration  i^reat — if 
the  symptoms  do  not  yield  to  the  treatment  employed,  or  if  judicious 
treatment  has  not  Ixmmi  adopted,  or  has  been  too  long  delayed,  signs  of 
impendini^  suHbcalion  b(\ii;in  to  show  themselves:  the  lips,  cheeks  imd 
tongue  assmne  a  |)urphsh  color:  a  livid  paleness  takes  the  placr*  of  the 
former  red  Hush:  the  expression  becomes  more  and  more  anxious;  d(,'li- 
rium  comes  on,  and  rapid  sinking.  These  indicate,  you  know,  the  circu- 
lation of  blood  that  is  in  a  f{reat  measure  venous  throu'di  the  ait  Mies  ; 
and  the  venous  blood  acts  as  a  poison  when  it  so  circulates.  Profuse, 
cold,  clammy  sweats  ensue  ;  and  the  patient  dies  of  apnoea.  His  breath- 
ing is  choked  by  the  morbid  secretion  which  occupies  the  bronchial  tubes, 
small  as  well  as  larire,  and  which  he  has  not  slrentith  enouiih  left  to 
cough  up. 

Accordingly,  when  we  examine  the  thorax  after  death  so  produced, 
we  find,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  lungs  do  not  collapse  u|)on  the  ad- 
mission of  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  to  their  external  surface.  We 
next  find  the  trachea,  and  broi>chi,  and  their  ramifications,  blocked  up  by 
a  frothy  adhesive  mucus,  resembling  that  which  during  life  had  been  ex- 
pectorated :   and  the  membrane  which  lines  them  is  red  and  thickened. 

The  treatment  proper  for  these  acute  and  dangerous  forms  of  bronchi- 
tis is  a  matter  of  some  nicety.  Bloodletting,  as  I  formerly  stated  to  you, 
has  not  that  decided  power  over  inflammation  of  the  mucous  tissues  which 
it  possesses  over  the  adhesive  inflammation  which  takes  place  in  the  se- 
rous membranes.  If  there  be  much  fever,  a  hard  pulse,  and  great  op- 
pression of  the  breathing,  and  particularly  if  these  symptoms  present 
themselves  in  a  young,  strong  and  robust  individual,  we  must  bleed  him 
from  the  arm.  And  you  will  always  find  bloodletting  relieve  the  symp- 
toms, even  when  its  ultimate  effect  may  be  injurious.  The  patient's 
distress  arises  from  his  inability  to  supply  air  enough  to  arterialize  the 
venous  blood  which  is  transmitted  to  his  luniis  ;  and  bv  diminishin:]^  the 
quantity  of  blood  sent  to  those  organs,  you  \\\\\,  jyro  tonto,  mitigate  his 
uneasiness.  But  a  great  part  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  the 
advanced  periods  of  the  disease,  is  that  the  patient  may  not  have  muscu- 
lar power  enough  to  disembarrass  his  air-passages  of  the  phlegm  diat 
over-loads  them  ;  to  draw  a  strong  breath,  and  to  accomplish  a  vigorous 
cough.  We  must  not  bleed  therefore  to  syncope,  and  again  and  again, 
as  we  are  often  justified  in  doing  in  cases  of  pneumonia.  Sixteen  ounces 
will  be  a  moderate  bleeding  at  first  for  an  adult,  but  more  or  less  than 
that  must  be  taken,  and  the  bleeding  must  be  repeated  or  not,  according 
to  the  condition  of  the  pulse  :  for  the  pulse  is  a  better  measure  of  the 
propriety  of  pushing  the  abstraction  of  blood,  than  the  local  symptoms. 

Great  relief  is  often  obtainable  by  topical  bloodletting;  by  cupping 
over  the  surface  of  the  chest,  or  between  the  scapulae.  If  you  distin- 
guish sibilus  in  one  portion  of  the  lung  ujore  than  in  anotlier,  take  the 
blood  rather  from  that  part  of  the  surface  which  corresponds  to  the 
place  of  the  sibilus. 
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After  the  bowels  have  been  cleared  hy  a  mercurial  purgative,  calorr)el 
and  jalap,  for  exanjple,  you  will  find  ilie  tartar  emetic  a  very  valuable 
medicine  in  these  acute  cases  of  hroiicliitis.  It  should  be  given  in  such 
doses  as  will  excite  nausea  ;  and  if  voniiling  be  occasioned,  you  may  still 
go  on  with  the  medicine  after  the  sickness  has  sul)sided.  The  depression 
which  this  substance  produces  is  great,  but  it  is  temporary,  and  it  is  etfecl- 
ed  without  expending  blood.  Wiih  the  antimony — I  mean  during  the 
same  period — mercury  may  and  ought  to  be  given  :  to  this  combination 
1  should  be  inclined  to  trust  more  than  to  any  other  internal  treatment. 

If  symptonis  of  sinking  and  debility  have  begun  to  show  themselves, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  administer  stimulating  expectorants.  I  [)resume 
that  the  carbonate  of  amnjonia,  which  is  often  extreinely  useful  in  such 
cases,  acts  as  an  expectorant,  by  giving  a  fillip  to  the  muscular  power. 
But  it  is  supposed  by  some  persons  to  exercise  some  specific  influence 
upon  the  bronchial  membrane.  However  this  may  be,  five  or  six  grains 
of  it,  given  in  solution  every  four  or  six  hours,  are  often  followed  by  free 
expectoration  and  a  marked  improvement. 

One  of  the  circumstances  of  which  patients  are  much  disposed  to  com- 
plain, is  the  violent  or  importunate  cough  ;  and  anoiher  is  the  want  of 
sleep  and  of  rest  :  indeed,  the  one  of  these  is  often,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  cause  of  the  other — the  urgency  or  frequency  of  the  cough  prevents 
the  patient  from  sleeping.  Now  there  is  nothing  so  well  calculated  to 
allay  cough,  and  to  procure  sleep,  as  opium  ;  and  you  will  be  strongly 
templed  to  give  these  patients  opiates,  and  you  will  probably  be  encou- 
raged to  do  so  by  the  success  which  will  follow  that  practice  in  many 
cases.  The  good  effects  of  a  full  narcotic  at  bed-time  are  sometimes 
very  striking.  Patients  who  for  previous  nights  have  been  perj)etually 
harassed  by  cough,  and  who  are  worn  out  by  the  disturbance  of  their 
rest,  will  sleep  tranquilly,  and  in  the  morning  expectorate  largely  and 
freely,  and  declare  themselves  wonderfully  the  better  for  their  opiate, 
Yei  opiu(n  is  a  ticklish  remedy  in  these  cases.  Many  a  patient — some 
within  my  own  knowledge — laboring  under  general  or  extensive  bron- 
chitis, have  been  put  so  soundly  to  sleep  by  a  dose  of  opium  on  going  to 
bed,  that  they  have  never  waked  again.  1  believe  you  may  receive  it  as 
a  golden  rule  in  these  cases,  not  to  give  opiuni — I  mean  in  a  full  dose,  so 
as  to  force  sleep — if  you  see  any  venous  blood  mingling  in  the  general  cir- 
culation— if  the  complexion  be  dusky,  and  the  lips  in  any  degree  blue. 
The  circulation  of  half-arterialized  blood  through  the  brain  is  in  itself  a 
powerful  cause  of  coma  ;  and  if  you  add  the  influence  of  an  opiate,  the 
coma  may  easily  be  made  fallal.  While  the  lips  and  cheeks  remain  florid, 
and  when  the  first  violence  of  the  disease  has  abated,  an  opiate  will  do 
capital  service.  It  is  a  common  practice  to  combine  it  with  antimony  or 
some  other  expectorant.  Twenty  minims  of  laudanum,  with  the  same 
quantity  of  the  liquor  anlimonii  tartarizati  ;  or  a  third  of  a  grain  of  the 
acetate  of  morphia,  with  a  drachm  of  oxymel  of  squills,  are  convenient 
forms. 

Counter-irritation  is  frequently  of  great  use,  as  an  auxiliary  measure, 
in  the  treatment  of  acute  bronchitis.  Sensible  relief  of  the  cough,  and 
of  the  oppressed  breathing,  often  follows  tlie  rising  of  a  large  blister  laid 
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across  the  front  ofllic  cliosl.  When  tlic  dyspnoea  is  extreme,  and  a  more 
speiuiy  counlcr-inilant  is  required,  yon  may  liavo  recourse  to  the  mustard 
j)ouI(ice.  Inhalation  of  tl)e  steam  of  hot  water  is  also  very  soolhin^f  and 
ust'l'ul.  It  is  one  of  tlie  best  expecloranls  I  know  of  wlien  it  answers  at 
all  ;  hut  to  some  persons  it  proves  irrilaling,  and  they  derive  no  comfort 
from  it. 

I  have  been  speakini^  of  acute  bronchitis,  uncombined  with  any  other 
pulmonary  disease;  and  it  is  curious  how  little  disposed  the  inllammation 
often  seems  to  be  to  extend  itself  from  the  mucous  membrane  to  the 
neitrhborin^  tissues.  The  reason,  doubtless,  is,  that  this  membrane  is  fur- 
nished with  a  distinct  set  of  bloodvessels,  the  bronchial  arteries  and  veins; 
while  the  substance  of  the  lmiu;s  is  supplied  by  the  pulmonary.  We 
coidtl  not  tell,  merely  by  attendin<r  to  the  «;eneral  sym|)toms,  whether  the 
inrt.immation  was  limited  to  the  inner  membrane  or  not;  but  by  making 
use  of  the  sense  of  hearing,  we  are  able  to  determine  this.  If  the  inflam- 
mation should  spread  to  the  parenchymatous  texture  of  the  lungs — i.  e. 
if  the  bronchitis  should  pass  into  pneumonia — this  circumstance  would  be 
disclosed  by  physical  signs,  which  I  shall  in  due  time  describe  and  ex- 
plain ;  and  it  would  demand  certain  modilications  of  our  plan  of  treat- 
ment.— London  Medical  Gazette. 
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[Perhaps  an  apology  is  due  the  readers  of  the  Journal  for  occupying  its 
pages  with  anything  further  on  the  subject  of  Animal  Magnetism.  As 
long,  however,  as  there  are  individuals  among  the  members  of  the  medi- 
cal profession  who  are  willing  to  engage  in  public  magnetic  exhibitions, 
and  others  in  and  out  of  the  professional  ranks  ready  to  be  deceived  there- 
by, it  may  not  be  amiss  occasionally  to  expose  the  absurdities  of  the  pre- 
tended science.  Another  reason  for  copying  the  following  article,  which 
was  written  by  the  editor  of  the  London  Lancet,  is,  that  as  no  one  has 
latterly  done  more  than  the  writer  of  it,  in  the  way  of  investigating  the 
most  noted  exhibitions  and  making  known  the  deceptions  practised,  any- 
thing from  his  pen  comes  with  an  authority  by  no  means  to  be  despised. 
Although  the  references  are  local,  the  whole  article  will  be  found  interest- 
ing to  American  readers.] 

The  influsiry  and  wonderful  perseverance  of  the  family  of  Spiders  is  pro- 
verbial. They  never  tire;  the  destruction  of  their  flimsy  filaments  is  the 
signal  for  the  re-construction  of  new  webs  ;  and  when  they  are  driven 
from  the  wall,  they  withdraw  to  holes,  corners,  and  remote  chambers,  to 
catch  flies  or  dust,  as  the  case  may  be.  In  the  morning  your  cunning 
spider  sits  enthroned  in  the  midst  of  his  web,  spreading  far  and  near 
from  shrub  to  shrub;  he  surveys  his  work  with  cool  complacency,  and 
contetnplates  with  quiet  joy  the  unfortunate  insects  that  have  got  en- 
tangled in  his  meshes.  You  sweep  away  his  disfiguring  fabric — it  avails 
not ;  for  in  the  evening  the  net  is  spread  again, 

Retiaque  et  laqueus,  quae  lutuina  fallere  possint, 

and  the  spider  is  again  there,  or  his  place  is  occupied  by  some  one  of  his 


238  The  Philosophy  of  Mesmerism, 

countless  heirs  and  successors.  Now,  if  tli«ire  be  any  set  of  men  ulio 
have  these  characters  in  coininon  with  the  ar(ichni(he,  they  are  the  rnag- 
netizers.  Franklin  and  the  French  commission  demoHished  all  the  illu- 
sions invented  hy  xMesmcr,  detecK-'d  his  frauils,  and  exjjiained  the  real 
phenomena  hy  the  ordinary  laws  of  physiolo^^y.  As  new  iVIesnierisis 
arose,  their  delusions  were  dispersed;  and  so  late  as  the  year  1838,  the 
editor  of  this  Journal  took  the  trouble,  with  some  of  his  friends,  lo  ex- 
amine most  carefully,  patiiMUlv,  and  impartially,  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
Elliotson,  performed  hy  Dr.  Flliotson  liimself  on  patients  selected  and 
trained  by  him,  after  he  and  his  friend  Dupotel  had  had  the  subject 
eighteen  months  in  hand.  Experiments  were  also  instituted  that  were  Iree 
from  the  fallacies  which  were  mixed  up  with  all  Dr.  Eiliotson's  unsatis- 
factory performances.  The  results  are  well  known.  The  Mesmerized 
sovereigns,  the  water,  and  the  nickel — above  all,  the  nickel — in  short,  the 
whole  humbug  was  exploded.  No  effects  whatever  were  produced  but  by 
the  volition  of  the  two  ^irls.  fVhen  O'Key  did  not  know  that  substances 
were  considered  to  be  Mesmerized,  they  produced  not  the  sUi^htest  effect, 
and  her  hands  never  moved  in  the  ri^ht  directions  when  she  could  not  learn 
in  what  directions  they  were  expected  to  move.  Mesmerism  had  a  (air,  lull 
trial  ;  if  the  spectators  present  had  any  prejudices,  they  were  in  its  favor; 
yet  it  was  proved  to  demonstration  to  be  essentially  a  delusion.  Dr.  El- 
liotson was  convicted  of  a  gross  error  of  judgment,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
and  very  properly  retired  into  private  life,  there,  not,  it  seems,  to  purge 
his  mind  from  error,  and  to  make  amends  for  the  mischief  he  might  have 
done  to  society  and  the  medical  profession,  by  some  useful  investigation, 
conducted  in  a  rational,  philosophic  spirit.  He  is  still  a  disciple  of  Mesmer ; 
he  has  been  all  the  while  worshipping  the  false  idol  in  secret;  and  La- 
fontaine  had  no  sooner  strutted  on  the  stage  of  the  Hanover-square  rooms, 
and  got  himself  puffed  in  half  a  dozen  newspaper  paragraphs,  than  Dr. 
Elliotson  appeared  again  before  select  parties  of  friends  in  Conduit  street. 
All  this  is  pitiable.  Out  of  compassion — out  of  regard  for  Dr.  Eiliotson's 
previous  labors — and  out  of  a  Tuigering  hope  that  he  might  one  day  have 
the  fjood  sense  to  acknowlediie  the  illusions  to  which  he  had  abandoned 
himself,  we  have  never  noticed  his  private  vagaries;  but  as  he  has  now 
publicly  entered  the  lists  as  the  rival  of  Lafontaine,  and  has  thus  drawn 
the  curtain  with  his  own  hand,  it  may  be  injurious  to  the  credulous  part 
of  the  public  not  to  notice  his  performances. 

The  first  account  we  have  to  notice  is  contained  in  a  paragraph  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle  (and  if  these  accounts  be  not  written  they  are  evidently 
revised  by  Dr.  E.),  stating  that  he  had  afforded  to  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
rank  and  science  an  op|)ortunity  of  witnessing  experiments  in  the  science 
of  Mesmerism.  The  doctor  and  two  young  women  were  on  the  stage  ;  and 
the  grand  experiment  was  the  exhibition  of  the  attractive  power  which 
he  exercised  on  their  bodies,  so  that  they  were  drawn  after  him  about  the 
room  in  every  direction.  One  of  them,  for  instance,  placed  at  a  distance 
in  the  assumed  IMesmeric  state,  would  approach  him,  advance  when  he 
retreated,  go  to  the  right  hand  when  he  went  to  the  right  hand,  turn 
round — in  fact,  follow  him  just  as  if  she  had  been  drawn  after  him  by  a 
cord.     Such   were  the   facts.     The  girls  followed  the  magnetic  doctor ; 
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that  was  all.  Wliy  did  tliey  do  so?  If  a  porson  or  a  do^^  be  senn  fol- 
lowing aiioilicr  round  ilu;  room,  it  is  not  considered  anything  very  mar- 
vellous ;  one  would  say,  if  asked  for  an  expianaliot),  ''  he  follows  him 
because  he  elu)i)ses  to  do  so  ;"  and  they  iU(!  influenced  hy  some  motive 
which  can  or  cannot  he  discovered.  A(M-ordniLj  to  the  ordniary  laws  of 
nature,  then,  it  would  he  said  at  once  that  the  VVI)itecha|)<'l  "  young  wo- 
man of  thirty  "  chose  to  follow  Dr.  Elliotson  round  the  drawing-room, 
either  because  she  preferred  that  to  sitting  still,  or  because  she  wished  to 
exhibit  before  an  audience  of  "rank  and  science" — or  because  it  gratified 
her  host — or  because  she  was  paid  for  the  performance — or  because  she 
had  an  eye  to  the  pensions  which  it  is  suspe.cted  the  magnetic  patients 
will  receive  in  after  seasons.  Oh  !  the  Mesmerists  will  exclaim,  but  the 
will  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  phenomena.  The  girls  are  attracted 
by  the  operator ;  their  legs  are  moved,  their  arms  are  raised,  their  bodies 
are  drawn  towards  him,  as  iron  is  drawn  by  the  magnet.  Very  well.  That 
is  your  hypothesis.  It  is  quite  new  :  no  such  force  was  ever  heard  of 
before,  as  this  human  attraction,  indejiendent  of  the  affections  and  the 
w  ill.  Prove  that  it  exists,  and  your  names  shall  be  j)laced  by  the  sidt'  of 
Franklin's.  Let  us  consider,  for  a  moment,  the  consequences  of  admitting 
the  Mesmeric  hypothesis.  The  arimission  assumes  that  a  nt  to  force  has 
been  discovered.  One  body  (the  Magnetic  Doctor's)  weighing  say  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  draws  another  body  (the  "young  woman's") 
weighing  say  one  hundred  and  twenty  poimds.  towards  it  from  a  distant 
part  of  the  room ;  it  moves  a  body  weighing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  with  a  given  velocity.  Here  is  then  a  certain  force,  acting  like 
the  force  of  gravitation,  of  electricity,  or  magnetism,  but  existing  in  hu- 
man bodies.  It  must  be  an  immense  force,  as  will  be  immediately  ap- 
parent, when  it  is  compared  with  other  forces,  with  gravitation  for  exam- 
ple, where  the  attraction  w  hich  the  w  hole  globe  exercises  or>  the  human 
body  can  be  counterbalanced  by  a  weight  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  ;  or  with  magnetism,  where  the  largest  magnet  ever  made  will  not 
stir  a  pound  of  iron  at  the  distance  of  a  yard.  Yet  the  magnetic  doctor 
draws  a  "  young  woman  of  thirty  "  after  him  all  round  his  drawing- 
room  ! 

We  have  now  to  consider  w  hether  it  is  probable  that  a  new%  enormous 
force  has  been  discovered,  or  whether  we  have  to  deal  widi  that  old  lorce 
the  human  will,  and  a  vulgar,  rude,  voluntary  imitation  of  magnetic  at- 
traction. It  is  a  law  of  all  the  attractive  forces  which  have  hitherto  been 
investigated,  that  their  action  Is  Inversely  as  the  square  of  their  distances  : 
if  the  distances  at  which  the  force  acts  are  respectively  as  2  and  1,  the 
force  will  be  four  times  as  Hieat  at  the  distance  of  2  as  at  the  distance  of 
1.  Hence  when  bodies  move  towards  each  other,  they  move  at  an  accele- 
rated rate  ;  beginning  slow  ly,  and  going  faster  and  faster,  until  they  come 
in  contact.  A  stone  falling  is  an  exaniple,  or  a  needle  approaching  a 
magnet.  But  Dr.  Elliotson's  girls  are  only  drawn  within  a  respectable 
distance  of  his  body  In  the  public  exhibition  ;  they  do  not  approach  him 
at  an  accelerated  rate,  nor  clini;  to  him  as  iron  would  to  the  majinet. 
They  flutter  round  him  at  a  given  distance.  The  doctor  would,  of  couise, 
remind  us  of  the  Sun  and  the  planets,  Jupiter  and  his  nioons,  Saturn  and 
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his  belt,  where  the  smaller  bodies  remain  at  stated  distances  from  the  cen- 
tre of  the  sphere  of  altraction  ;  and  we  do  not  reject  the  analoLjy,  but 
take  the  Mesmerist  as  the  Sun,  Jupiter,  Saturn  (though  some  would,  per- 
haps, lake  him  for  the  Granil  Sultan).  If  his  system  still  justify  the  ar- 
gument, and  account  for  the  distance  at  which  ihey  keej),  the  tjjirls  should 
be  driven  round  the  irrai^netlc  doctor,  by  a  centrifugal  lorce,  with  incon- 
ceivable velocity.  Nothing  is  said  of  this  indispensable  ))art  of  the  phe- 
nomena in  the  report  of  the  experiments. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  phenomena  related  by  the  Mesmerists,  as 
the  result  of  their  experiments,  are  directly  at  variance  with  the  univer- 
sal law  of  attractive  forces. 

A<4ain,  according  to  the  laws  of  attraction,  if  the  mafinetic  doctor  at- 
tract  the  girls,  the  girls  must  attract  him  ;  they  must  be  drawn  towards 
each  other,  in  the  inverse  |)ropoition  of  their  masses.  Not  one  of  the 
operators,  however,  has  ever  dared  to  say  that  he  felt  the  slightest  sign 
of  the  attraction  in  his  own  person. 

Are  we  then  to  admit  that  these  "  young  women  "  follow  the  Mes- 
merists because  they  choose  to  do  so,  or  to  admit  the  discovery  of  a  mi- 
raculous force,  hitherto  unheard  of  in  physiology,  and  subversive  of  the 
fundamemtal  laws  of  physical  science? 

It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  perform  decisive  experiments  on 
this  subject.  Nothing  can  be  more  deplorable  or  unsatisfactory  than  Dr. 
Elliotson's  lafiie  attempts  at  experiments.  We  have  seen  him  endeavor 
to  raise  O'Key's  hand  by  looking  at  it.  We  took  care  that  her  eyes 
were  properly  bandaged,  and  he  failed,  of  course  ;  although  he  stated 
that  he  had  not  failed  before — from  very  good  reasons.  Her  eyes  were 
still  bandaged,  and  he  endeavored  to  raise  her  left  hand,  or  her  left  leg, 
by  waving  his  hand  on  that  side,  at  the  same  time  walking  backwards 
and  forwards  with  creaking  boots,  which  told  O'Key  plainly  on  which 
side  he  stood.  Some  one  was  directed  to  walk  on  the  right  side  also,  and 
the  experiment  again  failed.  The  following  is  related  as  one  of  the  re- 
cent experiments  : — "  The  elder  female,  a  young  woman  of  respectability, 
residing  in  the  neiuhborhood  of  the  Commercial-road,  Whitechapel,  first 
arrived,  and  was  first  placed  in  the  operating  chair.  She  had  had  epi- 
lepsy, and  had  recovered  under  the  Mesmeric  treatment  of  a  celebrated 
French  physician  "   (one  of  Dupotet's  old  pupils,  we  presume). 

"  Having  assumed  her  position  in  the  cliair.  Dr.  Elliotson  in  less  than 
one  minute  threw  her  into  a  state  of  complete  torpor.  Her  hands  were 
clenched  ;  her  lips  and  eyelids  tightly  compressed  ;  and  so  rigid  was  the 
whole  muscular  s}stem  of  the  body,  that  all  attempts  to  alter  the  position  of 
any  member  by  main  force  were  ineffectual.  Having  remained  thus  a 
few  minutes,  Dr.  Elliotson  proceeded,  by  the  influence  which  he  pos- 
sessed over  her,  to  raise  her  from  her  sitting  or  rather  recumbent  pos- 
ture to  her  feet.  This  was  done  by  his  drawing  his  hands,  his  fingers 
pointed  towards  the  patient  repeatedly,  in  a  line  from  her  face  towards 
himself,  retreating  gradually  from  her  as  the  operation  proceeded.  The 
patient,  during  the  progress  of  this  treatment,  became  violently  agitated ; 
she  writhed  with  violent  muscular  exertions  to  raise  herself  from  the  chair; 
he  face  became  suffused,  and  the  activity  of  the  muscular  system  within 
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was  perfectly  obvious,  the  riij;i(lity  olilu^  limbs  beiiinr  meanwhile  retained. 
From  the  position  in  which  she  lay  it  was  physically  impossible  that  she 
could  rais(,'  herself,  niul  she  was  placed  in  a  poslur*.'  more  nearly  approach- 
in!^  sittiuLj;,  hom  which,  still  infUu.nccd  by  ike,  motions  of  the  optnUor^ 
she  very  shortli/  raised  herself  on  her  feet,  the  process  being  conducted 
without  the  smallest  aid  from  the  arms  of  the  rhair,  but  by  means  solely 
of  her  own  muscular  exertions.  Her  hands  were  still  clenched,  and  her 
position  standing  very  nearly  approached  to  that  which  she  had  assumed 
while  in  a  sit  tin  l,^  posture.  She  was  now  subjected  to  the  Mesmeric  in- 
fluence in  every  way,  not  only  by  Dr.  Elliolson,  but  by  other  persons 
in  the  room.  Her  body  ivas  drawn  to  the  ri<rht  and  to  the  left,  her  arms 
were  raised  and  lowered,  by  the  process  of  manipulation,  such  as  we 
have  already  described  ;  and  she  was  thrown  into  postures  apparently  the 
most  painful,  in  which  she  continued  during  the  space  of  several  minutes, 
without  exhibitinf;  the  smallest  siirns  of  consciousness." 

She  arose  "  by  means  solely  of  her  own  muscular  exertions."  To  be 
sure  she  did  ;  but  this  does  not  look  very  like  rising  by  the  '' attrac'tive 
influence"  of  the  magnetic  doctor.  "  Her  own  muscles,"  in  our  hum- 
ble opinion,  were  excited  by  her  own  will,  and  not  by  Dr.  Elliotson  ; 
but  this  explanation  will  not  suit  the  marvellous  witnesses  of  the  wonder- 
ful counsellor. 

The  whole  delusion  might  be  immediately  detected  and  exposed  at 
these  exhibitions  by  any  body  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  perform  the 
experiments  in  a  proper  manner.  If  the  hand  be  raised  by  Mesmeric 
action,  no  philosophic  mind  will  require  further  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  the  force.  At  the  next  meeting  let  the  "young  woman's"  eyes  be 
carefully  bandaged,  and  the  usual  manipulations  be  performed,  which  are 
said  to  draw  the  arm,  in  three  different  directions.  Dr.  Elliotson  should 
be  out  of  the  room,  and  the  experiment  should  be  performed  by  an  intel- 
ligent person,  accustomed  to  scientific  investigation.  We  pledge  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Lancet  that  the  experiment  would  fail,  and  succeed  in 
bringing  the  imposture  to  light. 

If  Dr.  Elliotson  had  a  philosophical  mind,  and  a  sincere  conviction  that 
this  force  existed,  he  might  easily  devise  experiments  for  demonstrating 
its  existence.  If  the  attraction  be  real,  the  girls  might  be  seated  in  a 
small  four-wheeled  carriage,  and  drawn  round  the  drawing-room  by  the 
attractive  Mesmeric  force  of  the  magnetic  doctor.  Or,  by  accumulating 
the  force,  putting,  for  instance,  a  considerable  number,  of  epileptic  ''  young 
women  "  in  a  railway  carriage,  the  doctor  and  his  disciples  niight  succeed 
in  drawing  them  along  the  line.  Mr.  Brunei  would  no  doubt  place  a 
carriage  at  Dr.  Elliotson's  disposal  on  the  Great  Western  Railway  ;  or, 
if  those  carriages  should  be  too  large  for  his  first  essay,  he  might  try  his 
hand  on  the  Southampton. 

Everybody  must  remember  the  highly  interesting  researches  of  which 
the  gymnotus  at  the  Adelaide  Gallery  was  the  subject,  and  the  results 
which  were  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  by  Professor  Faraday. 
But  the  curiosity  excited  by  the  investigation  of  the  phenomena  exhibited 
by  the  electric  eel,  could  not  for  a  moment  be  compared  with  the  in- 
terest wliich  similar  researches  would  excite  in  the  public   mind,  when 
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|)ui-sued  on  the  person  of  a  Fellow  of  the  Uoyal  College  of  Physicians, 
who  is  luulerstood  to  have  no  special  iieives  or  oi\Mns,  like  the  <^ijinnotu$ 
or  torpedo^  lor  the  producllun  of  the  wonilerlul  lorce  in  (jueslion.  l^ro- 
fessor  Faraday  might  be  asked  to  conduct  these,  also.  But  whatever  the 
result,  if  the  magnetic  doctor  continue  his  freaks,  he  will  inevitably  find 
his  way  either  into  the  Adelaide  Gallery  or  into  Bedlam. 


CASE   OF   CANCER   OF   THE   PENIS. 

BY    JOSEPH    JAMi;9    KIDi.KV,    M.D.,    FOUSYTH,    GEOKGIA. 

The  subject  of  cancer;  its  essential  nature,  its  etiology,  diagnosis,  prog- 
nosis, &tc.,  are  involved  in  impenetrable  obscurity  ;  its  curability  remains 
'^  sub  judicc.^^  The  French  surgeons,  with  one  accord,  acknowledge 
"  their  inability  to  define  it  satisfactorily."  iXotwithslanding  it  has,  since 
the  birth  of  medicine,  been  a  focus  of  scientific  light,  and  intellectual 
giants  have  brought  the  vast  resources  of  their  minds  into  its  exploration, 
it  still  remains  a  "  sealed  book."  The  very  best  evidence  of  its  being 
^^  terra  incognita,'^  is  the  universal  contrariety  of  opinion  among  medical 
men  touching  it.  Some  men  entertaiii  hopes  of  its  curability.  A  dis- 
tinguished medical  gentleman,  within  my  knowledge,  insists  upon  it  that 
he  has  often  succeeded  in  curing  cancer  emphysically ;  other  "  nomina 
clara,^^  fully  assured  of  its  incurability,  make  this  its  diagnosis.  Sir  E. 
Home,  iMM.  Bayle  and  Cayol,  Messrs.  Cooper,  Gibson,  he,  regard  it  as 
alone  curable  by  the  timely  and  judicious  use  of  the  knife. 

The  etiology  of  cancer  is  a  matter  equally  controverted.  Gibson, 
Carmichael  and  others,  speak  of  its  animalcular  origin  (agreeably  to  their 
theory,  it  is  produced,  as  psora,  by  acari  and  other  anlmalculce).  Llston, 
Roux,  Cooper.  Hunter,  attribute  it  to  an  hereditary  predisposition,  de- 
veloped by  adventitious  causes.  Bayle  and  Alibert  cite  numerous  instances 
of  its  descending  from  parent  to  child.  Yet  we  have  many  recorded  cases 
of  its  independent,  substantive  existence.  Adams,  VVardrop  and  Llston 
have  met  with  many  instances  of  Its  origin  without  ostensible  cause.  It  is 
not  my  design  to  canvass  these  difierent  opinions,  but  concisely  to  report  a 
case  of  cancer  of  the  penis.  It  has  no  remarkable  interest  from  novelty  ; 
it  may,  perchance,  throw  light  on  the  pathology  of  litlilasis,  with  which 
it  was  in  evident  connection. 

T.  D.,  aged  85,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  had,  until  recently,  been 
blessed  wltli  a  vigorous  constitution — he  assured  me  that  he  had  never 
been  confined  to  his  bed  more  than  a  day  at  one  time  throughout  his  long, 
eventful  life.  His  mode  of  life  was  laborious — an  industrious  agricul- 
turist—  his  diet  was  poor;  his  habits  for  many  years  past  had  been  at 
times  dissipated.  His  temperament  was  sanguineo-nervous ;  excitable 
and  fearless.  He  was  attacked,  July,  1840,  with  symptoms  of  lithiasis. 
Itching  in  prepuce  and  glans  penis,  agreeably  to  Dorsey,  are  invariable 
symptoms  of  calculus.  This  person  suffered  acutely  on  this  account. 
He  had  difficult  and  bloody  micturition.  These  symptoms  continued  for 
some  time  ;  they  at  length  ceased  and  never  afterwards  returned.  Whether 
the  calculus  became  encysted,  or  was  dissolved  by  an  empirical  remedy 
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(lioi-se-radish  ten),  as  pretciKlcd  l)y  Ills  crcflulous  frlciids,  or  In  wliat  man- 
ner llic  H'siili  was  l)rou«,f|it  ahoui,  I  will  not  conjcc.tnrc  Ahoul  ti)is  lime 
a  wait- like  pimple  was  perceived  ahonl  llu;  Ins(!itlnn  of  the  rnMUim  pre- 
pulii  into  the  <;lans  penis,  of  the  size  of  a  |)ea,  hard  and  red.  INol  much 
att(MUion  w  as  p;iid  to  ll :  it  remained  without  material  alteration  for  five 
or  six  ujonlh'^,  w  hen  it  hci^.m  to  extend  itself.  Hy  de«;rees  it  implicated 
the  w  hole  ol  tlu;  uhms  penis.  Now  it  was  that  empiricism  essi^yed  its 
j)owers.  Various  hiL;hly  inlhnnmaiory  remedies  were  used  ;  the  elFect  of 
these  was  a^^L^ravation.  lied  precipitate  had  heen  reconnnended  ;  1  was 
consulted  with  rci^ard  to  its  [)i()j)riety.  I  cautioned  in  strongest  terms 
against  thus  tampeiing  with  a  disease  which,  from  the  representations 
made  of  it,  I  was  induced  to  believe  was  about  to  terminate  in  carjcer. 
1  was  then  requested  to  see  and  attend  the  case.  Upon  my  first  visit  I 
was  confirmed  in  my  apprehensions.  The  diagnosis  was  clear  and  ob- 
vious. The  glans  penis  had  been  nearly  eroded  ;  but  a  very  small  par- 
ticle remained.  The  whole  penis  was  involved  in  high  inflammation  ; 
the  cellular  tissue  was  excessively  engorged.  About  twelve  lines  from 
the  scrotum,  on  the  corpus  spongiosum,  was  a  tit,  with  everted  jfigged 
edges,  through  which  urine  drib!)led  in  his  attempts  to  urinate.  IVIy  pa- 
tient was  racked  continually  with  excruciating  pain.  Peihaps  the  surest 
symptom  of  cancer  is  its  unintermitting  pain.  1  anticipated  at  once  the 
impractlcaliility  of  effecting  a  cure.  My  only  recourse  was  anodynes  ; 
by  these  the  old  gentleman  got  a  little  respite  occasionally  fiom  the  se- 
verity of  his  sufferings.  I  soon  perceived  that  I  could  rely  upon  nothing 
but  the  knife.  There  were  evidences  that  the  disease  had  extended  itself 
deeply  into  the  urethra.  The  fitful  and  evanescent  relief  afforded  by 
anodynes  and  refrigerants  induced  in  him  a  delusive  hope  of  possible  cure. 
I  frankly  stated  that  the  only  possible  relief  was  in  surgery,  and  that 
even  amputation  would  not  certainly  reach  the  root  of  the  disease.  I  re- 
quested my  friend  Dr.  Roddey  to  see  my  patient  with  me,  and  consult 
upon  the  chances  of  cure  from  amputation.  I  went  armed  to  operate. 
On  the  night  before  a  copious  discharge  of  blood  from  the  urethra  had 
occurred.  This  and  other  indications  of  a  thorough  implication  of  the 
whole  urinary  apparatus  induced  us  to  decline  0[)eratlng.  About  this 
time  a  large,  ill-conditioned  tumor,  filled  with  atheromatous  or  cheese-like 
matter,  appeared  in  each  groin.  Whether  this  was  from  sympathy,  ac- 
cording to  Desault  and  Cooper,  or  absorption  of  carcinomatous  virus  as 
in  syphlHtic  labors,  1  will  not  presume  to  decide.  One  thing  1  will  say, 
that  sympathy  is  an  unscientific  term.  Men  are  apt  to  throw  themselves 
upon  the  doctrine  of  sympathy  to  account  for  phenomena  difficult  of  so- 
lution, but  which  grow  out  of  a  continuous  chain  of  physiological  causes. 
The  sufferings  of  the  old  n;entleman  were  now  so  Intense  anfl  unintermit- 
ting that  he  resolved  upon  amputation  as  a  means  of  temporary  relief. 
He  had  become  so  weak  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  him  nerved  long 
enough  at  any  one  time  to  make  the  necessary  preparations,  and  thus  he 
vacillated  from  day  to  day  until  he  went  down  to  the  grave.  Recently 
a  fourth  tumor,  similar  in  character  to  those  in  the  groin,  made  its  appear- 
ance above  the  "  os  pubis.^^ 

A  remarkable  fact  connected   with  this  case,  is  the  perfect  and  unin- 
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terruptecl  assimiliition  of  nutrition  throughout,  l/iston,  Cooper,  &;c.,  speak 
of  iucligestion  as  an  invarial)le  se(|uence  of  cancer.  Ahhoui^h  a  large 
quaiuiiy  of  iriorphine  was  used,  yet  it  did  not  hecouie  necessary  lo  have 
recourse  to  aperients  but  very  rarely  during  the  coruinuance  of  the  dis- 
ease (fourteen  uionths).  I  aui  informed  that  his  dejections  were  healthy 
and  uniform  durinir  the  whole  course  of  his  disease  until  the  third  day  he- 
fore  his  decease,  at  which  time  the  powers  of  nature  gave  way,  and  nearly 
every  function  was  suspended.  Tlie  inguinal  tuujors  continued  to  dis- 
charge immense  quantities  of  matter  txternally,  until  within  a  few  days 
of  his  death,  when  the  discharge  turned  inwardly. 

The  science  of  cancer  is  in  its  '•  transition  state,  from  incertitude  lo 
demonstration."  Hence  the  great  importance  to  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine, that  all  facts  tending  at  all  to  throw  light  upon  cancer  he  minutely 
reported,  that  order  may  spring  from  chaos,  light  from  obscurity.  Can- 
cer is  a  disease  of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  whether  we  regard  its  acuteness 
or  suffering,  its  great  prevalence  or  its  direful  fatality.  I  do  not  expect 
loo  much  from  medicine  in  hoping  that  the  investigations  of  science  may 
yet  evolve  some  medicinal  agent  with  power  to  stay  its  ravages.  1  know 
not  why  cancer,  if  undertaken  in  its  incipiency,  may  not  be  cured.  Na- 
ture contains  in  its  vast  materia  medica  a  remedy,  if  timely  and  judiciously 
used,  for  every  other  human  malady  ;  why  must  cancer  prove  of  neces- 
sity an  "opprobrium?"  The  results  of  investigation  hitherto  have  been 
failure.  Thus  was  it  with  variola  until  1776.  The  profession  should  not 
abate  a  whit  in  its  energy  in  this  investigation  until  the  cure  of  cancer 
shall  have  become  "  res  adjudicate.^'' — Med.  Examiner. 
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GRAVES'S   CLINICAL    LECTURES/ 

These  Lectures  by  Dr.  Graves,  originally  appeared  in  this  country  as  one 
of  the  publications  of  the  Medical  Library,  under  the  auspices  of  Dr. 
Diinglison.  They  excited  great  interest,  and  were  read  by  the  profession, 
e^j^pecially  in  this  part  of  the  country,  as  a  powerful  check  lo  the  skepti- 
cism, but  too  coiumon  with  us,  in  the  power  of  medicine.  It  were  un- 
seemly to  say  more  than  this,  thai  this  work  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  old  praciilioner  and  the  young  student.  The  Dublin  school  has  taken 
that  stand  in  the  science  which  was  imperiously  demanded  by  the  loo 
great  devotion  paid  lo  diagnosis,  lo  the  uiler  neglect  of  a  knowledge  of 
therapeutics  ;  many  felt,  thai  however  correct  the  diagnosis  (even  lo  the 
faintest  shadow  of  a  rale  in  phthisis),  the  duly  of  the  physician  was  not 
completed,  unless  he  could  minister  to,  as  well  as  dilate  upon  the  charac- 
ter of,  the  disease.     The  few  lectures  added   by  Dr.  Gerhard  serve  to  es- 

*  Clinical  Lectun's,  by  Robert  J.  Graves  ,  M.D.,  M.R.I.  A.,  &c.  <fec.  Secoiifl  American  edition,  with 
Notes  and  a  Series  of  Lectures,  by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Cliuical  Medicine  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  -Sec.  &c.    Philadelphia:     Barrington  &  Haswell. 
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tablish  more  firmly  his  rcpiitiuion  as  a  Icacher,  and  ouc  cannot  but  regret 
ihey  nre  not  more  numerous. 

[A  friend  liad  the  kindness  to  commence  a  review  with  the  above  ob- 
servations, when  be  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  leave  tiie  further  considera- 
tion of  a  booli,  which  he  would  liave  warmly  recommended  to  his  pro- 
fessional brethren.  Conirary,  therefore,  to  our  expecianons,  Dr.  Graves's 
Lectures,  in  their  present  convenient  form,  inhanced  in  value  by  tfie  in- 
dustry and  science  of  Dr.  Gerhard,  i)ave  not  received  that  attention  at 
our  hands,  which  was  fully  intended  from  the  day  a  copy  was  re- 
ceived. Imagining  that  the  real  merits  of  these  writings  migbt  be  better 
set  fortli  by  a  person  whose  power  of  critical  analysis  is  destined,  without 
doubt,  to  be  highly  estiniaied  with  the  increase  of  his  years,  we  devoted 
less  personal  attention  to  the  general  claims  of  the  author,  than  usual. 
Being  thrown  back  to  the  original  cotidition  of  knowing  very  little  of  the 
character  of  Dr.  Gerhard's  additions,  otherwise  than  believing  that  he  has 
rendered  good  and  essential  service,  we  are  unable  at  present  to  speak 
further  respecting  them.] 


Climate  of  the  United  States,  and  its  Endemic  Injluences. — A  pro- 
spectus is  abroad,  to  publish  by  subscription  a  work,  the  design  of  which 
is,  to  exhibit  a  connected  view  of  the  leading  phenomena  of  our  cli- 
mate, both  physical  and  medical,  comprising  a  condensation  of  all  the 
writer's  observations  on  the  subject.  It  is  based,  chiefly,  on  the  army 
meteorological  register,  and  the  statistical  reports  on  the  sickness  and 
mortality  in  the  army  of  the  United  States — embracing  a  period  of  twenty 
years — both  of  which  publications  have  been  recently  given  to  the  public 
by  the  present  chief  of  the  medical  department  of  the  army,  Tliomas 
Lawson,  M.D.  The  author  of  ihe  proposed  book  is  Samuel  Forry, 
M.D.,  whose  fitness  for  the  undertaking  must  be  acknowledged,  wherever 
his  name  is  known.  He  will  so  divest  these  volumes,  comprising  five 
hundred  pages,  of  statistical  details,  as  to  embrace  in  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pages  the  residue  of  the  contemplated  work,  consisting  of  those 
deductions  which  more  extended  investigations  have  enabled  him  to  make. 
It  is  to  be  handsomely  printed  in  an  octavo,  of  350  pages,  bound  in  mus- 
lin, and  gilt.  Cost,  to  subscribers,  S2.50.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there 
will  be  a  generous  expression  of  interest  manifested  in  this  enterprise. 
If  anything  is  calculated  to  discourage  an  author,  who  impresses  the  pub- 
lic in  a  favorable  manner  with  regard  to  his  merits,  it  is  a  tardy  movement. 
Patronage,  to  be  serviceable,  should  be  speedy  as  well  as  hearty.  Those 
who  may  find  it  most  convenient,  are  invited  to  leave  their  names  at  this 
ofTice,  to  be  transmitted  to  Dr.  Forry. 


Jahr's  Manual  of  Homoeopathy. — The  agent  of  this  work,  which  is 
considered  exceedingly  important  by  the  Homceopathic  practitioners,  is  as 
badly  located  as  possible,  in  this  city,  for  accommodating  those  who  mif^ht 
wish  to  purchase  it.  The  idea  of  having  it  on  sale  at  a  toy-shop,  may  be 
thought,  by  some,  in  keeping  with  the  cause  the  book  is  desii^ned  to  sus- 
tnin.  If  those  most  interested  in  the  character  of  the  homaJopnihic  doc- 
trine and  the  sale  of  publications  devoted  to  it,  would  place  them  where 
purchasers  usually  go  for  books,  viz.,  in  a  respectable  book-store,  the  re- 
ceipts would  doubtless  be  increased. 
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Cerebral  Physiology. — An  extra  has  been  received  from  the  Public 
Advertiser  office,  Louisville,  Ky.,  of  a  very  extraordinary  character.  A 
certain  Dr.  Jos.  R.  Buchanan  announces  that  he  has  discovered  a  method 
of  exciiHJiT  any  distinct  ponioti  of  the  brain,  independent  of  every  other 
part — and  he  moreover  declares  that  he  can  carry  on  the  excitement  even 
to  monomania  !  He  can  quicken  the  activity  of  any  one  of  the  organs  of 
sense — make  a  nian  laugh  or  cry — be  merry  or  sad,  ri<^hi  handed  or  left, 
just  as  he  chooses  ;  and  perform  such  a  multitude  of  antics  with  the  fa- 
bric of  a  man,  that  it  must  be  dangerous  to  provoke  his  ill  will.  The  pro- 
gramme of  what  he  can  do — all  under  the  technical,  lalismanic  name  of 
cerebral  physiology — puts  the  discoveries  of  pa^t  ages  entirely  into  the 
shade.  Six  physicians  have  certified  to  the  doctor's  very  strange  doings 
— which  is  a  kind  of  evidence  that,  like  anitnal  magnetism,  Dr.  Bu- 
chanan's recent  discoveries  are  astonishing  those  who  never  looked  be- 
hind the  screen  to  see  the  wires  pulled. 


Castleton  Medical  College. — By  an  act  of  the  Vermont  Legislature,  the 
name  of  the  Vermont  Medical  Academy  has  been  changed  to  Castleton 
Medical  College.  Wm.  P.  Russel,  M.D.,  has  received  the  chair  of  Medi- 
cal Jurisprudence.  He  was  formerly  at  the  other  school.  Lectures  will 
commence  the  second  Tuesday  in  March,  and  continue  fourteen  weeks. 
On  the  llih  of  October,  Dr.  McClinlock  conimenced  a  fall  course  of  dis- 
sections and  lectures  at  Castleton,  which  are  to  continue  two  months. 
His  winter  course  begins  December  20ih,  and  also  continues  two  months. 
Besides  these  advantages,  there  is  a  private  school  under  the  united  care 
of  Drs.  McClintock,  Perkins  and  Jamieson,  which  offers  peculiar  advan- 
tages to  the  student,  at  a  very  reasonable  rate. 


New-England  Medical  Institnte. — In  the  late  Thomsonian  Convention 
held  in  this  city,  the  question  whether  the  contemplated  school  should  be 
called  the  New-England  Medical  Institute^  instead  of  the  Thomsonia?i 
Medical  College,  was  debated  nearly  two  hours,  and  finally  negatived. 
It  was  voted,  that  the  board  of  trustees  be  requested  to  secure  the  services 
of  competent  professors  in  the  different  branches  to  be  taught  at  the  con- 
templated college,  and  that  a  course  of  lectures  be  given  in  Boston,  as  soon 
as  a  sufficient  number  of  students  can  be  found,  who  will  attend.  It  was 
also  voted,  thai  the  lectures  embrace  the  following  branches  of  medical 
study — viz.,  Thomsonian  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Anatomy, 
Surgery,  Physiology,  Obstetrics  and  Chemistry.  Query  :  How  long  will 
it  be  before  the  Thomsonian  theory  and  practice  will  be  lost  sight  of,  and 
the  new  school  be  a  rational  one,  conducted  on  scientific  principles,  and 
under  the  control  of  a  respectable,  learned  faculty? 


On  Hcmeralopia  which  was  Epidemic  in  the  Department  Bouches-du- 
jRhone.  By  Dr.  Frechirr. —  Epidemic  henieralopia  hns  often  been  ob- 
served. In  the  present  instance  it  was  first  observed  at  Mausanne  in  the 
commencement  of  March  last,  affecting  pregnant  women  especially,  but 
sparing  neither  age,  sex  nor  temperament.  In  some  it  simply  enfeebled 
vision  after  sunset;  others  were  completely  blind  at  night,  although  their 
vision  was  perfect  during  the  day  ;  and  in  others  vision  was  imperfect 
even   at  mid-day,  although  it  was   not  entirely  abolished  at  night.     The 
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duration  of  llie  nfToclion  was  nhoiit  sovcn  or  ricjhl  days  ;  the  constituent 
pans  of  ihc  eye  were  uiialicrcd  ;  indeed,  except  in  the  cases  in  which 
pregnancy  was  concomitant,  the  aflettioM  was  nbsohilely  isohited.  The 
cause  was  evidently  p^'neral  and  dillused,  hui  its  nature  is  subject  for  con- 
jecture.— Jhit.  and  For.  Med.  lie vicic,  from  But.  Gen.  de  Thtrapeutique. 


Case  of  Pruritus  Scroti,  Cured  by  fresh  Lemon  Juice.  By  Dk.  Of- 
PLER,  of  Tarnouriz. — This  was  an  extremely  distressing  case,  that  had 
resisted  all  internal  and  external  means  for  ten  weeks,  deprivinir  the  pa- 
tient of  sleep,  and  producinrr  incessant  distress.  Tfie  pruritus  extended 
to  the  penis,  and  was  accompanied  by  no  primary  rash,  nor  atiy  percepti- 
ble local  alteration  except  what  was  produced  by  the  friction.  A  wash  of 
diluted  lemon-juice  gave  immediate  relief,  and  after  a  few  applications 
produced  a  perfect  cure. — Ibid,  from  Berlin  Med.  Zeitung. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Four  persons  were  lately  poisoned  by  having" 
Jamestown-weed  seed  mixed  wiih  their  coffee — put  in  by  some  wickedly 
disposed  cook.  By  medical  assistance  they  were  all  saved. — After  the 
battle  of  Austerlitz,  Baron  Larrey,  the  favorite  surgeon  of  Napoleon,  am- 
putated 1400  limbs,  and  the  knife,  in  consequence  of  exhaustion,  fell  from 
his  hands  !  This  is  told  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Molt,  of  New  York. — A 
meeting  of  the  Southern  District  Medical  Society,  in  Massachusetts,  was 
held  Nov.  10th. — Some  recent  cures  of  consumption,  quite  astonishing, 
are  said  to  have  been  effected  by  sawing  wood. — Dr.  William  Taylor, 
Vice  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature.  It  is  hoped  that  he  will  keep  at  bay  the 
petitions  of  the  Thomsonians,  who  claim  equal  standing  with  the  learned 
profession  in  that  State,  by  legislative  enactment. — In  1839,  there  were 
2717  suicides  in  France,  698  being  females.  The  number  increases  an- 
nually:  in  1838,  there  were  2556. — Dr.  Staats,  of  Albany,  has  had  such 
surprising  success  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea,  by  the  extract  of  cicuta, 
that  he  has  addressed  the  meinbers  of  the  Medical  Society  on  the  subject. 
In  giving  it  to  a  patient  with  neuralgia,  who  happened  also  to  have  the 
other  complaint,  he  was  relieved  of  both,  by  four  grains  every  four  hours, 
till  the  system  was  under  its  influence.  Since,  he  has  cured  several  cases, 
giving  the  same  dose,  once  in  four  hours,  till  dizziness  was  produced,  to 
be  followed  by  a  dose  of  Epsom  salts. 


Marrifd, — In  Boston,  Dr.  Otis  French  to  Miss  E.  Fay. — At  Brooklyn,  Conn., 
Alfred  Still,  M.D.  of  Philadelphia,  to  Miss  C.  C.  Barnett.— Horace  Green,  M.D.,  of 
New  York,  to  Miss  Harriet  Sheldon. 

DiF.D, — At  Rainham,  Mass.,  Mr.  Amos  W.  Doan,  21,  a  medical  student,  re- 
cently of  this  city. — At  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Dr.  Robert  Cowan,  professor  of 
Medical  Jiiri-^prndcnce  in  the  University. — At  St.  Auiriistine,  Florida,  Dr.  Wijiht- 
man,of  ihe  U.  S.  Army. — At  Malta,  Dr.  Anthony  De  Armas,  of  New  Orleans. 
He  had  arrived  the  morning  of  his  death,  at  the  Qiarantine,  from  x'Xthons. 

Number  of  denths  in  Boston  for  the  week  endinc  Nov.  13,  2."^.  — Males,  1')  ;    Fenialcs,  1.3.     Stillborn,  1. 

Of  consumption,  4— dropsy,  1  —  limit   fever,  .3 — drops>  on   the   brain,  2— inlantile.  2— marasmus,  2 

cronp,  2— hemorrtiHiie  and  child-bed,  1 — convulsions,  2— inflairimation  on  the  brain,  1 — scarlet   fever   1 
— amallpoK,  1 — debility,  1— old  aj^e,  1 — lyphiis  fever,  1 — fits,  1  —  unknown.  1. 

RFSPIRATDRS. 

Trk  Bubsrrit)er,  hv  meanK  of  an  ag^tnt  in  London,  hae   ronslantiv  on  hand  a  number  of  Respirators,  of 
tvery  quality.  N.  17— coi).3m  "  II.  I.   KOWDITCII,  8  Otis  place. 
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THf  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  ilie  1st  ol  November,  and  be  continued,  under  the  lollow- 
iug  arrniigeineni,  to  the  middle  of  Miircli  enttuing  -. — 
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CASES  OF   OPERATION   FOR  ARTIFICIAL   PUi'IL. 

BY    JOHN    JF.riKIES,    M.D.,    ONE    OF    THE     SURGEONS      OK   THE      MASSACHUSETTS    CHARITA- 
BLE   EYE    ANB    EAR    INFIRMARY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Bo:Jton  Medica]  and  Surgical  .louriiai.J 

The  unfortunate  situation  of  the  patient  who  is  always  blind,  at  least  as 
to  all  useful  vision  ;  and  in  general  can  only  discei*n  light  as  the  healthy 
eye  discerns  it  with  the  lids  closed  ;  and  having  his  only  chance  in  an 
operation  which  is  perhaps  the  most  difficult  to  perform,  and  most  uncer- 
tain in  its  results,  of  all  ophthalmic  surgery,  renders  everything  connected 
with  the  subject  of  artificial  pu})il  of  such  interest,  that  any  suggestion 
which  experience  furnishes  is  worth  some  notice. 

From  this  circumstance,  and  from  the  conviction  that  there  are  many 
cases  now  existing  which  might  be  relieved,  the  following  cases  are 
published. 

Case  I. — William  Oates,  48  years  of  age,  from  China,  Maine,  ap- 
plied to  the  Infirmary,  and  was  received  as  a  house  patient,  July,  1840. 
He  stated  that  his  eyes  were  good  with  the  exception  of  three  several  in- 
juries occurring  at  the  age  of  6,  12,  and  3*2  years,  at  each  of  which 
times  he  had  a  temporary  inflammation,  from  which  he  perfectly  recovered, 
until  about  four  years  since,  when  the  sight  of  the  right  eye  began  to  fail 
him,  unaccompanied  with  pain  or  apparent  inflammation,  and  continued  to 
fail  for  one  year  ;  at  which  time  he  had  a  fever  accompanied  with  deli- 
rium, and,  as  he  well  remembers,  a  swelling  on  the  side  of  the  face.  He 
does  not  know  if  his  eye  was  inflamed  at  this  time.  On  his  recovery  he 
found  he  had  lost  his  sight,  retaining  only  the  perception  of  light. 

The  following  was  the  state  of  the  eyes  at  the  time  of  his  application. 
The  appearance  of  the  right  eye  was  not  quite  as  bright  as  natural  ;  in 
other  respects  it  looked  well.  His  vision  with  this  eye  was  not  distinct. 
He  had  had  floating  muscae  for  several  years.  He  thinks  that  the  disease 
of  the  loft  was  affecting  the  right  eye,  which  was  the  cause  of  his  applica- 
tion for  relief.  The  left  eye  had  closure  of  the  pupil  upon  an  adventitious 
membrane  or  poi*tion  of  capsule.  The  iris  was  smooth  on  the  surface, 
and  had  not  lost  its  fibrous  appearance.  Its  color  was  of  a  reddish  brown, 
and  darker  than  its  fellow.  There  was  no  other  appearance  of  disease 
in  the  globe.  The  application  of  stramonium  produced  no  effect  upon 
the  pupil  or  vision.  The  pei'ception  of  light  was  about  as  much  as  seen 
through  the  clos'^d  lids  of  tlie  healthy  eye. 

In  this  condition   of  things   I   determined  to  attempt  a  removal  of  the 
IG 
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capsule  with  a  cutting  needle  passed  tlirough  the  sclerotic,  and  if  this 
was  not  successful  to  operate  afterwards  for  artificial  pupil.  Accordingly 
I  operated  for  him  on  the  xiGth  of  July  1S40.  I  was  enabled  to  detach 
the  capsule  partially,  but  not  entirely.  INo  inflammation  followed  this 
operation,  and  his  vision  was  somewhat  improved  for  a  short  lime,  but 
again  relapsed  so  much  a5  to  leave  only  sufhcient  sight  to  confuse  that 
of  the  other  eye.  He  relumed  again  on  the  8th  of  iXovember,  1840,  for 
further  assistance,  and  on  the  14th,  having  previously  prepared  him  for 
the  operation,  1  operated  for  artificial  pupil.  The  patient  lay  upon  his 
back  on  the  table,  the  upper  lid  being  lield  by  Dr.  Geo.  Belhune,  without 
the  use  of  the  speculum.  The  lower  lid  and  globe  1  controlled  myself. 
With  the  cornea  knife  1  made  a  section  of  the  cornea  downwards,  a  little 
more  in  extent  than  I  usually  do  in  extraction  of  the  lens.  This  I  did 
that  I  might  have  more  room  in  case  there  should  be  occasion  to  remove 
a  portion  of  the  iris.  The  upper  lid  was  allowed  to  fall  immediately  on 
the  completion  of  the  section.  A  small  quantity  of  the  vitreous  was  ob- 
served to  escape  with  the  discharge  of  the  aqueous  humor,  by  which  it 
was  evident  that  the  iris  was  ruptured.  After  a  short  rest  tlie  eye  was 
examined,  when  1  found  that  the  iris  was  rent  from  the  place  of  the  na- 
tural pupil  about  two  thirds  towards  the  outer  side.  This  opening  had  di- 
lated to  an  oval  form,  as  large  as  the  natural  pupil.  On  the  inner  part 
there  was  seen  a  small,  circular,  white  body,  about  one  line  in  diameter, 
loose  at  the  new  pupil,  but  attached  to  the  uvea  on  the  inner  side.  With 
the  ring  forceps,  carefully  introduced,  1  detached  this  membrane  and 
Withdrew  it  from  the  globe.  The  pupil  now  dilated  still  more,  becoming 
once  and  a  half  the  size  of  the  natural  pupil,  and  was  of  an  oval  form, 
occupying  the  place  of  the  natural  pupil  and  half  the  distance  towards  the 
outer  canthus.  No  accident  accompanied  the  operation,  which  was  ef- 
fected with  very  little  pain  to  the  patient.  He  said  he  could  see  the  ob- 
jects about  him  at  its  completion.  The  eye  was  dressed  with  a  compress 
wet  with  cold  water,  and  confined  with  a  sinijle  fold  of  bandaire.     The 
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eye  was  quite  easy,  and  the  patient  free  from  constitutional  affection  for 
three  days.  At  this  time  the  bandage  was  removed,  and  on  examining 
the  eye  it  was  found  that  the  incision  of  the  cornea  had  entirely  united  ; 
the  cornea  was  somewhat  hazy  ;  the  pupil  still  remained,  but  there 
was  in  it  a  deposit  of  lymph.  Leeches  were  directed  to  the  temple,  and 
a  iirain  of  calomel  tjiven  niiiht  and  morning. 

On  the  fifth  day  the  cornea  was  more  opaque,  and  threatening  to  break 
away  at  the  incision.  He  had  had  but  little  uneasiness  in  the  eye,  but 
more  pain  on  the  side  of  the  head.  More  leeches  were  applied,  and  the 
calomel  with  opium  given  at  night,  but  omitted  in  the  morning. 

The  fourteenth  day.  The  patient  had  been  improving,  with  occa- 
sionally some  pain  at  night.  The  cornea  had  become  quite  clear  ;  a  con- 
siderable pupil  was  seen,  free  from  lymph,  of  the  size  and  figure  before 
described.  His  vision  was  improving.  He  could  see  objects,  but  they 
appeared  hazy.  A  slight  zone  was  still  seen  around  the  cornea.  His 
eye  improved  in  clearness  and  strength  until  the  thirty-fifth  day  after  the 
operation,  giving  every  indication  of  a  perfectly  successful  result.  At 
ihat  time  there  was  a  deposit  of  lymph  at   the  upper  and  inner  angle  of 
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the  pu|)il — the  seat  of  llin  advcMitllioiis  mcruhranc  ;  tlie  |)iipll  began  llicn 
10  contract  at  that  part,  and  as  tlu;  lymph  was  deposited  continued  to 
close  from  this  |)art  nearly  across  \\w.  new  pupil,  h.-avinii;  hut  a  small  open- 
ing in  the  iris,  which  was  dim  in  its  appearance.  'I'his  closure  was  slowly 
acc'omplished  in  about  rourleen  days,  notwithstanding  every  effort  to  pre- 
vent it  by  dcjiletion  and  the  use  of  mercury.  He  was  disciiarged  on  the 
2'^d  of  January,  1841,  without  improvement. 

Cask  11.— Mark  Langley,  from  Brigham,  Maine,  fet.  42,  applied  May 
28,  1841.  He  had  an  inflammation  in  the  left  eye,  occasioned  by  an 
injury  to  the  eye  about  two  years  since.  This  extended  to  the  right 
eye,  and  soon  occasioned  blindness  of  both  eyes.  At  his  application  the 
right  eye  was  free  from  redness  and  uneasiness.  The  pupil  was  nearly 
closed,  but  not  quite.  What  of  pupil  remained  was  filled  with  a  white 
membrane,  ajiparenlly  capsule,  wholly  adherent  to  the  uvea.  The  iris 
was  liirhter  colored  than  usual,  and  somewhat  fibrous.  It  was  doubtful  if 
the  iris  had  lost  its  contractile  power.  As  the  disease  commenced  with 
acute  inflammation,  and  the  iris  was  discolored,  it  seemed  most  probable 
that  it  would  not  contract  if  divided.  Having  previously  prepared  the 
patient  by  some  depletion,  I  operated  for  artificial  pupil  on  the  right  eye 
on  the  31st  of  May.  The  patient  being  placed  as  in  the  former  case, 
and  the  upper  lid  supported  by  Dr.  R.  VV.  Hooper,  I  made  a  section  of 
a  full  half  of  the  cornea,  after  whicli  I  found  the  iris  ruptured  in  the 
place  of  the  natural  pupil,  towards  the  inner  side,  about  one  third  of  the 
diameter  of  the  iris.  This  appeared  to  be  mostly  occupied  by  a  white 
metnbrane.  Seizing  the  loose  end  of  this  with  the  ring  forceps,  I  sepa- 
rated it  from  the  uvea  and  withdrew  it  from  the  eye.  In  doing  this  I 
found  a  hard,  shrivelled  lens,  about  one  third  of  the  natural  size,  adherent 
to  it  on  the  back  side.  When  this  was  removed  a  large  oval  pupil 
appeared  in  the  centre,  and  on  the  inner  side  of  the  iris.  He  could  dis- 
cern objects  partially  after  the  operation.  The  dressing  and  subsequent 
treatment  were  much  as  in  the  former  case.  He  had  scarcely  any  uneasi- 
ness or  redness  in  the  eye.  The  cornea  healed  very  readily,  but  there 
appeared,  soon  after  the  operation,  a  low  degree  of  inflammation  in  the 
iris,  which  in  three  weeks  closed  the  pupil,  and  he  was  discharged  the 
last  of  August  without  improvement. 

From  my  observation  of  these  two  cases,  and  their  failure  after  the 
formation  of  so  large  an  artificial  pupil,  so  happily  accomplished,  I 
was  convinced  that  the  chance  of  success  was  greatly  diminished  by  the 
extent  of  the  division  of  the  cornea.  It  was  also  apparent  to  me  that 
the  iris  more  frequently  retained  its  contractile  power  than  might  be  pre- 
sumed eithei-  from  its  appearance  or  from  the  previous  history  of  the  dis- 
ease. I  therefore  determined,  in  similar  cases,  to  attempt  the  division  of 
the  iris  through  the  cornea,  with  the  iris  knife.  The  only  objection  to 
this  which  occurred  to  me  before  the  attempt,  was  from  the  shape  of  the 
instrument;  which,  as  it  must  be  introduced  with  the  flat  sides  towards  the 
iris  and  cornea,  might  not  be  turned  to  carry  the  cutting  edge  towards  the 
iris,  without  at  the  same  time  cutting  the  cornea  so  much  as  to  produce  a 
discharse  of  the  aqueous  humor,  and  prevent  a  division  of  the  iris.  A 
case  soon  occurr(;d,  however,  to  test  tlie  practicability  of  the  operation, 
as  follows. 
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Case  III. — Josepli  Nelson,  from  Clinton,  Maine,  54  years  of  age,  ap- 
plied at  the  Infinnary,  July  —  He  a[)peared  to  be  a  healthy  and  leni- 
perale  man,  of  a  plilegmatic  temperament.  Ho  hud  been  injured  by 
blasting  rocks  some  timti  .since,  and  had  now  recovered  from  all  intlamma- 
tion  or  irritability  of  the  eyes.  The  appearance  of  the  eyes  was — the 
right  eye  was  reduced  in  size  and  altered  in  figure  ;  the  cornea  flattened 
and  leucomatous  over  its  whole  extent,  makin<;  entire  destruction  of  this 
eye.  The  left  globe  was  of  natural  size  and  firm.  This  was  also  opaque 
over  four  fifths  of  the  cornea.  The  leucoma  was  prominent  and  dark 
colored  in  spots,  showing  the  union  of  the  iris  with  the  cornea.  A  small 
section  of  the  cornea  was  clear  at  the  lowest  part,  through  which  about  a 
fifth  or  sixth  of  the  inferior  part  of  the  iris  could  be  seen.  This  appeared 
fibrous,  with  the  fibres  on  the  stretch  towards  the  anterior  synechia,  which 
commenced  near  the  bottom  of  the  leucoma.  The  space  between  the 
iris  and  cornea,  at  its  more  healthy  part,  was  extremely  small.  The  two 
parts  appeared  almost  in  juxtaposition.  The  degree  of  vision,  accord- 
ing to  the  expression  of  the  patient,  was  as  much  as  is  seen  through  the 
lids  of  the  healthy  eye.  The  case,  of  course,  was  an  exceedingly  un- 
promising one ;  and  indeed  had  been  fully  condemned  before  I  saw  him. 
The  only  chance  seemed  to  be  by  incision  through  the  cornea  with  the 
iris  scalpel,  as  I  had  formerly  devised.  Accordingly,  on  the  3d  of  July,  I 
performed  the  operation  for  koretomia  as  follows. 

The  patient  lying  on  his  back  on  the  table,  and  the  upper  lid  supported 
by  an  assistant,  I  entered  a  small  iris  knife  through  the  bottom  of  the 
opacity,  with  the  cutting  edge  towards  the  inferior  part  of  the  globe,  and 
the  flat  side  in  front.  1  then  brought  the  point  in  front  of  the  iris,  and 
carried  it  across  to  the  corneal  edge  on  the  opposite  side,  and  entered 
the  point  through  the  edge  of  the  iris,  at  the  same  time  turning  the  cut- 
ting edge  inwards.  In  doing  this  I  was  careful  not  to  advance  the  in- 
strument, for  fear  of  wounding  the  ciliary  body.  With  a  back  stroke  of 
the  knife,  I  then  cut  the  iris  until  I  saw  a  clear  black  opening,  as  large  as 
I  thought  the  case  would  admit.  The  instrument  was  withdrawn  as 
it  was  entered.  There  was  no  escape  of  aqueous  humor.  This  I  pre- 
sumed was  because  of  the  very  small  quantity  in  the  globe,  and  also  be- 
cause the  knife  was  entered  through  the  leucoma.  A  new  pupil  was  now 
seen  at  the  edge  of  the  iris,  much  less  in  size  than  I  expected,  the  iris 
having  stretched  on  before  the  knife,  in  the  attempt  at  incision.  It  was 
about  half  a  lin-e  in  diameter,  and  somewhat  irregular.  The  patient  said 
he  could  see  the  objects  moving  about  him. 

On  the  second  day  he  had  had  no  pain,  but  some  soreness  in  the  globe. 
The  pupil  still  remained.  The  patient  went  on  from  this  time  without 
any  trouble  or  accident,  and  was  discharged  on  the  23d  of  July,  with  a  small 
but  clear  pupil  ;  the  eye  still  a  little  too  irritable  to  use  his  sight  freely. 
On  the  17th  of  September  he  returned  to  see  if  his  vision  could  be  im- 
proved. He  had  supported  himself  by  work  during  the  summer,  but 
found  it  difficult  to  distinguish  objects  on  the  ground.  Thinking  his  sight 
might  be  improved  by  glasses,  I  supplied  him  with  a  lens  of  four-inch  fo- 
cus, with  which  he  could  read  lart^e  letters  ;  distinguish  the  siijns  across 
the  street,  and  count  the  spokes  in  the  wheels  of  carts  at  a  little  distance. 
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I  profcrrod  to  re<^t  satisfied   with  this  dc^rnn  of  vision,  ratlicr  than  risk  the 
loss  of  it,  for  \vhi''h  Ik^  said   "  ho  woidd  not  tako  a  barrel  of  ;;ol(l." 

Cask   IV. — lolin   Kverett,  from  Teniph^ton,  Mass.,  45  years  of  age, 
was  adniiiteil  Octohcr  7th,  IS  10.      His  si^^ht  failed  him  about  three  years 
before  his  apprutation,  so  that  Ih"   could    not  see   to  rc.'ad.      At  his  admis- 
sion he  could  not  see   a   lamp   across   the   room,  nor  define  the   windows. 
He  had  cataracts  of  both  eyes,  of  a  bluish-white  appearance.     The  pu- 
pil of  the  riirht  eye  was  rc<rular,  that  of  the  left  a    little  irregular.     Both 
pupils  diJatiMl,  but  not  actively.     They  were  made  to  dilate  by  the  use  of 
sliamonium.     The  lens  in  each  eye  a[)peared  large  and  j)rominent ;    the 
conjunctiva  suffused   and  somewhat  injected  ;    his  face  was  quite  florid. 
PresuminfT  that  the  lenses   were   bard,  and   fearing  to  leave   them  in  the 
globe  so  disposed  to  vascularity,  I  thought  it  best  to  remove  them.     Ac- 
cordingly, the  patient  having  twice  taken  a  saline  cathartic,  and   having 
been  bled,  I  operated  for  extraction  of  both  cataracts  on  the  16th  of  July. 
Both  lenses  were  readily  extracted,  and   found  hard  and  large.     No  acci- 
dent followed   the  operation  ;  the  patient  did   well,  and  was  discharged 
Novetnber  16th,  with  both  eyes  easy  and  quite  clear,  able  to  read  com- 
mon print.     The  right  pupil  showed  some  disposition  to  contract,  but  was 
easily  dilated  by  stramonium.     He  returned  again  to  the   Infirmary  Sep- 
tember 17th,  1841,  having  lost  the  sight  of  the   right  eye.     He  had  clo- 
sure of  the  pupil,  confined  by  an  adventitious  membrane.     The  iris  was 
fibrous,  and  a  little  lighter  in  color  than  the  left  eye.     Having  been  cup- 
ped on  the  nape  of  the  neck  six  ounces,  and  taken  a  cathartic,  I  operated 
for  the  formation  of  an  artificial  pupil  on  the  22d  of  Sept.,  1841.     The 
patient  lying  on   his  back,  I  supported  the  upper  lid   and  controlled  the 
globe  with  the  left  hand.     I  then  entered  the  iris  scalpel  flat,  with  its  cut- 
ting edge  upwards,  through  the  cornea,  about  a  third  from  its  outer  edge 
towards  the  centre,  passing  the  knife  across  the  iris  and  over  the  centre 
of  the  former   pupil.     I    carried   it    through  the  iris   midway   from  the 
centre   to  the  corneal  edge,  on   the  inner  side,  at   the  same  time  turn- 
ing the  cutting  edge   inwards,  intending  to  divide   the  membrane    from 
that  point  into  and   through  the    natural    pupil.     Depressing  the   point 
for  this  purpose,  1   made  a  back  sweep,  and  seeing  a   good-sized  space 
made  by  the  knife,  I  presumed  I  had  fully  accomplished  my  purpose,  and 
withdrew  the  knife.     On  doing  this,  I   found  that   I  had  cut  the  edge  of 
the  pupil  and  adherent  capsule   across  the  former  pupil,  making  a  good- 
sized  pupil  by  the  contraction  of  the  iris.     This   was  occupied   and  ob- 
structed on  the  outer  part  by  the  white  adventitious  membrane ;  the  re- 
mainder was  black  and  clear.     There  was  also  a  small  point  where  the 
knife  entered  the  iris,  forming  another  very  small  pupil  between  the  centre 
of  the  iris  and   the  inner  edge.     He  was  able  to  distinguish  the  faces  of 
those  about  him  after  the  operation.     There   was  no  escape  of  aqueous 
humor  at  the  time  or  after  the  operation.     The  eye  was  lightly  bandaged, 
and  the  patient  went  to  bed.     No  inflammation  followed  the  operation. 

On  the  third  day  there  was  a  good  pupil  in  the  place  of  the  natural 
one,  and  the  smaller  pupil  had  considerably  increased  in  size.  This  last 
continued  to  increase  for  ten  days  ;  at  which  time  it  was  a  third  as  large  as 
the   natural  pupil,  leaving  only  a  few  fibres  between  it  and  the  central 
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pupil.  His  sight  was  pretty  good  with  this  eye,  but  lie  said  he  saw  a 
black  band  perpeiulieularly  across  every  distant  object  at  which  he  locjked. 
In  consequence  of  this,  and  the  eye  being  (juile  free  lioni  irritability,  1 
determined  to  operate  again  and  unite  the  two  pupils  into  one.  This  I 
did  on  the  llth  of  October,  with  the  iris  knife  as  before,  in  doing  this 
second  operation,  1  entered  the  knife  with  the  cutting  edge  downwards, 
and  as  the  patient  bad  no  control  over  the  eye  and  it  was  drawn  convul- 
sively upwards,  1  was  afraid  the  cornea  would  be  cut  too  freely,  and  im- 
mediately withdrew  the  knife.  1  then  secured  the  globe  by  the  double 
hook  fixed  into  the  albuginea,  just  above  and  within  the  edge  of  the  cor- 
nea. This  was  held  by  an  assistant,  and  I  again  perforated  the  cornea 
with  the  iris  knife,  having  the  edge  upwards.  I  then  easily  separated  the 
iris  between  the  two  pupils,  by  a  sawing  motion  of  the  knife,  without 
further  cutting  the  cornea.  This  formed  one  full  and  free  pupil.  Al- 
though the  cornea  was  thus  twice  punctured,  there  was  no  escape  of  the 
aqueous  humor,  nor  was  there  any  inflammation  to  defeat  the  success  of 
the  operation.  He  was  soon  able  to  begin  the  use  of  the  eye,  and  was 
discharged  able  to  read  common  print,  with  the  eye  daily  improving  in 
streno;th  and  clearness. 

From  the  recital  of  these  four  cases  for  keratomia,  it  would  seem  very 
probable  that  had  the  two  first  been  operated  for  in  the  manner  of  the 
latter  ones,  they  would  have  been  perfectly  successful.  They  were  both 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  anterior  operation  by  simple  incision  ;  the  iris 
retaining  its  contractile  power;  the  globe  being  sound,  and  the  retina  still 
possessing  its  sensibility.  In  all  cases  of  closure  of  the  pupil  after  the 
operation  for  cataract,  this  mode  is  to  be  preferred,  as  in  these  cases  the 
lens  has  been  removed  or  absorbed.  In  cases  where  Cheselden's  opera- 
tion would  be  done,  this  mode  is  decidedly  the  best,  as  inflicting  a  much 
less  wound  upon  the  eye  and  avoiding  the  ciliary  processes  ;  a  circum- 
stance almost  inevitable  in  the  posterior  division.  And  indeed  in  all  cases 
where  the  iris  will  contract  on  division,  it  may  more  safely  and  success- 
fully be  done  than  the  modes  of  Baron  Wenzel,  Janin,  Sir  W.  Adams, 
Maunoir,  and  the  various  modifications  on  them  adopted  by  other  able 
operators.  In  many  cases,  also,  I  think  it  may  be  found  a  good  substi- 
tute for  the  operation  for  corectomia,  as  in  cases  of  simple  central  opacity 
of  the  cornea,"^inflicting  as  it  does  a  much  less  injury  upon  the  iris  than  a 
removal  of  a  portion  of  its  substance  must  necessarily  produce.  It  can- 
not, of  course,  be  done  where,  from  previous  iritis,  there  has  been  a  de- 
posit of  lymph  upon  and  in  the  substance  of  the  iris,  rendering  it  gibbous 
and  uncontractile.  But  I  have  thought  that  in  a  case  of  doubtful  condi- 
tion of  the  iris,  I  should  do  this  operation  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  fur- 
ther division  of  the  cornea  and  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  iris  ;  having 
several  times  found  that  in  doing  Beer's  or  Gibson's  operation,  the 
great  difficulty  in  effecting  the  mechanical  operation  was  in  divid- 
ing that  part  of  the  iris  which  lay  farthest  from  the  incision  of  the 
cornea. 

In  the  severer  operations  upon  the  eye,  as  in  extraction  for  cataract 
and  the  operations  for  artificial  pupil,  we  labor  under  peculiar  difficulties 
in  northern  climates,  fi-om  tlie  deep  and  protracted   inflammations  which 
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attend  our  iiioiii  initiible  suhjucls.  The  (Ulierencc  bclween  these  opera- 
lions  upon  a  Chinaman  and  a  New  lOni^hinder,  by  hands  equally  skilful, 
is  hartlly  to  be  estimated  by  one  who  has  not  seen  or  known  its  efiects 
upon  th(^  two  classes  of  tempernmenls.  The  increased  difiif;ulty  of  ac- 
complishiiiii  the  operation  with  success  on  northern  suhj(;cts,  is  a  sufTi- 
cient  reason  for  making  any  suggestion  public  which  may  in  any  case 
lead  to  a  more  happy  result. 
Bostofi,  At>r.  l(),  1841. 


ORTIlOrCDIC     liNFIRMARY— SURGICAL     OPERATIOx\S     THE     LAST 
WEEK   BY  JOHN   B.   BROWN,   M.D. 

RKPORTF.n     FOK    THE    MEDICAL   JOURNAL    BY     BDCKMINSTKR    BROWN. 

Lateral  Curvaturf:. — The  subject  of  this  operation  was  a  young 
lady,  aged  19,  naturally  of  a  good  constitution,  but  rendered  feeble  and 
nervous  by  the  deformity  of  the  spine. 

Dr.  Brown  did  not  perform  this  operation  in  a  manner  precisely  similar 
to  that  described  by  the  European  surgeons.  He  made  the  puncture  on 
a  line  with  the  last  dorsal  vertebra,  carrying  the  knife,  on  its  flat  side,  be- 
tween the  integuments  and  muscles,  nearly  to  the  spinous  process  of  the 
same  vertebra.  He  then  turned  it,  and  divided  the  longissimus  dorsi 
transversely  ;  again  turning  the  instrument,  he  run  it  down  near  to  the 
spinous  processes,  for  the  space  of  two  inches,  and  then  up  along  the 
course  of  the  spine  two  inches,  dividing  the  whole  of  the  spinal  attach- 
ment of  the  serratus  posticus  inferior,  making  a  subcutaneous  longitudi- 
nal incision  of  four  inches,  involving  of  course  a  division  of  the  attach- 
ments  of  the  latissimus  dorsi  at  these  points ;  all  of  which  was  done 
through  one  cutaneous  puncture.  There  was  no  bleeding  of  any  conse- 
quence—  probably  not  more  than  a  tea-spoonful.  A  small  piece  of  ad- 
liesive  plaster  was  applied  over  the  puncture,  which  being  secured  by  a 
com|)ress  and  roller,  the  young  lady  walked  to  her  bed. 

The  deviation  between  the  shoulder-blades,  which  previous  to  the 
operation  was  three  inches,  was  reduced  in  four  days  to  one  and  a  quarter 
inch.  Extension  having  been  applied  by  means  of  the  inclined  plane 
used  in  this  Institution,  the  lumbar  curve  has  entirely  disappeared,  and 
she  has  gained  one  and  a  half  inch  in  height. 

Knocked  Knees. — A  boy,  6  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  this  In- 
firmary, with  both  legs  badly  deformed.  He  had  never  been  able  to 
brini:  his  feet  toi^ether.  Each  lower  le(r  formed  an  ansjle  outwards  of  30 
degrees  with  the  thigh,  and  the  tibia  of  each  leg  was  much  bent  anteriorly 
— particularly  the  left.  Thxj  biceps  and  external  lateral  ligament  were 
divided  subcutaneously  in  each  leg,  and  apparatus  constructed  for  the 
purpose  applied.  In  four  days  the  legs  were  brought  on  a  natural  line 
with  the  thighs.  The  apparatus  used  in  this  instance  is  calculated  not 
only  to  correct  the  deformity  of  the  knees,  but  also  to  straighten  the  tibia. 
Dr.  Brown's  first  intention  has  been  already  attained  ;  the  possibility  of 
fulfilling  the  last  remains  to  be  proved.  It  was  truly  astonishing  to  ob- 
serve tlie  results  following  (even  a   few  moments  after  the  operation)  the 
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division  of  those  tibies  which  had  by  their  contraction  produced  so  frii^ht- 
ful  a  deformity. 

CoNTRACTKD  ToE. — A  young  lady  of  16,  with  the  second  toe  of 
left  foot  doubled  upon  itself — particularly  in  walking.  Dr.  Brown  divided 
the  flexor  of  this  toe,  anil  it  was  inunediately  restored  to  its  normal 
position. 

Pes  EquiNUs  Valgus. — A  young  man,  19  years  of  age,  afflicted 
with  this  deformity  from  birth.  In  this  instance  a  subcutaneous  division 
of  the  peroneus  longus  and  brevis  was  all  that  was  considered  necessary 
at  the  present  time,  as  previous  to  his  entering  the  Infirmary  the  tendo- 
Achillis  had  been  twice  divided.  This  was  accordingly  done  on  Satur- 
day, Nov.  13.  There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  there  exists  in  this 
case  a  paralysis  of  the  antagonizing  muscles,  which  of  course,  if  such  be 
the  fact,  will  prolong  the  process  of  cure. 

if  these  hasty  sketches,  Mr.  Editor,  should  be  considered  wortiiy  of 
publication  in  your  valuable  Journal,  and  should  my  health  permit,  it 
will  give  me  pleasure,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  such  cases  of  interest 
as  may  come  under  my  observation,  while  acting  as  assistant  in  this 
Institution.  Buckminster  Brown. 


SULPHURETTED  HYDROGEN   IN  THE  WATERS  OF   AFRICAN   RIVERS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Jona.  Pereira,  F.R.S., 
&;c.,  of  London,  author  of  the  largest  and  most  approved  work  upon  ma- 
teria medica  of  modern  times,  in  which,  among  a  great  variety  of  other 
interesting  matters,  he  has  given  an  account  by  Professor  Daniell,  Foreign 
Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society,  &ic.,  of  the  generation  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  at  the  mouths  of  rivers  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  and  other 
places,  in  sufficient  quantity  to  destroy  the  copper  sheathing  upon  vessels 
anchoring  on  that  coast,  and  also  engendering  severe  and  mortal  sick- 
nesses. The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain  considered  the  sub- 
ject of  so  great  importance,  that  in  1840  they  directed  the  officers  of  the 
Royal  Navy  stationed  on  that  coast  to  procure  bottles  of  water  from  the 
mouths  of  the  principal  rivers  there,  and  forward  them  for  analysis.  Ac- 
cordingly, eight  or  ten  bottles  of  the  water  from  the  river  of  Sierra  Leone, 
the  Volta,  the  Bony,  the  Mooney,  the  Gaboon,  the  Congo,  from  Cape 
Lopez  Bay,  and  some  other  stations,  were  sent  by  them  to  Prof.  Daniell, 
who  found  in  all  of  them  a  large  quantity  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas, 
and  he  thinks  in  sufficient  quantity  to  account  for  the  vast  amount  of  de- 
struction of  copper  sheathing  upon  vessels  in  those  waters,  and  also  to 
account  for  the  deadly  sickness  which  prevails  on  those  shores.  A  com- 
munication was  made  by  Prof.  Daniell,  in  a  lecture  delivered  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Institution,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1841,  and  published 
in  the  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  Philosophical  Magazine  and  Jour- 
nal of  Science  for  July,  1841.  Dr.  Pereira,  among  several  other  highly 
interesting  pamphlets,  has  forwarded  me  this,  with  the  following  remark. 
**  My  friend.  Professor  Daniell,  has  recently  shown  that  the  waters  on  the 
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cofiF^t  of  AfVicn  aro  lar^rly  iniprc^^iialed  with  siilplmrcttod  hydrof^en,  and 
to  tliis  noxious  n;is  we  ni'iy,  pciliaps,  ascrilx;  llic;  sickness  common  on  tlie 
coast.  His  paper  on  llu;  suIjJl'ci  is  lull  of  interest.  Ho  was  kind 
enonujli  to  <;ive  nio  several  copies  for  my  foreit^n  friends,  and  1  forward 
yon  one,  ihinkinsi^  yon  will  feel   inleresled  in  the  snhjecl." 

1  will  just  «];ivo  you  his  analysis  ol  the  water  from  Cape  Loj)ez  liay. 
The  analyses  of  the  other  waters  are  somewhat  similar,  and  this  may 
snflice  for  an  examination  of  the  whole. 

'*  Water  from  Cape  Lopez  Hay,  taken  hy  her  Majesty's  hri^  Nautilus, 
Sept.  2S,  1839.  The  rainy  season  had  connncnced.  This  water  smelt 
very  stron<^ly  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  The  sediment  in  the  hotties 
weighed  only  O.l  grain,  and  consisted  of  vegetahle  matter.  It  contained, 
per  gallon,  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  ll,69cul)ic  inches;  chlorine,  1467.37 
grains;  sulphuric  acid,  115.'iO;  lime,  23.21;  magnesia,  41.02;  mag- 
nesium, 28.44;  sodium,  921.60;  potassium,  a  trace;  iodine,  a  trace. 
Amount  of  salts  from  evaporation,  2576.00.    Specific  gravity,  1026." 

The  suhject  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  the  copper  upon  our  ves- 
sels which  navigate  these  waters,  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our 
merchants  as  well  as  to  the  government.     Prof.  Daniell  ohserves  : 

"  Of  the  comparative  duration  of  the  vessels  in  the  Royal  Navy,  I 
have  not  been  informed  ;  but  the  evil  complained  of  in  the  merchant  ser- 
vice is  well  known  ;  and  upon  inquiry  of  one  of  the  largest  copper  smelt- 
ers in  South  Wales,  he  assures  me  '  that  the  experience  of  between  thirty 
and  forty  years  has  led  his  mind  to  the  conclusion  that  sheathing  copper 
will  be  as  much  or  more  injured  on  a  nine-months  voyage  to  and  along 
the  coast  of  Africa,  as  by  the  wear  of  from  three  to  four  years  on  any 
other  trade.'  "  From  a  lonfr  series  of  analvses  and  observation  Prof. 
Daniell  observes,  "  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  important  fact  of  the  im- 
pregnation of  the  waters  upon  the  western  coast  of  Africa  with  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen,  to  an  amount,  in  some  places,  exceeding  that  of  some 
of  the  most  celebrated  sulphur  s[)rings  in  the  world  ;  and  of  the  injurious 
effect  of  such  impregnation  upon  the  copper  sheathing  of  ships,  you  will 
be  convinced  by  the  experiments  upon  the  table.  Were  any  further  evi- 
dence wanting,  it  would  be  found  in  the  state  of  the  copper  of  the  Bonetta^ 
which  lately  returned  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  three  sheets  were  sent 
to  me  by  the  Admiralty  for  examination. 

"  Nos.  1  and  2  were  pretty  uniformly  covered  on  the  outside  with  a 
green  crust  ;  and  on  the  inside,  as  evenly,  with  a  black  crust  of  equal 
thickness.  They  were  very  thin  in  parts,  and  here  and  there  eaten  into 
holes.  No.  3  was  in  a  much  worse  slate,  very  thin  and  eaten  into  large 
holes.  In  most  parts  it  was  easily  broken  by  the  fingers  ;  one  of  the 
holes,  of  an  irregular  shape,  measured  eighteen  inches  in  length  by  four 
and  a  half  in  width.  This  sheet  was  covered  with  green  crust  chiefly,  on 
both  sides  ;  but  there  were  evident  traces  of  the  black  crust  on  the  inner 
side.  Upon  analysis  the  black  crust  was  found  to  consist  of  sulphuret  of 
copper,  and  the  green  oxychlorlde  of  copper.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  injury  to  the  copper  arose,  primarily,  from  the  sulpliuretted 
hydrogen. 

*'  That  the  establishment  of  this  fact  is  of  some  importance  in  a  mer- 
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cantlle  point  of  view,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  convince  you  by  two 
anecdotes  which  1  shall  now  narrate.  INot  many  years  a;^o  a  new  cop- 
per company  set  up  asrneltini;  establishment,  and  brought  their  copper  to 
market;  some  merchants  purchased  sheathino^  of  them,  coppered  their 
ship,  and  sent  her  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  Not  many  months  after  slie 
returned  to  this  country  in  the  same  state  as  that  of  the  IJonetta.  The 
merchants  said  the  copper  smelters  were  inexperienced  hands  and  did  not 
know  their  business;  and  they  brouidit  an  action  against  the  company, 
who  defended  it.  Upon  the  trial  some  of  the  most  eminent  scientific 
men  of  the  day  gave  evidence  that  there  was  nothing  in  sea-water  which 
could  produce  such  rapid  decay  of  the  copper,  and  the  jury  in  conse- 
quence brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs.  Now  contrast  this  with 
what  has  liappened  to  me  in  the  last  two  months.  An  eminent  copper 
manufacturer  of  South  Wales,  who  had  heard  nothini;  of  the  invesiitja- 
lions  in  which  I  had  been  engaged,  came  to  me  with  two  samples  of  cop- 
per which  he  wished  me  to  analyze.  The  one  was  of  new  metal,  and 
the  other  part  of  the  sheathing  of  a  ship  wliich  had  just  returned  from 
Africa  after  a  voyage  of  a  few  months,  the  copper  being  in  a  state  of  ut- 
ter decay.  He  stated  that  the  merchants  to  whom  the  vessel  belonged 
bad  brought  an  action  against  him  on  the  plea  that  the  copper  was  imper- 
fect, and  he  wislied  for  my  evidence  upon  the  subject,  as  he  well  knew 
that  the  copper  was  perfectly  good.  Instead  of  entering  upon  the  analy- 
sis, 1  gave  him  a  copy  of  my  report  upon  the  waters  of  the  western  coast 
of  Africa,  which  he  sent  to  the  merchants,  and  nothing  further  has  been 
heard  of  the  action. 

*'  But  it  may  perhaps  be  said  that  little  good  will  result  from  pointing 
out  the  evil,  unless  we  are  j)repared  to  propose  some  remedy  for  it.  I 
think  the  remedy  is  certainly  within  our  command.  The  principle  of 
protection  proposed  by  Sir  H.  Davy  is  quite  applicable  to  it,  with  some 
additional  precautions  suggested  by  his  newly  discovered  destructive  agent, 
which  had  escaped  his  notice.  His  experiments  were  conducted  princi- 
pally with  zinc  and  iron  as  the  active  elements  of  protection,  and  he  was 
led  ultimately  to  the  adoption  of  cast  iron,  '  as  tlie  substance  which  is 
cheapest,  most  easily  procured,  and  likewise  most  fitted  for  the  protection 
of  the  copper.'  But  this  is  not  the  case  with  regard  to  sulphuretted  hy- 
drogen ;  for  you  will  see  by  reference  to  the  experiments  upon  the  table, 
copper  is  more  acted  upon  by  this  substance  than  iron,  the  latter  being 
protected  by  the  former,  and  the  fact  is  that  a  piece  of  iron  attached  to 
copper  increases  the  corrosion  of  the  latter.  Zinc,  on  the  contrary,  pro- 
tects the  copper  not  only  from  the  action  of  the  chlorides  in  sea-water,  but 
from  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  1  have  long  been  of  the  opinion  that 
voltaic  protection  in  the  navy  was  much  too  lightly  abandoned.  This 
abandonment  arose  from  what  might  be  called  over-protection,  by  which 
the  attachment  of  weeds  and  zoophytes  to  the  ships'  bottoms  was  found  to 
be  encouraged.  Earthy  deposits  were  formed,  and  to  these  weeds  and 
shell-fish  attached  themselves. 

"  The  remedy  for  this  appears  to  me  to  be  obvious ;  instead  of  keep- 
ing the  protectors  always  in  contact  with  the  copper,  let  them  be  insu- 
lated, and  let  them  be  brought  into  metallic  contact  when  occasion  may 
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require.  This  might  readily  be  done  l)y  means  of  a  liolt  or  bar  forming 
in  one  position  a  conlinuous  eonduclor  lieiwecn  llie  two  metals,  and  in 
iHiollier  l)n'al<ini(  the  eonneetion  ;  llii^  mii^lit  always  be  at  the  command 
of  the  proper  oliicuT  oC  {\\v.  ship.  Nothing  could  liien  bo  easier  than  to 
throw  olK  ihe  j>r()leelion  when  the  ship  is  in  haihor  or  in  situations  pccu- 
liarlv  liable  to  deposits;  or  to  restore  it  uj)on  goini;  to  sea,  or  arriving  in 
latitudes  where  sulphuretted  hydrogen  might  be  found  to  exist.  But 
the  protection  should  always  be  of  zinc,  which  would  preserve  the  cop- 
per not  only  from  the  efl'ects  of  sea-water  generally,  but  from  the  more 
destructive  agency  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  which  1  shall  soon  give  you 
my  reasons  for  concluding  not  only  prevails  upon  the  western  coast  of 
Africa,  but  in  other  situations  where  it  lias  never  yet  been  suspected. 
Indeed  I  incline  to  believe  that  it  would  only  be  found  necessary  to  use 
protection  in  sulphuretted  waters,  and  that  the  action  of  the  chlorides 
alone  might  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  preserve  the  copper  from 
deposits." 

Diseases  on  the  Coast  of  Africa. — Although  the  above  subject, 
]\lr.  Editor,  is  extremely  interesting,  if  not  invaluable  to  the  commercial 
world,  it  may  not  be  of  so  much  importance  to  physicians  as  the  diseases 
generated  by  this  pestilential  gas.  Prof.  Daniell  observes,  "  When  this 
matter  was  first  brought  under  my  consideration,  1  was  surprised  lliat  the 
nauseous  smell  which  must  necessarily  be  evolved  from  water  impreg- 
nated with  this  gas  at  so  high  a  temperature  as  that  of  the  equinoctial 
regions,  had  not  been  noticed.  I  have  in  consequence  turned  to  some  of 
the  accounts  of  the  late  travels  in  Africa  to  seek  for  evidence  upon  the 
subject  ;  and  in  the  narrative  of  an  expedition  into  the  interior  of  Africa, 
by  the  river  Niger,  by  Magregor  Laird  and  R.  A.  B.  Oldfield,  1  found  the 
following  important  observations  : — 

'' '  The  piincipal  predisposing  causes  of  the  awful  mortality,  wTre  in 
my  opinion  the  sudden  change  from  the  open  sea  to  a  narrow  and  wind- 
ing river,  the  want  of  the  sea-breeze,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  deadly 
miasma,  to  which  we  were  nightly  exposed  from  the  surrounding  swamps. 
The  horrid  sickening  stench  of  this  miasma  must  be  experienced  to  be 
conceived  ;  no  description  of  it  can  convey  to  the  mind  the  wretched  sen- 
sation that  is  felt  for  some  time  before  and  after  day-break.  In  those 
accursed  swamps,  one  is  oppressed  not  only  bodily,  but  mentally,  with  an 
indescribable  feeling  of  heaviness,  languor,  nausea  and  disgust,  which  re- 
quires a  considerable  effort  to  shake  off.'  Now  these  observations 
were  made  in  the  very  locality  from  which  some  of  the  first  waters  I  ex- 
amined were  taken,  and  nothing  more  is  wanting  to  identify  the  cause  of 
the  rapid  decay  of  the  ships'  copper  with  that  of  the  mortality  of  the 
climate.  It  has  been  experimentally  found  that  so  small  a  mixture  as  a 
fifteen-iiundredth  part  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  the  atmosjihere  acts  as  a 
direct  poison  upon  small  animals,  and  the  sensations  of  languor  and  nau- 
sea, described  by  IMr.  Laird,  are  exactly  those  which  have  been  experi- 
enced by  persons  who  have  been  exposed  to  the  deleterious  mixture  in 
small  quantities.  The  symptoms  occasioned  by  breathing  the  gas  in  a 
high  state  of  concentration  are  well  known  to  medical  men.  Now,  can 
it  be  deemed  at  all  improbable,  that  an  agent  which  is  capable  of  acting 


260  Generation  of  Sulphuretted  Ilydro^^tn. 

with  this  seventy  as  a  direct  poison,  when  mixed  in  no  very  hi(;h  propor- 
tion vvitlj  tlie  alMjosphere,  should  in  still  less  quantities  greatly  atji^M-avate 
symptoms  of  morhific  action,  which  may  possihiy  liave  their  orii^in  in 
other  causes.  The  close  investigation  which  I  have  given  to  the  suhject 
more  and  more  convinces  me  that  the  worst  cases  of  malaria  are  ijene- 
rally  connected  with  the  presence  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen." 

Hear  what  he  suggests  on  this  subject  in  relation  to  New  York,  Charles- 
ton, &ic.  "  Is  it  not  worthy  of  the  most  exact  inquiry  whether  the  fevers 
which  periodically  afflict  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Charleston,  in 
America,  may  not  be  connected  with  the  mixture  of  animal  and  vegetable 
substances  with  the  sea-water  in  their  lower  districts,  where  they  usually 
originate  ;  and  whether  an  attentive  examination  will  not  prove  that  the 
same  impregnation  of  sulpliuretted  hydrogen,  which  we  have  established 
upon  the  African  coast,  exists  at  the  mouths  of  the  vast  rivers  of  the 
American  Continent.  Indeed  I  have  been  informed  by  an  officer,  high 
in  the  naval  service,  that  during  the  war  instances  of  the  rapid  decay  of 
ships'  copper,  similar  to  that  upon  the  African,  were  noticed  upon  the 
West-Indian  station.  And  here  again  it  may  be  asked,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  copper  upon  ships,  can  science  indicate  a  remedy,  as  well  as  point  to 
the  disease  ?  And  again  I  would  reply  that  by  furnishing  an  easy  method 
of  detecting  the  evil,  she  furnishes  you  with  timely  warning  to  fly  from 
the  infected  region.  No  vessel  should  be  allowed  to  cast  ancl)or  or  linger 
in  sulpliuretted  waters.  But  if  paramount  duty  should  oppose  itself  to 
such  a  course,  we  have  a  certain  remedy  to  propose.  Plentiful  fumiga- 
tions of  chlorine  would  infallibly  prevent  the  deleterious  eflfects  ;  and  the 
antidote  is  at  once  cheap,  and  incapable,  under  proper  management,  of 
producing  any  injurious  effects  to  counterbalance  its  advantages.  The 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  received  these  suggestions  with  indulgence, 
and  have  given  instructions  to  their  cruisers  upon  the  African  coast  to  test 
the  waters  at  regular  intervals.  They  have  also  abundantly  supplied  the 
African  expedition  with  the  means  of  chlorine  fumigation  ;  and  I  have 
the  gratification  of  knowing  that  the  views  1  have  now  had  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  you  have  tended  to  give  confidence  not  only  to  the  gallant 
band  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  one  of  the  most  disinterested  en- 
terprises which  ever  emanated  from  pure  Christian  charity,  but  to  the 
numerous  friends  who  wait  the  result  with  anxiety." 

I  have  now,  my  dear  Sir,  given  you  the  outlines  of  Prof.  Daniell's 
most  valuable  paper,  and  I  firmly  believe  it  must  be  highly  gratifying  to 
your  readers.  Dr.  Pereira  also  mentioned  tome  in  his  letter  that  he  feared 
that  the  Edinburgh  philosophers  had  gone  mad  on  the  idea  that  a  young 
chemist  there  had  succeeded  in  converting  carbon  into  silicon.  (See  some 
account  of  it  in  the  London  Medical  Gazette  for  June,  1841.)  The 
doctor  believes  that  some  error  has  been  committed.  Since  he  wrote  me 
I  have  ascertained  that  tlie  last  London  and  E  linburgh  Philosophical 
Journals  show  that  the  Edinburiih  chemist  was  mistaken. 

Deerjield,  Nov.,  1841.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  respectfully. 

Stephen  W.  Williams. 
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BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 
BOSTON,     NOVEMBER    24,    lb41. 

MEDICAL   rORMULARY.* 

Benjamin  Ellis,  M.D.,  formprly  Professor  of  Materia  Medira  and  Phar- 
macy in  the  Pliiladolphia  College  of  Pharriiary,  was  the  author  of  this 
worlc.  in  its  ori<;inal  form.  This  is  the  sixth  edition.  Since  the  dejilh  of 
Dr.  Ellis,  Dr.  Morton,  the  present  editor,  who  assisted  in  preparin;^  two 
editions  in  the  lifetime  of  the  author,  has  given  it  all  the  completeness 
thai  his  position,  rare  opportunities,  and  learninnf,  so  well  enable  him  to 
give  to  a  work  of  this  kind.  The  preface  expresses  the  object  and  utility 
of  having  prescriptions  ready  made,  better  than  we  can  do  it.  "  The  ele- 
garit  and  judicious  formation  of  prescriptions,  is  one  of  the  difficulties 
which  the  young  practitioner  in  medicine  is  obliged  to  encounter.  While 
a  student,  he  is  compelled,  from  circumstances  under  which  he  is  placed, 
lo  confine  his  attention  to  the  leading  principles  of  the  science.  Conse- 
quently, the  minor  points  (and  the  art  of  dispensincf  medicine  is  one  of 
them)  are  postponed  to  that  period  when  he  shall  have  undertaken  the 
practical  duties  of  his  profession.  To  obviate,  in  some  measure,  the  in- 
convenience which  the  graduate  at  first  experiences,  the  volume  now  of- 
fered to  the  public  was  undertaken  and  executed."  The  prescriptions, 
which  are  very  numerous,  and  suited  to  almost  all  conditions  and  mani- 
festations of  disease,  are  methodically  arranged  under  emetics,  cathartics, 
diuretics,  &c.  &c.,  in  a  perfectly  convenient  form — and  are  likely  to  be 
quite  as  beneficial  to  veteran  practitioners,  as  to  new  beginners.  The 
volume  embraces  a  large  amount  of  matter,  which  we  have  examined  and 
re-examined,  with  much  satisfaction.  We  know  more  of  Dr.  Morion  than 
of  Dr.  Ellis  ;  and  because  the  former  holds  the  labors  of  his  late  lamented 
friend  in  such  high  estimation,  we  know  for  a  certainty,  aside  from  other 
unquestionable  evidence  to  the  same  eflfecl,  that  his  medical  formulary 
must  be  good.     Copies  may  be  found  at  Mr.  Ticknor's,  Washington  st. 


Vermont  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — Dr.  Wm.  H.  Rockwell,  the  excellent 
superintendent  and  medical  officer  of  this  Institution,  made  his  annual 
report  to  the  Legislature  in  October.  The  expenses  of  the  Asylum  for 
stores,  provisions,  salaries,  furniture,  &cc.  &c.,  for  the  year  ending  Sept. 
30,  were  only  SI  1.549  13.  The  income  in  the  same  period,  for  the  board 
of  patients,  was  $11,839  26 — which  shows  how  admirably  the  doctor 
manaijes  the  financial  afliairs  of  the  hospital.  Patients  have  been  thpre 
from  Vermont.  83 ;  Maine,  1  ;  New  Hampshire,  23 ;  Massachusetts,  10; 
New  York,  39;  Georgia,  1  ;  Louisiana,  1  ;  Iowa,  1  ;  Bermuda,  1  —  total, 
165.  During  the  year  just  closed,  84  new  patients  were  admitted.  Re- 
covered, of  all    the   cases    discharged   the  first    year,   58 — 47  per  cent. 


*  The  MedicHl  Formulary  :  b«*inp  a  rollection  of  prescriptions  derived  from  the  writings  and  prac- 
tice of  many  ot  the  moat  eminent  physicians  in  America  and  Europe.  To  which  is  added  an  appendix, 
containlnc  the  usual  dietetic  pre|)HrHlion8,  and  antidotes  for  poisons.  The  whole  accompanied  wiih  a 
few  brief  pharmaceutic  and  medical  observations.  By  Benjamin  Ellis,  .M.D.,4:c.  Arc.  Si.vth  edition, 
revised  and  extended  by  Samuel  George  Mortun,  M.D.  Philadelpbiu  :  Lea  <L  tilauchard,  1342.  8vo. 
pages  262. 
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"  We  have,"  says  the  report,  "  had  no  prevalent  sickness,  but  we  have  not 
been  exempt  from  that  defi^ree  of  mortality  which  necessarily  attends  all 
similar  instiluiions.  We  have  hud  but  four  deaths,  three  of  whom  were 
of  our  incurable  class,  and  one  was  71  years  of  age."  From  the  very 
establishment  of  this  Asylum,  we  have  been  gratified  with  the  prudent, 
vit^ilant  and  scientific  accuracy  with  which  it  has  been  conducted.  It  was 
honorable  to  the  State  to  create  it — and  it  was  a  happy  circumstance  that 
so  suitable  a  person  was  selected  to  control  its  destiny. 


Respirators. — These  very  useful  instruments,  which  have  met  the  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  most  distinguished  medical  men  of  Europe  and 
America,  may  be  had  in  this  city  of  our  friend  Dr.  Bowdilch,  in  Otis 
place.  He  has  them  of  all  prices,  as  may  have  been  seen  staled  in  an 
advertisement  last  week,  which  is  of  consequence  to  the  purchaser,  since 
an  impression  is  abroad  that  the  respirator  is  very  costly.  Those  who 
have  irritable  lungs,  or  who  have  a  cough,  liable  to  be  aggravated  by  ex- 
posure to  the  keen  air  of  our  northern  winters,  would  often  find  advan- 
tage in  availing  themselves  of  this  valuable  mechanical  contrivance. 
Consumptive  persons,  especially,  would  derive  peculiar  benefit  from  them. 
In  fact,  a  person  with  the  best  of  lungs  finds  the  respirator  an  admirable 
aflfair  in  going  from  the  house  to  the  open  air,  at  this  particular  season  of 
chilliniT  winds  and  frosts. 


Medical  Graduates. — A  catalogue  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  School, 
the  lecture  term  of  which  closed  a  short  time  since,  is  published.  The 
whole  number  of  students  was  one  hundred  and  three.  Forty-five  were 
on  their  second  course,  and  fifty-eight  on  the  first.  Twenty-two  were 
graduated  with  the  deizree  of  M  D.  Their  names  are  as  follows  : 
Daniel  H.  Balchelder,  William  W.  Billings,  Philip  Brown,  Jr.,  Henry 
C.  Chapin,  Francis  H.  Chase,  William  Smith  Childs,  William  Ellis 
Coney,  Henry  Carpenter,  Jr.,  James  Green,  Jonas  Cowdrey  Harris,  Duane 
A.  Holden,  Ephraim  Augustus  Hyde,  Jonathan  Mann,  Thomas  E.  Mont- 
gomery, Lulher  Rice  Palmer,  Gilbert  T.  Pearsall,  Joel  Peets,  Franklin  D. 
Pierson,  Selden  Crawford  Preston,  Alfred  Sears,  Frederick  Reed  Stick- 
ney,  Josiah  Trow. 

Suppression  of  Quackery  in  Canada. — That  contemptible  travelling^ 
quack,  Williams,  known  as  the  great  foreign  eye  doctor,  and  one  of  the 
grossest  impostors,  was  bound  over  at  Kingston,  Upper  Canada,  a  short 
time  since,  in  the  sum  of  £50,  in  two  securities  of  £25  each,  to  appear 
at  the  next  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  answer 
to  a  charge  of  practising  physic  and  surgery  without  license.  The 
eye-afflicted  citizens  of  Boston  will  remember  this  man  as  long  as  they 
retain  a  recollection  of  anything — for  they  were  wofully  duped.  Quite 
an  armv  might  be  collected  in  the  difTerent  cities,  on  whose  pockets  the 
ex-oculist  of  the  King  of  the  French  and  the  King  of  Belgium,  wrought 
more  tangible  effects  than  on  their  diseased  optics. 


Homasopathic    Books. — We   have  been   reminded   that    Jahr's  Manual* 
spoken  of  last  week,  is  on  sale  at  Mr.  Otis  Clapp's,  in  School  street,  where 
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as  will  be  sern  by  nn  adverliscmont  in  ibis  week's  Journal,  nearly  iT  not 
(|iiilc  all  iho  piiblifnlion?  of  the  new  school  ofpraclilioncrs  are  to  be  found, 
ir  \hv  (ieaU'i-.s  ill  iliese  worlis  would  furiiislj  us  wiih  copies  of  such  irea- 
lises  as  emanate  from  liiu  hoincDopalhic  corps,  liiey  would  be  invariably 
noticed  in  the  .louriial. 


Opittlialmic  Sm-gcry. — Readers  are  referred  to  some  curious  and  im- 
portant cases,  communicated  by  Dr.  Jeinics,  to  be  found  in  this  week's 
Journal. 


Medical  Miscellany. — At  the  last  advices,  Vicksburg  was  still  srourj^ed 
by  the  yellow  fever.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  disease  was  introduced 
there  by  a  sick  stranjier. — Dr.  C.  C.  ChnfTee  will  commence  a  cf»urse  of 
lectures  on  anatomy  and  surgery,  ai  Nunda,  N.  Y.,  on  the  7ih  of  Decem- 
ber.— Dr.  Hunter,  who  was  dismissed  from  the  Navy,  has  been  again  re- 
stored— the  court  martial  which  dismissed  him  having  been  sharply  re- 
buked for  an  unrighteous  condemnation  of  a  good  officer. — A  very  fatal 
congestive  fever,  marked  by  peculiar  fatality,  has  been  prevalent  in  Mexico 
the  past  summer,  and  has  swept  off  a  vast  many  persons  of  all  ages, 
sexes,  and  conditions  in  life. — Mrs.  Mary  Haskins  lately  died  at  Greenwich, 
Mass.,  at  the  age  of  100  years  and  6  months. — Electro-magnetism  has 
been  successfully  resorted  to  in  one  case,  in  England,  to  set  the  respiratory 
muscles  in  action,  after  the  individual  had  been  poisoned  by  opium.  Al- 
though the  stomach  had  been  carefully  cleansed  by  the  pump,  the  patient 
could  not  have  been  re-animated,  had  it  not  been  for  the  happy  application 
of  this  new  agent,  administered  by  a  very  small  machine. — The  cholera 
is  said  to  have  appeared  in  Bristol,  Eng. — In  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  the 
physicians  have  issued  a  card,  saying  that  the  town  is  healthful,  and, 
moreover,  that  only  eight  cases  of  fever  tertninated  fatally  in  that  place, 
last  season, — Dr.  Chauncy,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  sent  to  the  State 
Prison,  a  while  since,  for  procuring  an  abortion,  has  been  pardoned  by 
Gov.  Porter. — In  1840,  the  deaths  in  Austria  were  659.S40,  beinir  9501 
more  than  the  preceding  year.  The  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  177.200. 
Causes  of  death,  among  others,  were — 861  suicides  ;  53  by  hydrophobia; 
473  by  murder  ;  5369  by  accident ;  and  28  by  public  execution. 

To  Correspondents. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Fisher,  Hinckley  and 
Welch,  were  received  too  late  for  this  No.  of  the  Journal.  Other  favors  are  also 
on  hand. 

Died, — In  Hyde  Co.,  N.  C,  Jonathan  Robeson,  M.D.,  25. — At  Mineral  Springs, 
Florida,  Dr.  Ruglin,  shot  by  an  Indian  at  a  house  where  he  had  called. — At  Rock- 
port,  Mass.,  Dr.  Manning,  dO. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  20,  34.— Males,  16  ;   Females,  18.     Stillborn,  2. 

Of  consMniption,  .5— diarrhoea,  1  — burn,  1 — infantile,  1 — croup, 3— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— dropsy,  1 
— scarlet  fever,  2— inflaiiinialion  on  the  brain,  2— fits,  1 — intemperance,  1 — iiiflaniniation  of  the 
bowels,  1 — bowel  complaint,  J  —  puerperal  [leritonitis,  1  —  canker,  I — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1  — old  age, 
1 — Bpii|)lexy,  1 — dsspepsia,  1 — dvseniery,  1 — disea.se  of  the  heart,  1 — lung  lever,  1 — intlammation  of  the 
lungs,  1 — scrofula,  2— hemorrhage,  1. 

TO   riIY?;iCIANS. 
A  PHYSICIAN  in  one  of  the  most  pleasant  villages  in  the  State,  about  30  miles  from  Boiton,  wishes  to 
dispose  of  and  leave  hit  iituation.    Practice  Irom  $1500  to  #2000  yearly.    For  particulars,  addren  th« 
editor.  Nov.  24 — 3f 


964  Medical  Aduertisements, 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  undertiigiied  have  united  fur  itie  |iiirp(i:je  ot  receiving  :iiuilciitii   in  medicine  and   afTording  them  a 
coinidtite  iiruft-ftsional  education.     The  tbilowing  arc  noine  oC  llie  advaiilajfes  which  are  otftTfd. 

dluileiili  will  he  adiuilted  to  thu  medical  and  surgical  itraclice  nl'  the  MaAsachiiBelttt  General  lloitpi- 
tal,  and  to  the  liittriiiary  tor   Diseases  of  the  Lungs.     At   the  il()S|iiial,    Dr.   liowdiich   will  deliver   a 
cuurse  ut  clinical  lectured;   and  there,  but  mure  particularly   at   the   Infirmary,  the  atudeata  will  be 
practised  in  the  physical  e lamination  of  pulnioiiar>  diseases. 

Occasional  opportunities  will  be  had  lor  private  practice  iu  midwifery,  surgery,  &c.,  in  one  of  the 
largest  dispensaries  of  the  clt> . 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  abundant  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
and  students  may  (eel  ai^sured  nothing  will  be  waiitimr  in  this  de|Mirimeiit. 

A  meeting  of  the  students  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  cases,  and   for   medical  discUHaiou  and  criti- 
cism, will  be  held  weekly,  under  ihe  superintendence  of  one  o(  the  instructers. 

Gentlemen,  previous    to   presenting   themselves   fur   their   degrees,    will  be  specially  and  minutely 
examined  in  the  difTerenl  branches  with  a   view  to  their  creditable  appearance. 
A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  ffdlows. 

On  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by  ....        Dr.  Bowditch. 

Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry,  by         ....  .         .     Dr    Willy. 

Theury  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    -  .....     Db.  Siiattlck. 

Descriptive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  -         -        Da.  P.iaKMAN. 

Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  light,  free  of  expense. 
For  terms,  apply  to  d.  Parkiiuin,  M.D.,  196  Tremont  street. 

H.  1.   BOWDITCH,  G.  C.  SHATTUCK,  JR. 

O.   13— eoptf  II.  G.  WILEY,  S.  PARKMAN. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscriber.  Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  will  receive  pupils  and  give 
personal  insiruction  in  the  various  branche.>>  of  medical  science.  He  will  devote  to  iheni  such  time, 
and  afford  them  such  opportunities  and  facilities  for  study  and  practice,  as  are  essential  for  a  thorough 
and  praciical  medical  education.  The  medical  and  siirtiical  practice  of  the  Hospital  will  be  constantly 
open  to  his  students,  and  clinical  instruction,  on  the  cas»^n  as  ihey  occur,  will  be  given.  Abundant  fa- 
cilities for  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  of  materia  niedica  and  the  dispensing  of  medicines  will  be 
afforded. — For  terms,  and  more  particular  information,  application  can  be  made  at  the  Hospital  or  by 
letter.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

Chelsea,  September,  1841.  Sep.8— eoptf. 

HOMtEOPATHIC  BOOKS  AND  MEDICINE  CHESTS. 
Otis  Clapp,  No.  10  School  street,  Boston,  has  for  sale,  Currle's  Practice  of  Homoeopathy  5  Everest 
on  do.  ;  Broacke  on  do.;  Dunsford's  Practical  Advantages  of  do ;  Dimsford's  do.  Remedies  ;  (inin's 
Pharmacopceia-,  Simpson's  do. ;  Hahnemann's  Oiganon  ;  Jeane's  do.  Practice;  Jahr's  Manual  ;  Her- 
rings's  do.,  or  Domestic  Physician  ;  Rouff's  Repertory  ;  Currie's  Domestic  do. ;  Broacke's  Diseases  of 
the  Alimentary  Canal,  and  Constipation,  with  notes  by  Dr.  Humphrey.  Also  small  works  for  popular 
use  by  Croserio,  Eustaphieve,  Everest,  Green,  Herring,  Des  Guidi,  <fcc.  Medicine  Chests  for  sale  as 
above.  O.  C.  is  agent  for  the  Homceopalhic  Examiner,  by  A.  Gerard  Hall,  published  monthly  in 
New  York.  My  12— 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 
Dr.  Hwnes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the   profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the    Medical  Journal   olHce.     Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  $4— without,  $3,'50.     By  addressing  the 
publisher,   iVo.  184  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accontmodated.  A.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  followins:  airents.- In  New  Hampshire,  Urs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton  ;  A.  Harris,  Colehrook  ;  M.  Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith  ;  E.  Bartlett, 
Haverhill;  D.  Crosby,  Hanover ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst;  J.  Smith,  Dover;  J.  C.  Eastman,  Ham- 
stead;  C.  B.  Hamilton,  Lyme ;  Slickney  &  De\ter,  Lancaster ;  J.  B.  Abbott,  Boscawen  ;  N.  Kendall 
&  Co.,  Nashua.  In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnsbury.  L.  S.  Bartlett,  Lowell,  Mass.  J.  Balch, 
Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 


VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar, /<osfpaj(/,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 


A   GOOD    CHANCE    FOR    A    PHYSICIAN. 

A  PHYSICIAN,  residing  in  a  pleasant  village,  near  the  centre  of  the  State  of  New  York,  not  20  mile.s 
from  the  city  of  Utica,  and  having  a  liberal  share  of  patronage,  will  dispose  of  his  situation  on  liberal 
terms,  consisting  of  a  village  lot,  an  elegant  dwelling  house  and  office,  barn,  carriage,  and  other  out- 
houses, A:c.  <k.c.  All  of  which  will  be  disposed  of  on  easy  terms  to  the  purchaser.  Address  the  editor 
of  this  Journal,  post-paid.  Jy  14 — 4in 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  W^ednesdav,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  niiist  be 
addressed,  post  jiaid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthlv  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volunnes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  S'^,CO  a  vear  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $.5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  fbr  a  newspaper. 
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EXPERIMENTS   ON   THE    DEVELOPMENT   OF   VACCINE    VIRUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  followlni,^  communication  was  addressed  to  mo  in  a  letter  by 
John  C.  Martin,  IM.D.,  in  1835.  Dr.  Martin  resided  at  that  time  in  tlie 
town  of  Attlebomugli,  in  this  State.  The  experiments  which  lie  made, 
as  described  in  his  commimiration, appeared  to  me  to  be  so  interesting 
and  important,  that  I  uivired  the  publication  of  them  at  the  time.  But 
he  declined  then  to  publish  them,  on  account  of  the  excited  state  of  feel- 
ing which  his  devotion  to  science  gave  rise  to,  in  the  village  in  which  he 
resided.  So  great  was  the  excitement  of  public  feeling,  which,  I  am  sorry 
to  state,  was  promoted  in  no  small  degree  by  his  medical  brethren  of  the 
place,  that  Dr.  Martin  lost  his  practice,  and  was  compelled  to  seek  a  new 
location  where  he  might  practise  his  profession,  antl  exert  his  talents  for  the 
benefit  of  medical  science  and  the  alleviation  of  human  suffering.  He 
removed  to  Greenville,  Illinois,  and  J:ias  already  obtained  an  extensive 
business,  and  established  a  reputation,  which  his  talents  and  devotion  to 
medical  science  justly  entitle  him  to.  Having  read  of  the  success  of  the 
experiments  instituted  by  Dr.  Creely,  of  England,  in  re-producing  the 
vaccine  virus  by  inoculating  cows  with  variolous  matter,  he  wTote  me  a 
note  in  January,  1840,  and  requested  me  to  hand  you  his  statement  of  his 
experiments  for  publication  in  your  Journal.  1  regret  that  his  letter  con- 
taining it  had  been  mislaid,  and  that  1  have  not  been  able,  in  consequence, 
to  ronijily  with  his  wish  until  the  present  time. 

Dr.  Martin,  as  well  as  others  of  the  faculty,  had  been  convinced  that 
much  of  the  vaccine  virus  in  use  was  spurious — that  having  passed 
through  so  many  individuals  of  different  constitutions  and  habits  of  body, 
it  must  have  lost  some  of  its  essential  qualities,  and  that  the  numerous  in- 
stances of  the  occurrence  of  smallpox  in  per>ons  who  had  been  vaccinat- 
ed, were  to  be  attributed  to  this  deterioration  of  virus.  It  was  this  con- 
viction that  induced  Dr.  Martin  to  undertake  and  prosecute  the  experi- 
ments which  he  has  detailed  in  his  paper. 

He  adopted  the  theory  of  Jenner,  of  Barron,  of  Sunderland,  and 
others,  "  that  the  vaccine  disease  was  merely  the  effect  of  the  variolous 
poison  upon  the  system  of  the  cow."  And  had  he  been  supported  and 
encouraged  by  his  professional  brethren  to  prosecute  his  experiments,  in- 
stead of  being  opposed  and  embarrassed,  he  would  have  gained  much  of 
the  credit  which  has  since  been  obtained  by  his  distinguished  professional 
brother  in  England,  and  would  have  had  the  honor  of  settling  the  ques- 
17 
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tion  of  the  true  source  ofllie  vaccine  disease.  Tlie  followiii^r  is  ihe  com- 
munication of  Dr.  Martin  reigned  to  above,  and  should  tlie  Journal  con- 
taining it  be  read  by  him,  I  \\o\)ti  he  will  excuse  the  loni^-delayed  jiubh- 
cation  of  his  paper,  for  the  reasons  stated  by  his  friend  and  ccMrt-spondeni, 
Boston,  Nov.  17,  1841.  J.   D.   F. 

Sir, — The  following  experiments  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  you. 
They  were  undertaken  for  the  public  good  and  for  the  benefit  of  science. 
And  although  I  have  sutfered  severely  in  mind  and  in  ptnse,  for  making 
thein,  yet  1  airi  not  sorry  that  the  act  lias  been  committed  ;  and  all  that 
1  regret  is,  that  I  am  not  located  in  a  community,  and  surrounded  by 
medical  Mien,  who  can  duly  appreciate;  my  motives,  and  encouiat^c;  me  in 
prosecuting  a  series  of  experiments  which  1  feel  convinced  might  lead  to 
successful  and  happy  results. 

A  case  of  smallpox,  in  its  worst  form,  having  appeared  in  Atlleborough, 
where  I  reside,  and  having  myself,  like  niany  other  physicians,  fiiled  in 
obtaining  fresh  and  pure  vaccine  virus,  and  having,  moivover,  witnessed 
and  read  of  the  frequent  failures  of  the  vaccine  disease,  as  an  antidote  to  the 
attacks  of  smallpox,  I  became  exceedingly  desirous  of  obtaining  the  virus 
directly  from  the  cow.  It  is  true  that  the  source  of  the  cowpox  virus  is, 
a'nd  always  has  been,  a  matter  of  theory.  Jenner,  in  his  time,  and  many 
physicians  of  later  times,  imagined,  and  supposed  themselves  to  have 
proved,  that  pure  vaccine  matter  was  the  result  of  the  action  of  smallpox 
in  the  cow.  I  have  been  anxious  to  determine  this  point — so  that  should 
the  theory  prove  to  be  true,  physicians  of  this  country  might  have  it  in 
their  power  at  all  times  to  obtain  matter  which  would  prove  to  be  a  more 
perfect  proj)hylactic  against  variolous  poison,  tlian  that  which  they  are 
now  ol)li!j[ed  to  use. 

In  order  to  test  the  theory  fairly,  I  purchased  a  fat,  healthy  cow,  eight 
years  old,  shut  her  in  a  stable,  and  fed  her  scantily  for  a  few  days.  I 
then  obtained  some  variolous  matter  from  the  individual  who  was  sick 
with  the  siwallpox,  and  who  had  been  laboring  under  the  disease  eleven 
days.  With  tliis  matter  I  inoculated  the  cow  on  the  2d  day  of  October, 
183-3,  in  the  K)llowing  manner.  1  made,  with  a  common  lancet,  fourteen 
or  fifteen  punctures  in  one  of  her  teats  between  the  cuticle  and  true  skin, 
taking  care  not  to  draw  blood.  1  then  inserted  into  these;  various  punc- 
tures quills  charged  with  the  variolous  virus.  The  wounds  soon  disap- 
peared, and  presented  no  appearance  of  being  variolated  until  five  days. 
On  the  Jifth  day  the  animal  seemed  to  show  some  indisposition,  and  on 
examining  her  teat  I  discovered  one  small  elevated  spot  at  the  point  of 
insertion  of  one  of  the  quills,  and  an  evident  febrile  heat  in  the  teat, 
when  compared  with  those  not  inoculated.  This  increased  febrile  heat 
coi^tinued  for  about  forty-eight  hours,  and  then  subsided.  During  this 
tinje  the  animal  lost  her  appetite,  became  thirsty,  her  milk  ceased  to  be 
secreted,  and  li^r  teat  be^ian  to  swell. 

On  the  eighth  and  ninth  days  a  regular  pustule  was  formed  at  the 
point  inoculated,  the  margin  of  which  contained  some  thin,  light  straw- 
colored  fluid.  On  the  tenth  day  the  pustule  had  increased  in  size  and 
become  more  prominent,  and  was  distended  with  matter.  At  this  period 
it  was  not   regularly  round,  but  presented   an  i/neven  surface.     On   the 


EtiKvimcnts  on  the  Dcvelojjmtnt  of  Vaccine  Virus.  267 

eleventh  dnij,  an  cvidcMit  clianire  had  taken  place  in  the  appearance  of 
the  pii^lule,  ii  ha  villi;-  hcmiii  .suddenly  to  dry  up.  On  the  thirteenth  day 
tile  vims  had  hccoiuf  solid,  so  iliat  tlu;  piislulc  was  converted  into  a  crust, 
or  scah,  of  a  daik-hrow  n  color. 

Besides  iiUioduein^  the  smallpox  virus  into  the  udder,  T  inserted  some 
also  into  a  puncture  which  I  made  on  the  iiip  of  the  animal.  This  re- 
sulted in  a  sore  and  in  the  falliiif;  off  of  the  hair.  This  inoculation  pro- 
duced no  pustuh;  or  eruption,  save  at  the  point  of  insertion,  so  far  as  I 
could  discover. 

I  now  determined  to  insert  some  of  this  new  jrenerated  matter  into  the 
human  system,  and  ohserve  its  effects.  Accordingly,  I  selected  a  healthy 
b(^y,  ai^ed  10  years,  for  the  suhject  of  my  first  exj)eriment  ;  and  on  the 
eveninii;  of  the  l'2lli  day  of  Ocloher  (ihe  day  I  took  some  virus  from  the 
cow,  beini;  the  lOlli  day  of  the  existence  of  the  pustuh.'),  1  inserted  some 
of  this  virus  into  the  boy's  arm  in  the  same  manner  as  in  practising  com- 
mon vaccination.  The  symptoms  resultinf^  from  the  operation  were  the 
follo\\iii<;.  The  virus  lay  dormant  four  days.  On  [he  fifth  day  a  slight 
indammation  or  red  spot  arose  around  the  point  of  insertion.  From  this 
period  the  vesicle  lan  its  course,  like  tlu?  common  vaccine  vesicle,  was 
characterized  by  a  well-formed  and  regular  areola,  and  in  due  time  was 
transformed  into  a  perfectly  round,  mahogany-colored  scah.  The  boy 
exhihitefl  but  little  indisposition  during  the  course  of  the  disease,  except 
headache,  and  he  continued  to  play  with  his  fellows  about  the  street,  and 
1  saw  no  symptoms  in  his  case  which  do  not  attend  the  vaccine  disease 
in  its  various  stages.  It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that  two  or  three 
small  pimples  appeared  on  the  boy's  face  and  arm.  Tliese  did  not  fill, 
but  soon  dried  and  disappeared. 

VV' hlle  observing  the  rise  and  progress  of  this  disease,  I  had  no  doubt 
that  the  eruption  was  like,  and  that  it  was,  the  true  and  perfect  vaccine 
vesicle.  In  order  that  1  might  not  be  deceived,  however,  1  took  the  boy 
to  Providence,  and  exhibited  his  arm  to  two  physicians  of  that  place,  Drs. 
Brownell  and  Toby,  both  of  whom  pronounced  the  eruption  to  be  the 
perfect  vaccine,  and  gave  me  their  opinion  in  \\'riting  to  this  effect.  Hav- 
ing satisfied  myself  of  the  nature  of  the  eruption  jiroduced  in  the  boy's 
arm,  1  took  matter  from  it  on  the  seventh  day,  and  inserted  some  of  it 
into  the  arm  of  my  own  child,  which  was  five  months  old.  On  ihe  fourth 
day  a  red  spot  appeared  around  the  point  of  insertion,  a  vesicle  was  formed 
and  observed  the  same  course,  and  presented  the  same  appearances,  as  did 
that  on  the  boy's  arm,  from  which  the  virus  was  taken.  The  areola, 
perhaps,  was  not  quite  so  regular  as  in  the  case  of  the  boy — and  the  fe- 
brile excitement  was  n;reater  in  the  child,  which  I  attributed  to  its  natural 
irritability  of  temperament.  There  were  in  this  case  a  number  of  secondary 
eruptions  on  the  surface,  resulting  from  the  vaccination. 

The  third  subject  vaccinated  was  also  an  infimt.  This  child  I  vacci- 
nated with  matter  from  my  child's  arm  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  disease. 
This  child's  symptoms  were  similar  to  those  presented  by  my  own  child  ; 
they  were,  perhaps;,  rather  more  severe.  The  areola  was  not  so  p(.M-fect, 
and  there  appeared  on  it  a  greater  number  of  secondary  vesicles  which 
became  filled  with  fluid.     The  fourth  individual    vaccinated,  was  a  boy 
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four  years  old.  The  virus  wliii  whu'li  I  vacciuated  him  was  taken  from 
the  arm  of  the  child  whose  case  i  hist  described.  The  symptoms  at- 
tending this  case  were  similar  to  iliose  presented  in  the  preceding  one — 
except  that  they  were  more  severe.  The  areola,  however,  was  not  so 
regular,  and  the  vesicle  was  rather  niore  imperfect,  and  a  greater  number 
of  secondary  eruptions  presented  themselves  on  the  body — some  of  which 
filled  and  formed  crusts. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  further  in  describing  cases.  The  whole  number 
of  persons  1  vaccinated  was  twenty-three,  and  the  cases  above  described 
will  give  you  a  notion  of  the  character  and  progress  of  the  others.  I 
will  remark,  however,  that  1  think  the  last  individual  vaccinated  had  the 
disease  more  severely,  as  the  matter  used  in  producing  it  was  more  re- 
motely related  to  the  cow. 

Such  have  been  the  results  of  my  experiments,  and  I  should  feel  highly 
gratified  and  honorerl  with  your  opinion  respecting  them. 

Very  truly  your  friend,  J.   C.   IMartin. 


PES    EaL'INUS   VAllUS  CONGENITL^S   OF  TIIE   RIGHT   FOOT. 

[Coiiununicatfil  for  tlie  Boston  Medical  uiul  Surgical  .louiiial.] 

July  22d,  1841,  ^Ir.  ,  aged  55,  of  Boston,  placed  himself  under 

my  care  with  a  deformed  foot,  which  has  afflicted  him  from  birth.  When 
he  stands  the  heel  is  elevated  six  inches  from  the  Hoor.  The  great  toe  is 
turned  up,  so  as  to  render  it  imj)0ssible  for  him  to  wear  any  klnfl  of  shoe. 
(See  fig.  2.)  The  ham-strings  are  shortened,  so  as  to  keep  the  knee  per- 
maneiilly  bent.  By  inquiring  into  the  history  of  this  case,  I  find  that 
some  of  his  relations  are  atFected  in  a  manner  not  very  dissimilar.  There 
seems  to  be  a  hereditary  predisposition,  in  this  family,  to  a  contraction  of 
the  muscles,  particularly  of  the  hands,  feet  and  back.  1  have  now  a 
niece  of  this  gentleman  under  my  care,  who  has  been  troubled  with  con- 
traction of  the  small  toes,  so  as  to  produce  much  inconveiiien(;e  and  pain 
in  walking.  1  have  divided  the  fiexor  tendons  of  some  of  them,  which 
enables  her  to  walk  with  ease.  She  also  has  a  lateral  curvature  of  the 
spine,  Tirising  fiom  the  unnatural  contraction  of  some  of  the  associated 
muscles  of  the  back.  She  has  been  at  the  Infirmary,  pursuing  orthopedic 
exercises,  about  six  months,  and  is  very  much  improved  ;  the  deviation  is 
now  very  slight.  Six  months  more  will  entirely  correct  the  deformity, 
and  restore  her  to  perfect  symmetry.  This  case  is  mentioned,  as  one  of 
many  others,  where  particular  deformities  run  in  particular  families.  I 
have  now  under  treatment  a  boy,  who  has  two  club-feet  of  the  worst 
kind.  His  father  has  two  of  the  Scuue  kind.  His  uncle,  who  is  now 
dead,  had  two,  his  grandfather  one — seven  in  one  family.  1  have  also  a 
lad  under  treatment,  in  whom  the  ham-strings  of  the  left  leg  are  shortened, 
the  knee  permanently  bent  to  a  certain  extent,  and  the  left  foot  so  much 
distorted  as  hardly  to  be  recognized  as  a  human  foot.  It  may  be  techni- 
cally called  pesequinus  varus.  M.  J.  Guerin,  of  Paris,  would  denominate 
it  I'equin  varus — a  combination  of  two  distinct  species  of  club-foot,  united 
under  one  generic  term.     But  even  this  complex  technicality  does  not  give 
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an  idea  oflhc  extent  of  the  (Icroriiiily  in  this  case.  The  foot  may  he  eon- 
sidered  as  an  exaniijeriilcd  and  xaiied  condition  of  two  s|)(?cies  of  cluh-foot, 
viz.,  pes  ('(juinus  and  pes  varus,  e()iid)iiied.  This  lad  has  a  sister  with  one 
foot  soniew  hai  siniiiaily  afleeled,  and  a  eonsin  with  l)()th  fed.  Hnt  enongli 
ol  lamily  ichosN  nerasies.      I  will  proceed  with  th(.'   icporl  of  my  case. 

The  t];enlleni;ni  ofwlioni  I  was  speakini;  cannot  he  said  lo  have  walked 
for  the  last  ten  y(^ais.  lie  has  only  heen  ahle  to  hohhle  across  the  room, 
and  into  the  adjoining  honse,  hy  the  aid  of  a  crutch  and  cane,  resiin^^r  his 
weight  partial!}'  on  th(;  oulside  of  the  metatarsal  hone  and  joint  of  the 
little  toe.  The  foot  is  shorier  than  ils  lellow^and  the  entire  limh  is  shorler 
and  very  ronsideral)ly  smaller  than  the  healthy  one. 

This  day,  July  2:2d,  I  divided  the  tendo-Achiilis,  and  the  extensor  ten- 
don of  the  great  toe,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  J.  VV.  Gorham.  The;  di- 
vided ends  of  the  lendo-Achillis  separ.iled  two  and  a  half  inches  at  once. 
My  nsnal  appnratus  was  immediately  applied — the  fooL-hoard  having  heen 
first  perforated,  so  as  to  admit  a  strap  for  the  purpose  of  I'educing,  and 
confining  the  gn^at  toe  in  a  n;iHnal  position. 

Sept.  1st. — The  heel  is  peifectly  down,  and  he  treads  fairly  on  the  sole 
of  his  foot.  The  toe  was  imnK^liately  hionght  straigiil,  and  has  con- 
tinued so.     It  was  necessaiy  lo  confine  it  hut  a  few  days.      (See  fig.  1.) 

Fir;.    I.  Fin.  2. 


Oct.  4lh. — Put  on  a  boot  wiili  a  sieel  suppoilcju  one  side,  anu  directed 
him  to  walk  as  much  as  he  could. 

The  knee  still  inclines  to  hend  forward,  hut  he  can  hrini:  it  straight  by 
volition.  He  walks  rather  imperfectly  at  present,  hut  this  is  not  to  he 
wondered  at,  as  his  leg  has  been  out  of  employ  for  many  years.  It 
will  acquire  strength  by  use,  and  there  is  no  doubt  hut  he  will  walk  well 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months.  He  has  no  reluctance  in  representing  his 
own  case  as  it  wm^,  and  as  it  now  in  ;  and  bis  name  may  be  known  by 
inquiring  of  me,  65  l^elknaj)  street.  J.   B.   HiiOWN. 
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IRREGULAR    PRACTITIONERS,   «Stt  — MAS.^.   MLDICAL  SOCIETY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SrR, — If  1  understand  correctly  the  re«;ulalions  of  the  Massachusetts 
Mt'dical  Society,  they  require  all  practitioners  of  medicine  and  sur^jjfMy 
who  have  rect.ived  their  license  or  diploma  in  any  place  out  of  the  Slate, 
and  who  come  into  Massachusetts  to  practise  medicine,  to  make  applica- 
tion lor  license  to  the  Censors  of  the  Society,  or  connect  themselves 
with  it. 

If  they  do  not  conform  to  these  requirements  they  are  irre<^ular  practi- 
tioners, and  in  point  of  lact  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  community 
as  empirics.  Consecjuenily  it  is  not  lawful  for  us  who  are  Fellows  of  the 
Society,  to  consult  with  them,  nor  can  they  collect  their  charges  for  at- 
tendance any  more  than  quacks. 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  there  are  some  (gentlemen  eni^aged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  this  State,  who  come  within  the  list  pro- 
scribed in  the  by-laws  of  the  Society.  Havint;  received  their  license  or 
diploma  in  other  States,  they  are  not  \eg\\\  practitioners  in  this.  It  is  not 
unlVequently  the  case  that  the  Fellows  of  the  IM.  IM.  Society  are  called 
upon  to  consult  with  these  men  ;  and  what  shall  be  the  course  of  proce- 
dure ?  Shall  we  refuse,  or  ^ive  consent?  The  first  is,  most  certainly,  the 
most  proper  way,  but  in  soitie  instances  this  will  be  unpleasant.  Some 
of  these  i^entlemen,  for  au^ht  we  know,  are  respectable  in  character  and 
attainments  ;  perhaps  among  them  may  now  and  then  be  found  a  par- 
ticular friend.  Under  circumstances  of  this  nature,  our  feelings  must  be 
severely  tiied. 

But  suppose  we  consent  to  a  consultation.  This  would  not  only  vio- 
late the  laws  of  the  Society,  but  give  these  persons  an  advantage  over 
us:  for  as  they  are  not  responsible  to  any  man  or  body  of  men,  they  may 
recommend  and  use  quack  medicines,  consult  with,  aid  and  abet  quacks 
(instances  of  which  1  have  known),  in  shoit.  make  use  of  the  most  un- 
gentlemanly  and  dishonorable  means  to  secure  business,  and  do  anything 
which  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  fangs  of  the  law,  passing 
along  unscathed  as  the  veriest  quack  in  the  universe. 

It  appears,  therefore,  there  are  but  two  courses  for  us  to  pursu^  in  re- 
spect to  these  persons — first,  to  invite  them,  as  we  frequently  have  done,  to 
connect  themselves  with  the  M.  M.  Society,  as  Fellows  or  Licentiates, 
and  become  amenable  lo  its  laws.  If  they  decline,  then  let  the  community- 
know  we  cannot  consult  with  them,  giving  the  why  and  wherefore  in  plain 
English,  and  add  also  the  very  important  fact  that  they  (the  commimity) 
are  under  no  legal  obligation  to  pay  them  for  their  services.  Let  this  be 
done,  and  we  shall  have  no  more  trouble  with  irregular  practitioners. 

November,  1841.  ^  Justitia. 


IMPROVED   TRUSS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  excuse  the  liberty   I  have  taken  in  addressing  to 
jou  this  communication.     The  desire  1  have  that  those  who  may  be  suf- 
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fcrini];,  as  \  formrrh/  liavo  siilllTcd,  frotn  licrni:!,  may  be  benefited  by  my 
cxp'Micnce,  will  in  sonic  iiKMsurc  palliate  iIm^  fault. 

In  (lie  year  I  >-!;J  I .  u  liilc  ahroad,  in  llionj^litlessly  climliino;  a  sleep  acclivi- 
ty, 1  had  llie  misforlune,  in  slrainin<i;  lo<;ain  its  eniinence,  to  produce  a  mp- 
luie.  AhlioU:;li  I  was  sensibh;  I  bad  received  an  injury,  from  a  quick 
pain  and  sudden  prostration  of  stren<;lli  at  the  time,  1  could  not  compre- 
hend tlie  extent.  When  1  returned  to  New  York,  about  four  months  af- 
ter. I  was  sensililv  atfected,  for  some  time,  in  the  lower  abdominal  rcdons 
on  the  ri^ht  side,  just  above  the  scrotum,  but  tliou;rht,  as  1  formerly  had  a 
swelling;  there  arisin<;  from  another  cause,  this  mi;,dit  be  a  recurrence  of 
the  same.  F''indin<^,  however,  that  the  protuberance  was  not  painful  to 
the  touch,  and  that  it  could  be  jiressed  back  inio  its  proper  position,  and 
when  li(d(l  there  I  was  much  eased,  I  concluded  it  must  be  a  case  of  Acr- 
nin,  and  applied  to  a  celebrated  truss-maker  to  affix  an  apparatus  proper  for 
the  case.  The  one  I  procured  had  a  moveai)le  pad  to  cover  the  rupture, 
and  an  immoveable  one  to  rest  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  sacrum.  (See 
fig.  I.)  1  wore  this  with  great  difficulty  for  some  time,  as  the  inconve- 
nience w-as  such  1  could  not  endure  it,  and  procured  another  upon  the 
same  principle,  wearing  jt  with  the  same  success.  I  then  applied  to 
another  truss-maker,  wlio  gave  me  one  with  a  moveable  pad,  and  the 
elastic  band  passing  round  to  meet  almost  the  cushion  when  adjusted. 
(See  fig.  2.)  This  was  mufdi  better,  yet  still  I  felt  much  galled  by  the 
machine,  and  in  endeavoring  to  bend  the  apparatus  to  suit  my  vie^\s  of 
its  afijustment,  I  broke  a  considerable  portion  of  the  end  of  the  spring  off. 
(See  fig.  3.)  1  tried  it  on  in  the  mutilated  state,  as  1  thought  it  was,  and 
found  it  fitted  well,  but  could  not  retain  itself  in  its  position  ;  and  the 
idea  suggested  itself  to  me  at  once  how  1  could  oveicome  all  difficulties, 
and  make  the  machine  perform  the  cure,  and  at  the  same  tiirie  be  no  in- 
convenience to  me,  but  rather  produce  an  easy  sensation  fioni  its  adapta- 
tion to  the  motion  of  the  parts  it  covered,  and  a  complete  strengthener 
of  the  lower  abdominal  muscles.  The  truss  I  had  piocured  was  merely 
covered  with  soft  kid  leather,  affiixed  to  it  by  some  "glutinous  substance. 
This  I  found  became  hardened  from  moisture  in  |)erspiration  of  the  parts; 
and  l(^  remedy  this  defect,  1  neatly  covered  the  whole  machine,  pad  and 
all,  with  Canton  fl.innel  (cotton),  with  the  woolly  side  out  to  meet  the  skin, 
padding  that  part  of  the  spring  which  came  in  contact  with  the  flesh  with 
soft  cotton  wool,  partially,  but  fully  towards  its  terminus  opposite  the 
hernia  pad  (for  about  nine  inches).  To  the  ends  of  the  machine  (see 
fig.  4)  1  affixed  two  silver  riivis,  about  the  size  of  finger  rings,  made  of 
round  silver  wire  soldered  together.  These  I  sewed  on  tightly,  and  so  as  to 
lay  flat  upon  the  skin,  when  adjusted,  and  rove  through  them  a  piece  of  linen 
tape  one  inch  wide,  and  about  one  yard  long,  first  properly  fixing  the  ma- 
chine upon  my  body,  the  cu'^hion  or  pad  covering  the  rupture,  and  the 
other  ernl  resiini{  opposite  to  it  upon  the  upper  edges  of  the  gluteus  muscles 
of  the  ri^ht  tlii^li,  so  as  not  to  be  affi'cted  by  their  motions,  and  imme- 
diately under  the  centre  of  the  crest  of  the  iliac  bone.  1  then  lied  the 
tape  in  a  single  knot  (the  ends  in  a  bow  knot  afterwards,  to  prevent  their 
length  incommoding  me  in  wearing  it)  in  the  middle  of  the  space  be- 
tween the  two  rings,  letting  the  tape  or  ligature  in   the  centre,  where  the 
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knot  is,  rest  m  a  measure  upon  iIjh  anterior  portion  of  tlie  crest  of  the 
iliac  bone  to  sustain  ii  in  its  position,  tying  it  loose  or  close  to  suit  uiy 
own  convenience. 

I  have  thus  worn  this  machine  for  say  ten  years,  and  1  must  say  1  never 
have  felt  any  inconvenience  arisinj^  from  it,  but  rather  a  pleasure,  and 
that  all  ihe  purposes  for  which  a  truss  is  required  have  been  fully  per- 
formed by  it,  as  I  have  been  well  of  the  complaint  for  some  six  years  or 
more,  ahhoui^h  the  habit  of  wearinj^  the  instrument  has  become  so  much 
a  second  nature  with  me  that  1  realize  a  pleasure  in  retaining  it,  and  a 
great  strengthener  in  walkinn;  and  ridini^.  1  am  in  no  wise  affected  by 
severe  coughing,  or  by  blowing  the  flute  for  hours  together.  If  you 
think  it  can  be  of  any  use  in  your  practice  or  in  that  of  any  of  your  pro- 
fessional brethren,  it  will  be  a  pleasure  for  me  to  think  that  any  alleviation 
has  been  made  in  the  adaptation  of  an  instrument  so  much  needed  and 
in  such  general  use  as  the  hernial  truss. 

Since  writing  the  above,  1  have  seen  the  pattern  of  a  machine  some- 
what similar  to  the  one  1  use  myself;  but  I  must  confess  I  do  not  think 
it  possesses  its  advantages.  (See  fiir.  5.)  1  refer  you  to  the  diagrams, 
with  notes,  accompanying  this,  for  explanation. 

Fig.  1.  Fig.  2.  Fig.  3. 


Fig.  4. 


Fig.  5. 


Fig.  1.  Ts  too  painful,  on  account  of  the  pressure  upon  the  sacrum  at 
a  t^iven  point  by  the  immoveable  pad. 

Fig.  2.  Is  an  improvement,  but  has  the  stiffness  of  No.  5,  without 
the  power  of  fully  retaining  its  position  with  ease  to  the  patient,  and  l)eing 
withal  unyielding  to  the  natural  motions  of  the  parts  to  which  it  is 
adapted. 

Fig.  3.  Is  an  improvement  upon  No.  2,  but  is  still  inconvenient,  and 
does  not  possess  the  advantages  and  ease  of  adaptation  to  the  motion  of 
the  parts  of  the  one  1  have  recommended. 
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Fii]^.  4.  Is  the  patlcm  of  \hc.  one  I  wear  niysclf,  and  ils  advantages 
aiv — h'irst,  the  pad  \m\\<x  niovcalth*,  is  by  nx'ans  of  the  adjiislnu'nt  of 
tlu'  appaialiw  kept  fixed  imincdiali'K'  upon  the  ovW'u-c  of  llic  iiiplure,  and 
('nal)lt*d  to  adapt  ilscllto  llio  motions  ol  ilic  lower  abdominal  miisrlcs,  &,c., 
beuiL,^  never  displaced  by  iniy  violent  ex(;reise  iliat  I  have  l<nown,  but  al- 
ways retaininj4  ils  posilion  as  first  placed  until  removed.  I  am  in  the 
babil  of  lakin<^  olT  the  truss  when  I  retire  for  the  ni«iht,  and  replace  it 
w  hen  I  rise  in  the  morninL:;,  lo  give  the  c()mf)i('sse(l  parts  ease  during  rest. 
Secondly,  the  truss  is  kept  in  ils  place,  and  not  allowed  to  chafe  the 
parts  it  covers,  by  the  lii:aiure  rove  through  the  rings,  and  fastened  in  a 
knot.  The  covering  of  the  machine  and  pad  can  be  of  flesfi-colored 
silk  velvet  or  plush,  and  the  ligature  of  the  same  colored  silk  braid,  to 
suit  the  patient,  &.c.  Thirdly,  the  rings  aflixed  to  the  upper  edi^esof  each 
of  the  termini  of  the  springs,  allow  the  ligature;  to  |)lay  and  slide  through 
them  easily,  and  by  this  means  permit  tlie  whole  machine  to  adapt  it- 
self easily  anil  compactly,  without  friction,  to  all  the  movements  required 
by  the  parts — acting  upon  the  same  principle  with  the  ligature  as  ropeS 
and  blocks  do  to  the  tiller  of  a  vessel,  easing  all  ils  motions,  and  keeping 
the  rudder  (the  pad  covering  the  rupture  answering  lo  it  here)  steady  and 
secure,  and  at  the  same  lime  supporting  the  whole  labric. 

New  York,  October  23,  1841.  Yours,  will)  respect, 

Isaac  1.  Greenwood,  71  Warren  st. 


STRICTURE   OF   THE   SMALL    INTESTINES— ANOMALOUS  CONDITION 

OF  THE   KIDNEY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  you  may  think  the  following  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  a 
place  in   your  valuable  Journal,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 

Mrs.  Sophia    H ,  aged  28,   mother  of  one  child,  which  was  six 

years  old  at  the  time  of  her  attack,  was  taken  in  the  spring  of  1838 
with  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  on  pressure,  with  red  and  smooth  totiiiue, 
febrile  exacerbations  though  somewhat  slight  at  first,  but  increasing  pro- 
gressively for  three  or  four  weeks,  appearini:  to  be  but  little  benefiled  by 
remedial  means.  The  case  was  then  sui)posed  to  be  inflammation  in 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  primae  via?,  wdiich  no  doubt  was  a  correct 
diagnosis.  The  f)ulse  were  in  general  not  above  80,  but  rather  small 
and  conliacted  ;  a  rosy  flush  was  daily  apparent  on  the  cheek,  with  pal- 
lor of  the  other  ))arts  of  the  face.  Within  four  or  six  weeks  from  the 
first  symptoms. she  was  confined  lo  her  bed,  which  confinement  continued 
for  about  four  months.  During  this  whole  time,  and  while  indisposed  pre- 
vious to  confinement,  the  most  intense  interest  was  excited  in  her  case, 
and  the  counsel  of  seveial  of  ihe  most  skilful  physicians  in  the  vicinity 
was  solicited  and  obtained  ;  but  all  prescriptions  appeared  to  be  alike  fu- 
tile. Dining  this  long  period,  her  appetite  was  (juile  good,  but  the 
mildest  ingesta,  even  in  a  liijuid  Ibrm,  was  quite  apt  to  produce  severe 
distress  at  the  stomach,  and  induce  a  febrile  paroxysm.  A  laxative  of 
the  mildest  kind  almost  invariably  produced  febrile  irritation  ;  but  olive 
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oil,  combined  with  Venice  soap,  r:)olasses  and  water,  proved  the  least 
inilaling  ol  any  that  we  could  devise.  I^cal  l)leedin<4  and  counter-irrila- 
lion  gave  little  or  no  relief.  Acetate  of  n)()r[)l)ine  alone,  and  condiined 
Willi  ipecaii.,  lart.  potash,  and  other  relViiJerant  inedicint's  taken  in  mucilage, 
would  produce  almost  no  al)att'inent  of  the  sympiom«i,  or  any  of  their  le- 
gitimate ert'ects  upon  the  constitution.  Acetate  of  lead,  condiined  with 
opium,  was  no  more  successful.  A  moderate  salivation  with  blue  pill 
produced  no  abatement  of  the  symptoms.  At  length,  by  the  advice  of 
my  esteemed  friend,  Prof.  Crosby,  of  Dartmouth  College,  I  administered, 
three  times  a  day,  a  draught  of  a  mixlme  of  the  solutions  of  sulph.  of 
iron,  and  sup.  carh.  of  potash,  sweetened  and  mixed  at  the  time  of  ad- 
ministering it,  producing  thereby  pure  carbonate  of  iron.  Under  this 
treatment  the  febrile  symptoms  gradually  abated,  and  from  a  state  of  ex- 
treme emaciation  her  flesh  gradually  improved,  and  light  food  would  set 
easier  on  her  slom;udi.  She  soon  becan>e  able  to  walk  in  her  room,  and 
within  a  few  months  had  nearly  recovered  her  oidinary  weiiiht,  could  ride 
ii  a  carriage,  and  walk  about  the  village;  but  still  her  health  was  quite 
imperfect,  and  a  little  over-exeicise  would  produce  pain  in  the  right  lum- 
bar region  and  rii^ht  hypochondrium.  Her  appetite  continued  gooci,  and 
she  ate  almost  all  kinds  of  ordinary  food  with  impunity.  But  occasionally, 
within  a  few  hours  after  indulging  in  some  article  not  easily  digested,  or 
thoroughly  masticated,  she  would  be  taken  with  such  violent  fits  of  colic 
that  her  life  would  he  almost  despaired  of  before  the  bowels  could  be 
moved  by  laxatives  and  enemata  ;  instant  relief  would  be  procured  by 
catharsis.  From  the  prostration  and  debility  consequent  to  these  acci- 
dents, she  would  be  slow  to  recover. 

1  come  now  to  another  circutn-iance  in  this  case,  which  to  me  appears 
altogether  the  most  interesting  in  a  pathological  point  of  view.  Soon  af- 
ter her  confinement  to  her  bed,  as  above  stated,  she  called  my  attention 
to  a  tumor  which  she  discovered  projecting  from  under  the  ribs,  about 
mid-way  between  the  linea  alba  and  the  angle  of  the  ribs  on  the  right 
side.  It  appeared  dense  to  the  feel,  and  about  two  or  two  and  a  half 
inches  in  diameter,  convex  where  it  approached  the  parietes,  and  could  on 
slight  pressure  be  removed  into  the  concavity  of  the  diaphragm  beyond 
the  reach  of  touch.  It  could  be  felt  only  when  she  was  lying  on  her 
left  side  ;  then  it  would  sometimes  b«i  found  as  low  as  the  right  iliac  region, 
and  sometimes  partially  imder  the  umbilicus.  It  was  tender  on  firm  pres- 
sure, and  its  locality  could  be  easily  changed  by  changing  the  position  of 
the  patient,  or  by  gentle  pressure.  All  the  physicians  whom  I  had  in 
consultation  supposed  it  a  morbid  enlargement  of  some  originally  small 
gland,  or  adventitious  prorloction,  attached  to,  they  knew  not  what  ori;an 
or  tissue  ;  and  what  connection  this  tumor  had,  by  mechanical  pressm^e 
or  otherwise,  with  the  irritation  and  inflammation  of  the  digestive  lube, 
none  could  be  perfectly  satisfied.  But  after  she  had  so  far  recovered  as 
to  be  able  to  ride  and  walk  the  streets,  the  tumor  and  its  latitude  of  inove- 
ment  had  undergone  no  perceptible  change.  She  continued  in  this  im- 
perfect state  of  health,  with  occasional  fits  of  colic  on  every  little  indis- 
cretion in  diet,  until  the  fore  part  of  August,  1841,  when,  on  slight  ex- 
posure to  wet  and  cold,  being  caught  in  a  shower,  she  was  suddenly  at- 
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lacked  with  innaininalion  in  tli<^  imicous  lucinbraiK!  of  tlic  sfoiiiacl),  with 
nausea  and  V()n^i^nli,^  and  now  with  total  loss  of  appt.'tite.  INOlhin*^  conld 
h(3  ri'taincd  on  the  stomach  \s  ilhont  distress  and  nausea.  Counsellors 
were  aL;ain  eaUed,  hut  to  no  eO'ccl.  She  lini^ercd  for  '^even  weeks  from 
the  time  of  the  last  attack,  almost  without  any  nourishment  except  by 
eneniata,  and  died. 

(Her  own  sister  died  of  inflammation  in  the  mucous  memhrane  of  llie 
stomach,  at  the  atie  of  2'2.  Her  own  aunt  has  for  seveial  v<'ais  been 
confined  with  irritation  and  inflammation  of  the  mucous  j)assaj[fes.) 

Autopsy. — Twenty  hours  after  death  a  j)ost-m()ilem  oxaminalion  was 
made,  i)is.  I.  IMcJNiece  and  C.  S.  Downes  present.  On  opening  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  instead  of  an  adventitious  «.^rowih  constituting^  a 
tumor,  the  riL,dit  kidney  was,  as  it  were,  found  loose  in  the  abdominal 
cavity.  The  tissues  which  confined  it  to  its  proper  locality  originally, 
had,  by  some  unknown  cause,  become  so  lax  or  elongated,  that  the  kid- 
ney could  easily  be  carried  across  the  spine  to  the  left  without  putting 
any  tissues  on  the  stretch.  The  left  kidney  was  normal  in  its  attach- 
ments. Both  kidneys  appeared  of  their  natural  size,  and  their  external 
and  internal  appearance  was  healthy,  and  the  urinary  functions  had  all 
ever  been  perlormed  w  itli  inle<i;rity.  On  opening  the  stomach,  the  mu- 
cous membrane  exhibited  indubitable  marks  of  inflammation,  and  in 
some  portions  it  appeared  to  have  been  removed,  and  the  coats  of  the 
orii;an  so  extremely  attenuated  as  to  become  quite  transparent,  while  other 
])ort!ons  were  thickened,  and  the  mucous  membrane  injected  and  soft- 
ened. On  opening  the  jejunum  and  ilium,  no  traces  of  recent  inflamma- 
tion could  be  discovered,  but  the  effects  of  the  inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  intestines  during  her  first  confinement  w  ere  very 
palpable.  There  were  no  less  than  seven  strictures  between  the  duo- 
denum and  colon,  dispersed  throuiih  the  whole  length  of  the  small  in- 
testines. Some  of  these  were  so  narrow  that  they  would  admit  nothing 
larger  than  a  small  |)ipe-stem,  and  the  strictures,  before  the  intestines 
were  opened,  appeared  like  points  around  which  tape  had  been  fastened, 
contracting  the  points  of  strictured  intestine  to  a  small  diameter.  The 
strictures,  when  opened,  cut  with  a  cartilaginous  hardness,  and  the  tex- 
ture had  a  brown  dusky  a|)pearance.  There  were  no  strictures  in  the 
colon  or  rectum,  and  all  the  other  organs,  except  such  described  as  dis- 
eased, appeared  normal.  The  strictures  as  satisfactorily  accounted  for 
the  colic,  as  the  kidney  for  the  tumor.  Israel   Hinckley. 

Corinth,  Vt.,  Nov.  \lth,  1841. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOUUNAL. 


BOSTON,     DECEMBER     1,    ]b41. 


MORAL    MANAGEMENT   IN   PRISONS. 

In  the   benevolent  provision   for  the   every-day  comfort  of  the  insane  in 
Massachusetts,  there    is    evidence  of  the    benign  influences    of    Chris- 
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tlanity,  and  the  advanced  state  of  civilization,  thai  is  delightful  to  conlem- 
plale,  aside  from  all  scieiuific  considerations.  Neii^hboring  States  and 
cointnuniiie.s,  aUo,  of  lale  years,  happily  for  the  character  of  the  age, 
have  discovered  what  duly  is,  in  regard  to  this  |)ariicular  class  of  unfor- 
tunate beings,  and  are  operating  slowly,  but  efTeclually,  to  ameliorate  their 
physical  condition  by  a  humane  system  of  moral  management.  But 
there  is  one  more  revolution  required,  which,  if  noi  effected,  must  con- 
tinue to  be  deplored  by  philanthropists.  We  allude  particularly  to  the 
moral  discipline  of  State  Prisons  and  Penitentiaries  generally,  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  theory  of  the  law,  as  now  administered,  that  the 
criniinal  is  restored  to  society,  whose  privileges  he  had  forfeited  by  crime, 
by  the  severity  of  the  ordeal  through  which  he  has  pas^^ed.  Nothing 
is  more  untrue  :  the  liberated  convict  is  avoided,  de.-pised,  and  neglected  ; 
and  he  oftentimes,  in  view  of  his  prospects,  and  too  often  from  a  recol- 
lection of  cruellies  experienced  in  prison,  commences  a  warfare  against 
the  race,  and  frequently  becomes  the  tenant  of  a  prison  a  second  time, 
and  perhaps  for  life. 

The  cruel  severity  in  some  of  the  Slate  prisons  is,  therefore,  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  increase  of  crime.  A  law  of  kindness,  administered  upon 
the  same  broad  and  just  principles  thai  characterize  the  insane  hospitals, 
would  soften  the  asperities  of  those  wretched  outcasts  frotn  society,  re- 
kindle in  their  obdurate  hearts  the  emotions  of  gratitude,  and  to  a  great 
extent  redeem  them,  by  an  irresistible  appeal  to  their  innate  sense  of 
duty  lowariis  their  fellow  men. 

Cases  will  present  themselves,  in  which  the  aberration  is  so  strongly 
marUed,  that  restraint  must  be  enforced,  and  in  which  no  relaxation  of 
imprisonujent  is  admissible.  But  the  oui-of-sight  cruellies  practised  by 
brutal,  irresponsible  keepers,  on  those  who  are  State  criminals,  is  un- 
doubtedly calculated  lo  irritate  them  to  the  highest  point  of  revengeful 
desperation.  Sufficient  developments  were  made  at  Sing  Sing,  a  few 
years  a^o,  to  convince  the  community  that  such  dark  deeds  as  were  there 
practised,  will  be  practised  in  other  prisons,  when  ihe  public  eye  is  not 
vigilantly  kept  upon  them. 

What  system  of  moral  management  is  adopted  at  this  period,  in  the 
Massachusetts  Slate  Prison  at  Charlestown  ?  Is  flogizing,  that  last  rem- 
nant of  barbarism,  which  is  so  much  detested  as  a  condemning  feature  in 
the  law  of  several  Slates,  ever  allowed  ?  If  the  Commissioners  of  that 
Instiiulion  ever  permitted  it,  what  men  constituted  the  tribunal  to  decide 
upon  the  nature  of  the  offence  for  whirh  a  prisoner  was  to  be  punished, 
and  who  specified  ihp  number  of  lashes  he  should  receive  ? 

The  Souih  Boston  House  of  Correriion.  a  Slate  prison  in  miniature,  is 
conducted  on  simple,  bui  merciful  principles  ;  a  blow  is  never  inflicted 
there.  It  is  a  model  institution,  creditable  lo  the  humanily  of  the  city  of 
go^iQn — and  a  model  school,  loo,  to  which  prison-keepers  nnghl  be  sent 
to  learn  ihe  moral  management  of  convicts,  according  lo  the  advanced 
condition  of  knowledge  in  this  important  department  of  ihe  law  of  equity. 


Surgical  Operations  07i  the  Uterus.— Th^i  learned  and  indefatigable 
correspondent,  Prof.  Portal,  of  Palermo,  has  favored  us  with  a  manuscript 
of  nearly  twenty  pages,  accompanied  by  two  engravings,  upon  the  surgery 
of  the  uterus.  It  is  in  the  Italian  language,  and  in  a  difficult  kind  of 
chiro^raphy  ;  nevertheless,  by  patient  perseverance,  we  hope  to  get  ii  into 
tolerable  English  for  publication.     As  evidence  of  the  industry  of  Prof. 
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Portal,  who,  it  should  be  recollected,  holds  sevornl  active  medical  olTices 
of  hi^^h  trust  and  responsibility  under  the  (JoverMuxMii,  we  may  mention 
that  there  is  now  before  us  a  catalogue  of  his  pnhlisheil  works,  embracin^^ 
no  less  than  thirty  disliuct  publications,  and  cunsiiiulinj^  too  lonir  a  list  to 
insert  in  our  pages. 


Miliar  Surgery. — A  course  of  lectures  on  what  the  lecturer  denomi- 
nates minor  snrs;ery,  is  presumed  to  be  now  goini]^  on,  in  [Philadelphia,  by 
Dr.  Coates,  as  they  were  advertised  to  commence  about  this  period.  The 
special  object  in  view  is  to  teach  the  every-day  duties  of  a  surgeon,  viz.  : 
The  necessary  cautions  and  niceties  of  management  required  in  bleeding, 
cupping,  leeching,  enemaia  and  other  injections  ;  the  siotnach  pump  ; 
bandaging  for  retention  and  pressure  ;  the  taxis  and  instrumental  ir^at- 
ment  of  hernia  ;  the  construction  ami  application  of  ligatures,  &c.  &c. 
It  strikes  us  that  this  is  far  from  being  a  minor  inaltpr  :  the  whole  scheme 
is  excellent,  and  precisely  the  kind  of  knowledge  that  is  pa-^sed  over  quite 
lightly  in  the  regular  schools,  where  great  principles,  rather  than  details 
of  manipulations,  are  necessarilv  taught.  Those  who  may  avail  them- 
selves of  these  lectures,  cannot,  with  any  excuse,  be  bad  operators.  When 
the  term  is  closed,  since  the  doctor  has  a  happy  tact  at  writing,  we  should 
be  right  glad  to  have  the  essence  of  the  whole  in  the  shape  of  a  small 
treatise:    it  would,  we  venture  to  predict,  sell  wonderfully  well. 


A  New  Medical  College. — A  medical  college,  under  the  charter  of 
ShurtlefT  College,  at  Alton,  Illinois,  is  making  preparation  for  business. 
The  president  is  the  Rev,  G.  B.  Perry,  M.D.  The  faculty  will  probably 
be  elected  soon.  From  the  observations  of  those  in  its  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, the  prospects  of  this  new  school  of  medicine  are  quite  flattering. 
Benjamin  Shurtleff,  M.D.,  of  this  city,  has  been  the  firm  friend  of  the 
College  from  a  verv  early  period,  and  his  liberal  donations  and  unremit- 
ting attentions  to  its  interests,  induced  the  Corporation  to  give  the  Insti- 
tution the  name  it  now  bears.  An  excellent  anatomist  and  a  chemical 
professor  might  be  selected  in  Boston,  who  would  give  character  to  those 
important  chairs.  First  impressions  have  an  abiding  influence,  and  it  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  engage  the  highest  order  of  talent  for  a  new  insti- 
tution, in  this  age  of  literary  and  scientific  competition. 


Infirmary  for  the  Treatment  of  Scrofulous  Diseases. — The  profession 
will  doubtless  feel  interested  in  an  advertisement  which  may  be  found  in 
this  No.  of  the  Journal;  by  Dr.  Durkee,  who  has  recently  moved  to  Bos- 
ton from  Lynn,  and  opened  an  institution  on  generous  and  reasonable 
terms,  for  the  treatment  of  scrofulous  affections.  A  subdivision  of  labor 
is  necessary  to  perfection  in  every  art  and  science  ;  and  physicians,  there- 
fore, in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  are  beginning  to  practise 
on  this  acknowledged  principle.  One  attends  almost  exclusively  to  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  another  to  those  of  the  teeth  ;  some  are  devoted  to  the 
great  operations  of  surgery,  and  some  only  attend  principally  to  febrile 
aflections.  On  this  plan  there  must  be  skilful  men  ;  and  the  community 
discover  the  advantages  which  a  person  of  experience  in  any  one  depart- 
ment, has  over  one  who  does  something  of  everything.  Dr.  Durkee  has 
ihe  confidence  of  the  faculty  in  this  city,  and  they  are  individually  in 
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to 


rea<linpss  to  offer  him  any  advice  which  the  nature  of  his  institution  may 
require.  Sirice  he  is  a  man  o(  eiJucaiion,  ami  has  long  heen  knovvrj  as  an 
agreeable  and  talented  writer  in  this  Journal — and  since  he  does  not  come 
ainon<T  us  as  a  vain,  presumpinou*,  ignorant  pretender,  but  stands  upon 
the  firm  basis  of  medn-al  knowledge,  we  candidly  recommend  him  to  the 
patronage  of  the  afflicted,  wherever  his  name  may  be  extended. 


Western  and  Souther?i  Medical  Recorder. — No.  1,  of  a  new  monthly 
medical  journal,  bearing  this  name,  has  appeared  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  un- 
der the  editorial  charge  of  James  C.  Cross,  AI.D.,  one  of  the  faculty  in 
the  Transylvania  University.  He  was  formerly  in  the  chair  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics,  at  the  Medical  ColleL'e  of  Ohio.  Of  Dr. 
Cross's  ability  to  conduct  the  publication,  now  fairly  commenced,  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  If  the  profession  at  the  South  and  West,  for  whom  he 
expressly  exerts  himself,  will  give  that  cheerful  patronage  which  the  cha- 
racter and  importance  of  the  Journal  have  a  right  to  expect,  it  will  soon  be- 
come the  medium  of  valuable  informaiion,  and  be  looked  for  with  solici- 
tude every  month.  The  leading  articles  are  fine  specimens  of  writing — 
euKinaiing  from  sources,  too,  which  will  always  cofnmand  the  respectful 
alieuiion  of  an  elevated  class  of  readers.  The  best  service  we  can  do  this 
new  candidate  for  fame,  is  to  republish,  from  time  to  time,  some  of  its  ex- 
cellent papers. 

Laio  in  relation  to  Medical  Charges  in  Massachusetts.  —  Any  person 
who  administers  medicine,  good  or  bad — replaces  bones,  whether  displaced 
or  not,  or  in  any  fortn  whatever  acts  in  the  capat'ity  of  a  prcscriber  of  renie- 
dies  for  disease,  can  collect  hischaro:es  for  the  same  in  this  Commonwealth 
— the  law  being  now  upon  the  broad  principle  thai  he  who  dances  shall 
pay  the  fiddler.  A  correspondent  in  to-day's  Journal,  on  page  270,  is 
therefore  in  an  error  on  this  point. 


Oil  of  Ergot.  Dear  Sir  — I  noiired  in  your  Journal  of  the  lOih  inst. 
[copied  from  Bell's  Materia  Medica],  that  iVlr.  Wright  has  cured  two  cases 
of  "  troublesome  diarrhoea,"  by  administering  the  oil  of  ergot,  although 
he  does  not  appear  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  rationale  of  its  opera- 
tion. Perhaps  if  he  had  been  more  familiar  with  the  pathogenesy  of 
his  remedy  he  would  not  have  been  surprised  at  the  success  of  his 
prescription,  nor  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  attribuiing  it  to  any 
sedative  properties  in  the  article.  The  only  wonder  in  the  case  is,  that 
he  should  not  aggravate  the  present  suflTerings  of  his  patient,  or  produce 
some  new  derangement  by  the  quantity  of  medicine  given.  S.  G. 

November  18,  1841. 


The  Great  Missoitrium. — The  following  more  particular  account  of  the 
skeleton  which  was  alluded  to  on  the  lOOth  page  of  this  volume  of  the 
Journal,  is  part  of  the  last  Bnlleiin  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 
and  is  copied  from  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner. 

"Dr.  Goddard  stated  that  he  had  examined  the  so  called  '  Missourium 
Kochii,'  and  found  it  to  be  a  skeleton  composed  of  Mastodon  bones,  most 
of  which  appeared  to  belong  to  a  single  set,  many,  however,  having  been 


Medical  Intelligence.  279 

suppraddeJ,  and  others   mcndod    and  ;^^lncd    lo;,M>ilicr  in  a  manner  wholly 


erroneous 


"  The  foliowiniQ^  errors  were  especially  noticed  : 

*'  Spi?u\ — The  spine  pic-tMilod  ihe  atiotnalvofS  ccrviral  vertfbrfE  ;  and 
instead  of  li)  dorsal  anil  1  liiinb.ir,  had  !2.'3  dorsal  and  10  Imnhar  vertebrae, 
making  the  number  of  hones  in  the  spine  too  great  by  II.  The  bones 
ariiculateil  with  the  2tl  and  4ih  ribs  were  cervical  vertebrae.  The  space 
between  the  veriebra;  were  much  maj^nified  by  thick  wooden  blocks 
placed  between  them,  and  the  spine  was  curved  upwards,  no  as  to  give  an 
exagirerated  idea  of  the  height  of  the  animal. 

"  Ril)s. — These  were  redundant  in  nuntber,  and  were  spread  out  as 
much  as  possibles  so  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  a  wide  and  flat  rhest. 
The  first  pair  of  ribs  were  stnclc  on  the  bones  of  the  shoulder,  to  resemble 
clavicles — bones  which  the  A'lastodon  does  not  possess. 

'*  Head. — The  head  was  that  of  a  Mastodon  with  the  top  deficient,  and 
a  piece  of  an  ethmoidal  ?  bone  glued  on  in  front  to  resemble  a  snont.  Tiie 
tusks  were  distorted  laterally,  so  as  lo  occupy  a  space  18  feet  in  width. 

"  iScapuIm  and  Ilia. — These  having  been  deHcient.  were  very  inge- 
niously pieced  out  with  wood,  glued  over  so  as  to  resemble  bone. 

'■'Feet. — The  feet  were  ludicrously  made  jpof  carpal  and  tarsal  bones, 
and  presented  the  wonderful  anomaly  of  four  phalanges  in  each  toe. 

"  Several  oiher  discrepancies  were  observed  ;  apart  from  which  Dr.  G. 
considered  the  skeleton  one  of  verv  great  interest." 

To  (JoRUKspoNnr.NTs. — The  communications  of  Dr.  Dixon,  VV.  J.,  and  Medi- 
cus,  of  New  York  city,  and  of  Dr.  Wheeler  of  Providence,  will  receive  early 
attention. 

DiK.n — At  Sharon,  Ct.,  of  typhus  fever,  Dr.  Albert  P.  Roberts,  42.— At  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Sturgis  Plunney,  formerly  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Niiml)er  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  27,  35.— Males,  21 ;   Females,  14.     Stillborn,  5. 
or  consiiiiiptioii,    5— tvphns    (ever,  3 — cronj),  1 — scarlet    fever,    7— lung  (ever,   1 — me.isles,   2— de- 
bility, 1  — iiillannnatlon    of  the   brain,  1— child-bed,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1  — paralysis,  1  — pleurisy,  1 
— intenijierauce,  1 — fits,   2 — palsy,  1— bronchitis,  2— cancer,  1 — dropsy  oa  the  brain,  1 — marasmus,  1. 

HOSPITAL  IN  n()S'I'(),\  FOR,  SCROFULA. 
Sins  DuRKEE,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Boston  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, having  been  in  practice  fourteen  years,  and  having  had  constant  opportunity  for  three  \ears  to 
attend  to  the  diversilied  (brins  of  Scrolula  while  in  ch.irue  o(  the  Hos|)ilal  Uepaitinent  of  a  ihaiitable 
Institution  m  Portsmouth,  embracing  more  than  one  hundred  inmates,  respectfiills  announces  that  he 
will  devote  special  atteriti.m  to  the  treatment  ofthat  disea.-e.  He  has  taken  the  large  and  convenient 
house  No.  2H  Howard  street,  Boston.  The  location  is  retired  and  airy,  with  every  accommoflaiion 
for  invalids  from  abrnad.  He  has  also  made  amjde  arrangements  (or  administering  medicated  baths, 
ami  for  the  eneral  treatment  of  paiieiits  according  to  Mie  ni'ihods  most  apjiroved  by  the  profession 
in  this  country  and  Europe.  Boafd  from  $3,0U  to  !5'),00  per  week. 
Boston,  Nov.  29,  1H41.  D.  1— eoi»6w 

IN."^TRL'.MKN'rs. 
THEnooRE  Metcalf,  Apothecary,  No.  33  Trem  )nl  Row,  olTers  to  surgeons  and  dentists,  the  best 
selected  assortment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  in  the  city  :  ccmsisting  in  jiarl  of  Amputating,  Trepan- 
ning, Obstetrical,  Dissectinc,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eve  ami  Cot. per's  Cases ;  Scarificators,  (Catheters, 
Biuniies,  Stomacli  Pumps,  Irjeciing  do..  Spring  and  Thumb  Lancets,  Uisseciiug  and  Dressing  Scissors, 
Trocars,  Needles,  Hisiouries;  Uressini:,  Dissecting,  Ptdypus  and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsil  Instruments, 
&.C.  6iC.  of  American  and  Enclish  manufacture. 

Evtracting  Forceps,  in  sets  of  12,  or  siiiglv ,  of  superior  form  and  finish  •,  Excavators,  Burrs,  Plug- 
gcrs.  Drill.',  Files  ;  Culling,  Splitting  and  Punrhing  Forceps  ;  (Jvild  ami  Platina  Plate  and  Wire,  Solder 
and  Springs,  Ciold  and  Tin  Foil,  .Mi.verai.  Tkefii.  in  great  variety  (much  ihe  largest  as.sortment  lobe 
found  in  N.  England),  Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  de* 
jtartments  of  Dentistrv. 

All  orders  from  the  country  carefully  and  jiromptly  executed.  D.  1. — 6m 

KF.MOVAL 

A.  F.  Bartlett  has  removed  to  No.  3  Wiu'cr,  corner  of  Washington  st.,  where  Dr.  Chapin's  Utcro- 
AbUoiiiiiial  Supporters  may  be  obtained  as  improved  by  Mr.  B.  D.  1. — St 
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UNIVEaSITV   OF   PENNSYLVANIA. -MEDICAL    DEPAKTMENT. 

Skssion   I'^4  1-4*2. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Mondfty,  the  l*t  o(  November,  and  be  contiaueil,  under  the  follow- 
ing ari-Hiigeiient,  to  the  middle  of  March  en^suing  :  — 

Practice  and  Theory  ol  Medicine,  by  •  -  -  N\tiia.niel  Chapma.v,  M.D. 

Clic  iiisir> ,  by         .....  -  .        UdUKiir  H\nt;,  .M.i). 

Surtjery,  by---  -  -  -  -  William  (Jinso.v,  .M.l>. 

Anrttomy,  by        .......  William  E.  Hounku,  M.D. 

lu->iiiuies  of  Medicine,  by  .....        Svmlkl  JvCKrsoN,  M.D. 

M  iterirt  Medic«t  rind  Pharinacv,  by  -  -  -  GkoKoB  U.   Wood,  .M.I). 

Obsieirifs  and  the  Uiaeaseii  of  Women  and  Children,  by       -        Huoh  L.  IluDub,  M.I). 
Cliuicall.ecturea  on  Medicine,  by  -  -  -  W.   W.  (iKniiviu),  .M.I),  and 

"  on  Surgery,  by       -  -  -  Dii.s.  Oibso.n  ami  lloa.NtR, 

Will  be  delivered  at  the  I'liil.idelpliia  Hospital  (Blockley).    Students  are  aUo  admited  to  the  Clini- 
cal Instnu-lion  at  the  l'enns>  Ivania  lii>.-i|»ii(il,  in  tiie  city.  W.   E.  HORNER, 

Atif.  -ZJ,  16  H.  A  ;;i3— tUecl  Dean  of  the  Med.  Facu/ti/,  263  Cht.snut  at.,  Philadelphia. 


'I'o  ^M^v^l(;lA^s 

A  PHYSICIAN  in  one  of  the  most  [deasant  villajics  in  ilic  ritait',  about  .30  miles  from  Bo>-ton,  wishes  to 
dispose  of  and  leave  his  situation.  Practice  Iroin  ^1500  to  $2000  yearly.  Eor  pariiculais,  addies;*  the 
editor.  Nov.  i\ — 3t 

RKSIMIl  ATOIIS. 

The  subscriber,  by  means  of  an  a2;eiit  in  London,  has  coiistantlv  on  hand  a  number  of  Respirators,  of 
every  quality.  N.  17— eop3m  '  H.  1.  BOWDITCH,  8  Otis  place. 

MEDICAL  WOIIKS,  PUBLISHED    BY    B  \  Kill  N  (.TON  &  liASWELL,  I'lIIL- 

ADELIMIl.V. 

Andhal's  Medical  Clinic;  Bryant's  AnatOMiical  Examinations;  Burne  on  Habitual  Constipation; 
Clutterbuck  on  Uloodletiiiig  ;  Collins's  Practical  Treatise  on  Midwifery;  Coopet's  (Sir  A.)  Lectures 
on  Sur^^ery  ;  Curlinj;  on  Tetanus  ;  Culler  on  Bandages  and  Bandaging;  Edwards  on  the  luriuence  of 
Physical  Agents  on  Life;  Epidemics  of  the  Middle  Ages;  Essay  on  Pli>siology  and  Hygiene,  by  Reid, 
Ehrenberg,  Stromeyer,  Muller,  «Vc. ;  Evanson  and  Maun.sele  on  the  Management  and  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren ;  Fre^kleson's  Outlines  of  Pathology  ;  Gooch's  Midwifery;  H()llaiid's  Notes  and  Rcrtections  ; 
Homer's  .M«jd.  ami  Topog.  Observations  upon  the  Mediterranean,  Portugal,  &c  ;  Hunter  on  the  Blood, 
Inrtaiumation,  and  Oun-shot  Wounds;  Hunter  on  the  Teeth  ;  Ifunter  on  the  Venereal  Disease;  Hun- 
ter on  the  Animal  CEconomy  ;  Hunter's  Principles  of  Surgery  ;  Hunter's  Life;  Hunter's  (Jomi)lete 
Works,  4  vols  ;  La.  cock  on  Hysteria;  I-cc's  Observ.  on  the  Principal  .Meiliral  Institutions  and  Prac- 
tice of  France,  Italy  and  Qerrnanv,  in  1  vol.,  with  Johnson's  Sy  Uabiis  of  .dateria  Meiiica,  and  Latham's 
Lectures  on  Clinical  viedicine;  Macartney  on  Inllammation  ;  Magendie  on  the  Blood  -,  Mar>hall  on  the 
Heart,  Lungs,  Stomach,  Liver,  »kc.,  with  Weatherliead  on  Diseases  of  the  Lungs;  Millengen's  Curios- 
ities of  Medical  Experience;  Plumbe  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Prichard  on  Insanity,  Aic.  ;  Ricord  on 
Venereal  Disorders.  «fec.,  and  Amussat's  Lectures  on  Retention  of  Urine;  Stokes's  Lectures  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  with  Notes,  and  12  Additional  Lectures,  by  John  Bell,  M.D. ;  Wil- 
liams on  the  Phvsiologv  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest ;  Willis  on  Urinary  Diseases  and  their  Treatment  ; 
Sele  t  Medical  Library  and  Bulletin  of  Medical  Science,  containing  Bell's  Materia  Medica,  and  Schill 
and  Areta'us  on  the  Causes  and  Signs  of  Diseases. 
Nearly  ready.  Graves  and  Gerhard's  Clinical  Lectures.  Aug.  11 — 

TllEMONT-STUEKT    MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  .subscribers,  at  their  rooms  in  Tremont  street,  continue  to  give  personal  instrnction  to  private  pupils 
as  heretofore,  in  the  various  Itranches  of  medicine,  in  connection  with  the  i)ractical  |)ursnit  of  anatomy, 
and  attendance  on  the  Ma>sachtiseits  General  Ilosjjital,  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  other  op- 
portunities belonging  to  their  school.  JACOB  IHGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Jy28— eoply  1).  HUMPMREVS  STORER, 

OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

ORTHOPEDIC    INFIRMARY 

FOR    THE    TREA7MKNT    OF    SI'INAL    DISTORTIONS,    CLUB    FEET,    ETC. 

At  65  Belknap  street,  Boston.  Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  JOHN  B.  BROWN,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  intirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Affections,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice  when- 
ever called  upon. 

John  C.  Warren,  George  Hayward,Edw.  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jeffries, 

John  Homans,  M.  S.   Perry,  W.  Channing,  George  C.  Shatluck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W. 

Strong,  George  Parkman,  D.  Hum|)hreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H. 

Lane,  Edw.  Warren,  George  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartleti,  John  Flint,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 

Boston,  April  14,  1841.  tf 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  c  nimnnications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  jtaid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  fi-om  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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A    LKCTURE, 

I/Uroditrfory  to  a  Course  on  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medi- 
ca,  delivered  before  the  Medical  Class  of  the  University  of  New  Yorkj 
on  the  Evening  of  October  2Sth,  1841.     By  Martyn  Paine,  M.D. 

iCominmiicatcd  for  the  lioston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Gentlemen. — It  beini;  a  part  of  the  duties  of  my  chair  to  teach  you 
the  Pliilosopliy  of  jMedicine,  1  shall  endeavor,  at  all  times,  to  follow  the 
simple  palh  of  iXatiire;  and  in  so  doing,  we  shall  find  nothing  but  an  ad- 
mirable system  of  design,  intimately  associated  in  all  its  parts,  always  con- 
sistent, reaching  from  the  rudiment  art/  development  of  the  organic  being 
to  the  ultimate  extinction  of  its  laws,  whose  multifarious  phenomena  per- 
petually spring  from  principles  wliicli  are  established  in  the  germ.  What- 
ever, therefore,  may  be  the  complexities  of  disease,  you  have  the  conso- 
lation of  knowing  that  it  is  simple  in  its  essential  elements,  that  these 
elements  iire  forever  present,  and  that  you  will  be  mainly  employed  in 
investigating  the  modifications  which  they  undergo.  Here,  then,  you 
will  always  stand  upon  a  great  and  immutable  foundation  of  Nature. 
This  will  always  be  your  guide,  always  your  point  of  departure,  and  to 
this  you  will  always  return  from  your  excursions  into  the  paths,  which 
radiate  from  it  in  conformity  with  the  constitution  of  the  great  plan  of 
organic  life. 

Nature,  indeed,  is  always  simple  in  her  fundamental  laws.  She  ab- 
hors a  complexity  of  causes,  as  much  as  she  is  said  to  do  a  vacuum. 
The  Institutes  of  Medicine,  therefore,  and  the  Philosophy  of  the  opera- 
tion of  Remedial  Agents,  being  directly  the  offspring  of  the  properties  and 
laws  of  organic  beings,  they,  also,  must,  of  necessity,  be  simple  in  their 
essential  attributes.  Hence,  it  is  manifest,  that  my  course  of  instruction 
will  have  mutual  and  intimate  dependencies — forming  a  connected  chain 
which  cannot  be  interrupted  without  impairing  the  whole. 

But,  there  are,  also,  artificial  institutes  of  medicine — such  as  are  not 
recognized  by  Nature  ;  and  which,  therefore,  consist  of  a  broken  series 
of  hypotheses,  either  having  no  relation  to  each  other,  or  standing  in  di- 
rect opposition.  From  this,  it  necessarily  results  that  the  treatment  of 
disease,  which  is  founded  upon  these  hypotheses,  is  not  less  unphilosophi- 
cal,  not  less  contradictory  of  itself,  and  abundantly  demonstrative  of  the 
primary  error.  This  has  been  the  n)isfortune  of  medicine  at  all  ages  of 
the  art,  but,  at  none  moi'e  so  than  in  our  own  times.  With  these  I  must 
also  make  you  acquainted,  though  1  shall  limit  my  exposure  of  error  to 
18 


/ 


282  Dr.  Paint's  Introductory  Lecture. 

the  doctrines  of  the  present  day.  You  v\ill  tlius  enjoy  the  opportunity 
of  exercising  your  own  judgnienls,  and  of  rnakinj^  your  election  between 
good  and  evil — myself  allowini^  that  the  evil  may  he  mine. 

In  adopting  this  only  method  of  arriving  at  the  truth,  my  earnest  de- 
sire to  remove  some  formidable  obstacles  from  your  path  will  necessarily 
give  an  appearance  of  asperity  where  none  is  intended.  It  will  unavoida- 
bly result  from  the  nature  of  the  contrasts  wdiich  will  be  presented  ; 
and  the  importance  of  our  pursuits  to  the  interests  of  mankind,  and  to  the 
dignity  of  mind,  will  ])ermit  no  complimentary  sacrifice  to  the  ingenuity 
of  speculations.  Truth  must  be  stern  and  inexorable,  to  overcome  the 
obstinacy  of  error;  for  error,  like  the  heads  of  the  hydra,  can  never  be 
propitiated.  We'  may  cut  off  its  heads — but  still  the  principle  of  re- 
generation may  remain.  We  must  then  come  to  the  actual  cautery,  as 
employed  by  Hercules  in  the  case  of  the  hydra,  as  our  ordy  infallible  re- 
source. But,  in  all  that  I  may  say,  now,  or  hereafter,  1  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  my  remarks  have  no  intended  application  to 
men,  but  are  simply  designed  for  the  promotion  of  truth — of  that  truth 
which  was  so  beautifully  recommenderl  to  your  admiration,  the  last  even- 
ing, by  its  '•  Professor  in  Theory  and  Practice." 

1  shall  begin  my  course  of  instruction  by  examining  the  composition  of 
organic  beiniis  in  both  animated  kmirdoms — thou*di  not  so  much  for  the 
purpose  of  acujiiainling  you  with  the  abstract  fact,  as  of  presentini:  a 
series  of  coinci(lenc(^s  at  the  very  foimdation  of  organic  beings,  which 
irresistibly  demonstrate  their  de[)endence  upon  peculiar  properties  and 
laws,  about  which  all  physiology,  all  patholoi^fy,  all  therapeutics,  are  itri- 
mediately  concerned.  A  knowledge  of  these  vital  propeities  and  the 
laws  they  obey,  and  which,  as  of  all  other  existences,  we  acquire  through 
their  peculiar  and  endless  pheno'uena,  is  fundamental  in  medicine.  They 
preside  over  all  healthy  and  morbid  conditions.  The  functions,  and  all 
the  products  ot  the  living  being,  are  primarily  referable  to  these  proper- 
ties. Unlike  all  other  properties  or  powers  of  nature,  they  are  suscepti- 
ble of  influences  from  external  and  internal  causes,  and  are  liable  to  great 
instability.  This  instability  is  at  the  foundation  of  disease,  and  of  thera- 
peutics— though  the  latter  involves  the  impoilant  constitutional  principle, 
then  when  these  properties  are  diverted  from  their  natural  condition,  tliey 
have  an  inherent  tendency  to  retuin  to  their  natural  standard. 

We  have  thus  before  us,  in  a  fc.iv  words,  the  simple  elements  of  phy- 
siology, pathology,  and  therapeutics.  They  are  all  immediately  concerned 
about  one  elementary  principle,  which  i$  n)anilested  under  different  phases. 
The  physiological  or  natural  condition  is  constituted  when  the  vital  pro- 
perties possess  their  7JorwmZstate  ;  the  pathological,  when  they  are  altered 
from  their  natural  condition;  whilst  therapeutics  modiji es  thi^k  morbid 
■changes,  and  places  them  in  a  condition  to  obey  their  constitutional  ten- 
dency to  return  to  a  state  of  health.  This  they  are  often  able  to  accom- 
plish without  the  intervention  of  art,  whi(d]  7icver  cures,  but  only  places 
nature  in  the  ivay  of  cure.  This  is  all  that  can  be  understood  of  the 
celebrated  vis  medicatrix  natum,  a  most  important  law  appertaining  to 
the  constitution  of  the  vital  properties,  but  ^bout  which  much  illusion, 
and  many  extravagancies  have  pre\^iled. 
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Such,  llwMi,  is  limdamcntal  in  riicdicine.  Hut,  however  elegant  this 
simplicity  in  the  most  essential  allrihnles  of  or^^anic  beings,  such  are  the 
natural  modifications  of  the  propcMlics  of  life  in  the  difl'cient  oigans  and 
tissues,  and  such  their  liability  to  change  from  a  thousand  influences,  and 
according  to  the  nature  of  those  influences,  and  although  nothing  happen 
hut  under  the  direction  of  somt;  everlasting  law  which  operates  according 
to  the  existing  combination  ol  causes,  nu'diciiK;  is,  nevei tlieless,  the  most 
profound,  tile  most  complex,  llui  most  diflicult  of  all  human  |)ursuils.  It 
was  once  thought  to  have  been  only  wcjrthy  of  the  gods — and  temples 
were  consecrate<l  to  their  flisciples. 

J)ui,  the  vital  properties  must  have  their  iiistrumenis  o(  action,  through 
which  {\\c  J'unrdons  are  performed,  the  being  obtains  his  growth  and  nu- 
trition, his  secretions  elaborated  from  the  universal  alimentary  fluid,  and 
the  morbid  phenomena  carried  on.  These  instruments  of  action  consist 
of  the  visible  organization  ;  and  in  every  part  of  this  are  the  vital  pro- 
perties implanted. 

It  is  obviou*^,  therefore,  that  we  can  have  no  adequate  knowledge  of 
the  functions  of  life,  whether  healthy  or  morbid,  without  a  critical  fami- 
liarity with  die  organization  through  which  they  are  conducted  ;  and  this 
will  become  more  and  more  apparent  as  we  advance  in  our  inquiries. 
i\or  is  it  alone  a  general  outWne  of  the  human  mechanism  which  will  en- 
able us  to  compi'ehend  the  arcana  of  disease,  or  to  apply  its  appropriate 
remedies.  The  vital  properties  are  differently  modified  in  every  organ, 
and  in  the  different  tissues  of  each  organ,  and  often  in  the  same  parts  of 
a  continuous  tissue,  and  they  are  not  only  constantly  liable  to  diffei'ent 
influences  from  remote  causes,  but  according,  also,  to  their  natural  modi- 
fications in  difTerent  parts.  They  must,  therefore,  be  liable  to  great  dif- 
ferences in  their  results ;  whether  physiologically,  pathologically,  or  the- 
rapeutically considered.  We  must  also  be  fmiiliar  with  the  sources  from 
which  the  various  organic  viscera  derive  their  nerves  and  bloodvessels, 
and  how  communications  are  established  amongst  the  organs  by  these 
and  other  anatoniical  connections. 

The  most  imjwrtant  of  these  media  of  communication  is  the  cerebro- 
spinal and  ganglionic  sysiecn,  especially  the  sympathetic  branch  of  it. 
The  distribution  of  the  sympathetic  nerve  should  be  well  comprehended, 
as  should  also  those  cerebral  nerves  which  are  contributed  to  important 
vital  organs,  or  others  which  associate  themselves  with  the  sympathetic, 
and  thus  establish  intimate  relations  between  the  organs  of  animal  and 
organic  life.  By  these  various  nervous  connections,  the  harmony  of  the 
entire  machine  is  maintained,  or  the  equilibrium  of  the  whole  disturbed 
when  morbific  causes  may  derange  the  action  of  one  part  or  another.  It 
is  also  through  these  connections,  particularly,  that  remedial  agents, 
whether  applied  to  the  stomach  or  to  the  skin,  exert  their  salutary  impres- 
sions upon  diseased  organs  which  may  be  remotely  situated.  The  com- 
municating nerves,  however,  are  often  complex,  and  their  analysis  is  not 
always  of  easy  attainment,  i^ut,  a  knowledge  of  the  nerves,  with  which 
the  natmal  and  morbid  functions  are  so  intimately  associated,  is  less  im- 
portant than  that  of  the  general  tissues  which  compose  each  vital  organ. 
The  peculiar  properties  of  the  nervous  system,  which  are  known  as  sen- 
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sibllity  and  sympathy,  have  no  other  participation  in  orrranic  processes 
than  as  they  injlutnct  lliose  processes.  The  nervous  power  is  to  he  re- 
garded in  the  hi,du  of  a  vital  stimulus,  and  re^mlator  ol  the  organic  func- 
tions— sensitive  to  an  inconceivable  degree,  and  whilst  itself  a  vital  sliniu- 
his,  is  capable  of  Uinir  acted  upon  and  modijitd  in  its  nature  ;  but  ope- 
rating in  health  without  any  remarkable  demonstrations.  But,  its  consti- 
tutional nature  is  such  for  the  maintenance  of  unilbnn  and  harmonious 
movements  throughout  the  animal  fabric,  that  when  influenced  hy  unmual 
causes,  it  may  undergo  a  violent  development,  become  modified  in  its  na- 
ture, and  may  determine  healthy  or  morbid  changes  in  the  organic  pro- 
perties, or  extinguish  them  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

1  was  not  a  little  gratified  at  the  manner  in  which  our  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery adverted   to   the   prodigious   results  which   are  destined  to  flow  from 
the  discoveries  of  Sir  Charles   Bell;  and    1   will   go  perhaps  even  farther 
than  he,  and  anticipate  the  time  when  those  discoveries  will  be  lo  medi- 
cine what  the  calculus  is  to  mathenuitics.      Encouraged  by  the  brief,  but 
comprehensive  and  philosophical  reference   which  was  made  on  Monday 
evening  to   the   principles  which   are  involved   in    this  great  triumph  of 
physiology,  I  will  also  venture  to  predict,  that  the  doctrine  which   I  have 
just  propounded  for  the  first  tinie  in  relation  lo  the  modification  of  the  ner- 
vous power,  will  open  to  us  the  whole  philosophy  of  remote  sympathy  in 
connection  with  pathology    and   therapeutics.      It  opens   to  us  the  whole 
philosophy  ol   the  operation  of  morbific  and  remedial  agents  upon  org  ins 
that  are  remotely  situated  from  the  direct  seat  of  their  applica  ion.     This 
su|)posed  modification  of  the  nervous  power  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
instability  of  the  organic  properties  themselves,  and  is  not  only  sustained  by 
the  whole  force  of  this  analogy,  but  by  all  the  phenomena   that  relate  to 
the  principleof  remote  sympathy.   That  you  may,  however,  the  belter  com- 
prehend what  I  regard  as  modifications  of  the  nt-rvous  power,  according  lo 
the  natureof  the  agents  or  causes  by  which  it  is  developed,  vvhelher  uiiiural, 
morbific,  or  remedial,  you  have  only   to  consider,  farther,  how    electricity 
is  modified  by  the  galvanic  apparatus,  and  how  again  by  the  organization 
of  the  torpedo  ;  how  each   aliects  in   peculiar   modes  the    properties  of 
life,  or  how  each  determines  peculiar  influences  upon  inorganic  substances  ; 
or  how,  again,  perhaps,  the  mai^nificent  conception   may  have  been   de- 
monstrated by  our  Professor  of  Chemistry,  that  the  colorific,  the  calorific, 
and  the  deoxydizing  rays  of  light  are  only  modified  states  of  a  common 
substance.     Tliink,  also,  of  the  wonderfully   different   attributes  of  each 
of  these  rays,  and  you  will  then   have  no  difficulty,  with   the   aid  of  the 
multifarious  phenomena  of  sympathy,  and  the  cerebro-spinal  and  ganglio- 
nic system,  in  comprehending  how  this  poison  or   that,  or  this  remedy  or 
another,  or  joy  or  grief,  shall  so  develope  and  modify  the  nervous  power, 
that  it  shall   be  directed  upon,  and   alter  the  organic   properties  of  parts 
that  are  distant  from  the  direct  seat  of  the  morbific  or  remedial  action,  in 
one  case  in  one  way,  in  another  case  in  another  way.     1  know  of  no  ex- 
ception to  the  theory,  and  without  it  you  cannot  explain  the  remote  in- 
fluences of  remedial  agents ;  whilst  this  construction  of  their  modus  ope- 
randi is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  natural  phenomena  of  sympathy. 
But,  what  may  be  the  nature  of  the  nervous  power,  or  of  the  organic 


Dr,  Paine's  Introductory  Lecture.  285 

powers,  no  one  can  divine,  any  more  than  he  can  imagine  the  nature  of 
the  nu)s(  tauL^ihle  and  |H)nd<'rahl(;  siihslance.  But  this  does  not  prevent 
us  from  knowimr  the  cxistcnre  of  the  suhsiances,  and  their  laws,  and  that 

eaeli  is  raih'rollt/  (lljfrn ?it  (iom  lh(;  otiiors. 

The  praelilioner,  ho\v(>ver,  may  come  lo  accjuire,  l)y  a  (hli«i;ent  ohserva- 
tion  of  nature,  an  adecjuali?  appri^hension  of  the  vital  iiiHuencrs  which  one 
p:ut  (>xerts  upon  others,  with(;ut  knovvin;^,  in  di't.iil,  the  special  m(?(lia  of 
cuninuinicalion.  J5ut,  his  knoAle(l;i;e  of  these  influences  is  vastly  Oicili- 
tatt'd  hy  anatomical  ac(|uiiem(^nls,  pursu(Ml  w  ith  a  reference  to  this  iunda- 
menlal  point ;  and  without  this  anatocnical  aid,  conviction  is  slow,  and 
success  can  only  be  obtained  by  a  lon<^  and  careful  study  of  the  phe" 
nena  of  life,  under  their  varied  aspects  of  health  atid  disease.  This  labor, 
too,  wit!)  the  best  anatomical  proficiency,  must  he  always  <^reat  bc^lbre  the 
laws  of  sympathy  can  be  justly  realized  in  their  variously  modified  rela- 
tions, or  in  their  practical  bearings. 

Rare  genius  may  analyze  the  phenomena  of  disease,  often  reduce 
them  to  generalizations,  and  apply  the  approjiiate  remedies,  without, 
perhaps,  understanding  the  details  of  structure.  We  have  examples  of 
this  nature  among  the  lathers  of  medicine,  of  whom  none  is  soremaikable 
as  he  who  created  the  science,  and  expounded  that  system  of  rational 
philosophy,  which,  at  a  distant  age,  was  consecrated  by  Bacon,  and  has 
since  given  to  arts  and  sciences  an  impulse  which  is  carrying  them  fast 
to  the  limit  of  any  rapid  improvements.  But,  though  it  be  easy  to  ad- 
mire  the  genius  which  creates  a  science,  we  may  not  imitate  it.  Most  of 
us  must  be  contented  to  study  its  elements^  and  to  advance,  step  by  step, 
before  we  can  grasp  the  principles  already  known,  and  reduce  them  to 
practice.  Such,  at  least,  has  been  my  own  laborious  experience;  slowly 
gathered  in  the  field  of  nature — or  by  consultation  with  others — or  by  un- 
wearied meditation.  We  must  come,  theiefore,  to  the  work  of  prepara- 
tion, not  only  with  resolute  purpose,  but  with  a  zeal  that  shall  maintain 
that  pur[)ose. 

Although  anatomy  is  at  the  foundation  of  practical  medicine,  it  is  only 
thnt  of  the  great  vital  organs  with  which  the  physician  is  particularly  in- 
terested ;  and  yet  these  are  the  ones  which  are  most  apt  to  be  neglected. 
Sach  as  relate  to  that  division  which  is  called  animal  life,  the  mascles,  for 
instance,  is  to  him  comparatively  unimportant.  It  is  here  that  the  sur- 
geon holds  his  empire,  and  to  him  this  luanch  of  anatomy  is  not  less  indis- 
pensable than  the  former  is  to  the  physician.  The  meie  operative  sur- 
geon may  practise  his  art  without  knowing  whether  the  stomach  he  com- 
posed of  one  or  more  tissues — whether  it  be  seated  in  the  ahrloujen  or 
in  the  thorax.  And  with  all  this  ignorance,  he  may  acquire  a  far  greater 
temporary  renown  by  a  stroke  of  the  knife,  than  the  most  consummate 
philosopher  in  medicine.  But  he,  who  wouhl  embrace  in  the  range  of 
his  usefulness  the  more  exalted  art  of  treating  surgical  diseases,  and  who 
prefers  the  conservative  efforts  of  nature  to  the  more  summary  process, 
must  be  skilled  in  the  whole  department  of  anatomy,  and  in  the  divina- 
tion and  cure  of  internal  disease.  So,  will  you  be  told  by  one  wliom 
the  world  delights  to  honor. 

Considering,  therefore,  gentlemen,  the  importance  of  anatomy  to  your 
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practical  pinsuiis,  I  trust  you  will  spare  no  effort  in  makinj^  an  aittiinnifnt 
which  will  exalt  you  above  the  ordinary  grade  of  practitioners,  and  which 
will  bring  you  a  daily  recompense  in  the  conviction  that  your  knowledge 
of  disease  reposes  on  one  ol  the  great  foundations  of  nature — that  your 
remedies  are  directed  to  an  intelligible  purpose,  and,  whether  the  issue  be 
favorable  or  fatal,  that  you  may  equally  rejoice  in  the  consciousness  that 
you  have  been  guided  by  an  enlightened  understanding  of  the  art,  or  thai 
your  eflbrts  have  not  been  frustrated  by  the  imbecilities  or  the  rashness 
of  ignorance. 

We  are  now  conducted  to  the  immediate  objects  of  inquiry  in  my  lec- 
tures ;  the  first  of  which  is  physiology  in  its  relations  to  the  natural  con- 
dition of  organs.  This  is  the  beginning  of  a  vast  superstiucture,  which 
has  been  the  progressive  work  of  many  ages,  and  which,  more  than  any 
other  pursuit,  has  enjoyed  the  laborious  efforts  of  genius,  and  the  un- 
wearied toil  of  a  great,  though  humbler  class  of  mankind. 

From  physiology,  we  ascend  to  its  application  to  pathology,  and  thera- 
peutics ;  which,  in  their  connected  series,  make  up  the  vast  fabric  that 
reposes  upon  the  structure  of  organs. 

Physiology,  according  to  its  Greek  derivation  and  original  import,  em- 
braces the  whole  field  of  nature.  The  moderns,  however,  have  restricted 
the  word  to  the  science  of  life.  In  this  acceptation,  it  comprehends  all 
that  relates  immediately  to  the  powers  and  functions  of  organic  beings. 
It  takes  in,  therefore,  the  whole  vegetable,  as  well  as  the  animal  kingdom. 
Each  of  these  kingdoms  possesses  in  common  the  most  important  condi- 
tions of  life,  though  existing  in  each  under  specific  modifications  or  varie- 
ties ;  not,  however,  very  dissimilar,  and  intimately  connected  by  a  grada- 
tion of  analogies,  as  we  descend  along  the  chain  of  either  till  we  come  at 
their  connecting  link  in  the  lowest  beintj  of  one  or  the  other — as  the 
sponge,  for  mstance,  which  has  enjoyed  the  distinguished  honor  of  having 
been  successively  assigned  to  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature,  and  of  being 
now  exalted  to  the  dignity  of  an  animal.  Other  conditions  are  super- 
added to  the  nobler  kingdom,  which,  with  the  differences  of  structure, 
and  the  modifications  of  their  common  properties  of  life,  and  their  modes 
of  subsistence,  distinguish  the  two  living  kingdoms  from  each  other.  I 
shall  enter  largely  into  the  consideration  of  these  topics,  as  all  rational 
medicine  is  intimately  concerned  with  their  knowledge.  The  importance 
which  I  have  attributed  to  anatomy  is  predicated  of  these  ulterior  objects. 
It  would  be  in  vain  that  you  comprehend  the  structure  of  organs,  without 
knowing  the  nature  of  the  powers  and  functions  which  they  subserve, 
and  the  laws  which  they  obey  ;  since  all  diseases  consist  essentially  in 
certain  alterations  of  the  properties  of  life,  which  lead  to  all  the  modifi- 
cations of  the  laws  and  functions,  and  to  every  sensible  result  of  a  morbid 
nature.  A  knowledge  of  the  whole  is  obtained  through  the  phenomena 
as  they  are  presented  to  our  senses,  and  by  nothing  else.  From  these, 
we  reason  to  the  invisible  existence,  its  changes,  Sic,  with  as  much  cer- 
tainty as  to  those  which  possess  the  most  tangible  characteristics.  It  is 
just  so  in  respect  to  the  mind,  and  the  brain  with  which  it  is  associated, 
whether  in  their  natural  or  morbid  aspects. 

[To  be  coQtiQuod.] 
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jMus.   a was  visiiod,  at   the  request  of  Dr.  Cyrus  Weeks,  of  this 

city.  She  was  the  mother  of  several  cliilchen,  and  liad  heen  for  a  year 
or  more  the  suhjiMU  of  constant  liemorrliagic  discharg(.'S  from  the  uterus, 
accom|)aine(l  with  expulsive  pains  An  oval  body,  of  pyriforrn  shape, 
projeeliii^r  sHL;lilly  thr()u;^h  the  os  tinea},  had  been  unstakcm  by  the  two 
attendants  who  preceded  Dr.  Weeks,  for  prolapsus  uteri.  A  pessary  be- 
ini;  applied,  no  relief  followcn!,  and  Dr.  W.  was  consulted.  He  detected 
polvpus;  only  the  most  depending  portion  could  be  reached,  whilst  the 
patient  was  standing,  the  neck  being  evidently  attached  at  or  near  the  fun- 
dus. The  ligature  was  passed  by  me  with  great  facility  by  the  accom- 
panying instrument.  The  polypus  came  away  on  the  second  day,  the 
ligature  having  fairly  encircled  the  neck.  The  })atient  is  now  quite  well 
— nearly  three  years  after  the  operation.  The  mass  was  about  the  size 
of  an  egg,  and  of  the  fibrous  kind. 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  of  this  city,  very  kindly  consented  to  apply  the  in- 
strument to  a  case  under  his  care.  The  patient  w^as  about  3o  years  old, 
and  a  mother.  Drs.  John  W.  Francis,  R.  K.  Hoffman,  Benjamin  Drake 
and  myself,  were  present.  The  polypus  was  attached  within  the  uterus, 
the  neck  being  beyond  the  reach  of  the  finger.  Scarcely  sufficient  time 
for  ordinary  examination,  certainly  not  over  two  minutes,  had  elapsed  from 
its  introduction  by  Dr.  Wood,  when  it  was  successfully  applied.  This 
also  came  away  on  the  second  day,  and  was  of  the  fibrous  character, 
about  the  size  of  an  egg.  The  ligature  encircled  the  neck  completely, 
and  Is  still  attached  to  the  tumor,  In  my  possession. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Stryker,  of  Newtown,  L.  Island,  requested  me  to  visit  a  pa- 
tient who  had  irregular  menstruation,  accompanied  with  great  iiemorrhage 
and  expulsive  pains.  The  polypus  was  so  far  within  the  womb  that  it 
could  only  be  reached  by  using  much  exertion,  the  patient  standing  ;  it 
could  barely  be  touched  with  the  forefinger.  Drs.  Wright,  of  Newtown, 
and  Stryker,  were  present  and  examined  the  patient.  The  ligature  was 
passed  with  great  facility.  The  tumor  came  away  on  the  third  day,  the 
neck  being  fairly  encircled.  Tlie  patient  recovered.  This  was  of  the 
cellulo-vascular  character,  about  the  size  of  a  black  walnut,  and  of  a 
deep  red  color.      It  is  now  in  my  possession. 

1  have  likewise  had  occasion  to  excise  small  fibrous  polypi  in  three  in- 
stances, attached  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  in  one  case  to  the  poste- 
rior wall  of  the  vagina.  In  these  cases  more  or  less  hemorrhage  existed, 
IVly  object  in  mtMitioning  them  Is  to  show  the  necessity  of  investigation — 
for  polypi  are  certainly  more  frequent  than  they  are  suj)posed  to  be.  Dr. 
Dewees,  as  late  as  1831,  had  seen,  as  he  supposed,  but  one  case.  (See 
his  work  on  Diseases  of  Females.)  Now  in  his  vast  practice,  mor« 
than  this.  It  is  almost  certain,  must  have  occurred.  The  only  way  to  ac- 
count for  the  smallness  of  the  number,  is  to  suppose  some  of  his  cases  of 
menorrhagia  to  have  been  caused  by  polypi.  Indeed,  in  their  Incipient 
state,  being  entirely  Intra-uierine  in  many  cases,  and  menorrhagia  a  con- 
stant attendant,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  this  is  the  correct  explana- 
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tion.  Dr.  Dennian  reports  nine  cases.  This  would  seem  to  confinn  the 
above  supposition,  as  tlie  practice  of  the  two  gentlemen  could  not  have 
been  numerically  dissiuiiJar. 

Dr.  Devvees  remarks  that  a  lisjature  *'  cannot  be  applied  till  the  poly- 
pus descends  into  the  va^^nna."  Mr.  Cooper  (See  his  Dictionary)  also 
denies  its  possibility.  Dr.  Denman,  thout^di  he  experienced  iijrrat  dif- 
ficulty and  lost  several  patients,  succeeded  in  one  or  two  instances. 
The  instruments  of  Drs.  Clark  and  Gooch  are  fauiiliar  to  sur<;eons.  I 
have  only  adopted  my  own,  because,  like  all  one's  own  devices,  it  is  a 
favorite.  Its  self-openini;  power,  its  facility  of  entrance  and  application, 
and  last,  not  least,  its  cheapness,  recommend  it  in  some  decree  to  use. 
IVIy  preceptors,  Drs.  Valentine  Molt  and  J.  W.  Francis,  consider  it  a 
valuable  improvement.     The  drawing  will  explain  it  sufficiently. 


Fig.  I.  Size  of  the  probe-points,  which  are  made  of  common  solder, 
and  should  be  flattened. 

Fig.  2,  shows  a  section  of  the  uterus,  with  the  polypus,  A,  so  situated 
that  the  finger  in  the  vagina  can  scarcely  reach  it,  and  the  instrument 
applied. 

Fig.  3,  is  the  instrument  shut,  ready  for  application. 

It  is  to  be  made  of  stout  wire, /?«/•{/ <^/rau'«,  about  one  twelfth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter;  twelve  inches  long,  and  to  retain  the  proportions  of 
the  cut.  It  should  always  be  passed  over  the  abdominal  aspect  of  the 
tumor,  as  (lir  as  it  will  no  without  force,  and  suffered  to  spring  open.  The 
elevation  of  the  handle  will  depress  the  points,  bringing  the  ligature 
athwart  the  neck  of  the  tumor  ;  two  or  three  turns  will  then  strangulate  it. 
Should  the  patient  complain  of  acute  pain,  slack  up  and  withdraw  it  a 
little,  then  turn  again  ;  if  no  pain  follows,  twist  it  again  two  or  thre^.e  limes, 
and  leave  the  instrument  within.  The  patient  must  lie  down  till  the  tu- 
mor comes  away.  The  complaint  of  pain  is  of  great  importance,  as  it 
proves  part  of  the  uterus  to  be  included — which  for  the  most  part  will 
prove  fatal  if  suffered  to  remain  included.  An  instructive  case  may  be 
iound  in  Denman,  where  the  patient  complained  of  pain,  and  a  post^ 
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mortem  proved  part  of  tlie  utcnis  to  he  li)eliul<'(l.  There  can  he  no  pain 
of  an  acute  km(l  on  passing  the  ligaluro  over  the  polypus  alone,  as  il  has 
no  nerves. 

In  selertinir  the  hirature  in  picferencte  to  the  knife,  as  the  proper  means 
of  reniovini;  ))olypi,  we  shall  certainly  elKecl  the  ohject  desiicd  in  a  man- 
ner far  thesalbst  and  most  agreeahle  to  the  patient.  Indeed,  how  a  poly- 
pns  attached  to  the  I'nndus  can  W\  removed  uilh  the  knife,  without  draw- 
inir  the  fundus  on  a  level  with  the  external  i)arls,  we  helievc;  suri^eons 
have  vet  to  learn.  Edvvaud   H.  Dixon. 

New  York,  Nov.  25,  1841. 


FRACTURES   NEAR  THE   WRIST. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  happened  to  he  present  at  one  of  Dr.  Mott's  Clinical 
Lectures  to  his  class  in  the  University  of  this  city,  on  a  late  occasion,  and 
as  several  inquiries  have  heen  made  of  me  respecting  the  substance  of 
those  remarks  which  related  to  the  difficulties  of  the  surgical  treatment  of 
fractures  near  the  wrist,  I  have  supposed  it  might  be  of  interest  enough 
to  the  profession,  as  a  matter  of  medical  jurisprudence,  to  warrant  an 
insertion  of  those  reniarks  in  your  Journal.  Under  the  hope  that  you 
would  concur  with  me  in  this  view,  and  that  I  might  do  exact  justice  to 
Dr.  ]Mott,  I  called  on  him  this  day,  and  he  had  the  goodness  to  repeat  to 
me  the  substance  of  his  clinical  remarks,  as  follows:  "  That  fractures  of 
the  radius  within  two  inches  of  the  wrist,  when  treated  by  the  most  emi- 
nent surgeons,  are  of  very  difficult  management  so  as  to  avoid  all  de- 
formity, and  that  more  or  less  deformity  may  occur  under  the  treatment 
of  the  most  eminent  surgeons;  that  more  or  less  imperfection  in  the  mo- 
tion of  the  wrist  or  radius  is  very  apt  to  follow  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
time;  that  even  where  the  fracture  is  well  cured,  an  anterior  prominence 
at  the  wrist,  or  near  it,  will  sometimes  result  from  swelling  of  the  soft 
parts,  Sic." 

As  the  above  opinion  of  Professor  Mott  coincides  with  my  own  obser- 
vations, both  in  Europe  and  in  this  city,  as  well  as  with  many  of  our 
most  distinguished  surgical  authorities,  1  venture  to  hope  that  this  very 
brief  communication  may  assist  in  removing  some  of  the  groundless  and 
ill-merited  aspersions  that  are  occasionally  thrown  on  the  members  of  our 
profession  by  the  ignorant  or  designing.  Very  respectfully  yours. 

New  York,  Oct.  \st,  1841.  W.  J. 


CASES   OF   SCROFULA  CURED   BY  THE  XANTHOXYLUM    FRAXLNEUM. 

Physicians,  I  believe,  agree,  that  many  of  their  most  valuable  remedies 
were  discovered  and  first  used  by  empirics  ;  and  hence  the  necessary 
conclusion  that  the  use  of  a  remedy  by  an  empiric  is  only  prima  facia 
evidence  against  its  efficiency.  It  is  my  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of 
physicians  to  a   remedy,  which  appears   to  have  been   used  by  quacks, 
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willi  at  least  apparent  success,  in  one  of  those  diseases  wliicli  appear  to 
be  n)in;4leu  with  the  springs  of  life  so  perfectly,  that  palliation  is  attempt- 
ed rall»er  than  relief.  1  refer  to  a  shrut),  the  boiunical  name  of  which  I 
do  not  know.  I  have  heard  it  called  prickly  ash,  prickly  sumach,*  and 
tear-hlanket.  It  is  very  connnon  here  in  I  he  Wt'.st,  and  1  believe  jLjene- 
rally  known  hy  one  of  these  names.  The  case  in  which  this  remedy 
was  fust  used  widiin  my  knowledi^e,  was  that  of  a  ne;L;ro  woman  of  mine, 
some  fifty  years  of  a^e.  She  had  been  under  the  care  of  a  physician  for 
some  months,  without  havini^  derived  the  least  benefit  from  the  usual 
remedies.  The  ulcers  about  the  throat  had  become  very  deep  and  lari,'e. 
She  was  very  much  emaciated.  In  short,  th»^  physician  despaired  of  her 
wholly,  and  sugi^ested  the  propriety  of  tryini^  the  prickly  ash,  sayin;^ 
that  he  had  heard,  when  a  boy,  that  it  had  been  used  successfully  in  that 
disease.  He  tried  it,  and  in  a  short  time  all  the  urgent  symptoms  were 
relieved — the  ulcers  assumed  a  healthy  appearance  and  liealed  up  per- 
fectly— the  only  application  to  them  being  a  little  tallow  upon  a  rag. 
The  disease  appeared  to  have  been  perfectly  eradicated  in  that  case,  there 
liaving  been  no  symptom  of  its  return  during  three  years. 

The  next  case  that  I  saw  was  a  man  some  40  years  of  age — very 
spare  habit.  His  family  was  scrofulous.  His  throat  was  much  scarred 
when  I  saw  him  in  1840.  He  said  that  for  some  years  previous  to  1828, 
he  had  been  much  afflicted  with  scrofula,  not  only  with  the  ulceration 
about  the  jaws,  but  with  violent  pain  in  the  chest,  inflammation  about  the 
eyes  ;  the  water  from  his  eyes  was  so  acrid  that  it  excoriated  his  cheeks. 
After  havir)g,  as  he  expressed  it,  "spent  all  his  earnings  upon  the  doctors 
without  being  benefited  at  all,"  he,  in  18'2S,  applied  to  a  negro-doctor, 
who  gave  him  tlie  pi'ickly  ash  ;  he  was  entirely  cured,  and  remained  free 
from  scrofula  until  his  death,  last  spring. 

The  next  case  that  i  saw  was  that  of  a  young  lady  who  had  had  the 
advice  of  the  most  eminent  of  our  western  physicians  ;  indeed,  she  had 
been  under  the  care  of  one  of  the  most  eminent,  for  some  years,  with 
scarce  even  a  temporary  relief.  She  had  entirely  despaired  of  recovery. 
I  recommended  the  prickly  ash  ;  in  a  few  weeks  all  the  swelling  about 
the  fauces  subsided,  the  gums  and  cheeks  assumed  a  healthy  hue  ;  she 
was  relieved  from  the  violent  headaches  to  which  she  had  been  suliject  for 
years.  She  left  the  country  before  her  cure  was  completed,  and  1  under- 
stand some  of  the  symptoms  have  since  returned. 

1  have  been  thus  particular  in  describing  the  cases,  in  order  that  those 
who  have  better  opportunities  of  forming  a  correct  opinion,  may  decide  as 
to  whether  tliere  be  any  hope  that  this  may  prove  a  specific  in  this  horri- 
ble disease. 

1  take  a  handful  of  the  bark  of  the  stem  or  root,  and  boil  it  in  a 
new  iron  vessel.  1  let  it  stand  until  the  iron  has  blackened  the  tea.  I 
give  it  thrice  daily — let  the  patient  take  as  much  as  the  stomach  will  bear 
without  nausea.     A  little  rhubarb  may  occasionally  be  necessary. 

1  hope  that  my  experience  may  induce  some  of  the  profession  to  try 

•  These  are  not  the  same  plant.  The  Xanthoxyliim  Fraxineuin  is  no  dnubl  the  one  referred  to. 
The  A.ralia  Spinosa  (prickly  sumach),  we  incline  to  think,  possesses  no  medicinal  properties. —£(/• 
Western  Journal. 
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the  rompfly.  1  wonhi  sinrirpst  the  prnprif.'ty  of  mnkinij;  an  inspissated 
pirpnnitioii  ol  I  he  tea  allcr  iho  iron  lias  coinliined  with  it,  for  |)f!lients 
cuniphun  \ov\  much  of  the  hitter  nauseous  taste  of  the  tea. —  Western 
Journal  of  Mnl.  and  Sur<s. 
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Ull.   GIBSON'S   INTKODUCTURY    LECTURK. 

An  introductory  discourse  was  pronounced  bv  Dr.  Gibson,  of  the  Surgi- 
cal Chair  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  ilie  opening  of  the  lec- 
ture term,  Nov.  Isi,  which  is  quite  out  of  the  common  order  on  such  oc- 
ca^sions,  and  well  calculated  to  be  extensively  read  by  those  who  like  to 
know  the  way  to  eminence.  A  large  part  of  the  lecture,  and  by  far  the 
most  intensely  interesting  to  the  general  reader,  relates  entirely  to  the 
professorial  -.uitobiography  of  the  distinguished  surgeon  by  whom  it  was 
delivered.  Dr.  Gibson  gives  a  continuous  narrative  of  events  from  the 
day  he  heard  his  first  medical  lecture,  till  he  took  possession  of  the  pro- 
fessional chair  he  now  so  honorably  sustains.  He  had  a  presentiment 
that  he  should  be  the  successor  of  Dr.  Physick,  and  he  has  lived  to  re- 
alize his  high  expectations.  That  he  is  a  miracle  of  industry,  is  placed 
beyond  all  manner  of  doubt.  Such  constant  and  indefatigable  persever- 
ance as  seems  to  have  characterized  Dr.  Gibson's  whole  life,  deserves  to 
be  rewarded  with  the  praise  of  men.  After  saying  this,  we  shall  extract 
an  occasional  passage,  leaving  it  to  the  medical  world  to  say  just  what  it 
may  please  of  the  style  of  his  performance.  That  it  is  wholly  and  en- 
tirely unlike  any  otlier  extant,  it  will  not  be  denied.  If  Dr.  Gibson  were 
not  in  a  commanding  position,  which  he  is  abundaruly  strong  enough  to 
sustain  with  might  and  digniiv,  the  medical  press  would  assuredly  fall 
upon  him  pell-mell,  and  that  without  mercy. 

"  Fifty  years  ago  I  had  the  honor  of  being  born  in  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore and  Slate  of  Maryland,  and  am,  therefore,  like  many  of  yourselves, 
a  native  Anjerican  and  a  southern  man.  After  receiving  the  best  intel- 
lectual education  Annapolis  and  Princeton  afforded,  I  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  attended,  in  1S06,  a  course  of  lectures  in  this  Uni- 
versity. Three  hours  after  my  arrival  in  town  1  heard  the  first  public 
lecture  lever  listened  to.  It  was  from  my  distinguished  predecessor — the 
late  Dr.  Physick.  Struck  with  the  peculiar  appearance  of  that  extraordi- 
nary man,  and  with  the  precepts  he  poured  forth,  my  attention  was  riveted 
to  every  action  he  displayed  and  to  every  word  that  fell  from  his  lips.  I 
retired  to  n)y  lodginrrs,  kept  by  a  very  respectable  widow  lady,  and  mused 
for  hours  over  the  wonders  I  had  seen  and  heard.  Whilst  rapt  in  the 
deepest  study  and  completely  abstracted,  I  was  roused  from  my  reverie 
by  the  touch  of  my  kind  landlady,  at  whose  fireside  I  was  silting,  and 
asked  what  I  was  thinking  so  seriously  about?  Almost  unconsciously  I 
replied,  I  am  thinking  of  Dr.  Physick  and  his  lecture,  and  intend,  some 
day  or  other,  to  occupy  his  place.  Soon  afterwards  the  boarders  were  as- 
sembled around  the  social  nieal,  and  after  tea  had  been  furnished  to  each, 
my  kind  hostess,  having  nothing  else  to  do,  said  in  tones  that  touched  me 
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to  the  quick,  "  What  ilo  you  thiriU,  Gentlemen,  this  younj^  man  says? 
he  says  he  intends  to  have  Dr.  Phv'ii'^k's  place."  In  vain  I  [)ui  forth  my 
hands,  imploringly,  to  slop  her  longne  ;  wiih  relentless  and  mischievous 
pleasure  she  reiterated  ihe  charge  ;  and  I  had  the  mortification  of  receiv- 
ing everv  species  of  home-thrust  that  sarcastic  ingenuity  could  invent. 
For  weeks  afterwards  the  roars  and  shouts  of  the  table  rung  in  my  ears  ; 
and  many  a  sly  glance  and  curl  of  the  lip  afterwards  lold  what  the 
thoughts  of  my  associates  were.  V<\\ed,  however,  and  annoyed  as  I  was  at 
thus  beinu  made  a  target  lo  be  shot  at,  the  idea,  which  sounceremoniously 
took  possession  of  my  soul,  w^^  never  for  a  moment  lost  sight  of,  but 
haunted  mv  dreams  by  night  and  my  thoughts  by  day.  After  close  of 
the  lectures  I  sailed  for  Europe  and  first  repaired  to  Edinburgh,  where  I 
spent  the  summer  in  witnessing  the  private  practice  and  operations  of 
the  celebrated  John  Bell,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his  glory;  in  attending 
botanical  and  natural  history  lectures;  in  devoting  particular  attention  to 
hospital  practice  ;  and  in  replenishing  my  stores  of  classical  knowledge 
under  Adam  and  Dalzell  and  other  eminent  linguists  of  the  day.      "^      ^ 

"Three  years  and  upwards  I  remained  in  Europe,  devoting  n)y5=elf 
assiduously  lo  medical  and  surgical  pursuits,  collecting  ail  the  scarce  and 
valuable  books,  ancient  and  modern,  I  could  lay  my  hands  upon,  hunting 
up  instruments  and  apparatus  of  every  description,  of  the  rrmsl  costly  ma- 
terials, for  private  use  and  for  class  demonstrations,  and,  in  fact,  spending 
a  little  fortune  in  such  articles.  Having  accomplished  all  I  wished,  I  re- 
turned home  and  settled  in  my  native  town.  #  #  ^  # 

"  During  the  whole  of  my  sojourn  in  my  native  city  I  constantly  said 
to  my  friends  I  am  a  great  believer  in  destiny,  and  feel  confident  that  my 
residence  here  will  be  temporary  merely  ;  told  them  of  the  idea  which 
had  taken  forcible  possession  of  my  mind  whilst  a  student,  and  which 
never  for  a  dw  had  been  absent  from  my  thouLjlits  ;  said  I  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  Dr.  Physick's  chair,  and  ('ould  almost  venture  to  tell  the  hour 
at  which  the  appointment  would  be  made.  That  hour,  true  to  my  predic- 
tion, at  la<t  arrived.  The  lamented  Dorsey  had  been  chosen,  in  place  of 
the  late  Dr.  Wisiar.  professor  of  Anatomy,  but  survived  only  loiii:  enough 
to  deliver  an  introductory  lecture.  The  anatomical  course,  ns  well  as 
the  surgical,  was  carried  on  by  Dr.  Physick.  At  the  termination  of  the 
course,  it  became  a  question  whether  Dr.  Pliysick  should  abandon  the 
surgical  chair,  originally  instituted  for  him,  and  which  he  had  occupied 
fifteen  years,  and  become  a  candidate  for  the  anatomical  one,  or  a  new 
anatomical  professor  be  appointed  in  place  of  Dr.  Dorsey.  By  advice  of 
most  of  his  colleagues  and  friends,  and  in  accordance  with  his  own  wishes, 
Dr.  Physick  resigned  his  surgical  chair,  and,  without  opposition  of  conse- 
quence, was  appointed  to  the  anatomical.  ^  #  #  # 

"  My  appointn^ent  lo  Dr.  Physick's  chair  took  place  in  September,  1819 
— rather  more  than  twentv-one  years  ago.  I  had  immense  opposition  to 
contend  with  —  the  place  being  sought  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  sur- 
geons of  the  town,  and  of  the  United  States  ;  indeed,  a  petition  was 
siirned  by  almost  all,  1  believe,  of  the  medical  men  of  Philadelphia,  un- 
connected with  the  University,  and  presented  to  the  Trustees,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  appointment  of  any  one  not  belonging  lo  the  ciiy — cer- 
tainly upon  very  untenable  grounds,  inasmuch  as  the  school  had,  from 
time  immemorial,  been  supplied  with  students  not  chiefly  from  Philadel- 
phia, but  from  every  district  in  the  Union, and  principally  from  the  South." 

"  My  first  step,  after  receiving  the  appointment,  was  to  inquire  for    and 
seek  out  my  old  landlady — wondering  if  she  would   recollect  me  and  my 
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proclinions.  Murh  to  my  sorrow,  liowcvor,  I  found  slic  had  departed  this 
life  some  yp^rs  before.  Hut  foriuiialely  I  was  enabled  to  trace  her 
daughter  and  present  myself  to  her  noiice.  Firidini^  she  did  not  recollect 
me,  I  exrlaiined,  "  Is  it  possible,  Miss  Bet.se v,  you  dou'i  rcrneniber  the 
young  Virginia  doclor — for  hv  thai  sobriquet  all  sttidents  at  iliai  period 
were  known — who  impudently  told  your  mother  he  meant  to  have  Dr. 
Physirk's  place."  1  thought  she  would  have  eaten  me  up  with  kindness, 
for  .^he  look  hold  of  me,  danced  about  the  room  like  a  i^nrl  of  filiecn, 
looked  into  my  fare  aiijiin  and  ajjain  to  see  if  she  cotild  trace  any  former 
resemlilance,  asked  innumerable  questions  about  where  I  had  been,  what  I 
had  been  doino-,  and  havinir  satisfied  her  curiosity  and  gotten  over  her 
astonishment,  bei^an  to  calculate  how  long  it  had  been  since  I  had  prophe- 
cied  lo  her  mother,  and  made  it  out  just  thirteen   years.  "^  ^ 

"  And  now.  Gentlemen,  you  will  perceive,  from  the  short  history  I 
have  presumed  to  furnish,  that  I  have  been  for  thirty  years  engaged  in 
lectunnu  upon  the  principles  and  practice  of  surgery,  first  in  the  University 
of  Maryland,  and  next  in  the  University  of  Peimsylvania  as  the  succes- 
sor of  the  late  Dr.  Piiysick,  to  whose  hands  and  my  own  has  the  chair,  so 
far,  been  only  entru>ied  ;  that  for  the  same  number  of  years  I  have  had. 
charge  of  one  or  more  hospitals,  where  I  have  constantly  delivered  clini- 
cal lectures  and  performed  the  rr)ost  intricate  and  difficult  operations; 
that  I  have  devoted  myself,  assiduously,  to  the  formation  of  a  surgical 
cabinet,  the  most  extensive,  undoubtedly,  in  the  United  States,  and  not 
inferior  to  some  of  the  best  in  Europe;  that  I  have  had  for  the  best  part 
of  my  life  an  extensive  private  practice,  and  have  enjoyed  from  European 
education  and  the  advantages  obtained  there  theoretically  and  practically, 
and  from  collecting  all  ("orms  of  instruments  and  apparatus  calculated  to 
illustrate  lectures,  opportunities  which  few,  if  any,  Americans  can 
boast  of. 

"Let  me  assure  you  most  solemnly,  that  I  do  not  make  these  state- 
ments for  display,  or  to  enhance  my  own  importance  in  your  estimation. 
So  far  from  it,  I  would  willingly  have  shrunk  from  the  task  of  even  doing 
myself  justice.  But  the  times  are  portentous  of  evil,  and  quackery,  in 
one  shape  or  another,  is  overrunning  the  land,  so  that  the  strangest  fabri- 
cations are  afloat  calculated  to  dazzle  or  blind  the  most  intelligent  minds; 
assertions  bearing  all  the  stamp  of  certainty  upon  their  front  are  boldly 
and  unhesitatingly  made,  which  if  not  as  peremptorily  denied  are  likely 
to  be  received  as  truths,  by  those  who  would  be  unwilling  themselves  to 

*  Distort  the  trntb,  ncnnnulate  tlie  lie, 
And  pile  the  pyramid  of  calumny.' 

**  My  object,  then,  from  beginning  to  end  of  this  discourse,  has  been  to 
speak  for  myself,  well  knowing  that  now-a-days,  every  man  must  do  that, 
or  not  be  spoken  for  at  all,  and  like  John  Randolph's  butter,  must  be  old 
enough  and  strong  enough  to  take  his  own  part.  'Johnny,'  said  a  peda- 
gogue, *  you  have  always  been  the  best  boy  in  my  school,  and  never  told 
me  a  lie  in  your  life  ;  come,  then,  my  little  man,  speak  out,  and  let  me 
know  who  threw  that  pound  of  butter  against  the  wall,  for  not  one  of 
those  big  fellows  will  say  a  word.'  '  You  had  better,'  said  Johnny,  '  ask 
the  butter,  it  is  old  enough  to  speak  for  itself.'  Now  you  will  meet  with 
many,  no  doubt,  disposed  to  represent  me  as  old,  'stale,  flat  and  unprofit- 
able' as  that  butter.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  one  thing  is  certain — 
that  I  never  intend,  if  speaking  for  myself  can  prevent  it,  *  to  go  to  the 
wall.'  " 


•W  Aledical  Inttlligence. 

Deformities  of  the  Wrist,  from  Fractures. — A  New- York  correspondent 
has  conferred  a  favor  in  furnishint^  the  Journal  with  Dr.  Mou's  clinical 
observations  in  regard  lo  that  un^yminelrical  appearance  of  the  wrist 
which  is  often  noticeable  after  the  re-union  of  the  radius,  and  sometimes 
of  the  ulna,  wlien  fractured  near  their  lower  extremities.  Every  surgeon 
of  extensive  practice,  it  is  presumed,  has  long  since  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  they  are  difficult  bone.s  to  re-shape  under  such  circumstances. 
Although  we  do  not  now  recollect  what  Dr.  Warren  or  Dr.  Hayward  n»ay 
have  said  on  this  subject,  in  their  lectures,  it  is  quite  certain  that  ihey  are 
familiar  with  the  anxieties  of  a  surgical  attendant,  and  have  doubiless 
often  warned  their  pupils  of  this  condition  of  the  bones  of  the  wrist,  as  of  all 
other  untoward  things  that  may  occur  in  the  manageir>enl  of  broken  bones. 
Dr.  Howe,  of  JafTrey,  the  able  president  of  the  iMedical  Society  of  New 
Hampshire,  has,  with  characteristic  ingenuity,  invented  an  apparatus  ex- 
pressly for  fractures  of  the  bones  entering  into  the  composition  of  this 
joint,  which  was  exhibited  at  the  late  Fair  in  this  city.  His  remarks,  in 
the  course  of  an  explanation  upon  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this 
instrument,  not  only  left  an  impression  that  he  considered  a  deformity  very 
likely  lo  follow  a  fracture  at  that  place,  but  that  he  felt  a  strong  desire  lo 
ascertain  whether  such  a  result  could  not  be  obviated  by  some  mechanical 
device,  which  was  yet  a  desideratum  in  surgical  practice. 


Bloomingdale  Orthopedic  Institution. — Within  a  sliort  time  these  do- 
mestic hospitals,  with  a  new  name,  the  meaning  of  which  seems  to  be 
ifnperfeclly  understood  vvhere  it  is  most  desirable  to  be  informed,  have 
sprung  up  in  the  principal  Atlantic  cities,  and  flourish  with  surprising 
vigor.  Their  success  is  solely  owing  to  the  generally  supposed  fact,  that 
they  are  conferring  a  great  benefit  on  the  community.  The  gentlemen 
who  conduct  them,  become  expert  in  operations,  from  the  frequency  with 
which  ihey  are  performed  ;  and  providing  themselves  with  a  multitude  of 
apparatus,  of  the  most  ingenious  construction,  are  able  to  meet  all  sorts  of 
delormities.  Although  the  general  hospitals  throughout  the  country  are 
amply  provided  with  all  the  conveniences  that  it  is  possible  for  any  indi- 
vidual to  collect,  there  are  patients  who  will  always  prefer  private  accom- 
modations, and  the  services  of  a  surgeon  of  their  own  choice,  to  any 
great  institution,  however  high  its  reputation.  Again,  people  have  their 
likes  and  dislikes  to  men,  without  regard  to  their  professional  skill  or  at- 
tainments; and  this,  and  often  this  alone,  is  the  secret  of  one  man's  suc- 
cess over  another  of  equal  experience  and  learning,  residing  in  the  same 
street.  The  Bloomingdale  Orthopedic  Institution  is  the  creation  of  Dr. 
Molt,  the  reading  of  whose  circular  led  to  these  reflections.  That  Dr.  M. 
is  an  accomplished  surgeon,  no  one  thinks  of  questioning.  Let  him  be 
where  he  will,  business  will  follow — and  we  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  the 
institution  under  his  charge  will  be  eminently  successful. 


New  Works  in  London. — Pereira's  Materia  Medica,  the  new  edition, 
thoroughly  revised,  will  be  ready  on  January  the  1st. — Liston's  Elements 
of  Surgery,  greatly  enlarged,  with  nearly  one  hundred  wood  engravings, 
and  three  copper-plates,  the  second  edition. — Practical  and  Surgical  Anato- 
my. By  W.  J.  Erasmus  Wilson,  Lecturer  on  Practical  and  Surgical 
Anatomy  and  Physiology. — The  Principles  of  Midwifery,  including  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.     By  John  Burns,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Re- 
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gins  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Glaspfow,  &c.  tSrc.  —  Hu- 
man Phy^^iolopy.  Hy  .1.  Ellioison,  M.  I).,  F.Ji.S.  —  New  edition  of  Dr. 
Holland's  AJediial  Noles,  in  one  voi.jbvo. 


Mahiuki),— At  Now  York,  VV.  Sutton,  M.O.,  to  Miss  II.  A.  Lock.— AtPhiladcl- 
phia,  iJr.  .loscj)li  llopkinsoii,  U.  S.  N.,  to  iMis.s  J.  L.  McCrcu — At  Riileitjli,  IS.  C., 
Johnston  Jones,  M.l).,  to  MissM.  A.  JStowart. 

DiKp, — At  Pinckncyville,  Miss.,  Dr.  VVchh,  by  shootinL'  liiniself  through  the 
licad.— At  Newhurn,  N.  C.,  (ieorjre  Saunth-rs,  M.l).,  .'W —At  New  Orleans,  Dr. 
Samuel  W.  Rulf,  V.  S.  N.— On  hoard  the  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  at  sea,  Oet.  '^^d, 
Edward  McKinley,  Ai.l).,  As-Distant  Surireon  U.  S.  N.,  of  Phdadelphia. —  In  Hurt 
Co.,  Ky.,  Dr.  William  P.  Savage,  in  his  26th  year. 

Number  of  dealhs  in  Boston  for  Ihe  week  ending  Dec  4,fi4.— Males,  20;    FeinnJeR,  14.     Stillborn,  2. 

Of  coiisninplion,   9— ciiiiil-lji-il,  I — scvirlei  (over,  7 — infanlile,  3— lung  lever,  3 — dropsy,   1 — burn,  1 — 
disease  of  ilie  spice,  i — diurrhcca,  1  —  teeihing,  1 — old  age,  1 — scrofula,  1 — niCMsles,  1 — croup,  2. 
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Kept  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester,  Ms.     Lat.  42°  J 5  40". 
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[  Indian   summer.      Continues    mild    and 
f         pleasant  weather. 

.32  inch  of  rain. 


Snow  storm  commenced  8  A.  M.,  and  con- 
tinued with  rain  through  the  day.  .42 
inch  of  rain  and  4  inches  of  snow. 

.43  inch  of  rain. 

Snow  squall  at  3  P.  M. 

Rain  in  the  night.     .17  inch  fell. 

High  wind. 


Aurora  borenlis,  continuing  very  brilliant 

through  the  night. 
.98  inch  of  rain  in  the  night. 

.88  inch  of  rain. 


Rain  and  .snow  in  the  night. 
.40  inch  of  rain. 

Snow  in  the  night— high  wind. 

.22  inch  ot  rain. 

6  inches  of  snow  fell. 


The  weather  during  the  month  has  generally  been  fair  and  warm  lor  the  season.     The  thermometer 
has  ranged  from  18  to  64  ;  barometer,  from  28.76  to  29.94.     Fall  of  snow,  10  inches  ;  rain,  4.17  inches. 


MKDICAL    SCHOOL   OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  14th  day  of  February,  1842, 
and  continue  three  months. 


.Joseph  Roby,  M.D. 
Wll,I,IAM   SwiiKrsKR,   M.D. 
Erk.nezer  Wells,  M.D. 
Parker  Clewela.nd,  M.D. 


Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  -  -  -  - 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  -  -  - 

Obstetrics,  by       ....... 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medi'a,  by       -  -  -         - 

The  Library  contains  about  3(  00  vols,  principally  modem  works. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  Institution,  is  required  j)reviousIy  to  present  ■atisfactorr 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  Lectures  is  850,  payable  in  advance.     Graduation  fee,  $10. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  ni  the  following  Commencement 
of  the  College  in  September.  PARKER  CLEAVELaND,  iccrerory. 

Brunswick,  October,  1811.  D.  8— eop6t 


99S  Medical  Advertisements.  % 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscriber,  Phyjticiaii  and  Sur^eoa  lo  ihc  Mtniit-  Hospital,  Ctielsea,  will  receive  pupiU  and  give 
pMr:>oiial  iiiniruciioii  ill  tile  various  brdiichcib  ol  niediciil  scieiiie.  He  will  devote  to  them  such  lime, 
aud  art'ord  ttieui  suc-ti  o|t|>ortuiiilies  and  luiiliiie.^  tor  Aliidy  and  iiractice,  as  are  essential  tor  a  thorough 
and  prrtciicul  iiit-dical  education.  Tlie  iiirdictd  and  9ur>{ical  ])raclite  ol  the  Hospital  will  be  constantly 
open  to  his  students,  and  clinical  in-^truction,  on  the  cas^s  as  they  occur,  will  be  given.  Abundant  fa- 
cilities lor  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  ormuteria  inudica  and  the  dis|)ensiiig  ol  medicines  will  be 
att'orded. — For  terms,  aud  more  particular  inlormatioii,  application  can  be  made  at  the  Honpital  or  by 
letter.  GEORGE   VV.  OTlri,  JR. 

Chelsea,  September,  1841.  8ep.8 — eoptf. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  iindersiijned  have  united  for  the  purjxtse  of  receiving  studentH  in  medicine  and  afTordinp  them  a 
coiaplete  prores.-»ioniii  education.     The  lollowiug  are  some  ot  the  iidvanlagi  s  which  are  oftered. 

SlUileiil-i  will  be  admitted  lo  the  medic. il  and  siiigical  practice  ol  the  .Massachusetts  (Jeneral  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  the  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  i.uiigs.  At  the  llosjiilal,  Dr.  IJowdilch  will  deliver  a 
eourse  of  clinical  lectures;  and  there,  but  more  particularly  at  the  inlirmary,  the  students  will  be 
practised  in  tlie  physical  evaminatioii  of  pulmoiiar>  diseases. 

OiUMsiOMril  oppiirtiiniiius  will  be  had  lor  jMivate  juactice  in  midwiCery,  surgery,  &;c.,  in  one  of  the 
largest  dis|)eiisaries  of  the  city. 

Arraimeaients  liive  l)een  made  for  an  abuiiilant  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
and  students  may  teel  assured  notliiiii;  will  be  wantimj  in  this  department. 

A  meeting  of  r  lie  students  lor  the  purpose  of  reporting  cases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, will  be  held  weekly,  under  ihe  sujierintendence  of  one  ol  the  inslructers. 

Gvjiitlemeu,  jirevious   to   presenting   themselves   for   their  degrees,   will  be  specially  and   minutely 
examined  in  the  dillerent  branches  with  a   view  to  their  creditable  appearance. 
A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  follows. 

On  Diseases  of  Ihe  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by  ....        Dr.  Bowditch. 

Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry,  by         -         -         .         .  .         .     Dr  Wiley. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    - Dii.  Sii  attlck. 

Descriptive  and  Practical  .\natomy  and  Surgery,  by  -  -        Dii.  P.vrk.man. 

Rooms  fur  study,  fuel,  and  liglit,  free  of  e\]»eiise. 

For  terms,  apply  to  S.  Parkman,  M.D.,  196  Tremont  street. 

11.  I.   HOWDITCII,  G.  C.  SIIATTUCK,  JR. 

O.   13— eoptf  H.  G.  WILEY,  S.  PARKMAN. 

TO   PHYSICIANS 

A  PHYSICIAN  in  one  of  the  most  pleasant  villages  in  ilie  State,  about  30  miles  from  Boston,  wishes  to 
disiiose  of  and  leave  his  situation.  Practice  from  $1500  to  $:dOOO  yearly.  For  particulars,  address  the 
editor.  Nov.  21— 3t 

REMOVAL. 

A.  F.  BxRTLETT  has  removed  to  No.  3  Win'er,  corner  of  Washington  St.,  where  Dr.  Chapin's  Utero- 
Abdominal  Supporters  may  be  obtained  as  improved  by  Mr.  B.  D.  1. — 3t 

ABDOMINAL    SUITORTERS. 

Dr.  Hay.ves'.s  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  (irofession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  oilice.  Price,  with  perineal  straj),  only  .'J>4 — without,  $3,50.  By  addressing  the 
publislicr.   No.  181  Washington  street,  jiliysiciaiis  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A.  19 

The  Supiiortrrs  may  also  be  obtained  «)f  the  following  agents: — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs.  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton  ;  .\.  Harris,  Coleiirook  ;  M.Parker,  Acworth  •,  J.Crosby,  Meredith  ;  E.  Bartlett, 
Haverhill;  D.  Crosby,  Hanover ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst;  J.  Smith,  Dover;  J.  C.  Eastman,  Ham- 
stead;  C.  B.  Hamilton,  Lyme  ;  Stickney  &  Devter,  Lancaster  ;  J.  B.  Abbott,  Boscawen  ;  N.  Kendall 
<fc  Co.,  Nashua.  In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jcwett,  St.  Johnsbury.  L.  S.  Bartlett,  Lowell,  Mass.  J.  Balch, 
Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

INSTRUMENTS. 

Theodore  Metcalf,  Apothecary,  No.  33  Trem  )nt  Row,  offers  to  surgeons  and  dentists,  the  best 
selected  assortment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  in  the  city  :  consisting  in  part  of  Amputating,  Trepan- 
ning, Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eve  and  Coc.per's  Cases;  Scarificators,  Catheters, 
Bougies,  Stomach  Puni|)s,  Injecliiig  do..  Spring  and  Tliunib  Lancets,  Di-ssecting  and  Dressing  Scissors, 
Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries;  Dressiu":,  Dissecting,  Pohpus  and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsil  Instruments, 
6cc.  &c.  of  American  and  English  manufarliire. 

Extracting  Forcei)s,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly,  of  superior  form  and  finish  ;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Plug- 
gers.  Drills,  Files  ;  Cutting,  S|)Iitting  and  Pnnching  Forceps  ;  Gold  and  Platiua  Plate  and  Wire,  Solder 
and  Springs,  Gold  and  Tin  Foil,  Mineual  Teeth,  in  great  variety  (much  the  largest  assortment  to  be 
found  in  N.  England),  Grindstoues,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  de- 
partments of  Dentistry. 

All  orders  froin  the  country  carefully  and  promptly  executed.  D.  1. — 6ra 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  181  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  coi)ies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  leler- 
ence.    Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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SiNcn,  liierefore,  every  disease  consists  fundamentally  in  some  alteration 
of  the  pi'operlies  of  life,  you  will  at  once  perceive  tliat  physiology  is  the 
most  important  element  of  medical  education.  Its  knowledge  necessarily 
involves  that  of  anatomy,  and  all  practice,  which  does  not  constantly  re-" 
fer  to  the  tissues  diseased  and  to  the  modified  conditions  of  the  vital  prd-i 
perlies,  is  j)urely  empirical.  Empiricisiri,  however,  may  be  of  an  en- 
liiijhtened  nature  under  the  direction  of  rare  genius  ;  but,  in  all  other 
hands,  it  embarrasses  nature,  and  is  a  curse  to  mankind.  Of  this  you 
will  meet  with  demonstrations  in  your  professional  intercourse.  You 
will  also  occasionally  witness  the  triumph  of  mind  over  the  most  absolute 
defects  of  education.  In  all  such  instances,  however,  you  will  see  it 
glancing  at  the  whole  array  of  symptoms,  and  forming  its  conclusions 
from  nicely  balanced  combinations  of  the  whole  with  that  store-house  of 
experience  which  is  garnered  up  as  a  necessary  guide  to  the  solution  of 
every  new  problem.  These  problems  are  as  various  as  every  case  of 
disease,  and  as  every  variation  it  may  undergo  during  its  decline,  or  in  its 
advances  to  a  fatal  termination.  Thence  is  it,  that  without  our  funda- 
mental requisites,  genius,  combined  with  observation,  must  be  often  at 
fault ;  and  it  may  be  difficult  to  say  whether  its  success  will  compensate 
for  its  failures  and  mistakes. 

But,  qualifications  of  this  order  are  rare  examples,  and  the  most  usual 
consequences  of  deficiency  in  anatomical  and  physiological  acquirements, 
are  the  most  appalling  ignorance  of  disease  and  a  frightful  destruction  of 
iiuman  life. 

Let  us  call  up  another  large  and  better  class  of  practitioners — educated, 
and  often  erudite  men,  but  who  make  not  a  proper  application  of  their 
knowledge — as  was  well  said  of  Broussais,  on  Monday  evening.  Thd 
special  evil  with  this  class,  if  we  except  the  Broussaians,  consists  in  not 
regarding  the  properties  of  life  as  they  are  naturally  modified  in  the  va- 
rious textures  of  the  body,  and  in  not  considering  disease  as  consistino- 
essentially  in  morbid  alterations  of  these  properties.  This  class  embraces 
many  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  our  age,  and  their  train  of  follow- 
ers, especially  in  Europe,  makes  up  no  small  part  of  the  profession. 
They  have  generally  but  an  imperfect  apprehension  of  the  properties  of 
life,  and  whilst  they  allow  of  their  existence — nay,  more,  whilst  many 
of  them  maintain  the  extraordinary  doctrine  of  their  existence  in  the 
19 
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elements  of  matter,  by  the  stranj^est  contradiclion,  and  in  violation  of 
that  fiindaMienlal  principle  in  philosophy  which  piohihiis  an  unnecessary 
niuUiplication  of  causes,  they  mainiain  that  all  the  great  vital  processes, 
all  the  secretions,  &j,c.,  are  carried  on  by  the  forces  which  govern  dead 
maii^M-,  and  of  which  iixa  chemical  are  supposed  to  be  mainly  instrumental. 

This  doctrine  shuts  out,  of  course,  all  true  pathol();:y  ;  and  yet  are 
these  the  philosophers  who  are  now  most  ardently  engaged  in  developing 
those  lesions  of  organization  which  result  from  morbid  processes,  but  in 
the  production  of  which  it  would  seem  to  be  sufficiently  obvious  that  to- 
tally different  causes  have  been  concerned,  than  such  as  prevail  in  the 
inoriianic  world.  Manv  of  them  have  also  ^one  back  to  an  opinion 
which  prevailed  in  the  dark  ages,  that  all  disease  consists  essentially  in 
a  primary  lesion  of  organization,  but  without  revealing  to  us  any  more 
than  tlieir  benighted  ancestors,  how  those  changes  of  structure  come  to 
pass.  But,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  multiplying  causes,  and  of  placing 
them  in  the  same  relative  contradiction  in  which  they  have  arrayed 
the  vital  and  chemical  forces,  they  have  also  gone  back  to  the  humoral 
pathology,  and  whilst  they  tell  us  that  the  essential  cause  of  disease  con- 
sists in  a  lesion  of  organization,  which  is  independent  of  all  agency  of 
the  vital  properties  and  of  the  forces  of  chemistry,  they  also  affirm  that 
its  essential  cause  consists  in  a  vitiated  state  of  the  blood.  1  will  not  now 
tell  you  of  the  practical  conclusions  which  have  been  founded  upon  this 
utter  confusion  of  causes. 

The  physical  doctrines  of  life  have  had  their  sway  at  various  eras, 
though  especially  characteristic  of  our  own  age;  and  the  humoral  pa- 
thology had  been  an  appendage  of  almost  every  system  till  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century.  It  was  then  that  solidism  began  to  rise  with  the 
radiant  beams  of  that  vitalism  which  gave  animation  to  medicine  from 
Hippocrates  to  Celsus,  and  before  which  the  humoral  pathology  was  but 
as  a  withered  weed,  until  finally,  after  many  centuries  of  stinted  growth, 
it  was  plucked  up  and  forgotten.  Tlie  appearance  of  Hunter  and  Bichat 
swept  away  every  vestige  of  that  philosophy  which  had  so  often  disfigured 
the  science  of  medicine.  Tiedemann,  and  other  illustrious  vital  physiolo- 
gists, followed  in  the  wake.  You  may  know  their  philosophy  by  a 
single  passage  from  the  great  German  physiologist.  "  Already,"  he 
says,  *'  it  has  been  more  than  once  attempted  to  deduce  life  from  the  laws 
of  mechanics,  physics,  and  chemistry.  This  error  has  been  committed," 
he  goes  on,  "  by  physiologists  and  physicians  of  the  iatro-mathematic 
and  iatro-chemical  schools.  But,  in  every  age,  distinguished  naturalists 
discovered  this  error  and  opposed  it." 

^^  Xiuoug  physical  people,"  says  Hunter,  ''we  find  such  expressions 
in  common  use,  as,  the  humors  are  affected  in  the  blood  ;  sharp  humors 
in  the  blood  ;  the  whole  blood  being  in  a  bad  state ;  the  whole  blood  must 
be  altered,  or  corrected  ;  and  a  variety  of  such  expressions,  without  mean- 
ing. They  even  go  so  far  as  to  have  hereditary  humors,  as  gout,  scro- 
fula, &ic.,  and  make  us  the  parents  of  our  own  humors,  saying  that  we 
breed  bad  humors.  In  short,  the  whole  theory  of  disease  has  been  built 
upon  the  supposition  of  humors  in  the  blood,  or  of  the  blood  itself  being 
changed.     1  cannot  conceive,"  he  adds,  "  what  is  meant  by  it."     But, 
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what   Hunter  avows  he  could  nol  cotDprolioncI,  is   now   consecrated  as 
lliu  science,  ol  m('(li(!)n('. 

But  |)(M-liaj)s  lluiiUM'  was  dull  of  apijiclicnsion,  though  lie  studied  or- 
ganic nature  more  extensiv'(!ly,  and  more  laboriously,  than  any  other  man, 
before  or  since.  If  we  consult  the  opinion  of  Bichat  U[)on  the  same 
physical  doctrines  oflife  and  disease,  we  shall  still  find  that  their  successors 
are  a[)t  to  consider  dulness  of  apprehension  to  consist  in  the  ratio  of 
genius  and  observation.  -'To  ivliat  errors  have  not  mankind  been  led," 
says  Bichat,  "in  the  employment  and  denomination  of  medicines?  They 
created  (Icobstnicuts,  when  the  theory  o{  obstruction  was  in  fashion — and 
incisivcs  when  that  of  the  tliickcning  of  the  humors  prevailed.  The 
expressions  of  diluents  and  attenuants  were  common  before  this  period. 
VVJien  it  was  necessary  to  blunt  the  acrid  particles,  they  created  invis- 
cants,  incrassants,  &c.  Those  who  saw  in  diseases  only  a  relaxation  or 
tension  of  the  (ibres,  the  laxum  and  strictum  as  they  called  it,  employed 
astringents  and  relaxants.  Refrigerants  and  heating  remedies  were 
brought  into  use  by  those  who  had  a  special  regard  in  diseases  to  an  ex- 
cess or  deficiency  of  caloric.  The  same  identical  remedies  have  been 
employed  under  different  names,  according  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  supposed  to  act.  Deobstruent  in  one  case,  relaxant  in  another,  re- 
frigerant  in  another,  the  same  medicine  has  been  employed  with  all  these 
opposite  views ;  so  true  is  it  that  the  mind  of  man  gropes  in  the  dark, 
when  it  is  guided  only  by  the  wildness  of  opinion." 

But,  what  Bichat  thus  describes  as  having  only  successively  prevailed 
at  different  eias  of  medicine,  is  now  bodily  incorporated  into  the  science, 
and  constitutes,  in  Europe,  especially,  its  whole  essential  feature.  Were 
this  kind  of  medicine  truly  founded  in  nature,  you  readily  perceive  that 
it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  do  more  than  simply  to  slate  the  facts,  and 
that  my  course  of  instruction  might  properly  terminate  with  this  introduc- 
tory lecture.  There  would  be  no  'principles,  no  institutes,  no  laws,  no 
variety  to  expound  ;  and  we  might  lie  down  at  once  with  Brandreth  and 
Morison. 

Bichat,  having  drawn  the  poi'trait  of  his  predecessors  and  of  many  co- 
temporaries,  which  I  have  just  exhibited  to  your  observation,  is  then  led  to 
apostrophize: — '-Hence,"  he  says,  "the  vagueness  and  uncei'tainty  our 
science  presents  at  this  day.  An  incoherent  assemblage  of  incoherent 
opinions,  it  is,  perhaps,  of  all  the  physiological  sciences,  that  which  best 
shows  the  caprice  of  the  human  mind.  What  do  I  say?  It  is  not  a. 
science  for  a  methodical  mind.  It  is  a  shapeless  assemblage  of  inaccurate 
ideas,  of  observations  often  puerile,  of  deceptive  remedies,  and  of  formula? 
as  fantastically  conceived,  as  they  are  tediously  arranged." 

Such,  then,  was  also  Bichat's  obtuseness  of  apprehension.  But,  gen- 
tlemen, neither  Hunter,  nor  Bichat,  nor  Tiedemann,  nor  any  of  their 
great  com|)eers  in  the  investigation  of  nature,  were  the  dunces  which  the 
hypotheses  of  our  own  day  would  declare  them.  An  Augean  work  was 
then  accomplished  by  a  stream  which  may  be  now  and  then  obstructed, 
but  which  will  forever  break  up  the  barriers,  and  sweep  away  the  ofTals 
that  may  accumulate  in  the  dry  channel  below. 

Hunter  expounded,  more  amply  than   his  predecessors,  the  doctrines  of 
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life,  and  founded  upon  thenj  the  only  true  systems  of  palholocjy.  His 
inasierly  analysis  of  iuHamuialion  exeM)|)li(i(s  ilie  whole  ran^^e  of  dis^Mse, 
and  its  pliilosophy  lies  at  the  found  ition  of  the  whole;  tliouirJi  |  by  no 
means  intend  to  imply  ihit  all  diseases  are  inflammatory.  But,  if  it  be 
true  that  inHammaiion  is  essentially  constituted  l)y  mi^hid  changes  of  the 
vital  properties  and  functions,  then  may  the  same  affirmation  he  made  of 
every  other  deviation  from  a  state  of  heallli.  This  will  he  rendered  ap- 
parent liereafter,  when  1  come  to  speak  at  lart^e  of  the  laws  and  the 
analogies  of  nature.  It  was  Hunter,  also,  who  first  disclosed  the  modifi- 
cations or  peculiar  conditions  of  the  properties  of  life  in  their  relation  to 
different  organs,  and  the  different  tissues  of  the  same  organ. 

Scarcely  had  this  extraordinary  man  disappeared,  when  Bichat  took  up 
the  great  subjects,  and  carried  the  whole  world  before  him.  His  doctrine 
ot  life,  and  the  pathology  which  is  founded  upon  it,  recognizes  no  physical 
agencies  beyond  those  foreign  causes  which  niaintain  the  vital  powers  in 
operation,  or  which  convert  them  from  their  natural  to  morbid  conditions. 
He  analyzed  the  vital  principle  more  extensively  than  had  been  done  by 
Hunter,  and  though  deeply  indebted  to  this  philosopher,  he  pays  no  tri- 
bute to  his  unexampled  labors  or  his  exalted  services.  But  nothing  can 
impair  the  claim  which  mind  establishes  to  its  own  property.  It  is  as  im- 
mortal as  the  spirit  which  gives  it  birth  ;  and  though  it  he  for  ages  entwin- 
ed in  the  laurels  of  others,  it  will  ultimately  light  on  the  memory  of  h  m 
who  enriched  mankind  in  enriching  himself. 

Bichat,  f)owever,  makes  the  capital  and  contradictory  mistake,  like 
most  other  vitalists,  of  regarding  life  as  an  effect,  or  as  consisting  of  the 
assemblage  of  those  phenomena  which  result  from  the  operation  of  the 
vital  properties,  in  their  connection  with  the  instruments  of  action.  This 
construction,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  is  not  only  philosophically  wrong, 
but  practically  bad.  If,  for  instance,  life  be  made  up  of  tlie  functions  of 
organization,  we  should  regard  disease  with  a  simple  reference  to  the 
functions,  and  these  are  so  clearly  effects,  there  would  be  no  tangible 
cause  through  wdiich  our  remedies  might  operate,  whilst  no  office  ap- 
pears to  be  assigned  to  the  admitted  vital  properties.  But,  as  there  must 
be  clearly  something  altered  from  its  natural  slate  anterior  to  functional 
derangement,  we  must  allows  that  the  primary  cause  consists  in  a  change 
of  the  properties  which  preside  over  the  functions. 

Bichat,  however,  was  sometimes  inconsistent,  and  perhaps  more  so 
upon  the  great  subject  before  us  than  upon  any  other ;  for,  although  he 
endeavors  to  show  that  life  is  constituted  by  the  functions,  he  argues  that 
disease  (which  is  only  an  unnatural  state  of  life),  is  constituted  by  a  mor- 
bid change  of  the  vital  properties.  Nay,  in  the  following  extract  he  makes 
life  itself  to  consist  in  the  vital  properties,  and  regards  the  functions  merely 
as  effects,  of  wdiich  the  vital  propcMiies  are  the  cause.     Thus  : — 

"  Examine,"  he  says,  "  all  the  physiological  and  all  the  pathological 
phenomena,  and  you  will  see  that  there  is  no  one  which  cannot  be  ulti- 
mately referred  to  some  one  of  the  vital  properties  of  which  I  have  just 
spoken.  The  undeniable  truth  of  this  assertion,"  he  f^oes  on,  "  brings 
us  to  a  conclusion  not  less  certain  in  the  treatment  of  d  seases — namely, 
that  every  curative  method  should  have  for  its  object  the  restoration  of  the 
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altered  vital  properties  \o  \\\v'w  nntiiral  type.  Every  remedy,  wliich,  in 
local  innaiiunaiioii,  does  not  diiiiinish  ihe  aii^'riK  nied  iniiabiliiy ;  and 
wliici)  dors  not  dimiiiisli  aniiiial  coiitractilily  In  eonvul.sions,  and  elevate  it 
in  paralysis,  fails  in  its  olijuct,  and  is  contraindicatcd." 

IJcrc,  lIuMi,  Hicli.il  It'aclit's  ihc?  philosophy  which  will  he  fundamental 
in  /////  Krliuvs.  It  was  (issmlially  al  the  foundation  ol"  all  his  pathologi- 
cal writinjLjs  ;  and  it  is  therefore  tlu;  more  reniaikahle  thai  he  should  liave 
|je<>n  so  speculative  and  eontradietory  when  trealin<;  specifically  of  life. 

Bichal's  career  was  brilliant,  and  though  dead  at  31,  he  lived,  like 
Hunter,  to  enjoy  the  ripest  fame,  lie  was,  however,  l)ul  a  meteor-light; 
dazzlini;  foi'  a  moment,  and  tlwn  extinct.  He  was  one  of  the  last  of  a 
galaxy,  who  had  so  illuminated  the  field  of  medical  philosophy,  as  left 
but  little  else  for  the  aspirations  of  ambition — following  the  beaten  path  of 
nature — than  to  accumulate  facts  and  to  arrange  them  under  established 
principles.  This  occupation  is  too  humble  for  the  restive  ardor  of  genius, 
and  too  servile  for  the  purposes  of  renown  ;  and  facts  had  already  amount- 
ed to  an  encumbrance.  It  is  not,  therefore,  remarkable,  that  when  the 
great  work  had  been  brought  near  the  verge  of  completion,  giants  should 
spring  up  to  overthrow  the  fabric,  and  erect  a  new  edifice  upon  its  ruins. 
The  revolution  began  simultaneously  in  difl^erent  parts  of  Europe,  and 
under  different  aspects.  But,  so  many  powerful  and  ambitious  minds  bad 
been  in  operation  for  ages,  ingenuity  had  not  only  exhausted  fundamental 
principles,  but  every  imaginable  hypothesis.  The  former  being  the  last 
in  the  series,  it  only  remained  to  reproduce  exploded  and  forgottt?n  doc- 
trines. The  most  important  of  these  were  the  physical  and  chemical 
doctrines  of  life,  and  the  humoral  pathology.  Chemistry,  too,  was  now 
in  the  ascendancy  amongst  sciences  ;  and  the  biilliant  discoveries  whi(  h 
it  was  pushing  in  the  inorganic  world  [iromised  a  harvest  o^  fiction,  if  not 
o^  fact,  in  behalf  of  the  crude  hypothejes  of  darker  ages.  Physiologists, 
therefore,  became  practical  chemists,  and  chemists  became  speculative 
physiologists  ;  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  the  study  of  organic 
life,  and  the  philosophy  of  disease,  have  been  mainly  carried  on  in  the 
test-glass  and  crucible.  The  blood,  the  secretions,  and  every  part  of  the 
animal  fabric,  have  again  and  again  passed  the  oideal  of  the  laboratory, 
in  the  vain  expectation  of  discovering  the  springs  of  life,  or  the  essence  of 
disease.  The  laboratory  now  copes  with  nature  in  its  artificial  compounds 
for  the  digestion  of  food,  and  the  very  furnace  is  brought  into  operation  to 
manufacture  a  fluid  which,  it  is  pretended,  is  not  inferior  to  that  product 
of  the  stomach  which  results  from  an  organization  as  various  as  the  spe- 
cies of  animals,  and  according  to  their  habitudes  in  respect  to  food,  and 
who^e  contrivance  for  this  specific,  variously  modified.  i;?7f/Z  fluid,  required 
the  Mind  of  an  Almighty  Being.  And  this  is  but  d  fair  example  of  the 
modest  ambition  of  chemistry. 

But,  who  are  the  philosophers  that  thus  invade  the  sanctuary  of  life? 
Learned,  laborious,  and  useful  ;  but  are  they  familiar  w  ith  organic  beings? 
Df)  ihey  s'udy  their  phenomena  ?  Can  they  tell  you  a  stomach  from  the 
bladder,  w  hen  both  are  before  them  ?  Can  one  in  a  thousand  distinguish 
pneu  nonia  from  enteritis  ?  The  replies  are  too  obvious  to  be  stated. 
Tiiey  live  in,  the   labor atorij,  which,  in    their  estimation,  monopohzes  all 
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the  vitality  that  is  worth  a  philusopher's  alteiillon.  Tliey  will  solve  yon 
any  of  the  most  hidden  seriets  of  ori;anic  heings.  Are  you  curious  to 
know  how  the  various  unique  constituents  of  the  bile  are  eluhorated  out 
of  blood  ?  Nothing,  say  they,  is  easier.  Here  are  they  all — picroinel, 
cholesterine,  asparagin,  ozmazomcj,  resin,  bovin,  oleate,  acetate,  inar^'arate, 
chelate,  bicarbonate,  phosphate,  sulphate  and  hydrosulphate  of  soda,  pot- 
ash, &,c.^ — all  here  in  the  blood — when,  in  simple  trutli,  not  one  of  them 
have  an  existence  in  that  fluid.  So  is  it  admitted  by  some  of  the  che- 
mists, and  so  is  it  proclaimed  by  the  laws  of  organic  beings.  They  are 
no  more  in  the  blood  than  is  the  poison  of  the  viper  or  the  ink  of  the 
cuttle  fish. 

Then  the  admirable  simplicity  of  the  manner  in  which  we  are  told 
these  exact  constituents  are  separated  from  the  blood  to  make  up  the  bile 
— whose  final  causes  illustrate  so  strikingly  the  evidences  of  design,  is 
worthy  our  special  notice  ;  though  it  may  be  rationally  supposed,  that 
since  tlie  constituents  are  assumed  to  exist  in  the  blood,  it  is  also  assumed 
that  they  are  merely  mechanically  strained  off  by  the  liver;  whose  or- 
ganization is  as  various  and  as  specific  as  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
animals  whose  species  are  distinct.  It  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  pre- 
vailing doctrines  of  this  nature,  that  many  distinguished  chemists,  whom 
I  have  quoted  on  another  occasion,*  have  let  slip  the  severest  censure  of 
the  chemical  and  physical  doctrines  of  life — even  such  as  practise  organic 
chemistry  in  defiance  of  their  acknowledged  and  direct  opinions  to  the 
contrary.  They  universally  allow,  indeed,  that  "  the  laws  of  inorganic 
chemistry  are  utterly  inapplicable  to  the  phenomena  of  life  ;"  and  that, 
though  "  there  is  a  chemistry  of  life,  of  that  chemistry  we  know  nothing.^* 
It  is  therefore  all  assumption;  and  this  reputed  "  chemistry  of  life,"  of 
which  it  is  admitted  the  chemist  "  knows  nothing,"  is  exactly  the  thing 
of  which  the  physiologist  professes  to  know  something. 

Confining  ourselves  to  philosophers  who  are  entitled  to  our  profound 
respect,  you  will  readily  concede  that  Bichat  comes  lar  within  the  limit 
which  is  here  prescribed,  and  that  his  opinion  should  also  weigh  in  pro- 
portion to  the  decision  with  which  it  is  given.  Let  us,  then,  hear  the 
great  French  philosopher. 

''  The  organic  chemistry  of  the  laboratory,^^  he  says,  "  is  the  dead 
anatomy  of  the  fluids,  not  a  physiological  chemistry.  The  physiology 
of  the  fluids  should  be  composed  of  the  innumerable  variations  which 
they  experience  according  to  the  different  (vital)  states  of  their  respec- 
tive organs."  "  The  instability  of  the  vital  powers  is  the  quicksand  on 
which  have  sunk  the  calculations  of  all  the  physicians  of  the  last  hundred 
years.  The  habitual  variations  of  the  living  fluids,"  he  adds,  "  depen- 
dent on  this  instability  of  the  powers  of  life,  one  would  think,  should  be 
no  less  an  obstacle  to  the  chemical  physicians  of  the  present  age." 

"Again,  had  physiology  been  cultivated  by  men  before  physics,  I  am 
persuaded  that  many  applications  of  the  former  would  have  been  made 
to  the  latter.  Rivers  would  have  been  seen  to  flow  from  the  tonic  action 
of  their  banks,  crystals  to  unite  from  the  excitement  which  they  exercise 
upon  their  reciprocal  sensibilities,  and  planets  to  move  because  they  mu- 

*  See  Medical  and  Physiological  Cominentaries,  Vol.  1st,  pp.  36—40,75,  etc.  Vol.  2,  p.  114—122,  etc. 
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tiially  iriit;il(;  each  otlier  at  vast  distances.  All  this  would  appear  unrea- 
sonable to  us,  who  thinU  of  i^i-avitation  only  in  consideration  of  these 
phenomena.  And  why  should  we  not  in  fact  ho  as  ridiculous  when  we 
come  witii  this  same  mavilatioii,  with  our  chemical  aflinities  and  chemical 
compositions,  and  with  a  hmijuage  estahlished  upon  their  fundamental 
data,  to  treat  of  a  science  with  which  they  have  nothing  whatever  to  do. 
Physiology  would  have  made  a  much  j^reater  progress,  if  all  those  who 
studied  it  had  set  aside  the  notions  which  are  borrowed  from  the  accessory 
sciences  as  they  are  termed.  But  these  sciences  are  not  accessory  ;  they 
are  wholly  strangers  to  physiology,  and  should  be  banished  from  it  wholly." 
*'  To  say  that  physiology  is  made  up  of  [he  physics  of  animals,  is  to  give 
a  very  absurd  idea  of  it.  As  well  might  we  say  that  astronomy  is  the 
physiology  of  the  stars." 

[To  be  continued.] 


ON   STAMMERING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  indiscriminate  resort  to  surgical  operations  for  the  relief  of 
stammering,  would  seem  not  only  to  justify  but  demand  a  more  critical  in- 
vestigation into  the  pathology  of  this  affection.  The  writer  having  wit- 
nessed more  than  fifty  such  operations,  within  the  last  few  months,  with 
very  unsatisfactory  results,  has  been  led  to  examine  more  carefully  into 
the  real  nature  of  the  disease,  in  order  to  ascertain,  if  practicable,  why, 
in  a  few  cases,  surgery  has  been  able  to  effect  a  perfect  cure ;  while  in 
some  others  it  has  afforded  partial  relief;  and  why,  in  a  large  majority  of 
cases,  no  beneficial  effects  whatever  have  followed.  It  appeared  very 
evident  that  if  the  pathology  of  the  disease  was  simple  and  uniform — in 
other  words,  if  the  impediments  of  speech  were  always  the  same — simi- 
lar treatment  would  always  be  attended  with  the  same  result,  especially 
if  the  cause  was  mechanical.  For  example,  if  stammering  was  invaria- 
bly the  effect  of  enlarged  tonsils,  elongated  uvula,  or  contracted  genio- 
hyo-glossi  muscles,  then  the  excision  or  division  of  these  parts  ought  al- 
ways to  afford  relief.  But  such,  we  find,  is  not  the  case.  Out  of  more 
than  fifty  cases  in  which  the  genio-glossi  muscles  have  been  divided,  the 
resuhs  have  been,  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  as  follows: — In  two  or  three, 
a  perfect  cure  was  effected  ;  in  about  a  dozen,  partial  relief,  for  the  most 
part  temporary,  followed  ;  in  the  remainder,  no  effect  whatever  was  pro- 
duced. In  about  twenty  cases,  where  acupuncturation  of  the  tongue  was 
practised,  by  passing  four  or  five  needles  laterally  through  the  centre  of 
the  organ,  the  operation  produced  striking  temporary  relief,  but  in  every 
instance  the  stammering  was  in  a  short  time  as  bad  as  ever.  In  a  few  cases, 
the  uvula  and  tonsils  were  removed,  without  any  particular  beneficial  effect. 
The  pathology  of  the  affection,  then,  is  not  always  identical.  Can  we  ascer- 
tain, a  priori,  what  the  true  pathology  of  any  particular  case  is?  If  so, 
something  will  be  gained,  for  we  shall  then  be  able  to  form  a  proper 
estimate  of  the  probable  results  of  an  operation. 

1.  An  examination  of  the  organs  of  speech,  the  residts  of  surgical  opera^ 
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tions,  and  tlie  phenomena  of  stammerinij,  all  prove  il»at  It  is  generally  llie 
result  of  a  moral  and  not  a  physical  cause.  What  proves  thii,  mort.-over, 
still  more  inconlestably,  is  the  fact  thai  under  certain  circumstances  the 
speech  is  perfectly  free.  But  symptoms  occasioned  by  organic  defects  are 
permanent.  Most  stammerers  can  sin^^  with  ease,  or  read  poetry  fluently,  and 
even  speak  without  impediment  u  h^n  alorje  ;  all  which  shows  very  con- 
clusively that  there  is  no  defect  in  the  organs.  Careful  exau)inalion  leads 
to  the  same  conclusion.  We  discover  no  difTcrence  in  the  size  or  shape 
of  the  tongue,  in  its  muscles  or  ligaments,  in  the  teeth,  tonsils  or  uvula; 
and  where  such  mallbrmaiions  do  exist,  we  find  that  ah  hough  they  may 
cause  peculiarities  and  alterations  of  proimncialion,  they  rarely  produce 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of  staimnerinii;,  Upon  occasions  of  excite- 
ment, the  stammerer  olten  speaks  with  perfect  fluency  and  facility,  which 
would  not  happen  if  the  impediment  were  not  owing  solely  to  mental 
causes. 

2.  Stammering  is  an  afixTlion  of  a  complicated  character,  originating 
in  the  irregular  action  of  the  nerves  of  the  organs  of  s|)eech.  We  find 
that  the  enunciation  of  the  vowels,  whicli  merely  requiies  an  open  state 
of  the  glottis,  and  hence  but  one  kind  of  muscular  action,  is  not  difFicuk  ; 
but  the  utterance  of  the  consonants,  or  conipound  sounds,  which  requires 
seveial  distinct  and  successive  combinations  of  a  variety  of  muscles,  al- 
ways occasions  stammering.  The  most  important  organ  of  speech,  then, 
is  the  brain;  for  it  is  this  that  cojubines  and  directs  all  voluntary  motions, 
and  disturbing  causes,  not  local  and  permanent,  can  only  affect  the  speech 
through  the  medium  of  this  organ.  The  idiot  does  not  speak  for  want  of 
ideas;  the  public  speaker  sometimes  stutters  for  the  same  reason,  or  be- 
cause his  ideas  are  confused  or  ill-arranged.  In  cases  of  apoplexy  or 
other  diseases  of  the  brain,  the  voice  is  either  wholly  lost  or  becomes  in- 
coherent, imperfect  and  deranged  ;  and  we  see  the  same  thing  happen, 
sometimes,  when  a  person  is  called  upon  unexpectedly  to  address  a  pub- 
lic audience.  Dr.  Jackson,  of  Philadelphia,  has  published  three  cases  of 
total  loss  of  language,  vocal  and  written,  temporarily  piodnced  by  cere- 
bral congestion,  and  unattended  with  any  other  functional  disoider,  in  one 
of  which,  speech  was  immediately  restored  by  copious  bleeding.  In  all 
such  cases,  of  course,  the  organs  concerned  in  the  mechanical  process  of 
voice  and  speech  [)reserve  their  entire  integrity.  We  hence  conclude 
that  irregular  action  of  the  brain  is  the  indispensable  antecedent  or  cause 
of  stanmiering.  This  affection  is  not  confined  to  the  organs  of  speech. 
A  person  affected  with  chorea  or  St.  Vilus's  dance,  stammers  with  all  the 
voluntary  muscles;  and  so  also  docs  a  person  when  unexpectedly  beset 
with  danger.  It  is  not  unusual  for  a  dancer,  if  his  attention  is  strongly 
attracted  by  some  other  object,  to  stammer  with  his  feel.  The  cause, 
however,  is  to  be  found  in  the  irregular  nervous  impulse  sent  from  the 
brain.  In  cases  of  stammering,  we  can  generally  trace  a  conflict,  or  ab- 
sence of  co-operation  among  the  active  faculties,  necessarily  giving  rise  to 
a  plurality  instead  of  a  unity  of  nervous  impulses,  and  consequently  to 
a  plurality  instead  of  a  unity  of  simultaneous  muscular  combinations. 
We  see  this  illustrated  by  the  effects  of  spirituous  liquors.  When  used 
moderately,  they  promote  fluency  of  speech   by  gently  stimulating  the 
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fuiictioMs  oflho  brain  ;  l)ul  wIumi  (miiumI  to  excess,  tlicy  produce  confused 
and  niaikcd  sl.nnnitMiiii:;,  l>v  di-ilniliiii^  (lie  oiLiiin  ol    llic  inlfll<'(;t. 

3.  If  llii>  ;d»o\('  vii'ws  arc?  corit'cl,  ll>u  cure  of  stauiiuiMin^  is  not  to  be 
SQunbt  in  a  suiLiiial  operation,  but  in  rcinovini;  llu;  cxciliuL,'  causes,  and 
briniiin;^  lb(3  vocal  nuis(dcs  into  bannonious  action  by  patient  exercise. 
The  i^reat  succes;^  wbiidi  b  is  attended  Mrs.  Ij(ji;^di\s  system  ol  trealment 
of  sucb  eases,  is  anotbcr  proof  ibat  tbe  cause  of  slannnerinii;  does  not 
consist  in  inallijnnalion  of  tbc  origans.  Tbe  w  bole  secret  ol  ber  success 
seems  to  consist  in  judicious  moral  training;  in  direclin<;  tbe  attention  of 
tbe  pati(Mit  to  tbc  existence  of  tbose  opposite  emotions  wbi(di  seem  to 
occasion  tbe  ali'ection,  by  inspirinif  bim  witb  friendly  confidence,  and  by 
constant  practice  to  briuij;  tbe  muscdes  of  tbe  voice  into  easy,  simultaneous 
and  systematic  action.  Much  may  be  done  by  increasing  tbe  natural 
difficulty,  so  as  to  require  a  strong  and  undivided  mental  eflbrt  to  accom- 
plish tbe  utterance  of  a  sound,  and  tberel)y  add  to  tbe  amount  of  nervous 
energy  distributed  to  tbe  organs  of  speech,  as  in  tbe  instance  of  Demos- 
thenes. Tbe  patient  also  should  exercise  himself  when  alone  and  free 
from  emotion,  in  talking  and  reading  aloud,  and  for  a  length  of  tinie.  In 
some  cases  this  affection  is  accompanied  by  symptoms  of  general  debility, 
like  most  other  forms  of  nervous  disease,  and  requites  a  course  of  tonic 
treatment,  sucb  as  cold  bathing,  nourishing  food,  country  air,  regular  ex- 
ercise, cheerful  society,  &lc.  If  such  treatnient  does  not  prove  success- 
ful, we  need  expect  nothing  from  an  orthopedic  operation. 

4.  A  violent  shock  to  tbe  nervous  system,  such  as  acupuncturation 
of  tbe  tonirue,  extractino:  a  tooth,  dividinu;  tbe  iienio-hyo-i/lossi  muscles, 
&ic.,  will  generally  bring  temporary  relief  in  cases  of  stammering,  and 
they  may  in  some  instances  effect  a  perfect  cure,  by  inspiring  tbe  patient 
with  the  belief  that  be  is  cured,  and  that  the  cause  of  bis  vocal  impedi- 
ment is  effectually  removed.  All  that  seems  to  be  wanting,  in  many 
cases  of  stammering,  is  a  confidence  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  patient  that  be 
has  perfect  comuiand  of  the  organs  of  speech  ;  and  when  be  has  acquired 
this  assurance,  the  impediirient  is  found  to  be  removed.  In  this  manner 
only  can  we  account  for  those  sudden  and  almost  instantaneous  cures 
effected  by  Mrs.  Leigh  and  Dr.  Yates  of  New  York;  and  in  this  way 
would  I  explain  tbe  success  which  has  now  and  then  attended  tbe  division 
of  the  genio-glossi  njuscles  as  practised  by  Dr.  Mott,  or  tbe  removal 
of  the  uvula  and  tonsils  as  performed  by  Dr.  Yearsley  of  London.  It 
is  absurd  to  say  that  tbe  division  of  tbe  genio-glossi  muscles  gives  greater 
mobility  to  the  tongue,  for  they  are  the  only  muscles  by  which  tbe  tongue 
is  elongated  or  thrust  out  of  tbe  mouth,  as  I  have  repeatedly  noticed 
after  they  have  been  cut.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  tbe  muscle 
unites,  and  the  |)atient  is  again  able  to  extend  tbe  tongue,  but  not  as  (ar 
as  formerly,  for  tbe  muscle  contracts  in  the  part  where  cicatrization  lakes 
place. 

That  stammerin'j;  is  not  caused  by  enlarged  tonsils,  or  elon<^ated  uvuloy 
or  lax  velum  palati,  we  know  ;  for  we  see  cases  of  these  affections  every 
day  where  the  voice  is  not  in  tbe  least  affected.  That  it  is  not  owing  to 
"spasmodic  closure  of  tbe  glottis,"  as  maintained  by  Arnott,  in  bis  work 
on  Pbysics,  is  evident  from  the  ease  with  which  the  vowel  sounds  are  ut- 
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tered  ;  and  that  it  does  not  arise  "  froin  the  patient  endeavoring  to  utter 
words  when  the  air  in  the  luniks  is  exhausted,  and  they  are  in  a  state  of 
collapse  or  nearly  so,"  as  stated  by  Dr.  M'Corinac,  is  equally  evident 
from  tiie  fact  that  the  patient  stammers  equally  as  had  when  the  lunj^s  are 
inflated,  as  when  empty,  or  partially  so.  Were  the  latter  theory  correct, 
a  person  should  never  stammer  during  attempts  to  speak  after  a  full  itdia- 
lation  ;  but  we  know  that  the  contrary  is  the  fact.  Dr.  liostock  has  pub- 
lished a  case  of  stammering  cured  by  the  long  use  of  cathartics  ;  and 
Esquirol  mentions  an  instance  where  a  dumb  man,  who  had  long  endured 
contempt  and  bad  usage  from  his  wife,  being  one  day  more  grossly  mal- 
treated than  usual,  got  into  such  a  furious  rage  that  he  regained  the 
use  of  his  totigue,  and  repaid  w  ith  usury  the  execrations  which  had  been 
so  long  lavished  upon  him.  This  also  shows  how  closely  the  brain  influ- 
ences speech.  As  the  individual  advances  in  age,  the  infirmity,  for  the 
most  part,  wholly  disappears.  It  is  more  marked  in  the  morning  than  in 
the  evening ;  and  in  an  infirm,  than  a  rugged,  state  of  health. 

My  object  in  this  communication  is,  however,  merely  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  to  a  few  circumstances  which  seem  to  me  to  render 
a  surgical  operation  inexpedient  for  the  relief  of  this  affection.  Diefl^en- 
bach,  the  originator  of  the  orthopedic  treatment  of  stammering,  has  lately 
abandoned  it,  and  the  results  of  the  operations,  so  far  as  known  to  the 
writer,  in  this  country,  do  not  seem  to  authorize  its  continuance  here. 

December,  1841.  Medicus. 


LABOR    PAINS    PRODUCED    BY     A    FOREIGN    SUBSTANCE    IN    THE 

RECTUM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — On  the  23d  of  July  I  was  called  to  Mrs.  S ,  who  was  said 

to  be  in  labor.  1  found  her  very  feeble,  pulse  100,  tongue  slightly 
coated.  She  complained  of  much  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  and  slight 
attempts  at  motion  produced  spasms  there.  She  said  she  was  advanced 
seven  months  and  a  half.  Since  midnight  she  had  had  labor  pains,  but 
irregularly.  On  examination  per  vaginam,  I  found  several  tumors  occu- 
pying the  posterior  parietes,  the  os  tincae  beyond  reach.  Venesect,  to 
twelve  ounces  ;  forty  minims  acet.  tinct.  opii.  She  said  her  bowels  were 
quite  free,  having  taken  physic  the  day  previous.  I  left  her  for  a  number 
of  hours,  and  on  returning  could  perceive  no  material  diflJerence  on  ex- 
amination. The  pain  was  less  since  bleeding  and  opiate.  In  the  coui-se 
of  the  afternoon  I  returned,  and  found  the  pains  rather  strong,  pretty 
regular,  and  expulsive.  Still  the  os  tincae  was  beyond  reach.  Tumors 
filled  great  part  of  the  vagina,  hard  as  cartilage,  and  entirely  unyielding. 
I  suspected  something  was  wrong  about  the  rectum,  and  on  examination 
found  a  large  mass,  hard,  dry  and  uneven.  After  considerable  effort,  1 
succeeded  in  breaking  off  a  piece  and  extracting  it.  I  ascertained  that 
the  mass  consisted  of  a  vast  quantity  of  cherry  stones,  very  firmly  agglu- 
tinated. After  removing  all  that  was  possible,  I  threw  up  an  enema, 
which  induced  evacuations  containing  an  enormous  quantity  of  the  same. 
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She  hud  oal(Mi  largely  of  cluinics  some  liino  proviou"^,  aud,  in  coiiforrnity 
wiili  a  popular  hul  most  ciroiit'ous  impression,  swallowed  iIk?  stones  to 
preveiu  mi'^cliief.  The  uterine  pains  now  i^radually  subsided,  and  al- 
thoui;!!  much  exhausted,  tiie  |)atient  by  degrees  retmin^d  to  her  usual 
slate  of  health. 

This  rase  shows  very  clearly  that  foreign  substances  in  the  rectum  may 
stimulate  the  uterus  to  something  like  natural  labor.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, however,  that  the  pains  were  all  along  expidsivt;  ;  indeed,  at  one 
time  so  much  so,  that  the  patient  appeared  like  one  in  the  very  last 
stage  of  healthy  labor.  1  may  add  that,  a  few  weeks  after,  the  patient 
was  delivered  of  a  dead  child. 

The  cause  of  the  difiiculty  in  reaching  the  os  uteri  was  occasioned  by 
a  most  extraordinary  anterior  obliquity  of  the  uterus,  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  os  uteri  rested  firmly  on  the  anterior  face  of  the  lumbar  region. 

Bradford,  Vt.,  December,  1841.  H.   Hayes. 
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REMOVAL   OF  THE   SUPERIOR   MAXILLARY   BONE. 

This  formidable  operation  was  performed  at  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  on  Saturday,  Dec.  4lh.  The  patient.  John 
Farland,  had  been  afflicted  some  months  with  the  cephalomatous  species 
of  carcinotna,  commonly  known  as  funirns  haematodes.  The  malignant 
tumor  commenced  in  the  left  antrum,  protruded  into  the  left  nostril,  break- 
ing down  the  ossa  palati,  filling  the  nasal  fossae,  and  pressing  upwards 
the  inferior  orbitar  plate.  The  patient  being  aware  of  the  nature  of  ihe 
operation,  and  the  chance  that  it  offered  for  his  restoration,  submitted  to 
the  extirpation  of  the  whole  of  the  disease,  with  the  entire  superior  max- 
illary bone,  which  was  effected  in  the  following  manner. 

The  patient  being  seated  in  a  chair,  his  head  supported,  and  compres- 
sion made  upon  the  carotid  arteries,  an  incision  was  made  from  the  outer 
angle  of  the  eye  to  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  and  the  flap  dissected  towards 
the  alae  of  the  nose,  and  continued  higher  up  over  the  cartilages  and  be- 
tween the  orbit  and  the  eye.  The  outer  flap  was  dissected  in  the  oppo- 
site direction,  until  the  masseter  muscle  was  uncovered,  and  cut  away 
from  the  malar  bone,  about  one  half  of  its  extent.  The  orbit  was  then 
perforated,  and  the  malar  bone  cut  through.  The  nasal  process  of  the 
superior  maxillary,  near  its  junction  with  the  sphenoid  and  ethmoid  bones, 
was  next  separated  ;  a  tooth  was  removed,  breaking  down  the  anterior 
wall  of  the  alveolus,  and  the  back  part  was  cut  through  wiih  the  forceps. 
A  strong-pointed  knife  was  introduced  into  the  patient's  mouth  and  the 
soft  palate  skilfully  separated  from  the  palate  bones,  and  the  os  maxillare 
detached  from  the  pterygoid  process  of  the  sphenoid  bone.  After  the  di- 
vision of  the  supra  maxillary  nerve  and  artery,  which  was  accomplished 
by  cutting  from  behind  forwards,  the  remaining  attachments  being  slight, 
the  entire  mass  was  removed  with  but  little  difficulty  or  delay.  The  in- 
ternal maxillary  artery  was  secured,  with  a  branch  of  the  facial  ;  and  the 
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paiieni,  corijiiji^riou;'  the  letiL,"ii  of  die  operation,  which  occupied  nearly 
All  hour,  sii tiered  le.ss  from  hias  of  hlood  than  was  iiiilic.ipaied,  and  is  now 
duiiig   well. 

i\oiwiili>iaridiii<r  the  iVi^httul  c:ivity  made  by  tiie  roinuval  of  this  dis- 
ease, tlie  deformity  will  be  but  triflinsj^,  should  no  untjward  event  occur 
during;  the  j)rocess  of  uniiiiiL}  tiie  divided  parts. 


Surgical  Operations  in  Boston. —  Alihoufjh  so  circumstanced  that  we 
cannot  avail  ourselves  of  tfic  opportunity  of  witnes^ini.'  the  various  opera- 
tions at  the  i\la>sachuseits  General  Hospital,  which  ordinarily  take  place 
on  the  forenoon  of  each  Saturday,  we  hear  that  the  skill  and  in<renaity  of 
the  SLirgeons  were  never  more  satisfactorily  exhibited,  than  at  the  present 
time.  A  principal  object  in  this  paragraph,  is  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
medi<-al  oentlemen  who  happen  to  be  in  the  city  on  Saturday,  the  impor- 
tance of  attending  at  these  surgit-al  operations,  which  will  make  no  very 
severe  draft  upon  their  time.  Such  are  the  railroad  facilities  of  Massa- 
chusetts, that  medical  students,  even  as  far  off'  as  the  Pitisfietd  Medical 
School,  might  come  into  the  city  on  Friday  evening,  see  and  hear  all  that 
niiiihl  take  place  in  the  operaiinn^  room  the  following  morning,  attend  a 
clinical  lecture,  6cc.,  and  have  ample  lime  for  travelling  home  with  com- 
fort and  coinenieiu'e  in  the  afternoon.  If  our  country  brethren  would 
avail  themselves  of  these  opportunities  for  refreshing  their  memories,  by 
frequently  witnessing'  operations,  they  would  receive  permanent  benefit,  and 
the  effect  also  would  be  especially  beneficial  in  their  circle  of  practice, 
from  a  familiarity  with  siu'h  varieties  of  tumors,  fractures,  dislocations, 
&;c.,as  would  be  brought  under  their  observation  on  the  regular  operating 
day  in  a  great  insiitiition. 

We  are  asked  whv  we  do  not  have  rec^ular  reports  of  all  that  trans- 
pires in  the  surgical  theatre  ?  as  though  it  were  a  very  easy  matter  to 
keep  an  accurate  account  of  every  transaction.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  obtain  the  services  of  those  who  have  the  exact  kind 
of  tact  for  reporting.  A  tyro  will  not  answer:  the  reporter  must  under- 
stand not  only  the  analomv  of  the  region  which  is  the  seat  of  the  disease 
or  operation  wliich  he  is  to  describe,  but  he  is  required,  too,  to  exercise 
some  eviijein^e  of  good  judgment  in  reij^ard  to  the  propriety  of  the  opera- 
tion, the  prospects  of  the  patient,  &c..  all  of  whi'^h  can  only  be  found  in 
an  advanced  pupilage,  nt  least,  combined  with  rapidity  of  thought,  accuracy 
of  detail,  and  faithfulness  to  the  interests  of  science  and  humanity. 


Rising  to  Medical  Distinction. — Merit,  too  often,  has  nothing  to  do 
with  acquiring  business  in  the  mediral  profession.  There  are  scores  of 
physicians  in  Boston,  New  York,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  of  the 
highest  literary  and  scientific  aliaintrients,  refined  in  character,  excellent 
at  heart,  and  unexceptionable  in  morals,  who  will  never  earn  enough  in 
visiting  the  sick,  to  keep  ihernselves  decently  clothed.  On  the  other  hand, 
more  than  a  dozen  prmninent  medical  ignoramuses,  coarse  in  manners, 
rude  in  speech,  without  even  the  exterior  of  gentlemen,  are  sought  after 
with  avidity — and  quite  to  their  own  astonishment  they  are  forced  into 
public  notice,  forced  into  extensive  practice,  and  jjreat  fortunes  are  forced 
into  their  pockets.  Without  any  circumlocution,  for  it  is  a  plain  matter  of 
fact,  merit  frequently  goes  a-begging,  and  ignoramuses  are  transformed 
into  philosophers  by  a  little  of  what  the   world  calls  tact.     If  a  man  has 
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uoi  tho  tact  for  npplyiniT  his  Iciiou'le'l'^c  to  llm  pood  of  socipty  in  the  pro- 
Ic'ssion  ol  iiu'ilii'iiif,  he  h;\il  hciicr  (juii  the  husiiK-ss — for  it  is  impoj^sible 
that  ho  ^h()ul(l  succivmI.  It  sornciirncs  hafipctis  that  rcatly  wit,  which  is 
alwavs  a  happy  (pialification,  supplies  the  phice  of  prolourul  allainirienls, 
and  such  iikmi  an*  decidedly  fortune's  favorites. 

In  the  tenth  chapter  of  Lady  Blessiniri,r)rrs  Idler  in  France,  she  speaks 
of  the  celehrated  Dr.  P.,  now  risinfj  of  80,  who  went  to  F*aris,  from  the 
country,  lo  seek  his  fortune.  While  lyitig'  in  bed  and  ihinUing  over  his 
desperate  condition,  fie  devised  a  plan.  He  walked  the  streets  and  noted 
down  the  address  of  the  most  respectable  looking  houses,  and  then  got  a 
porter  to  knock  and  incjuire  if  the  celebrated  Dr.  P.  was  there,  as  his  presence 

was  required  immediately  at  the  hntcd  of  the  Due  de .      Twentv  porters 

were  sometimes  despatched  at  once.  He  next  had  the  people  called  up  at 
night,  to  inquire  if  the  celebrated  Dr.  P.  was  there.  This  scheme  worked 
admirably — he  was  soon  amply  supplied  with  calls,  and  the  inoney  rolled 
in,  in  generous  fees.  Success  begets  ambition  :  he  got  tired  of  bourgeoisie 
practice,  and  sighed  for  la  haute  noblesse,  which  he  also  obtained  by  his 
wit  and  tact.  The  fcnnne  de  chambre  of  a  great  lady  consulted  him,  de- 
scribing symptoms  enough  lo  baflie  all  the  schools  jn  Christendom.  He 
discovered  that  nothing  ailed  her — and  she  was  therefore  advised  to  live 
high,  and  have  amusemenis.  This  was  capital.  By-and-by  the  mistress, 
who  was  a  Duchess,  was  sick,  or  thought  herself  so.  She  was  loo  fat, 
and  it  was  an  object  to  be  reduced  lo  elegance,  all  of  which  was  soon 
brought  about  by  the  now  distinguished  Dr.  P.  For  forty  years  he  was 
annoyed  with  ihe  mosieievated  class  of  practice.  Although  an  old  man, 
he  is  still  the  "celebrated  Dr.  P." — one  of  the  most  successful  of  practi- 
tioners ;  and  yet  he  rose  lo  distinction  by  a  trick,  falsely  denominated 
fine  wit.  Merit  had  nothing  lo  do  with  his  success,  for  he  would  have  died 
of  starvation  had  he  not  forced  himself  into  distinction.  Yet  an  honora- 
ble, high  minded  man  views  such  trickery  with  contempt — though  the 
world  would  call  one  a  philosopher  and  the  other  a  fool. 


The  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner. — Very  important  alterations  are 
proposed  in  this  Journal.  The  present  editors  will  take  charge  of  different 
department^-,  but  the  principal  acting  editor,  after  the  first  of  January,  is 
to  be  Reynell  Coates,  iM.D.,  a  gentleman  of  very  distinguished  medical 
and  literary  attainiTients,  who  is  admirably  calculated  to  conduct  a  Journal 
upon  generous  principles.  Instead  of  having  a  weekly  printed  cover,  as 
in  limes  past,  a  single,  uncovered  sheet,  at  three  dollars  per  annum,  is  to 
be  furnished. 

Objects  and  Nature  of  Medical  Science. — Such  is  the  title  of  an  introduc- 
tory discourse  at  the  opening  of  the  lecture  term  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  Transylvania  University,  by  Elisha  Bartlett,  M  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice.  The  author  is  an  excellent  writer,  and  although 
we  have  scarcely  had  time  to  read  much  more  than  the  title-page  of  this 
discourse,  we  have  not  a  doubt  of  its  sterling  character.  However,  it  will 
have  its  turn  with  other  matters  which  are  to  be  read  in  course,  and  then 
the  result  of  our  observations  will  be  given. 


Medical  Surgery. — We  cannot  refrain  from  again  drawing  upon    Dr. 
Gibson's  Introductory  Lecture.     The   following  brief  paragraphs — all  we 
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have  room  for  this  week — will  show  that  the  professor  can  discourse  elo- 
quently upor»  oilier  subjects  besides  himself. 

"  Ot'  surgery,  as  it  is  really  uiideisiood  by  a  few,  and  ought  to  be  under- 
stood by  all,  I  hope  to  teach  you  sonieihinji(  belter  than  ever  can  be  learn- 
ed from  the  advocates  and  cluunpions  of  ihe  knife  and  saw.  I  hope  lo 
leach  you  lliat  surgery,  as  a  science,  is  founded  upon  principles  nol  less 
certain  ihan  those  which  govern  other  departments  of  our  profession ; 
thai,  in  nuuiy  instances,  lliese  principles  are  as  clear  and  self-evident  and 
susceptible  of  demonsiraiion  as  any  proposition  in  Euclid.  I  hope  lo  leach 
you  thai  medical,  not  operative  surgery,  should  be  your  chief  aim  ;  that 
you  will  be  able,  by  patience,  inilustry  and  perseverance,  to  cure  many  a 
complaint,  and  save  many  a  limb  and  many  a  life  by  judicious  irealmenl, 
through  the  mediun\  of  medicine  and  by  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
functions  of  the  various  organs,  their  various  sympathies  or  associations, 
and  in  short,  by  your  knowledge  of  medicine,  in  conjunction  with  surgery, 
than  by  the  aid  of  the  best  instruments  ever  manufactured  by  a  culler,  or 
by  the  most  supple  lingers  ever  appended  lo  the  arms  of  a  human  being. 
1  hope  lo  leach  you,  at  the  same  time,  the  true  use  and  value  o(  operative 
surgery,  by  proving  lo  you  its  subserviency  lo  medical  surgery,  by  show- 
ing you  the  cases  in  which  the  knife  is  indispensably  necessary  ;  how 
operations,  when  required,  should  be  performed,  and  above  all  io  convince 
you  ihal  whilst  I  despise  the  mere  cutter  as  one  of  the  humblest  and 
meanest  of  God's  creatures,  I  have  the  highest  respect  and  veneration  for 
the  man  who,  wiih  a  mind  imbued  with  the  profoundest  knowledge  of  his 
profession,  as  shown  by  a  general  acquaintance  with  all  its  branches,  can 
boldly  and  unerringly,  and  with  matchless  dexterity,  plan  and  execute, 
successfully,  operations  which  the  mere  professional  mechanic  would 
shrinli  from  with  apprehension  and  dismay,  or  be  totally  unable  to  com- 
prehend ;  thereby  demonstrating  that  it  is  the  combination  of  medical  and 
operative  talent  that  consliiules  the  prerogative  of  the  great  surgeon,  and 
makes  him  a  blessing  lo  mankind." 

"  From  the  whole  scope  of  these  observations,  then,  you  will  perceive 
that  I  set  a  high  value  upon  medical  surgery  ;  that  I  estimate  as  ihey  de- 
serve the  principles  which  regulate  that  department  of  our  science  ;  that 
I  look  upon  operative  surgery  as  secondary  and  subordinate  in  its  aim 
and  application,  and  only  to  be  resorted  lo  after  full  and  fair  trials  of  other 
remetlial  measures  have  failed  to  alleviate  the  distress,  or  accomplish  a 
cure — instead  of  being  held  up,  as  it  loo  often  is,  as  a  consideration  of 
primary  importance,  and  even,  upon  most  occasions,  as  a  sine  qua  non 
Itself." 

Medical  Schools. — In  relation  to  the  condition  of  distant  schools  the  in- 
telligence thai  flows  in  upon  us  through  public  channels,  comes  often  in 
"  such  a  (jupstionahle  shape,  we  cannot  even  speak  it."  When  the  strug- 
gle is  over  for  the  season,  the  numher  of  matriculations  is  accurately  as- 
certained. But  who  shall,  even  then,  determine  the  number  of  men  of 
straw  that  are  made  to  assist  in  swelling  the  nominal  amount  of  ihe  class  ? 
As  for  the  flourishes  of  trumpets  in  newspapers  and  inlroductories  about 
the  peculiar  advantages  of  particular  colleges,  we  estimate  them — if  at  all 
— in  inverse  proportion  to  their  loudness.  The  school  or  the  teacher  that 
swells  largest  on  paper,  is  usually  the  first  to  explode  in  practice.  From 
private  sources  we  derive  some  facts.  The  old  school  of  New  York  has 
certainly  about  one   hundred   pupils,  and   a  prospect  before  it  unusually 
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bright.  Of  the  c\t\%n  of  the  new  JirJiool,  w?  know  nothiri((  anlhcntic  from 
HiMf»l'.TO«>lr'rJ  i<f««iiniofiy,  ari'J  nrc  not.  inrljfjfrl  to  \^\U'yn.  Th»;  cla>»«  of 
Loui»vil!c  nurriUTM  about  two  htjfir]f<-d  and  fifty.  Our  own  opprarn  a 
r«ry  little  dirniriiMhed  in  nuniU»r«,  from  lh«  al>»ien''c  of  ihf  n«in,Tl  numh#?r 
of  c>!ialjlMfi<''l  prjiriil(on»;r«  who  vinit  u^lo  T':vu:vj  and  exl'ind  ih^'ir  know- 
led|;;c,  'V\\t:  u\\iu\t*'T  of  utud^-nth  of  i\\it  fir^t  and  *(-r<tui\  omTnti  doc^t  not 
vary  appreciably  from  the  average. — P/iil.  Mtcd.  ExarninHT . 


New  Mrdir.al  WorlfK  in  lymdon.  —  Mr.  ffohlyn'-  Hi^'fionnry  of  Ttirrnn 
u»i<'d  in  .M<'dinfK;  and  ifi''  ColhiWTnl  S'  i<'fir<v,  ;  a  rnanoal  for  the  iJ»i«r  of 
iilijdr«nf«*  and  ili»,'  Hrieniific  r^-'ader.  —  I>r.  fari*.'".  Pharmaroloi^ia  ;  or  history 
of  im'diral  hut>Mianr.'('<i.  A  n^w  ^•dition. — Dr.  Conolly'x  P'our  LiwUtrtn  on 
th«  Siudy  and  VrHrUcft  of  M^fdicin^*  ;  delivr;r<.'d  on  &\iff'rt:ul  ofru^umn  in 
the  Uniffr*ity  of  London.  —  Sir  Jnfuc*  Clark'»  Trcali»«  on  Pulmonary 
Consumption  ;  comprcdieJidinjr  an  Inquiry  into  th*.'  Nature,  Cau^ex,  Pre- 
vention and  Treatment  of  Tuberculous  and  Scrofuloui  Diteaiet  in 
gen>-r:«l. 

Mf.diral  Marf'llany.  —  Dr.  G'-or^^e  Terrill  i«  appointed  FU'et  Htirftfon 
on  the  VV^:Ai-lndia  Station. —  In  London  there  are  ei^'hty  arre«  of  burying 
(.'round*,  which  are  in  uurh  a  (iinffUHUnni  »talc  at  the  present  period,  a»  to 
have  eliritf'd  the  notice  of  the  public  \)r<*'*n.  They  have  b<'r»n  u>«ed  for 
hundr*'d«»  of  years,  and  are  o(  rourhe  crowded  with  bon<'«t  and  the  arrumu- 
lationfi  of  centuries. — The  medical  attendant*  in  waiting,'  at  the  palace,  at 
the  birth  of  the  prince,  were  Dr«.  Clark  and  Ferguson,  to  be  con«»ujted  in 
cajie  of  uac.f'f^nhy.  Dr.  Locock,  the  royal  Hcrj/ucUenr^  i*  the  luckie>»t  man 
in  England,  and  tUfirafoffi  quite  an  object  of  envy  to  the  le^H  fonnunUt 
profetiMionah.  Hi«  fee,  on  this  occa^jion,  will  be  irnmen^jely  superior  to 
the  one  received  on  the  birth  of  a  princes*. — Dr.  ftiluy  ha«  Ur^'n  appoint- 
ed profe^hor  of  medical  jurisprudence  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. — 
Several  death*  recently  occurred,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  by  hy- 
drophobia.— Another  pro<»ecution  for  malpracti^-e  K  '  j  commenced  in 
wehlern  New  Vork. — The   nomU^-r  of  death*   in    i  phia  durirtg  the 

week  ending  Nov.  2fjih.  ivas  IfJl,  including  two  of  pemon*  over  KX)  yeari 
of  age. — Dr.  William  Levely,  of  Maryland,  i^  appointed  A*si«!tant  Sur- 
geon in  the  U.  S.  Army,  from  Sept.  .'J^Jih  ;  Dr.  Dabney  Herndon,  of  Vir- 
ginia, Assistant  Surgeon,  from  Sept.  fiOth. — We  perceive  that  another 
Part  of  Copland'.*!  Dictionary  i»  recently  publi^^bed  in  London.  We  arc 
unable  to  give  any  information  re>;pecting  the  re-publicaiion  of  the  addi- 
tional parts  in  this  country. — The  yellow  fever  was  raging  with  great  se- 
verity at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  at  the  last  advices  :  a  number  of  American 
seamen  had  died. 

FiiiRATr;*!, — The  name  of  Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  in  la«t  week*»  JoamaJ,  page  2^7, 
should  have  been  print/.-d  Dr.  James  R.  Wood. 

MAftSfKri. — In  Boston,  Sarnuel  Wiggle*wortb,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Louisa  O.  Dmv- 
enp</rt. — At  Halifax,  N.  8.,  Cynjs  Mort/>n,  .Vf.D.,  to  MIm  I.^  H.  Dreir,  of  Boston. 

Mmmtier  of  <il««Uu  In  B^/stiM  Cr,r  ih«  we«k  «iMi)nc  Dee.  J  1, 4«.^M«J««,  22  -,  Fra»«ka,  M.  lkilit>oni,  4. 
or  amammfUtm,  4— «earlet  fev«:r,  7— oM  H'^f  2— dIafrfecM,  I— ^osdUtla,  1— fcooyljif  CMgli,  2— 
4rof«)r,  1 — ■mypff  la  ikm  bowM,  l—6r'jvf  om  th»  braia,  I— hiSwHto,  I  tetw  «f  dbe  kcan,  1— 
crovy,  t—ueilUM^  \—<jfktm  fever,  i— lii^cr  e«fliplatet,  I  hiiawifi—  of  Cke  Iwweki,  V-^pkih4 
i^ver,  1— teat  fever,  I  4Utfmy  \m  dMhciid,  l~^yey<|wU,  1— teiMMMMlM  oT  iW  hn^i,  1  moftilii,  1— 
cwwTBlBi— i,  1— dfowsei,  I    l«i— alius  «f  lfc«  bvala.  l—tmmftr  i«  Um:  fMf««:ia.  I. 
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HOSPITAL    IN    BOSTON   FOR  SCROFULA. 

3iL\A  DuRKBE,  M.D.,  Meiutier  ufthe  MrtMHctiUBeitii  Me'iicul  riiiciety  mid  ol  the  Boston  Meiliciil  Att»o« 
cirtiiuii,  liHViiig  lieeii  ill  iirnciice  tnuilfiMi  >eitr^j,  ttixl  liitviiii;  linil  cuiialttiil  ii)t|iortiiiiil>  tor  ilirt-t-  ^tnrn  lu 
atlenJ  to  llio  divernitlcil  luriiis  ol  riiToliilu  svliile  in  clmrue  ol  (he  llotspilal  De|iai  tiiiei>t  ol  n  rltiiiiliihle 
Inoliiiilioii  III  I'oriBiiiuuili,  eir.ttrriciiiiT  mure  iIimii  one  Imiidreii  iiiiii'ttt-B,  re»|iecitull\  niiiiuuiice*  ilial  he 
wiliilevote  spt'Ciitl  iilteiili.iii  U«  ihe  tieatiiienl  ullhal  cliaeti^-e.  He  lui.^  mkeii  ihe  idijje  uiiij  conveiiielit 
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[Continued  from  page  303. | 

It  has  ever  happened,  as  an  inevitable  consequence  of  the  fundamental 
alliance  between  healthy  and  morbid  processes,  that,  whenever  chemistry, 
or  physics  in  a  more  general  sense,  has  invaded  organic  nature,  the  phi- 
losophy of  disease  and  of  therapeutics  has  followed  in  abject  submission. 
I  cannot  now  conduct  you  through  the  astonishing  details,  which,  taken 
one  by  one,  would  show  you  that  organization — aye.  that  intellectual 
being  w  hose  divine  portrait  was  so  vividly  drawn  on  Tuesday  evening — 
is  practically  regarded,  as  it  is  theoretically  pronounced,  a  mere  chemical 
laboratory,*  composed  of  tubes  of  various  calibre,  amenable  to  the  laws 
of  chemistry,  which,  it  is  imagined,  may  yet  be  imitated  by  the  hand  of 
man,  and  that  with  the  aid  of  the  vital  properties  in  the  elements  of  mat- 
ter (and  of  course,  by  analogy,  the  soul  also),  whose  primeval  existence 
in  this  relation  is  maintained  for  contingent  purposes,  the  confident  hope 
is  promulgated  that  the  laboratory  will  yet  be  able  to  exert  the  highest 
Prerogative  of  Creative  Power.  Already,  indeed,  it  has  been  given  out, 
ex  cathedra,  that  nothing  is  easier  than  the  accomplishment  of  digestion 
by  artificial  mixtures,  in  the  preparation  of  which,  as  1  have  said,  the 
furnace  is  sometimes  instrumental — that  nothing  is  easier  than  the  artifi- 
cial fabrication  of  those  organic  compounds  which  are  elaborated  by  an 
unfathomable  organization  that  was  designed  for  this  specific  purpose  by 
the  Divine  Mind — but,  not  till  the  alimentary  material  has  been  vitally 
decompounded  and  its  elements  recombined  in  a  mysterious  manner  by 
the  gastric  juice — then  subjected  to  the  farther  organizing  cflects  of  the 
bile  and  other  organic  products — passed  through  tlie  wonderfully  vivify- 
in"  lacteals — carried  forward  and  subjected  to  the  whole  animating  influ- 
ence  of  the  pulmonary  system — perfected  in  its  exalted  endowments  by 
the  whole  labyrinth  of  the  circulatory  organs — and  lastly,  though  not  least, 
determined  from  the  blood  in  one  everlastingly  exact  manner  by  other 
complex  living  systems — but  how,  no  imagination  can  form  the  most  re- 
mote conception,  but  through  the  instrumentality  of  those  specific  proper- 
ties of  life,  which  were  the  only  power  concerned  from  the  beginning 
to  the  ending  of  the  astonishing  series  of  unvarying  changes; — and,  as 
might  be  inferred  from  the  utterly  groundless  pretensions,  aspirants  have 
lately  appeared  with  animals,  composed  of  nerves,  stoujachs,  respiratory 
organs,  eyes,  ears,  instinct,  &ic. — both   male  and  female,  as  on  a  former 

*  See  Medical  and  Physiological  Commentaries,  Vol.  I.,  p.  36. 
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occasion,  and  now^  as  then^  made  out  of  the  elements  of  matter — though 
in  the  moilern  case,  galvanism  is  the  creative  spirit.  Tlie^e  o(rs[)rinj^s 
of  the  ingenuity  of  man,  it  is  true,  after  having  been  duly  added  to  ihe 
trophies  of  chemical  science,  were  ultimately  suspected  of  having  been 
the  work  of  another  Power,  and  even  by  those  philosophers  who  embla- 
zoned their  scientific  journals,  in  Europe  and  in  America,  with  pictured 
illustrations  of  these  supposed  creations  of  the  laboratory,  and  who 
once  "  saw  that  it  was  good.''  But,  I  will  nut  neglect  saying,  that  the 
pretended  creation,  independently  of  the  living  organization,  of  any  one 
real  organic  compound,  however  simple,  is  not  less  fallacious,  and  arro- 
gant, and  irreverent,  than  was  the  pretended  creation  of  insects  out  of 
silex  by  the  s[)irit  of  galvanism. 

I  shall  not  farther  speak  of  the  moral  and  religious  tendencies  of  these 
speculative  invasions  upon   nature.     They  must  be  sufficiently  obvious 
to  every  reflecting  mind  ;  however  they  may  be  offensive  to  one,  or  ad- 
mired by  another.     My  present  interest  lies  in   ihe'w  philosophical  merit, 
and  in   their  practical    bearing   upon  health  and  disease.     They  are  up- 
rooting every  intelligible  principle  which  relates  to  the  former,  and  are 
convening  the  latter  into  the  confusion  of  chaos.     The  humoral  patholo- 
gy, especially,  has  ranged   itself  under  the  auspices  of   the   all-potent 
science  ;  and,  although  as  wide  spread  as  Christendom  (if  we  except  the 
common  empnic  who  has  never  relinquished  his  hold  upon  the  same  doc- 
trines as  taught  during  the  long  decline  of  medicine   in  the   dark  ages), 
their  modern  ascendancy  has  been,  as  it  were,  the  work  of  a  day.     Davy, 
having  accomplished  his   wonderful  discov^eries  in  the  mineral  kingdom, 
the  credulous,  the  zealous,  or  the  ambitious,  built  upon  these  achievements 
a  hope  that  something  would  turn  up  for  the  benefit  of  a  favorite  hypothe- 
sis in  medicine,  or  something   for  tlie  advancement  of  reputation.     The 
world  was  crowded,  beyond  example,  with  learned  men,  and  with  an  in- 
terminable audience — constituted  morally  and  intellectually  just  as  they 
were  when   Pope  wrote  his  "  Essays  on  Man  "  and  the  "  Temple  of 
Fame,"  and  that  other  delineation  of  men  and  manners,  which  is  called 
the  ''  Dunciad." 

After  a  long  and  laborious  investigation,  however,  of  the  imputed  con- 
nections of  chemistry  with  organic  philosophy,  I  have  seen  no  reason  to 
ijualiiy  the  declaration  which  I  have  more  publicly  made,  that  I  know  of 
710  solitary  fact  contributed  by  chemistry,  which  has  thrown  a  ray  of 
light  upon  the  philosophy  of  life  or  the  arcana  of  disease  ;  and,  as  con- 
curring in  this  sentiment  1  have  been  most  happy  to  refer  to  the  opinion 
of  my  learned  associate  who  presides  in  the  inorganic  kingdom,  and  who 
so  justly  surrenders  to  the  physiologist  an  interpretation  of  the  living  de- 
partment of  nature.  We  may  therefore  hope  for  an  enlightened  co-ope- 
ration from  this  philosopher,  in  my  efforts  to  place  you  on  the  right  road 
of  inquiry,  should  he  think  it  sometimes  expedient  to  travel  out  of  his  in- 
organic dominions  to  regale  himself  at  the  fountain  of  life.  I  shall 
therefore  have  less  hesitation  in  speaking  of  the  illusory  and  seductive  na- 
ture of  the  experiments  in  organic  clieM)istry,  and  more  especially  of  their 
application  to  the  laws  of  organic  beings — so  seductive,  indeed,  that  they 
beguile  our  senses,  and  cheat  us  of  our  understandings.     You  must  look 
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upon  ;ill  iluNc  doings  as  iipoii  llio  nils  of  loi,'(T(lemnin — apparently  real, 
hut  most  grossly  cK^ficiciil  in  tlicir  prclciidcd  clomciils.  INotwilhstanding 
the  recent  triiinjplis  of  cliemisty  in  the  inori^^anie  kiiii^dorn,  and  tho  vast 
multiplication  of  its  powcnlul  resonrees,  it  has  h.'ft  th(;  whole  science  of 
life  and  disease  just  where  it  ahandoned  them  when  it  was  in  a  connpara- 
tive  infancy — or,  with  only  the  difference  in  the  relative  amount  of  error, 
and  the  exertions  which  are  now  necessary  to  its  exposure  and  defeat. 

Hut.  of  this  suhjeet  I  shall  speak  more  fully  hereafter,  and  shall  only 
now  add  for  the  purpose  of  securing  your  attention  to  th(;  important 
questions  l)efore  us,  that  the  farther  chemistry  pushes  its  investigations, 
the  more  it  multiplies  proofs  that  the  whole  suhjeet  of  life  and  disease 
heloniTS  to  another  department  of  philosophy.  We  find,  Indeefl,  that 
chemistry  is  everywhere  against  the  hypotheses  which  have  been  founded 
upon  its  own  principles;  and,  in  this  negative  sense,  it  will  hnve  grcffthj 
contrihuted  to  the  science  of  life.  All  that  is  now  necessary  to  obtain 
the  full  benefit  of  the  light  which  has  been  thus  reflected,  is  the  permis- 
sion of  chemists  that  it  shall  take  its  natural  direction.  But,  it  has  been 
said  with  a  justice  applicable  to  all  ages,  that  "every  new  system  of 
philosopb.y,  true  or  false,  must  be  embraced  and  introduced  into  medical 
science."  Asclepiades  explained  all  by  the  Epicurean  or  corpuscularean 
philosophy  ;  Galen  and  his  disciples  by  the  philosophy  of  Aristotle ; 
another  eminent  sect  by  the  mechanical  philosophy  of  Newton,  who,  says 
Bryon  Robinson,  ''  discovered  the  cause  of  muscular  motion  and  secre- 
tion, and  furnished  materials  for  explaining  digestion,  nutrition,  and  res- 
piration " — whilst  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  and  numerous  followers  also 
think  it  ^'  possible  that  one  law  alone  (of  a  chemical  nature)  may  govern 
and  act  upon  all  matter;  a  law,"  continues  the  great  chemist,  "  whicb 
might  be  called  the  law  of  animation."  Hence,  it  was  well  said  by 
Bichat,  that  "  chemists  and  mechanical  philosophers,  accustomed  to 
studv  the  phenom.ena  over  which  the  physical  forces  preside,  hnve  car- 
ried their  spirit  of  calculation  into  the  theories  of  the  vital  laws."  The 
principle  is  well  exetuplified  by  the  metaphysician,  Dr.  Reid,  who  says 
that  '•  Mr.  Locke  mentions  an  eminent  musician,  who  believed  that  God 
created  the  world  in  six  days,  and  rested  on  the  seventh,  because  there 
are  but  seven  notes  in  music.  T  myself,"  the  Doctor  continues,  "  knew 
one  of  that  profession  who  thought  that  there  could  be  only  three  parts  in 
harmonv.  because  there  are  but  three  Persons  in  the  Trinity.  A  chemist 
imagined  that  he  had  the  felicity  of  having  discovered  a  principle  (not 
that  of  Newton's  or  Davy's),  which  would  expound  all  the  phenomena 
of  organic  beings.  The  physiologist,  after  listening  to  his  philo'^ophy.  told 
him  that  there  was  but  one  circumstance  adverse;  to  his  discovery,  which 
was,  that  the  physiological  facts  were  all  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  he 
had  supposed.  The  chetrnst  then  begged  the  physiologist  to  state  what 
the  facts  were,  that  he  might  rvplnin  them  by  his  system.  And,  to  the 
same  effect  we  have  the  opinion  of  Lord  Bacon,  who  says  of  Cicero, 
that  **  he  went  about  to  prove  the  sect  of  Arafffniicks  to  be  the  hrsf ; 
for,  saith  he,  ask  a  Stoic  which  philosophy  is  true,  he  will  prefer  his  own. 
Then  ask  him.  which  approaeheth  ncrt  the  truth,  he  will  confess  the 
Acadcmicks.     So  deal  with   the   Epicure,  that   will   scarce  endure   the 
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Stoic  to  be  in  sight  of  him  ;  so  soon  as  he  hath  placed  himself,  he  will 
place  the  Academicks  next  hiin."  Tiie  reasonint^  of  Cicero  is  as  i^ood 
for  the  physiologist  as  for  the  Academicks — for  so  soon  as  the  iatro-cheiiiical 
or  the  iatro-mechanical  philosophers  have  placed  themselves,  each,  and  all 
other  sects  who  build  up  a  spurious  philosophy  of  life,  will  place  the 
physiologist  next. 

The  metaphysician,  Brown,  admonishes  us  emphatically  against  the 
propensity  of  carrying  the  theories  relating  to  favorite  pursuits  into  other 
sciences.  And  thus,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  as  if  in  rebuke  of  Reid,  and 
Locke,  and  Brown  : — 

"  Metaphysical  writers,"  he  says,  "counsel  us  sometimes  very  gravely 
to  silence  imagination,  that  we  may  attend  to  experience,  and  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  reason.  The  advice  is  good,  and  they  would  neither  puzzle 
themselves,  nor  perplex  knowledge,  if  they  took  it  as  they  give  it." 

This  is  the  evil  ;  and  as  well  said  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  "  what  we  are 
to  guard  against  in  our  professional  researches  and  studies,  is  the  influence 
of  partial  and  confined  views,  and  those  favorite  notions  and  speculations 
which,  like  colored  glass,  distort  all  things  seen  through  their  medium." 
We  must  build  upon/ac^s,  and  facts  alone.  Nor  is  this  all  that  is  neces- 
sary. We  must  have  tlie  last  as  well  as  the  first  in  the  series  ;  for  the 
last  fact  may  be  necessary  to  determine  the  proper  application  of  the 
whole,  and  establish  a  sound  generalization,  or  theory  as  it  is  called. 
Hypothesis,  on  the  contrary,  rests  upon  a  partial  array  of  facts  ;  and  this 
is  the  reason  that,  whatever  is  hypothetical  grasps  at  a  thousand  shadows, 
and  perverts  a  thousand  realities.  But,  in  no  inquiries  is  the  mind  so  apt 
to  go  astray,  and  to  carry  its  hypothetical  conclusions  into  other  depart- 
ments of  nature,  as  in  the  science  of  chemistry.  Here,  everything  seems 
demonstrative,  and  yet  everything  may  be  essentially  deceptive.  The 
enlightened  chemist  will  confess  you  this  ;  and  whilst  he  fears  that  the 
fabric  of  inorganic  chemistry  may  be  overthrown,  he  hopes  to  be  more 
permanently  associated  with  organic  nature.  That  he  is  right  in  his  fears, 
every  day  is  supplying  proof  upon  proof.  Sometimes  the  proof  is  posi- 
tive, sometimes  negative;  and  of  the  latter  we  have  just  had  a  remarka- 
ble exemplification  in  the  proclamation  by  the  celebrated  Professor  Chris- 
tison,  that  he  had  converted  the  compound  substance  known  as  cyanogen, 
and  renowned  for  the  mischief  it  has  done  in  organic  philosophy,  into  the 
simple  element  called  silicium,  and  which  is  not  only  a  simple  substance,  but 
utterly  difierent  from  either  of  the  elements  of  cyanogen.  This  is  only 
an  exemplification  of  the  bold  positions  which  are  now  rapidly  taken  by 
chemical  philosophers ;  and,  had  it  turned  out  as  represented  by  the  pro- 
fessor, it  would  have  struck  a  fatal  blow  at  every  principle  in  chemical 
science.  Indeed,  upon  the  strength  of  this  supposed  metamorphosis  of 
nature,  a  learned  friend  told  me  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  the  hal- 
cyon days  of  alchemy  were  about  to  be  realized  in  a  substantial  manner, 
and  that  we  should  soon  have  our  furnaces  for  the  transmutation  of  iron 
into  gold,  and  the  famous  "  tincture  of  all-flowei-s  "  into  the  never-failing 
"  elixir  of  life." 

It  therefore  ceases  to  be  remarkable,  that  chemistry  should  have  pushed 
for  laurels  far  into  the  labyrinth  of  organic  life.     The  perpetual  blast  of 
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\.\w  fiiriKicr,  li()\v(n'(M- — the  iV(M[ucnt  jeopardy  of  life  and  limb  from  explo- 
sive mixtures,  and  tin?  pursuit  ol'  oilier  devices  hy  (huj  and  by  7iiij^kt,  to 
turn  the  whoK?  organic,  kini^^donj  into  tlic  laljoratory,  can  leave  no  doubt 
that  what  may  have  been  oiii^iually  tlie  prompliuij;  of  ambition  i^rows  into 
enthusiastic  delusion.  We  see,  therefore,  the  puzzle  of  the  philosopher 
who  "  observed  to  Crito  how  unaccountable  it  was,  that  men,  so  easy  to 
confute,  should  yet  be  so  (iiflicult  to  convince.  Make  a  point  never  so 
clear,  it  is  great  odds  that  a  man,  \vhos(;  habits  and  the  bent  of  whose 
mind  lie  in  a  contrary  way,  shall  be  unable  to  comprehend  it."  Never- 
theless, "  we  have  amonj^  us  moles  that  dig  deep  under  ground,  and 
eagles  that  soar  out  of  sight.  We  can  act  all  parts,  and  become  all 
opinions  ;  putting  them  on  or  off  with  great  freedom  of  wit  and   humor." 

But,  is  there  no  J undamental  guide  which  may  enable  the  inquirer  after 
truth  to  perceive,  at  the  glance  of  an  eye,  the  wide  gulf  which  separates 
chemistry  from  physiology  ?  A  gulf  so  vast  should  be  everywhere  stud- 
ded with  insignia  in  all  its  surrounding  outskirts.  1  have  already  told 
you  of  many  ;  but  I  w^ill  now  show  you  the  gulf  itself. 

Inorganic  nature  is  at  rest.  Its  great  characteristic  is  vi.s  incrtue.  Here, 
then,  are  no  phenomena  to  denote  the  forces  and  laws  by  which  its  inter- 
nal constitution  is  governed.  But,  it  so  happens  that  chemistry  may  set 
its  forces  in  motion,  overthrow  its  composition,  examine  its  elements,  and 
elicit  a  train  of  phenomena  which  declare  its  fundamental  laws  and  forces. 
These,  therefore,  are  proper  and  necessary  experiments,  since  they  are 
concerned  with  the  forces  of  nature,  and  are  the  only  mode  by  which  we 
can  reach  their  phenomena. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  other  side,  and  see  how  it  is  with  organic  na- 
ture. In  all  things  exactly  the  reverse.  Here,  everything  is  in  mo- 
tion— in  creative  motion.  Its  powers  and  laws  are  open  to  the  observa- 
tion of  all,  through  their  perpetual  and  endless  phenomena — and  to  which 
there  is  nothing  remotely  analofjous  in  those  results  which  are  obtained  by 
the  chemist  when  he  sets  in  motion  the  forces  of  the  inorganic  world. 

In  the  laboratory,  then,  we  have  experiments  upon  nature  in  her  state 
of  torpidity.  In  the  organic  body  we  have  the  experiments  of  nature 
herself.  Consider,  too,  that  in  the  former  case,  they  are  meagre,  uncer- 
tain, and  at  the  mercy  of  every  breeze.  In  the  latter — in  the  individuals 
of  every  species,  they  are  inexhaustible  in  variety,  and  in  all  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  species  varied  according  to  the  varieties  of  organization — 
but  all  concurring  to  demonstrate  a  near  identity  of  forces  and  laws ;  and 
coming  directly  from  nature,  they  cannot  deceive.  Will  you,  therefore, 
prefer  the  experiments  of  man  upon  organic  nature  when  deprived  of  its 
peculiar  properties  and  laws,  and  subjected  to  forces  unknown  to  the  or- 
ganic being — and  worse  than  all,  when  that  being  is  broken  up  in  its  very 
structure  and  elements  ?  Do  you  not  see  the  absurdity  of  such  distor- 
tions of  nature?  Are  you  not  rather  contented  with  her  own  endless  ex- 
periments— so  endless  that  you  may  unceasingly  study  thein  for  the  span 
of  your  life,  and  yet  you  shall  have  only  entered  upon  their  variety. 
What  other  experiments  can  we  require  than  such  as  are  thus  perpetually 
presented  by  the  organic  being — varied  as  the  species,  varied  as  every 
moment,  varied  as  disease  from  health,  and  the  phenomena  always  true 
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to  the  fiuKlaniental  laws  ?  Or,  if  sonielhiii^  may  be  yet  urtiJldaUy 
elicited,  should  it  not  be  done  throui^h  the  Uviit<(  oij^aiiizalion,  that  its 
own  appropriate  forces  and  laws  may  iiave  thtir  share  in  tlie  extorted  re- 
sults ?  Do  you  not  instinctively  answer,  yes?  1  was  certain  that  you 
would,  and  have  so  written  it  down. 

Here  I  had  intended  to  have  made  a  hiatus  in  my  discourse  ;  but  the 
patience  with  which  you  have  listened  encourai^es  me  to  persevere  to  the 
last.  I  have  been  admonished  by  kind  friends,  within  and  without  the 
profession,  that  a  doctor's  discourse  should  never  trespass  beyond  the 
good  old  limit  of  an  hour  ;  and  this  being  my  first  address  to  a  public  au- 
dience, 1  had  almost  determined  to  surrender  my  wonted  habits  of  think- 
ing for  myself.  But  it  certainly  appears  to  be  an  established  rule,  that  a 
professor  of  medicine  can  hazard  only  an  hour — whilst  the  more  bountiful 
allotment  of  two  hours  is  assigned  to  the  parson  (when  he  chooses  to 
take  it),  six  hours  to  the  lawyer,  and  from  twelve  to  forty-eight  hours  to  a 
member  of  Congress.  Whilst  each  keeps  himself  within  the  limits,  re- 
spectively, the  rule  is — never  to  leave  the  room,  nor  to  snore  aloud.  For 
myself,  1  shall  only  ask  for  the  benefit  of  clergy. 

I  will  now  cursorily  glance  at  some  other  mischievous  consequences 
which  have  resulted  from  the  restoration  of  the  physical  doctrines  of  life. 
One  of  the  most  important,  and  most  productive  of  evil,  is  the  prevailing 
hypothesis  which   assigns,  as  the  cause  of  inflammation,  a  stagnation  or 
interruption  of  the  circulation  of  blood  in  the  small  vessels,  which  carry 
on  the  processes  of  disease ;  and  this  doctrine  is  now  extended  by  distin- 
guished writers  even  to  idiopathic  fever.     It  takes  away  all  agency  from 
the  vital  properties,  all   function    from  the  instruments  of  disease,  and  re- 
solves all  the  remarkable,  unique,  and  diversified  phenomena  of  those  two 
great  classes  of  disease,  which  swallow  up  all  the  important  human  mala- 
dies, upon  purely  physical  principles  ;  as  physical  and  as  lifeless  as  if  the 
being  were  positively  dead.     The  hypothesis,  therefore,  offers  no  light  to 
the  practitioner,  nothing  to  guide  his  hand,  no  cheering  consciousness  that 
he  strives   with  a  disease  which  the  mechanic  could  not  as  well  control. 
But,  we  shall  find,  gentlemen,  that  it  is  all  exactly  otherwise,  and   that 
these  diseases  which  make  up  the  great  amount  of  human  suffering,  and 
form  the  principal  oudet  of  life,  are  under  the  same  great  laws  which  de- 
termine all  healthy  processes — only,  however,  partially  modified  by  cer- 
tain  primary  alterations  of  the   properties  of  life.     Were  the  mechanical 
doctrine  true,  of  what  use  to  us  would  be  our  knowledge  of  physiology  ? 
Where  would  be  its  application  to  disease  ?     It  would  have  no  remote 
bearing  upon  the  subject,  and   the  whole  scheme  of  pathology  could  be 
written  out   upon  a  quarto  page.     But,  the  vital  properties,  in  inflamma- 
tion and  fever,  so  far  from  being   paralyzed,  as  it  is  called,  are  exalted  in 
power,  altered  from  their  natural  state,  and  are  the  fundamental  cause  of 
all  the  phenomena  that  are  seen   or  felt.     The  blood  is  neither  stagnant 
nor  coagulate  ;  but  moves   in  the  instruments  of  disease  with  increased 
velocity,  and   in   an    augmented  quantity.     With   these   facts  before  us, 
there   is  something  for  philosophy  to  contemplate,  something  consonant 
with  the  laws  of  life,  and  something  to  encourage  the  practitioner  in  a  ra- 
tional treatment  and  with  the  hope  of  success. 
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Are  you  anxious  to  know  the  origin  of  a  (locliinc  so  (loroo;atory  to  plii- 
losopliVi  so  coiUradictory  of  fact,  so  suiivcisivc.  of  all  rational  piin('i})l('S  in 
nu'dicinc  ?  I  will  tell  you,  then.  Ijik<^  all  our  other  prevailing  physi- 
cal hypotheses,  the  nieehanical  (l()etrin(^  of  innaininatioii  is  only  the 
<i;hosl  of  darker  ai^cs — shorn,  h()\\(!\('r,  of  what  w;is  originally  considered 
its  aniiuatini,^  and  indispensahle  allrihule.  It  was  tli(!  conception  of  one 
Vacca,  an  Italian  physician  of  vivid  imagination,  who  never  pretended 
that  it  rested  on  a  solitary  fact.  It  was  considered,  indeed,  so  utterly 
haseless,  that  Hunter  does  not  refer  to  its  existence.  But,  what  was  thus 
ori^rinally  \\w  projei't  of  imagination,  now  professes  to  rest  upon  exptri- 
mcnt.  It  is  also  a  curious  coincidence,  that  all  the  ex])loded  doctrines  of 
antiquity  which  have  heen  recently  brought  forward  to  decorate  an  age 
which  boasts  of  its  originality,  never  were  advanced  under  even  the  j;re- 
tcndcd  auspices  of  fact.  But,  as  I  have  already  said,  the  most  remarkable 
appendage  to  Vacca's  hypothesis,  and  which  the  inventor  considered  in- 
dispensable, is  studiously  kept  out  of  sight. 

Vacca  maintained  a  debility  of  the  bloodvessels,  in  consequence  of 
which  they  w^ere  said  to  lose  their  power  of  pro])el!ing  the  blood,  and,  as 
another  consequence,  the  blood  is  supposed  to  stagnate  and  coagulate 
within  them.  So  far  his  followers.  But  here  <AciV  pathology  stops;  and 
as  to  their  principles  of  cure,  they  are  of  course  as  mechanical  as  the 
pathology.  But,  a  great  majority  do  not  even  allow  of  independent  ac- 
tion to  the  bloodvessels,  in  their  natural  state,  but  refer  the  whole  move- 
ment of  the  blood  to  the  propelling  power  of  the  heart,  and  perhaps,  also, 
to  hydraulic  pressure.  They  only  recognize,  therefore,  in  inflammation, 
a  mere  physical  relaxation  of  the  coats  of  the  vessels — ;iust  as  leather  is 
relaxed  by  soaking  in  water,  and  probably  much  in  the  same  way.  Their 
diameters  being  thus  enlarj^ed,  the  current  of  blood  is  said  to  stagnate 
like  water  in  the  wide  channels  of  muddy  and  shallow  rivers — this  being, 
verbatim,  their  philosophical  comparison. 

Vacca,  however,  had  the  sagacity  to  perceive  that  mere  passive  relaxa- 
tion of  the  vessels,  and  stagnation  of  blood,  would  never  explain  the  ex- 
alted temperature  of  the  part  inflamed,  and  its  various  other  morbid  phe- 
nomena. He  therefore  boldly  assumed  that  a  real  combustion,  an  abso- 
lute fire  takes  place  in  the  blood  as  a  consequence  of  its  stagnation  in  the 
vessels  ;  nor  have  we  any  other  ground  for  this  o))inion,  than  that  injlam- 
mation  s]gm?ies  a  Jire.  There  are,  he  says,  four  principal  fluids  in  the 
body  ;  namely,  the  blood,  the  serum,  the  fat,  and  the  nervous  fluid.  The 
serum,  he  says,  is  too  watery  to  burn,  but  the  blood  burns  tolerably  well, 
and  the  fat  burns  after  its  well-known  manner.  This,  you  will  also  pro- 
bably surmise,  is  the  origin  of  our  doctrine  of  spontaneous  human  combus- 
tion— which  is  one  of  the  present  embellishments  of  physiology.  The 
nervous  fluid  is  said  by  Vacca  to  be  so  volatile  that  it  escapes  the  confla- 
gration ;  and  it  is  Mi  undecided  whether  it  be  combustible  or  not.  It 
therefore  remains  ^  fair  subject  for  experimental  inquiry  ;  and  it  is  difli- 
cult  to  divine  why  *it  has  been  so  utterly  neglected  by  the  chemist.  It  is 
also  a  fundamental  principle  with  our  projector  of  the  now  prevailing 
doctrine,  that  no  inflammation  can  take  place  without  the  jjresence  of  at- 
mospheric air  to  ignite  the  contents  of  the   bloodvessels.     The  antece- 
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dent  stat^iiution,  he  maintains,  lets  in  the  atniospliere,  wliic.h  draws  the  in- 
daiuinahle  parts  into  the  vessels,  and  there  ignites  them.  The  tumefac- 
tion of  the  part  is  said  to  be  considerably  owini^  to  an  evolution  of  gas 
generated  by  the  process  of  combustion,  and  this  swelling  gives  room  to 
a  farther  ingress  of  combustible  matter. 

Vacca  afhrms  that  these  are  esstntlal  rcrjuisites,  and  that  without  them 
there  can  be  no  iiiHammation.  He  published  this  nonsense  in  1765,  in  a 
work  entitled  '•  De  Intlammaiionis  morbosae  Natura,  Causis,"  etc.,  and  its 
mechanical  part  is  the  now  prevailing  doctrine  of  inflammation  ;  whilst 
one  of  its  vital  consequences,  pus,  is  considered,  as  it  anciently  was,  a 
mere  chemical  decomposition  of  the  tissues  indamed. 

Why  is  this  doctrine  so  extensively  embraced  ?  Because  it  is  capti- 
vating, like  Brown's  and  Broussais's  theories  of  disease,  by  a  simplicity 
which  exempts  the  mind  from  any  laborious  reflection,  either  as  to  the  re- 
mote causes,  the  pathology,  its  contingent  influences,  or  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment. But,  with  Vacca's  embellishment,  there  was  a  factiuous  analogy 
with  the  immense  latitude  over  which  the  science  of  disease  naturally 
stretches.  There  was  at  least  abundant  room  for  the  riot  of  imagination, 
and  something  to  give  a  show  of  plausibility  to  the  stinted  mechanical  part 
of  the  hypothesis.  Living  Nature,  gentlemen,  is  full  of  poetry,  and  man 
gets  all  his  best  poetry  from  her — ^just  as  the  physiologist  obtains  from  her 
all  his  doctrines  of  life  and  disease.  But,  as  there  is  a  poetry  of  the  im- 
agination as  well  as  of  nature,  so,  also,  are  there  imaginary  as  well  as 
real  physiological  doctrines.  Those  which  are  real  are  the  natural  'poetry, 
as  well  as  the  basis  of  medicine — and  they  shrink,  instinctively  as  it  were, 
from  all  physical  and  mathematical  calculations. 

There  is  another  wide  spread  and  fatal  disease,  which  I  regard  as  in- 
flammatory, and  upon  the  philosophy  of  which  I  shall  have  something  to 
say  hereafter.  It  has  attracted  but  little  attention  either  in  respect  to  its 
pathology,  or  treatment,  but  which,  perhaps  more  than  any  acknowledged 
inflammatory  aft'ection,  is  supposed  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  physical 
laws.  This  disease  is  Venous  Congestion ;  appearing  under  simple  forms, 
or  complicated  with  idiopathic  fever.  In  the  former  case,  it  exists  as  an 
independent  affection  of  the  veins,  but  constantly  liable  to  involve  other 
tissues,  or  the  whole  system,  in  sympathetic  influences.  When  connected 
with  idiopathic  fever,  it  still  maintains  the  character  of  a  local  and  dis- 
tinct disease.  The  two,  co-existing,  mutually  influence  and  exasperate 
each  other,  just  as  do  local  inflammations  of  other  tissues  and  idiopathic 
fever,  when  they  co-exist. 

In  respect  to  Venous  Congestion,  it  is  remarkable  that  even  during  the 
ascendancy  of  vitalism,  or  when  pathology  was  generally  considered  in 
its  true  relations  to  nature — it  is  remarkable,  I  say,  that  even  then,  ve- 
nous congestion  was  regarded  in  a  mechanical  sense.  It  was  then,  as 
now,  supposed  to  depend  upon  some  obstruction  to  the  venous  current, 
and  a  consequent  stagnation  of  blood  m  the  congested  veins.  Since  the 
general  revival  of  the  physical  doctrines  of  life,  this  disease  has  attracted 
more  attention,  and  has  been  more  extensively  expounded  upon  mechani- 
cal principles.  The  vital  properties  and  vital  actions  have  been  univer- 
sally excluded   as  elements  in   its   pathology  ;  and  it  has  served  as  a  re- 
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cntitinrr  force  to  tli(^  analo<^oiis  palliology  of  inflaimnalion.  Remedial 
aiidils  have  been  tlRTcfore  applied  upon  pliysical  priiieiples,  and  their 
elieels,  if  salutary  at  all,  are  eonstriK.'d  in  eonfonnily  witli  the  same 
philosophy. 

Considerini;,  iIkmi,  that  inflaniniation,  fever,  and  venous  con^^estion, 
comprise  most  of  the  maladies  we  are  rccjuired  to  trtuit,  it  may  Ij(,'  safely 
said  of  niedical  science,  that   "  there  is  nothing;  stirrint;  hut  stagnation." 

Nevertheless,  I  shall  ultimately  show  that  congestion  of  the  veins,  like 
all  other  diseases,  falls  under  the  common  law  of  dependence  ujion  an 
altered  stale  of  the  vital  properties  of  the  venous  parietes — that  there  is 
no  obstruction,  no  stagnation  of  blood  in  the  case,  but  that  it  flows  in  the 
congested  veins  as  freely  as  in  health.  The  philosophy  of  this  disease  is 
of  vast  magnitude,  since  it  is  scarcely  less  prevalent  than  the  common 
forms  of  inriammalion,  whilst  it  is  more  complex  in  its  influences  upon 
the  system  at  large,  of  far  more  difilcult  treatment,  and  much  more  fatal. 
It  forms  the  predominant  feature  in  the  yellow  fever,  and  in  the  conges- 
live  fevers  of  this  climate,  and  throughout  the  southern  and  western 
States.  It  is  the  great  source  of  their  obstinacy,  and  the  main  cause  of 
their  fatality. 

You  hear  much,  gentlemen,  of  the  great  advances  of  medicine  in  re- 
cent times.  And  so  it  has  advanced  ;  but  only  so  in  the  accumulation  of 
facts.  There  is  scarcely  one  physiological,  or  pathological,  or  therapeu- 
tical doctrine  now  advocated  by  the  "  reformers,^'  as  they  call  them- 
selves, which  was  not  more  or  less  in  vogue  at  degenerate  ages  of  our 
science.  Whether  they  be  anatomical,  chemical,  or  mechanical,  they 
have  all  had  their  day,  and  have  all  been  exploded  as  utterly  contradicted 
by  the  phenomena  of  life  and  disease,  and  by  all  that  is  known  of  or- 
ganic philosophy.  And  this  I  say,  as  due  to  the  great  cause  of  which  I 
am  an  humble  advocate. 

It  is  not  here,  however,  on  American  soil,  that  those  seeds  of  darkness 
have  taken  root.  With  a  few  rare  exceptions,  our  own  medical  philoso- 
phers have  gone  on  cultivating  philosophy.  You  will  not  soon  forget 
that  spirit-stirring  reference,  which  w^as  made  by  our  professor  of  surgery, 
to  the  revolution  of  empires — and  upon  which,  as  1  imagine,  as  well  as 
upon  the  facts  which  I  have  myself  announced,  he  founded  his  conclu- 
sion, that  the  city  of  New  York  may  yet  be  destined  to  supply  Europe 
w  ith  her  medical  philosophers  ;  and  that,  too,  not  unlikely,  within  a  cen- 
tury hence. 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.] 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  aiid  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  article  is  taken  from   a   communication  made  to   the 
Litchfield  County  Medical  Society  at  its  last  annual   meeting.      You  will 
please  dispose  of  it  in  any  way  you  may  think  proper.     Yours,  &ic. 
Goshen,  Ct.,  Dec.  10,  1841.  Samuel  W.  Gold. 

One  of  the  distinguishing  features  of  medical   knowledge,  at  the  pre- 
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sent  day,  is  the  multiplied  facilities  for  ohtainini^  facts  from  a  much  wider 
field  than  fonneiiy.  The  whole  world  is  rapidly  o|)(Miiii«,'  its  stores  to  the 
view  of  scientific  research,  and  the  medical  man  can  now  refresh  his  mind 
amidst  a  multiplicity  of  journals  rich  with  cases  and  various  useful  facts 
gathered  from  the  widely  extended  parts  of  our  own  and  other  countries. 
Amidst  this  hroad  accession  of  useful  knowledge,  few  suhjects  have  af- 
forded more  benefit  to  the  profession  than  those  facts  which  belong  to  the 
department  of  medical  topography.  A  knowledge  of  atmospheric  changes, 
in  respect  to  temperature  and  humidity,  poisonous  effluvia,  the  elevation  ; 
density  of  population,  habits  and  employments  of  the  inhabitants  of  any 
given  section  of  country  ;  also  the  diseases  and  annual  per  cent,  of  deaths, 
are  all  indispensable  to  an  intelligent  understanding  of  our  profession. 

In  connection  with  these  remarks,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  communi- 
cate some  medical  statistics  relative  to  the  town  where  1  at  present  reside. 

Goshen,  situated  near  the  centre  of  Litchfield  county,  is  an  elevated 
table  land.  Its  general  elevation  is  about  1000  feet  above  tide  water. 
The  town  is  9  miles  lonji  from  north  to  south,  and  about  6  broad  from 
east  to  west.  The  surface  is  rolling,  with  swells  generally  of  moderate 
elevation.  Probably  about  one  sixth  of  the  surface  is  covered  with  forest 
trees.  The  soil  is  argillaceous,  and  is  abundantly  supplied  with  water. 
There  are  five  lakes  in  this  town,  of  from  one  to  three  miles  in  circum- 
ference. The  water  in  these  reservoirs,  and  the  streams  issuing  from 
them,  is  usually  clear  and  soft,  containing  but  litde  clayey  impregnation. 
There  are  numerous  permanent  springs,  which  afford  soft  and  very  agree- 
able water.  Most  of  the  wells  exhibit  more  or  less  argillaceous  influence 
fi-om  the  soil.  There  are  several  sections  of  the  town,  most  commonly 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  lakes,  where  a  considerable  quantity  of  peaty  for- 
mation exists.  May  it  not  be  owing  in  part  to  this  fact,  although  princi- 
pally to  the  elevated  position,  that  notwithstanding  the  large  proportion 
of  water  nearly  in  a  state  of  repose,  marsh  miasmata  is  rarely  generated 
here?  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  but  three  cases  of  intermittent  fever, 
which  were  supposed  ever  to  have  originated  in  this  town  ;  and  those  oc- 
curred during  its  early  settlement.  Since  my  residence  here  I  have  met 
with  several  cases  of  this  disease ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  in  every  in- 
stance it  originated  from  abroad,  where  the  patient  had  been  residing  just 
previous  to  the  attack. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  Goshen  during  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  from  1804  to  18*24,  was  274.  The  population  of  the  town  in 
18*20  was  nearly  the  same  as  at  the  present  time,  being  then  1586,  mak- 
ing an  average  number  of  131  deaths  in  each  year  for  that  period. 
This  is,  yearly,  one  in  one  hundred  and  thirteen ;  being  a  smaller  pro- 
portion of  mortality  than  I  recollect  to  have  seen  stated  from  any  other 
part  of  this  country.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  that  occurred  in 
any  one  year  of  the  before-named  period,  was  22 ;  and  the  least,  9. 
The  number  who  died  during  each  month  is  as  follows,  viz.  : — January, 
22  ;  February,  21  ;  March,  31  ;  April,  30 ;  May,  16  ;  June,  21  ;  July, 
26  ;  August,  17  ;  September,  21  ;  October,  23  ;  November,  18;  De- 
cember, 28.  The  greatest  mortality  being  in  March,  and  the  least  in 
May. 
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or  the  '274  dcatlis,  thorc  were  iiiidcr  1  year,  29  ;  from  I  to  10,  54  ; 
10  to  20,  21  ;  20  to  30,  2(}]  30  to  40,  2{);  40  to  50,  I  1  ;  50  to  GO, 
14  ;  ()0  lo  70,  17  ;  70  to  80,  43  ;  80  to  00,  -28  ;   00  lo  100,  5. 

The  causes  of  death,  as  far  as  ascerlaiiicd,  wuic  llie  following,  viz.: — 
Old  ai^c,  11  ;  coiisuiuplion.  35;  fevcM's,  32  ;  fils,  omhracing  a|)oi)lexy, 
|)alsy,  ^c,  20  ;  hydi()(:('|)haliis,  and  various  other  kinds  of  dropsy,  17; 
j)neunK)nia,  14;  other  inllaniniations,  9 ;  croup,  H  ;  hoopin<^  couj^h,  5; 
accidental  deaths,  13,  5  of  which  were  from  drowning,  1  from  freezing, 
and  3  from  hums  ;  child-hed,  4  ;  cancer,  3  ;  intemj)erance,  2  ;  rheuma- 
tism, 1  ;  liver  ailectlon,  2;  diahetes,  2;  dysentery,  2;  poisoning  hy  lau- 
danum, 1  ;  hemorrhage,  1  ;  hilious  colic,  1  ;  mesenteric  ohstructions  and 
marasmus,  8  ;  worms,  1  ;  suicide  by  hanging,  1  ;  complaints  not  ascer- 
tained, 40.  Stillhorn  cases  are  not  included  in  the  above  list  ;  but  were 
they  added,  the  average  yearly  mortality  would  still  be,  probably,  less 
than  1  per  cent. 

The  most  extreme  case  of  longevity  which  has  ever  occurred  in  the 
town,  was  one  of  115  years.  One  died  during  the  last  year  in  the  one 
hundredth  year.  Both  of  these  were  females  ;  the  oldest,  a  native  of 
Africa.  The  whole  number  of  deaths  during  the  last  year,  ending  1st 
January,  1841,  was  8  ;  being  a  trifle  more  than  one  half  per  cent. 

The  thermoineter  usually  ranges  through  the  year  from  3  or  4  below 
to  90  degrees  above  zero.  The  lowest  it  has  fallen  at  the  place  of  my 
residence,  at  any  time  during  the  last  18  years,  was  14  degrees  below, 
and  the  highest  in  the  shade  was  96  above  zero.  A  comparison  of  the 
temperature  here,  with  localities  occupying  much  lower  positions  in  about 
the  same  latitude,  shows  the  thermometer  considerably  less  depressed, 
during  the  coldest  parts  of  the  year,  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter  places. 
During  the  winter  of  1840,  the  thermometer  on  the  coldest  day  was  but 
13  degrees  below,  while  at  Woolcotville,  distant  six  miles,  and  probably 
some  five  or  six  hundred  feet  lower,  the  mercury  fell  to  30  below  zero  ; 
being  17  degrees  colder  than  in  Goshen.  Frost,  frequently,  does  not 
appear  in  autumn  as  soon  by  several  weeks  as  in  low  situations.  The 
atmosphere  has  a  less  chilling  influence  during  the  vernal  and  autumnal 
parts  of  the  year,  and  the  temperature  is  less  extreme  in  its  changes  from 
day  to  night,  than  in  the  neighboring  valleys.  These  circumstances,  no 
doubt,  have  a  favorable  influence  on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  inhabitants  are  mosdy  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  They 
are,  as  a  people,  industrious,  thriving  and  contented  ;  the  pure  and 
elastic  atmosphere  in  which  they  live,  contributing  much  to  keep  up  a 
high  degree  of  nervous  energy,  thereby  awakening  a  spirit  for  action  and 
enterprise,  for  which,  as  a  community,  they  are  so  highly  distinguished. 


(  ^24  ) 
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BOSTON,     DECEMBER    22,    1841. 


DR.    DUNGLISONS   JNTRODUCTORY    LECTURE. 

An  introduciory  discourse  delivered  by  Dr.  Dunglison,  at  ihe  commence- 
ment of  the  present  tertn  of  the  Jetferson  Medical  College,  having  been 
published  by  a  committee  of  the  class,  we  are  provided  with  a  copy,  for 
which  we  return  ihanUs  to  the  gentleman  who  sent  it. 

Dr.  Dunglison  has  written  so  much,  and  deservedly  enjoys  so  good  a 
reputation  with  the  reading  part  of  the  profession,  that  we  hardly  know 
which  of  his  labors  to  refer  to  as  being  superior  to  the  others. 

It  is  very  well  understood,  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  doing  business,  thai 
an  introductory  lecture  before  a  medical  school  at  the  beginning  of  a  term, 
is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  pleasant  method  of  organizing  for  the  sea- 
son— and  these  discourses  were  accordingly  formerly  considered  as  being 
made  to  last  but  a  single   hour,  and   therefore  it  was  of  very  little  conse- 
quence whether   they  were  simple   or  profound,  since   they    were   rarely 
seen  or  heard   of  alter  the    occasion  which  called  them  forth  had  passed 
away.      But  the  character  of  the  times  has  essentially  changed,  with  the 
multiplication   of  schools,    and   the   increase   and   rivalry   of  learned  and 
ambitious  faculties.     These   introductories  are   now  looked  upon  with  an 
uncommon  degree  of  interest,  as  an  index  of  the  minds  of  the  men  who 
give  them  ;  and  each  one  is  also,  to  a  degree,  a  schedule  of  the  proposed 
plan  of  operation   and    the  policy  of  the   institution,  accompanied  by  the 
mature  thoughts  of  a  person  prominent  in  society,  whose   professional  in- 
fluence and  experience  enable   him  to  speak   with  authority  to  those  who 
are  just  entering  upon  the  responsibilities  connected  with  the  practice  of 
medicine.     In  short,  these  annual  introductory  discourses,  in   the  medical 
colleges   of  the  United  States,  constitute,  to   a   good    degree,  the   medical 
literature  of  the   country.     They  are  now  altogether  our  finest  specimens 
of  medical  writing,  and  will  compare  with  those  from  elevated  sources,  in 
any  part  of  Europe. 

We  cannot  very  well  dissect  out  of  this,  or  any  other  introductory  of 
the  season,  several  of  wiiich  are  before  us,  particular  pages,  as  strikingly 
beautiful  or  original,  beyond  anything  that  has  gone  before  them.  They 
are  all  good,  as  a  series,  and  those  who  are  careful  to  preserve  them,  will 
have  a  treasure  that  posterity  will  value  exceedingly.  In  this  lecture,  the 
professor  gives  a  succinct  history  of  the  past,  and  speaks  encouragingly  of 
events  which  are  to  come.  He  writes  with  facility,  and  always  in  a  style 
that  is  both  pleasing  and  instructive. 


RaymoTid^s  Fracture  Apparatus. — Some  months  since,  mention  was 
made  in  this  Journal  of  an  invention  of  an  ingenious  apparatus  for  the 
management  of  fractures  of  the  lower  extremities,  which  was  manufac- 
tured by  Mr.  N.  S.  Raymond,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  which  seemed  to  re- 
commend itself  to  the  special  notice  of  surgeons.  Some  who  examined  it, 
suggested  that  it  was  not  strong  enough  to  support  the  limb  and  keep  the 
fractured  extremities  of  a  bone  in  place,  should  the  patient,  in  some  un- 
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'to 


frnnriled  moment,  liappcn  to  nllcinpl  .-i  cliMrif^'c  in  ilio  position  of  liis  bod}'. 
On  heini:!^  inlornu'd  of  this,  Air.  Ixaymond  ;il  once  ohvialod  lliul  appre- 
liondcd  (leiecl,  by  i,nving  greater  j-i/(.'  to  tlie  various  paraHel  splints,  and 
greater  thickness  to  the  semicircular  iron  hands,  to  \vlii<-h  the  bars  are 
riveted.  Tlie  screws,  straps,  <icc.,  were  ah^o  made  a  few  sizes  larger,  and 
thus  he  completely  obviated  any  objections  liial  might  be  made  on  that 
score.  A  specimen  wiih  these  improvements  lias  been  forwardc'd,  and 
appears  entirely  unol)jeclionable. 

We  liave  not  ascertained  whether  the  first  one  brought  to  this  city,  and 
which  was  immediately  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  of  a  neigh- 
boring hospital,  has  yt't.been  used.  We  hope  soon,  however,  to  hear  that 
it  has,  and  that  we  shall  be  furnished  with  the  results,  accompanied  by 
such  observations  as  would  naturally  be  made  by  a  discreet  operator,  de- 
sirous of  availing  himself  of  all  the  improvements  of  the  age,  in  this  de- 
partment of  his  art.  Having  been  impressed,  on  the  first  examination, 
with  a  conviction  that  the  true  principle  of  counter-extension  was  develop- 
ed in  Mr.  Raymond's  contrivance,  we  are  desirous  that  those  who  have 
opportunity,  make  a  fair  trial  with  it.  The  surgeons  in  Oneida  county, 
certainly,  ought  to  look  to  the  matter  at  once,  since  they  have  a  ready  ac- 
cess to  the  manufacturer.  No  agent  has  yet  been  appointed  in  New 
England  ;  hence  we  must  look  to  the  surgeons  of  western  New  York  for 
the  regular  series  of  reports — for  such  would  influence  those  most  likely 
to  manifest  interest  in  the  invention.  Gentlemen  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try can  examine  the  one  lodged  at  this  office — and  should  any  one  express 
a  wish  to  use  it  in  any  case  that  may  fall  under  his  care,  by  sending  a 
proper  reference,  it  is  at  his  service  for  any  reasonable  period. 


Evidence  of  the  Re-union  of  Broken  Bones. — In  the  New-York  Medical 
Gazette,  there  is  a  curious  statement  in  regard  to  a  method  of  ascertaining 
the  progress  of  the  re-union  in  fractured  bones,  which  we  do  not  recollect 
of  having  elsewhere  seen.  If  subsequent  observation  proves  the  assertion 
of  Dr.  Le.'.ler,  the  reputed  discoverer,  to  be  true,  the  importance  of  the 
fact  can  hardly  be  estimated  by  surgeons.  The  matter  is  substantially 
this,  viz.  :  that  nails  on  the  fingers  and  toes  do  not  grow,  while  the  fracture 
is  in  the  process  of  being  healed.  Nothing  can  be  easier  than  to  ascer- 
tain whether  this  happens  or  not,  in  any  hospital,  and  that,  too,  within  a 
few  weeks.  The  editor  very  naturally  asks  the  following  question — 
"  Does  this  arrest  of  growth  depend  merely  on  the  fracture  of  the  limb,  or 
is  it,  as  the  editor  of  the  Brit,  and  Foreign  Med.  Review  suggests,  but  indi- 
rectly connected  with  the  fracture,  depending  on  the  well-known  principle, 
that  the  growth  of  the  various  horny  tissues  depends  on  the  amount  of 
waste  to  which  they  are  exposed?"  Should  an}'^  of  our  correspondents 
be  possessed  of  knowledge  upon  this  subject,  or,  by  a  series  of  inquiries 
which  they  may  be  induced  to  institute,  convince  ihenjselves  that  such  a 
law  of  the  animal  economy  does  really  exist,  they  would  confer  a  peculiar 
favor  by  communicating  the  result  of  their  observations  to  the  medical 
public. 

The  Construction  of  Prescriptions. — Modern  practitioners  make  them- 
selves merry  over  the  elaborate  prescriptions  of  physicians  of  the  last  and 
preceding  centuries.  Forty  or  fifty  articles  were  apparently  selected  with 
great  care,  and  with  reference,  many  times,  to  the  aspect  of  the  planets. 
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especially  the  moon.  To  have  had  the  necessary  qualifications  for  pre- 
scribing in  the  sick  chamber,  in  those  apfes,  presupposes  a  life  of  inces- 
sant and  accurate  study.  But  another  hundred  years  will  so  change  the 
respectability  of  our  present  medical  prescriptions,  that  many  of  them  will 
doubtless  be  choicely  preserved  in. glass  cases,  to  exhibit  the  blindness,  if 
not  ignorance,  of  practitioners  in  the  polished  era  of  1S41.  Our  prescrip- 
tions are  certainly  again  becoming  rather  complicated.  It  is  true,  that 
they  do  not  invariably  contain  twenty  different  medicinal  articles,  to  be 
mixed  and  swallowed  at  once,  but  some  of  them  embrace  a  startling  num- 
ber of  ingredients.  Does  not  this  require  looking  after  by  reflecting,  phi- 
losophical physicians?  The  tendency  seems  to  be  to  run  into  an  unne- 
cessary farrago  of  drugs,  which  are  quite  likely  to  neutralize  each  other. 


Diseases  of  the  Lungs. — Persons  suflfering  from  any  form  of  disease  of 
the  lungs,  especially  those  w!io  do  not  feel  able  to  pay  a  physician,  may 
always  receive  advice  gratuitously,  at  the  Boston  Institution,  expressly 
designed  for  such,  whether  from  the  country  or  residing  in  the  city.  A 
generous  part  of  the  system  consists  in  giving  medicines  also.  Many 
have  resorted  there  under  the  impression  that  their  lungs  were  extensively, 
if  not  irrecoverably,  affected,  and  perhaps  ascertained  that  the  seat  of  the 
malady  was  in  some  other  organ.  Minute  stethoscopic  examinations,  to- 
gether with  a  constant  study  of  the  condition  of  the  chest,  in  sickness 
and  health,  give  the  physicians  of  the  Lung  Infirmary  great  facility  in 
ascertaining  the  exact  state  of  things — which  is  always  of  consequence  to 
the  applicant.  While  the  medical  class  remain  in  the  city,  an  occasional 
visit  to  this  Infirmary  would  very  much  conduce  to  their  benefit. 


Dr.  Haynes's  TJtero-abdnminal  Supporters. — These  instruments  ap- 
pear to  maintain  the  reputation  which  they  acquired  soon  after  their  in- 
troduction to  public  notice,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  others  in  the 
market.  We  have  heard  of  cases  where  they  have  been  used  to  advan- 
tage as  umbilical  trusses.  Large  numbers  of  them  are  sold  for  the  relief 
of  the  various  conditions  of  the  abdomen  and  uterus  to  which  they  are 
adapted.  A  lot  of  them,  of  superior  workmanship,  have  lately  been  re- 
ceived at  this  ofHce,  where  may  also  be  found  various  other  kinds  of  the 
same  instrument. 

Carbonate  of  Iron. — The  protection  of  carbonate  of  iron  from  decom- 
position, by  means  of  honey  (mixed  therewith  to  form  pills),  depends  on 
the  property  possessed  by  saccharine  substances  of  preventing  oxidation. 
The  pil.  ferri  comp.  of  the  London  Pharmacopceia  is  prepared  with  trea- 
cle, in  conformity  with  this  theory  ;  which  circumstance  ought  to  be  gene- 
rally understood,  as  a  departure  from  the  strict  letter  of  the  instructions 
would,  in  this  instance,  materially  alter  the  result.  The  saccharine  car- 
bonate of  iron  was  introduced  into  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopceia  on  the 
same  principle.  The  difHculty  of  preserving  carbonate  of  iron  unchanged, 
has  always  been  in  some  degree  an  obstacle  to  its  employment  as  a  medi- 
cine. The  mistura  ferri  comp.  of  the  London  Pharmacopceia,  although 
an  agreeable  and  valuable  preparation  when  fresh  made,  becomes  decom- 
posed in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and  its  usefulness  is  therefore  limited. 
Mr.  Redwood  has  contrived  a  method  of  exhibiting  pure  carbonate  of  iron, 
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which  is  particularly  deserving  of  allcnliori.  As  ^^ooii  as  it  is  prepared, 
he  encloses  it  iu  capsules  of  «^elatiiic  ;  which,  l)y  excluding  the  ulmos- 
plieie,  protect  it  from  tlecomposiiioii,  and  preserve  it  in  a  corivcriicTit  form 
for  administration  for  an  indefinite  period.  The  capsules  contain  ten  or 
fifieen  iziains,  which  is  (juite  suflicienl  for  a  do.'<e  in  ordinary  cases. — Vhar- 
macciUical  Transactions. 


Medical  MisvcUanij.  —  Smallpox  has  appeared  at  Mecklinburgh  Co.,  Va. 
in  a  formidable  manner — having  already  carried  off  many  persons. — M. 
Petrecjuin,  it  appear>,  in  a  case  of  partially  opaque  cornea,  the  opacity 
being  on  the  inferior  two  thirds,  cut  the  superior  rectus  so  as  to  produce 
an  artificial  squint  downwards,  and  thus  brought  the  transparent  part  of 
the  cornea  in  relation  with  the  horizontal  rays  of  light. — Dr.  Alban  Smith, 
of  New  York,  has  opened  an  institution  for  the  treatment  of  calculous  af- 
fections and  other  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs.  He  was  formerly  pro- 
fessor of  surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  that  city. 
— There  are  two  hundred  and  forty  students,  it  is  said,  in  the  University 
Medical  School  in  New  York. — At  Williams  College  the  President  has 
obtained  one  of  Auzoux's  manikins,  for  teaching  elementary  anatomy, 
which  is  studied  in  the  senior  year  at  that  thriving  Institution. — Besides 
the  Bloomingdale  Orthopedic  Infirmary,  managed  by  Dr.  Mott,  exclu- 
sively, Drs.  Dorr  and  Brewster  have  another,  which  appears  to  be  well 
esteemed,  and  therefore,  it  is  presumed,  is  well  sustained. — Word  comes 
that  a  new  medical  journal,  under  the  inmiediate  patronage,  and  conduct- 
ed by  the  professors  of  the  new  University  Medical  School,  in  New  York, 
will  appear  about  the  first  of  January. — A  new  apparatus  for  amputation 
has  been  devised,  which  takes  off  a  limb  in  "  ten  seconds,^^  says  a  cor- 
respondent, and  is  favorably  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Mower,  of  the  U.  S.  Army, 
and  other  eminent  surgeons  who  have  ^qqu  it.  Some  particulars  in  re- 
gard to  the  invention  are  expected  for  publication. — The  boldness  and  in- 
genuity of  the  venders  of  patent  medicines  in  this  and  other  cities,  is  very 
striking.  One  of  them  slates  that  our  pleasant  neighbor,  Dr.  Bartlelt,  re- 
stored a  female,  who  was  badly  used  last  week  by  burq:Iars,  to  sensibility, 
by  Sherman's  lozenges,  and  dressed  her  wounds  with  the  poor  man's 
plaster  I 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Dixon's  Case  of  Operation  for  Clefl  Palate  will 
be  inserted  next  week. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Dec  18,  35.— Males,  19  ;   Females,  16. 

Of  consumption,  7— suicide,  1— scarlet  fever,  9— brain  fever,  1— scrofula,  1— infantile,  2— lead  poi- 
son, 1 — debility,  1— apoplexy,  2— lung  fever,  3— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— croup,  2— intempe- 
rance, 1— accidental,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1. 

UTERO-ABDOxMINAL   SUPPORTEli. 

The  subscriber  havinc  moved  from  No.  Ifi  Howard  street  to  No.  3  Winter  .street,  would  inform  medi- 
cal eentlemen  thai  he  still  continues'to  manufacture  his  improved  "Chaimn's  Abdominal  Supporter," 
and  they  can  be  lurnished  with  this  instrument  (which  has  been  found  .so  useful  in  cases  of  prolapsus 
uteri,  abdominal  and  dorsal  weaknesses,  as  well  a.s  in  cases  of  prolapsus  ani),  from  .§2,50  to  )*7,00,  ac- 
cordini,' to  the  finish.  Perineum  straps  (e.vtra)  at  75  cts.  to  §1,00.  The  measure  of  the  patients  to 
be  taken  around  the  pelvis  in  inches. 

Reference  may  be  had  to  the  following  physicians  in  Boston,  amone  others,  who  recommend  this  in- 
Btrument:— Drs.  .John  C.  Warren,.!.  Randall,  W.  (JhaiininK,  Geo.  Hayward,  J.  Ware,  E.  Reynolds, 
Jr.,  J.  JeflVies,   (;.  B.  Doane,  .1.  V.  ('.  Smith,  W.  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  llomaiis,  J.  Mason   Warren,  &c. 

The  supporter,  with  printed  instructions  for  applying  the  same,  will  be  furnished  and  exchanged 
until  suitably  fitted,  by  application  personally,  or  by  letter,  to  A.  F.  B.\R TLETT, 

No.    3   Winter,   corner  of  Washington   St.,  Boston. 

The  above  may  also  be  obtained  of  Messrs.  James  Green  <fc  Co.,  Worctsler ;  G.  H.  Carletou  &, 
Co.,  Lowell ;  Joshua  Durgin  &.  Co.,  Tortland,  Me. 


Mtdical  Advertistments. 

INSTRUMENTS. 

Theodore  MeTCA.Lr,  Apothecary,  No.  33  Trent  >\n  Uow,  offers  to  Hurgeona  and  dentiats,  the  beat 
selected  ad:9ortnieut  of  Iiistruineiits  to  be  Ibuiul  in  the  city  :  couaisting  in  part  of  Amputating,  Trepan- 
uiM^,  Otiatetncal,  Uiaaeitiiij^,  rfUHbisiiius,  Pocket,  E>e  and  Ctn.pei'te  tJuses  ;  ricitrili<:alorit,  L'allitiera, 
Bougies,  Bitoniach  fumps,  Injecting  do.,  rijiringund  Tliunil)  I.aiicels,  Dissectinj^  and  Uressing  ricisnfjr!*, 
Trocars,  Needles,  Hialouries-,  Dressing,  Ui.-ssectinf^,  Polypua  and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonail  Instruiueiita, 
4I.C.  &c.  of  American  and  Eni^iish  manufacture. 

Extracting  Forceps,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly,  of  superior  form  an<l  finish  ;  Excavators,  Burra,  Plun- 
gers, UriUs,  Flies  ;  Cutting,  Splitting  and  Flinching  Forceps  ;  (ji  j|d  and  Flutina  Plate  and  Wire,  Holder 
and  Springs,  Gold  and  Tin  Foil,  iMiNKbAL  'I'eeth,  in  great  variety  (much  the  largest  assortment  to  be 
found  in  N.  England),  Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  de- 
jmrtmenls  of  Dentistry. 

All  orders  from  the  country  carefully  and  promptly  executed.  D.  1. — 6m 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  undersigned  have  united  fur  the  purpose  of  receiving  students   in  medicine  and   aftbrding  them 
complete  prolessionul  education.     The  following  are  some  of  llie  advantages  which  are  ofl'ered. 

Students  will  be  admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  the  Intirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.  At  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Uowditch  will  deliver  a 
course  of  clinical  lectures;  and  there,  but  more  particularly  at  the  Infirmary,  the  students  will  be 
practised  in  the  physical  examination  t»f  j)ulnu)nary  diseases. 

Occasional  opportuniiies  will  be  had  for  private  practice  in  midwifery,  surgery,  &c.,  in  one  of  the 
largest  disi)ensaries  of  the  city. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  abundant  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
and  students  may  feel  assured  nothing  will  be  wanting  in  this  department. 

A  meeting  of  the  students  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  cases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, will  be  held  weekly,  under  the  superintendence  of  one  of  the  instructers. 

Gentlemen,  previous   to   presenting  themselves  for   their  degrees,   will  be  specially  and   minutely 
examined  in  the  ditierent  branches  with  a  view  to  their  creditable  appearance. 
A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  follows. 

On  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  and  iMidwifery,  by  ....        Dr.  Bowditch. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clie-.nistry,  by        -        .         .        .  -        -     Dr    Wiley. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    -  -         .        -        .        .     Dn.  Siiattlck. 

Descrii)tive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  -         -        Dr.  P.vKii.MAN. 


Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  light,  free  of  expense. 

For  terms,  apply  to  S.  Parkman,  M.D.,   7  West  street. 


H.  I.   UOWDITCH,  G.  C.  SHATTUCK,  JR. 

O.   13— toptf  H.  G.  WILEY,  S.  PARKMAN. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriber.  Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  will  receive  pupils  and  give 
personal  instruction  in  the  various  brunches  of  medical  science.  He  will  devote  to  them  such  time, 
and  afford  them  such  opiiortunilies  aiul  facilities  for  study  and  practice,  as  are  essential  lor  a  thortnigh 
and  {)raciical  medical  education.  The  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Hos|)ital  will  be  constantly 
open  to  his  students,  and  clinical  instruction,  on  the  cases  as  they  occur,  will  be  given.  Abundant  fa- 
cilities for  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  of  materia  medica  and  the  disi)eiisiiig  of  medicines  will  be 
afforded. — For  terms,  and  more  particular  information,  application  can  be  made  at  the  Hospital  or  by 
letter.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

Chelsea,  September,  1841.  Sep. 8 — eoptf. 

HOMCEOPATIIIC  BOOKS  AND  MEDICINE  CHESTS. 
Otis  Clapp,  No.  10  School  street,  Boston,  has  for  sale,  Currie's  Practice  of  Ilomceopathy  ;  Everest 
on  do.  •,  Broacke  on  do.;  Dunsfbrd's  Practical  Advantages  of  do ;  Dunsfbrd's  do.  Remedies ;  Qiiin's 
PharnuicopttMa  ;  Simpson's  do. ;  Hahnemann's  Organon  ;  Jeane's  do.  Practice;  Jahr's  Manual  ;  Her- 
rings's  do.,  or  Domestic  Physician;  Ruurt"'s  Repertory  ;  Currie's  Domestic  do.;  Broacke's  Diseases  of 
the  Alimentary  Canal,  and  Constipation,  with  notes  by  Dr.  Humphrey.  Also  small  works  for  popular 
use  by  Croserio,  Eustaphieve,  Everest,  (Jreen,  Herring,  Des  Guidi,  <fcc.  Medicine  Chests  for  saleas 
above.  O.  C.  is  agent  lor  the  Homujopathic  Examiner,  by  A.  Gerard  Hall,  published  monthly  in 
Ne.w  York.  My  12— 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  IIaynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  ollice.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  !$4— without,  $3,50.  By  addressing  the 
publisher.   No.  184  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  Ibllowing  agents:— In  New  Hami)shire,  Drs  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton;  A.  Harris,  Colebrook  ;  M.  Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith;  E.  Bartlett, 
Haverhill;  D.  Crosby,  Hanover ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst;  J.  Smith,  Dover;  J.  C.  Eastnjan,  Ham- 
stead;  C.  B.  Hamilton,  Lyme;  Slickney  «fc  Dexter,  Lancaster ;  J.  B.  Abbott,  Boscawen  ;  N.  Kendall 
<k  Co.,  Nashua.  In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewell,  St.  Johnsbury.  L.  S.  Bartlell,  Lowell,  Mass.  J.  Balch, 
Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monlhlv  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  '  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  bv  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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INTF,IlRUPTi:i)   SUTURE   IN   CASES   OF  CLEFT   PALATE. 

To  /he  E  l-tnr  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  difficuliy  of  passing  the  interrupted  suture  in  cases  of 
cleft  palate,  as  well  as  in  all  cases  o\  deeply-incised  wounds,  where  ad- 
hesive plaster  and  compresses  are  inefficient,  as  in  tlie  axilla  and  pe- 
rineum, induced  me  to  devise  the  little  affairs  1  herewith  enclose.  They 
were  much  esteemed  by  my  preceptor,  the  late  George  Bushe,  hik!  have 
been  favorably  noticed  by  my  friends  generally.  I  will  briefly  state  the 
rationale  of  their  application,  and  a  case  or  two  illustrating  their  use. 

In  the  operation  for  cleft  palate,  after  the  edges  of  the  division  are  pre- 
pared  for  approximation,   however  well    your   patient    may   have    been 
schooled  by  frequent  irritation  of  the  fauces  (a  measure  that  should  never 
be  neglected),  you  cannot  rely  on  a  moment's  quiet.     Every  instrument, 
as  yet  devised,  renders   it  essential  that  the   patient  should  be  perfectly 
quiescent  for  at  least  a  minute,  before  the  operator  can  pass  a  single  su- 
ture.    In  the  event  of  coughing  or  vomiting  occurring  at  the  moment  one 
side  of  the  cleft  is  punctured,  and   the  operator  is  about  transferring  the 
point  of  his  needle  to  the  other,  the  most  disastrous  results  may  follow. 
I  have  seen  the  suture,  already  passed,  torn  completely  out,  and  the  base 
of  the  tongue  wounded  by  the  needle,  obliging  the  operator  to  abandon 
the  operation.     These  needles  allow  such  perfect  command  that  they  can 
be  withdrawn  in  an  instant.     Indeed,  it  must  be  evident  to  all  who  are 
accustomed  to  perform  operations  within  the  mouth,  that  prolonged  inuni- 
pulations  cannot  be  endured  for  any  definite  time  by  the  most  resolute  pa- 
tient, nor  can  sutures  sufficient  to  approximate  the  deeper  parts  of  many 
wounds  be  passed  with  any  needle   at   present  in  use.     I  consider  these 
much   j)referahle   also  for  hare-lip.     They   are    to  be  made  as  follows. 
The  one,  it  will  be  perceived,  is   the    needle  already   in   use,  and  known 
among  surgeons  as  the  American  needle ;  the  other  has  an  opening  in  the 
eye;  and  their  combined  use  constitutes  my  invention.     They  must  be 
made  of  equal  thickness  from  the  eyes  to  the  handle.     The  eyes  should 
be  as  near  the  point  as  possible,  the  part  in   which   they  are  made  being 
flattened,  vertically  as  it  regards  the  curve  of  the  needles. 

Tlie  needles,  one  in  each  hand  of  the  operator,  are  supposed  in  the 
following  diagram  to  be  passing  the  suture  through  a  deeply  incised 
wound  a  full  inch  from  the  surface  ;  as  soon  as  their  points  appear  in  the 
wound,  the  thread  is  taken  from  the  eye  of  one  needle,  by  means  of  the 
opening  in  the  eye  of  the  other;  both  needles  are  then  withdrawn  at 
21 
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Interrupted  Suture  iti  Casts  of  Cleft  Palate. 


once  :  llie  thread  being  transferred  from  the  right  to  the  left  hand  needle, 
is  of  course  left  behind,  and  can  then  be  tied.  It  is  of  great  consequence 
that  the  exact  curve  should  he  preserved  in  forming  ihtMii,  that  the  t-ye  should 
be  as  near  the  point  as  it  can  possibly  be  placed,  and  that  (^ach  needle  should 
penetrate  the  integument  as  far  behind  the  edges  of  the  wound,  as  it  is  de- 
signed to  penetrate  in  depth,  for  reasons  apparent  in  the  diagram.  Tlie 
points,  moreover,  sliould  be  fl;it,  and  of  the  shape  of  those  annexed — as 
indeed  all  needles  should  be,  for  a  round  and  sharp-pointed  needle  is  a 
wedge,  and  will  penetrate  with  diOiculty  ;  whilst  these  retain  the  cutting 
principle.  It  is  important,  also,  to  pay  great  attention  that  the  little  pro- 
jection constituting  that  part  of  the  cleft  needle  nearest  its  point,  should 
not  project  above  the  opposite  one,  or  it  would  catch  in  the  muscle  in 
withdrawing  it.  In  short,  if  made  precisely  like  the  draft,  they  will  work 
most  admirably.  For  cleft  palate,  the  handles  may  be  made  twice  the 
leniith  of  those  annexed. 


I  operated  on  a  son  of  Judge  Degroot,  of  English  Neighborhood,  N. 
Jersey,  aged  9  years.  Professor  Parker,  of  this  city,  was  present.  Tho 
case  was  a  compouiid  hare-lip,  and  it  was  necessary  to  remove  a  portion 
of  the  jaw  and  one  of  the  upper  incisor  teeth.  The  lips  were  approxi- 
mated with  the  above  needles,  and  the  case  did  well.  I  intend  sliortly 
to  operate  on  the  palate  which  is  divided  through  the  uvula  and  velum. 

Though  1  have  used  them  in  eleven  cases  of  hare-lip,  1  will  state  but 
one  other.  This  was  a  patient  of  Dr.  James  Miller,  of  this  city.  It  was 
also  a  compound  case,  and  the  patient  was  but  10  hours  old.  The 
child  could  neither  swallow  nor  suck,  without  imminent  danger  of  suffo- 
cation.  With  the  exception  of  one  of  the  stitches  constituting  the  lower 
part  of  one  side,  for  the  cleft  was  double,  the  case  did  well.  Union  was 
perfect  in  seven  days,  and  the  child  sucked  comfortably. 

A  young  girl  was  brought  to  the  city,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  late 
Dr.  Wright,  by  whom  she  was  transferred  to  me.  She  labored  under  the 
distressing  condition  of  an  incised  wound  from  the  vagina  to  the  rectum  ; 
the  latter  being  opened  about  half  an  inch,  but  the  former  full  two  inches. 
The  injury  had  been  received  by  sliding  from  a  hay-stack  and  alighting 
on  a  scythe.  I  passed  three  sutures  with  my  needles,  and  a  perfect  union 
was  the  result. 

1  have  used  them  in  many  other  cases,  but  the  above  explain  them 
sufficiently.  E.  H.  Dixon. 

New  York,  December,  1841. 


(  331   ) 
DIt    I'AINEd  INTRODI'CTORY   I.KCTL'UE 

(('niirlndcd  Croiii  i>imc  .'tiw'l.) 

Bl't,  lIuMv  is  oiH»  i)Iiysi()l()<^firal  heresy  of  which  I  have  not  spoken,  and 
with  which  w  c  have  l)een  also  favored  hy  llic  physical  speculators,  which 
surpasses  all  others  in  its  degradin*,^  tendencies — for  it  overthrows  the 
science  of  physiology  and  medicine  at  its  very  foundation.  Like  all  the 
rest,  however,  it  was  a  doctrine  of  the  dark  ages.  It  appears  to  have  had 
its  revival  in  the  lahorntonj,  though  not  exactly  within  the  prerogatives 
of  that  nioilcsi  handmaid  of  Nature.  It  has,  however,  won  its  way  ex- 
tensively into  medical  favor,  and  cheinislry  is,  as  usual,  thanked  for  the 
blessing. 

This  doctrine  supposes  tliat  the  fluids  circulate  in  the  small  vessels  by 
capiUanj  attraction — just  as  oil  ascends  in  a  lamp-wick,  or  water  is 
imbibed  by  a  sponge.  So  we  are  told  by  Liebig,  for  instance,  the  great 
organic  chemist,  and  by  many  others.  The  doctrine,  I  say,  is  necessarily 
subversive  of  all  physiological,  pathological,  and  therapeutical  principles — 
since  it  is  one  of  mere  mechanics.  All  the  important  vital  processes 
being  carried  on  by  the  small  vessels,  it  must  be  perfectly  apparent,  upon 
the  doctrine  of  capillary  attraction,  that  nothing  of  a  vital  nature  can  be 
performed  by  these  vessels.  In  short,  I  know  of  no  doctrine  so  deroga- 
tory to  medical  philosophy  as  this  one  of  capillary  attraction. 

The  ignorant  pretend  er  w\\\  tell  us  that  all  this  is  unimportant;  though 
no  one  is  so  much  directed  by  hypothesis,  or  theory,  as  this  very  pretend- 
er himself.  Does  not  every  empiric  in  the  land  prescribe  his  drastic  ca- 
thartics for  the  purpose  of  cleansing  the  blood  of  its  supposed  impurities? 
Are  they  not  exactly  on  a  par,  in  their  doctrines,  and  in  their  practice, 
with  the  most  speculative  of  our  enlightened  humoralists?  Nay,  have 
the  ignorant  portion  of  that  sect,  our  Brandreths,  our  Morisons,  et  id 
omne  genus,  any  reference  whatever  to  facts  or  experience?  Is  it  not  all 
hypothesis,  and,  therefore,  all  a  reckless  waste  of  human  life?  How  is  it 
with  the  homoeopath  ?  Certainly  all  hypotJiesis,  and  never  a  fact  but 
such  as  demonstrate  his  errors — if  nothing  worse.  Mount  up  the  scale, 
and  you  shall  find  at  every  step  of  your  ascent,  from  him  who  prowls 
about  the  outskirts  of  the  profession,  to  him  who  directs  the  all-potent 
drug  with  the  most  consummate  skill,  that  each  and  all  mainly  rely  upon 
their  conceptions  of  the  philosophy  of  disease.  But  you  shall  also  find, 
that  in  proportion  as  Nature  has  been  taken  for  their  guide,  and  as  medi- 
cal principles  are  founded  upon  the  absolute  phenomena  of  life,  in  their 
healthy  and  morbid  aspects,  there  will  always  be  the  greatest  reference  to 
facts  and  experience.  How  momentous,  then,  that  we  should  follow  Na- 
ture, and  that  our  theories  should  be  derived  from  her  observation  alone. 

The  human  mind  will  have  its  theories  upon  all  subjects ;  and  the 
whole  history  of  medicine  is  a  perpetual  exemplification,  that  in  no  in- 
quiries do  theory  and  hypothesis  abound  so  universally  as  in  the  healing 
art.  This  arises,  in  part,  from  the  intricacies  of  the  subject,  but  mostly 
so  from  the  constitution  of  the  mind  itself.  The  Almighty  designed  it 
for  theoretical  conclusions,  and  set  us  the  example  in  those  stupendous 
Theories  upon  which  the  Universe,  and  all  it  contains,  are  founded.     And 
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what  else  are,  or  should  be,  our  theories,  than  findinj^  out  and  adopting 
those  of  which  He  is  the  Author?  What  other  theory  in  the  natural 
world  can  there  be,  than  such  as  are  instituted  by  the  Ahnij^hty  Bein«^? 
And  shall  we  hesitate  to  embrace,  and  to  act  upon  such  theories  ?  And 
yet  it  is  one  of  the  improvements  of  our  day,  to  insist  upon  nothing  but 
facts,  and  to  denounce  all  principles  in  medicine;  as  if  the  Almighty  liad 
not  ordained  principles  and  laws  as  well  as  facts — which  are  mere  emana- 
tions from  the  former. 

But,  who  are  they  that  would  thus  convert  our  noble  and  stupendous 
science  into  its  barbarian  infirmities?  They  are  the  greatest  theorists  of 
the  age — promulgating  their  speculations  under  cover  of  this  pretension. 
This  propensity  of  the  mind  to  theorize  is  strikingly  illustrated,  for  exam- 
ple, in  the  writings  of  Louis  (a  distinguished  Parisian  physician),  who, 
although  condemning  theory  and  generalizations  in  medicine,  is  the  great- 
est speculatist  of  any  era  ;  nay  more,  he  has  embodied  in  a  work  which 
purports  to  be  a  simple  record  of  facts,  a  greater  number  of  hypotheses 
than  can  be  irathered  from  the  whole  field  of  medical  literature. 

We  must,  therefore,  have  theories  in  medicine  ;  and,  therefore,  let  us 
have  the  right  ones.  Right  or  wrong,  they  grow  irresistibly  out  of  the 
constitution  of  the  mind  and  tiie  fundamental  laws  of  nature.  Let  not 
the  mind  indulge  its  great  natural  propensity  without  a  constant  reference 
to  those  laws,  through  the  medium  of  their  phenomena.  The  elements 
of  the  former  are  simple,  immutable,  and  easily  known  by  their  manifes- 
tations. These  manifestations  are  the  facts,  and  form  the  substantial 
ground  of  all  intellectual  acquirements.  As  they  relate  to  organic  beings, 
to  their  laws,  their  properties,  their  functions,  whether  morbid  or  healthy, 
they  are  to  be  found  in  the  organic  being  himself- — not  in  the  workshops 
of  the  chemist  or  of  the  mechanical  philosopher.  But,  even  where  the 
mind  admits  this  proposition,  if  prone  to  speculation,  it  too  often  regards 
each  fact  by  itself,  and  rears  up  hypotheses  wrong  in  themselves,  and  in 
confiict  with  each  other.  Facts  should  therefore  be  compared  before 
they  are  reduced  to  theory;  or,  where  they  may  conflict  with  acknow- 
ledged principles,  they  should  remain  in  an  isolated  state  till  their  true  na- 
ture may  be  better  understood,  or  till  the  principles  which  they  appear  to 
contradict  may  be  shown  to  be  erroneous.  Had  this  consideration  been 
duly  regarded,  had  the  Attributes  of  the  Almighty  been  properly  respect- 
ed, or  the  thousand  facts  in  physiology,  our  age  had  not  been  stained  with 
animal  magnetism. 

Should  you  meet  with  some  fact  which  appears  to  indicate  the  depen- 
dence of  life  upon  chemical  or  any  other  physical  forces,  the  evidence  to 
the  contrary  is  so  various  and  conclusive,  that  that  fact  must  be  considered 
as  deficient  in  some  of  its  elements,  which,  if  known,  would  readily  bring  it 
under  a  well-established  principle  in  pliysiology.  These  absent  elements 
are  some  other  facts  which  escape  our  observation,  perhaps  through  ne- 
cromancy or  imposture  ;  and  thus  what  is  truly  fact,  in  an  abstract  sense, 
is  made  the  groundwork  of  important  error.  And  did  those  of  you, 
who  venerate  the  Mosaic  Record  of  Creation  as  the  Word  of  God  Him- 
self, never  entertain  a  hope  that  Geology  may  yet  discover  other  facts 
which  shall  bring  such  as  are  known  into  better  harmony  with  the  Word 
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of  God  ?  IMiiy  \vc  not  hclicvo,  as  wo  sliall  soon  sec  lias  l)(3en  often  the 
case  with  livpoilu'scs  loinulfd  n|)()ii  |)arlial  facts,  that  a  so/itari/  discovery 
may  yet  show  iis  dial  our  i^eolot^ical  premises  have  been  deficient  in  a 
most  fun(hiniental  eh-nirni  ?  Shoidd  we  not  tremble  over  the  ruins  of 
about  one  hundredt  heories  of  Creation,  whicli,  by  a  recent  decision  of 
theoretical  ^eoloLry,  even  in  the  inetropohs  of  F'rance,  are  pronounced 
"unscriplural  and  unworthy  of  record  "  ?  Would  it  not  be  safer  to  rest 
upon  our  farts,  and  b(^  contented  for  the  present  to  know,  that  "  in  the 
beL,^innin«(  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth  ";  and,  in  believing  this, 
to  think  it  also  possible  that  the  subsequent  annunciations  are  equally  true  ? 
It  strikes  me,  at  least,  that  this  is  not  only  the  safer,  but  the  philosophical 
course. 

But  leaving  sacred,  for  our  more  appropriate  subjects,  there  are  princi- 
ples which  are  not  as  clearly  confirmed  by  an  observation  of  nature  as 
the  laws  of  life;  and,  in  such  instances,  it  may  be  that  the  supposed  prin- 
ciple and  the  conflictincr  f\ict  should  mutually  stand  the  ordeal  of  inquiry. 
This  will  be  accomplished  by  a  full  revision  of  the  facts  of  which  the 
principle  had  been  predicated,  and  by  the  multiplication  of  other  facts. 
It  may  be  found  that  they  do  not  all  harmonize  with  each  other,  or  it 
may  happen,  as  with  organic  beings,  that  there  is  a  perfect  coincidence. 
In  the  former  case  the  principle  is  prima  facie  false  ;  in  the  latter,  it  is 
prima  facie  true;  but  neither  induction  will  be  certain  till  the  newly  dis- 
covered fact  is  reconciled  to  those  upon  which  the  principle  had  been 
founded,  or  is  shown  to  be  in  absolute  opposition.  In  the  former  case, 
the  principle  stands,  and  derives  farther  confirmation  ;  in  the  latter,  it  is 
more  or  less  shaken,  or  may  be  overthrown  and  the  facts  become  assem- 
bled under  a  new  doctrine. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  discovery  of  a  new  fact  will  overthrow 
the  most  brilliant  theory.  Had  Christison  succeeded  in  that  higher  pre- 
tension than  was  ever  made  by  the  alchemists — that  of  converting  cyano- 
gen into  silicium,  he  would  have  upset  the  whole  science  of  chemistry — 
and  in  this  respect  he  would  have  rendered  a  service  to  physiology.  In 
the  instances,  however,  to  which  I  am  now  referring,  the  theory  is  gene- 
rallv  of  a  compound  nature,  and  some  of  its  elements  rest  upon  facts 
which  nothing  can  invalidate.  In  such  cases,  also,  the  fiicts  are  of  a 
demonstrable  nature,  and  that  which  invades  the  theory  is  clear,  specific, 
and  liable  to  no  uncertainty.  La  Voisier,  for  instance,  laid  down  the 
doctrine  that  oxygen  gas  is  a  supporter  and  the  only  supporter  of  com- 
bustion. The  former  part  of  this  doctrine  must  remain  forever  true ;  the 
latter  was  only  good  till  some  other  substance  should  be  discovered,  which, 
like  oxygen,  would  maintain  combustion.  It  was  so  far  a  hazardous  prin- 
ciple, as  it  was  concerned  about  abstract  facts,  and  might  or  might  not, 
therefore,  be  a  fundamental  law  of  Nature.  The  very  next  revelation 
of  the  laboratory  might  show  that  this  part  of  the  theory  was  a  mere  as- 
sumption— as  it  certainly  was.  A  simrlc  fact  was  only  necessary  to  the 
purpose  ;  and  already  not  less  than  three  other  agents  are  known  to  be 
supporters  of  combustion.  Some  have  even  supposed  that  all  cases  of 
intense  chemical  action,  where  heat  and  light  are  developed,  are  instances 
of  combustion  ;  and  then  we  have  spontaneous  human  combustion,  for 
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which  no  theory  has  been  assigned.  But,  the  universal  doctrine,  wfiich 
respects  heat  and  liglit  ahstracti-dly,  rests  principally  upon  llie  two  facts 
just  stated,  and  is  otlierwise  deficient  in  the  analogies  which  relate  to 
true  combustion.  It  is,  therefore,  like  Vacca's  doctrine  of  inflaninialion, 
and  that  of  spontaneous  liuman  combustion,  [)robably  nothing  but  an 
assumption. 

Again,  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  law  that  oxygen  was  essential  to 
acidity ;  and  although  it  be  generally  true  that  this  substance  is  the  acidi- 
fying principle,  others  are  now  known  to  exist.  Here,  this  great  agent 
placed  the  same  theorist  in  another  predicament  corresponding  exactly 
with  the  calamity  which  befel  the  doctrine  of  combustion.  The  theory 
was  partly  true,  and  partly  false  ;  whilst  its  universality  was  overthrown 
by  a  single  fact.  In  all  such  instances,  where  the  laws  have  no  great 
range  of  phenomena,  it  is  unphilosophical  to  theorize  beyond  the  absolute 
facts  in  possession.  But,  here  also,  other  theories,  of  the  same  latitude 
and  uncertainty  as  that  wliich  supposes  combustion  in  all  cases  of  intense 
chemical  action,  when  light  and  heat  are  developed,  have  sprung  up — 
some  chemists  supposing  that  acidity  often  arises  from  the  associated  effect 
of  several  elements. 

In  the  examples  before  us,  therefore,  we  not  only  see  how  readily  cer- 
tain doctrines,  which  rest  upon  abstract  facts,  may  be  overthrown  by  a 
single  discovery,  but  with  what  readiness  the  mind  starts  off  upon  hypothe- 
ses when  opportunity  arises  for  the  exercise  of  ingenuity.  It  is  the  pe- 
culiar misfortune  of  science  to  g(Mieralize  too  hastily  ;  and  it  often  happens 
that  the  explosion,  or  the  introduction,  of  one  error,  is  the  parent  of  many 
others.  It  is  also  astonishingly  true,  as  we  have  especially  seen  of  the 
doctrines  of  life  and  disease,  that  a  few  phenomena  are  abstracted  from 
the  whole,  of  which  they  may  be  only  sequences  of  the  others,  and  are 
made  the  ground  of  doctrines  which  are  in  perfect  conflict  with  other  and 
better  theories  that  are  instituted  upon  the  more  fundamental  facts; — and 
thus  a  blind  disregard  of  consistency  is  permitted  to  prevail,  till  a  most 
incongruous  series  of  assumptions  is  presented  to  us  as  the  science  which 
Nature  teaches. 

Although  facts  are  the  only  foundation  of  theory,  it  is  not  unfrequently 
the  case  that  certain  existences,  and  the  laws  by  which  they  are  governed, 
may  be  fully  demonstrated  without  any  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the 
fundamental  subject  to  which  they  refer.  This,  for  instance,  is  true  of 
light;  for,  although  we  know  not  the  condition  in  which  it  exists,  or 
whether  it  produce  its  impressions  by  impulses  and  oscillations,  or  by  pro- 
jections, &:c.  (from  near  or  remote  objects),  the  laws  of  reflection  and  re- 
fraction are  permanently  fixed.  The  same  affirmation  may  be  made  of 
electricity,  and  the  laws  which  this  remarkable  agent  obeys.  And  so, 
also,  of  heat.  These  laws,  and  those  in  relation  to  light,  are  founded 
upon  such  facts  as  cannot  be  shaken  ;  and  when,  therefore,  apparently 
conflicting  phenomena  may  arise,  we  may  be  certain  that  they  will  be  ulti- 
mately reconciled  to  the  established  principles.  Least  of  all  can  any 
theory  of  the  nature  of  light,  heat,  or  electricity,  or  of  the  modes  in  which 
they  are  developed,  affect  the  laws  which  have  been  founded  upon  their 
phenomena.     And  though  it  be  possible  that  light,  electricity,  and  heat, 
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are  modiluHl  states  of  a  coniiiioii  siil)staiire,  lliclr  pliononicna,  and  the 
laws  which  are  jiredicalcd  of  those  phenoineiia,  declare  that  some  pecu- 
liar, hill  unknown  iinpoiiderahle  siihstaiice  exists,  iJ|)on  which  those  phe- 
nomena depend.  They  dechn'e  it  to  he  snl  irnicris,  dilli'iin^^  as  much 
from  all  ihmLjs  else  in  i\ature,as  was  its  distinct  and  speci(ic  Act  of  Crea- 
tion, when  the  Aimii^hty  said — "Let  there  be  ii'^ht,  and  there  was  light." 
We  know  it  to  he  diirerenl  fiom  every  other  existence,  because  it  is  dis- 
tinguished from  all  others  by  its  phenomena  and  laws. 

Just  so  is  it,  gentlemen,  in  respect  to  the  [)o\vers  and  the  laws  of  or- 
fjanized  heintrs — the  whole  animal  and  vegetable  kin«;(ioms.  It  matters 
not  whether  the  principle  of  life,  whose  elements  we  denominate  the  vital 
properties  or  vital  powers,  be  ponderable  or  imponderable,  tangible  or  in- 
tangible, or,  like  the  soul,  immaterial  ;  for,  like  the  soul,  and  light,  it  has 
its  infinitely  diversified  and  peculiar  phenomena,  and  its  peculiar  laws. 
Like  the  soul,  and  the  principle  of  light,  therefore,  it  must  have  a  real 
existence — as  real  as  was  that  other  s|)ecific  Act  of  the  Almighty  Being 
by  which  He  superadded  the  vital  principle  to  man,  when  He  breathed 
into  his  inanimate  structure  the  breath  of  life  ; — and  therefore,  by  analogy, 
by  Unity  of  Design,  and  by  some  analogous  process  (of  which  the  fore- 
going annunciation  is  probably  metaphorical  (or  its  greater  intelligibility), 
into  all  other  organic  beings.  How  stupendous  the  conception — how 
corroborated  by  all  the  phenomena  and  laws'  of  life — how  atheistical  the 
doctrine  which  engrafts  those  vital  properties  upon  the  elements  of  mat- 
ter, that  they  may  rob  the  Almighty  of  His  highest  of  all  prerogatives — 
the  creation  of  living,  intelligent  beings!  And  may  it  not  be  that  the 
announcement  of  the  creation  of  "  the  breath  of  life,"  subsequently  to 
the  institution  of  the  organic  structure,  was  especially  intended  to  proliibit 
this  very  doctrine  whicli  ascribes  to  the  elements  of  matter  the  essential 
requisite  for  organizing  themselves  ? 

We  may  be  ignorant  of  the  principle  of  life,  yet  understand  its 
w  hole  government ;  and  the  objection  is  perfectly  futile,  that  we  cannot 
reason  about  that  principle  because  we  cannot  demonstrate  its  nature. 
Will  you  deny  the  existence  of  the  soul  because  you  cannot  see  it? 
Will  you  deny  the  Almighty  because  the  eye  cannot  see  Him  that 
made  it  ?  What  else  do  we  know  of  the  most  tangible  substances, 
than  that  they  exhibit  certain  phenomena?  Did  not  Berkeley  reject 
the  testimony  of  his  senses,  because  he  could  not  comprehend  the 
nature  of  matter  ?  But,  did  not  consciousness  compel  him  to  recognize 
the  immaterial  soul,  when  he  denied  the  existence  of  the  body  which  it 
inhabits?  Do  you  go  to  Revelation  for  your  proof  of  an  Almighty  Be- 
ing? Then,  by  the  same  rule  your  faith  must  repose  upon  the  declara- 
tion, that  man  was  first  created  an  inanimate  structure,  and  that  animation 
was  superaflded  as  a  distinct  Act  of  Creation.  Take  either  ground.  Re- 
velation, or  the  phenomena  of  Nature,  and  you  must  be  consistent.  Here, 
as  in  most  thinirs,  Revelation  and  Nature  mutually  illustrate  and  sustain 
each  other.  Their  annunciations  are  equally  direct  upon  the  subject 
before  us,  and  open  to  the  understanding  of  all.  Our  conclusions,  there- 
fore, flow  irresistibly  from  whichever  premises  you  may  select. 

Although  it  be  rather  premature,  I   will  carry  on  my  illustration  in  re- 
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spect  to  life,  by  suppositjt/  the  existence  of  some  principle  analogous  in  its 
material  nature  to  that  of  electricity,  or  liglit,  though  essentially  ditferent 
in  its  constitution.  Grant  this  fact,  and  skepticism  is  at  once  dissi[)ated. 
You  see  and  ftcl  the  tiling,  and  yii.'ld  to  your  sight  and  touch  where  you 
would  not  to  thousands  of  demonstrations  which  are  less  likely  to  deceive. 
You  grant  the  principle  of  light  as  an  im[)onderahle  substance,  because  it 
impresses  the  sight,  and  this  is  your  ordy  natural  proof  of  its  existence. 
But,  when  this  solitary  proof  is  withdrawn  by  tlie  intejposition  of  the 
moon  between  us  and  the  sun,  your  belief  in  the  existence  of  an  univer- 
sal elastic  medium,  capable  of  being  again  rendered  luminous  by  solar  im- 
pulse, is  in  no  degree  affected.  You  go  on  to  believe,  though  you  do  not 
even  see,  and  have  nothing  but  a  dead  analogy  to  impress  the  conviction. 

Sup{K)sing,  then,  that  organized  beings  possessed  a  principle  of  life  that 
could,  like  light,  be  seen — they  would  then  be  allowed  to  be  governed  by 
this  agent,  and  we  should  be  relieved  of  the  encumbrance  of  the  physi- 
cal and  chemical  hypotheses.  But,  though  no  such  principle  address 
itself  to  the  sight  like  electricity  or  light,  its  existence  is  far  more  va- 
riously and  conclusively  attested  by  other  phenomena.  These  phe- 
nomena, results,  or  fiicts,  determine  also  the  nature  of  the  laws  which 
prevail  throughout  the  animated  kingdoms  ;  and,  being  wholly  different 
from  such  as  rule  in  the  inorganic  world,  it  is  prima  facie  evident,  that 
powers  or  properties  of  which  they  are  predicated,  carry  on  the  processes 
of  health  and  disease.  But,  it  is  not  analogy  alone  which  forces  this 
conclusion.  The  facts  of  which  it  is  affnined  are  incomparably  more  nu- 
merous and  specific  than  those  which  appertain  to  all  other  powers  of 
Nature ;  whilst  the  scrutiny  of  ages  has  never  produced  a  fact  in 
opposition. 

Indeed,  with  so  much  light  upon  our  subject,  so  much  of  fact  to  sub- 
stantiate our  conclusions,  it  would  seem  highly  probable  that  all  facts 
which  maybe  raised  in  opposition  have  no  relative  bearing,  and  that  they 
are  brought  forward  in  the  spirit  of  hypothesis. 

The  more  comprehensive  a  law  may  be,  the  more  readily  is  it  known 
and  determined,  and  the  less  likely  is  it  that  apparently  conflicting  facts 
will  arise.  Whenever  such  are  produced,  it  is  owing  to  a  want  of  proper 
investigation.  The  facts  are  examined  superficially  ;  and  the  specula- 
tive or  the  credulous  mind  seizes  upon  some  prominent  characteristic, 
and  pushes  its  opposition  to  nature  under  the  spur  of  novelty,  or  the  de- 
light of  discovery,  or  the  goad  of  ambition.  This,  as  we  shall  ultimately 
see,  is  emphatically  true  of  the  application  of  chemical  forces  to  the 
processes  of  life,  and  of  the  more  strictly  physical  to  the  interpretation 
of  disease  and  therapeutics. 

Let  us  now  apply  these  remarks  in  the  way  of  another  brief  illustra- 
tion. When  Crawford  promulgated  his  doctrine  of  animal  heat,  which 
was  founded  upon  chemistry,  it  should  have  been  obvious  that  his  indis- 
pensable facts  were  only  assumptions  ;  since  all  analogy  in  relation  to  or- 
ganized beings  rendered  it  in  tlie  highest  degree  probable  that  chemical 
agencies  have  no  lot  in  the  function  of  respiration,  or  in  the  production  of 
animal  or  vegetable  heat.  The  properties  of  life  are  too  universally  con- 
cerned with  the  results  of  organic  beings  to  admit   the  probability  that 
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Nature  is  so  inconsistoiit  willi  licrstilf — or,  rather,  the.  Almi<,H>ty  with 
Himscll,  as  to  have  insiiiult'd  a  j^reat  sysirin  of  L^ovcniuKMit  for  the  spe- 
cial econoiin  ol  ilu^  organized  kiiiiiHoins,  and  al  llic  s;iiim*  lirnc  have  ad- 
niitted  the  lorccs  of  inoriiairu'  matter  to  (letemiine.so///fc  (iiii(l;iineiilal  residl ; 
and  tliat  resuh,  especially,  having  intimate  allianees,  and  close  aflinilies 
with  all  siirh  as  clearly  depend  ujwn  the  vital  principle. 

Crawford's  doctrine,  however,  prevailed  almost  universally,  till  it  was 
finally  shown,  hy  the  chemist  himself,  to  he  defective  in  the  necessary 
facts.  Chemistry  then  started  oil"  in  pursuit  of  other  hypotheses  of  ani- 
mal heat  that  should  he  conformahle  to  its  own  habits  and  prejudices.  It 
elaborattnl  a  now  prevailini^  doctrine  that  heat  is  evolved  hy  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Huids  into  the  solids,  with  some  mysterious  cormection  with 
atmospheric  air.  But,  it  overlooks  the  perfectly  subversive  fact,  that 
adult  warm-blooded  animals  have  an  uniform  and  exalted  temperature, 
and  that  an  exact  ef|uilil)rium  is  preserved  between  the  conversion  of  the 
fluids  into  solids  and  of  the  solids  into  fluids,  whereby  the  temf)erature  of 
all  adult  animals  should  be  regulated  by  that  of  the  surrounding  atmos- 
phere ;  whilst  in  infancy,  the  temperature  is  lower  than  in  adults,  al- 
though nutrition  overbalances  secretion.  These  fiicts  are  irresistibly  con- 
clusive against  the  hypothesis,  and  are  one  of  the  numerous  examples  in 
which  chemistry  has  introduced  into  organic  philosophy  doctrines  which 
are  in  total  opposition  to  its  own  well-established  laws.  Other  hypothe- 
ses, of  a  similar  nature,  have  sprung  up  u]ion  the  ruins  of  Crawford's — 
neglecting  all  Unity  of  Design,  sifting  the  facts  for  such  only  as  are 
plausible,  regardless  of  all  the  opposing  phenomena  of  life,  and  scouting 
the  grand  piinciple  in  philosophy  which  forbids  an  unnecessary  multipli- 
cation of  causes.  Before  this  invasion  of  chemistry  upon  the  vital  doc- 
trine of  organic  heat,  the  phenomenon  was  expounded  upon  purely  me- 
chanical principles,  as  digestion  had  been  ;  it  being  supposed  to  arise 
from  the  friction  of  blood  upon  the  circulatory  vessels.  Here,  however, 
was  something  which  was  merely  contingent,  and  in  no  respect  involving 
a  violation  of  principle  ;  and  I  would  far  sooner  take  this  palpable  error, 
than  the  absurdities  of  the  laboratory. 

It  will  be  a  \)^xio{  my  agreeable  task  to  exhibit  the  fallacies  of  the  phy- 
sical hypotheses  of  life  and  disease,  as  well  as  to  inculcate  principles  w  hich 
exalt  our  science  above  the  mere  world  of  matter,  render  it  consistent  iii  all 
its  details,  and  present  it  to  your  attention  as  a  department  of  knowledge 
fundamentally  distinct  from  all  other  pursuits.  Then  shall  you  feel  the 
quickening  influence  of  a  phiIosoj)hical  knowledge  which  distinguishes 
you  from  the  rest  of  your  race — of  a  knowledge  which  led  the  great  father 
of  our  art  to  affirm  that  "  a  philosophical  physician  is  like  a  god  *' — when 
you  shall  have  some  ennobling  glimpses  at  a  system  of  principles  and  ac- 
tions of  which  the  profound  in  other  sciences  have  no  just  conception, 
and  which  you  alone  are  qualified  to  direct  to  a  great  and  specific  result. 

And  this  carries  me  again  back  to  the  essential  phiIosoj">hy  of  disease. 
Assuming  that  morbid  actions  are  carried  on  by  the  forces  which  govern 
the  natural  functions,  we  may  rationally  con(;lude  that  every  pathological 
chanf^e  consists  in  some  new  mode  of  action  which  has  been  induced  in 
the  vital  powei's  by  morbific  causes,  and  that  the  object  of  therapeutics  is 
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to  restore  the  natural  condition  of  those  powers.  When,  therefore,  we 
hear  that  ioflammaiion,  fever,  or  venous  congestion,  are  constituted  by 
stagnation  of  blood,  and  that  all  their  results  are  interpreted  by  physical 
agencies,  we  may  be  certain  that  such  hypotheses  have  no  foundation. 
Bui,  allowing  these  remarkable  exceptions  to  the  ordinary  course  of  na- 
ture, what  would  science  be  worth,  what  its  advantages  to  mankind,  when 
thus  surrounded  by  exceptions  which  cover  the  whole  fabric  with  doubt, 
and  which  divest  the  most  important  diseases  of  all  ground  for  any  intelli- 
gible treatment  ? 

There  is  no  practical  pursuit,  in  which  consistent  and  pliilosophical 
theory  is  so  important  as  in  medicine.  Every  practitioner,  as  I  have 
said,  is  irresistibly  influenced  by  theoretical  views  of  disease,  and  none 
more  so  than  they  who  are  most  ignorant  of  its  merits.  How  important, 
therefore,  that  our  first  theoretical  conceptions  should  be  right — since,  be- 
ing right  or  wrong,  they  will  be  either  for  good  or  for  evil.  Where  medi- 
cal doctrines  are  not  laid  upon  the  broad  basis  of  Nature,  or  where  me- 
chanical or  chemical  philosophy  is  allowed  to  usurp  the  place  of  vital- 
ism, you  will  commonly  find  that  theoretical  views,  and  the  application 
of  remedies,  are  at  the  mercy  of  every  prominent  symptom.  As  new 
symptoms  are  constantly  rising  as  the  disease  acquires  exasperation,  the 
hypotheses  and  the  treatment  "undergo  the  most  contradictory  changes — 
being  often  within  a  few  hours  in  absolute  opposition. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  you  perceive  that  neither  tlie  poorest  nor  the  best  of 
us  can  move  without  theory  as  well  as  experience  for  our  guide  ;  and  it 
behooves  us,  therefore,  to  lay  well  the  foundation  of  medical  doctrines. 
Whether  true  or  false,  they  will  surely  operate  ;  and  nothing  is  more  diffi- 
cult than  to  correct  the  errors  which  we  imbibe  in  the  couise  of.  a  medi- 
cal education.  It  is  with  a  view  to  the  importance  of  these  objects, 
that  I  have  addressed  you  in  this  general  manner  in  my  first  lecture,  as 
well,  also,  to  give  you  some  apprehension  of  the  objects  of  my  course, 
before  we  embark  upon  a  consideration  of  the  Materia  Medica,  which  I 
shall  teach  you  in  its  special  relations  to  medical  philosophy.  The  field 
over  which  we  shall  travel,  is  of  boundless  extent,  but  is  everywhere 
marked  by  prominent  outlines.  Tliese  outlines  I  shall  be  mainly  em- 
ployed in  presenting  to  your  attention,  under  the  scrutiny  of  a  vigorous 
analysis.  They  have  all  an  intimate  association — beginning  in  simplicity 
and  ending  in  unfathomable  complexity  ;  yet  always  true  to  the  simple 
elements,  and  always  determined  by  immutable  laws.  Beginning  with 
what  is  simple,  we  shall  ascend,  step  by  step,  to  what  is  complex — till  at 
last,  and  along  a  chain  of  the  closest  analogies,  we  attain  the  most  intricate 
of  the  whole,  and  which  embraces  every  part  of  our  plan — the  considera- 
tion of  remedial  agents,  and  their  just  application  to  disease.  1  shall  en- 
deavor, therefore — feebly  it  is  true — to  teach  you  the  Institutes  of  Medi- 
cine as  they  are  founded  in  Nature,  and  with  an  undevialing  view  to  the 
Materia  Medica.  And  that  this  great  ultimate  object  of  all  medical  ac- 
quirements should  have  been  taught  in  our  schools  apart  from  the  Insti- 
tutes of  Medicine,  has  always  appeared  to  me  an  artificial  and  unnatural 
separation.  1  know  not,  indeed,  how  the  Materia  Medica  can  be  intelli- 
gibly taught  without  being  associated  with  extended   instruction  in  the 
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principles  of  pliysiolo^y  and  patlioloiiy,  to  wliicli  ihc  investigation  of 
every  artichi  sliould  have  an  unceasinj^  n^ference.  Isolated  from  lliese, 
tlie  Materia  Medica  ran,  at  best,  consist  only  of  a  dry  detail  of  facts,  with- 
out a  sp;nk  of  lh(^  animation  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  with  no  associations 
to  illustrate  its  vast  and  endless  relations  to  disease,  or  to  coniu^ct  them 
with  memory — nothing  to  govern  their  therapeutical  application,  but  the 
monotony  of  an  empiricism  as  sickening  as  the  drugs  themselves. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,      DECEMBER    29,    1841. 


PUBLIC   HEALTH    OF    BOSTOxN. 

In  a  conversation,  the  other  day,  with  Mr.  Hewes,  the  venerable  Superin- 
tendent of  Burials,  he  observed  that  the  mortality  of  Boston,  the  past  year, 
would  not  exceed  that  of  1840,  which  was  by  no  means  so  large  as  that  of 
many  other  cities.  No  epidemics  have  prevailed,  nor  has  there  been  any 
alarming  outbreak  of  disease  either  in  Boston  or  its  environs,  in  1841.  At 
this  lime  there  is  an  increasing  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever,  chiefly  confined 
to  small  children,  and  attended  with  the  severity  of  symptoms  which  usually 
marks  that  disease  at  mid-winter.  Although  a  considerable  number  of 
deaths  by  this  disease  has  been  returned  at  the  Health  office,  it  is  not 
precisely  correct  to  say  that  the  malady  is  alarmingly  prevalent. 

Rheumatic  affections  have  been  very  common  of  late  :  even  young 
persons  speak  of  suffering  intensely  by  those  deep-sealed  pains  in  the  ar- 
ticulations—  the  shoulders,  for  example — which  have  usually  been  mostly 
confined  to  aged  people,  who  have  led  a  life  of  exposure.  The  variable 
character  of  our  northern  climate,  together  with  the  luxury  of  hot  rooms, 
and  badly-ventilated  sleeping  apartments,  explains  very  satisfactorily  the 
cause  of  rheumatic  sufferings  in  those  who  have  hardly  entered  upon  the 
active  slajre  of  life. 


Report  of  the  New-Orleans  Board  of  Health. — We  have  had  by  us,  for 
several  weeks,  a  report  signed  by  Dr.  E.  H.  Barton,  President  of  the 
New-Orleans  Board  of  Health,  dated  Nov.  17,  respecting  the  late  epi- 
demic in  that  city.  We  intended  to  insert  it  entire  in  the  Journal,  but 
have  been  unable  to  find  room,  and  can  now  but  refer  to  some  of  its  more 
imporlant  statements.  In  announcing  that  the  epidemic,  which  had  been 
of  long  continuance  and  malignant  severity,  was  at  an  end,  the  Board  lake 
pleasure  in  referring  to  the  kindness  and  sympathy  which  have  been  mani- 
fested towards  the  sick  and  atfiicted.  at  an  expenditure  of  many  thousands 
of  dollars.  The  whole  number  of  deaths  by  the  fever,  reported  to  the 
Board  during  the  season,  up  to  Nov.  1,  was  1325;  of  which,  o61  died  at 
the  Charily  Hospital,  probably  near  500  at  the  other  hospitals  and  charita- 
ble associations,  and  the  balance  in  private  practice.  These  deaths  are 
considered  as  so  many  victims  to  the  acclimating  process,  out  of  a  proba- 
ble number  of  1500  subject  to  it  ai  the  commencement  of  the  fever.  The 
mortality  is  presumed  to  have  been  10  to  18  per  cent,  in  private  practice. 
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and  from  30  lo  40  in  public  and  private  hospitals.  The  gralifying  fact  is 
slated  that  no  instance  has  been  known  where  a  second  acclimation  was 
nece-sary  amoni»'  those  wfio  have  sutfered  IVom  the  (ever,  unless  \n  ihe  in- 
terval several  winters  had  been  spent  in  a  rjoriherri  climate.  A  comparison 
is  instituted  of  the  epidemic  of  the  present  yeur  wiih  those  of  former 
years,  lo  show  thai  its  fataliiy  is  les<  now  than  formerly.  Tliere  have 
been  len  yellow-fever  years  since  1803,  and  the  average  loss  by  the  fever 
is  staled  to  have  been  not  over  SOO,  The  most  fatal  one  was  that  of  1822, 
when  the  deaths  were  80S,  or  1  in  53.28  of  the  entire  population,  whereas 
during  ihe  last  season  the  deaths  were  only  1  in  78.12.  A  table  is  also 
given  of  the  mortality  from  all  diseases  for  the  months  of  August,  Septem- 
ber and  October,  in  the  years  1817,  '19,  '20,  '22,  '23,  '37,  '39,  and  '41, 
showing  a  ratio  to  the  entire  population,  respectively,  of  1  in  37.62,  1  in 
33  09,  1  in  47.6.3,  1  in  31.60,  1  in  37.27,  1  in  38.76,  1  in  61.73,  and  1  in 
48.15.  From  a  comparison,  also,  of  the  mortality  of  the  years  in  which 
the  epidemic  did  not  exists  from  1820,  the  Board  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  ihere  is  a  gradual  amelioration  in  the  climate,  the  mortality  having 
improved  from  1  in  29.03  in  the  first  of  those  years,  to  1  in  35.41  in  the 
last.  By  deducting  from  the  last  the  mortality  of  the  Charity  Hospital, 
the  raiio  will  be  1  iti  46.70,  and  during  the  two  last  non-epidemic  years 
only,  1  in  51.15.  Of  the  deaths  by  fever  during  the  past  season,  1000 
were  from  foreign  countries,  and  nearly  600  were  of  less  than  one  year's 
residence  in  the  city. 


Dr.  Draper's  Lecture. — Dr.  C.  A.  Lee  had  the  goodness  to  send  the  intro- 
ductory of  the  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  New  York, 
Dr.  Draper,  which  came  near  being  overlooked  in  the  mass  of  pamphlets 
which  poured  in  upon  us  last  week  ;  but,  happily,  it  was  recovered  in  sea- 
son to  say  that  it  is  a  creditable  performance.  It  appears  plain  to  the 
reader  of  it,  that  the  author  has  no  idea  of  being  a  mere  guide-board 
in  the  University — pointing  the  way — but  that  he  intends  going  on  the 
road  himself,  in  company  vviih  the  inquirer,  to  show  him  minutely  and 
understandingly  all  the  objects  on  the  route.  Only  one  extract  can  be 
made  to-day — but  more  are  in  reservation,  and  we  are  sure  they  will  be 
read  with  pleasure. 

"  The  changes  that  we  see  in  living  things,  are  the  consequences  of 
fixed  and  immutable  laws.  The  acorn  never  produces  a  fir  tree;  nor  by 
any  art  or  device,  does  any  living  thing  escape  its  final  dissolution  ;  there 
is,  as  it  were,  a  stern  necessity  in  the  case  ;  a  law  of  mutation,  which  pre- 
scribes the  origin,  the  progress,  the  end  of  everything.  The  hardy  form 
of  the  strong  soldier,  must  change  into  the  care-worn  aspect  of  the 
broken  veteran.  Whilst,  then,  physical  and  chemical  forces  have  their 
operation,  do  not  misinterpret  what  I  say — there  is  something  more  than 
these.  When  I  reflect  on  the  powers  of  the  human  understanding,  I  am 
lost  in  amazement.  What  is  it  that  gives  to  the  mechanism  of  the  brain 
these  marvellous  qualities  ?  I  perceive,  that  on  its  tablets  are  registered 
all  the  events  that  have  happened  in  my  life  ;  there,  too,  are  the  impres- 
sions of  all  that  I  have  heard,  and  all  that  I  have  read.  There,  too,  are 
engraven  the  shadowy  forms  of  the  innumerable  words  and  names  of 
things,  in  the  diflferent  languages  I  know.  There,  too,  are  pictured  the 
facts  and  events  which  compose  the  domain  of  history  and  the  sciences. 
In  those  silent  galleries  are  hung  the  portraits  of  the  friends  that  are 
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nrnnnd  mo,  and  of  the  frioiids  that  are  dead.  I  call  up  linoamonts  whose 
realities  are  gone  to  derav,  and  re-visii  ai^ain  ihe  scenes  of  hoyhood. 
The  iniricaie  ninsic  of  Italian  singers  still  lingers  there,  which  I  listened 
lo  years  ago;  or  the  more  simple  melodies  ol  a  country  life.  The  echo 
of  those  prayers  is  still  heard,  which  an  unskilful  tongue  lirst  learnt  at  a 
mother's  knee.  And  now  the  power  of  reinemhcring  things  that  are  past, 
is  only  one  of  the  many  functions  of  the  brain  ;  is  it  not  also  the  seat  of 
all  that  passion  dictates,  the  source  of  all  that  action  performs?  In  it  arc 
the  first  seeds  of  all  that  we  resolve;  and  by  it  are  received  all  those  im- 
pressions which  aflbrd  us  pleasure  or  give  us  pain.  The  higher  powers 
are  also  there  ;  and,  above  all,  it  is  the  house  of  Kkason.  Shall  I  then  fail 
to  assert  the  presence  of  a  controlling  principle  of  intellectuality,  the  ope- 
rations of  which  1  feel,  the  existence  of  which  I  know  ?" 


Baltimore  Animal  Mai^netism  Report. — Although  the  newspapers  of 
that  city  had  circulated,  extensively,  the  result  of  the  animal-magnetism 
e.xhibition  in  Baltimore,  a  regular  report,  under  the  signatures  of  Drs.  C. 
A.  Harris,  T.  E.  Bond,  Jr.,  &c.,  has  subsequently  appeared,  in  which  the 
details  are  as  circumstantial  as  could  be  desired.  The  concluding  words 
of  the  report  read  thus — "  Tn  conclusion,  it  is  our  deliberate  opinion 
that  the  whole  exhibition  by  Dr.  Collyer,  was  a  miserable  trick,  and  an  in- 
sult to  the  good  sense  of  this  people."  What  will  the  impartial,  scien- 
tific Boston  committee  on  animal  magnetism  say  to  this  ? 


Vermont  Medical  College. — By  the  circular,  which  is  distribulinir,  we 
are  reminded  that  the  annual  course  of  lectures  will  commence  at  Wood- 
stock, in  March  next,  in  the  new  College  edifice  erected  the  past  season. 
A  new  professorship,  o^ general  and  special  pathology,  has  been  establish- 
ed. The  board  of  faculty  consists  of  seven  professors,  who  are  gentlemen 
distinguished  for  their  professional  attainments.  By  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, passed  in  1835,  this  institution  was  made  independent  of  any  other 
in  the  Slate — the  charter  declaring  that  the  •'  trustees  shall  have  power  to 
give  and  confer  all  such  medical  degrees,  honors,  diplomas  or  licenses, 
as  are  usually  given  or  conferred  in  Colleges  or  medical  institutions." 


Medical  Almanac  for  1842. — After  mature  deliberation  it  has  been 
thought  advisable  to  p\iblish  the  next  volume  of  this  Almanac  in  July, 
instead  of  January,  for  the  purpose  of  enibracing  the  statistics  of  the 
medical  schools,  which  will  then  have  closed  their  lecture  term.s.  This 
will  also  afford  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  names  of  newly  elected 
offirers,  &c. — besides  enabling  the  editor  to  embody  a  variety  of  local  and 
general  medical  intelligence,  not  to  be  gathered  at  a  much  earlier  period. 
Publishers  have  brought  in  their  experience  to  influence  us  in  this 
arrangement.  Those  gentlemen,  therefore,  who  have  ordered  the  work, 
must  have  patience  till  about  the  middle  of  the  year,  when  it  will  be  pub- 
lished, and  will  then  embrace  parts  of  two  years  in  the  information  it 
communicates. 


Statistics  of  Lunacy  in  the  U.  States. — According  to  the  last  census, 
there  are  in  the  Stales,  4278  insane  and  idiotic  white  persons,  supported 
at  the  public  expense,  and  lOOO  at  private  charge ;  of  colored    persons, 
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1957  at  the  public,  and  845  at  private  cost.  The  whole  number,  therefore, 
of  lunaiics  and  idiots,  collectively,  is  17,0S0,  in  a  populaiiorj  of  17,013,379. 
According  to  the  res^earches  of  our  accurate  friend.  Dr.  Brij(hatn,  the 
average  ninnber  of  persons  who  annually  become  insane,  in  the  United 
Slates,  is  5719.  No  country  in  the  world  has  such  ample  and  generous 
provisions  for  this  class  o^  sufferers,  as  have  ."several  of  the  northern  and 
middle  Stales.  The  principles  which  called  these  admirable  insiilulions 
irjlo  being,  are  extending  themselves,  and  we  fondly  exj)ect  that  within  a 
few  years,  no  Slate  in  the  confederacy  will  be  without  a  well  consirucl- 
ed  and  well  managed  insane  hospital. 


Ulcerated  Tongite. — Very  many  persons,  we  learn,  have  sufTered  within 
the  last  few  weeks,  with  a  singularly  inflamed  condition  of  the  tongue, 
which,  after  having  remained  considerably  swollen  for  two  or  three  days, 
becomes  studded  over  on  the  upper  surface  rjear  the  apex,  and  at  the 
sides,  with  minute,  ragged,  smarting  ulcers.  In  connection  with  this,  it 
occurs  to  us  that  some  gentleman  has  spoken  of  the  prevalence,  in  this 
neighborhood,  of  a  similar  diseased  stale  of  the  tongue  in  very  many 
horses.      Will  some  one  collect  the  facts  ? 


Success  of  the  Operation  for  Strabismus.  —  Various  hints  have  been 
thrown  out  recently,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  especially  in  the 
latier,  that  the  division  of  the  muscles  of  the  eye  for  the  cure  of  strabismus 
had  been  proved  nearly  or  quite  useless,  by  the  return  in  a  short  time  of 
the  pupils  to  their  original  mal-posiiion,  or  the  occurrence  of  a  divergent 
strabismus.  No  proof,  however,  of  this  unexpected  result,  founded  on  any 
number  of  cases,  has  come  under  our  observation.  Indeed  the  only  statis- 
tical return  of  cases  of  a  year's  standing  which  we  have  seen,  presents 
quite  a  different  result.  The  one  to  which  we  refer  is  contained  in  a  late 
No.  of  the  London  iMedical  Gazette,  and  is  furnished  by  F.  B.  Dixon,  of 
Norwich.  He  gives  a  list  of  forty-one  cases  of  strabismus  convergens 
treated  in  November,  1840,  by  division  of  the  rectus  internus.  The  re- 
sults, as  ascertained  mostly  by  actual  inspection,  were  : — thirty-one  cases, 
vvhere  both  pupils  are  perfectly  central  ;  five  cases,  where  the  pupil  of  the 
eye  treated  is  perfectly  central,  with  slight  obliquity  of  the  other  eye; 
three  cases  of  complete  reversion  of  the  pupil  of  the  eye  treated  to  its  de- 
formed position  ;  two  cases  where  the  squint  was  changed  to  a  leer.  Mr. 
D.  adds — "  Although  the  operation  is  not  certainly  and  uniformly  suc- 
cessful, it  has  every  right  to  be  classed  among  established  surgical  opera- 
tions, inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  a  fair  general  average  of  prosperous  results; 
and  what  more  can  be  said  in  favor  of  any  surgical  process  ?  " 


Guaiacum  in  Cynanche. — Large  doses  of  guaiacum  have  lately  been 
given  successfully  by  Dr.  Carson,  in  England,  in  cases  of  inflamed  tonsils. 
In  one  of  the  cases,  reported  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  ten  grs.  of  powdered 
guaiacum  were  given  three  times  a  day,  and  a  warm  poultice  applied  to 
the  throat.  During  four  days  the  size  of  the  tonsils  diminished  slowly- 
each  day,  and  all  the  symptoms  improved.  The  dose  was  then  increased 
to  a  scruple  thrice  a  day.  The  improvement  was  more  rapid,  and  in  five 
days  more  the  tonsils  were  nearly  natural. 
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Etymology  of  a  mnrlcrn  TeriJi  in  Surgery. — Mr.  Editor  :  Having 
recenlly  seen  Dr.  Moll's  circular  rcspcclinfr  his  Insiiiulion  for  the  Iroal- 
mcnt  ol  Curvniurcs  of  ihc  Spine.  iScc,  whicli  he  (itMiominatcs  Orihopmclic, 
I  notice  ihat  ho  spells  this  witrd  with  ihe  diphthong  a-.  Dr.  Brown,  of  this 
city,  who  was  ihc  lirsi  in  this  couniry  who  opened  a  similar  Institution, 
denominates  his,  Oriliopcdic — i.  e.  he  omits  the  o.  As  you  area  linguist, 
Mr.  Editor,  will  you  be  Icind  enough  to  settle  the  orthography  of  the 
word. 

Answer. — We  believe  the  substantive  orthopedia  and  the  adjective  or- 
thopcdique  are  of  French  coinage,  and  we  suppose  Dr.  Brown  converted 
tlie  latter  into  an  English  adjective,  by  substituting  ic  for  ique.  We  see 
no  reason  why  this  is  not  proper  ;  but  if  we  revert  to  the  Greek  and  coin 
an  English  word  from  orthos,  straight,  and  pons,  foot,  it  would  be  ortho- 
podic.  If  we  derive  it  from  orthos,  straight,  and  pais,  child,  it  sho'uld  be 
orthopaedic.  If  from  orthos,  and  poico,  lo  make  straight,  it  would  be  ortho- 
poetic  or  orthopoEtic.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  from  whence  orlhopcedic 
is  derived,  and  see  no  reason  why  the  word  should  not  be  spell  orthopedic 
— as  first  introduced  into  this  country. 

Connection  between  Abunda?ice  of  Food  and  Mortality :  by  M.  Metier. 
— In  this  memoir,  which  was  read  at  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris 
on  the  7ih  of  September,  the  author  established,  by  numerous  documents 
drawn  from  the  histories  of  various  countries,  that  the  number  of  deaths 
always  corresponds  with  the  price  of  food.  "  Wherever  there's  a  loaf 
added,  there's  a  man  born,"  said  an  economist  :  and  nothing  is  more  true 
than  this  metaphorical  expression.  If  we  represent  the  variations  of 
the  general  mortality  and  those  of  the  price  of  bread  at  different  times,  by 
two  curved  lines  which  rise  and  fall  with  all  the  fluctuations  of  these  par- 
ticulars, we  shall  find  all  their  curvatures  exactly,  and  with  the  most  per- 
fect regularity,  corresponding.  The  constant  increase  of  the  population  of 
France  for  a  certain  number  of  years  is  easily  explained  by  the  progress  of 
agriculture,  the  modifications  which  the  laws  relating  to  corn  have  under- 
gone, and  especially  by  the  introduction  of  potatoes.  The  influence  of  the 
dearness  of  food,  however,  is  observed  more  distinctly  in  the  year  next 
followinir  than  in  that  in  which  it  has  occurred. —  Gazette  Medicale,  Sep- 
tembre  10, 1841. 


Spinal  counter  stimulation  in  Congestive  Fever. — Dr.  Jno.  B.  Baird,  of 
Franklin,  Ky.,  writes  us  as  follows  :  "  In  this  neighborhood,  this  fall,  the 
fevers  were  wont  to  assume  a  congestive  type,  and  the  bowels  to  be  ob- 
stinately torpid — the  strongest  cathartics,  repeated  from  day  to  day,  pro- 
ducing no  alvine  evacuations.  In  such  cases,  sinapisms  over  the  spine, 
as  recommended  by  Professor  Yandell,  Professor  Caldwell  and  others,  in- 
variably produced  the  desired  efl^ect,  if  used  in  time,  and  those  who  were 
treated  without  them,  as  certainly  died." — Western  Med.  Jour,  of  Sci. 


Number  of  deatlia  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  25, 38. — Males,  20  ;   FemaleB,  18.     Stillborn,  2. 

Of  consumption,  .'j— dropsy,  1 — scarlet  fever,  9 — old  age,  2— dropsy  in  tlie  bead,  2 — croup,  3— infan- 
tile, 3 —  brain  fever,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1 — er\sipelas,  1 — drojisy  on  the  brain,  1 — dropsy  in  the 
cheat,  1 — fits,  1  — iiidamiiialifm  in  the  throat,  1 — inflammation  in  the  head,  1. 


S  U  R (j  1 C  A  L  I N 6T R  U  .M  E  N  TS . 

A  COMPLETE  assortment  of  Surgical  and  Dental  Instruments,  Enclish  and  American — for  sale  low,  b> 
BREWERS,  STEVENS  <Sc  GUSHING,  90  and  92  Washington  street.  D.29— 2m. 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

The  Medioal  Lecturer  at  Buwdoiii  College  will  cummeuce  un  Muuduy,  the  14th  day  of  February,  1842, 
aud  coiiiiuue  ihrve  luualhs. 

Aiiaioiny  and  8iii:;ery,  by          •  .               ...  JttHEi'ti  Roby,  M.D. 

ThfiTv  and  I'ruciice  of  Physic,  by  -              ...  VVili-iam  riwtk.r(iEU,  M.D. 

Obaiftncs,  by       -            -            -  -            -            -            -  Eue.nkzkr    Wt;i.i,8,  M.U. 

Cheiiiisliy  and  Materia  Medira,  by  •              -              -          -  1'aukeu  (Jluavulanu,  M.U. 

The  Library  contains  about  3000  vols,  jirincijmlly  modern  works. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  ol'  ihi.s  liisiiiution,  is  required  previously  to  present  BatUfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  ol'  lees  lor  the  Lectures  is  $50,  payable  in  advance.     Graduation  fee,  $10. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  ol  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  (Jommencement 
of  the  College  in  September.  PARKER  CLEAVELaN  D,  6'«cre/ary. 

Brunsu<ic\,  October,  1841.  D.  8— eop6t 

HOSPITAL   IN    BOSTON   FOR  SCROFULA. 

SiL\8  DuRKKE,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Ma.><sachusetls  Medical  Society  and  ot  the  Boston  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, having  been  in  practice  fourteen  years,  and  having  had  constant  op[)ortiinit\  for  three  )ears  to 
attend  to  the  diversitied  lorms  o(  Scrolula  while  in  charge  ol  the  Hospital  Depaitment  of  a  charitable 
Institution  m  Portsmouth,  embracing  more  than  one  hundred  inmates,  respectfully  announces  (hat  he 
will  devote  special  attei.tion  to  the  treatment  of  that  disea>e.  He  has  taken  the  large  and  convenient 
house  No.  -it)  Howard  street,  b(,ston.  The  location  is  retired  and  airy,  with  every  uccommodatioa 
for  invalids  from  abroad.  He  has  also  made  ample  arrangements  for  administering  medicated  baths, 
and  ft)r  the  eneral  treatment  of  patients  according  to  the  mi^lhods  most  apjiroved  by  the  profeBsion 
in  this  country  and  Europe.  Board  lioni  $3,00  to  $.5,00  per  week. 
Boston,  Nov.  29,  1841.  D.  1— eop6w 

TREMONT-STREKT    MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  subscribers,  at  their  rooms  in  Treinont  street,  continue  to  give  personal  in.-itriiction  to  private  pupils 
as  heretofore,  in  the  various  branches  of  medicine,  in  connection  with  the  practical  i)ursuit  of  anatomy, 
and  attendance  on  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Eye  and  Ear  Inlirmary,  and  the  other  op- 
porluuilies  belonging  to  their  school.  J.\COB  HIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Jy  28— eoply  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

OLIYER  VV.  HOLMES. 

RESPIRATORS. 

The  subscriber,  by  means  of  an  agent  in  London,  has  constantiv  on  hand  a  number  of  Respirators,  of 
every  quality.  N.  17— eop3m  11.  1.  BOVVDITCH,  17  Bedford  st. 

ORTHOPEDIC    INFIRMARY 

FOR    THE    TREATMKNT    OF    SI'INAL    DISTORTIONS,    CLUB    FEET,    ETC. 

At  65  Belknap  street,  Boston.  Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  JOHN   B.   BROWN,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

We  the  suiisciibers  api)rove  of  Dr.  .1.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  tieatment  of  Spinal 
A  fleet  ions,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice  when- 
ever called  upon. 

John  C.   Warren,  George  Hay  ward,  Edw.  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  JefTries, 

John  Homans,  M.  S.   Perrv,  W.  Channinj;,  George  C.  Shattiick,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W. 

Strong,  George  I'urkman,  D.Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H. 

Lane,  Edw.  Warren,  George  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 

Boston,  April  14,  1841.  tf 

ABDOMINAL    SUPPORTERS. 
Dr.  Hwnes's  in*trument,  which  is  recoiiimended  by   the   profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the    Medical  Journal   olfice.     Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  $4 — without,  $3,50.     By  addressing  the 
publisher,   No.  181  W^asliinglon  street,  pli>  siciaiis  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A.  19 

The  Supiiorters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agents. — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  HaMii)ton;  A.  Harris,  Colebrook  •,  M.  Parker,  Acworth  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith;  E.  Bartlett, 
Haverhill;  D.  Crosby,  Hanover ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst;  J.  Smith,  Dover;  J.  C.  Eastman,  Ham- 
stead;  C.  B.  Hamilton,  Lyme ;  Siickney  «fc  Devier,  Lancaster ;  J.  B.  Abbott,  Boscawen  ;  N.  Kendall 
&,  Co.,  Nashua.  In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johnsbury.  L.  S.  Bartlett,  Lowell,  Mass.  J.  Balch, 
Jr.,  Providence,  R.  1. 

VACCINE    VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  po<i<  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  poet  office.  June  19 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  181  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  cmnmunicalions  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  addre-ss,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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COMPTONIA    ASPLCMFOLIA.     SWHCT    FERN— A    lU.MEDY    FOR   TUFi 

T.^NIA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgiciil  Journal.] 

This  is  an  indifrenous  slinib,  from  two  to  four  feet  hinli.  growinor  in  a 
shallow  soil,  in  rocky  situations,  throughout  tlie  norliiern  and  southern 
Siah^s.  Its  generic  name  was  given  it  by  Dr.  Solander,  in  honor  of  the 
Right  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  Henry  Conipion,  of  London,  a  distinguished 
cultivator  of  exotics.  It  is  placed  in  class  19,  order  3,  of  Eaton — 50th 
natural  order  of  Linnaeus  (amentaceae),  and  99ih  division  of  Jussieu's 
Natual  Taxonomy. 

Botanical  Description. — Male  flowers, 
ament  cylindric  ;  with  calyx-scales  1-flow- 
ered  ;  corol  2-petalled  or  without  petals  ;  fila- 
ments forked.  Female  flowers,  spike  ovate; 
calyx-like  corol  6-petalled  ;  styles,  2  ;  nut, 
1-celled,  oval.  Blossoms  in  April.  Leaves 
alternate,  alternately  crenate-pinnatifid,  re- 
volute,  ciliate ;  resembling  those  of  the 
spleenwort  (asplenium)  ;  hence  the  specific 
name.  Shrub  very  branching ;  branches 
reddish  ;  recent  ones  pubescent.  The  en- 
graving represents  a  small  branch  of  one 
summer's  growth. 

Medicinal  Properties. — It  is  classed  with 
astringents  by  Linnaeus,  and  is  considered 
aromatic,  astringent  and  stomachic  by  Jus- 
sieu.  Drs.  Barton  and  Bigelow  ascribe  to 
it  astringent  and  tonic  properties.  It  has 
frequently  been  used  with  very  happy  effect 
in  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  of  general  debility ; 
and  the  decoction,  as  a  fomentation  in  rheu- 
matism. In  cholera  infantum  it  has,  also, 
been  much  used.  Dr.  Barton,  in  his  "  Vege- 
table INIateria  Medica,"  says  "  the  decoc- 
tion sweetened  forms  an  extremely  grateful  drink  for  children  in  the  sum- 
mer complaint,  and  fiom  its  moderate  astringency  and  bracing  and  tonic 
effect  on  the  bowels,  it  will  always  be  found  to  be  an  useful  auxiliary  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disease.  I  gave  it,  last  summer,  to  one  of  my 
22 
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children^  In  this  conjpkiint,  and  with  encourai;ln<^  success."  Sli(i'|)f  as- 
cribes to  it  still  otlier  viitut's.*  llcceiiily  it  has  been  ^'aining  considera- 
ble celebrity  as  an  anthelmintic  ;  especially  has  it  been  supposed  to  be  an 
useful  reini'dy  when  properly  directed  for  the  removal  of  the  ta^Miia.  The 
following  is  in  favor  of  llie  supposition. 

Case. — Mr.  1.  F.,  of  U.,  a^t.  '33,  formerly  a  merchant  in  Boston,  had 
for  many  years  been  attended  with  symptoms  peculiar  to  worm  cases, 
and  for  twenty  years  past  had  voided,  from  time  to  time,  portions  of  a  tape- 
worm, some  of  them  measuring'  seveial  feet  in  len<jjth.f  He  had  tried 
the  remedies  usually  prescribed  in  similar  cases,  having  gone  quite  through 
the  catalogue  of  medicines  denominated  anthelmintics,  but  all  to  little 
purpose,  as  portions  only  of  the  worm  could  be  got  rid  of.  After  he  went 
to  reside  in  the  country  in  1840,  the  Comptonia  was  recommended  to 
him  by  some  friend  or  neighbor;  and  he  determined  to  give  it  a  trial. 
He  used  it,  therefore,  in  the  form  of  a  strong  decoction  or  infusion,  drink- 
ing large  quantities  daily  for  several  days,  then  stopping  its  use  for  a  short 
time  and  taking  a  brisk  cathartic  in  the  interval.  This  process  he  often 
repeated,  and  generally  succeeded  in  removing  a  greater  or  smaller  number 
of  joints  at  each  effort.  One  morning  in  July,  1S40,  he  called  to  me  from 
his  door,  saying  he  had  something  to  show  me.  1  walked  to  his  house, 
and  there  found  the  troublesome  animal  exposed  to  view.  It  appeared  of 
such  enormous  length  that  1  at  once  proposed  to  take  the  measure  of  it ; 
and  the  gentleman  complying  and  lending  his  assistance,  we  found  it  to 
be  forty-two  feet  long.  Mr.  F.  had,  for  two  or  three  weeks  previous, 
been  taking  the  sweet  fern  tea  in  larger  quantities  than  usual,  and  the 
evening  preceding  the  expulsion  of  the  worm,  he  took  an  active  purge. 
During  the  cathartic  operation  he  discovered  that  the  taenia  was  slowly 
passing,  and  for  fear  of  its  breaking  off  at  one  of  the  joints  as  it  had 
done  on  all  former,  like  occasions,  waited  patiently,  sitting  upon  the  stool 
nearly  two  hours,  occasionally  making  very  gentle  eiibrt  till  it  passed  ; 
and  an  examination  of  tlie  sn^aller  extremity  proved  that  we  had  now  be- 
fore us  the  ivhole  "beast  with  its  hydra  heads,"  fairly  vanquished. 

It  was  the  taenia  osculis  marginalibus  (taenia  solium  of  Dr.  Good — lum- 
bricus  cucurbitinus  of  Dr.  Heberden),  the  oscula  being  placed  on  the 
margin  of  the  joints. 

After  this  worm  was  expelled,  the  peculiar  symptoms  that  had  attended 
Mr.  F.  disappeared,  and  health  returned. 

Remarks. — Might  not  the  Comptonia  be  serviceable  in  cases  of  alvine 
worms  of  every  species,  by  stimulating  the  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach 
and  intestines  to  a  healthy  action,  by  means  of  its  pe^culiar  tonic  and  as- 
tVingent  qualities,  though  it  may  have  no  specific  action  on  the  worms 
themselves?  It  is  well  known  that  the  lining  membrane  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  in  individuals  most  afflicted  wilh  these  animals,  is  in  a  relaxed 
and  va[)kl  condition,  and  of  course,  its  secretion  vitiated  ;  hence  it  would 
seem  that  one  important  end  to  be  gained  in  the  treatment  would  be  to 
restore  to  that  membraiie  its  proper  tone.  As  there  appears  to  be  a  dis- 
position in  the  alvine  canal  of  some  persons,  children  especially,  to  cherish 

*  Shoepf,  Materia  Medica,  p.  142. 

t  Reference  is  made  to  this  case  in  the  "  Medical  Miscellany  "  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  Vol.  XXII.,  p.  418. 
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woi'ms,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  an  altcrcci  socrelioii,  tliis  remedy  might  prove 
salutary  by  i>reventing  ibeir  rc-accuiuulalioii  alter  a  luuuber  of  tliem 
has  been  expi-lled.  K.  G.   VVhkklek. 

Providence,  October,  1 84  K 


FEMALE    ACCOUCIIEUIIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoitrnaJ. 

Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  occupy  a  small  space  in  your  pages,  with  a 
subject  in  wliicli  1  have  been  very  much  interested  from  the  commence- 
ment of  my  professional  career.  It  is  the  practice  of  midwifery  by  fe- 
n)ales.  Every  enlightened  physician  will  cheerfully  favor  this  proposi- 
tion, if  females  can  be  found  properly  qualified  by  knowledge,  and  well 
adapted  by  character,  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  a  midwife. 
That  females  may  be  found  capable  of  being  qualified,  there  cannot  be 
any  doubt,  at  least  for  the  management  of  all  cases  which  do  not  recpiirc 
instrumental  aid.  Having  attended  the  Hospitals  la  Maternite  and  la 
Clinique  at  Paris,  for  several  wrecks,  I  have  had  a  good  opportunity  to 
judge  of  the  capabilities  of  the  Sages  Femmes,  who  were  connected  with 
these  institutions,  and  to  know  that  they  were  qualified  to  conduct  and 
did  conduct  almost  every  case,  while  I  was  in  attendance.  In  this  coun- 
try, of  course,  the  same  facilities  for  instruction  cannot  be  had  by  females, 
as  are  had  by  the  midwives  of  Paris.  But,  the  same  facilities  can  be  had 
by  them  here,  which  are  possessed  by  most  of  our  medical  students,  and 
indeed  greater  advantages  for  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  art,  which  it 
is  unnecessary  to  speak  of  especially. 

If,  then,  it  is  admitted  that  females  can  be  properly  qualified  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  midwifery,  the  propriety  of  entrusting 
them  with  these  duties  will  not  be  questioned.  Of  course,  when 
accidents  occur,  or  when  any  of  the  diseases  arise  consequent  to  labor, 
the  immediate  advice  of  a  physician  would  be  required.  The  occur- 
rence of  accidents,  and  the  development  of  disease,  however,  are  very 
rare.  They  are  as  likely  to  occur  in  a  case  in  the  charge  of  a  physician, 
as  in  one  in  the  charge  of  a  midwife. 

In  order  to  have  skilful,  intelligent  and  trustworthy  midwives,  they 
should  receive  instruction  from  a  physician,  and  have  their  qualifications 
certified  by  him.  In  our  city  there  are  many  women  of  good  intelligence 
and  of  excellent  character,  encrati^ed  in  the  duties  of  jmrsiiisr-  This  class 
of  women  are  well  known  to  the  physicians,  and  they,  almost  universally, 
would  be  pronounced  by  them  to  be  capable  of  acquiring  by  study  a 
good,  practical  knowledge  of  the  art  of  midwifery. 

To  promote  the  great  object  set  forth  in  this  paper,  I  am  confident  that 
every  physician  of  refinement  and  dignity  would  furnish  such  aid  as  he 
might  be  capable  of  giving.  Motives  of  pecuniary  gain  would  not  be 
allowed  to  influence  such  men.  I  am  proud  to  say,  that  in  our  city,  such 
is  the  character  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  that  a 
class  of  females  who  should  engage  to  qualify  themselves  thoroughly  for 
the  duties  of  midwifery,  would  have  their  cheerful  aid  and  encouragements 
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My  intention  in  this  papor  being  only  to  call  the  attention  of  ilie  pro- 
fession, especially  in  oui  city,  to  die  subject,  I  will  leave  it  lor  ibu  pre- 
sent witbout  further  discussion.  1  shall  take  occasion  soon  to  make  some 
propositions  to  carry  out  the  proposed  plan.  G.   D. 

Boston,  Dec.  )23,  1811. 


DRS    CARPENTER   AND   PAINE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  aiid  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  has  been  stated,  I  think,  in  your  Journal,  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
that  Dr.  Paine,  of  New  York,  had  detected  Dr.  William  B.  Carpenter, 
the  learned  and  distinguished  physiologist,  of  Bristol,  in  England,  of  gross 
plagiarism,  viz. :  of  taking  passages  from  the  works  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Channing  and  publishing  them  as  his  own.  1  have  never  read  Dr. 
Paine's  pamphlet  in  which  this  charge  is  said  to  be  contained,  but  1  be- 
lieve my  statement  is  correct.  The  opinion  1  liad  foimed  on  the  subject 
will  appear  from  the  following  paragraph. 

I  lately  had  occasion  to  talk  with  a  personal  friend  of  Dr.  Paine's  on 
this  subject,  and  then  said  in  substance,  that  1  had  great  confidence  in 
Dr.  Paine's  character  for  integrity,  and  did  not  doubt  that  he  believed 
his  statements  to  be  correct ;  but  that,  without  investigating  the  matter, 
I  must  believe  there  was  some  error  in  the  case.  This  1  founded  on  the 
high  character  of  Dr.  Carpenter.  My  opinion  of  Dr.  C.  was  founded, 
in  part,  on  what  1  had  heard  of  him,  from  those  who  know  him  per- 
sonally, and  in  part  on  his  writings.  Ft  is,  1  think,  impossible  to  read 
Dr.  C.'s  writings  without  perceiving  in  his  mind  that  holy  regard  for 
truth  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  conduct  charged  on  him.  With 
this  view  of  the  case,  1  loaned  to  Dr.  P.'s  friend,  above  referred  to,  Dr. 
Carpenter's  Comparative  Physiology,  as  the  best  way  of  vindicating  his 
reputation  until  something  more  should  be  heard  on  the  subject. 

I  have  now  received  from  Dr.  Carpenter  the  paper  which  I  enclose, 
and  which  1  beg  you  to  copy  in  the  next  number  of  your  Journal. 

December  23,  1841.  1  am  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Jackson. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  W.  B.  Qakvls-yek,  of  Bristol  [England),  to 
Prof.  Dunglison,  of  Philadelphia,  in  reference  to  certain  charges  made 
against  the  former,  by  Dr.  Maktvn  Paine,  Professor  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Neiu  York,  in  his  "  Examination  of 
Reviews,  ^•c." 

Bristol,  Nov.  16,  1841. 
My  Dear  Sir,— 

Having  just  received  from  Dr.  Paine  a  copy  of  his  "  Examination  " 
of  the  Critique  on  his  Medical  and  Physiological  Commentaries,  which 
appeared  in  the  April  No.  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  1 
find,  to  my  great  surprise,  that  Dr.  P.  has  thought  himself  justified — not 
only  in  singling  me  out  as  the  author  of  it,  and  in  animadverting  upon 
what  he  considers  to  be    its  misrepresentations,  as  if  they  were    mine 
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(llierohy  attiMiipliiw  to  imikt^  iliat  ;i  matter  of  personal  discussion  hotween 
us,  for  wliicli  the  l^dilor  of  the  J{evii!\v  liolds  liiiiiself  responsible) — but 
also  in  lixini;  upon  me  a  rl)ari:;(;  of  literary  plai^'iarism,  \vbi(di  is  calculated, 
il  I  a!K)\v  it  to  remain  uncontradicted,  to  do  ^^real  injiny  to  my  per- 
sonal as  well  as  to  my  scientific  cliaracter. 

IJefore  i;oin<^  further,  I  must  exj)ress  my  astonishment  that  any  |)erson 
holdini^  the  position  which  Dr.  Paine  occupies,  should  commit  hiuiself  to 
so  grave  a  cl)arne  against  an  individual,  to  whose  discredit  he  knows  no- 
thing, upon  evidence  so  flimsy  as  that  which  he  a(lduc(;s ; — espi;cially  as 
lu;  must  have  been  aware  that,  from  the  distance  of  the  accused  party, 
his  defence  could  not  be  laid  before  the  public  until  many  months  should 
have  elapsed  since  its  pidjlication,  during  which  lime  an  injurious  impres- 
sion would  have  been  formed  not  easily  to  be  eradicated.  And  I  thiid< 
that  1  have  further  a  just  right  to  complain,  that  Dr.  Paine's  incul))ation 
of  me  is  not  confined  to  surmise ;  but  that,  after  he  has  proved  his  point 
to  his  own  satisfaction,  he  has  taken  it  for  granted,  and,  throughout  the 
latter  part  of  his  pamphlet,  has  continually  coupled  my  name  with  the 
accusation  of  gross  plagiary. 

The  evidence  which  Dr.  P.  adduces  in  support  of  the  charge,  is  briefly 
the  following: — Having  made  uj)  his  mind,  from  certain  coincidences  of 
opinion  and  expression,  between  the  Critique  on  his  Commentaries  and 
my  Principles  of  Physiology,  that  I  must  be  the  writer  of  the  former,  he 
has  searched  in  previous  Nos.  of  the  same  Review  for  articles  written,  as 
he  imagines,  by  the  same  al!uhor.  In  this  search  he  thinks  himself  as- 
sisted by  references  occasionally  made  from  one  article  to  another — the 
complete  fallacy  of  which  kind  of  evidence  is  exposed  in  Dr.  Forbes's 
letter.  Upon  the  same  evidence,  I  must  liave  been  the  reviewer  of  my 
own  work ;  and  I  am  not  certain  whether  Dr.  P.  does  not  mean  to  in- 
sinuate as  much.  Any  person,  however,  who  carefully  reads  that  review, 
which  I  did  not  see  until  it  was  in  print,  may  find  abundant  evidence  of 
the  absurdity  of  such  an  idea.  With  respect  to  the  other  chief  source  of 
Dr.  P.'s  evidence — coincidence  in  opinion,  and  in  the  mode  of  expressing 
it — I  will  only  say  that  Dr.  P.  shows  great  ignorance  of  the  state  of  phy- 
siological science  in  this  country,  if  he  imagines  that  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  my  Principles,  on  the  subjects  alluded  to,  are  at  all  peculiar  to 
myself;  and  it  is  very  natural  that  one  writer  should  almost  uncon- 
sciously adopt  the  phraseology  of  another  who  has  recently  treated  of  the 
same  questions,  when  desiring  to  express  the  same  ideas. 

So  much  for  the  evidence  on  which  Dr.  P.'s  charge  is  founded.  1 
have  thus  examined  it,  merely  to  show  how  unjustifiable  it  was  in  Dr.  P. 
to  charge  me  with  the  perpetration  of  a  gross  literary  theft,  upon  no  better 
grounds.  The  charge  itself — that  in  a  review  of  Hunter  on  the  Blood, 
in  a  former  volume  of  the  same  Journal,  1  unceremoniously  adapted  certain 
passages  from  Dr.  Channing's  Essay  on  JNlilton,  to  a  very  different  pur- 
pose— is  very  easily  disposed  of.  7  did  not  write  that  review.  To  those 
who  know  me,  my  simple  denial  would,  I  am  confident,  be  am|)ly  suffi- 
cient ;  but  for  the  satisfaction  of  Dr.  Paine,  who,  in  his  ignorance  of  my 
character,  may  think  me  as  capable  of  asserting  a  falsehood,  as  of  steal- 
ing a  paragraph,  I  enclose  a  note  from  Dr.  Forbes  confirmatory  of  my 
assertion. 
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Dr.  Paine  considers  that  his  identification  of  me  with  the  plaj^iarist  is 
iriuinpfjantly  confirnied,  by  a  conesjJOiKlence  which  he  iinaj^iries  that  he 
has  delected  between  certain  passages  in  niy  Principles  of  Physiology, 
and  others  which  he  has  selected  from  Dr.  Channlnii's  Sermons.  I  ain 
myself  completely  at  a  loss  to  discover  this  correspondence;  and  my 
friends  here  find  it  equally  diflicult.  The  falsity  of  this  char<^e  is  as  easily 
proved  as  that  of  the  other :  hv  I  have  never  (I  speak  it  almost  with  shame) 
read  the  Sn'inons  from  which  Dr.  P.  quotes.  The  ideas  which  I  have 
expresseil,  have  so  lon^j;  been  lamiliar  to  my  mind,  that  1  cannot  imagine 
that  tiiey  involve  anything  peculiarly  Chanuing-ian.  If  any  correspon- 
dence do  exist,  it  is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  I  received  my 
education  from  one,  who  was  for  many  years  the  respected  and  attached 
friend  of  that  illustrious  man,  and  whose  mind,  cast  in  the  same  mould 
with  his,  impressed  mine  with  those  habits  of  thought,  which  have  led  to 
whatever  similarity  may  present  itself  between  our  published  opinions. 

In  regard  to  Dr.  Paine's  criticisms  upon  the  scientific  opinions  I  have 
expressed  in  my  Principles  of  Physiology,  1  shall  not  now  offer  any  re- 
marks;  nor  do  I  int(>nd  to  lake  up  the  gauntlet  from  an  opponent  who 
has  shown  himself  so  destitute  of  judgment  and  of  good  feeling.  Of  the 
merits  of  our  respective  productions  1  am  quite  content  to  leave  the  pub- 
lic to  judge. 

Having  few  means  of  placing  my  statement  before  the  medical  public 
of  America,  save  through  your  mediation,  I  take  the  liberty  of  so  far 
trespassing  on  your  kindness,  as  to  request  you  to  gain  insertion  for  it  in 
such  Journals  as  may  give  it  a  circulation  equal  to  that  of  Dr.  Paine's 
calumnious  charges  against  me. 

Believe  me  to  remain,  dear  sir,  respectfully  and  sincerely  yours, 

William  B.  Carpenter. 

[Dr.  Forbes's  letter,  referred  to  above,  as  it  is  intended  merely  to  con- 
firm Dr.  Carpenter's  statement,  is  omitted.] 


DR.   COMSTOCK  ON   THE    PATHOLOGY   OF  FEVER— ESS.1Y   VIII. 
DEATH    FROM    THE    PRICK    OF    A  PIN. 

It  is  curious  to  perceive  how  soon  a  new  disease,  when  it  is  first  described 
in  any  one  part  of  the  world,  is  recognized  in  every  other  part — and  this 
in  maladies  which  never  were  known  anywhere  as  epidemics,  and  even 
in  those  which  are  caused  by  accidents.  Whether  this  is  owing  to  cer- 
tain modes,  habits,  new  articles  of  food,  or  old  articles  becoming  deterio- 
rated, all  which  may  extensively  occur,  or  to  atmospheric  changes,  it  may 
be  diflicult  to  decide.  Or,  again,  are  the  accounts  of  new  phenomena  of 
this  kind  owing  to  the  greater  accuracy  of  observation  in  the  moderns 
over  the  ancients  ?  nothing  being  more  common  than  for  thousands  to  see 
what  one  man  has  discovered,  but  to  which  they  would  have  remained 
forever  blind  had  it  not  been  shown  them.  In  Dr.  Good's  last  edition  of 
"The  Study  of  Medicine,"  issued  from  the  press  so  lately  as  18^5,  are 
ten  or  a  dozen  descriptions  of  diseases  claimed  to  be  '^  strictly  original'* 

*  S»«  Adverticemeiit  to  his  second  edition,  p.  8. 
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— casos  of  all  w  lilch  ii)av,  we  Ix-licvci,  Ix'  louiid  dcscrihrd  In  suhsccniont 
|)(M*io(lica]s,  as  liavinu;  hfcii  seen  in  various  parts  of  llic  Old  and  INew 
World,  or  ihose,  that  wiiicli  has  impressed  us  as  the  most  strikinj;,  is 
KrytluMna  Anatoniiciiin.  W  licilicr  iVoni  xUc.  very  siiiijlit  cansc  fi-oiri  wliich 
it  ans(>s,  its  i;reat  lialtilily  lo  be  incurred,  ils  often  endini:;  in  death,  and 
the  ui()r(>  than  deathly  su(rerinr!;s  whirh  it  entails  on  tlu?  afllieted,  il  li(3 
survives — as  also  its  beini^  accompanied  with  ty))hus  fever,  in  which 
point  of  view  it  falls  directly  within  the  scope  ol'  our  observations,  it  is 
exceedingly  interest  in  li;. 

We  ha\(\  in  our  lornier  Essays,  adverted  to  the  i;r(!at  rapidity  with 
which  causes  producing'  fever  sometimes  act.  And  this  celerity  will  be 
t^und  as  reinaikable  in  the  disease  under  consideration,  j)<Mha))s  more  so, 
than  in  any  other.  In  the  fatal  case  of  Dr.  Gumming,  related  by  \)v.  Good, 
the  local  effecMs  were  felt  in  et/jout  eight  hours.  A  restless  nifj^ht  was 
passed — towards  morning  a  severe  rigor  was  (experienced,  succeeded  by 
pyrexia,  and  death  on  the  eleventh  day.  The  injury  receive(l,if  any,  was 
so  very  slight  that  the  doctor  was  not  sensible  of  it.  lie  was  present  at 
the  dissection  of  a  corpse,  in  w  hich  he  took  no  part,  and  merely  threaded 
a  needle  for  others  to  sew  up  the  body.  I\or  was  he  sensible  of  a  pim- 
ple or  scratch  on  his  fin2:ers,  or  of  ])uncturing  it  in  threading  the  needle. 
His  first  uneasy  sensation  was  felt  in  the  middle  finger  of  the  left  hand, 
at  the  inflexion  of  the  first  joint,  where,  upon  examination,  was  found 
a  small,  angry  pimple.  That  there  was  something  more  than  the  me- 
chanical injury,  and  that  some  virus  was  received  from  the  corpse,  in 
which  death  had  been  occasioned  by  puerperal  fever,  must  be  admitted. 
And  this  receives  confirmation  from  the  iact  that  a  young  woman  who 
w^ashed  a  tow^l  which  was  used  about  the  body,  instead  of  a  sponge,  and 
who  scratched  her  finger  with  a  pin  which  was  left  in  it,  received  the 
same  disorder  in  an  alarming  degree,  but  finally  recovered. 

In  the  case  which  we  are  about  to  relate  there  was  no  dead  body. 
But  the  patient  pricked  the  middle  finger  of  her  right  hand,  at  the  in- 
side middle  flexure  of  the  joint,  with  a  pin  left  in  a  cloth  which  was  used 
in  fastening  poultices  to  the  feet  of  a  young  woman  in  scarlet  fever,  and 
which  she  was  washing.  She  was  a  healthy,  portly  woman,  of  the  African 
race,  married,  aged  62.  This  was  on  Saturday,  INov.  2Sth,  JS4().  Uneasi- 
ness, restlessness  and  wakefulness,  occurred  the  sanie  night,  w  Ith  pain  in 
the  finder.  I  saw^  her  first  on  the  Tuesdav  succeedlnf]: :  found  her  with  a 
tongue  completely  coated,  white,  the  pile  long  ;  pulse  quick  and  feeble, 
indeed  with  complete  typhus  fever.  Pain  extreme  in  the  finger,  which 
was  very  much  swollen,  as  well  as  the  back  of  the  hand.  But  there  was 
not  at  this  time,  nor  at  any  time  succeedlnfj,  any  irlandular  swelling 
of  the  axilla.  The  affection  seemed  principally  confined  to  the  injured 
part,  so  far  as  It  was  local,  for  the  first  fortnight  ;  and  appearances  at 
one  time  seemed  fivorable  to  its  ending  locally,  as  about  the  seventh  day 
matter  appeared  between  the  injured  finger  and  the  one  next  to  it.  Jt 
was  yellow  and  looked  well  to  the  eye,  except  an  air-bubble,  which  Is 
never  seen  in  matter  really  healthy.  The  smell  was  offensive,  the  dis- 
charge rather  copious.  Arm  and  finger  very  much  swollen,  and  not 
much   diminished  by   the  discharge.     Tlie  pain  continued  pretty  much 
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about  the  injured  finger  and  ann,  till  the  fourleentli  day  from  the  accident, 
when  pain  and  swelhng  commenced  over  the  ribs  of  the  right  side,  and 
subsequently  extended  to  the  hip.  These  parts,  by  the  early  application 
ol  blisters,  were  prevented  from  suppuration.  Hut  three  days  aiterwards, 
being  the  twentieth  from  receiving  the  puncture,  the  disposition  of  the 
swelling  to  wander  over  the  body  was  strangely  evinced  by  her  bowels 
being  swollen  as  much  as  in  an  extreme  case  of  ascites.  Diuretics  were  ac- 
cordingly used.  Tlie  next  day  the  |)ain  left  the  finger,  and  severely  af- 
fected the  left  side.  The  discharge  from  the  finger  was  rather  cojjious, 
and  the  swelling  of  the  arm  somewhat  diminished.  On  the  back  of  the 
finger  a  sinus  had  formed  an  inch  long,  one  third  of  an  inch  wide,  and 
about  the  fourth  of  an  inch  deep,  beginning  at  the  knuckle  joint.  She  can 
only  be  kept  comfortable  by  large  and  repeated  opiates. 

On  the  2*2d  of  Dec,  the  abdominal  swelling  having  abated,  an  im- 
mense tumefaction  was  discoverable  in  the  glutei  muscles  of  the  side  op- 
posite to  the  injury.  It  was  as  large  as  a  large  plate,  and  hard  as  a  board, 
involving  the  hip  of  the  same  side.  It  burst  just  five  weeks  from  the 
prick  of  tlie  pin,  and  discharged,  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained,  from 
a  quart  to  three  pints  at  first,  and  continued  to  discharge,  with  another 
orifice  which  afterwards  opened,  to  nearly  the  close  of  her  life.  She  died 
Feb.  24th,  ninety  days  after  the  accident,  worn  out  with  fever  and  univer- 
sal irritation,  and  weakened  with  purulent  discharges. 

Of  the  universal  irritation,  it  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  every  joint 
seemed  to  partake  of  it,  as  was  evinced  by  her  screeches  when  she  was 
moved,  which  I  observed  that  her  attendants  did  very  cautiously,  and  in 
a  blanket.  I  was  careful  not  to  diminish  the  discharge  from  the  injured 
finger,  for  I  repeatedly  observed,  that  if  it  diminished,  either  fever,  pain, 
or  a  disposition  to  a  new  swelling,  was  the  consequence. 

This  case  differs  from  erythema  anatomicum,  as  described  by  Dr. 
Good,  as  he  decidedly  makes  that  disease  to  atiect  the  glands  of  the  arm- 
pit, and  not  to  have  much  if  any  affection  complained  of  in  the  part 
which  was  punctured.  It  is  therefore  doubtful  whether  this  colored  wo- 
man's having  received  the  wound  whilst  washing  the  bandages  of  the 
girl  who  had  scarlatina  had  anything  to  do  in  aggravating  the  case.  And 
yet  from  its  strange  and  eccentric  symptoms,  I  should  incline  to  think  it 
did.  For  the  evidence  adduced  by  Dr.  Good  fully  goes  to  prove,  con- 
trary to  M.  IMagendie's  opinion,  that  there  was  no  putrefaction  in  those 
bodies  from  whence  the  disease  was  contracted  ;  neither  in  the  several 
cases  which  he  gives  in  detail,  nor  in  ten  others  of  which  he  received  an 
account  from  various  sources  afterwards,  but  too  late  for  insertion. 

A  peculiarity  of  existing  fault  in  the  habit  has  been  resorted  to  in  or- 
der to  account  for  such  very  serious  effects  fiom  trivial  causes.  And  this 
seems  to  be  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  view,  when  he  relates  that  few  or  none 
of  the  young  men  have  any  similar  affections  when  they  arrive  at  the 
hospitals  in  the  fall ;  but  that  after  their  frequent  intercourse  with  the 
wards  and  stay  till  spring,  they  become  liable  to  them.  This  is  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  state  of  constitution  which  is  most  obnoxious  to  yellow 
fever,  which,  as  we  learn  from  all  quarters,  is  most  apt  to  seize  upon 
new-comers  upon   their  first  arrival.     We  are  on  the   whole   inclined   to 
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asjreo  wlili  Dr.  (iood,  thai  tin*  malady  caniuji,  in  tiiost  instances,  be  traced 
to  any  exislinu;  previous  vict;  in  llie  lial)it.  INor  can  it  in  all  cases  be  re- 
ferred to  anv  contamination  (leriv(Ml  from  either  livinii;  or  dead  bodies. 

A  few  V ears  |>ast,  Oapt.  M.,  a  hale  lieallhy-lookin;;  man,  was  sjielling  In- 
dian corn  with  his  hands,  when  he  perceivc^d  a  slij[i;ht  excoriation  inside  of 
one  of  his  lin^iM's.  From  that  time  th(!  (in/^^er  became  swolh'n  and  painful, 
involvinii;  the  hand  and  arm,  which  heeame  gangrenous,  and  was  auiputated. 
Here  it  was  hoped  the  disease  would  end.  J^ut  the  other  hand  and  arm, 
without  anv  l(>sion,  Ixname  similarly  afFi'C.ted,  and  his  sur<j,eon  announced 
to  liim  that  he  must  lo^e  it  also.  This  ho  refused,  saying  he  had  rather 
go  altog(>ther,  and  he  ciied.* 

Erysipelatous  inflammation  has  the  migratory  tendency  which  we  per- 
ceive in  the  case  of  the  colored  woman.  INow  erysipelas  is  a  frequent 
alFection  of  the  sUin,  hut  seldom  of  the  cellular  substance.  I^ut  the  pe- 
culiarity of  erythema  anatomicum  is,  that  it  has  a  tendency  to  seize  on 
and  spread  about  the  latter ;  and  also,  as  we  should  infer,  to  seriously 
injure,  and  where  life  is  ])rolonged,  to  totally  destroy  the  capsular  liga- 
ments of  the  joints. f  A  melancholy  case  of  this  is  narrated  by  the  suf- 
ferer of  this  malady,  who  lost  the  testicle  of  the  afiected  side,  and  had  a 
contraction  of  the  arm,  shoulder,  and  knee-joint,  with  the  loss  of  general 
health,  whilst  the  disease  was  unsubdued,  and  continued  to  progress. 

Physiology  and  pathology  have  thrown  more  light  upon  anatomy  than 
tbey  have  ever  received  from  it ;  no  anatomist  ever  yet  having  been  able 
to  tell  the  symptoms  which  accompanied  a  disease,  by  post-mortem  inspec- 
tion only.  The  physiologist  and  pathologist,  however,  have  been  enabled 
to  indicate  the  affected  viscera  and  tissues,  by  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  the 
sick  patient.  The  seats  of  excruciating  pain,  as  of  the  forehead,  the  limbs, 
the  ear,  the  eye,  and  the  joints,  seldom  leave  any  traces  in  the  dead  body. 
But  examinations  of  this  kind  are  always  important,  as  they  seive  to  point 
us  in  other  directions  to  look  for  them,  and  sometimes  to  shed  light  upon 
the  mysterious  principle  of  sympathy ;  and  we  were  forcibly  impressed 
witli  the  interesting  points  of  pathology  which  they  may  ultimately  de- 
velope,  when  we  lately  noticed  a  case  in  which  the  internal  viscera  of 
the  dead  appeared  as  had  the  tongue  when  living — covered  with  a 
white  fur. 

It  being  now  well  ascertained  that  inoculation  with  a  particle  of  matter 
from  a  dead  body,  can  produce  typhus  fever,  with  that  peculiar  train  of 
distressing  symptoms  dependent  upon  erythema  anatomicum,  it  is  a  just  in- 
ference to  draw,  corroborated  by  facts,  that  certain  slight  mechanical  in- 
juries will  sometimes  induce  the  same  kind  of  erysipelatous  inflammation. 
We  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  the  difference  here  which  at  first  sight 
appears.  In  those  instances  where  the  fever,  and  other  affections,  begin 
with  a  mechanical  injury,  we  are  of  opinion  that  an  eflusion  and  subse- 
quent deterioration  ol'  a  small  quantity  of  matter  ensues  ;  in  fact,  tliat 
what  was  just  before  a  part  of  the  living  body,  is  extravasated  and  dies, 
and  has  the  sante  ultimate  effects  as  if  it  had  been  received  by  the  prick 
of  a  needle,  which  had  been  used  in  sewing  up,  or  a  knife  which  had 

*  We  Hid  not  attend  Cnpt.  II.,  hut  had  the  partinilnr?  from  liis  surgeon. 
J  See  Dr.  Good'i  note  to  hit  adverliiPment,  2d  edition. 
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been  used  in  cutting,  a  dead  body.  And  what  a  i^lare  of  lii;lit  this  throws, 
when  the  tVecjuency  of  spontaneous  ellusion  and  extravasation  is  consider- 
ed, upon  the  cause  of  typhus,  and  all  other  TevtM's,  every  medical  njan 
will  at  once  perceive.  The  palholotry  of  locked-jaw  is  deducihle  from 
the  premises  herein  embraced,  which  the  medical  scholar  cannot  fail  to 
appreciate.  But  as  we  are  more  particularly  engaged  U])on  the  j)atholo- 
gy  of  fever,  we  forbear  deviating  into  other  paths. 

How  difficult  a  matter  it  is  to  discover  the  real  nature,  and  to  define  the 
real  presence,  of  fever,  may  be  inferred  from  the  various  and  conflicting 
opinions  of  physicians  in  all  ages.  That  all  fevers  depend  upon  an  in- 
flammatory affection  of  some  viscus,  is  not  a  new  opinion,  as  it  is  men- 
tioned by  Senac,  physician  to  Louis  XV.  Dr.  Senac  died  in  1770  ;  and 
if  he  did  not  originate  the  almost  universal  use  of  the  lancet,  he  certainly 
used  it  as  extensively  as  any  one  of  whom  we  have  any  account,  either 
before  or  since  his  time.  He  would  even  bleed  in  the  profuse  sweats 
which  sometimes  succeed  intermittent  fever,*  as  well  also  when  it  was 
malignant  as  when  it  was  mild,  and  "  in  severe  gripings  or  spasms  of  the 
stomach  or  intestines."! 

His  attachment  to  the  free  and  frequent  use  of  emetics  was  as  great  as 
to  venesection.  It  was  a  remark  of  his,  that  in  some  seasons,  and  in  some 
local  situations,  the  bark  will  not  cure  intermittents,  but  does  more  hurt 
than  good.  We  respond  to  this  opinion  of  his,  but  believe  it  may  be  ob- 
viated by  combining  it  with  mild  aperients,  diuretics  and  sudorifics  ;  such 
as  an  equal  quantity  of  the  cream  of  tartar,  with  each  dose  of  bark,  to  be 
washed  down  with  a  pint  of  warm  sage  tea,  or  vinegar  whey.  The 
cream  of  tartar  proves  gently  laxative  and  diuretic,  and  the  potion  to  be 
drank  after  it  throws  open  the  pores.  Bark  is  deleterious  if  any  one  of 
the  natural  excretions  is  deficient ;  or  if  there  be  congestion,  inflamma- 
tion or  pain.  In  such  states  of  the  system  it  adds  "^re  to  fire. ^^  Senac's 
method  of  preventing  the  cold  fit  by  the  exhibition  of  five  or  six  pounds 
of  light  tepid  herb-tea,  merits  notice  ;  as  it  may  be  more  extensively  em- 
ployed than  in  intermittents. 

The  opinion  of  Senac,  that  when  emetics  are  omitted,  in  intermittents, 
their  cure  becomes  stubborn  and  protracted,  may  be  with  propriety  ap- 
plied to  other  fevers.  And  that  these  difficulties  can  only  be  overcome 
by  resorting  to  them  in  their  advanced  stages,  when  they  have  been  pre- 
viously neglected,  is  consonant  to  reiterated  experience.  Although  Senac 
was  so  great  an  advocate  for  the  use  of  the  lancet,  he  displays  his  can- 
dor by  stating  that  the  King  of  Spain,  and  othei*s,  have  lost  their  lives  by 
bloodletting.  We  have,  in  a  former  publication,  expressed  our  own 
opinion  that  General  Washington  fell  a  victim  to  too  great  a  loss  of 
blood  ;  having  repeatedly  experienced  diat  in  throat  affections,  inflamma- 
tion of  that  part,  even  when  seemingly  as  intense  as  that  of  the  thoracic 
and  abdominal  viscera,  will  not  bear  so  well  that  evacuation.  Emetics, 
especially  of  powdered  mustard  seed,  and  gargles  of  the  same,  however 
we  may  account  for  it,  seem  more  safe  and  salutary.  Our  own  theory  is 
that  mucous  congestion  constitutes  a  primary  feature  of  croup  and  swelled 

*  See  his  Treatise  on  the  Hidden  Nature  and   the  Treatment  of  Intermitting  and  Remitting  Fevers, 
translated  from  the  Latin,  by  Charles  Caldwell,  M.D.,  p.  278.  t  lb.  284. 
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throat,  and  \\ruro  tluii  it  is  lailicr  iimnis  tliaii  blood  that  needs  removing. 
Who  ever  ciiicd  a  case  ol'  (  roui)  without  witnessing  eopious  ejections  of 
MUirns,  either  l)V  xoinitinu^  or  expecloration  ?  Ilenee  the  rafioiui/c  ofgiv- 
ing  seneka,  scjuills,  calomel,  tartar  emetic,  and  mustard. 

Ofrehipses  in  fevcM's  it  remains  to  say  something.  Some  liav(^  observed 
tliat  these  are  most  apt  to  occur  at  weekly  |)eri()ds,  and  assign  as  ;i  reason 
that  a  w(«(^k  is  the  fcMnth  of  a  hination,  nn(l  hiy  the  blame  to  the  moon. 
The  hebdomadal  division  of  time,  pointing  to  a  weekly  day  of  rest,  h;is 
been  supposed  by  others  to  influence  diseases.  We  have  heard,  and  have 
known  sonuuhing,  of  Sunday  headache  ;  but  have;  never  suspected  that 
the  phases  of  the  moon,  or  the  recurrence  of  the  Sabbath,  had  any  un- 
inopitious  effect  upon  fevers.  Relapses  have  appeared  to  us  to  be  sub- 
ject to  a  renew  al  of  those  causes  which  produced  the  original  fever,  in  a 
few  instances  ;  but  in  far  the  greater  number  to  have  been  produced  by 
either  cold,  cloudy,  damp,  or  stormy  weather,  w  hich  will  undeniably  give 
rise  to  them  when  the  most  cautious  care  has  been  taken  ;  as  will  also  tiie 
occurrence  of  extreme  cold  after  a  pleasant  season,  or  of  very  high  winds 
after  a  calm  and  serene  atmosjihere.  Eating  iinpro|)er  food,  or  too  much 
of  that  which  is  proper — changing  the  apartment  of  the  sick,  even  for  one 
seemingly  more  eligible — sitting  up  too  long — walking  out  too  soon — too 
many  visiters,  or  too  long  visits — bad  news — cutting  the  hair,  and  shaving 
the  beard — have  all  sometimes  occasioned  relapses.  The  period  of  re- 
covery calls  for  more  care  and  circumspection  than  any  other.  It  is  that 
era  when,  if  an  inch  be  given  an  ell  will  be  taken,  and  ever  causes  us 
more  solicitude  than  any  other  stage.  We  have  already  noticed  that  re- 
lapses in  bilious  fevers  are  apt  to  occur  from  insufficient  evacuations  of  the 
first  passages.  And  to  the  same  insufficiency  must  be  referred  the  serious 
occurrence  of  jaundice  or  dropsy,  and  sometimes  of  both.  A  white  sub- 
stance setding  in  the  urine,  whether  flocculous  or  granular,  denotes  a  fa- 
vorable crisis,  and  may  be  considered  a  test  of  a  well-cleared  prima  viae. 
But  if  the  urine  exhibits  a  red  or  yellow,  homogeneous  appearance,  further 
evacuations  are  called  for.  When  we  consider  what  vast  functional  distur- 
bance may  arise  from  so  slight  a  quantity  of  fluid  as  causes  anatomic  ery- 
thema, and  that  spontaneous  extrusions  of  a  fluid  are  to  be  suspected  as 
giving  rise  to  effects  somewhat  similar,  we  have  a  clue  to  many  of  the  phe- 
nomena of  fever  before  unaccountable ;  such  as  w  andering  pains,  affec- 
tions of  the  joints,  loss  of  motion  in  a  limb  or  limbs,  disordered  stomach 
and  bowels,  sw  ellings,  and  brain  affections,  all  which  we  have  known  to 
succeed  fever,  and  which  we  can  more  easily  describe  than  cure.  But 
the  cause  of  many  of  these  symptoms  we  feel  now  inclined  to  refer  to 
erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  cellular  substance  and  serous  membranes. 
The  wandering  disposition  of  inflammation  of  this  kind,  strikingly  distin- 
guishes it  from  phlegmonic  inflammation.  In  INancy  BrewsK'r's  case, 
which  we  have  related,  this  affection  seemed  at  one  time  to  threaten  her 
brain,  as  her  face  became  swollen,  and  she  was  slightly  delirious.  But 
the  immense  swelling  of  the  glutei  muscles  and  hip,  and  the  copious  dis- 
charge, w  hich  from  first  to  last  could  not  be  estimated  at  less  than  a  gal- 
lon, probably  averted  the  termination  to  her  head.  Such  disastrous  con- 
sequences, ending  in  death,  and  proceeding  from  the  prick  of  a   pin,  we 
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were  about  to  remark  further  upon,  but  the  unexpected  length   to  which 
we  have  already  extended  our  reuiarks  warns  us  that  it  is  time  to  close. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     JANUARY     5,    1842. 


ALBANY   MEDICAL    COLLEGE. 

x\mong  the  many  flattering  civilities  recently  rendered  by  the  Albanians 
to  their  Boston  guests,  nothing-,  say  the  medical  gentlemen  who  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  be  there,  atforded  thetn  more  graiificalion  than  their 
courteous  reception  at  the  Medical  Institution.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regret- 
ted that  more  of  the  visiters  were  not  able  to  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
portunity. But  the  hospitality  which  was  shown,  and  the  number  and 
variety  of  other  attractions,  permitted  but  comparatively  a  few  to  visit  this 
(in  our  opinion)  greatest  attraction  of  all.  The  museum  of  the  Institu- 
tion, owing  to  the  well-bestowed  liberality  of  the  Slate,  and  the  intelli- 
gence and  enterprise  of  the  Professors,  although  it  dates  its  origin  only  to 
a  very  few  years  since,  may  already  safely  challenge  any  similar  institu- 
tion in  the  Union.  Accurate  illustrations  of  the  various  diseases  inci- 
dent to  the  human  body  have  with  great  labor  and  cost  been  prepared  and 
appropriately  arranged.  Our  attention  was  more  particularly  attracted  to 
the  magnificent  wax  and  papier  mache  preparations,  which  have  just  been 
added  to  the  collection.  Even  the  unprofessional  spectator  could  not  but 
be  struck  with  the  extraordinary  skill  and  beauty  with  which  they  had 
been  made.  To  the  physician  and  medical  student,  they  are  invaluable  ; 
and  when  the  explanations  which  we  are  informed  are  to  accompany 
them  are  finished,  it  is  certain  that  in  its  pathological  department,  the 
Albany  Medical  Museum  will  be  the  best  endowed  in  the  United  States. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Professor  Armsby,  the  medical  part  of  the 
company  were  allowed  to  examine  a  most  perfect  set  of  illustrations  of  the 
impregnated  uterus,  recently  added  to  the  museum.  They  are  made  of 
papier  macht,  and  represent,  with  most  astonishing  minuteness,  the  va- 
rious stages  of  pregnancy,  from  that  of  ten  days' duration  to  the  full  time. 
Beautiful  examples  of  ovarian  and  tubal  pregnancy  were  also  shown  to  us, 
executed  in  the  same  faithful  manner.  In  every  department  of  the  In- 
stitution the  industry  and  intelligence  of  the  Professors  were  discernible. 
Albany  niay  well  be  proud  of  them,  for  to  their  efforts  is  mainly  due  the 
hif^h  character  which  the  College  holds.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
a  laro-e  and  increasing  number  of  students  attest  that  these  efforts  are 
properly  appreciated. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Prof.  McNanghlon,  a  part  of  the  members 
were  enabled  to  visit  the  Academy  now  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
accomplished  Dr.  Beck,  author  of  the  great  work  on  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Neither  our  limits  nor  the  patience  of  our  readers  will  allow  us  to  pro- 
long this  sketch  ;  we  will  therefore  close  with  simply  enjoining  it  upon  all 
physicians  and  medical  students  who  may  happen  to  be  in  that  city,  not 
to  leave  the  place  without  visiting  its  museum. 
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Notwiihslaiuling  a  seniiincnl  thai  is  fi^oin^  ils  rounds  in  the  papers,  pur- 
poriinij^  lo  liavo  been  j,Mvcn  by  ll»o  editor  of  this  Journal,  at  the  late  cele- 
brjition  in  All>any,  we  regret  lo  say  that  \vc  were  not  present  on  the  in- 
lerestinnr  occasion.  If  ll»e  article  alluded  lo  ])ossesse(l  either  wit  or  com- 
mon sense,  we  should  hardly  think  it  worlh  while  lo  make  this  disclaimer. 
The  alicntions  which  our  medical  neighbors  received  from  ihe  profession 
of  Albany,  has  exciied  a  desire  which  we  hope  before  long  to  gratify,  viz., 
to  visit  their  admirably-managed  medical  Institution  in  person. 

Death  of  Luke  Howe,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New 
TIa?upshirr.  —  Willi  the  utmost  surprise,  we  perceive  in  the  |)apers  the 
melancholy  announcement  of  the  death  of  this  eminent  man,  at  the  age 
of  50.  Within  two  or  three  weeks  he  called  upon  us,  in  the  apparent  en- 
jovment  of  perfect  health.  Knowing  nothing  of  the  pariiculars  which 
led  to  this  unlooked-for  event,  we  wait  with  impatience  a  detailed  narra- 
tive from  some  of  his  many  friends.  Asa  writer,  Dr.  H.  was  eminenlly 
practical;  and  as  a  surgeon  and  medical  counsellor,  he  had  few  equals. 
Many  articles  from  his  experienced  pen  are  intespersed  through  the 
volumes  of  this  Journal,  and  evince  the  soundness  of  his  views,  his  judg- 
ment, skill,  and  Christian  benevolence  of  character.  In  the  death  of  Dr. 
Howe,  New  Hampshire  has  lost  a  citizen  w^ho  was  an  honor  to  the  Stale, 
and  the  medical  profession  a  member  who  was  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of 
American  science. 

Dr.  Howe  was  engaged,  at  the  time  of  his  late  visit  to  us,  in  preparing 
for  our  pages  the  results  of  his  extensive  inquiries  and  observation  on 
the  subject  of  the  "minister's  ail."  Circulars  were  sent  by  him,  a  year 
or  two  since,  to  several  hundred  clergymen  in  New  Hampshire  and  other 
neinhborinir  States,  solicilinsf  information  both  in  req^ard  lo  this  disease 
and  to  certain  habits  which  were  thought  to  have  an  influence  upon  it. 
He  had  been  quite  successful,  he  informed  us,  in  the  number  of  answers 
he  had  received,  and  an  address  before  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  So- 
ciety was  devoted  to  the  subject.  Whether  the  article  was  in  such  pro- 
gress at  the  time  of  his  death,  that  it  may  yet  appear  in  the  Journal,  we 
of  course  are  at  present  unable  to  say.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  ihe 
facts  which  have  been  collected  with  so  much  praiseworthy  exertion,  will 
not  be  lost  to  the  public. 

Dr.  Howe's  various  surgical  apparatus  have  been  ofien  referred  to  in 
the  Journal.  They  were  exhibited  at  the  late  Fair  in  this  city,  and  a  sil- 
ver medal  was  awarded  Dr.  H. 

Embalming  the  Dead. — Drs.  E.  and  A.  Parsons,  at  No.  3  Winter-street 
place,  have  sent  a  circular  to  the  medical  profession  in  Boston,  saying  ihey 
"  have  established  themselves  in  this  city,  with  the  intent  to  practise  the 
art  of  embalming  or  preserving,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  the  bodies 
of  those  deceased  whose  relics  their  friends  may  wish  kept  from  decav." 
This  is  a  new  thing  under  the  sun,  in  this  section  of  the  world.  We 
think,  however,  that  these  gentlemen  are  well  qualified  to  accomplish  what 
they  promise.  In  France,  the  act  of  embalming  disiin<:uished  persons  is 
customary.  The  bodies  of  many  celebrated  individuals  known  to  us  on 
the  page  of  history,  although  many  years  dead,  appear  as  though  they 
were  only  in  a  quiet  slumber.  The  natural  tendency  to  decomposition  is 
seasonably  arrested — and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  their  bodies  may 
be  preserved  for  centuries  to  come. 
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Class-hook  of  Anatomy. — This  publication,  prepared  for  the  purpose  of 
leachiuf^  youth  of  both  s^exes  the  principles  of  their  own  organization,  and 
desiiijned  to  be  used  in  the  hii^her  iluss  of  scliools  and  acudenues,  having 
passed  through  six  editions,  Mr.  Robert  S.  Davis,  of  tins  city,  who  has  the 
copy-right,  will  issue  a  seventh  edition  soon.  Several  Colleges  have  adopt- 
ed it  as  a  text-book  ;  and  the  prospect  of  a  still  more  extensive  sale  warrants 
the  pwblisher  in  giving  the  forthcoming  edition  a  typographical  finish  that 
will  command  the  approbation  of  all  persons  engaged  in  the  labor  of  public 
instruction. 


Geneva  Medical  College. — Dr.  Hamilton's  introductory,  Dec.  •'^d,  at 
Geneva,  like  all  his  efforts,  is  vigorous  and  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
Want  of  room  compels  us  to  forego  either  comments  or  extracts  for  the 
present. 

Foreign  Correspojidencc. — Prof.  Dunglison  will  please  accept  our  thanks 
for  his  promptness  in  forwarding  a  paper  which  was  addressed  to  liim  from 
Europe.  We  had  previously  received  a  copy  by  the  Liverpool  Steamer, 
and  also  one  from  another  source,  and  put  it  in  type  before  his  note  was 
received. 


Invention  of  the  Operation  for  Strabismus. — We  perceive  that  at  a  late 
meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  M.  Velpeau  read  an  extract 
from  a  scientific  work  published  in  1743,  which  gave  an  account  of  a 
mode  of  "  straightening  squinting  eyes  "  practised  by  a  Dr.  T.,at  Rouen. 
His  plan  was,  with  a  needleful  of  silk  to  take  up  a  portion  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva of  the  squinting  eye  towards  the  lower  part  of  the  globe  ;  and  having 
made  a  loop  of  the  silk,  he  pulled  up  the  portion  of  conjunctiva  confined 
in  it,  and  cut  it  off  with  scissors.  He  then  put  a  plaster  over  the  healthy 
eye,  and  the  one  that  squinted  became  straight.  M.  Velpeau  asked  if  this 
fact  nnghl  not  secure  to  France  the  honor  of  the  discovery  of  the  opera- 
tion for  strabismus. 


Solution  of  Morphia. — We  not  unfrequently  see  prescriptions  in  which 
liq.  morphias,  mur.  or  liq.  morphioe  acetat.  is  ordered.  There  is,  however, 
no  standard  strength  for  these  preparations. 

Magendie,  who  is  generally  considered  an  authority  on  the  subject,  gives 
the  following  formulae: — 

"  Solution  of  Acetate  of  Morphine. — Acetate  of  morphine,  16  grains; 
distilled  water,  1  ounce  ;  acetic  acid,  3  or  4  drops;  alcohol,  1  gros.  The 
last  two  are  added  to  keep  the  salt  in  solution. 

"  The  dose  is  from  6  to  24  drops. 

"  SoliUion  of  Sulphate  of  Morphine. — There  are  some  patients  who 
cannot  bear  the  acetate  of  morphine,  but  receive  benefit  from  the  use  of 
the  sulphate.  In  these  cases  a  solution  must  be  made  similar  to  the  pre- 
ceding, only  using  the  sulphate  in  the  place  of  the  acetate,  and  sulphuric 
acid  instead  of  acetic." 

The  muriate  of  morphia  is  much  more  generally  used  in  this  country 
than  the  sulphate,  and  the  solution  may  be  made  in  a  similar  manner, 
omitting  the  muriatic  acid,  which  in  excess  renders  the  morphia  less  solu- 
ble.    But  some  chemists,  as  we  are  informed,  prepare  the  solutions  of 
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morphia  in  the  proportions  of  S  irrains  to  ilic  ounce,  and  oiIkts  keep  it 
llio  ^amo  .-irciiuih  a.<  lauilamiin,  which  is  alxxit  'U  j^'rains  to  ihe  ounce. 

It  is  evich-ni,  ihcrc'fori',  ihal  u  Ikmi  thc^c  sohilinns  arc  ordered,  unless  the 
streuLilli  is  specified,  then*  can  he  no  M-cuniy  (or  ihcir  nnilorni  |)rep;iration. 

Thi>  sultjcct  is  one  wliich,  anionLi:  many  others,  (h-niands  the  attention 
of  the  IMuirniaceutical  Society.  —  Vharniacciilicai  Transar Lions. 


Glanders  coivmunicatcd  hij  a  Valioit  to  his  Atlnidant . — A  patient  was 
recently  admitted  to  the  hosj)itaI  Necker,  lahorin<i^  under  glanders.  M. 
Kochcr,  one  of  the  mcdioal  assistants,  was  much  iriterested  in  the  case, 
and  paid  much  attention  to  it.  After  the  death  of  the  patient  he  conducted 
the  autopsy,  and  held  in  his  liands  some  of  the  parts,  examining  them  at 
leisure.  On  the  following  night  he  was  seized  with  shivering,  and  pain 
in  various  parts  of  his  body  :  by  the  fifth  day  tumors  were  formed  in  the 
thigh  and  shoulder,  the  former  of  which  suppurated.  In  three  days  more 
another  similar  tumor  formed  in  the  right  foot.  By  the  14th  day  the  lin- 
ing membrane  of  the  nostrils  had  become  inflamed,  with  purulent  dis- 
charge, and  pustules  formed  on  the  head.  He  died  on  the  16th  day.  A 
horse  was  inoculated  with  some  of  the  matter,  and  died  of  the  disease. 
M.  Rocher,  so  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained,  had  no  scratch  or  wound 
about  his  hands,  by  which  he  could  have  been  inoculated,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  taken  the  disease  by  imbibition,  or  by  xniastnatic  infection. — Lon- 
don Medical  Gazette. 


Medical  Miscellany . — The  Transylvania  Medical  School,  at  Lexington, 
Ky.,  is  said  to  be  exceedingly  flourishing.  The  present  class  is  nearly  as 
large  as  the  most  numerous  class  that  ever  assembled  there,  viz..  281,  in 
the  year  1825-6. — More  flattering  encouragement  has  been  offered  to  the 
Western  and  Southern  I\ledical  Recorder,  than  the  editor  expected.  No. 
2,  for  December,  is  here.  —  A  needle,  accidentally  swpllowed  by  Mr.  John 
Bridges,  a  solicitor,  living  near  Islington  (Eng),  when  he  was  a  boy,  of 
10 — more  than  sixty  years  ago,  made  its  appearance  a  little  above  the 
ankle  not  long  since. — A  malignant  scarlet  and  typhus  fevers  are  prevalent 
in  London  and  the  country  about — proving  sometimes  fiital  in  an  incredi- 
ble short  time.      Some  persons  have  died  in  few  hours  after  the  attack. 

Niiml)erof  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  .Ian.  1,33. — Malex,  15  ;   Females,  18.     Stillborn,  1. 

Of  consnniption,  4— inflarniiiation  of  the  l)(^^vel^s,  1 — old  ajie,  3 — croup,  l  —  (iHral>  tic,  1 — convulsions, 
1 — scarlet  fever,  9 — infantile,  2 — teething,  3 — lung  fever,  T) — fits,  1 — tyiihus  fever,  2. 

MASSACHUSETTS    IMEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Cexkobs' Meetino. — There  will  he  a  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District  and  for  the  Society 
on  Wednesday,  the  26th  day  of  January,  1842,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  the  hon.se  of  the  subscriber,  iNo. 
9  Franklin  jdace.  .JOHN  JEFFRIES,  Secretary  of  Censors. 

Boston,  Dec.  27,  1841.  Jan  5— tm 

VERMONT   MEDICAL   COLLEGE   AT   WOODSTOCK. 

The  next  anniin!  course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  wiil  commence  ou  the  second  Thursday  of 
March  next,  aiul  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by  IIenky  H.  Ciiii.os,  M.D. 

Medical  J uri.tprudence,  by  llo\.  Jacob  (N)I.i.ameh,  A.M. 

General  and  Special  Patholocy,  Materia  Medicn  and  Pharmacy,  by  Ai.onzo  Ci,\rk,M.]). 

General,  Special  and  Siirniral  Anatomy  and  Pli\.si(i|(igy,  by  Henjami.n   R,  Palmer,  M.U. 

Principles  anil  Practice  of  Snrucry,  by  Fiiank  H.  I! a.mii.to.n,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Hotany,  by  Joseimi   H.Ci.aiiki;.  M.I). 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Oumo.v  L.   Hl  ntley,  M.D. 
Fees  for  the  course,  §.50.     For  those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures  at  a  reenlar  in- 
stitution, §10.     (Jraduation  fee,  SlH.     No  iiinlriculntion   fee  is  charf;ed.     Board,  including  room,  fuel, 
lights,  and  wn.-ihii  g,  may  be  obtained  in  good  lamilies  at  from  $il,.5(l  to  !!!2..'J0  per  week. 

tVoodstock,  January  Isl,  1842.  Jan.  5.— 3m  NORMAN   WILLIAMS,  Secretary. 
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This  aubuciiber  having  moved  t'roia  No.  lij  HownJ  .-.uijot  to  No.  M  Wiiiier  street,  would  iniorni  ined^ 
ctti  geiitleiiteii  thnt  fit  siill  ooiitiiiiu-s  lo  inftiiiiliicture  his  itapruvtd  "Ciiapis's  Abdominal  riuiifHirter," 
and  ihey  cait  be  luniiatied  wait  iliia  liiniruiiiciit  (wliicli  litt.s  bet-ii  I'oiiiid  d<i  li.'tetul  in  c<iiie&  ot  prolttpDUM 
uieri,  itbdoiitinril  ;iiiii  doisal  wualiiie-i-ies,  its  well  us  in  Ciiaes  of  probipsiis  am;,  I'rom  !Si:i,.')0  lo  $7,00,  ac- 
cordiuif  to  the  liiiiiili.  Ferineu.ii  struiw  (exlra)  at  7 5  cts.  to  $1,00.  The  iiientfure  of  the  patients  lo 
bti   taken  around  the  peiviis  in  inciied. 

ReCerence  may  be  had  to  the  lollowinij  |)hysician>^  In  Boston,  amon;:  others,  who  recommend  thi»  in- 
Btrnmeiit :— l)r«.  John  C.  W'aireii,  J.  Uandrtll,  VV.  C'haniiinK,  Geo.  llaywurd,  J.  Ware,  E.  Ue>nuldii, 
Jr.,  J.  JertVie.'i,   tJ.  W.  Uniine,  .1.  V.  C.  Smith,  \V.  Lew i^,  Jr.,  J.  lloiimiis,  .».  Ma^on  Warren,  &<•. 

The  supporter,  with  printed  inhtrnciionti  tor  apply  ini{  the  &ame,  will  be  Inrnihhed  and  exchanged 
until  suitably  tilted,  by  application  personally,  or  by  letter,  to  A.  I".  IJAUTLETT, 

No.    3   Winter,  corner  ol'  Wahbington   at.,  Boston. 

The  above  may  also  be  obtained  of  Mesifrs.  Jamed  Green  6l  Co.,  Worcester  ;  G.  II.  Carlciou  &c 
Co.,  Lowell;  Jouhua  Durgin  Ac  Co.,  Portland,  Me. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION.  ' 

Thk  undersigned  have  united  for  the  purpo.se  of  receiving  studenl-s  in  medicine  and  affbrdinff  them  a 
complete  proressionii!  ediicjition.     Tile  lojlnwiiig  iire  some  u\'  the  (idvHnt;i:.Ms  which  are  ollcred. 

Students  will  be  admitted  to  the  medical  and  siirijical  practice  of  the  Ma-ssachnseits  General  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  the  Intirmary  lor  Disease»  of  the  Lmiiis.  At  the  Hospital,  Dr.  bowditch  will  deliver  a 
course  of  clinical  lectures;  and  there,  but  more  particularly  at  the  Iiiiirmary,  the  students  will  be 
practised  in  the  physical  examination  of  pulmonary  diseases. 

Occasional  opportunities  will  be  had  for  private  practice  in  midwifery,  surgery,  «kc.,  in  one  of  the 
lamest  dispensaries  of  the  city. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  abundant  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
and  students  may  leel  assured  nothing  will  be  wanting  in  this  department. 

A  meeting  of  the  students  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  cases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, will  be  held  weekly,  under  ihe  su|>erintendence  of  one  of  the  instructers. 

Gentlemen,  |)revious  to  presenting  themselves  for  their  degrees,  will  be  specially  and  minutely 
e.tamined  in  the  different  branches  with  a  view  to  their  creditable  appearance. 

A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  follows. 

On  Diseases  of  Ihe  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by  ....        Dr.  Bowditch. 

Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry,  by         -        .         .        .          -  .     Dr.  Wii.ey. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    -          -         -        .        -  -     Dr.  Sh.\tti'CK. 

Descriptive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by          -  -        Dr.  Park.man. 
Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  light,  free  of  expense. 
For  terms,  apply  to  S.  Parkmau,  M.D.,  7  West  street. 

II.  I.  BOWDITCH,  0.  C.  SHATTUCK,  JR. 

O.   13— eoptf                             H.  G.  WILEY,  S.  PARKMAN. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriber,  Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  will  receive  pupils  and  give 
personal  instruction  in  the  various  branches  of  medical  science.  He  will  devote  to  them  such  tinrie, 
and  afford  them  such  o|)portuiiities  and  facilities  for  study  and  practice,  as  are  essential  for  a  thorough 
and  practical  medical  education.  The  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Hospital  will  be  constantly 
open  to  his  students,  and  clinical  instruction,  on  the  casfs  as  they  occur,  will  be  given.  Abundant  fa- 
cilities for  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  of  materia  medica  and  the  dispensing  of  medicines  will  be 
afforded. — For  terms,  and  luore  particular  information,  application  can  be  made  at  the  Hospital  or  by 
letter.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

Chelsea,  September,  184L  Sep. 8— eoptf. 

INSTRUMENTS. 

Theodore  Metc\lf,  Apothecary,  No.  33  Treiniiit  Row,  offers  to  surgeons  and  dentists,  the  best 
selected  assortment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  in  the  city  :  consisting  in  part  of  Amputating,  Trepan- 
ning, Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eve  and  Coc.per's  Cases ;  Scarificators,  Catheters, 
Bougies,  Stomach  Pumps,  Injecting  do.,  Spring  and  Thumb  Lancets,  Dissecting  and  Dressing  Scissors, 
Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries;  Dressiuff,  Dissecting,  Polypus  and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsil  Instruments, 
Ac.  «fcc.  of  American  and  English  manufHCtiire. 

Extracting  Force|)s,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly,  of  superior  form  and  finish  ;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Plug 
gers.  Drills,  Files  ;  Cutting,  Splitting  and  Punching  Forceps  ;  Gold  and  Platiiia  Plate  and  Wire,  Solder 
and  Springs,  Gold  and  Tin  Foil,  Mineral  Teeth,  in  great  variety  (much  the  largest  assortment  to  be 
found  in  N.  England),  Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  de- 
partments of  Dentistry. 

All  orders  from  the  country  carefully  and  promptly  executed.  D.  1. — 6m 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 
PHYSICIA.NS  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Eilitor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  dollar,  po««  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  June  19 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SxMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  .same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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ON   Tin:   Tlll.ATMKNT  OF   VARICOSK    VEINS   UY   Till:    NEEDLC   AND 

TWISTED   SUTURE. 

BV    T.    n.    I'KACOCK,    FSq.,    F.UlNnUKGH. 

Considerable  doubt  prevailing  in  the  minds  of  many  practitioners  as  to 
llio  safety  and  efliciency  of  the  plan  of  treating  varicose  veins  by  tlie 
needle  and  twisted  snture,  I  beg  to  olfer  the  following  remarks  on  the  re- 
sults of  its  application  in  cases  which  have  fallen  under  my  notice. 

I  was  first  led  to  make  trial  of  this  plan  from  reading  the  report  of  a 
case  by  Mr.  .Mclvin,  in  the  No.  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette  for  July 
7th,  1833,  and  I  have  since  applied  it  myself,  or  seen  it  made  use  of  by 
the  surgeons  to  the  Chester  Infirmary,  in  at  least  thirty  cases,  of  several 
of  the  most  important  of  which  I  have  retained  notes.  The  plan  adopted 
lias  been  that  recommended  in  the  paper  referred  to,  of  passing  a  conri- 
mon  curved  suture  needle  under  the  vein,  constricting  it  with  a  thread  in 
the  figure-of-8  form,  and  having  turned  the  needle  on  its  side,  retaining  it 
there  by  straps  of  adhesive  plaster  :  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  days,  the 
ligature,  if  only  moderately  tightened  at  first,  will  require  to  have  a  fresh 
one  passed  over  it ;  and  in  two  or  three  more  the  needle  may  be  removed. 
Several  different  methods  have  been  ])roposed  for  effecting  the  oblitera- 
tion of  the  vein  by  the  needle  ;  but  this,  which  was  originally  introduced 
by  Velpeau,  as  being  the  most  simple,  is  that  which  I  have  always 
adopted.  The  length  of  time  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  needle  to 
remain  will  depend  on  whether  it  is  intended  simply  to  excite  suppuration, 
or  to  ulcerate  out  ;  the  last  being  the  course  which  I  have  usually  fol- 
lowed, as  in  one  or  two  instances,  in  which  the  needle  was  withdrawn  af- 
ter exciting  suppuration,  the  obliteration  of  the  vein  was  found  not  to 
have  been  effected.  This  plan  has,  however,  been  objected  to  as  leaving 
a  sore  difficult  to  heal  afterwards  ;  but  in  only  one  instance  have  1  seen 
it  attended  by  any  such  result.  For  the  needle  to  ulcerate  its  way  out, 
the  time  usually  required  will  be  from  a  week  to  ten  days ;  but  it  will  vary 
greatly  according  to  the  stale  of  the  part  in  which  it  is  applied  :  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  an  ulcer,  where  the  skin  is  thin  and  inflamed, 
a  day  or  two  will  often  suffice  to  commence  the  ulcerative  action,  and 
three  or  four  for  the  needle  to  escape  ;  while,  when  inserted  some  distance 
from  the  seat  of  disease,  and  beneath  sound  integument,  the  process  will 
require  ten  days,  a  fortnight,  or  even  longer.  Thus,  in  a  case  lately  un- 
der my  charoe,  where  the  needle  was  inserted  beneath  a  tender  sinus  on 
the  instep,  leading  to  a  small  ulcer  about  an  inch  above,  it  ulcerated 
23 
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out  ill  three  tluys  :  while  at  the  same  time,  in  aiiolher  case,  a  needle  was 
phiced  under  each  saphena,  and  one  beneath  the  common  vein,  at  their 
point  of  union  ;  the  needle  on  the  anterior  branch  was  not  removed  till 
the  twelfth  day,  and  the  other  two  not  till  the  nineteenth.  I  have  since 
seen  two  instances  in  which  (he  neetlles  were  retained  till  the  end  of  the 
third  week.  Generally  speaking,  when  inserted  over  a  hone,  they  excite 
ulceration  more  rapidly  than  when  upon  soft  parts;  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that,  in  the  last  situation,  they  are  more  apt  to  give  rise  to  an  un- 
due degree  of  inflammation  ;  at  least,  in  the  only  two  cases  in  which  their 
application  was  followed  by  troublesome  abscesses,  they  had  been  inserted 
beneath  sinuses  in  the  calf  of  the  leg.  Considerable  pain  is  sometimes 
excited  by  the  operation,  but  it  usually  soon  subsides;  and  1  have  not, 
in  any  instance,  known  tenderness  to  extend  in  the  course  of  the  vein 
above  two  or  three  inches  from  the  point  of  constriction  ;  and  in  none 
has  it  resisted  ordinary  treatment  :  indeed,  in  no  instance  which  I  have 
seen  have  any  serious  symptoms  resulted  from  the  operation. 

The  cases  in  which  1  have  found  this  treatment  ap[)lied  have  been  in 
small  irritable  sores  remaining  after  the  bursting  of  large  varicose  siimses, 
inveterate  ulcers  connected  with  a  geneially  enlarged  condition  of  the 
veins  of  the  limb,  and  oedema  of  the  leg  and  ankle,  either  simple  or  at- 
tended with  a  serous  discharu:e  from  the  skin  ;  and  in  all  of  the  cases  but 
two  in  which  I  have  seen  it  had  recourse  to.  the  results  have  been  most 
satisfactory  ;  and  in  these,  as  only  one  needle  was  inserted,  and  other 
sinuses  were  left  unobliterated,  success  was  hardly  to  be  expected.  The 
number  of  needles  which  1  have  generally  seen  inserted  has  been  three  or 
four  in  each  limb,  but,  in  some  instances,  five  or  six  have  been  applied  ; 
the  rule  adopted  having  been  generally  to  insert  in  a  case  of  varicose  ul- 
cer one  under  each  enlarged  vein  an  inch  or  so  below  the  ulcer,  and 
again  on  each  trunk  a  few  inches  above  it,  selecting  lor  the  points  of  their 
insertion  the  laro;est  sinuses.  Sometimes  1  have  adopted  the  plan  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Dodd,  of  placing  on  each  vein  two  needles  an  inch  or  an 
inch  and  a  half  apart,  so  as  to  effect  adhesion  of  the  sides  of  the  interven- 
ing tract ;  and  in  these  cases  the  main  trunk  will,  after  the  cure  is  effected, 
be  often  found  contracted  to  a  firm  cord  up  to  the  point  at  which  the  next 
large  vein  communicates  with  it ;  while,  where  a  single  needle  only  is 
inserted,  the  portion  of  the  sinuses  around  is  often  not  affected  by  the 
operation. 

The  effect  produced  on  the  sore  by  the  obstruction  to  the  course  of  the 
large  veins  in  connection  with  it,  is  often  most  rapid  ;  the  inflamed  mai'gin 
gradually  subsides,  the  edges  become  depi-essed,  granulations  spiing  up, 
and  cicatrization  quickly  proceeds ;  and  sores  which  have  beeri  liable  to 
bleed  entirely  hrse  that  tendency,  the  granulations  becoinintz  firm.  1  have, 
however,  observed  what  has  been  noticed  before  by  Mr.  Dodd,  that  the 
healing  process  was  not  equally  raj)id  throughout,  the  good  effect  pi'o- 
duced  by  the  needles  sometimes  gradually  subsiding,  and  considerable 
difficulty  being  experienced  in  obtaining  the  entire  healing  of  tlie  sore. 

In  this  way  ulcers  which  had  long  been  under  treatment,  without  de- 
riving any  advantage,  have,  in  several  instances,  been  cured,  and  others 
which  were  found  to  return  as  soon  as  the  patient  resumed  his  work,  have, 
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by  the  aid  of  a  laced  stoclciiijr,  been  kept  h(!al(.'d  ;  indeed,  not  oidy  does 
it  a|)])(Mr  to  Ix;  a  rapid  method  of  cfri'diii'^f  tin.'  rtinj  of  these;  eas(;s,  but  I 
am  iiidiiied  to  rei;ard  it  as  also  a  more  permanent  one.  Tiie  (jrst  case  in 
which  1  made  trial  of  the  practice  was  one  of  frd(*ma  of  hot!)  legs,  at- 
tended with  excoriation  of  the  skin,  and  a  fo'lid  discharge,  connected 
with  a  MMV  varicose  stale  of  the  \[\v<h)  veins.  TIk;  man,  by  trade  a  rope- 
maker,  had  been  repeatedly  under  treatment  before  with  very  partial 
benefit;  and  no  sooner  did  he  resume  work  than  the  disease  returned.  On 
this  occasion  he  had  been  subjected  to  the  ordinary  treatment  during  a 
month  that  he  had  resided  in  the  Infirmary,  but  with  little  or  no  advan- 
tage. UndcM-  these  circumstances,  as  the  case  seemed  to  ofU'r  a  fair  op- 
|)ortunity  for  treatment  with  the  needles,  three  wen;  inserted  beneath  large 
sinuses  in  one  l(;g,  which  was  nearly  well  before  the  same  [)Ian  was  adopt- 
ed in  the  other.  lie  was  discharged,  entirely  cured,  on  ne(;(lles  being  in- 
troduced in  the  other  limb,  in  six  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the 
treatment.  Two  years  have  now  elapsed,  and  he  continues  perfectly  free 
from  any  return  of  his  complaint. — Of  two  men  one  had  suffered  from 
varicose  ulcers  on  both  legs  for  nine  years,  the  other  for  five  ;  and  both 
had  been  several  times  under  treatment  in  neighboring  infirmaries,  but  no 
sooner  did  they  return  to  their  work,  that  of  cotton-spinning,  than  the 
ulcers  again  broke  out.  Seven  needles  were  inserted  in  the  legs  of  one, 
and  three  in  the  other;  and  both  were  cured,  one  in  seven,  the  other  In 
three  weeks,  and  continued  so  for  at  least  four  months,  during  which  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  noticing  them.  Indeed  the  absence  of  any  pain,  swell- 
ing, or  weakness  in  the  limbs,  which  they  said,  as  healed  before,  they 
bad  always  found  to  continue,  and  the  sound  appearance  of  the  cicatrices, 
afforded  a  fair  prospect  of  permanent  cures  having  been  effected.  The 
state  of  the  limb  afterwards,  and  the  pale,  healthy-looking  cicatrices,  form 
a  great  contrast  between  cases  treated  by  this  and  by  the  ordinary  methods. 
— I  had  a  case  recently  under  my  charge,  in  which  an  ulcer,  fully  the 
size  of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  was  entirely  cured  in  little  more  than  a 
month,  and  this  notwithstanding  that  copious  suppuration  was  excited  by 
the  needles  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  calf  of  the  leg.  This  pa- 
tient had  previously  been  subjected  to  treatment  for  four  months  with  every 
advantage  of  circumstances  for  the  cure  of  a  sore  in  the  same  situation  ; 
and  the  case  was  further  interesting  as  being  attended  by  severe  pain  in 
the  sole  of  the  foot — an  occurrence  which  was  met  with  in  one  of  Mr. 
Dodd's  patients — and  having  been  an  old  man  of  70  ;  while  Bonnet,  in 
an  essay  on  this  subject  published  in  Paris,  has  stated  that  the  operation 
will  not  be  successful  after  the  age  of  60,  in  consequence  of  the  indispo- 
sition of  the  blood  to  coagulate,  and  that  it  should  not  be  attempted.  I 
heard  of  the  man  several  months  after  his  discharge ;  he  was  following 
his  work,  and  his  limb  continued  sound.  I  regret  that,  in  consequence  of 
most  of  the  patients  on  whom  the  plan  was  tried  in  the  Infirmary  residing 
at  a  distance,  I  am  not  able  to  speak  of  them  after  they  left  the  Institution. 
The  above  remarks  were  written  more  than  twelve  months  ago.  I 
have  now  nothing  further  to  add  than  that  additional  experience  fully 
confirms  the  opinion  expressed  of  the  safety  and  rapidity  of  the  cure  of 
disease  dependent  on  varicose  veins,  by  the  plan  referred  to,  and  1  have 
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reason  to  regjard  it  as  also  a  permanent  one,  care  being  of  course  taken  to 
support  the  limb  by  a  laced  stocking  or  bandage,  as  otherwise  the  same 
cause  which  first  gave  rise  to  the  varicose  condition  of  the  veins  will  lead 
to  the  dilatation  of  fresh  ones. — Lon.  Mtd.  Gazette. 


MALIGNANT    SCARLET   FEVER   IN   LONDON. 

BY    THOMAS     MTCHFEILU. 

1  NEED  not  point  out  to  my  professional  brethren  the  peculiarly  conta- 
gious nature  of  scarlatina  maligna  ;  for,  unfortunately,  it  is  too  well  known 
when  it  assumes  a  typhoid  character,  and  enters  the  abodes  of  the  poor. 
Yet  after  many  years'  fair  experience,  1  have  never  witnessed  it  to  assume 
so  many  protean  changes,  or  have  so  malignant  and  ultra-contagious  a 
form  as  lately,  and  owing  to  which  its  ravages  have  been  most  alarming. 
In  too  many  instances  twenty-four  hours  have  sufficed  to  destroy  the  pa- 
tient;  some  have  fallen  victims  in  two  days;  and  cases  have  unhappily 
presented  themselves,  where  the  extreme  malignity  of  the  poisonous  in- 
fluence has  prevailed  so  far  as  to  produce  comatose  symptoms,  followed 
by  convulsions  of  the  most  alarming  character,  ending  very  shordy  in 
death.  Within  an  hour  or  so  after  the  headache  and  sickness  comes  on, 
the  latter  symptoms  appear ;  the  evening,  perhaps,  ushering  them  in,  and 
the  morning  closing  the  scene.  All  these  assaults  have  fallen  on  the 
young  ;  and  where  medical  resources  and  other  means  are  too  often  crip- 
pled by  the  difficulty,  not  alone  in  contending  wiUi  a  terrible  malady,  but 
with  such  childish  patients. 

One  of  the  most  alarming  forms  of  this  disease  has  shown  itself  thus  : 
Within  six  or  eight  hours  after  the  primary  symptoms,  the  efflorescence 
has  appeared  all  over  the  body,  assuming  a  darker  hue  than  usual  (espe- 
cially around  the  throat),  and  leaving  the  countenance  pallid  and  ghastly. 
Within  a  short  space  the  throat  swells  so  rapidly,  as  to  produce  convul- 
sive efforts  to  swallow,  and  soon  after  the  patient  is  suffocated. 

Again,  when  the  eruption  has  been  trivial,  and  the  first  attack  slight, 
cedematous  symptoms  have  shown  themselves  with  alarming  dyspnoea, 
when,  spite  of  every  effort  (for  a  few  hours  alone  have  in  such  cases  been 
the  usual  period  allowed  for  the  resources  of  art),  effusion  has  taken  place 
so  rapidly  into  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  cavities  as  to  destroy  vitality. 
One  instance  of  each  case  may  answer  for  all. 

1  was  sent  for  to  a  fine  boy  of  about  five  years  old,  and  found  him  la- 
boring under  the  comatose  state,  and  directed  as  well  as  watched  the  treat- 
ment 1  had  ordered,  and  left  him  somewhat  better.  It  was  about  six  in 
the  evening  when  I  saw  him,  and  before  daylight  he  was  dead. 

Tlie  next  case  was  that  of  a  child,  of  about  the  same  age.  His  symp- 
toms at  first  were  but  trivial,  and  he  was  advancing  (apparendy)  towards 
convalescence.  On  the  fourth  night  the  father  came  hurriedly,  requesting 
my  attendance.  He  said  the  boy  had  eaten  a  hearty  dinner,  and  appeared 
in  health  about  two  o'clock,  but  was  afraid  he  was  not  so  well  from  it.  1 
found  the  poor  little  fellow  laboring  for  breath,  with  cedematous  limbs  and 
face,  and  intermitting    quick  pulse ;  in  fact,  evidently  sinking,  and  merely 


Scton  ami  Tmt  of  SUppcnj  Elm  Baric.  365 

stnigL^liiii;  lor  breath,  lie  was  u  corpse  tli(i  next  mornini;.  This  child  I 
exainiiied,  and  found  tlu*  Kin<i;s,  heart  and  ahdoininal  viscera  overwhelmed 
by  serous  elliision  ;  the  cclhilar  (i'^siie  simply  a'deinatous.  y\ll  this  had 
been  niiperceiv<Hl  the  morning  before  the  ni^^ht  of  the  attack  and  its  fatal 
catastrophe. 

Many  cases  of  effusion  have  not  been  followed  by  such  fatal  termina- 
tions;  in  such,  convalescence  lias  taken  place  when  time  has  been  per- 
mitted for  artificial  resources,  thi;  a'dcmntom  puflin(\ss  hecominfr  ajiasar- 
cous,  and  the  fluid  dilfused.  In  some  instances  the;  limhs  have  swollen 
considerably,  as  well  as  the  scrotum  ;  and  in  two  instances  1  let  off  the 
serous  accumulations  by  acupunctiiration,  keepin<^  u|)  the  rcmainintr  stami- 
na by  stimuli,  with  good  beef-tea,  and  other  lii^ht  but  nutritious  diet.  In 
the  majority  of  cases,  however,  the  assailing  power  was  so  strong,  as  to 
place  at  defiance  every  resource  that  art  could  command. 

One  poor  but  respectable  man  lost  all  his  three  children,  each  case 
varying,  as  I  have  mentioned  ;  die  elder  child  having  the  sudden,  dark- 
red  efflorescence,  and  livid  face  ;  the  infant  sinking  from  swollen  glands, 
producing  suffocating  Inanition  ;  and  the  other  one  dying  two  days  since 
(after  an  apparent  rally),  from  the  rapid  effusion  on  the  organs  of  vitality. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  add,  that  I  have  witnessed  nothing  equal  to 
the  fearful  character  of  this  pestilence,  and  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has 
arisen,  as  all  these  evils  do,  from  the  haunts  of  the  poorer  classes,  where 
cleanliness  Is  little  known,  and  where  Irregular  and  bad  diet  Is  too  often 
found.  I  have  given  but  a  faint  outline  of  this  visitation,  and  which,  I 
have  but  little  doubt,  has  been  witnessed,  or  will  be  ivitnessed,  elsewhere. 
— London  Lancet. 

November  8,  1841. 


SETON  AND  TENTS  OF    SLIPPERY    ELM   BARK,    IN    RECENT   COM- 
POUND  FRACTURE   OF  THE   TIBIA. 

BY    WM.    WATERS,    M.D. 

On  the  S.'^th  of  May,  1840,  William  Lemmon,  In  the  employ  of  the 
*'  Rail-road  Company,"  had  both  legs  severely  fractured  by  the  burthen 
cars  running  off  the  track  between  this  place  and  Monocacy  bridge.  His 
legs  were  caught  between  the  locomotive  and  the  tender,  and  he  was 
thrown  entirely  over  the  engine,  from  whence  he  was  brought  to  town. 
The  right  leg  was  so  severely  crushed,  and  the  main  vessels  were  so  much 
injured,  as  to  require  Immediate  amputation — in  which  I  was  assisted  by 
Dr.  Ritchie  and  Mr.  B.  E.  Hughes,  one  of  my  students,  and  Dr.  Wm.  B. 
Tyler  joined  us  while  under  way.  The  left  leg  was  not  so  seriously  In- 
jured. The  fracture  was  compound  and  oblique  of  the  tibia  near  the 
ankle.  The  upper  shaft  of  the  tibia  projected  througji  the  Integuments 
above,  which  were  divided  entirely  across  the  front  of  the  tibia.  The 
fibula  was  simply  fractured,  but  all  the  soft  parts  much  contused  above  the 
ankle.  The  sharp  projecting  point  of  the  tibia  was  sawed  off  for  about 
three  quarters  of  an  inch.  Previously  to  placing  his  limb  in  a  temporary 
fracture  box.  Dr.  Albert  Ritchie  suggested  that  the  same  principle  we 
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adopted  in    die  elliptical  and  vertical  (lap,  or  "  the  American  Mediod  " 
of  the  late  Professor  Davidge,  in   the  amputation  of  the  right  leg,  should 
be  carried  out  in  the  left,  or  niert'ly  a  ilepending  point  given  to  tlu^  wound 
for  the  escape  of  pus.     For  that  purpose,  with  a  long  and  narrow  seton 
needle  we  passed  a  seton   between  the   tibia  and  fibula  on  the  outside,  or 
fibula  side  of  the  tibia,  and  perforated  the  integuments  to  the  left  side  of 
the  tendo-Achillis.     This   was   readily  accomplished,  as  the   integuments 
belosv  were  the  only  parts  to  [ierforale.     The  ends  of  the  seton  were  lied 
loosely  on  the  outside  of  tlie  limb.     The  seton  gave  a  depending  point 
for  the  escape  of  matter  about  the  vicinity  of  the   fracture  ;  prevented 
the  accumulation   of  pus   or  sinuses,  which   might  involve  the  ligaments 
of  the  ankle  joint,  and  lessen  the  adhesions  of  the  sheaths  of  the  tendons  ; 
thereby  saving  the  system  much  local  irritation  and  guarding  against  an- 
chylosis.    The  leg  was  laid  in  a  hacture  box  with  Unseed  poultices  over 
the  exposed  tibia,  and  to  the  seton  below,  which  were  repeated  twice  a  day. 
The  fracture  box  was  soon  laid  aside,  for  the  fracture  case  of  Prof.  IN. 
R.  Smith,  which  added  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  patient  in  the  dress- 
ings of  the  limb.     The  limb  was  flexed,  suspended  and   elevated,  by  an 
extra  piece  ol'  canvass  three  inches  wide,  fastened   to   the   frame  on  one 
side  (the  wound  could  be  cleansed  and  poultices  renewed  without  any  dis- 
turbance of  the  fracture)  ;  the  poultices  were  supported  below  by  fasten- 
ing the  other  end  of  the  canvass  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  frame.     The 
poultices  were  continued  until  the  exposed   tibia  was  covered  with  granu- 
lations, when  the  seton  was  withdrawn  and  a  tent  of  slippery  elm  bark 
about  one  and  a  half  inch   long,  softened   in   warm  water,  was  passed  up 
the  track  of  the  seton  from   below.     The  tent  was  dressed  with  a  small 
poultice,  and   the  wound  above  with  lint  and  cerate,  until  the  wound 
ceased  to  dscharge,  when  the   tent  was  omitted   about  the  15th  of  July. 
By  the  2d  of  August,  I  found  the  callus  somewhat  firm,  and  applied  the 
"  Immovable    Apparatus,"  leaving  room   for  the  exercise  of  the  ankle- 
joint.     This  step  was  preparatory  for  the  departure  of  my  patient  home 
in  Baltimore  county.     1  enforced   the  necessity  of  flexion  and  extension 
of  the  foot  daily.      In  regard  to  the  medical  treatment,  little  was  required. 
His  fever  was  high  on  the  26th  of  May  ;  when  the  lancet  was  used,  and 
sulphate  of  magnesia  prescribed,  the  fever  yielded  prompdy.     An  occa- 
sional aperient  was  given  ;  a  few  doses  of  Dover's  powder  to  allay  pain 
of  the  stump,  w  hicli  united  very  speedily.     A  free  use  of  acid  drinks,  as 
the  weather  was  warm,  was  indulged  in.     I  have  been  credibly  informed 
that  he  has  perfect  use  of  his  ankle,  which  I  doubt  would  have  been  the 
case  if  an   outlet  had  not  been  kept  up  for  the  exit  of  pus.     In  this  case 
the  contusion  and  division  of  the  soft    parts  would  have  led  us  to  antici- 
pate extensive  suppuration,  which  under  ordinary  treatment  would  proba- 
bly have  required  counter  openings  to  evacuate  pus.     In  compound  frac- 
tures of  the  worst  form,  accompanied  with  much  contusion  and  division  of 
the  soft  parts  on  the  front  of  the  inferior  limbs,  would  not  a  seton  or  tent 
be  preferable  to  the  ordinary  process  of  dossils  of  lint  aid  counter  open- 
ings ? — Maryland  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 
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HV     II      M.     Ill  fiUKS,    M.I). 

Thk  principal  object  of  this  paper  (in  Cniy's  Hospital  Ucports),  is  to 
state  shortly  some  of  tin;  difliciilties  attendant  on  th(;  rrcalinent  of  the 
r»Mrbral  diseases  of  ciiildren  ;  cspefially  as  rc^rjirds  the  diaj.nio'^is  h(;t\veen 
inlantile  fever  or,  as  Ur.  Ilui^djes  prefers  to  call  it,  "  irritative  fever  of 
children,"  and  hydrocephalus  ;  and  between  the  latter  complaint  and  the 
liydrencephaloid  aflection  described  by  Dr.  IMarshall  Hall. 

Of  the  close  alliance  between  infantile  fever  and  hydrocephalus,  and 
of  the  dillieulties  which  not  unfrecjuently  prevent  our  coming  to  a  decided 
opinion  on  the  nature  of  the  case,  in  the  early  stage  at  least,  every  prac- 
tical man  must,  we  should  have  thought,  have  been  aware,  had  not  a  late 
writer,  quoted  by  Dr.  Hu<rhes,  asserted  "  that  the  two  diseases  can 
scarcely  be  confounded."  Dr.  Hughes  thinks  that  in  many  of  those 
cases  in  which  hydrocephalus  appears  to  supervene  on  irritative  fever, 
the  progress  of  the  case  has  been  really  such  as  it  appears  to  have  been, 
and  il)at  complication  does  not  always  exist  from  the  commencement  of 
the  malady,  an  opinion  in  which  we  agree.  IVor,  we  may  add,  is  hydro- 
cephalus the  only  disease  which  may  be  thus  excited  by  infantile  fever. 
In  the  same  way,  tubercular  disease  in  the  lungs  and  bronchial  glands 
of  children  may  be  developed,  if  it  do  not  actually  originate  during  the 
progress  of  infantile  fever;  the  tubercles,  if  previously  existing,  of  which 
there  is  often  no  evidence,  being  at  all  events  in  a  latent  state,  and  thus 
the  disease  which  begins  as  infantile  fever  may  end  as  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. The  following  are  the  symptoms  by  which  Dr.  Hughes  thinks 
we^may  generally  distinguish  between  hydrocephalus  and  simple  irritative 
fever : 

"  In  the  first  stage  of  acute  hydrocephalus,  there  generally  exist  some 
intolerance  of  light  and  sound,  contracted  pupils,  and  wakefulness  by 
night  and  by  day  ;  while  in  remittent  fever  the  patient,  though  restless  at 
night,  often  sleeps  soundly  and  comfortably  during  the  day  ;  the  pupils  are 
rather  dilated,  and  light  and  sound  are  not  complained  of.  The  pain  of 
the  head  in  the  latter  affection  is  rather  a  general  uneasiness,  giving  the 
child  an  expression  of  heaviness  and  languor,  and,  like  the  febrile  symp- 
toms themselves,  is  distinctly  remittent  ;  in  the  former  it  is  almost  always 
referred  to  the  forehead,  and  though  increased  in  severe  paroxysms,  is 
constant.  The  child  suffering  from  acute  hydrocephalus  lays  its  head  on 
the  pillow,  with  closed  eyes,  and  appears  unwilling  to  be  moved,  ques- 
tioned, or  noticed,  unconsciously  moves  its  hands  up  to  or  over  its  head, 
and  often  screams  and  starts  from  severe  accessions  of  pain,  while  its  arms 
or  legs  are  affected  with  slight  spasmodic  twitchings.  That  afiected  with 
remittent  fever,  on  the  other  hand,  is  usually  easily  and  not  unwillingly 
roused,  and  though  fractious  and  petulant,  has  not  violent  fits  of  scream- 
ing, moves  its  head  without  inconvenience,  and  while  awake  is  almost 
always  occupied  in  picking  its  lips  or  nose.  The  bowels  are  sometimes 
constipated  in  both  complaints  ;  but  they  are  more  easily  moved,  and 
when  moved  are  more  easily  kept  in  a  relaxed  condition,  and  the  motions 
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are  more  slimy,  fetid,  and  dark  colored,  in  the  simply  febrile  than  in  the 
inflammatory  complaint.  Tlie  |)ulse  also,  which  in  the  fever  is  almost 
sharp  and  freciiuiit,  is  in  the  more  grave  atreclion  often  sluggish,  tardy 
and  irregular." 

In  the  above  enun)eration.  Dr.  Hughes  has  omitted  to  notice  vomiting. 
This  symptom,  though  not  unfrequently  present  in  simple  inlantile  fever, 
is  less  constant  and  less  uri^ent  in  that  disease  than  in  the  first  staire  of 
hydrocephalus.  In  acute  hydrocephalus  vomiting  is  one  of  the  most 
frequently  presrnt  of  the  early  symptoms,  and  though  it  may  last  only 
for  one  day  or  even  less,  it  is  generally  very  urgent  whilst  it  lasts,  every- 
thing being  rejected  which  the  child  swallows.  When  this  symptom  is 
present,  with  a  belly  flaccid  and  free  from  tenderness  on  pressure,  it  is, 
we  think,  one  of  the  most  characteristic  that  can  be  mentioned  of  inci- 
pient hydrocephalus. — Brit,  and  Foreign  Med.  Review, 
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[Further  extracts  wore  promised,  a  week  or  two  since,  from  Professor 
Draper's  Introductory  Lecture  at  the  University  of  New  York.  A  few 
unconnected  paragraphs  are  given  below.] 

Let  us,  then,  examine  what  are  the  relations  of  chemistry  to  medicine — 
what  the  character  of  the  facts  it  furnishes  the  student — what  the  influence 
it  exerts  upon  his  i)rofessional  education.     Let  us  try  to  ascertain  its  ac- 
tual   practical   importance.     All   knowledge  is  of  course  good  in  itself. 
But  with  us  time  presses,  the  scenes  of  active  life  are  just  before  us,  in  a 
few  months  we  mingle  with   them;  there   is   no  opportunity  to  dwell  on 
anything,  except  what  appertains  to  the  matter  in  hand.     But,  what  if 
we  find  that  these  studies  are  intimately  connected   with  the  object   we 
pursue,  and  are  deeply  concerned  in  our  future   professional  eminence  ; 
what  if  we  find  that  they  are  interwoven  with  the  very  elements   from 
which  we  ought  to  begin  ?     Hereafter  it  will  delight  us,  that  we  have  not 
to  bewail  the  opportunities   of  acquiring  knowledge   omitted  ;    that  we 
have  not  to  sympathize   in  those  sorrows,  for  the  want  of  philosophy,  in 
which   the  gude  wife  of  Ladlemouth,  celebrated  of  late  by  Frazer,  bad 
to  indulge,  who  weighed  a  pound  of  butter  to  Davie  Fisher,  with  a   two 
pound  pair  of  tongs,  putting  in   one  leg  and  letting  the  other  hang  out  of 
the  scale.      In   addressing  ourselves,  therefore,  to   this  task,  let  us   come 
forward  with  pleasant   expectations  and  a   good  will.     With  students  of 
medicine,  whatever  is  done  must  be  done  voluntarily  ;  and  all  the  learn- 
ing we  procure,  must  be  with  cheerfulness.     And  yet  some  of  us  still 
look  back  with  pleasure  on  those  early  times,  when  we  first  came  to  drink 
at  the  fountain  of  knowledge.     The   grim  aspect  of  the  village  school- 
master, who  improved  on  the  scripture   maxim  of  fastening  knowledge 
like  a  nail  in  a  sure  place — he  drove  it   in  at  the  head,  and  clenched  it 
with  repeated  strokes  of  his  rattan  or  rod,  at  the  other  end. 

If  to  men,  occupied  with  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  alone,  a  knowledge 
of  the  phenomena  of  nature  is  of  constant  value,  to  us  whose  special  of- 
fice it   is  to  control   those  phenomena,  and  to  subdue  the  forces  of  the 
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woiicl  to  our  own  use,  nothiiii^  can  Ix;  of  more  j)ai"aiuourit  importance. 
The  agents  lliat  l)ull(l  up  tlieso  bodily  structures,  set  in  action  and  ke(;p 
in  operation  tlieir  lundions,  are  constantly  anta'^onized  by  tbe  external 
forces  of  nature,  and  so  loni;  as  an  ecjuilibriuni  can  be  maintained  life 
continues.  Jt  is  not  alone  spontaneously,  and  from  innate  causes,  I  bat 
diseases  supervene.  Most  of  tbe  calamities  with  wbicb  we  liave  to  deal, 
take  tbcir  orii;in  in  conditions  and  circumstances  that  are  extrinsic  to  our- 
selves. What  Ivinn;  i;oes  to  war,  without  first  sitting'  down  arul  c()untir)<^ 
the  stren<;th  and  advantages  of  the  king  that  is  to  oppose  him  ?  In  private 
life,  who  adventures  on  a  doubtful  undertaking,  until  he  has  fairly  estimat- 
ed the  obstacles  he  has  to  overcome? 

The  modes  of  thought  of  a  physician  difler  from  those  of  other  men. 
We  are  taught  to  regard  the  animal  frame  as  an  intricate  and  finished 
machine.  The  very  practice  of  our  profession  daily  assures  us  that  all  the 
forces  of  external  nature  exert  a  control  over  it.     There  is  no  cluuve  of 
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temperature,  no  alteration  of  locality,  no  variation  of  circumstance,  that 
does  not  leave  upon  it  some  characteristic  and  corresponding  impres- 
sion. Some  deleterious  change  takes  place  in  the  atmosphere,  and  we 
see  a  pestilential  cholera  sweep  over  the  earth.  There  are  diseases  due 
to  the  sea,  diseases  due  to  the  air,  diseases  due  to  the  soil.  The  night 
airs  are  the  harbingers  of  desolation,  the  sun-rays  are  full  of  death.  Turn 
where  we  will,  the  hand  of  everything  around  us  is  against  us.  And 
shall  we,  then,  neglect  to  know  what  is  the  name  and  the  nature  of  these 
enemies,  or  how  we  may  best  encounter  their  reactions,  or  turn  aside  their 
nower  r******^ 

To  teach  you  some  of  these  laws  is  my  duty.  And  where  the  subject 
is  so  vast,  and  the  powers  of  the  teacher  so  small,  you  will  not  expect 
a  fair  or  a  complete  view.  I  cannot  tell  you  of  the  multiplied  inter- 
workings  of  those  laws,  which  bring  the  world  into  the  condition  we  see. 
1  cannot  picture  before  you  the  wild  scenery,  the  changes  it  has  under- 
gone. 1  cannot  show  you  the  springs  of  life,  nor  spread  before  you  the 
machinery  that  brings  it  to  a  close.  There  is  no  rock  that  has  not  been 
the  witness  of  the  mortal  agony  of  living  things  ;  there  is  no  grain  of  dust 
that  has  not  been  alive.  I  have  not  that  enchanter's  wand  that  calls  into 
existence  birds,  and  fishes,  and  beasts.  I  have  not  those  black-letter 
books  which  reveal  the  constitution  of  the  material  world.  But  then  I 
can  point  you  to  Nature,  and  tell  you  how  atom  and  atom  conflict,  and 
how  one  law  springs  out  of  another,  though  I  cannot  trace  their  com- 
mencement or  their  consequences,  and  you  will  see  that  they  are  beauti- 
ful, and  believe  that  they  are  true. 

This,  I  say,  is  the  proper  mode  by  which  we  should  study  medicine. 
I  would  have  you  regard  yourselves  in  the  light  of  engineers ;  your  duty 
is  to  repair  a  broken  machine.  First  of  all,  then,  learn  its  construction  ; 
obtain  clear  and  distinct  views  of  the  connection  of  its  several  parts,  and 
the  precise  mode  of  action  of  each.  By  the  indiscriminate  use  of  medi- 
caments, or  by  resorting  to  active  processes,  you  may  sometimes  succeed 
in  breaking  up  forms  of  disease,  as  a  watch  that  has  stopped  may  be 
made  to  go  again  by  the  rude  jolting  and  shaking  of  an  ignorant  man. 
But  to  find  out  the  cause  of  its  derangement,  to  reinstate  it   fairly,  and 
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wiiljout  damage  to  its  former  intei^rity,  requires  one  vvlio  knows  its  springs 
and  wheels,  their  reciprocal  action  on  eacli  other,  and  the  end  they  are 
to  accomplish.  Read  in  the  histories  of  medicine,  and  is  there  for  any 
disease  a  form  of  practice  that  has  not  been  tried?  Where  is  the  plant, 
where  is  the  mineral,  that  has  not  had  its  turn?  Look  through  our  works 
on  the  art  of  healing  of  the  last  three  centuries,  and  mark  their  uncer- 
tainties, their  contradictions,  the  entire  diversities  of  opinion  ;  are  they 
not  an  imperisfiahle  record  of  the  greatness  of  human  credulity,  and  the 
littleness  of  human  knowledge  ?  Or  survey  the  forms  of  practice  which 
obtain  in  distant  parts  of  this  country,  familiar  to  sotne  of  you  and  me. 
The  doctor  throws  over  his  horse  the  long-accustomed  saddle-bags,  richly 
freighted  with  calomel,  and  rhubarb,  and  opium — a  heroic  practitioner — 
he  goes  forth  to  discharge  his  errand  of  mercy,  and  often  prescribes  intui- 
tively, without  the  shallow  form  of  asking  questions.  But  then  he  lives 
in  a  region  where  bilious  fever  is  the  name  of  every  febrile  commotion, 
and  where  hereditary  rules,  long  ago  handed  down  from  established  au- 
thorities, have  brought  the  practice  of  physic  into  a  form  adapted  to  tliB 
feeblest  capacities,  and  given  for  all  diseases  one  grand  specific,  "  which 
will  arouse  the  recuperative  forces,  and  break  up  trains  of  morbid  associa- 
tions, and  shake  the  gall-bladder  "  with  a  vengeance. 

Dean  Swift  used  to  say  that  he  had  cured  a  nobleman  of  an  inveterate 
cough,  the  paroxysms  of  which  came  on  when  an  easterly  wind  blew,  by 
nailing  the  weathercock  that  was  opposite  to  his  windows,  so  that  it  pointed 
permanently  to  the  south.  The  sarcasm  of  that  cynical  churchman  is  at 
once  a  rebuke  and  an  example  to  us.  It  may  teach  us  how  little  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  written  rules  in  the  restoration  of  an  intricate  machine  ; 
and  a  little  investigation  will  often  satisfy  us,  that  instead  of  blisters  and 
bleeding,  these  nails  in  the  weathercocks  will  answer  much  better.  ***** 

It  is  the  admitted  province  of  the  physician  to  relieve  those  that  suffer, 
and  put  aside  the  approaches  of  death.  From  these  things  arises  the  in- 
trinsic nobleness  of  his  profession.  We  judge  of  the  power  of  any  force, 
by  the  magnitude  of  the  results  it  produces,  and  we  may  well  judge  of 
the  character  and  quality  of  the  forces  he  has  to  contend  with,  by  the 
phenomena  we  see.  A  little  while  ago,  I  said  there  was  not  a  grain  of 
dust  that  had  not  been  alive.  This  indeed  is  no  metaphor.  Well  might 
Cuvier  say,  "  I  look  upon  this  world  as  a  great  charnel-house."  From 
the  opal,  that  throws  its  ever-changing  rainbow  tints,  to  the  Jura  and  Al- 
pine ranges — mountains  that  form  the  boundaries  of  empires,  and  have 
been  landmarks  in  all  time — these  are  all  made  up  of  the  exuviae,  the  re- 
mains of  things  that  have  had  life  ;  either  the  bones  of  great  animals,  or 
shells,  or  fossil  animalcules.  In  each  single  grain  of  tripoli,  which  is 
found  in  beds  and  strata  many  feet  thick,  and  extending  over  areas  of 
many  miles,  it  is  known  that  there  are  the  remains  of  more  than  a  hundred 
and  eighty  millions  of  individuals.  What  then  is  their  aggregate  ?  You 
cannot  take  up  a  litde  fragment  of  common  chalk,  in  which  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  these  beings  are  not  found  ;  and  yet  this  chalk  not 
only  bounds  the  coasts  of  England,  but  stretches  away  across  France, 
and  re-appears  in  Poland — Poland  !  the  country  to  which  God  must  at 
last  give  freedom.     It  is  found  in  Central   Africa,  and  once  formed  the 
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rlifls  of  tlint  nnclont  soa  w  li()«^(;  bed  is  iidw  marked  by  ibc  sands  of  tbe 
^ivat  (losart  of  Sabara  ;  it  cxiciuls  ibrongb  tbc^  couiilrics  of  Abyssinia, 
and,  rc-appcaiini;  in  Arabia,  is  lost  in  ibe  unknown  and  barbarous  kinji,'- 
donis  of  Asia.  IJut  wby  sboubl  I  (^arry  you  ibus  over  llic  world,  to  wit- 
ness tlio  elFecls  of  exterior  a<;ents  in  tbe  destruction  of  life?  Tliert;  is 
not  a  spot  on  wbic.b  you  place  your  feet,  tliat  does  not  cover  tb(!  remains 
of  uns|)eakal)le  millions.  Strata,  ibousands  of  feet  ibick,  are  made  up 
of  tbe  bones  of  tbe  great  ones,  cemented,  as  it  were,  togotber  by  tbe 
exuviae  of  tbose  that  are  microscopic.  And  yet,  all  tbese  once  saw  tbe 
morning  sun  come  forth  with  gladness.  Nor  is  it  individual  life  that  has 
alone  snflered.  Whole  species,  and  tribes,  and  genera,  have  disappeared. 
With  hundreds  of  others,  tbe  mastodon  has  gon(%  the  icthyosaurus,  and 
the  gigantic  lizard,  iguanodon.  Tlie  very  air  which  you  breathe,  the  em- 
blem of  purity,  comes  from  the  respiration  and  putrefaction  of  beings 
that  have  lived  before  vou,  and  are  dead.  The  coal-fields  that  furnish 
you  with  fuel,  are  tbe  remains  of  primeval  forests,  among  tbe  branches  of 
which,  birds  nestled  at  night.  The  very  carcasses  of  the  dead  have 
changed  the  figure  and  form  of  the  face  of  tbe  earth  ;  they  have  raised 
tbe  bed  of  the  seas,  and  thrown  the  waters  on  dry  land  ;  and,  with  tbose 
changes,  have  come  changes  in  tbe  tribes  that  inhabit  it.  There  has 
been  an  age  of  fishes,  and  an  age  of  reptiles,  as  well  as  an  age  of  qua- 
drupeds, and  an  age  of  man. 


DR.   FORBES'S   LETTER. 

[Last  week  tbere  was  a  necessity  for  omitting  this  certificate  of  the  truth 
of  Dr.  Carpenter's  declaration  in  regard  to  tbe  review  of  Dr.  Paine's 
Commentaries.  As  its  omission  has  caused  some  dissatisfaction,  which  is 
as  much  regretted  as  it  was  unexpected,  it  is  now  given  in  full.] 

From  Dr.  Forbes,  Edilor  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review^  to 
Dr.  W.  B.  Carpenter. 

Dfar  Carpenter, — As  I  think  it  would  be  a  piece  of  silliness,  only 
second  to  that  of  writing  and  publishing  tbe  "  Examination,"  to  attempt 
any  detailed  or  serious  reply  to  Dr.  Paine's  wordy  reclamation,  or  any 
justification  of  tbe  article  in  the  Review  to  which  it  refers — 1  shall  take 
no  notice  whatever  of  his  attack,  further  than  relates  to  the  charge  of 
plagiarism.  This  is  tiite,  so  far  as  tbe  writer  of  the  review  on  Hunter  is 
concerned,  but /a/5e  as  concerns  you — since  you  did  not  write  that  re- 
view. This  1  am  ready  to  state  to  all  persons,  at  all  times,  as  tbe  truth, 
without  any  reservation  or  equivocation.  The  conduct  of  the  writer  of 
that  review,  in  palming  upon  the  Editor  a  portion  of  the  writings  of  an- 
other for  bis  own — if  really  done  intentionally  and  with  a  view  to  deceive 
(I  would  Aiin  hope  that  tbe  fact  may  admit  of  some  other  interpretation), 
cannot  be  sufbciently  reprobated.  Although,  as  being  tbe  first  specimen 
I  bad  bad  of  this  person's  writing  (and,  with  one  trifling  exception,  the 
only  one  1  have  ever  bad),l  might  be  forgiven  for  not  suspecting  tbe  au- 
thenticity of  the  surreptitious  passages,  1  take  shanv^  to  myself  for  being 
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so  little  acquainted  with  the  eloquent  writings  of  Dr.   Channing,  as   not 
to  detect  the  theft  hetbre  the  MS.  left  my  hands  for  the  press. 

Perhaps  when  Dr.  Paine  discovers  that  he  is  mistaken  in  the  afliliation 
of  this  portion  of  the  Review,  he  may  feel  somewhat  less  confident  of 
the  evidt'iice  hy  which  he  thinks  he  has  traced  the  authorship  of  other 
articles  in  it  to  you.  1  certainly  shall  not  gratify  his  curiosity  on  this 
point,  by  either  affirming  or  denying  the  accuracy  of  his  conclusions;  and 
1  do  not  see  any  reason  why  you  should. 

It  is  singular  that  Dr.  Paine  sliould  have  been  so  ignorant  of  the  ordi- 
nary mode  of  conducting  a  Review,  as  not  to  know  that  the  reference 
from  one  article  to  another  is  no  proof  whatever  of  the  identity  of  the 
authorship  of  the  two — even  when  this  reference  is  made  by  the  writer  of 
the  latter  article.  Bat,  most  commonly,  such  references  are  made  by  the 
Editor,  without  any  communication  with  the  original  writer,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  privileges  inherent  in  the  office  of  the  great  editorial  WE. 

In  looking  at  the  vast  accumulation  of  words  in  Dr.  Paine's  pamphlet, 
I  confess  that  I  feel  regret  that  the  review  of  his  book  (just  and  accurate 
as  I  still  hold  it  to  be)  was  not  more  favorable;  as  it  is  melancholy  to 
think  that  so  much  time  and  pains  should  have  been  stolen  from  tasks  of 
usefulness,  and  expended  in  elaborating  a  work,  which,  of  course,  no  hu- 
man being  will  read,  except  the  author  himself,  perhaps  the  writer  of  the 
inculpated  article,  and,  alas,  the  Editor  the  Review. 

It  is  lamentable  to  see  how  this  mortification  of  Dr.  Paine's  self-love 
has  clouded  his  judgment  throughout  the  whole  composition  of  his  pamph- 
let ;  and  this  obfuscation  is  nowhere  more  conspicuous,  than  where  he  at- 
tempts to  convict  you  of  plagiarizing  in  your  "  Principles  of  Physiolo- 
gy," from  Dr.  Channing.  The  very  examples  he  adduces  confute  the 
ciiarge.  Believe  me,  dear  Carpenter,  to  be  most  truly  yours, 

Old  Burlington  street ,  Nov.  15,  1841.  John  Forbes. 
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PATHOLOGY  OF  DRUNKENNESS. 

Jf  ever  an  age  was  characterized  by  philanthropy  in  regard  to  those  who 
tire  suffering  from  the  evils  of  intemperance,  surely  it  must  be  the  one  in 
which  we  have  the  happiness  to  live.  Men  of  all  professions  of  faith, 
and  of  all  orders  of  talent,  throughout  the  civilized  world,  admirably  con- 
cur in  the  opinion  that  a  great  moral  revolution  must  be  brought  about. 
Drunkenness,  in  all  its  forms,  from  the  palace  to  the  Indian's  wigwam, 
has  spread  its  fearful  ravages  through  every  land,  and  vice,  crime  and 
death  follow  in  its  train.  The  present  general  movement  of  good  men  to 
stay  the  awful  plague,  will  be  regarded,  in  after  times,  as  an  extraordinary 
epoch  in  the  history  of  our  race. 

Much  as  we  deplore  the  sin  of  intemperance,  we  have  sometimes  felt 
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weary  in  tryinq;  lo  keep  pace  with  llie  publications  which  arc  extensively 
circulated,  both  lo  ahirni  the  iuf'l)riate  and  to  urfj"e  reformers  to  labor  in 
the  f^ood  cause  with  uiuliiniiiishcd  nrdor,  since  heaven  blesses  those  who 
ask  lor  blessings  on  a  penitent.  Some  one;  lias  politely  f^tynl  us  an  extra 
Examiner,  from  Albany,  containinij^  a  letter  lo  E.  C.  Delavan,  Es(j..  by 
Thomas  Seuall,  iM.D.,  on  the  "  Valholoiry  of  Dnuikcinicss,  or  the  eJJ'ccts 
of  AJcoholir  J)ri/iks,  with  Draniings  of  the  DriuikarcCs  Sfomach,^^  accom- 
panied by  four  plates,  beatitifully  executed  on  stoiu^  and  colored,  of  the 
natural  size.  No  anatomical  work,  within  our  recollection,  presents  more 
exact  representations  of  that  organ.  The  bloodvessels  exhibited  on  the 
inflamed  mucous  coat,  really  look  as  though  they  would  bleed  if  rou^^hly 
handled.  The  excellency  of  this  illustrated  letter  consists  in  the  fact  that 
any  one  can  understand  it.  Although  strictly  scientific,  it  is  essentially 
the  thing  wanted,  because  it  speaks  plainly,  yet  positively,  to  the  drunkard. 
With  his  own  eyes  he  may  examine  the  very  appearance  of  his  own 
burnt  stomach,  and  if  he  should  not  be  either  reformed  or  alarmed  by  a 
fac  simile,  the  letter  by  Dr.  Sewall  must  awaken  his  sensibilities  if  he  has 
one  remaining  spark  of  consciousness. 

Circumstances  at  present  debar  us  from  making  extracts  from  a  work 
which  meets  our  warmest  approbation.  It  should  reach  every  hamlet  in 
the  Union — and  physicians  should  unhesitatingly  aid  in  carrying  on  a 
work  in  which  all  well-wishers  to  the  human  family  are  engaged.  Dr. 
Sewall  treats  the  subject  properly  ;  there  is  neither  a  display  of  temper 
nor  ill-will  towards -the  drunkard  ;  nor  is  there  a  mawkish  sensibility  dis- 
coverable in  his  remarks.  Take  it  all  in  all,  he  has  certainly  contributed 
important  aid  to  the  cause  of  temperance,  for  which  we,  in  common  with 
the  friends  of  humanity,  tender  our  thanks.  The  letter,  with  its  splendid 
plates,  is  really  the  commencement  of  a  new  effort,  which  we  pray  that 
our  medical  brethren  may  enlarge  upon  and  carry  forward  to  their  utmost 
ability. 

Surgeon- GeneraVs  Report. — The  acting  Surgeon-General,  H.  L.  Heis- 
kell,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  will  please  accept  our  thanks  for  the  im- 
portant and  interesting  statistical  document  which  he  had  the  kindness  to 
send  the  last  week.  Although  it  has  been  perused  with  satisfaction,  it  is 
quite  inconvenient  to  republish  the  tabular  sheet,  which  is  the  best  one  we 
ever  remember  of  having  seen,  both  in  point  of  scientific  arrangement  and 
perspicuity.  It  is  creditable  to  the  nation  that  the  army  surgeons  are  amonfr 
the  most  accomplished  medical  gentlemen  in  the  country.  So  hio-h  are 
the  requisitions,  that  no  second-rate  man  can  possibly  obtain  admission  into 
the  medical  staff,  and  hence  the  medical  department  of  the  army  really 
embraces  not  only  a  high  order  of  talents,  but  individuals  of  very  [)olishe(J 
manners  and  thorough  literary  and  professional  attainments. — We  have 
room  but  for  one  extract. 

"  The  number  of  cases  of  sickness  which  have  been  under  treatment 
by  the  medical  officers  of  the  Army,  and  private  physicians  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  ending  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
tember, was  38,0.59;  37,499  of  which  occurred  within  the  year,  1,0(30 
being  cases  that  remained  the  preceding  year. 

"  Of  the  whole  number  of  persons  reported  sick,  36,374  have  been  re- 
stored to  duty;  320  have  been  discharged  the  service;  30  have  deserted  ; 
and  387  have  died. 

"  From  the  Quarterly  Reports  made  to  this  oflice  by  the  medical  officers, 
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the  mean  strength  of  the  army  for  the  hist  year  is  estimated  at  9,74S  ;  and 
as  the  number  reported  sick  duriiii*^  ihi*?  period  was  38,5''i9,  it  will  appear 
that  the  proportion  of  cases  to  the  number  of  men  in  service,  was  nearly  as 
4  to  1,  or  396  per  cent.  The  aggregate  of  deaths  was  387,  exhibiting  a 
ratio  of  mortality  to  the  number  of  men  of  1  to  25^,  or  nearly  4  per  cent., 
and  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  number  of  cases  treated  of  1  to  99g,  or 
a  fraction  over  1  per  cent. 

Besides  the  diseases  incident  to  the  climate  and  the  service  in  Florida, 
the  epidemic  fever,  which  has  proved  so  fatal  at  the  South  during  the  past 
seasotj,  has  also  prevailed  among  the  troops  serving  in  that  Territory. 
The  average  strength  of  the  army  in  Florida  during  the  year,  being  about 
4,738,  the  number  of  cases  of  sickness  amounted  to  21,0:27,  exhibiting 
a  proportion  of  cases  to  the  number  of  officers  and  men  of  nearly 
4J  to  1,  or  443  per  cent.  The  deaths  being  2f54,  presents  a  ratio  of  mor- 
tality to  the  number  of  men  of  1  to  I85,  or  5J  per  cent. ;  and  the  pro- 
portion of  deaths  to  the  number  of  cases  treated,  of  1  to  82J,  or  I5  per 
cent. 


*'  Lectures  to  Ladies  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology,''^  by  Mary  S.  Gove. 
— These  lectures  have  been  delivered  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  many  other  places  in  this  country,  and  we  believe  the  classes  that  have 
attended  them  have  always  been  convinced  of  their  utility.  Mrs.  G.  has 
occasionally  been  brought  in  contact  with  the  strong  holds  of  prejudice 
and  opposition,  but  we  believe  she  has  uniformly  grappled  with  them  suc- 
cessfully. She  has  an  invincible  thirst  for  useful  knowledge,  and  has  devot- 
ed several  years  to  the  study  of  the  various  subjects  embraced  in  her  course 
of  lectures  ;  and  in  presenting  her  work  to  the  public,  she  is  impelled,  we 
doubt  not,  by  a  sincere  desire  to  enlighten  and  benefit  her  sex  in  regard 
to  the  important  practical  matters  presented  for  their  consideration.  Her 
style  of  writing  is  of  the  Doric  order — remarkable  for  plainness  and 
strength.  Mrs.  G.  has  the  countenance  of  many  of  our  most  respectable 
physicians  in  the  enterprise  she  has  undertaken,  and  her  book  will  be 
published  under  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  most  accurate  scholars  and 
eminent  men  in  the  profession  ;  and  we  hazard  the  prediction  that  it  will 
merit  and  receive  a  wide  circulation  through  the  country. 


Insanity  and  Insane  Asylnms. — A  pamphlet  of  forty  pages  has  been 
written  by  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  these  subjects — 
principally  a  re-print  from  the  Western  Medical  Journal.  The  author  is 
a  Massachusetts  man,  with  whom  we  are  well  acquainted.  His  industry 
and  talents  were  always  devoted  to  the  cause  of  humanity  and  science. 
If  he  should  ever  make  a  departure  from  the  path  he  has  so  long  and  so 
honorably  travelled,  those  who  have  associated  him  with  every  movement 
calculated  to  increase  the  amount  of  human  happiness,  would  at  once  con- 
sider him  insane.  Both  the  plea  and  the  argument  in  favor  of  the  luna- 
tics in  Kentucky,  are  cogent.  The  pamphlet,  although  intended  for  a  lo- 
cal effect,  is  nevertheless  filled  to  all  meridians  where  insanity  exists. 


Smallpox. — In  one  of  the  New  York  papers  mention  is  made  of  the  ex- 
tensive prevalence  of  smallpox  in  that  city,  which  is  represented  to  be  on 
the  increase.  Several  medical  students  attending  the  lectures  there  have 
taken  the  disease.     At  Philadelphia  it  is  also  exceedingly  rife.     In  the 
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Saiul\vii-h  Islands  the  (Icslructidii  iiiadi-  hy  ilu;  smallpox  ainongst  ihc  na- 
live  inhabilanls,  was  very  alarmiiii^  al  lljo  last  advices.  Vaccine  vims 
was  scnl  there,  from  LJoslon,  in  UtlcjL  t,  and  lioj)es  are  cnlcrlained  that 
ihe  dreadful  malady  will  be  arrested  by  il.  Only  a  few  cases  have  oc- 
cnrred  in  lioslon  the  ])resenl  winter.  The  vi^nlanl  system  of  vaccination 
pnrsued  here,  secnres  the  citizens  ;  and  the  little  that  has  occurred  of  late, 
has  been  in  the  persons  of  strangers,  arriving  here  on  business,  who  had 
not  been  vaccinated  properly. 


Mortality  in  1841. — In  Northampton,  Ms.,  70:  under  1  year,  15; 
between  1  and  5,  10  ;  5  and  10,  :j ;  10  and  20,  2  ;  20  and  30,  12  ;  30  and 
40,  5 ;  40  and  .W,  2  ;  /)0  and  (30,  3  ;  (K)  and  70,  .1 ;  70  and  80,  9  ;  80  and 
90,  2  ;   90  and  1(10,  2.     Twenty-five  died  wnth  consumption. 

In  Amherst,  Ms.,  number  of  deaths,  41  :  males,  19;  females,  22.  Un- 
der 10  years  of  ai^e,  12;  between  10  and  20,4;  20  and  30,  3  ;  30  and 
40,  4  ;  40  and  50,  4  ;  50  and  GO,  2  ;  60  and  70,  5  ;  70  and  80,  6  ;  80 
and  90,  1.  Diseases — consumption,  9  ;  fevers,  8  ;  disease  of  the  heart, 
3  ;  disease  of  the  bowels,  4  ;  dropsy,  2  ;  paralysis,  2  ;  apoplexy,  2  ;  liver 
complaint,  1  ;  disease  of  the  spine,  1  ;  fits,  2  ;  drow'ned.  1  ;  canker  rash, 
1  ;    infantile,  1  ;    accidental,  1  ;    hooping  cough,  1  ;   croup.  1  ;    pleurisy,  1. 

In  Concord,  N.  H.,  number  of  deaths,  71:  under  1  year,  12;  between 
1  and  10,  18 ;  10  and  20,  3  ;  20  and  30,  6 ;  30  and  40",  7 ;  40  and  50,  4  ; 
50  and  60,  6  ;  60  and  70,  4  ;  over  70,  1 1— the  oldest  being  96.  Average 
age  of  the  above  was  30  years  ;  the  proportion  to  the  whole  population,  1 
to  70.  The  unusual  number  of  deaths  among  children  is  ascribed  to  the 
scarlet  fever  and  throat  distemper.  The  average  age  of  those  who  died 
over  70,  is  80  years. 


On  the  Immersion  of  Children  apparently  stillborn,  in  Cold  Water. 
By  Dr.  Scholer,  Assistant  Physician  of  the  Berlin  Lying-in  Institution. 
— Nothing  more  need  be  said  of  this  paper  (published  in  the  Med.  Zei- 
tung)  than  that  it  contains  two  well-detailed  cases,  and  alludes  to  several 
others,  in  which  this  measure  was  successfully  adopted,  after  all  the  ordi- 
nary means  had  failed  of  reanimating  the  infant.  The  evidence  adduced 
is  certainly  sufficient  to  warrant  the  adoption  of  the  plan  as  a  last  resource 
after  less  violent  measures  have  been  tried  in  vain. — Brit.  Med.  Review. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  8,  35.— Males,  18  ;   Females,  17.     Stillborn,  2. 

Of  consumption,  7— bowel  conii»lainl,  1 — debility,  1 — old  ase,  2— infantile,  2 — scarlet  fever,  3 — can- 
ker rash,  1 — intemperance,  2 — iiillamniation  of  the  lungs,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — croup,  2— liver  complaint, 
1 — dropsy,  2— throat  distemper,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 — l)urn,  1 — fits,  1— inllammatory  fever,  1 — hooping 
cough,  1 — unknown,  J. 

CASTLETON  MEDICAL   COLLECJE. 

The  annual  Lectures  in  the  Castleton  Medical  College,  late  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  will  be 
commenced  on  the  second  Tuesday,  8th  of  March,  1842,  and  be  continued  fourteen  weeks. 

General,  Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  by  James  McCmntock,  M.I). 

Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  and  Obstetrics,  by  Joseph  Perkins,  M.I). 

rrinciples  and  Practice  of  Sumery,  by  FiiwK  II.  Hamilton,  M.l). 

Theory   and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  David  M.  Reese,  M.U. 

Physiology,  General  Pathology,  mid  Operative  Obstetrics,  by  Chauncey  L.  Mitchell,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  liy  William  .Matheh,  M.D. 

Ophthalmic  Anatomy   and  Siiriiery,  by  William  C.  Wallace,  M.D. 

Meilical  Jurisprudence,  by  William  P.  Uussell,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Eouert  Ja.mieso.n,  M.D. 

Fees  for  the  course,  iji.'j.^.  Matriculating  fee,  $.'>.  Fee  (or  those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses 
al  other  regular  medical  instituti(uis,  $tlO.     Expense  of  boarding,  inc.  SU-'iO  to  $2,25. 

In  the  last  course  a  number  of  surgical  operations  were  performed  before  the  class;  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of  such  cases  will  be  much  greater  diirini:  the  next  term. 

CastUtun,  kt.,  Jan.  4,  ltti2.  J.  12.— 2ni  JOSEPH  PERKINS,  Registrar. 

\ 
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Cb.nkors'  MEsriNr,. — Tliere  will  he  a  meeting  of  the  Ceiuinrh  for  (he  I'iiut  District  and  for  the  Hocipty 
uii  VVt:«liie;«J»ty,  the '<ibth  d<ty  ul  January,  ld-12,  al  4  u'cluck,  1'.  M.,  at  ihi;  houae  ol  the  nutMcriber,  No. 
9  Kiaiikliii  place.  JOHN  JEFFKltlH,  Secretary  of  Cenaort. 

Bo/itun,  Dec.  27,  1841.  Jaii  5— tin 


VEllMONT   MEDICAL   COLLEGE   AT   WOODSTOCK. 

The  next  animal  course  oC  LectnreH  at  Ihia  Itiaiitution  will  commence  on   the  Hecond  Thursday   of 
March  next,  and  cuniiuue  thirteen  weekti. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Ohstetrics,  by  IIknhv  H.  Chiloh,  M.U. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  hy  Hon.  Jacob  (,'oi.lamkh,  A.M. 

General  and  Hjjecial  Pathoioijy,  Materia  Medica  aiul  riiarniacy,  by  Alo.nzo  Clark,  M.D. 

General,  Special  and  Surgical  Anutouiy  hik!  I'liNsiology,  by  IiE.\jA.\iiN   K.  Falmkm,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  olSurjitry,  by  Fkank  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

C'heinisiry  and  Botany,  by  Josti-ii   il.CLAUKE,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  ol"  Anatomy,  Okmo.n    L.    Hi  .\tley,  M.D. 
Fees  for  the  course,  $50.     For  those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  ol  lectures  at  a  regular  in- 
Htilution,  !$10.     Graduation  fee,  8 Id.     No  matriculation  fee  is  charfj^ed.    board,  including  room,  fuel, 
Ii;^li(s,  and  washing;,  may  be  obtained  in  good  families  at  from  $1,5U  to  $2,5U  per  week. 

h'oodstock,  January  Ut,  \tiA2.  Jan.  5.— 3m  NORMAN    WILLIAMS,   Sfcrefary. 

MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF  MALNE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  14th  day  of  February,  1842, 
and  continue  three  months. 

Anatomy  and  Surs;ery,  by  -  -  -  -  .  Joseph  Roby,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  -  ...  William  Sweetser,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by-  -  --  -  -  -  Ebenezer   Wells,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medira,  by      -  -  -         -  Paiiker  Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Library  contains  about  3000  vols,  principally  modern  works. 

Every  i)erson  becominjr  a  member  of  this  Institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  t)f  possessinj;  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  Lcclures  is  $50,  payable  in  advance.     Graduation  fee,  $10. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  Mav,  and  at  the  following  Commencement 
of  the  College  in  September.  PARKER  CLEAVELAND,  Secretary. 

Brunswick,  October,  1841.  D.  8 — eop6t 

TllEMONT-STREET   MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  subscribers,  at  their  rooms  in  Tremont  street,  continue  to  give  personal in.^truction  to  private  pupils 
as  heretofore,  in  the  various  branches  of  medicine,  in  connection  with  the  practical  pursuit  of  anatomy, 
and  attendance  on  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Eye  and  Ear  Inlirmary,  and  the  other  op- 
portunities belonging  to  their  school.  JACOM   HI(;KI.OW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLD?, 
Jy  28— eoply  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 
Dr.  ILvynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the   j)rofession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
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RUPTUIU:   OF   TllC   UTEIIUS    FIIO.M    KXTERNAL   INJURY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sicrgical  Journal. 

Sir, — You  can  give  the  following  case  a  place  in  your  Journal,  if  you 
think  proper. 

On  Jan.  1st,  1836,  Mrs.  Arnold,  of  Freetown,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y., 
a3t.  .35  years,  who  had  generally  enjoyed  good  health,  had  home  several 
children,  and  was  at  the  full  period  ol'  utero-gestation,  having  occasion  to 
step  out  of  the  house,  while  walking  upon  the  ice,  fell,  striking,  with  the 
entire  weight  of  her  body,  the  anterior  of  the  abdomen,  and  producing  a 
sensation  (to  use  her  own  phrase),  as  if  she  were  split  open,  in  the  belief 
of  which  she  was  persistent.  Faintness  followed  at  intervals,  amounting 
to  complete  syncope,  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after  the  injury, 
with  incessant  vomiting,  coldness  of  surface  and  extremities,  countenance 
sunken,  and  a  death-like  aspect.  The  physician  and  friends  in  attend- 
ance supposed  the  case  must  be  fatal,  and  had  little  or  no  confidence  in 
any  means  which  they  could  adopt.  Under  these  circumstances,  my 
partner.  Dr.  Miles  Goodyear,  was  called,  at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  injury  had  been  received.  He  learned  that  there  had  been  no 
motion  of  the  child  since  the  fall  ;  patient  complained  of  occasional  ab- 
dominal pains ;  os  uteri  not  in  the  least  dilated  ;  external  appearance  of 
abdomen  natural,  but  extremely  tender  to  the  touch.  Had  been  no  evacua- 
tion from  the  bowels  since  the  injury.  Enemata  were  now  administered, 
but  not  sufficiently  retained  to  produce  their  desired  efl^ect.  Reaction  had 
now  come  on  to  some  extent ;  pulse  110  and  small ;  tongue  thinly  coated 
and  dry  ;  mouth  of  uterus  still  rigid  and  unyielding.  Ordered  10  grs.  of 
protochloride  of  mercury  to  be  given,  and  repeated  at  the  end  of  four 
hours,  and  followed  by  a  dose  of  sulph.  magnesia,  which  in  the  course  of 
five  or  six  hours  produced  free  intestinal  evacuations.  Vomiting  not  so 
frequent,  general  symptoms  nearly  the  same.  It  was  now  some  ten  or 
twelve  hours  since  the  arrival  of  my  partner,  who  advised  mild  febrifuge 
remedies  to  be  continued,  and  left  the  patient  in  charge  of  the  attending 
physician,  who  stated  that  he  should  recal  him  on  the  least  change  of 
symptoms. 

Accordingly,  in  about  thirty-six  hours  afterwards,  he  was  again  called, 
when  I  saw  the  patient  with  him  for  the  first  time.  We  found  her  with 
countenance  more  deathlv,  pulse  1'20  and  more  feeble,  tongue  thickly 
coated  and  dry  in  the  centre,  less  vomiting,  tenderness  of  abdomen  not  so 
much,  and  patient  did  not  complain  of  pain  in  this  region,  more  than  of 
24 


37S  Ruyture  of  the  Uterus  from  Kiternul  Injury. 

oilier  parts.     Bowels  had  moved  freely,  and  evacuations  not   peculiarly 
otVensive.     The  <reneral  appearance    of  the  patient  now  indicated  the  de- 
livery of  the  child,  if  it  were  ever  to  be  done.     13ut   upon  examination, 
we  found  no  relaxation  or  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  nor  was  the  least  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  uterus  to  be  discovered.     We  now  proceeded  with  the 
steps  of  a  forced  labor   and  delivery  of  the  child.     Accordin<^ly,  the  di- 
latation was  commenced  ;  a  process  so  obstinately  resisted  by  the  unyield- 
ing state  of  the  parts,  as  to  require  from  four  to  five   hours  to  effect  a  de- 
livery of  tlie  child.     It  may  not  be  improper  to  say  here,  that  to  produce 
sufficient  dilatation  in  this  case,  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in 
question,  was  no  very  inconsiderable  labor,  the  hand  of  the  operator  re- 
quiring frequent  intervals  of  rest,  to  enable  it  to  accomplish   its  purpose. 
The  child  was  large,  and  dead  as  was  supposed   previously,  but  no  disor- 
ganization had  yet  taken  place,  and  everything  had  thus  far  been  accom- 
plished  independent  of  any  proper  or  natural    function    of  the  uterus. 
Profuse  hemorrhage  now   came  on  ;  the  uterus    not  exhibiting  the  least 
contractile  effort.     The  hand  was  immediately  returned,  detaching  the 
placenta  with  facility  until  it  arrived  at  the  upper  and  anterior  portion  of 
the  organ,  when  it  met  a  resistance,  which  seemed  to  be  a  perfectly  firm 
adhesion  of  the  placenta  and  uterus,  extending  over  a  surface  of  from  four 
to  five  inches,  wliich  could  not  be  broken  up  with  any  prudent  exertion. 
Patient  was  now  much  exhausted,  extremities  cold,  pulse  scarcely  percep- 
tible at  the  wrist,  hemorrhage  had  nearly  ceased.     In  this  state  of  things 
we  concluded  that  any  further  effort   to  detach  the   placenta  would  not 
only  be  unavailing,  but  inexpedient,  and    to   separate  the  detached  mass 
from  the  adherent  portion  would  be  attended  with  the  most  imminent 
danger.     Patient  was  now  placed   in   bed,  stimulants   freely  given,  with 
frictions  upon  the  surface,  and  sinapisms  to  the  wrists   and  ankles.     We 
left  the  patient  in  care  of  the  attending  physician,  four  days  having  elapsed 
since  the  injury  was  inflicted. 

At  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  we  saw  the  patient  again  ; 
there  had  been  very  little  hemorrhage,  no  movement  of  bowels,  external 
appearances  nearly  the  same  as  when  we  left.  Patient  expressed  herself 
better  than  she  had  been  before  during  her  illness,  but  still  the  features 
were  more  cadaverous.  An  enema  was  given,  which  procured  free  and 
dark  fetid  discharges  from  the  bowels.  She  now  began  to  complain 
much  of  pain  in  the  region  of  stomach.  Singultus,  and  vomiting  of  a 
green,  viscid  fluid,  of  fetid  odor,  now  came  on  ;  abdomen  more  distended, 
pulse  much  more  rapid  and  feeble,  and  the  aJready  prostrated  powers  of 
the  system  unequivocally  told  that  they  would  soon  sink.  In  a  few  hours 
death  occurred,  it  being  the  sixth  day  from  the  time  of  the  accident. 

Autopsy,  sixteen  hours  after  Death. — On  opening  abdomen  gan- 
o^renous  spots  were  to  be  seen  on  the  inner  surface  of  parietes  for  four  or 
five  inches  around  the  umbilicus.  Some  portions  of  peritoneum  adherent 
to  intestines,  while  other  parts  were  softened  in  structure.  Much  fetid 
gas  escaped  from  the  cavity.  The  next  thing  met  with,  worthy  of  note, 
was  a  full-sized  and  properly-formed  f«tus,  with  its  extremities  and  body 
in  the  same  relative  situation  in  which  nature  had  placed  them  in  utero. 
The  head  and  shoulders  were  lying  closely  upon  the  abdominal  parietes, 
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to  wliicl)  a  portion  of  the  i)Ia(M'rita  was  adlicrciil,  to  iIk;  n;;ljt  and  left  of 
iiinbilicus,  cxlLMulini;  dowiiwanls,  and  laterally  from  llircu  to  four  in(d)cs, 
the  child  lyini^  anterior  to  all  the  ahdoniinid  vis(!era.  Intestines  niorli(icd 
at  varions  points.  The  friends  ohjectin;^  lo  a  reniovid  (jf  the  child,  the 
laeililies  lor  fnrlher  examination  were  not  as  aniph;  as  the  case  demanded. 
The  rnplnre  t)f  the  nterus  occupied  its  superior  and  anterior  jxjrlions, 
through  which  the;  child  must  have  escaped,  with  its  own  placenta,  at 
the  time  of  the  accident.  Very  little  hlood  was  fomid  in  iIk^  cavities, 
but  a  considerable  (|uantity  of  serous  (inid.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
there  was  no  external  hemorrhage  at  the  time  the  Injury  was  leceived, 
and  that  there  had  be(>n  repeated  evacuations  from  the  bow(jls.  It  is 
certain  that  some  contraction  must  have  followed  the  rupture,  from  the 
absence  of  hemorrhage  at  the  time,  and  that  some  inflammation  super- 
vened on  the  injury,  which  produced  the  adhesions  met  with  in  the  eflbrl 
to  remove  the  placenta  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  child. 

In  reviewing  this  case,  the  following  (juestion  arises.  Should  not  the 
CtTsarean  operation  have  been  performed  at  once  after  the  recei|)t  of  the 
injury  ?  Our  conclusion  was.  that  the  oi)eialion  was  not  advisable,  for  the 
following  reasons.  First,  that  the  uncertainty  of  diagnostic  signs  failed 
in  marking  accurately  the  pathological  conditions  of  the  case.  Secondly, 
that  if  the  precise  nature  and  extent  of  the  injury  had  been  ever  so  ac- 
curately known,  the  violent  contusion  sustained  by  some  j)arts,  as  well  as 
the  Ificeration  inflicted  upon  others,  had  made  an  injury  which  had  already- 
prostrated  the  powers  of  hfe  very  much,  and  if  we  now  add  to  all  this  the 
necessary  results  of  the  above  opei-ation,  we  shall  have  an  aggregate  of 
cause  which  most  certainly  would  not  fail  to  produce  a  fatal  termination, 
sooner  than  if  the  patient  only  suffered  from  the  accidental  injury. 

Coi'tlandville,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  3d,  JS42.  Frederick  Hyde,  M.D. 


DR.   PAINE'S   REPLY   TO   DR.   CARPENTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Will  you  oblige  me  with  a  place  in  your  Journal,  for  the  purpose 
of  noticing  a  circular  letter,  addressed  by  Wm.  B.  Carpenter,  ^I.D.,  to 
Professor  Dunglison  of  Fliiladelj)hia,  dated  Bristol  (Eng.),  J\ov.  16,  1841. 
That  circular  refers  to  an  imputation  of  plagiarisms,  which  I  considered 
myself  warranted  in  bringing  against  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  a  pamphlet  enti- 
tled "Examination  of  Reviews,"  Sec.  Having  exposed  the  remarkable 
tissue  of  misrepresentations  which  composes  the  review  of  my  "  Medi- 
ical  and  Physiological  Commentaries  "  (as  appeared  in  the  April  No. 
(1841),  of  the  British  and  Foreii^n  Medical  Review),  and  having,  for 
very  obvious  reasons,  drawn  the  ollcMider  Irom  his  obscurity,  1  then  pro- 
ceeded to  inflict  upon  him,  yet  farther,  what  1  regarded  as  a  proper  chas- 
tisement for  the  cowardly  and  wanton  injury  which  he  had  attempted  to 
perpetrate  towards  myself,  and  upon  Dr.  Forbes  for  admitting  so  maJi- 
r/o«.9^an  article  into  his  Journal,  by  exposing  the  plagiarism  to  which 
Dr.  Carpenter's  letter  refers.  The  plagiarism  was  fully  substantiated  as 
it  respects  the  Journal  ;  and  circumstantial  evidence  was  submitted  going 
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forcibly  to  show  the  piol)abilily  that  Dr.  Cai|)t3i)ter  was  the  author. 
Tliat  evidence  was  conclusive  in  rny  own  mind  till  it  should  he  rehutlt-d 
by  contradictory  proof;  and,  of  course,  1  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
public  would  sustain  my  conclusion  on  examining  the  nature  of  my  pre- 
mises. The  repealed  plagiarisms  occur  in  the  elaborate  reviews  of  John 
Hunter's  works,  and  of  works  by  Carswell,  Macartney  and  Uasori,  con- 
tained in  the  April  and  July  Nos.  of  the  British  and  Foreii^n  Medical 
Review,  1839,  and  occupy  ini,^  sixty -one  ((U)  pai;es  of  the  Journal. 
These  authors,  too,  being  pretty  much  used  up  by  the  reviewer,  I  con- 
sidered it  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  brightest  ornaments  of  our  profes- 
sion to  remove  this  slur  upon  their  fame. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  circular  letter  addressed  to  Professor  Dunglison, 
to  disclaim  the  authorship  of  those  reviews,  and  this  statement  is  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  from  Dr.  Forbes  to  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  which  Dr. 
Forbes  remarks  that, — "  I  shall  take  no  notice  whatever  of  his  [Dr. 
Paine's]  attack,  farther  than  relates  to  the  charge  of  plagiarism.  This 
is  true,  so  far  as  the  writer  of  the  review  on  ilunler  is  concerned,  but 
false  as  concerns  you — since  you  did  not  write  that  review.  This  I  am 
ready  to  state  to  all  persons,  at  all  times,  as  the  truth,  without  any  reser- 
vation or  equivocation." 

I  have  also  received  a  curious  letter  from  Dr.  Carpenter,  stating  that 
he  is  not  the  author  of  the  reviews  of  Hunter's,  Carswell's,  Macartney's, 
and  Rasori's  works,  accompanied  by  copies  of  certificates  from  two  gen- 
tlemen to  Dr.  Carpenter,  expressing  their  belief  that  he  is  incapable  of 
an  act  of  plagiarism.  The  letter  also  contains  a  reference  to  an  article 
in  the  Lancet  of  Nov.  27th,  from  which  it  appears  that  it  is  the  ten- 
dency of  that  article  to  exonerate  Dr.  Carpenter  from  the  imputed 
plagiarism, — but  which  1  have  not  seen.  Witli  tlie  package  came,  also, 
the  certificates  of  character  supplied  to  Dr.  Carpenter  on  the  occasion 
oi  the  review  of  his  "  Principles,"  k.c.,  by  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 

This  is  all  the  proof  with  which  I  have  been  supplied  in  opposition  to 
the  various  and  forcible  internal  evidence  of  the  imputed  plagiarism. 
This  evidence  I  know  to  have  been  generally  considered  ample  in  this 
country,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  also  in  London.  Indeed,  this  fict  is 
prominent  upon  the  very  face  of  the  circular  letter.  Such  proof,  there- 
fore, can  only  be  set  aside  by  producing  some  other  name  as  that  of  the 
author  in  question.  If  my  proof  be  insufficient,  it  would  seem  to  be  ob- 
vious that  the  name  of  the  plagiarist  should  be  given  to  the  world.  This 
is  alike  due  to  Dr.  Carpenter,  to  men  of  letters,  and  certainly  to  the  dig- 
nity of  Dr.  Forbes  himself.  Indeed,  till  then,  such  as  are  disposed  to 
exonerate  Dr.  Carpenter,  must  hold  Dr.  Forbes  responsible.  Indigna- 
tion at  so  great  a  fraud  upon  himself  should  prompt  a  disinterested  editor 
to  expose  the  ofFender.  Why  does  not  Dr.  Carpenter  call  for  a  disclo- 
sure of  the  author?  This  is  certainly  a  most  natural,  as  it  would  be  a 
summary,  mode  of  disposing  of  the  whole  subject.  But  again,  I  say, 
where  is  the  editor^s  self-respect,  that  he  does  not  expose  the  individual 
who  perpetrated  the  indignity  towards  him  ?  "  The  conduct  of  the  wri- 
ter of  that  review,"  says  Dr.  Forbes,  "  in  palming  upon  the  Editor  a 
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portion  of  tlic  writinijs  of  iuiotlirr  for  liis  owd,  camwt  he  sufflcitnthj  re- 
probated.''^ Then.  I  reiterate,  <;ive  us  his  11:11110,  utid  ''  I(!t  justice  prevail, 
t!u)iiL;li  the  heavens  falL"  Present  us  another  name  ;  ami  then  we  shall 
ha\o  another  pheiioinenon  added  to  those  extraordinary  coiiihinations  of 
coinciiiences  which  Cotton  Mather  arranii;ed  under  the  denomination  of 
''  IJnaccountahles." 

Hut,  why  speak  I  of  sclf-rcsjjcct  in  relation  to  a  man  who  professes 
the  "truth  without  equivocation,"  and  yet  contradicts  tlie  principle  in 
nearly  every  line  of  his  letter?  Does  not  tluj  whole  of  his  letter — I  re- 
})eat  it — hear  an  aspect  from  which  truth  recoils,  as  much  as  common  de- 
corum is  startled  at  its  low-horn  insolence  ?  Take  any  passage  in  the 
solitary  letter-pa^e,  and  every  unprejudiced  mind  will  allow  thfi  justice  of 
my  criticism.  What  can  he  more  wilfully  false  than  the  whole  of  the 
following?     Thus: — 

*'In  looking  at  the  vast  accumulation  of  words  in  Dr.  Paine's  pamph- 
let, 1  confess  that  I  feel  regret  that  the  review  of  his  hook  (just  and  ac- 
curate as  I  still  hold  it  to  he)  was  not  more  favorahle  ;  as  it  is  melancholy 
to  think  that  so  much  time  and  pains  should  have  heen  stolen  from  tasks  of 
usefulness,  and  expended  in  elahorating  a  work,  which,  of  course,  no  hu- 
man hcing  will  read,  except  the  author  himself,  perhaps  the  writer  of  the 
inculpated  article,  and,  alas,  the  Editor  of  the  Review." 

Here  it  is  an  ohvious  falsehood  in  affirming  that  he  holds  the  review  of 
my  "  Commentaries  "  to  be  ^'just  and  accxiratt^^  notwithstanding  1  liave 
shown  that  the  review  is,  throughout,  a  tissue  of  deliberate  misrepresen- 
tations. Again,  the  opinion  is  not  less  falsely  expressed,  that  "no  hu- 
man being  will,  of  course,  read  the  work  except  the  author  himself,  per- 
haps the  writer  of  the  inculpated  article,  and,  alas,  the  Editor  of  the  Re- 
view." And  what  shall  be  said  of  Dr.  Carpenter  for  appending  this 
abusive  letter  to  his  circular,  after  the  unatoned  offence  of  misrepresent- 
ing my  labors,  and  my  cliaracter  ? 

Again,  Dr.  Forbes  states  that  my  imputation  of  articles  in  his  Journal 
to  Dr.  Carpenter  is  founded  upon  the  editorial  pronoun  "  wc  ";  whereas, 
the  moat  important  arc  directly  claimed  bij  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  his  own 
works,  as  his  productions  ;  and  where  he  refers  to  others  in  his  review  of 
my  "  Commentaries,"  I  have  shown  that  it  is  not  in  the  ordinary  way  of 
editorial  reference,  but  that  he  sets  up  a  claim  to  the  articles  in  question, 
of  which  the  review  of  Hunter's  works  is  one.  Or  take  the  following 
prevarication,  by  which  Dr.  Forbes  would  insinuate  that  Dr.  Carpenter 
is  not  the  author  of  the  review  of  my  ''  Commentaries,"  instead  of  a 
manly  disavowal.  •'  Perhaps,"  says  Dr.  Forbes,  "  when  Dr.  Paine  dis- 
covers that  he  is  mistaken  in  the  affiliation  of  this  portion  of  the  Review, 
he  may  feel  somewhat  less  confident  of  the  evidence  by  which  he 
thinks  he  has  traced  the  authorship  of  other  articles  in  it  to  you.  1  cer- 
tainly shall  not  gratify  his  cuuiosity  on  this  point,  by  either  affirm- 
ing or  DENYING  the  accuracy  of  his  conclusions ;  and  i  do  not  see  any 
REASON  WHY  YOU  SHOULD."     ( ^iy  Capitals.) 

And  why  this  wily  advice  not  to  admit  or  deny  the  authorship  of  the 
review  of  the  ''Commentaries"?  Was  it  su|)posed  that  either  might 
possibly  invalidate  the  statement  as  to  the  plagiarism  ?     Nevertheless,  the 
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cunning  of  this  advice  is  worthy  its  well-disciphnecl  authoFj  however  it  is 
u  palpable  admission  of  tlie  very  fact  which  lie  aims  at  conceahnj^.  lint, 
1  will  soon  add  the  paragraph  uj)on  Vvhicli  1  had  jnst  commented  in  C(jr.- 
nection  with  another  from  Dr.  Carpenter's  letter,  to  exhibit  more  fully 
this  lame  attempt  to  insinuate  the  belief  that  Dr.  Carpenter  was  not  the 
author  of  the  gross  injustice  which  had  been  done  to  my  labors,  and  of 
which  Dr.  Forbes  still  appears  insensible. 

That  the  author  of  the  plagiarisms,  whoever  he  be,  should  broadly  de- 
ny it,  seems  almost  a  matter  of  course.  It  would  be  absurd  to  su[)pose 
him  restrained  by  conscience  ;  and  it  is  equally  important  that  Dr.  Forbes, 
even  with  his  sensitive  conscience,  should  make  it  appear  that  Dr.  Car- 
penter is  not  the  author  of  the  reviews  which  embrace  the  plagiarisms ; 
since  Dr.  Carpenter  having  avowed  himself,  in  the  Preface  to  his  "  Princi- 
ples of  Physiology,"  the  author  of  elaborate  articles  in  the  British  and 
Foreisrn  Medical  Review,  the  iiroof  of  the  olafriarism  standing;  uncon- 
tradicted  would  be  fatal  to  the  existence  of  that  Journal.  But  mark  ; 
as  it  respects  the  articles  in  question,  Dr.  Forbes  aflirms  that  those  exten- 
sive reviews  of  four  most  eminent  cultivators  of  medical  science  were  "  the 
first  specimen  he  had  had  of  this  person's  writing,  and,  with  one  trifling 
exception,  the  only  one  he  had  ever  had  "  !      Credat  Jmlaus ! 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  plagiarisms  consist  of  thefts  from  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Channing's  works,  and  that  the  imputation  reaches  to  Dr.  Car- 
penter's '•  Principles  of  General  and  Comparative  Physiology."  1  refer 
to  this,  for  the  [)urpose  of  introducing  the  following  coincidence  from  Dr. 
Carpenter's  circular  letter.  "  The  ideas  which  1  have  expressed,"  he 
says,  "'  have  been  so  long  familiar  to  my  mind,  that  I  cannot  imagine  tl^at 
they  involve  anything  peculiarly  Channing-ian.  If  any  correspondence 
do  exist  [!]  it  is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  I  received  my  edu- 
cation from  one,  w  ho  was  for  many  years  the  respected  and  attached 
friend  of  that  illustrious  man,  and  WMOSK  miiid,  cast  in  the  same  mould 
with  HIS,  impressed  MINE  with  those  ha/rits  of  thought,  which  had  led 
to  whatever  similakity  inaij  present  itself  between  our  published  0[)in- 
ions"! ! — (Ml/  capitals  and  Italics.) 

Now,  then,  this  remarkable  fact  never  would  have  been  laid  before  the 
world,  but  for  two  obvious  reasons  ;  namely,  1st,  because  the  parallel  read- 
ings which  occur  in  my  ''  Examination  "  are  convincing ;  and,  therelbre, 
we  have  here,  under  Dr.  Carpenter's  own  signature,  in  his  very  letter  of 
denial,  a  full  admission  that  I  had  ample  ground  for  the  imputation  of 
plagiarism,  even  had  I  not  been  prompted  by  the  wanton  attempt  of  this 
individual  to  falsify  the  hard  labors  of  my  professional  life.  i2nd,  the 
foregoing  remarkable  fact  is  stated,  also,  because  it  is  more  or  less  known 
that  Dr.  Carpenter  was  educated  by  one  who  was  ''  for  many  years  the 
respected  and  attached  friend  of  that  illustrious  man," — but  a  fact  which 
was  wholly  unknown  to  me  till  I  saw  it  stated  in  Dr.  Carpenter's  circular ! ! 

Again,  when  such  fluttering  occurs  among  the  most  callous  critics  of 
this  or  any  other  age,  can  there  be  a  more  substantial  proof  that  my  im- 
putation of  plagiarism  is  powerfully  sustained  ?  Do  such  critics  tremble 
but  under  a  well-merited  lash,  and  this,  too,  when  applied  by  one  whom 
tl'ey  affect  to  hold  in  that  indiOeience  which  is  the  never-failing  resource 
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of  clcl'cat  "r  Docs  nol  the  wIidU-  woild  Ix^Ucvc  thai  my  proof  is  clear,  and 
docs  not  the  tr('i)i<lati()i)  of  llic  rcdotihlahlo  crillcs  evince  llieir  conscious- 
ness ol'  tlie  fact  ?  And  why  does  i\\v.  world  believe  ?  Surely  u])on  rny 
proof,  nol  my  (lictuin.  Dr.  Carpenter  says  to  nie,  "your  chnrf^es  [not 
c/inrgcs]  liavc  been  very  generally  believed  among  iIkjsc  who  do  not 
know  me."  And  who  are  they  that  thus  surrender  their  belief  to  an  un- 
know  n  foreiiiner  aiiainst  one  of  their  o\\  n  cherished  and  much-honored 
countrymen  ?  Who  are  tlu^y  that  thus  forego  an  indomitable  and  ever- 
glorious  national  j)ri(Je,  to  do  a  mortifying  homage  at  the  shritui  (^f  truth  ? 
They  are  illustrious  Englishmen — the  most  illustrious  men  of  the  age — 
such  as  believe  only  upon  yroof  when  character  is  impugned.  Nor — I 
repeat  it — was  a  humble  republican  of  America  at  all  likely  to  gain  in- 
dulgence but  upon  the  abstract  merits  of  his  cause.  Let  it  then  be 
known,  that  1  disli-ibuted  eight  hundred  copies  of  my  "Examination" 
amongst  the  sravans  of  Europe,  and  in  every  instance,  but  one  or  two, 
iheir  names  are  publicly  enrolled  as  employed  in  the  cause  of  science. 
To  those  same  t!cntlcmen  1  shall  transmit  these  remarks. 

And  yet  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be  in  error,  and,  what  is  very  un- 
usual, upon  such  a  question,  the  intellectual  world  may  be  in  error  also. 
Let  us  then  inquire,  which  is  the  greater  offence — an  act  of  plagiarism 
by  a  critic,  or  a  systematic  tissue  of  misrepresentations,  by  the  same  critic, 
of  one  of  the  most  laborious  works  that  has  ever  come  from  the  medical 
press?  To  prove  this  falsification  was  the  ?n«?*?i  object  of  my  "  Exami- 
nation." Wliy,  then,  so  much  solicitude  about  the  plagiarisms,  and  none 
at  all  about  iha  falsehoods  1  Dr.  Carpenter  complains,  in  his  letter  to 
me,  of  the  injury  which  will  result  to  him  from  my  imputation  ;  and  had 
there  been  one  word  of  regret  in  that  letter  at  the  furious  assault  which 
had  been  made  upon  my  labors,  and  even  my  character,  it  would  have 
paralyzed  my  arm  forever.  But,  he  seems  utterly  insensible  to  the  injury 
which  would  have  resulted  to  myself  from  his  libellous  attack,  had  I  not 
published  that  "  Examination  "  under  which  he  is  now  doing  a  bitter 
penance.  There  is,  however,  no  parallel  in  our  cases.  1  was  marked 
as  an  innocent  victim  by  the  unprincipled  editor,  and  his  ever-ready  scribe 
rejoiced  in  the  opportunity.  The  dispensations  of  justice  were  against 
them.  The  guilty  have  fallen  ;  and  now  they  come  before  the  world 
with  a  selfishness  which  is  truly  characteristic  of  the  trade  they  follow. 

I  trust  that  the  public  will  not  be  led  away  by  die  wailings  of  wound- 
ed pride  from  the  main  object  of  my  "  Examination  of  Reviews," 
which  was  to  expose  die  scandalous  system  of  reviewing  by  a  part  of  the 
London  medical  press,  which  is  mostly  conducted  by  young  aspirants 
who  endeavor  to  sacrifice  all  but  their  own  cliques,  or,  at  most,  lavish 
their  praises  upon  the  works  of  others  which  they  know  to  have  fallen 
"  dead-born  from  the  press."  If  our  par  nohile  fratrum  have  been 
caught  at  last,  shall  they  be  permitted  to  effect  their  escape  under  a  cry 
that  is  foreign  to  the  great  object  of  my  "  Examination  "  ?  I  certainly 
feel  but  \vcnj  Utile  interest  in  the  afliiir  of  the  p)la<riarismSj  beyond  the 
fullest  disposition  to  be  just  to  othei*s,  and  to  sustain  the  truth.  And, 
while  adverting  to  the  leading  medical  prc'sses  of  London,  as  well,  also, 
10  show  with  what  consideration  the  imputed  plagiarisms  were  received  in 
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Kiimpe.  1  \m)I  lake  lUe  libetty  of  qihM-nc  n  pan^mph  ffoiu  a  leiier 
vUiK-h  1  liAve  iiisi  ivct»i%-ed  (txnn  as  c  ^opber  as  advYus 

hun  j>ersv .  .;  ; .  .v.  ........^  . .  ..rx*  wn^iwii   ..  v .tu 

hmi.     Thii> : — 

"  Okar  Sir, — i  ^f*'  to  tktmk  ^m/or  fAe  copy  of  u»:f  /'  :  iin<i- 
tiom*  H-kicK  y>m  ^rertto  kind  as  to  semi  «f,  mmd  tckich  I  h.:.:  :..  /j/rti- 
smrt  of  rrtYM  * -'  'i  few  dm^$  njfo.  The  txposurt  of  Dr,  C^irwnurs 
pia^rism  .  ^ixk/.      The  ^hoit  system  o/  amonymoms  metiiaii  re- 

tutrtmjr  im  thts  coMntry  is  dis^racetuiy  comdMaed  as  it  is  almost  cMtirefy 
h^  tkelMnds  o/  a  set  of  pert  ^t»v^,  at  most  bm  jmt  emers^ed  from  their 
medicai  stmiiesS^ 

Pinally  ;  il  is  unnecessary  lo  5aiy  thai  there  b  no  other  aiteinpi  lo  es- 
cape fa-^u  the  paxki"  by  which  I  so  varkxijJy  ideniified  Dr.  Carpt-nior  as 
ihe  author  of  tite  review  of  n\v  **  Cotninoniaries/'  ilian  the  loUowin^ 
prevaricaiinij  pasN.i^  with  which  Dr.  Caijvuier^s  cianilar  letter  com- 
mences, and  which,  of  course,  is  e<jui\*aleui  to  an  aihnissiou  oJ"  lite  au- 
ihoiship,  bowerer  he  may  be  disposed  lo  screeti  himselt  behind  bis  ac- 
comnKxbting  friend.     Thus: — 

**  Having  just  r^^eiveil  faun  Dr.  Paine  a  copy  of  hb    *  Examination  ' 

of  the  Critique  on  his  Medical  and  PhysioJoi;*K"al  Commentaries,  whK^h 

the  April  number  of  the  Britisli  and  FoaMpi  Meilical  Ke- 

lo  my  great  surprise,  ihai   Dr.  P.  has  thought  himself  justi- 

fieii — nol  only  in  singling  me  out  as  the  Author  of  il,  and  in  animadverting 
upon  wbai  be  considers  lo  be  its  misrepresentations,  as  if  they  were  miney 
iheri'  'w^  that  a  matter  of  pergonal  J/^     -    n  between 

us,  L  .       .   the  Keview  holds  himself  a^^      -     e/    ^:o. 

This  is  all  the  aiojieii^ent  1  receive  for  the  wrong  atiempted  by  Dr. 
I  .r:  whilst  >  himself  up  as  an  injured  man  because  he  was 
I.. iate  at  the  ^  '  •  -  •  •'  '••;'■"  As  to  hts  "surprise  at  be- 
ing singled  out  as  i        \  -     ve  considereil  more  maturely 

the  spirit  of  the  following  pass;^ge  which  occurs  in  my  •*  Elxamination." 
This: — ^**  Thai  great  and  dignified  critic,  Samuel  Johnson,  advises  au- 
thors— •  to  consider  how  they  whom  publication  lays  open  to  the  insuits 
of  such  as  their  ohsntrittf  secures  against  reprisals,  may  extricate  them- 
selves frojii  unexj^ected  encoimters,*     It  is  obvious  that  one  ol'  ihe  bwpor- 
[:.:•:  expedients,  in  cases  of  this  nature,  lies  in  i  he  veil,  and  sur- 

y  .y\u^  the  otifender."     That  1  was  correct  in  M..  . .  .... :i.  1  presume  that 

cNlii  Dr.  Carpenter  will  most  readily  allow. 

But,  take  a  pa>sai:e  to  which  I  have  already  referred  for  another  pur- 
pose from  Dr.  Foft>es*s  letier,  in  which,  with  a  view  to  protecting  Dr. 
Carpenter  against  the  charge  of  being  the  author  of  the  review  of  Hun- 
ter's, Macartney's,  CarswelPs  and  Rasori's,  works,  he  unwittingly  avows 
that  Dr.  Carpenter  is  the  author  of  the  Renew  o(  Paine's  Commentaries. 
Indeevl,  he  even  founds  an  argument  upon  the  avowal.  The  authorship 
being  admitied.  Dr.  Forbes  then  proceeds  to  show  that  Dr.  Carpenter 
mtist  DOt  be  held  responsible  for  other  articles  because  he  employed  the 
editorial  tre  in  his  reference  to  oibers,  in  hb  review  of  Paiue's  Com- 
meotanes. 
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"  It  is  siiiL,'ular  tliat  Dr.  I'a'mc  should  Iiavcbecn  so  ii,moranl  oftlie  ordi- 
nary nu)do  of  {•oiuluctiiii:;  a  Jicvic.w,  as  not  to  know  tliat  the  rcfercuco 
from  Olio  article  to  anollicr  is  no  proof  whatever  of  th(5  identity  of  the 
authorsliip  of  the  two — even  when  this  rol'erence  is  niad(^  hy  the  writer  of 
the  latter  artiel(\  Uut,  most  eommoiilv,  such  references  are  made;  by  tho 
Kditor,  without  anv  couimuuieatiou  with  the  original  writer,  iu  the  exer- 
cise  of  the  privil<'L;;es  inherent  in  thi?  ollice  of  tlie  <^real  editorial  WK." 

The  forefijoinir  is  the  shufiliui;  to  which  I  have  before  referred  as  misre- 
presentim,^  the  nutans  l)y  whicli  I  have  connected  Dr.  Carpenter  with  va- 
rious articles  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Ixeview.  The  impotent 
attempt  which  is  made  in  the  circular  letters  to  imply  that  Dr.  Carpenter 
is  not  the  author  of  the  review  of  my  "Commentaries,"  in  opposition 
to  the  various  and  overwhelmini]:  proof  contained  in  my  "Examination," 
and  the  simultaneous  betrayal  of  this  attempt  at  deception,  as  well  as  the 
other  exposures  which  1  have  now  made,  divest  the  lettei^  of  all  claim 
to  credibility,  even  were  not  the  parties  arrai<^ucd  for  an  otFence  whicli 
demands  other  proof  of  innocence  than  the  mere  nei^ative  of  the  inculpated. 
But,  I  also  repeat  it,  these  two  letters  not  only  establish  the  guilt  of  Dr. 
Carpenter  as  it  respects  bis  misrepresentation  of  my  labors,  and  of  my 
character,  but  go  far  to  fix  upon  him  the  stabi  of  phti^inrism.  In  his  fu- 
ture attempt  to  wipe  away  this  stain,  it  will  be  well  to  express  some  con- 
trition at  the  magnitude  of  the  offence  which  was  perpetrated  in  relation 
to  myself. 

I  have  always  been  sensible  that  I  bad  but  little  to  bope,  at  present, 
from  the  medical  press  of  Europe  ;  nor  have  I  been  mistaken  in  the  esti- 
mate 1  had  formed  of  a  portion  of  the  press  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
I  have  never  apprehended,  however,  that  full  justice  would  not  ultimately 
come,  when  this  "  age  of  pamphlets  "  shall  have  passed,  and  therefore  1  have 
looked  with  comparative  indifference  upon  the  treatment  which  1  have  re- 
ceived, though  with  a  stern  determination  to  protect  myself  against  every 
act  of  injustice  from  sources  entitled  to  consideration.  That  tears  of  edi- 
torial sympathy  will  now  deluge  the  European  hemisphere,  cannot  be 
doubted  ;  but,  whether  the  flood  will  be  increased  from  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  time  can  only  disclose.  In  the  meanwhile,  I  shall  prepare  my- 
self for  the  coming  of  the  waters,  and  be  ready  with  my  Ark  for  a  "  nine 
days'  "  storm.  1  am,  .Mr.  Editor,  most  respectfully  yours, 

y^eiv  York,  416  JTroomc  street.  ^Iaiityn  Paine. 

December  24,  1841. 

P.  S. — I  shall  esteem  it  a  favor,  as  well  as  an  act  of  justice,  if  those 
journals  which  may  publish  Dr.  Carpenter's  circular  letter  to  Professor 
Dunglison,  or  other  communications  from  Dr.  Forbes  relative  to  the  im- 
puted plagiarisms,  will  give  the  foregoing  comments  an  insertion. 

M.  Paine. 


DR.   JICREMIAII    WILLIAMS. 

[Communicated  for  Uie  lio^JtOD  Medicul  nnd  Surgical  Journal.] 

Died,  in  Wanen,  December  31st,  Jeremiah  Williams,  M.D.,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Rhode  Island  INiedical  Society,  aged   55  years.     Dr.  Wil- 
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liains  lias  been  for  more  than  lliirty  years  in  very  extensive  practice,  and 
well  deserved  the  liigh  confidence  reposed  in  his  skill,  lie  albo  filled  a 
wide  sphere  of  action  as  an  enterprising  and  useful  citizen.  He  was  one 
of  the  few  surviving  petitioners  for  the  charter  of  the  Medical  Society  in 
181!2  ;  was  active  and  etHcient  in  establishing  and  supporting  the  VVar- 
ren  Seminary,  the  friends  of  which  will  long  have  reason  to  feel  and  la- 
ment his  departure ;  and  he  contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of  other 
useful,  benevolent  and  rclii^ious  enterprises  of  his  town.  As  a  practi- 
tioner he  was  bold  and  eihcient — thought  for  himself,  and  was  a  close 
observer  of  nature  as  well  as  reader  of  books.  By  industry  and  enter- 
prise in  mercantile  and  professional  business  he  acquired  a  large  estate, 
but  when  about  ready  to  enjoy  it  in  quiet  retirement,  he  was,  by  the  in- 
scrutable order  of  Providence,  sunmioned  to  another  state  of  being,  there 
to  receive,  as  his  afflicted  family  and  friends  have  abundant  reason  to 
hope,  the  approving  sentence  of  '^  well  done  good  and  faithful  servant^ 

P. 


ON  THE    HARDENING  OF   THE   UNGUENT.   HYDRARGYRI    NITRATIS. 

The  action  of  nitrous  acid  and  nitrate  of  mercury  upon  the  fixed  oils  and 
fats  has  been  pretty  fully  investigated  by  the  continental  chemists,  and 
they  have  divided  them  into  two  divisions,  viz.,  the  drying  oils  and  the 
lat  oils,  according  to  the  effects  that  nitrous  acid  and  atmospheric  air  have 
upon  them.  The  former  of  these  absorb  oxygen  on  exposure  to  the  air, 
becoming  a  transparent  hard  mass,  but  are  not  solidified  by  the  acid. 
The  fat  oils,  on  the  contrary,  become  solid  when  nitrous  acid  is  added 
to  them,  to  which  the  name  of  glaidine  has  been  given,  and  which  is 
solid  at  ordinary  temperatures ;  but  if  a  small  quantity  of  any  drying  oil 
(as  linseed,  poppyseed,  hempseed,or  walnut)  be  added  to  them,  it  greatly 
modifies  and  retards  their  solidification. 

Referring  to  the  very  different  result,  as  to  hardness  and  color,  which 
has  been  obtained  by  different  manufacturers  of  ung.  hydr.  nitr.,  Mr. 
Kemp  says,  "  how  to  account  for  the  difference  which  exists  in  the  pre- 
paration when  only  olive  oil  and  lard  are  used,  is  certainly  a  matter  of 
considerable  difficulty  ;  it  probably  depends  upon  the  manipulation  and 
the  proportion  of  the  ingredients  used  ;  and  1  \vt)uld  ask,  whether  in 
some  instances  the  fat  oil  may  not  have  been  contaminated  with  some  oil 
of  a  drying  nature  ?" 

We  had  made  a  passing  allusion  to  this  subject  in  our  notice  of  Dr. 
Liebig's  work  "on  Oily  Acids,"  before  the  receipt  of  IMr.  Kemp's  com- 
munication. It  appears  from  Mr.  Alsop's  paper  "on  Ung.  Hydr.  Nitr.," 
that  the  two  points  upon  which  the  success  of  the  preparation  princi- 
pally depends,  are  the  proportion  of  acid  employed  and  the  temperature 
at  which  the  mixture  of  the  acid  solution  with  the  fat  is  effected.  We 
can  speak  from  experience  to  the  fact,  that  where  due  attention  is  paid 
to  the  strength  of  the  acid,  so  as  to  make  the  equivalent  equal  to  that 
ordered  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  the  ointment  never  becomes  hard  or  dis- 
colored.    On  the  other  hand,  when  the  proportion  of  acid  is  deficient. 
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the  liardcnliiir,  we  believe,  always  lakes  place.  This  iiniforrnity  of  re- 
suU,  under  the  eireuinslaiices  iiulicaled,  Nsoiild  seem  to  pn.'clude  the  pio- 
babihly  of  ihe  coiisisiciiee  dt-pendiiiL;  upon  llie  ^f(.'nuineiiess  of  the  ohve 
oil,  as  siiLjgested  by  Mr.  Kemp.  VVc  agree,  however,  with  w  hal  aj)[)ears 
to  be  I\Ir.  Kemp's  opinion,  lliat  the  hardenini,'  of  the  ointment  is  most 
likely  cansed  by  the  conversion  of  the  oleine  into  the  elaidine.  The 
j)rincipal  diflicnlty  consists  in  acconnting  for  the  dillerenco  of  effect  whcire 
the  proportions  of  acid  are  dillercnt,  for  if  nitrate  of  mercniy  and  nitrons 
acid  are  capable  of  converting  oleine  into  elaidine,  it  mii^ht  be  inferr(!d 
that  the  chani;e  wonld  be  most  complete,  and  the  ointment  consecjnently 
the  hardest,  where  the  lar<;(;st  proportion  of  acid  was  nsed.  But  this  is 
not  found  practically  to  be  the  case. 

We  wonld  observe  that  the  conversion  of  olein<j  into  elaidine  is  not 
cansed  by  the  action  of  jnire  nitrate  of  mercury  or  nitric  acid,  but  is  due 
to  the  hyponitrous  acid  which  is  held  in  solution  in  recently  made  nitrate 
of  mercury,  and  also  in  the  fumini^  nitrous  acid.  It  would  be  important, 
therefore,  to  determine  whether  the  nitric  solution  of  mercury  made  with 
excess  of  acid,  as  directed  in  the  Pharmacopa'ia,  contains  as  much  hy- 
ponitrous acid  as  it  would  if  the  proportion  of  nitric  acid  were  smaller. 
The  subject  requires  a  careful  investigation,  and  would  afford  matter  for 
an  interesting  paper  at  some  future  meeting  of  our  society. — Pharmaccu- 
tical  Transactions. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL    JOURNAL. 
BOSTON,     JANUARY    19,    1842. 


OBJECTS  AND   NATURE   OF   MEDICAL   SCIENCE. 

Such  is  the  title  of  Dr.  Bartlelt's  lecture  (previously  referred  to)  on 
the  3J  of  November,  at  Lexington,  Ky.  He  commences  by  saying — "  I 
am  to  leach  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  and  I  propose  to  devote 
the  first  hour  of  our  official  relationship  as  teacher  and  pupils,  to  an  ex- 
plicit statement  of  my  own  conception  of  some  of  the  fundamental  duties 
which  belong  to  my  department." 

Knowing  the  character  of  Dr.  Bartlelt's  mind,  and  the  careful  scrutiny 
to  which  everything  is  subjected  that  is  brought  within  his  sphere  of 
thought,  we  were  prepared  for  just  the  kind  of  discourse  this  proves  to  be 
— viz.,  a  philosophical  examination  of  the  duties  belonging  to  the  chair  to 
which  he  was  recently  elected.  Dr.  B.  reasons  :  he  is  not  accustomed 
to  jump  at  conclusions.  In  defining  the  nature  of  the  science  and  art  of 
medicine,  he  displays  that  evidence  of  mature  deliberation  and  power  of 
analysis,  which  always  commands  respect,  and  influences  the  minds  of 
others. 

Men  of  high  intellectual  attainments  will  diiTer  upon  the  question — 
in  what  does  the  science  of  medicine  consist  ?  It  is  as  certain,  too,  that 
the  schools  will  never  agree  harmoniously  in  the  doctrines  which  are 
occasionally  taught,  as  lately  discovered   principles.     Great  laws  are  ad- 
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mitted  to  exist,  and  derangements  of  the  vital  functions  are  also  admitted, 
in  individual  cases  ;  but  how  lliey  are  produced,  or  in  what  manner  ihey 
can  most  readily  and  safely  be  restored,  has  kept  the  medical  world  by 
the  ears  since  the  ay^e  of  Hippocrates  ;  and  though  we  by  no  means  wiah 
to  alarm  pathological  peace-makers,  we  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  a 
medical  millennium  is  still  in  the  obscurity  of  the  future. 

"  The  true  purpose  of  all  viedical  science  differs,"  says  Dr.  B.,  "  in 
no  respect,  from  that  of  the  other  sciences.  I  shall  speak  only  of  that 
department  to  which  our  own  investigations  are  to  be  more  particularly 
confined.  The  chair  which  I  occupy  and  the  branch  which  we  are  to  study 
is  designated  by  the  title  of  "  The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine." 
It  embraces  the  entire  natural  history  of  disease,  and  the  best  methods 
for  its  mitigation  and  removal.  Its  legitimate  object  is  the  investigation 
and  ascertainment  of  all  the  phenomena  of  morbid  action — the  relations 
of  these  phenomena  to  each  other,  and  to  their  causes — and,  also,  to  those 
substances  and  agents  in  nature  which  are  endowed  with  the  property  of 
influencing  and  modifying  them.  It  is  possible  enough,  that  this  announce- 
ment may  seem  to  you,  after  all  this  apparent  flourish  of  trumpets,  no 
very  momentous  or  important  atlair ;  but  let  me  assure  you,  that,  simple 
as  it  may  seem,  you  will  find  it  to  be  a  principle  pregnant,  like  all  true  prin- 
ciples, with  almost  infinite  results." 

We  have  room  but  for  one  more  extract. 

"  There  is  one  aspect  in  which  the  phenomena  of  the  living  economy, 
both  in  health  and  disease,  approach  very  nearly  in  invariableness  and 
absoluteness  to  those  of  inanimate  matter.  I  mean  when  these  phenomena 
are  considered  in  great  aggregates — on  a  vast  scale.  When  this  is  done, 
we  see  these  laws  developing  and  manifesting  themselves,  with  a  majestic 
regularity,  like  that  which  carries  the  planets  round  the  sun.  Nothing 
can  be  more  doubtful  than  the  duration  of  life,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of 
a  particular  individual  ;  but  when  the  observation  o^  ihis  fact,  the  duration 
of  life,  is  extended  from  one  to  a  million  or  to  a  hundred  millions,  the 
averas^e  pei'iod  becomes  one  of  great  certainty  and  correctness.  Of  two 
individuals  born  on  the  same  day,  and  with  apparently  equal  prospects  of 
life,  one  may  finish  his  career  in  an  hour,  and  the  other  may  reach  the 
age  of  a  century  of  years;  but  of  a  hundred  thousand  born  in  a  given 
continuous  period  of  time,  the  mean  duration  of  life  in  the  first  fifty  thou- 
sand will  not  probably  vary,  to  any  appreciable  extent,  from  that  in  the 
second  fifty  thousand.  The  whole  science  of  vital  statistics  consists  of 
these  extensive  observations  and  generalizations.  The  same  process  may 
be  applied,  to  some  extent,  to  the  phenomena  of  disease,  and  the  result 
will  be  certain  general,  apjyroximative  laws — laws  o{  degree  ox  proportion, 
as  we  may  call  them.  For  instance,  although  nothing  can  be  more  un- 
certain, in  the  case  of  an  individual  who  is  exposed  to  the  causes  of  tu- 
berculous disease,  in  which  side  of  the  chest  the  morbid  disposition  will 
commence,  still  of  a  very  large  number,  say  a  thousand,  it  may  very  con- 
fidently be  predicted  that  two  thirds  will  have  the  left  lung  affected  before 
the  right.  In  other  words,  observation  seems  to  have  established  the  fact, 
that  in  about  two  thirds  of  the  cases  of  tuberculous  phthisis,  the  morbid 
.disposition  begins  in  the  left  lung.  This  predilection,  then,  of  the  morbid 
element  for  the  left  lung,  may  be  considered,  properly  enough,  a  laio  of 
pathologij.  Similar  remarks  may  be  made  in  regard  to  very  many  other 
morbid  phenomena.  But  we  are  not  to  forget,  that  however  absolutely 
and  positively  we  may  express  these  general  laws — when  applied  to  vast 
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ncTfTvorraies — llic  prartical  and  juMnal  (Icaliii;^  of  liic  pliysician  is  with  in- 
dividual cases  : — and  lliat  liure  llic  law  deduced  frotri  ihc  great  arjgrcf^ate, 
as  ail  aviTai^c  or  proportionale  result,  nuiy  fail  entirely  in  its  ap[)li(:ali()n." 
We  have  knouu  Dr.  Hartlelt  lu're  ai  ilie  North  a  lon:,^  while,  and  shall 
not,  llu'relore,  he  inallenlive  to  his  prospe-rily.  lie  has  moved  to  a  more 
£jenial  climate,  where  we  douht  not  his  talents  are  appreciiileii,  and  where 
the  sphere  of  his  usefulness  will  uhimalely  c(pial  the  deserts  of  a  scholar, 
a  candid  medical  philosopher  and  a  gentleman. 


History  and  Pj'ogrcss  of  Vkrenoloiry. — New  thinfrs  hecome  old,  and 
old  ones  sometimes  become  new.  Such  is  the  condition  of  llie  once 
novel,  excitiniif,  and  now  much-abused  science  of  phrenolo^ry.  y\lthonf,'h 
advocated  by  some  of  the  most  jjrofound  men  of  the  a^^o,  it  has  been  the 
misfortune  of  phrenology  to  be  the  hobby  of  little  minds,  and  hence  the 
division  of  sentiment  upon  the  subject. 

The  volume  before  us  was  publi.shed  at  Buffalo  in  1S.39  ;  but  it  is  really, 
to  us,  a  recent  afl'air.  It  is  a  work  of  common  sense,  by  a  learned  man,  and 
therefore  totally  different  in  its  character  from  the  mass  of  treatises  which 
have  been  elaborated  in  this  country  upon  the  same  fruitful  topic.  The 
author  is  R.  W.  Haskins,  A.M.,  the  ingenious  author  of  an  admirable  sys- 
tem of  astronomy,  designed  for  schools,  which  we  hope  will  finally  be  ex- 
tensively introduced  in  Massachusetts.  Some  of  the  plates  are  good  like- 
nesses :  we  recognized  Dr.  Spurzheim,  Mr.  Geo.  Combe,  and  Dr.  Charles 
Caldwell,  as  particularly  accurate.  We  cannot  very  conveniently  make 
extracts  ;  yet  the  plan  and  execution  of  the  book  is  such  as  to  commend 
itself  to  all  friends  of  phrenology,  far  and  near.  In  a  literary  point  of 
view  it  will  compare  favorably  with  the  writings  of  those  who  have  made 
more  noise  in  the  world  than  Mr.  Haskins,  without  being  half  as  erudite, 
or  accomplished  in  scholastic  wisdom. 


Harcard  University  Circular. — A  catalogue  of  the  members  of  the  pre- 
sent class  attending  medical  lectures  in  Boston,  just  published,  has  118 
names  upon  it,  which  is  truly  encouraging.  The  class  has  not  been  so 
large  before,  for  many  years.  Since  students  cannot  be  better  taught  in 
any  other  place,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  number  should  not  be  con- 
stantly increasing.  Surely  the  facilities  for  obtaining  knowledge  cannot 
be  questioned.  The  circular  plainly  states  the  course  pursued  in  this  ex- 
cellent school,  so  that  no  one  will  be  disappointed  who  visits  it  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  pupil.  Flereafter  two  full  courses  of  lectures  will  be  required 
in  this  institution,  of  candidates  for  a  degree  of  doctor  in  medicine.  But 
for  one  of  these  courses  "  a  substitute  may  be  received  in  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  any  other  medical  institution  in  which  the  number  of  teachers  is 
not  less  than  six,  and  in  which  the  time  occupied  by  lectures  is  not  less 
than  four  months."  The  idea  is  becoming  exlensivelv  difl'used,  that  the 
lecture  terms,  generally,  in  this  country,  are  too  short.  Four  months  is 
thought  better  than  three.  Several  schools  are  therefore  modifying  their 
old  system  of  operations. 


Mortality  of  Boston  in  IS  11. — It  is  gratifying  to  speak  of  the  good 
condition  of  the  public  health  in  this  city.  The  number  of  deaths  in  1841 
was  less  than  in  ISIO — being  only  1919.  The  year  was  not  characterized, 
as  we  have  before  remarked,  by  the  prevalence  of  any  epidemic,  and  yet 
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a  considerable  number  of  persons  died  of  one  or  two  disea5?es. — S4  died  of 
lung-  fever,  as  expressed  on  the  otticial  returns,  87  of  scarlet  fever,  37  of 
hooping  cough,  108  of  infantile  diseases,  256  of  pulmonary  consumption, 
28  of  diseases  of  the  heart,  57  of  >nmllpox,  87  of  measles,  55  of  old  age, 
&c.  Such  is  the  vigilance  of  the  internal  health  department  of  the  city, 
in  speedily  removing  all  offensive  accumulations  of  decomposable  matter 
from  the  streets,  that  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  population,  and  the 
prodigious  daily  influx  of  strangers  by  tho  railroads,  and  from  the  ocean, 
the  city  is  unsurpassed  in  the  general  health  of  its  inhabitants. 


Requisitions  for  hecomiiig  a  Member  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association. 
— A  stranger,  through  the  post-ofFice,  who  wishes  to  ascertain  the  condi- 
tions for  becoming  a  member  of  this  Association,  is  informed  that  a  pro- 
fessional gentleman,  establishing  himself  in  the  city,  simply  waits  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Association,  and  exhibits  his  testimonials — which 
must  either  be  a  medical  degree  from  a  reputable  college,  known  to  confer 
such  honors,  or  a  license  from  the  State  Medical  Society.  He  signs  the 
by-laws,  and  at  once  is  in  good  fellowship  with  the  members,  who  are  no- 
tified of  his  admission.  If  the  canilidate,  however,  has  not  a  license,  he 
can  apply  to  the  Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  who  will  examine 
him,  and  if  qualified,  grant  one.  He  can  then  enter  the  Association,  and  is 
at  once  entitled  to  its  privileges,  without  the  payment  of  any  matriculating 
fee.  Medical  strangers, of  proper  qualifications,  are  nowhere  treated  with 
more  marked  kindness,  than  by  this  excellent  Institution. 


Co?nparative  Anatomy. — Those  who  investigated  the  structure  of  the 
ourang  outang  skeleton  which  was  prepared  by  a  medical  gentleman  of 
Boston,  some  twenty  years  ago,  have  now  a  rare  opportunity  of  examininjg 
the  living  animal,  in  Washington  street,  which  may  not  occur  again  in 
half  a  century.  Ten  minutes  devoted  to  the  examination  of  the  head, 
facial  expression,  muscular  developments,  and  general  external  character- 
istics, of  this  fine  specimen,  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  a  man  of  scientific 
pursuits,  than  whole  tomes  of  descriptive  writing  even  from  the  highest 
authority. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetric  Medicine  and  Surgery. — From 
the  press  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  has  been  issued  a  very  large  and 
elegant  volume,  the  first  American  edition,  entitled  "  The  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Obstetric  Medicine  and  Surgery,  in  reference  to  the  Process 
of  Parturition,  by  Francis  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.,  <^'C.  (f*c.,"  which  has 
a  more  than  ordinarv  claim  to  be  carefully  examined  by  medical  editors, 
since  the  author  is  identified  with  all  that  can  with  propriety  be  called 
improvement  in  either  of  the  departments  to  which  this  great  work  is 
especially  devoted.  As  it  is  truly  massive,  we  prefer  to  take  lime  for  its 
analysis,  assuring  the  publishers,  however,  as  well  as  the  profession  gene- 
rally, that  our  impressions,  even  now,  are  decidedly  favorable.  There  are 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  plates,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  royal 
octavo  pages  of  text. 


Minute  Anatomy. — Generally,  we  pay  no  sort  of  regard  to  anonymous 
correspondents,  because,  when  a  man  entertains  honorable    intentions,  he 
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shonltl  never  conceal  his  name.  The  writer  of  a  note  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, some  weeks  a^o,  wlio  crilicizcil  prelty  freely  upon  f^omelhinf,''  of 
which  lie  jirobahly  knew  less  than  he  imaL,Mne{|,  will  urxJerstarid,  by  this, 
thai  he  would  be  iroaled  respectfully,  if  we  knew  to  whom  we  were  speak- 
inLr.  The  technical  expressions  to  which  allusion  was  made,  were  correct. 
The  sutures  were  not  followed.  If  the  divisions  between  the  healthy  and 
diseased  parts  had  followed  the  natural  line  of  connection,  then  the  de- 
scription would  have  been  incorrect.  The  instrument  swept  throuj^h  as 
related  ;  and  it  is  presumed  besides  that  the  account  was  correct,  since  it 
was  thus  related  by  him  who  had  the  skill  to  accomplish  the  difTicult 
undertaking. 

Mortality  in  ISll. — In  Hillsborough,  N.  C,  there  were  only  1'3  deaths 
during  the  past  year,  in  a  population  of  about  1000,  besides  about  I-'jO 
scholars  in  the  different  schools — viz.,  3  whites  and  10  colored.  There 
were  37  births — viz.,  8  white  males,  and  7  white  females  ;  12  colored 
males,  and  10  colored  females. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  during  the  year  ISll,  in  a 
population  of  1560,  is  31 — 19  males,  and  12  females,  exclusive  of  still- 
births. Five  died  under  1  year,  3  between  I  and  o,  2  between  5  and  10, 
5  belween'lO  and  20,  1  between  20  and  30,  3  between  30  and  40,  3  be- 
tween 40  and  50,  1  between  50  and  60,  2  between  60  and  70,  3  between 
70  and  SO,  1  between  80  and  90,  1  at  90,  and  1  at  97.  Although  the 
season  has  been  generally  healthful,  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  town  is  large  ;  1  to  50J  very  nearly.  More  than  the  usual 
number  died  at  advanced  age,  making  the  duration  of  life  about  34J  years. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  and  town  of  Hartford  (except- 
ing West  Hartford  and  the  Alms  House),  during  the  year  which  has  just 
closed,  is  191.     In  1840  the  number  was  188. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  town  of  New  Haven,  for  the  year 
1841,  was  315 — 25  of  whom  were  colored  persons. 


New  Medical  Appointment. — Henry  Bronson,  M.D.,  of  Waterbury,  has 
received  the  nomination  for  the  vacant  Professorship  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics,  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  ColIei:e.  This  iren- 
tleman  is  well  known  as  a  classical  writer,  a  profound  scholar  and  a  judi- 
cious medical  practitioner :  and  the  friends  of  the  Institution  will  be  cfrati- 
fied  to  learn  that  the  chair  is  to  be  filled  with  such  distinguished  ability. 


Married. — In   West  Boylston,   Dr.  Josiali  Abbott,  of  Marlborough,  to  Miss 
Arminda,  daughter  of  Deacon  Joscpii  White,  of  W.  B. 


Died,— At  Warren,  R.  I.,  Jeremiah  Williams,  M.D.,  5.").— At  Vicksburg,  Miss., 
Dr.  Brown,  in  a  quarrel. 


vcr,  1— liver  complaint,  1— disca-^e  of  tlic  liniiii,  1— iiifHUiilf,  .3— paniljsis.  I 
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There  will  he  a  Stated  Mcttiiig  of  the  CoimscllortJ  of  this   .S()ri<  ly  at  iht-ir  room,  Ma.«nnir  Temple 

on  Wednesday,  liie  stcoiid  day  of  February,   at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  (JEOIiCiK  \V.  OTIS    JR.    ' 

J.  19— tin  Recording  Secretary. 
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CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEOE. 

The  aiiii'jal  LeclnreH  in  the  Casiletoii  Medical  College,  late  Veriiioiit  AcMilemy  of  Medicine,  will  be 
coiuriieiiced  on  the  secuiid  Tiiesduy,  Hth  ot  March,  lw42,  and  tie  cunliiiued  tburteeii  weekH. 

tJeiieral,  Special  and  Surgieal  Anatomy,  by  James  McClintoc  k,  M.i). 

Materia  Mediia,  Therapeiuic^  and  Obsteiiii  s,  by  Jo.ski-h   Pehkinis,  M.D. 

riiiH'i|)les  and  Practice  of  Siirijery,  by   Fuv\k  II.   ll\.Mii/io\,  M.l). 

Thei»ry   and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  D.wiu  M.  UbK.st;,  M.L). 

Pli>.siolos[y,(Jeneial  Paihulngy,  and  Operative  Obstetrics,  by  Chal'ncey  L.  Mitchell,  M.D. 

Clieniislry  and  Pharmacy,  by  VVilli.vm  M.vthkh,  M.l). 

Opiitlialiaic  Anatomy    and  .Snrijery,  by  William  C.   Wallace,  M.U. 

Medical  .Inrj.sprndeMce,  by  William  P.  Kuhsell,  M.l). 

Uemoitiilrator  of  Anatomy,  Ehhekt  Ja.mieson,  M.l). 

Fees  for  the  course,  !i>.j.5.  Matriculating  fee,  ^.5.  Fee  for  those  who  have  attended  two  full  course* 
at  other  regular  medical  institution.s,  jjilo.     Evpeuse  of  boardinii,  &ic.  i^^.'SU  to  $2,2.'j. 

In  the  last  cour.-ie  a  number  uf  surgical  o[»erations  were  performed  before  the  class;  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of  such  cases  will  be  much  greater  during'  the  ne\t  term. 

Castleton,  ^'^,  Jan.  %  1842.  J,  12.— 2m  JOSLPH  PERKINS,  Registrar. 

MASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Censors'  Meeti.\o.— There  will  be  a  meetinij  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District  and  for  the  Society 
on  Wednesday,  the  26th  day  of  January,  lb42,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  the  house  of  the  subscriber,  No. 
9  Franklin  |)lace.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  Hecretary  of  Censors. 

Boston,  Dec.  27,  1841.  Jan  5— tm 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  undersisned  have  united  for  the  purpose  of  receiviui?  students  iu  medicine  and  affording  them  a 
complete  professional  education.     The  followinj?  are  some  of  the  advantages  which  are  offered. 

Students  will  be  admitted  to  the  medical  and  sur<,'ical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  the  Inlirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Lungs.  At  the  Hospital,  Dr.  Dovvditch  will  deliver  a 
course  of  clinical  lectures-,  and  there,  but  more  particularly  at  the  lutinnary,  the  students  will  *e 
practised  in  the  physical  examination  of  pulmomiry  diseases. 

Occasional  opportunities  will  be  had  for  private  practice  iu  midwifery,  surgery,  &c.,  in  one  of  the 
largest  dispensaries  of  the  city. 

Arrangei.'ieuts  have  been  made  for  an  abundant  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
and  students  may  feel  assured  nothing  will  be  wanting  in  this  department. 

A  meeting  of  the  students  tor  the  |)urpose  of  refiorting  cases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, will  be  held  weekly,  under  the  su|)erintendence  of  one  of  the  instructers. 

Gentlemen,  previous  to  presenting  themselves  for  their  degrees,  will  be  specially  and  minutely 
examined  in  the  different  branches  with  a   view  to  their  creditable  ai)pcurance. 

A  regular  course  of  instruction  will  be  given  as  tollows. 

On  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by  ....  Dr.  Bowditch. 

Materia  Medic  a  and  Chemistry,  by         ....  .         .  Du,  Wilkv. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Meilicine,  by    .  .....  Dr.  Suattick. 

Descriptive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  -         -  Du.  Park.man. 

Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  light,  free  of  expense. 
For  terms,  apply  to  S.  Parkmau,  M.D.,   7  West  street. 

H.  I.  BOWDITCH,  G.  C.  SHATTUCK,  JR. 

O.  13— eoptf  H.  G.  WILEY,  S.  PARKMAN. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriber,  Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  Marine  Hosi)ital,  Chelsea,  will  receive  pupils  and  give 
personal  instruction  iu  the  various  branches  of  medical  science.  He  will  devote  to  them  such  time, 
anil  afford  lliem  such  opportunities  and  facilities  for  study  and  practice,  as  are  essential  for  a  thorough 
and  |)raclical  medical  eilucation.  The  medical  and  .surgical  jtractice  of  the  Hosj)ital  will  be  constantly 
open  to  his  students,  and  clinical  instruction,  on  the  cases  as  they  occur,  will  be  given.  Abundant  la. 
cilities  for  obtaining  a  correct  knowledge  of  materia  medica  and  the  dispensing  of  medicines  will  be 
afTorded. — For  terms,  and  more  particular  iulormution,  ai)plicatiou  can  be  made  at  the  Hospital  or  by 
letter.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

Chelsea,  September,  1841.  Sep. 8 — eoptf. 

INSTRUMENTS. 

Theodore  Metcalk,  Apothecary,  No. '3;3  Trem  )nt  Row,  offers  to  surgeons  and  dentists,  the  best 
selected  assortment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  iu  the  city  :  consisting  in  part  of  Amputating,  Trepan- 
ning, Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eye  and  Cooper's  Cases;  Scarificators,  Catheters, 
Bougies,  Stomach  Pumps,  Injecting  do.,  Spring  and  Thumb  Lancets,  Dissecting  and  Dressing  Scissors, 
Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries;  Dressing,  Dissecting,  Polypus  and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsil  Instruments, 
&c.  &c.  of  American  and  English  manufncture. 

Extracting  Forceps,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly,  of  superior  form  and  finish  ;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Plug 
gers.  Drills,  Files  ;  Cutting,  Siditting  and  Puuching  Forceps  ;  Gold  ami  Platina  Plate  and  Wire,  Solder 
and  Springs,  Gidd  and  Tin  Fcul,  Mixeual  Teeth,  in  great  variety  (much  the  largest  assortment  to  be 
found  in'  N.  Englan(i),  Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  de- 
partments of  Dentistry. 

All  orders  from  the  country  carefu/Iy  and  promptly  executed.  D.  1. — 6m 
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EI  FKCT  OF   SULPHATE   OF    QUINIA    ON   THE  SPLEEN. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journnl.] 

While  following  the  clinics  of  M.  Piorry,  at  La  Pitie,  our  attention  was 
called  to  some  observations  made  by  this  distinguished  physician  with  re- 
gard to  the  action  of  the  sulphate  of  quinia  upon  the  spleen  in  cases  of 
intermittent  fever.  A  careful  and  prolonged  examination  of  the  cases 
which  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  his  wards,  served  to  convince  us 
of  the  truth  of  Piorry's  statements.  It  is  thought  that  some  brief  notes  of 
a  few  cases  cannot  fail  of  being  interesting  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal. 

Case  I.,  aet.  18,  entered  the  Hospital  with  intermittent  fever  of  the 
quotidian  type,  on  the  14th.  All  the  organs  were  healthy  except  the 
spleen,  the  length  of  which  was  seven  inches  and  ten  lines,  breadth  five 
inches  five  lines.  Orvthe  morning  of  the  15th  5  ss.  sulph.  quinia  was 
administered  ;  twenty  minutes  after,  percussion  demonstrated  that  the  hy- 
pertrophied  organ  had  been  reduced  to  six  inches  six  lines  in  length,  and 
to  four  inches  four  lines  in  breadth.  The  paroxysms  were  diminished  in 
intensity,  but  persisted  until  the  18th;  the  spleen  preserving  its  reduced 
volume.  19lh.  Bij.  sulph.  quinia  ;  twenty  minutes  after,  the  spleen  pre- 
sented only  three  inches  five  lines  in  length,  and  three  inches  three  lines 
in  breadth.  From  this  time  patient  had  no  more  attacks  ;  the  spleen  pre- 
served its  volume,  and  on  the  24th  he  went  out  of  the  Hospital  cured. 

Case  II.,  at.  19,  constitution  robust,  entered  on  the  9th,  with  a  quo- 
tidian intermittent  of  three  weeks'  duration.  At  the  period  of  his  en- 
trance the  spleen  measured  six  inches  six  lines  in  length.  3  i.  sulph.  quinia 
in  two  doses ;  in  a  few  minutes  it  was  reduced  to  five  inches  five  lines  in 
length,  but  after  this  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  further  reduction,  al- 
though doses  as  large  as  the  above  were  administered.  Vesicaiories  upon 
the  splenic  region,  with  general  bleeding,  had  no  more  effect.  Piorry 
thought  that  the  sulph.  quinia  had  not  been  given  in  sufiicient  quantity, 
and  accordingly  on  the  21st,  9  A.  M.,  5  i.  at  a  single  dose;  twenty 
minutes  after,  the  spleen  measured  but  three  inches  six  lines  in  length,  in- 
stead of  five  inches  five  lines.  This  laige  dose  occasioned  no  difficulty 
whatever.  The  spleen  preserved  its  volume,  and  on  the  26lh  the  pa- 
tient was  discharged  cured. 

Case  III.,  aet.  23,  quotidian,  entered    20th,  after  having   had    four 

paroxysms.     Spleen  fwa  inches  five  lines  in  length,  and  four   inches  four 

lines  broad.     Other  organs  normal.     23d.    5  i.  sulph.  quinia  in  one  dose. 

In  ten  minutes  spleen  reduced  to  four  inches  seven  lines  in  length,  and 

25 
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three  inches  six  lines  transversely.  Fron)  this  day  the  fever  ceased. 
24th.  9ij.  snlph.  quinia  ;  reduction  in  ten  minutes,  three  inches  six  lines 
by  three  inclies  three  lines.     27th.  Dischari^ed  cured. 

Cask  IV.,  XI.  30,  (utLrcd  Gth.  All  the  or^^ans  healthy  except  the 
spleen,  which  measured  lour  inches  seven  lines  by  two  inches  six  lines. 
7th.  Twelve  minutes  after  the  administration  of  9ij.  of  the  salt,  the 
spleen  was  reduced  to  four  inches  in  length  by  two  inches  three  lines  in 
breadtli ;  tlie  heat  and  fever  ceased.  8th.  A  dose  of  3  ss.;  in  ten  minutes 
spleen  measured  hut  tlnee  inches  three  lines,  by  two  inches  three  lines. 
Discharged  cured  on  the  10th. 

Tile  foregoing  summary  of  a  few  cases,  although  drawn  up  with  too 
much  brevity,  will  suffice  to  illustrate  tliis  recent  discovery. 

The  urine  has  been  repeatedly  analyzed,  and  with  nearly  the  same  re- 
sults; for  example,  ten  nnnutes  after  a  dose  of  5  i.  sulj)h.  quinia  had 
been  administered  to  a  patient,  3  iv.  of  his  urine  was  found  by  M.  Bour- 
chardt  to  contain  ss.  gr.  of  the  alkaloid.  The  hypertrophy  of  the  organ 
remains  always  the  same  in  the  different  sta<>^es  of  the  fever. 

Piorry  contends  that  "  the  fever  is  not  the  cause,  but  the  manifestation, 
of  the  pathological  condition  of  the  spleen."  In  support  of  this  theory 
he  refers  to  several  cases,  from  which  we  select  the  following: — "Two 
persons,  after  having  fallen  violently  upon  the  left  side,  experienced  in  the 
region  of  the  spleen  a  permanent  paiji,  after  an  interval  of  fifteen  days  in 
one  case,  of  six  days  only  in  the  other — beginning  by  an  access  of  fever 
of  the  quotidian  type  in  the  first  case,  by  a  quartan  in  the  second.  At 
their  entrance  iiito  the  Hospital  both  presented  '4  daily  paroxysm  very 
complete.  In  both  the  j)ain  in  the  splenic  region  augmented  on  pres- 
sure, especially  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  circumference  of  the  organ. 
A  bleeding  in  one  case  was  sufficient  to  remove  all  the  symptoms;  the 
sanguineous  depletion  dissipated  the  pain  in  the  other  case,  and  reduced 
almost  entirely  the  febrile  accessions,  which  did  not  disappear  com[)letely 
until  after  the  administration  of  9  i.  sulph.  quinia.  The  first  was  cured 
in  43  hours,  the  second  in  four  days.  We  see  here  paroxysms  follow  the 
sufferings  of  the  spleen  in  a  very  evident  manner;  on  the  other  side,  we 
have  found  that  this  organ  augments  very  sensibly  by  a  repetition  of  the 
paroxysms.  Are  we  not  right  in  conckiding,  that  things  occur  in  an  ana- 
logous maimer  in  marsh  fever,  and  that  In  both  cases  the  fever  is  not  the 
cause,  but  the  result  of  the  disease  of  the  spleen  ?"  He  teaches  also  that 
if  the  remedies  are  directed  to  this  organ  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  its  normal 
volume,  there  is  no  danger  of  a  relapse,  and  that  there  can  be  no  radical 
cure  unless  this  be  effected. 

We  might  here  remark,  that  tliough  the  observations  of  IM.  Piorry 
seem  to  prove  that  the  spleen  is  hypertrophied  in  all  intermittents,  yet 
there  are  many  eminent  pathologists  who  have  entertained  a  contrary 
opinion.  JM.  Bailly,  for  example,  in  thirty-three  post-mortem  examina- 
tions of  persons  who  died  from  this  affection,  found  only  two  cases  in 
which  the  spleen  was  enlarged.  Whatever  may  be  the  fact  with  regard  to 
this,  or  to  the  theory  of  M.  Piorry,  of  this  much  we  are  certain,  that  the 
administration  of  the  sulphate  of  quinia  in  large  doses  causes  an  almost 
instantaneous  reduction  of  the  spleen  when  enlarged. 
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The  wliolc  subjccl  may  nol  1)ij  uuworlliy  lli(,>  riolicc;  of  AirKTican  pnic- 
litioiKMs  who  ros'ulc  in  thoso  districts  in  whit^li  inlcnnittenls  pnjvail.  It 
wouhl  b(^  inteiv.slini;  to  observe  if  bl(HMlinir  in  tho  cold  sta<{e,  the;  use  of  llie 
corniis  Florida,  enpatoriiim  pcifoliatiini,  aiul  the  various  other  lemedies 
employed  in  tliis  disease,  proiUice  the  same  cflecl. 

To  tliose  who  are  unaccustomed  to  percussion,  it  may  seem  impracti- 
cable to  measure  any  of  the  viscera  witli  tlie  precision  indicated  above. 
With  the  ordinary  mclliod  this  is  at  least  diflicult ;  but  if  auscultatory 
percussion  bo  iMuployed  as  invented  by  Drs.  Camman  and  Clark,  of  New 
York,  the  spleen  and  many  other  internal  organs  can  be  measured  with 
almost  matlKMuatical  accuracy.  D.  J.  M» 

Paris,  Stj)(cin/jcrj  1841. 


MULTIPAROUS   LABOR. 

To  the  E'Vitor  of  the  Boston  Mndiral  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case  of  multiparient  labor,  which  occurred  in  my 
practice  about  two  weeks  since,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish  in  your 
Journal,  if  you  consider  it  worthy  of  notice. 

I  was  called  obstetrically  to  attend  JMrs.  P.,  who  is  an  uncommonly 
robust,  healthy  woman,  and  the  mother  of  several  children  ;  but  found, 
on  my  arrival,  that  she  had  just  given  birth  to  a  child  of  the  medium  size, 
having  had  very  few  premonitory  symptoms  of  such  an  event.  I  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  remove  the  placenta,  but,  on  examination,  found  the 
head  of  another  child  favorably  presenting,  enveloped  in  another  placenta, 
the  membranes  of  which  were  unbroken.  The  pains,  however,  had 
ceased,  and  as  no  untoward  symptoms  occurred,  I  suffered  the  patient  to 
remain  in  that  situation  for  about  three  hours,  when  the  pains  returned 
and  she  was  soon  delivered  of  a  second  child.  On  making  an  examination 
again,  1  directly  discovered,  to  my  astonishment,  the  head  of  a  third  child 
presented  (equally  as  favorably  as  the  second),  of  wliich  she  was  also 
soon  delivered.  All  three  of  the  children  are  still  alive  and  doing  well ; 
their  aggregate  weight  is  about  twenty  pounds.  Tiie  mother  was  able, 
on  the  second  day  after  her  confinement,  to  w\alk  across  the  room,  and 
still  remains  remarkably  comfoitable.  L.  N.  Beardsley. 

Milford,  Ct.,  Jan,  ISih,  1842. 


RECENT  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  MEDICINE    AND  SURGERY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  is  a  fact  with  which  all  who  are  at  all  conversant  with  this  subject  are 
familiar,  that  within  the  last  few  years  the  sciences  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery, particularly  the  latter,  awakening  from  their  long  slumber,  and  shak- 
ing from  them  the  drowsiness  and  inactivity  in  which  they  had  been  wrap- 
ped, have  in  the  rapidity  with  which  they  have  progressed  towards  perfec- 
tion, equalled,  if  not  surpassed,  the  glorious  strides  which  have  been  made 
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by  many  of  the  otlier  sciences;  and  which  have  so  remarkably  stamped 
the  present  as  specifically  an  age  of  improvement.  Few  stronger  proofs 
can  be  cited  in  iavor  of  the  existence  in  man  of  a  capacity  formed  for  con- 
stant progress,  tlian  the  history  of  these  sciences  during  the  present  cen- 
tury ;  by  which  so  vast  an  amount  of  mental  as  well  as  physical  suffering 
has  been  ameliorated.  Look  back  some  few  years  and  trace  the  history 
of  some  of  the  most  important  and  valuable  medicines  now  considered 
indispensable  in  general  practice,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  date  of  their 
admission  into  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  very  recent.  Quinia,  creosote,  io- 
dine, morphia,  and  others  which  it  is  unnecessaiy  to  mention  in  this 
place,  are  among  the  acquisitions  of  the  present  century.  Take  the  first- 
mentioned  article  alone  ;  if  we  could  accumulate  the  number  of  instances 
in  which  inestimable  relief  has  been  obtained  from  this  single  preparation, 
how  immense  would  be  the  aggregate. 

Again,  examine  the  history  of  surgery,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  rapid 
improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  this  branch  of  the  profession  in 
the  same  space  of  time,  leaves  far  in  the  back  ground  all  that  can  be  said 
in  favor  of  the  former.  The  facilities  now  afforded  for  anatomical  obser- 
vation, morbid  or  otherwise,  may  be  said  to  be  the  root  from  which  re- 
sults of  such  vast  importance  have  sprung.  Of  the  true  value  of  the 
harvest  yet  to  be  gathered  from  the  same  source,  no  correct  estimate 
can  be  forirjed.  They  are  indeed  true  benefactors,  who  have  forwarded 
by  their  personal  influence  and  efforts  this  S[)ecies  of  scientific  research. 
In  those  complaints  particularly  which  have  involved  a  displacement  of 
different  portions  of  the  human  frame,  and  which  since  the  world  began 
have  been  considered  as  beyond  the  reach  of  human  aid,  or  been  sub- 
jected to  prolonged,  and  for  the  most  part  unscientific  treatment,  how 
extensive  is  the  field  of  improvement  which  presents  itself. 

Resources  hitherto  undreamed  of  even  by  the  most  scientific,  have  been 
developed  and  grown  to  what  now  seems  perfection.  Those  whom  na- 
ture, less  bountiful  than  to  the  generality  of  mankind,  has  not  gified  with 
the  full  development,  or  right  proportion  of  all  the  different  organs  (in  one 
of  the  least  of  which  the  slightest  imperfection  is  often  productive  of  a 
most  serious  evil)  may,  in  instances  exceedingly  numerous,  by  a))plication 
to  these  resources  find  the  deficiency  made  good. 

There  is  a  large  fissure  in  the  roof  and  back  of  the  mouth  ;  portions 
of  the  ossa  palaii,  velum  palati  and  uvula  are  wanting  ;  parts  of  the  vocal 
apparatus  indispensable  to  the  utterance  of  distinct  sounds.  By  a  mo- 
dern improvement  in  the  art,  requiring,  to  be  sure,  great  surgical  skill  and 
assiduity,  a  new  membrane  is  formed,  a  new  palate  is  protkiced,  and  thus 
is  perfected  that  which  originally  had  been  created  imperfect.  Disease, 
caries  of  the  bones,  or  some  other  cause,  has  deprived  a  fellow  creature 
of  an  organ  indispensable  to  his  comfort,  and  without  which  he  feels  him- 
self to  be  an  object  calculated  to  fill  all  around  him  with  disgust.  Here 
is  an  example  (an  extreme  case,  it  may  be  said)  of  the  mental  torture 
already  alluded  to.  How  much  more  agonizing  is  the  pain  which  the 
mind  of  a  person  so  situated  has  to  endure,  than  any  physical  evil  or  dis- 
comfort to  which  it  may  give  rise,  or  than  the  knife  of  the  operator  can 
inffict.     But  to  return   to  my  subject ;  a  new  nose  is  formed,  and  the 
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person,  rendered  feehK;  by  eonOiHMncnt  to  which  r\  naliiial  siiscepllhllity  to 
Ills  personul  n[)pearaM(.o  had  siihjcclcd  him,  hiil  principally  the  ciiect  of 
the  very  keenness  ol  his  feelings  on  this  point,  receives  renewed  health 
by  a  retnrn  to  those  sonrees  of  enjoyment  from  which  hi;  has  so  long 
been  debarred,  and  in  conse(|uencc  of  the  sprini;  which  his  mind  thus 
receives  when  this  insupportable  burden  is  removed. 

By  recent  improvements  and  inventions  the  lame  arc  made  to  walk  ; 
those  who  have  cast  side-lon^^  ghmces  all  their  lives,  now  look  their  fel- 
low creatures  straight  in  the  face  ;  and  the  spinal  vertebra,  curved  from 
their  natural  position,  are  replaced. 

By  the  introduction  of  tenotomy,  a  branch  entirely  unknown  thirty-five 
or  forty  years  since,  new  and  unlieard-of  relief  is  ailbrdcd  to  that  large 
class  of  sufferers  whose  cases  were,  but  for  this  remedy,  hopeless,  and 
who  have  in  past  times  been  forced  to  drag  with  them  from  their  cradles 
to  their  graves  a  species  of  mal formation  (reference  is  here  made  to  that 
variety  included  under  the  generic  term  of  talipes  or  club-feet),  often  ex- 
tremely painful,  and  always,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  inconvenient  and  un- 
comfortable, and  so  conspicuous  in  its  situation  as  to  render  futile  all  at- 
tempts to  disguise  it  from  the  observation  and  remark  of  others.  Fre- 
quently the  mere  division  of  a  single  tendon,  accomplished  with  trifling 
pain  or  loss  of  blood,  would  have  restored  a  young  and  beautiful  female 
to  society  which  she  was  otherwise  formed  to  adorn,  and  to  the  happi- 
ness of  domestic  ties  ;  or  a  man  to  a  life  of  activity  and  energy.  But  this 
was  not  their  good  fortune  ;  they  were  born  in  times  antecedent  to  this  dis- 
covery, and  consequently  became  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  most  cases  their 
deformity  would  end  only  with  their  lives. 

The  dividing  of  tendons  and  muscles  in  the  back,  a  still  more  recent 
application  of  this  science,  has  been  attended  with  a  success  sufficient,  one 
w^ould  think,  to  serve  as  an  encouragement  to  renewed  and  often-repeated 
undertakings  of  the  same  nature.  Where,  as  has  been  the  case  in  one  or 
two  instances  during  the  past  six  months  (the  only  ones,  w^ith  a  single 
exception,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  in  which  this  operation  has 
been  performed  in  New  England),  the  individual,  in  the  course  of  only  a 
few  days  after  the  operation,  rises  some  inches  in  height,  there  can  be  no 
hesitation,  in  the  mind  of  one  who  has  had  facilities  for  observation,  in  re- 
gard to  the  utility  of  its  employment  in  severe  contractions  in  these  parts, 
and  that  it  is  a  most  important,  and  in  some  cases  an  indispensable  auxili- 
ary to  a  successful  treatment  of  these  affections.  But  that  all  this  should 
result  in  a  cure,  improvement  in  mechanics  must  accompany  that  of  sur- 
gery ;  without  this  aid  but  little  can  be  accomplished.  Of  what  avail  is  tlie 
most  consummate  skill  of  the  surgeon,  if  his  instruments  are  not  formed  of 
the  best  tem[)ered  steel  ?  the  delicate  operations  of  modern  surgery  must,  in 
such  a  case,  be  abandoned.  Idle  would  be  his  efforts,  in  the  cases  of  which 
we  have  been  speaking,  even  should  he  be  able  to  procure  the  operative 
instruments,  and  by  means  of  these  remove  the  primary  cause  of  the  dis- 
tortion, if  he  could  not  call  mechanical  means  to  his  aid,  and  by  the  use 
of  the  ingeniously-contrived  machine,  and  the  well-adapted  spring,  re- 
duce bone  and  muscle  to  their  proper  position. 

To  cite  a  case  in  point — there  has  recently   been   introduced  into  this 
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city,  an  apparatus  for  the  rectification  of  curvatures  of  the  spine,  which 
is  in  itself  an  unequalled  specimen  of  the  aid  which  this  art,  combined 
with  anatomical  achiptation,  can  atFord  to  surgery,  in  for\vardin<^  its  threat 
object ;  viz.,  the  removal  of  those  obstacles  which  interfere  with  the  per- 
fect enjoyment  of  health,  or  the  supplying  deficiencies  in  physical  confor- 
mation. The  plan  of  this  beautiful  and  complicated  piece  of  machinery 
was  first  imported  from  Paris,  a  few  months  since  ;  from  this  some  models 
were  taken,  and  it  is  now  but  a  few  weeks  since  the  first  one,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  some  American  improvements,  was  completed,*  and  it  is  didicult 
to  imagine  a  more  perfect  piece  of  workmanship,  or  one  more  decidedly 
adapted  to  accomplish  its  purj)Ose.  Thus  we  see  the  two  sysiems,  me- 
chanical and  surgical,  united  in  a  fellowship  so  close,  that  in  as  far  as  the 
attempt  is  made  to  sunder  the  connection,  so  far  do  we  destroy  the  effect 
of  each. 


PREGNANCY    OCCLIIRING    AFTCR    COMPLICATED    ABDOMINAL    AND 

UTERINE   DISEASE. 

(Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Suri,'ical  Journal.] 

Madame  D.,  aged  35  years,  of  a  nervous  temperament  and  very  active 
habits,  became  my  patient  Aug.  10,  1837.  Her  condition  was  as  fol- 
lows:— Menses  regular,  though  slight ;  prolapsus  uteri,  with  great  conges- 
tion oi  cervix  ;  the  os  tinca3  within  one  inch  of  the  external  parts,  and 
the  cervix  nearly  twice  its  natural  size.  For  the  preceding  nine  years, 
quantities  of  matter  had  been  discharged  per  vaginam,  often  daily,  for 
months  together,  sometimes  guttatim,  and  then  suddenly  bursting  away, 
half  a  pint  at  a  time.  The  first  occurrence  of  this  symptom  was  ob- 
served immediately  after  a  severe  labor  with  a  first  and  only  child,  born 
in  Paris,  nine  years  previously.  It  was  evident,  on  enclosing  the  cervix 
completely  within  the  speculum,  that  this  discharge  did  not  come  from 
the  uterus.  On  examining  the  abdomen,  two  large  tumors  were  disco- 
vered, one  occupying  the  entire  umbilical  region,  the  other  the  right  ingui- 
nal ;  both  of  these  were  subject  to  occasional  enlargement  and  sudden 
subsidence,  upon  the  appearance  of  a  gush  of  matter  per  vaginam  ;  there 
was  considerable  ascites.  The  uterus  could  not  be  felt  in  the  pubic  re- 
gion, neither  did  it  seem  enlarged  when  examined  by  the  finger.  The 
occasional  subsidence  of  the  tumors  led  me  to  infer  them  to  be  the  source 
of  the  matter,  as  I  had  found  a  very  large  one  in  a  post-mortem  pre- 
viously made,  connected  witli  the  rectum,  suppurating,  and  daily  dis- 
charging large  quantities  of  matter.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  the  pulse 
was  120.  Porter,  with  beef-tea  and  occasional  opiates,  were  the  consti- 
tutional treatment,  and  nitrate  of  silver  was  applied  daily  to  the  os  tincae, 
from  ten  to  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water.  This  treatment  was 
continued  for  two  months  ;  and  though  the  matter  decreased,  and  the  cer- 
vix became  much  smaller,  I  urged  the  patient  to  name  a  consulting  phy- 
-sjcian,  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  ascites,  anticipating  the 
necessity  of  paracentesis. 

*  Ttii  apparatus  was  constructed  for,  and  is  now  doin^  good  service  at,  the  Boston  Orthopedic  In- 
^rmary,  where  they  are  multiplied  and  improved,  as  it  is  considered  necessary  from  time  to  lim^. 
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Dr.  Borgcr  bein^  called,  nflcr  a  iniiuil«  exaininalion,  liolli  abdominal 
and  per  spccnbun,  lie  ai^rccd  lo  lb(j  diau;nosi.s,  bill  would  niakci  no  addition 
lo  (lie  Ircalnu'iit.  'V\\c  ^nbsidcnc-e  of  llu;  ascik's,  undrr  iIm;  msc  of  a  jtill 
composed  ol'  diirilalis,  scjuills,  anil  bhio  pill,  and  lli<;  inficasc  of  ilic  men- 
ses, induced  a  liopi?  ibal  nature  would  still  liiunipli  over  these  complicated 
dilliculties.  Indeed,  so  great  was  tlie  amendment,  under  llio  use  of  nu- 
tritious diet  and  IjUl^oI's  solution  of  iodin<;,  ibat  1  discontinued  my  visits 
at  the  end  of  the  third  month,  the  matter  still  continuiiiL,^  sli;j;hlly,  and  the 
menses  regular.  The  patient  had  resumed  her  customary  bouseliold 
duties. 

During  the  ensuing  two  months,  the  discharge  of  matter  per  vaginam, 
and  the  enlargement  of  iho  abdominal  tumors,  alternated  as  usual,  but 
the  fifth  month  from  the  oiiginal  date  of  my  attendance  the  jncnses  did 
not  appear.  This,  with  morning  sickness,  induced  the  suspicion  of  preg- 
nancy by  the  patient ;  yet  the  period  was  too  early  for  any  determinate 
opinion.  I  doubted  this  state  extremely,  from  the  evident  re-appearance 
of  ascites,  and  the  rise  of  the  pulse  to  1'20.  Matters  continued  thus  till 
the  fourth  month,  when  the  patient  quickened,  the  movement  was  evi- 
dent, and  the  cervix  shortened.  1  found  also  the  uterine  globe  enlarged, 
and  the  prolapsus  gone.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  pulse  still  continuing  at 
120,  and  great  thoracic  distress  accompanying  the  ascites,  with  cough 
greatly  increased  on  the  recumbent  position,  induced  me  again  to  summon 
a  consultation.  Two  eminent  gentlemen  were  called  at  difTerent  times 
between  the  fifth  and  ninth  month,  both  of  whom  declared  the  patient  not 
pregnant.  No  alteration  occurred  till  the  full  period,  when  the  patient 
being  safely  delivered  of  a  boy  of  nine  pounds,  all  her  symptoms  disap- 
peared, and  she  is  now  in  good  health,  the  discharge  of  matter  and  ab- 
dominal tumors  continuing.  She  nursed  her  child  for  one  year,  plenti- 
fully, but  has  not  since  proved  pregnant,  though  the  menses  are  regular. 

New  York^  January^  1842.  Edward  H.  Dixon. 


LITIIOTRITY. 

[The  following  remarks  on  the  removal  of  stone  in  the  bladder  by  the 
operation  of  lithotrity,  are  the  concluding  part  of  a  review  of  several 
works  upon  this  subject  in  the  last  No.  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medi- 
cal Review.] 

The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  these  cases  and  these  views  are  ob- 
viously melancholy  enough  in  so  far  as  lithotrity  is  concerned.  And  yet, 
when  we  reflect  dispassionately  and  as  physiologists  and  practitioners 
upon  the  nature  of  the  entire  process  in  this  operation,  we  see  it  impos- 
sible that  the  results  could  have  been  very  difKerent  from  what  they  are. 
Let  us  only  consider  the  immediate  cons(?(juences  of  the  successful  admin- 
istration of  lithotrity,  the  searching  for  and  seizure  of  the  stone,  the  ne- 
cessary violence  that  accompanies  the  act  of  its  comminution,  and  its 
condition  with  reference  to  the  bladder  after  having  been  reduced  to 
pieces,  and  we  perceive  that  in  the  nature  of  things  it  can  be  no  trifling 
operation,  that  on  the  contrary  it  must  needs  be  one  fraught  with  much 


400  Lithotrity. 

danger  to  the  patient.  We  know  that  the  mere  act  of  searching  the  hhid- 
der  with  a  pohshed  sound  is  ofteEi  accompanied  by  a  great  amount  of 
pain,  and  Ibllovved  by  what  appears  a  singular  degree  of  sym[)alhelic  dis- 
turbance; we  k[)ow  that  the  allempt  to  seize  and  extract  small  stones  in 
the  bladder  by  the  most  delicate  forceps  has  ended  fatally  ;  and  how  shall 
the  necessarily  large  and  com[)licated  implements  of  lithotrity  be  intro- 
duced and  brought  into  play  within  the  bladder  without  producing  a 
hundred  tiujes  the  amount  of  excitement  and  of  mischief?  Tliis  cannot 
be,  and  is  not.  And  then,  what  shall  we  say  in  regard  to  the  jarring  and 
violence  inseparable  from  the  process  of  working  a  drill,  or  of  turning  a 
screw,  or  of  giving  the  whole  apparatus  a  smart  blow  with  a  hammer? 
What  of  a  stone,  which  with  a  smootli  surface  was  already  such  a  source 
of  suffering  as  to  make  the  possessor  weary  of  his  life,  and  willing  to  take 
the  chance  of  any  odds  against  the  solitary  hope  of  obtaining  relief,  either 
roughened  by  repeated  perforations,  or  reduced  perchance  into  eight  or  ten 
angular  and  ragged  fragments  ?  All  we  can  do  is  to  admire  the  powers 
inherent  in  the  delicate  tissues  that  compose  the  excretory  portion  of  the 
uropoieiic  system  to  withstand  violence,  and  to  repair  themselves,  bruised 
and  maltreated  as  they  necessarily  must  be,  in  such  an  operation  as  litho- 
trity performed  by  the  most  gentle  hand. 

The  singular  increase  of  irritation  that  takes  place  in  consequence  even 
of  the  spontaneous  breaking  up  of  calculi  in  the  bladder,  a  phenomenon 
which  sometimes  occurs,  and  the  danger  to  life  that  ensues  thereon,  is 
strikingly  illustnted  by  the  circumstances  and  the  issue  of  a  case  which  is 
related  by  Mr.  Liston.  A  medical  man,  who  had  labored  under  symp- 
toms of  stone  for  a  great  many  years,  and  who  by  sounding  himself  had 
ascertained  the  existence  of  a  stone  in  his  bladder  ten  years  previously, 
was  one  day  met  by  Mr.  Liston  in  consultation.  In  three  days  after  this 
Mr.  Liston  was  summoned  to  this  unfortunate  gentleman  in  a  moribund 
state,  from  inflammation  of  the  whole  urinary  system,  his  urethra  being  at 
the  same  time  blocked  up  by  large  fragments  of  stone.  "  It  appeared," 
says  Mr.  Liston,  "  that  on  parting  with  me  he  had  been  summoned  to 
an  urgent  case  of  labor.  He  ran  quickly  down  a  steep  street,  and  at 
the  bottom  of  it  was  seized  with  an  urgent  desire  to  make  water,  which 
he  did  in  small  quantity  mixed  with  much  blood.  He  passed  some  pieces 
of  stone  with  sharp  angles.  He  went  on  from  bad  to  worse  ;  he  had 
retention,  and  the  urethra  was  found  much  obstructed  ;  suppression  fol- 
lowed, and  death  terminated  his  sufferings  in  a  few  days.  Many  por- 
tions of  the  calculus  were  voided  ;  much  stone  with  the  nucleus  occupied 
the  bladder  and  urinary  passage.  The  kidneys  were  dark  colored,  and 
one  approached  to  a  gangrenous  state." 

Now  it  is  the  business  of  lithotrity  by  a  certain  amount  of  mechanical 
violence,  less  or  more,  to  accomplish  such  a  disruption  of  a  calculus  as 
took  place  here  spontaneously  ;  and  our  amazement  finally  comes  to  be, 
how  the  operation  should  ever  succeed,  not  that  it  should  so  often  be 
found  either  impracticable,  or,  if  persevered  in,  fatal.  And  this  leads  us 
immediately  to  consider  the  circumstances  in  which  the  operation  is  ad- 
missible, and  those  in  which  it  is  inadmissible.  This  point  is  soon  dis- 
cussed ;  the  conclusion  lies  on   the  surface,  and  wants  no  farther  fact  or 


Acids  in  Dijacntcnj.  401 

armununt,  iifier  \vli;it  lins  Ixmmi  said,  to  m;ik(^  ll  (;l(*ar.  Lilliolrily  is  adinis- 
siblc:  and  only  a(lniissil)l(i  in  rases  in  which  iIk;  hla(l(h'r  is  yxTlcclly 
heahliv,  and  in  which  the  stone  is  small,  of  the  si/(!  of  a  hlocit,  a  shelled 
ahnond,  or  it  may  he  a  nntme;^  at  the  most  ;  under  all  other  circum- 
stances it  oui;ht  to  he  held  im|»racticahlc.  In  other  words,  lilliotrity  is 
admissible  where  it  is  estimated  that  tho  stone  can  at  one  sitting  Le 
seizec)  and  reduced  to  fragments  of  sufficient  minuteness  to  he  passed  by 
the  urethra.  No  second,  certaiidy  no  third  operation  outflit  ever  to  be 
contemplated.  //'  the  patient  who  has  had  lit/iotriti/  pcrj'onned  upon 
him  is  not  relieved  at  once,  he  is  in  imminent  danger  of  losing  his  life. 

Ijithotriiy  may  now  fairly  be  said  to  have  beet]  tried  and  found  want- 
ing as  a  general  means  of  relief  for  stone.  Restricted  to  the  circum- 
stances indicated  above,  it  is  a  great  arldilion  to  our  chirurgical  theraj)eia  ; 
applied  indiscriminately,  and  as  a  substitute  for  lithotomy  and  all  other 
means  of  treating  stone  in  the  bladder,  it  is  a  most  fatal  present  made  to 
humanity. 


ACIDS  IN   DYSENTERY. 

Dr.  J.  Young,  of  Chester,  Delaware  county,  has  communicated  to  us, 
says  the  Editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  some  ob- 
servations on  the  treatment  of  dysentery  by  acids.  "  The  following 
cases,"  he  remarks,  "  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  course  of  practice  1  have 
pursued  for  more  than  a  dozen  years,  and  with  uniform  success." 

"  In  the  autumn  of  182S,  1  was  requested  to  see  Mrs.  S.  Found  her  in 
bed,  with  much  fever,  headache,  full,  bounding  pulse,  severe  tormina, 
tenesmus,  needings  very  frequent,  and  evacuations  scanty,  and  consisting 
of  nothing  but  bloody  mucus  ;  considerable  tenderness  of  abdomen,  urgent 
thirst,  entire  loss  of  appetite,  tongue  slightly  coated,  and  presenting  alto- 
gether a  very  severe  case  of  dysentery.  It  was  the  fourth  day  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  she  had  taken  nothing  at  all  of  medicine  kind.  I  urged  bleeding, 
but  her  objection  to  it  w  as  insuperable ;  prescribed  medicine  to  be  given, 
and  left  her.  Next  morning  on  visiting  her,  found  she  had  not  taken  her 
medicine,  nor  could  all  my  entreaties  prevail  on  her  to  take  it  then,  but 
she  promised  to  take  it  "  after  a  while :"  next  v^isit  found  the  same  state 
of  things  with  respect  to  taking  anything  ;  and  in  short  she  absolutely  re- 
fused to  take  medicine  of  any  description,  or  to  drink  anything  but  cold 
water  until  the  twelfth  day  of  her  disease,  when  she  had  become  too  weak 
to  get  up  without  assistance  ;  all  her  diseased  symptoms  had  progressed 
durinfc  this  time,  and  it  was  evident  she  could  not  live  much  lonirer  w  ithout 
relief — still  she  resisted  every  kind  of  medicine.  Having  known  butter- 
milk used  with  apparent  advantage  in  some  cases  previously,  I  stated  to 
the  family  what  must  evidently  be  the  result,  unless  relief  was  procured 
ere  long,  by  some  means,  and  suggested  the  trial  of  it.  She  was  delighted 
with  it,  and  was  ordered  to  gratify  her  inclination  for  drink,  by  copious 
draughts.  Next  morning  on  visiting  her,  to  my  surprise  1  found  a  great 
change  for  the  better.  The  needings  were  much  less  frequent ;  had  rested 
tolerably  well  during  the  night ;   the  tormina,  tenesmus,  tenderness  of  ab- 


402  Ariils  in  Dijscnterij. 

domen,  and  bloody  mucous  evacuations,  were;  all  greatly  dlininlsljL*d.  On 
inquiry,  I  learned  tiiat  she  had  drank  a  i^al/on  or  inort  of  the  article  since 
yestertlay.  She  was  ordered  to  continue  driidviui^  freely,  and  on  my  visit 
next  morninjr,  I  foinid  her  so  entirely  relieved  as  to  discontinue  my  visits, 
leavinj^  a  request  to  be  sent  lor  if  n(3cessary.  In  a  few  days  she  was  well 
enouiijh  to  leave  her  bed,  and  her  chamber,  and  is  yet  a  hearty  woman. 

•'  Tiiis  case  made  a  strong  impression  on  my  mind,  and  in  numerous  in- 
stances since,  it  is  the  only  article  I  have  ordered  ;  particularly  in  chililren, 
who  generally  are  fond  of  it,  and  have  an  aversion  to  medicine. 

"  In  August,  1834,  I  was  requested  to  take  charge  of  two  little  boys  in 
the  same  family,  one  aged  nine,  the  other  between  seven  and  eight,  who 
were  sick  with  dysentery,  and  had  been  under  the  care  of  a  neighboring 
physician  for  seven  days,  but  whom  circumstances  prevented  attending 
longer.  They  were  both  severe  cases.  On  taking  charge  of  them  1  re- 
commended only,  fomentations  to  the  abdomen,  morphine  one  tenth  of  a 
grain  pro  re  nata,  to  relieve  the  violence  of  the  pain  and  straining,  and  to 
drink  freely  of  buttermilk,  '  the  more  freely  the  better.' 

"  Next  morning  one  of  them  not  relishing  it  for  drink,  had  used  but  a 
small  quantity  ;  he  was  ordered  the  same  as  yesterday,  but  to  drink  a  solu- 
tion of  cremor  tartar,  sweetened  if  wished.  The  other  was  fond  of  his  drink, 
had  drank  freely  ;  had  taken  two  portions  of  morphine,  was  somewhat  bet- 
ter ;  still  his  needings  were  frequent,  but  sometimes  the  evacuations  were 
less  painful,  and  less  bloody  and  slimy — ordered  to  continue  as  directed  be- 
fore. These  were  the  only  articles  prescribed  for  this  little  fellow,  and  on 
my  fourth  visit,  all  a|)pearance  of  dysentery  was  gone,  in  a  few  days  he 
was  up  and  well.  His  brother  did  not  recover  so  soon.  He  drank  of  the 
cremor  tartar  solution,  but  not  freely  enough  to  produce  any  action  on  the 
bowels ;  accordingly  on  my  third  visit,  in  addition  to  the  former  prescrip- 
tion, oleaginous  mixture  was  ordered,  in  doses  of  a  table-spoonful  every 
three  or  four  hours,  according  to  its  effects.  After  this,  his  dysenteric 
symptoms  gradually  yielded  ;  so  that  on  the  day  of  my  seventh  visit  he 
was  dismissed  cured. 

"  This,  then,  is  the  general  course  pursued  ;  sometimes  in  addition  to 
these  means,  I  order  calomel,  ipecac,  and  opium,  every  two  or  three  hours  ; 
sometimes,  too,  an  emetic,  or  a  mercurial  cathartic,  or  both  are  premised, 
and  sometimes  lemonade,  or  vinegar  and  water,  or  some  milk,  are  ordered 
for  drink,  where  they  are  preferred.  But  these  constitute  the  whole  of 
the  articles  I  use  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  ;  and  the  Hicility  with  which 
it  yields  to  such  simple  means  has  often  been  a  matter  of  surprise  to  my- 
self. The  objects  kept  constantly  in  view,  are  to  remove  constipation  by 
the  mildest  possible  means,  to  allay  irritation  and  pains  by  morphine,  or 
opium  (the  former  being  always  preferred,  when  at  hand,  because  it  is  less 
constipating),  and  fomentations ;  and  to  remove  the  alkaline  state  of  the 
contents  of  the  bowels,  by  acids  in  the  form  of  drink. 

"  Perhaps  in  some  other  localities,  these  means  may  not  be  attended  with 
the  same  beneficial  results  that  1  have  in  everi/  case  found  them  produce  ; 
but  such  has  been  my  success,  practising  on  these  views,  and  using  these 
means,  that  I  am  emboldened  to  recommend  them  to  others,  believing  that 
if  acted  upon  in  good  faith,  they  will  save  him  who  tries  them  many 
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anxious  hours.  l»y  cnaMinLi;  liini  to  cinf;  iiis  j)alic'nls,  Ijcjforo  llic  di.sc.'aso 
progresses  to  inll.iiimialion,  and  jj^ani^reiious  erosions  of  llie  intestines  ;  a 
stale  of  things  that  will  douhlh-ss  arrive  in  time  ;  hut  wliich  is  heheved  to 
be  mostly  the;  result,  not  s(i  mueh  of  the  neeessities  of  the  cas(;  itself,  as 
of  the  erroneous  pathology,  and  consecjuent  treatment,  generally  taught 
and  pursued  in  the  manat^ement  in  its  earlier  sta<res." 
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MISSIONARY    PHYSICIANS. 

Presuming  that  it  may  be  welcome  intelligence  to  many  of  the  profession 
through  the  United    States,  to   know  the  locations  of  some  of  those  who 
were  their  associates  in  the  days  of  their  pupilage,  we  have  collected  the 
names   and    places   of  residence    of  the  medical  missionaries  now   in  the 
service  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners   for   Foreign  Missions. 
Letters  to  any   of  the   individuals  in  the  following  catalogue,  sent  to  the 
Mission  House,  Pemberton  square,  Boston,  will  be  forwarded  to  them  by 
the  earliest  conveyance.     Dr.  Newton  Adams  resides  at  Umlazi,  near  Port 
Natal,  Africa;  Alexander  E.  Wilson,  M.D.,  Fishiown,  ten    miles  west  of 
Fair  Hope,  Africa;  C.  V.  A.  Van  Dyck,  M.D.,  at  Deir   el  Kamer,  among 
the    Druses,  Syria;  Austin   H.  Wright,  M.D.,  at   Ooroomiah,  in  Persia; 
Asahel  Grant,  M.D.,  resides  among  the   Independent  Neslorians,  Persia  ; 
John  Scudder,  M.D.,  at   Chintadrepellah,  Southern    India;  John   Steele, 
M.D.,  Madura,  Southern  India;   Nathan  Ward,  M.D.,  Batlicotta,  Ceylon 
Mission  ;    Dan    B.   Bradley,  ]\I.D.,  Bangkok,  Kingdom  of    Siam  ;  Peter 
Parker,  M.D.,   stationed  at  Macao,  China,  but  now  in   America  ;  Dyer 
Ball,  M.D.,  Singapore,  Indian  Archipelai^o  ;   Seth   L.  Andrews,  M.D.,  at 
Kailua,  Hawaii  Island  (Sand.  Islands)  ;  Dwight  Baldwin,  M.D.,  Lahaina, 
Maui   Island  ;    Gerrit    P.  Judd,   M.D.,  Honolulu,   Island    of  Oahu  ;   Dr. 
Roderick  L.  Dodge,  resides  at  Dwight,  among  ihe  Cherokee  Indians  ;  Dr. 
Elizur  Butler,  at  Fairfield,  among  the  same  tribe;  Dr.  Marcus  Whitman, 
resides  at  Waiilaptu,  among  the   Oregon  Indians  ;  and   Dr.  Thomas  Wil- 
liamson, resides   at   Lac  qui  Parle,  with  the  Sioux  Indians.     These  men 
lead  lives  of  ceaseless  care,  where  the  progress  of  civilization  has  scarcely 
been    felt,  and   where   their   deprivations  and  wants   can    hardly  be    esti- 
mated by  those  who   are   pursuing    their   professional  business  in  a  well- 
regulated,  Christian   community,  in    which   there   is  both  personal  safety 
and  social  happiness. 

Insane  Hospital  in  the  State  of  Maine. — Last  season  the  superinten- 
dent of  this  Institution  was  a  Dr.  C.  Knapp,  who  has  unaccountably  dis- 
appeared, without  any  public  explanation  of  the  why  or  wherefore.  When 
a  traveller  told  an  inquisitive  by-stander  that  he  would  inform  him  how 
he  lost  his  leg,  provided  that  no  more  troublesome  questions  should  be 
asked,  the  latter  instantly  agreed  to  the  proposition.  "  Well,  sir,"  said 
the  traveller,  "  it  was  bitten  off."  "  Notwithstanding  my  promise,"  ex- 
claimed the  marvel-struck  interrogator,  "  I  should  like  to  know  what  ani- 
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iiial  conlJ  have  bitten  oflf  a  man's  leg."  Although  fully  aware  of  ilie 
fact  tluii  the  Idle  SuperuileiiiJf ai  lias  been  sii{)er>ieiled,  it  woalcj  be  quite 
gratifying  to  know  how,  and  for  what  cause,  this  has  been  brought  about? 
The  successor  of  Dr.  Knnpp  is  Dr.  Isaac.  Ray,  a  gentleman  whose  name 
and  vvhose  writings  have  been  favorably  known  to  the  medical  as  well  as 
legal  professioti  of  this  country.  Those  who  have  the  pleasure  of  a  per- 
sonal ac([uaintance  with  him,  speak  in  unqualified  terms  of  commenda- 
tion. Of  his  scientific  and  intellectual  aliuinmenls,  there  cannot  be  a 
shadow  of  doubt.  If  he  possesses  those  many  necessary  moral  q  ualities 
of  the  heart  which  fit  a  man  to  assume  the  high  responsibilities  of  a 
(uanager  of  the  insane,  in  combination  with  all  other  desirable  educational 
preparations,  the  people  of  Maine  are  fortunate  in  the  choice. 

The  expenses  of  the  Hospital  last  year,  for  provisions,  fuel,  lights,  im- 
provements, medical  supplies,  &c.,  amounted  to  $9,92S  69.  Economy 
appears  to  be  practised  in  all  departments,  and  yet  everything  necessary 
or  even  remoiely  conducive  to  the  comfort  of  the  patients  is  generouslv 
provided.  According  to  Dr.  Kay's  report,  the  whole  number  of  patients 
in  the  course  of  1841,  was  133.  The  greatest  number  at  any  one  time 
was  70  ;  and  the  smallest  at  any  period,  23.  There  were  2  deaths  by 
consumption  ;  2  by  apoplexy  ;  1  by  diarrhcea  ;  and  1  from  exhaustion, pro- 
duced by  profuse  bleeding  before  admission.  In  all  that  part  of  the  report 
which  the  Superintendent  devotes  to  the  consideration  of  insanity  in  gene- 
ral, we  discover  the  evidence  of  a  disciplined  mind  and  a  just  estimate  of 
the  misfortune  of  being  deprived  of  reason.  He  philosophizes  within  the 
scope  of  ordinary  comprehension,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  very 
many  who  make  pretensions  to  learning.  Just  as  are  his  observations  on 
the  moral  means  of  treating  lunatics,  there  is  perhaps  a  little  too  much  of 
it;  it  bears  some  resemblance  to  a  methodical  dissertation,  which  would 
be  well  enough  if  no  one  else  had  ever  promulgated  the  same  sentiments 
in  relation  to  the  same  great  object.  In  future,  when  Dr.  Ray  has  become 
accustomed  to  the  place,  and  the  place  to  him,  we  venture  to  predict,  from 
what  is  discoverable  in  this  report  of  the  character  of  his  mind,  that  he 
will  become  a  prominent  writer  on  insanity.  We  hope  the  Legislature  of 
Maine  will  generously  assist  him  in  all  his  efforts  to  sustain  and  elevate 
the  Institution  over  which  he  has  been  elected  to  preside. 

Malpractice  in  Surgery. — It  is  extensively  known  that  a  prosecution 
was  commenced  about  nine  years  ago  against  Dr.  M.  F.  Colby,  of  Stan- 
stead,  L.  C,  a  skilful  surgeon,  by  William  Nelson,  of  Derby,  Vt.,  for 
malpractice  in  the  treatment  of  his  wife,  who  sought  advice  of  Dr.  C.  re- 
specting an  injured  hip,  which  was  either  severely  contused,  or  the  neck 
of  the  bone  broken  off  within  the  capsule.  So  much  has  been  said  and 
written  on  the  subject,  and  the  case  has  been  so  frequently  before  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  Irasburg,  and  such  wide-spread  notoriety  given 
to  the  parties,  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  gratifying  and  useful,  if  a  con- 
densed history  could  be  prepared  for  this  Journal.  Perhaps  Dr.  Dexter, 
of  Lancaster,  may  find  leisure.  As  we  have  the  pleasure  of  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  that  gentleman,  we  should  have  great  confidence  in 
his  relation.  From  Dr.  Colby  a  report  would  be  better  still,  since  he  is  a 
man  of  honor  and  acknowledged  professional  attainments. 


India  Medical  News.-^A.  medical  college,  some  time  since  proposed  to 
be  erected  at  Bombay,  in  honor  of  the  late   Sir  Robert  Grant,  has   been 
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saiu'lioiifcl  l)y  llic  ('(Uirl  of  Dircrlors,  and  llicy  have  p;rai)l(Ml  a  sum  lo  aid 
in  llie  ereclion,  whii'lj  is  calculated  \o  co><{  one  lac  of  ruj)t.'<'s. — Tiio  ccle- 
ItiMied  Dr.  r'Shau^luicssy,  idi-nlificd  wiili  cvi.'ryihinn^  scientific  in  Itjdia, 
is  about  ))  i'  li^llin;l^  a  volume  of  notes  lo  lectures  on  natural  philosophy. — 
Lord  Auklar)d,  the  Gov,  (ieneral,  delivered,  in  person,  liie  prizes  awarded 
lo  ihe  students  of  the  Medical  Collei^e. — Dr.  Cantor,  author  of  various 
sci(>ntilic  papers  on  natural  history,  who  was  desif^nied  lo  he  naluralisi  to 
the  China  expedition,  hul  who  was  unforlunately  cheated  out  of  an  honor 
which  was  intended  by  those  who  had  the  power  of  conferring:  the  ap- 
pointment, is  only  2S  years  of  at^e.  He  went  lo  Chusan,  however,  in  the 
humble  capacity  of  assistant  surge  n  of  a  refriiTjcnt  of  foot.  For  the 
Court  of  Directors  he  made  a  splendid  collection  of  drawings.  }Ie  has 
a  large  head,  and  the  public  sentiment  seems  to  be  that  he  is  destined  to 
become  very  distin^jnished. — F.  H.  Brett,  Es(j.,  has  been  giving  lectures  at 
the  Mechanic's  Institution  on  the  mechanism  of  the  eye  and  the  phe- 
nomena of  vision.  Some  of  the  drawings  used  by  him  for  illustrating 
the  subject,  are  very  line. — At  Cuttuck  the  cholera  was  raging  most  fear- 
fully. An  officer  says  that  in  the  town  where  he  resides,  the  deaths  were 
more  than  one  hundred  a  day.  The  dawh  road,  between  Hurdwan  and 
Bancoorah,  was  covered  with  dead  bodies,  chiefly  Gya  pilgrims.  In 
April  last  the  same  disease  raged  violently  at  Calcuita,  which  is  now 
heallhful.  At  Hararubaug,  for  some  time,  the  average  number  of  men  in  the 
Hospital  had  been  one  hundred,  yet  the  mortality  has  not  been  great, 
owing  to  the  devoted  attention  of  the  medical  attendants.  It  has  evi- 
dently been  sickly  in  nearly  all  the  Company's  possessions,  during  the 
last  year. — The  celebrated  surgeon,  F.  H.  Brett,  Esq.,  of  Calcutta,  a  no- 
tice of  whose  recently-published  work  on  India  Surgery  was  given  in  this 
Journal  within  a  few  months,  between  the  yf'^rs  1S27  and  1840  cut  for 
the  stone  on  108  persons  ;  of  this  number  70  were  under  puberty'  and 
38  were  adults — 101  were  cured,  and  only  7  died  !  This  equals  the  suc- 
cess of  Dr.  Dudley,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  reputed  the  most  fortunate  litholo- 
mist  in  America.  Mr.  Brett's  father  had  twenty-two  children,  ten  of 
whom  arrived  at  mature  age.  The  great  India  surgeon  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, where  he  studied  his  profession,  and  went  to  India  in  1825.  He  is 
now  but  38  years  of  age,  with  a  family  of  nine  children.  Much  is  said 
about  the  re-establishment  of  a  central  hospital,  with  a  view  to  having  the 
Governor-general  appoint  this  able  man  to  a  post  where  the  pupils  of  the 
Medical  College  can  avail  themselves  of  his  lectures.  Mr.  Brett  and  Dr. 
Parker,  late  missionary  surgeon  at  Canton,  from  all  w^e  can  gather,  are  the 
boldest  and  most  decidedly  successful  operators  in  that  pari  of  the  world. 


Mortality  of  Stamford,  Conn. — Dr.  Ayres  furnishes  the  following  sta- 
tistics of  mortalilv  for  that  town,  in  1841.  The  population  is  assumed  to 
be  3000. 

Between  the  ages  SO  and  90,  4;  70  and  80,  5;  60  and  70,  5;  50  and 
60,  3  ;  40  and  50.^  2  ;  30  and  40,  3  ;  20  and  30,  7  ;  10  and  20,  5  ;  10^ 
9.  Total,  41. — Diseases — consumption,  7  ;  lung  fever,  3;  hives,  2;  fits, 
5  ;  apoplexy,  2  ;  bilious  remittent  fever,  3  ;  brain  fever,  2  ;  cholera  infan- 
tum, 3;  jaundice,  1  ;  dropsy,  4;  spine  complaint,  1  ;  inflammation  of  the 
liver,  1  ;  puerperal  fever,  1 ;  poison,  1  ;  found  dead,  1 ;  old  age,  5  ;  un- 
known, 3. 
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Mortality  in  Boscawen,  N.  H.,  1S41. — Number  of  deaths,  29 — males, 
11;  females,  IS.  Die<i  iti  January,  3  ;  February,!;  March, -5 ;  April, 
2;  May,  1;  June,  2;  July.  1  ;  Au^'^ust,  4;  Sepiember,  2  ;  October,  2; 
November,  4  ;  Decefuber,  2.  Amount  of  years  of  the  deceased,  969. 
Avera-^^e  a'j^e  about  33i  years.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population,  1  to  68 
nearly.  Diseases. — Fever,  12;  consumption,  4;  fits,  3  ;  paralysis,  2; 
old  age,  1  ;  general  debility,  1  ;  drowned,  1  ;  croup,  1  ;  singular  afifection 
of  the  heart,  1  ;  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  I  ;  dropsy,  1  ;   influenza,  1. 


Riotous  Medical  Students.  —  From  the  correspondent  of  a  New  York 
paper,  it  appears  that  a  Thomsonian  physician,  belon'jjing  to  Boston,  was 
greatly  annoyed  and  interrupted  in  an  attempt  to  deliver  a  public  lecture 
on  the  kind  of  doctrine  he  advocates,  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  a  short  time 
since.  The  medical  students  attending  lectures  at  the  school  of  medicine 
in  that  city,  are  represented  to  have  conducted  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
civil  authority  was  obliged  to  interfere  in  order  to  maintain  the  peace. 
That  one  act  of  indiscretion  will  do  more  towards  extending  the  name  and 
influence  of  steam,  lobelia  and  cayenne  pepper  in  South  Carolina,  than  a 
regiment  of  convert-making  Thomsonian  lecturers  could  have  accom- 
plished in  ten  years.  Persecution  invariably  begets  a  sympathy  for  the 
oppressed. 

Operation  for  Stammering. — This  new  operation  of  the  celebrated 
Dielfenbach,  so  popular  here  a  few  months  since,  says  our  correspondent 
at  Paris,  has  now  fallen  entirely  into  disrepute.  Failures  were  so  nu- 
merous that  the  operation  is  universally  considered  to  be  unjustifiable. 
We  have  seen  it  performed  by  the  most  skilful  surgeons  of  this  metropo- 
lis without  any  success. 


Epidemic  Scarlet  Fever. — From  the  papers  we  learn  that  scarlatina  is 
not  only  extensively  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  Rhode  Island,  but  is  also 
marked  by  a  fatality  that  very  much  alarms  the  people  in  those  places 
where  it  has  become  epidemic.  In  some  towns  in  New  Hampshire  this 
disease  has  made  a  melancholy  inroad  upon  families — carrying  off*  small 
children  in  great  numbers,  and  even  occasionally  attacking  adults. 


Neio  Medical  Appointments  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. — Assistant  Surgeon 
A.  J.  Wedderburn  has  been  passed  for  promotion.  Drs.  Morris  B,  Berk, 
of  Virginia;  J.  Francis  Tuckerman,  of  Massachusetts  ;  Lewis  J.  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina  ;  and  Marius  Duvall,  of  Maryland,  having  passea  a  suc- 
cessful examination  before  the  Board  of  Naval  Surgeons,  at  a  recent  meet- 
ing in  Philadelphia,  will  be,  if  they  have  not  been  already,  commissioned 
Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  naval  service. 


Chelsea  Hospital. — Number  of  sick  or  disabled  seamen  who  were  re- 
ceived the  last  quarter,  ending  December  31,  145.  Number  in  the  Hos- 
pital, October  31,  53.  Number  discharged  as  cured  or  relieved,  141. 
Died  during  the  quarter,  7.     Patients  remaining,  December  31,  1841,  40. 
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Applirnfin7i  of  I  he  Subcutaneous  Method  lo  the  Opera  t'lnn  for  Strangu- 
lated Hernia.  By  "SI.  Julks  Guerin.  —  In  this  rase;  llic  hernia  was  a  con- 
gfonilal  opiplorrlc  which  had  l)ecn  siranq'nialcd  for  ihrco  days.  The  usual 
means  ol  reduciion  liad  hcen  applied,  and  the  tumor  had  become  hard, 
eniiorij^ed,  and  ilic  seal  of  conunencing'  inflanimalory  action.  Afier  divi- 
sion of  the  two  riiif^s  and  of  the  antero-supcrior  wall  of  ihe  inguinal  canal, 
the  reduction  was  immedialcly  etfected.  The  wound  did  not  inflame,  nor 
did  the  slii^luest  febrile  symptoms  follow.  The  patient  was  able  to  rise 
on  ihcciirhth  day.  takincf  care  lo  wear  a  bandage. — British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  from  Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris. 


Medical  Miscellany. — No.  IV.  of  the  Guardian  of  Health  is  received. 
Where  are  Nos.  II.  and  III.  ?  Apothecaries  and  the  Vuhlic,  is  a  good  paper, 
commending  itself  to  all  thinking  people.  The  same  paper  warns  its  readers 
against  mineral  amalgams  for  filling  decayed  teeth.  Beware  of  cheap  den- 
tistry, is  the  word. — Surgeon  D.  Egbert,  of  the  Navy,  is  ordered  lo  rendez- 
vous at  Kensington. — The  venerable  Dr.  Seeger,  of  Northampton,  a  German 
by 'birth  and  education,  a  colemporary,  it  is  believed,  with  the  celebrated 
Hahnemann,  is  writing  vigorously  against  homnDopalhy. — Samuel  Trull, 
M.D.,  and  W.  N.  Boylslon,  M.D.,  have  received  the  appointment  of  phy- 
sicians to  the  Boston  Dispensary. — Dr.  Cabot,  a  young  physician  of  Bos- 
ton, is  with  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Calherwood,  at  the  ruins  of  Uxmal. — 
Dr.  Dix,  of  this  city,  will  be  at  Dr.  Jones's  Hospital,  Springfield,  Mass., 
February  2d,  to  perform  the  operation  of  strabismus. — In  Newport,  R.  I., 
of  a  population  of  8333,  are  34  persons  over  70  years  of  age.  The 
eldest  is  96;  the  average  age  is  over  80,  and  the  united  ages  amount  to 
27*24  years. — Peter  Wendell,  M.D.,  of  i\lbany,  has  been  chosen  Chan- 
cellor of  the  New  York  University,  by  the  Regents. — M.  A.  Boucherie, 
M.D.,  is  the  name  of  the  author  of  a  memoir  on  the  preservation  of  tim- 
ber, now  attracting  the  attention  of  nearly  all  the  governments  of  Europe, 
at  all  interested  in  naval  architecture. — Thnmas  P.  Jones,  M.D.,  editor  of 
the  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia,  sustains  that  useful 
Journal  with  -uccess  and  ability. — At  the  Island  of  Jamaica  the  scarlet 
fever  was  still  prevailing  at  the  latest  dates — unknown  there  before  for 
upwards  of  ninety  years.  The  fatal  disease  was  introduced  there  the  pre- 
sent season  by  some  European  emigrants. — Dr.  Brown  has  lectured  ac- 
ceptably in  New  York  on  the  pathology  of  intemperance — and  is  to  be 
followed  by  Dr.  Horace  Green,  lale  of  the  Vermont  Medical  Academy,  on 
the  same  topic.  Dr.  Marsh,  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  has  recently  distinguished 
himself  in  the  same  department  of  humanity. 

To  CoRRESPONDEiNTs. — Dr.  Nortli's  papers  are  received,  but  as  they  must 
necessarily  occupy  more  than  one  No.,  they  -will  be  reserved  till  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  volume. 

Married, — At  Baltimore,  Ohio,  Dr.  Asa  Ilor,  to  Miss  E.  Sherman. 

DrFn,— At  New  York,  JonatJian  II.  Mansell,  M.D.,  3G.— Near  Davidson,  N.  C, 
Dr.  White — drowned  in  attempting  to  ford  a  stream. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  .Inn.  22,  40.— Males,  ]6  -,  Femalrs,  24.     Stillborn,  ]. 

Of  consumption,  5— child-bed,  3— srurlct  fever,  6— croup,  3— iii/lnnimation  of  the  brain,  1— hooping 
cough,  1— di.sea»e  of  the  heart,  1— infantile,  .3— diarrhcra,  1— pleurisy,  1— lung  fever,  4— measles,  1— 
fiti,  1— apoplexy,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— old  age,  1— dropsy  oa  the 
braio,  2 — crysipcla-s,  1 — bronchitis,  1. 
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CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

Thk  aiiuunl  Lectiir«!i  in  the  C'ttHtleion  Medical  (.'(illej^f,  late  Vermont  Academy  of  Medictae,  will  be 
cumiaeiiced  on  the  aecoiid  Tuesday,  ttlli  ol  March,  i«-l2,  and  be  cuutiuued  tuurleeu  weeku. 

General,  ripecial  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  by  James  McClintock,  M.I). 

Materia  Medna,  Thera|ieiiiica  and  (Jlisleirics,  by  Juhki'H  l'bHKi>H,  M.l). 

Principles  and  Practice  of  rturijery,  by   Fu.\.nk  H.   Hamilto.n,  M.l). 

Theory    and  Practice  ol  Medicine,  by  Dwiu  M.  Utfc:.si::,  M.l). 

Physiology,  (Jeneral  Pathology,  and  Operative  Obstetrics,  by  CllAUNCBY  L.  MITCHELL,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Phftrniacy,  by  VVilliayi  M\thk«,  M.l). 

Oiihlhalniic  Anatomy    and  Surgery,  by  William  C   Wallace,  M.D. 

.Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  William  P.  Kus.sell,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  tlouEKT  Jamieson,  M.D. 

Fees  lor  the  course,  $5').  Matriculating  fee,  ^5.  Fee  lor  those  who  have  attended  two  full  course* 
at  other  ret^ular  medical  insiitulions,  !t>lU.     Kvpense  of  boardini;,  &c.  $I,5U  to  $2,25. 

In  itie  la.il  course  a  niunliert)!  surgical  o|ieialions  were  ptrlorined  before  the  class;  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of  such  cases  will  be  much  greater  durim:  the  next  term. 

CwiCleton,  yt.,  JuH-i,  18U.  J.  12.— 2iii  JOSLPll  PFllKINS,  Registrar. 

MA.SSACHU^K'ITS    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

Censors'  MEEriNO. — There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Censors  for  the  First  District  and  for  the  Society 
on  Wednesday,  the  26th  day  of  January,  1«42,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  the  hon.^e  of  the  subscriber,  No. 
y  Franklin  place.  JOHN  JEFFttlLS,  Hecretary  oj  Censors. 

Boston,  Dtc.  27,  1841.  Jan  5 — tm 

MEDICAL   SCHOOL  OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Uowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  14th  day  of  February,  1842^ 

and  continue  three  months. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  -  -  ...  Joseph  Rody,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  -  ...  William  Sweetser,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by-  -  --  -  -  -  Ebenezer   Wells,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medira,  by      -  -  -         -  Parker  CLEAVELA^D,  M.D. 

The  Library  contains  about  3000  vols,  principally  modern  works. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  Institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satis&ctory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  Lectures  is  $.50,  payable  in  advance.     Graduation  fee,  $10. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  Mav,  and  at  the  following  Commencement 
of  the  College  in  September.  PARKER  CLEAVELaND,  Secretary. 

Brunswick,  October,  ld41.  D.  8 — eop6t 

TREMONT-STREET   MEDICAL   SCHOOL. 

The  subscribers,  at  their  rooms  iiiTremont  street,  continue  to  give  personal  iimtruction  to  private  pupils 
as  heretotbre,  in  the  various  branches  of  medicine,  in  connection  with  the  practical  pursuit  of  anatomy, 
and  attendance  on  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Eye  and  Ear  Inlirmary,  and  the  other  op- 
portunities belonging  to  their  school.  JACOB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Jy  28— eoply  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS.  ^ 

A  complete  assortment  of  Siirsriotl  and  Denial  Instruments,  English  and  American — for  sale  low,  by 
BREWERS,  STEVENS  <fc  GUSHING,  90  and  92  Washington  street.  D.  29— 3in 

UTERO  ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER. 

The  subscriber  having  moved  from  No.  16  Howard  street  to  No.  3  Winter  street,  would  inform  medi- 
cal gentlemen  that  he  still  continues  to  manufacture  his  improved  "Chapin's  Abdominal  Supporter," 
and  they  can  be  turnlshed  with  this  instrument  (which  has  been  found  so  useful  in  cases  of  i)rolapsus 
uteri,  abdominal  and  dorsal  weaknesses,  as  well  as  in  cases  of  prolapsus  ani),  from  $2,50  to  $7,00,  ac- 
cording to  the  finish.  Perineum  stra|)s  (evtra)  at  75  cts.  to  $1,00.  The  measure  of  the  patients  to 
be  taken  around  the  pelvis  in  inches. 

Reference  may  be  had  to  the  following  physicians  in  Boston,  among  others,  who  recommend  this  in- 
strument: — Drs.  John  C.  Warren,  J.  Randall,  W.  Channing,  Geo.  Hayward,  J.  Ware,  E.  Reyno  ds, 
Jr.,  J.  Jeffries,     G.  B.  Doane,  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  W.  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  Homans,  J.  Mason  Warren,  &c. 

The  supporter,  with  printed  insiruclions  for  applying  the  same,  will  be  furnished  and  exchanged 
I  mil  suitably  litted,  by  application  personally,  or  by  letter,  to  A.  F.  BARTLETT, 

No.   3  Winter,  corner  of  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

The  above  may  also  be  obtained  of  Messrs.  James  Green  &  Co.,  Worcester  ;  G.  H.  Carleton  & 
Co.,  Lowell-,  Joshua  Durgin  «Sc  Co.,  Portland,  Mc. 

MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

There  will  be  a  Stated  Meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  this  Society  at  their  room,  Masonic  Tempi  e 
on  Wednesday,  the  second  day  of  February,   at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

J.  19 — tm  Recording  Secretary. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  communications  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthlv  Parts,  with  a  printed  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Editor.  '  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  for  $5,00  a  year,  in 
advance.  Ordert  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  refer- 
ence.   Postag*  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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ON  ASriIVXIA,   AND    ON    THH    RESUSCITATION    OF   STILLBORN 

CHILDREN. 

[Read  ai  the  Westminster  Medical  Society,  October  16,  1841,  by  John  Snow,  M.R.C.S. | 

Respiration,  in  a  limited  sense,  signifies  the  mutual  change  which  takes 
place  between  the  oxygen  of  the  air  and  die  blood  ;  and  this  is  not  strictly 
a  vital  process,  but  only  an  operation  of  organic  chemistry,  since  it  con- 
tinues after  death  as  well  as  before,  when  the  mechanical  advantages  for 
access  of  air  remain  the  same.  The  celebrated  Spallanzani,  in  liis  work 
on  Resjiiration,  has  shown  that  snails  and  other  animals,  which  respire 
chiefly  by  the  surface  of  the  body,  continue  after  death  to  absorb  to 
some  extent  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  and  replace  it  by  carbonic  acid  until  the 
time  when  putrefaction  commences.  When  insects  are  poisoned  by  prus- 
sic  acid,  they  come  to  life  again  after  a  little  time,  because  respiration 
has  been  going  on  by  the  tracheal  tubes  without  any  effort  of  the  animal. 
We  know  likewise  that  venous  blood  can  be  changed  to  that  of  arterial 
tint  by  agitation  with  air  out  of  tlie  body,  producing  in  the  air  the  same 
change  as  respiration. 

Respiration  seems  essential  to  the  life  of  the  whole  animal  kingdom,  and 
when  it  is  arrested  from  any  cause  the  state  called  asphyxia  is  induced. 
Asphyxia  in  the  human  being,  and  the  higher  class  of  animals,  after  the 
fuetal  circulation  is  lain  aside,  presents  the  following  phenomena  : — The 
blood  at  once  ceases  to  be  chanf^ed  in  color  whilst  passing;  through  the 
lungs,  and  venous  blood  circulates  in  the  arteries ;  but  in  a  very  little 
time  the  blood  is  refused  admission  through  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs, 
and  the  circulation  is  arrested.  The  blood  accumulates  in  the  pulmo- 
nary arteries  and  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  whilst  the  pulmonary  veins 
and  the  left  side  of  the  heart  become  empty.  The  heart  continues  to  act 
for  some  time,  and  would  propel  the  blood  through  the  system  if  it  would 
pass  the  lungs.  Consciousness  and  voluntary  motion  soon  cease,  gene- 
rally in  from  one  to  three  minutes  after  the  stoppage  of  respiration  :  con- 
vulsive motions  and  attempts  at  inspiration  supervene,  and  continue  for  a 
short  time,  but  all  signs  of  life  soon  disappear. 

It  is  a  question  whether  insensibility  is  occasioned  by  the  circulation  of 
venous  blood,  or  by  the  stoppage  of  the  circulation.  Bichat  concluded 
that  venous  blood  acted  as  a  poison  on  the  nervous  centres  and  animal 
textures  generally,  and  thus  destroyed  life,  in  which  view  he,  no  doubt, 
went  rather  too  far,  since  no  ill  effects  remain  from  the  circulation  of  dark 
blood,  if  respiration  be  renewed  in  time.  Dr.  Kay  and  others  conclude, 
26 


410  On  Asphyxia. 

from  some  experiments,  that  venous  blood,  although  not  so  good  a  stima- 
lus  to  the  brain  a»  arterial,  yet  tends  to  maintain  life ;  but  the  ordinary 
venous  blood  which  they  injected  was  not  so  utterly  deprived  of  its  artt-rial 
properties  as  the  blood  of  an  asphyxied  person,  which  has  circulated  twice 
or  thrice  round  the  body.  They  mi<(ht  indeed  have  spared  themselves 
the  trouble  of  their  experiments,  if  iliey  had  but  considered  that  newborn 
anirnals  in  which  the  foramen  ovale  and  ductus  arteriosus  are  open,  that 
all  these,  except  a  few  species  which  are  born  in  a  very  immature  stale, 
with  the  eyes  closed,  die  when  drowned,  nearly  as  quickly  as  adults,  al- 
though venous  blood  continues  to  be  sent  to  the  brain  and  all  parts  of  the 
system  :  the  action  of  the  heart  being  the  last  sign  of  life  to  disap- 
pear. Moreover,  Dr.  John  Reid,  of  Edinburgh,  has  lately  shown,  by  di- 
rect experiment,  that  voluntary  motion  ceases  in  asphyxia  before  the  force 
of  the  circulation  is  diminished.  It  is  clear,  then,  that  blood  which  has 
totally  lost  its  arterial  properties,  is  unable  to  maintain  sensibility  or  even 
vitality.  The  arrest  of  circulation  at  the  lungs,  however,  may  probably 
shorten  life  by  some  seconds,  or  even  by  a  minute  or  two. 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  conjecture  with  physiologists  whether  the  car- 
bonic acid  gas  produced  by  respiration  is  formed  in  the  lungs  by  direct 
union  of  the  oxygen  of  the  air  with  the  carbon  of  the  blood,  or  whether 
the  oxygen  is  absorbed  and  dissolved  in  the  arterial  blood,  and  unites 
with  carbon  in  the  capillary  circulation  of  the  system,  where  the  blood 
becomes  venous,  forming  carbonic  acid,  which  is  given  off  in  the  state 
of  gas  into  the  air-cells  of  the  lungs.  The  latter  theory  has  been  shown 
to  be  the  correct  one  by  the  experiments  of  Spallanzani,  repeated  by  Dr. 
Edwards,  on  respiration  in  hydrogen  gas,  and  by  the  experiments  of  Pro- 
fessor Magnus  on  the  blood.  The  formation  of  carbonic  acid  by  respiration 
is  no  doubt  the  chief  if  not  the  sole  cause  of  animal  heat.  The  quantity  of 
heat  developed  just  about  equals  the  caloric  that  would  be  given  out  by 
the  union  of  oxygen  and  carbon  under  any  other  circumstances  to  form 
the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  produced  by  respiration,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  carbonic  throughout  the  animal  kingdom  bears  always  a  direct 
proportion  to  the  quanity  of  carbonic  acid  evolved.  On  these  considera- 
tions respiration  has  been  compared  to  combustion,  and  the  lungs  to  a 
furnace ;  but  as  we  have  seen  that  the  carbonic  acid  is  really  produced 
in  the  capillary  circulation  of  the  system,  and  only  evolved  by  the  lungs, 
the  whole  body  ought  to  be  compared  to  the  furnace,  and  the  lungs  to 
the  draught  and  chimney  department — a  view  which  better  explains  the 
uniform  diffusion  of  warmth  throughout  the  body.  It  may  be  asked 
whether  asphyxia  is  occasioned  by  want  of  oxygen  In  the  blood,  or  by 
the  poisonous  effects  of  the  carbonic  acid  detained  in  it  ?  The  former  is  the 
correct  view,  since  asphyxia  takes  place  in  nitrogen  or  hydrogen  gas  the 
same  as  if  respiration  were  stopped,  notwithstanding  the  mechanical  pro- 
cess is  continued,  and  the  carbonic  acid  continues  to  be  given  off  from  the 
lungs. 

Several  theories  have  been  advanced  to  account  for  the  arrest  of  the 
circulation  through  the  lungs,  but  that  of  Dr.  Alison  is  by  far  the  most 
satisfactory  ;  viz.,  that  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  capillaries  is  as- 
sisted by  the  vital  attractions  connected  with  the  chemical  changes  which 
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are  constantly  going  on  to  elli.'ct  nu(ril"u)n  and  secretion;  and  that  conse- 
qnemly,  when  the  .su|)|)ly  of  oxy<M'ii  is  cut  olF,  and  ihe  ch<Mi)i(;al  change 
of  the  blood  is  prevented,  llu;  heart  of  itself  is  unahh'  to  i)roj)(;l  the  blood 
through  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs.  This  opinion  has  lately  been 
strengthened  by  the  discovery  of  Dr.  .1.  Kcid,  that  tii(;re  is  in  asphyxia 
an  inipedinuMit  likewise  to  the  passag(^  of  llie  blood  through  the  capilla- 
ries of  the  greater  circulation,  when  the  o|)i)osite  change  would  be  taking 
place  in  the  blood  if  it  were  not  already  in  a  carbonized  or  venous  state. 

A  consideration  of  great  practical  i[nportance  in  the  study  of  asphyxia 
is,  the  influence  of  the  temperature  of  the  medium  in  which  it  takes 
place.  Dr.  Edwards,  of  Paris,  by  a  most  extensive  and  beautiful  set  of 
experiments,  has  proved  that  throughout  the  animal  kingdom  asphyxia  is 
much  more  sudden  at  a  high  than  at  a  low  or  moderate  temperature  ;  and 
that  even  cold-blooded  animals,  which  will  linger  for  hours  deprived  of 
oxygen  at  a  low  temperature,  will  die  as  quickly  as  mammalia  or  birds  in 
water  at  blood  heat:  even  fishes  will  die  in  a  few  seconds,  or  at  most  two 
minutes,  in  water  at  100  degrees  Fahrenheit,  that  has  been  deprived  of 
its  air  by  boiling,  although  this  temperature  would  not  injure  them  with 
sufficient  air.  He  found  that  newborn  mammiferous  animals  die  most 
slowly  in  water  at  about  60  degrees,  which  is  ordinary  cold  water,  and 
that  they  die  much  more  quickly  as  the  water  approaches  blood  heat. 
Dr.  Edwards  advises  that  persons  in  the  state  of  suspended  animation 
should,  amongst  other  measures,  be  exposed  to  the  cool  air  ;  and  that  the 
application  of  heat  should  be  avoided,  unless  indeed  just  a  momentary  ap- 
plication, to  endeavor  to  arouse  sensibility.  The  Royal  Humane  Society, 
however,  directs  the  application  of  warmth  in  all  practicable  ways,  not  only 
as  an  auxiliary  to  artificial  respiration,  but  even  to  commence  with,  if  the 
means  for  the  latter  are  not  in  readiness ;  and  most  authors,  I  believe,  co- 
incide with  the  views  of  the  Humane  Society.  Dr.  Edw^ards  considers  it 
is  by  its  effects  on  the  nervous  system,  and  through  that  on  the  heart, 
that  a  high  temperature  produces  its  effects.  I  think  that,  although  the 
nervous  system  may  be  affected,  and  is  probably  the  channel  of  its 
impression,  yet  that  the  deleterious  effects  of  an  elevated  temperature, 
when  respiration  is  stopped,  depend  on  its  stimulating  the  capillary  cir- 
culation of  the  system,  and  thus  promoting  the  deoxygenation  of  the  blood, 
that  change  which  is  antagonistic  of  respiration,  which  rules  its  extent 
under  all  circumstances,  and  which,  in  fact,  constitutes  the  necessity  for 
having  a  respiration.  But,  whatever  view  we  take  of  this  point,  the  fact 
of  the  influence  of  temperature  on  asphyxia  proves  that  the  application  of 
heat  ought  to  be  avoided  until  respiration  is  thoroughly  established,  when 
it  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  useful  auxiliary  to  restore  sensibility  and  renovate 
the  patient. 

Tile  number  of  children  that  die  of  asphyxia  at  the  time  of  birth  is 
very  considerable.  Writers  on  midwifery  have  stated  that  one-twentieth 
of  the  children  brought  forth  are  stillborn,  and  of  these  a  large  propor- 
tion are  a=j>hyxiated,  from  various  causes,  often  at  the  very  moment  of 
birth.  Tlui  first  measures  that  are  generally  and  very  properly  adopted, 
when  a  child  is  born  in  a  state  of  suspended  animation,  are  to  admit  the 
cool  air  to  its  skin,  to  dash  a  few  drops  of  cold  water  on  it,  and  use  simi- 
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laf  means  to  arouse  sensibility,  more  especially  that  of  the  nerves  of  res- 
piration. From  the  ^reat  vascularity  and  sensihility  of  the  skin,  and  the 
thinness  of  the  cuticle  of  newborn  children,  threat  benefit  may  be  expect- 
ed from  the  access  of  air  to  the  surface  of  the  body.  Immersion  in 
warm  water  is  sometimes  had  recourse  to,  and  I  have  seen  it  completely 
successful  in  two  or  three  instances,  after  the  means  just  enumerated  had 
failed  ;  but  this  is  a  dangerous  measure,  one  which,  if  it  do  not  succeed, 
will  quickly  extinguish  any  possibility  of  recovery  which  may  exist,  as 
we  have  already  seen.  Tlie  great  objt?ct  in  this,  as  in  every  case  of  as- 
phyxia, is  to  establish  respiration  ;  and  if  the  patient  cannot  be  roused  to 
perform  natural  breathing,  artificial  respiration  must  be  had  recourse  to  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

Several  eminent  authors  on  midwifery  recommend  breathing  into  the 
lungs  of  the  child,  if  other  means  are  not  at  hand  ;  but  not  much  good 
can  be  expected  from  a  measure  which  would  undoubtedly  sufFocale  a 
living  child,  and  where  there  is  any  disposition  to  natural  breathing  this 
will  be  decidedly  injurious.  Allen  and  Pepys  found  that  air  which  had 
been  once  breathed  contained  about  8  per  cent,  of  carbonic  acid,  and 
that  if  the  same  air  were  breathed  over  and  over  a^ain,  till  suffocation 
was  felt.  It  would  contain  but  10  per  cent,  of  the  same  gas. 

The  apparatus  in  ordinary  use  for  artificial  respiration  is  the  bellows ; 
but  this,  although  much  better  than  blowing  with  the  breath,  is  liable  to 
many  objections :  first,  there  is  danger  of  injuring  the  texture  of  the  lungs 
by  over  distention  ;  then  there  is  a  difficulty  of  expelling  the  air  from  the 
lunfjs  after  it  has  been  injected  ;  and  the  delay  occasioned  by  thus  ex- 
pelling the  air,  by  pressing  on  the  chest  and  abdomen,  renders  it  impos- 
sible by  means  of  bellows  to  imitate  natural  respiration,  in  which  there  is 
a  constant  current  of  air  to  and  fro  in  the  lungs. 

Mr.  Read  was  introduced  to  this  Society  three  years  ago,  by  Dr. 
James  Johnson,  when  he  laid  before  us  an  invention  for  performing  artifi- 
cial respiration  much  superior  to  the  bellows.  It  consisted  of  a  syringe 
for  exhausting  the  lungs  by  the  mouth,  the  nostrils  in  the  meantime  be- 
ing held,  when,  on  removing  the  pressure  from  the  nostrils,  the  chest  ex- 
panded again  by  the  natural  elasticity  and  resiliency  of  the  ribs,  muscles 
of  respiration,  and  pulmonary  tissue,  causing  a  tendency  towards  a  vacu- 
um ;  and  tlie  air  instantly  entered  by  the  nostrils,  from  atmospheric  pres- 
sure, as  in  a  natural  inspiration  ;  when  it  was  again  withdrawn  by  the 
syringe,  and  became  renewed  in  the  same  manner.  I  at  that  time  con- 
sidered whether  the  same  plan  could  not  be  adopted  for  the  restoration  of 
stillborn  children  ;  but  there  were  insurmountable  difficulties.  The  lungs 
were  in  this  case  empty,  to  begin  with  ;  and  even  if  one  should  commence 
by  an  artificial  inflation,  the  chest  could  not  be  expected  to  take  on  all 
at  once  that  resiliency  which  it  acquires  in  after  life,  no  doubt  from  the 
fact  of  the  lungs  never  being  again  emptied  after  respiration  first  com- 
mences. So  the  matter  rested  until  a  short  time  ago,  when  Mr.  Read, 
knowing  I  took  an  ititerest  in  the  subject,  called  to  show  me  an  improve- 
ment in  his  apparatus,  which  indeed  he  had  brought  to  such  perfection, 
that  the  use  of  it  on  himself  would  supersede  his  natural  respiration  for 
an  hour  together  without  inconvenience.     1  then  suggested  that  he  should 


On  the  Rcsmcitafimi  of  SliUliorn  (Mlihcn.  413 

make  a  lilllcMiistriinKMU  on  exactly  tlio  same  plan,  adapted  to  the  size  of 
ne\\ln)rii  eliildini.  It  eonsists  of  two  syriii;;(;s,  one  of  wliiedj,  l)y  a  lube 
adapted  to  the  month,  and  closin<^  it,  withdraws  air  from  the,  Iniifrs,  and 
tile  other  syrini^e  njtnrns  the  sam(;  (jnantity  of  fresh  air  throui;h  a  tuhc 
fitted  to  the  nostrils.  The  two  j)istons  are  h(;ld  in  th(^  siirjie  liand,  and 
lifted  up  and  pressed  down  tofi;ether,  tiie  cylinders  lieini;  fjxed  side  by 
side,  and  each  havins;  two  valves.  When  the  pistons  are  raised,  one 
cylinder  becomes  filled  with  air  from  tlu;  lump's,  and  tlie  other  with  fresh 
air  from  the  atmos[)herc,  which  can  be  warnKul  on  its  way  by  ])assing 
through  a  lube  and  metal  coil  |)laced  in  hot  water.  Wiien  the  pistons 
are  depressed,  the  latter  cylinder  is  empti(ui  into  the  lungs,  and  the  air  in 
the  former  is  ejected  into  the  atmosphere.  In  this  way  a  constant  cur- 
rent of  air  to  and  Irom  the  luni^^s  is  maintained,  as  in  natural  respiration. 
The  introduction  of  warm  air  is  no  doubt  a  great  advantage.  The  ob- 
jections to  the  a])plication  of  heat  during  asphyxia  cease,  so  soon  as  there 
is  a  proper  supply  of  air  to  the  lungs  ;  and  in  introducing  heat  in 
this  way,  it  must  be  remarked  that  we  are  only  warming  that  blood  to 
which  we  are  at  the  same  time  imparting  its  arterial  properties.  This  ar- 
tificial respiration  should  be  persevered  in  for  some  lime,  say  an  hour  at 
least,  before  we  give  up  in  desjiair;  and  if  our  efforts  be  successful,  we 
should  still  persevere  until  the  child  is  completely  revived,  and  capable  of 
carrying  on  a  full  and  effective  respiration  of  its  own  :  for  the  secondary 
asphyxia  which  so  often  comes  on,  arises,  in  my  opinion,  from  an  efficient 
respiration  not  having  been  established,  whence  the  blood  remains  in  a 
badly  oxygenated  state,  and  does  not  rouse  the  nervous  system  to  its  full 
sensibility,  but  albws  it  to  remain  in  a  condition,  so  to  speak,  of  not 
truly  appreciating  it  own  want  of  respiration.  1  know  an  instance  where 
the  breathing  of  a  child  was  accidentally  interfered  with  just  after  birth  ; 
and  although  not  to  the  extent  of  producing  asphyxia,  respiration  was 
never  properly  performed,  and  the  child  died  after  a  few  hours. 

Comparing  the  weight  and  size  of  the  lungs  of  a  newborn  child  to 
those  qualities  of  adult  lungs,  the  former  may  be  expected  to  contain  nine 
or  ten  cubic  inches  of  air.  Each  cylinder  of  the  instrument  before  the 
Society  contains  an  ounce  and  a  half  by  measure,  or  somewhat  less  than 
three  cubic  inches  ;  it  can  consequently  be  used  without  the  lumis  ever 
being  either  empty  or  distended.  In  the  case  of  a  stillborn  child,  I 
should  recommend  that  the  exhausting  syringe  be  used  first  to  remove 
any  mucus  there  may  be  about  the  fauces  :  then,  since  the  lungs  are 
empty,  a  little  air  may  be  injected  with  the  other  syrino;e,  before  begin- 
ning with  the  pistons  raised  to  work  the  two  syringes  together. 

An  accoucheur  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  have  an  instrument  with 
liim  at  every  labor:  but  it  fortunately  happens  that  the  danger  of  as- 
phyxia to  the  child  is  frequently  foreseen,  sometimes  before  the  conclu- 
sion of  labor;  since  it  may  be  apprehended  in  all  preternatural  presenta- 
tions, in  cases  of  hemorrhage,  in  difficult  parluiition,  and  from  various 
other  causes.  The  instrument  may  be  useful  likewise  to  perform  artificial 
respiration  in  poisoning  with  opium,  ardent  spirit,  or  prussic  acid,  in  sud- 
den death   from  fits   in  children,  and   in  other  cases  which  will  suggest 
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themselves.     The  syringes  can  be  separated  and  used  as  stomach  or  ene- 
ma pumps,  with  the  appropriate  pipes  that  are  supplied. 

Oxyi^en  t^as  is  sometimes  luixed  with  the  air  to  be  thrown  into  the 
lun<4S  of  asphyxiated  persons.  1  imai,^ine  that  with  a  good  artificial  res- 
piration, such  as  this  instrument  will  supply,  atmospheric  air  will  be  sufli- 
cient  without  additional  oxygen  :  if,  however,  it  be  deemed  advisable,  oxy- 
gen gas  can  be  generated  in  great  purity,  in  a  few  minutes,  from  chlorate  of 
potash,  by  means  of  a  spirit-lamp  and  a  small  retort,  and  can  be  mixed 
in  any  quantity  with  atmospheric  air  in  one  of  the  bags  belonging  to  the 
instrument.  No  harm  can  arise  from  thus  using  oxygen,  unless  it  should 
be  continued  for  some  time  after  recovery. 

With  respect  to  electricity,  the  form  of  galvanism  is  die  most  conve- 
nient one  in  which  to  apply  it ;  and  there  can  be  no  harm  in  administer- 
ing sliiiht  shocks  after  lliese  other  means  have  failed.  But  the  chief  inten- 
tion of  electricity  is  to  excite  the  respiratory  movements  ;  and  this  is  fulfilled 
by  an  efficient  artificial  respiration.  I  believe  that  oxygenating  the  blood 
in  the  lungs  is  the  most  effectual  means  to  restore  the  action  of  the  heart  ; 
and  diat  it  will  restore  it  if  that  organ  retain  any  irritability,  and  the 
blood  be  not  coagulated.  The  elasticity  of  the  pulmonary  arteries  will 
probably  enable  them  to  expel  a  little  of  the  blood  with  which  they  are 
distended  through  the  capillaries,  so  soon  as  the  re-establishment  of  the 
chemical  changes  will  allow  it  to  pass ;  and  this  reaching  the  left  side 
of  the  heart,  may  restore  the  functions  of  that  organ.  As  an  instance 
how  long  the  heart  may  retain  its  muscular  irritability,  and  the  effect  of 
respiration  on  it,  I  may  mention  an  observation  I  made  on  a  Guinea  pig 
which  I  drowned.  It  died  in  two  minutes  ;  and  when  it  had  been  dead 
an  hour,  1  opened  the  chest,  and  found  tlie  right  side  of  the  heart  dis- 
tended with  blood,  the  left  side  not  containing  much,  and  the  heart  was 
perfectly  still.  In  a  little  time  the  surface  of  the  lungs  became  changed 
in  color,  from  the  air  imbibed  through  the  pleura  pulmonalis ;  and  I  was 
surprised  to  observe  a  slight  vertnicular  motion  in  the  right  auricle.  I 
divided  the  trachea,  and  performed  artificial  respiration,  and  shortly  ob- 
served that  the  ventricles  began  to  move,  and  that  some  bright  red 
blood  was  visible  through  the  coats  of  the  left  auricle.  Rhythmical  con- 
tractions of  the  heart  continued  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  in  the  minute.  The  contractions,  however,  were  not  complete, 
and  the  blood  was  not  expelled  from  the  heart.  I  foimd,  on  opening  that 
viscus,  that  there  was  coagulated  blood  in  all  its  cavities. 

Physiologists  have  amused  themselves  in  speculating  on  the  cause  of 
the  first  respiration  ;  but  doubtless  it  is  the  same  as  of  the  second  and 
third,  and  all  the  succeeding  respirations;  namely,  a  sensation  or  iinpres- 
sion  arising  from  a  want  of  oxygen  in  the  system,  and  conveyed  to  the 
medulla  oblongata,  either  by  the  blood  circulating  in  it,  by  the  nerves  in 
connection  with  it,  or  by  both  causes.  The  placenta  undoubtedly  per- 
forms for  the  foetus  the  office  not  only  of  the  lungs,  but  of  all  the  great 
excretory  organs  ;  and  so  long  as  the  placenta  performs  its  functions,  the 
foetus  is  perfectly  at  ease  and  feels  no  need  of  respiration  ;  but  whenever 
this  communication  between  the  child  and  its  niother  is  interrupted,  at 
jeast  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  the  child,  as  every  accoucheur 
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Vias  oxporitMiPiMl,  innkos  convulsive  cHorts  al  liispiratlon,  similar  lo  those 
made  by  a  (iiowuini;  animal  ;  cllorls  which  would  Ijl'  succjissHjI  ins{)ira- 
tions  jM'ovidcd  the  child  were  in  an  element  which  would  Ix*  admitted  by 
the  glottis.  Moreover,  1  hav(*  reiuarked  that  even  a  strong  child  does 
not  always  begin  to  l)reathe  the  minute  when  it  is  born  ;  but  if  the  um- 
bilical cord  be  pressed  between  the  fingers  it  will  instantly  draw  an 
inspiration. 

it  is  an  int(^rosting  question  how  long  a  complete  interruption  of  the 
placental  functions  may  have  place  in  a  child  at  full  term,  before  all  signs 
of  life  will  disappear,  and  a  state  of  suspended  animation  be  produced. 
Moralists  have  often  asserted  that  human  beings  come  into  the  world  in  a 
more  jniny  and  helpless  condition  than  any  other  animals  ;  but  in  this 
they  are  mistaken  ;  for,  without  including  marsupial  animals,  the  young 
of  cats,  and  all  those  that  are  brought  forth  with  their  eyes  closed,  can- 
not maintain  life  without  artificial  heat,  which  they  receive  by  lying  close 
to  the  mother :  in  fact  they  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  a  proper  tem- 
perature of  their  own.  A  child  born  at  the  full  term,  on  the  contrary, 
can  maintain  its  temperature  if  well  protected  from  cold.  Now  Dr.  Ed- 
wards has  proved  that  the  necessity  of  respiration  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  power  of  generating  caloric  :  kittens  and  puppies  will  linger  for 
half  an  hour  or  more  in  water  at  a  favorable  temperature  ;  but  those  young 
that  are  able  to  maintain  their  own  warmth  do  not  possess  much  advan- 
tage over  adults  in  their  power  of  resisting  asphyxia.  But  even  newborn 
kittens,  in  water  of  the  heat  of  human  blood,  do  not  live  more  than  ten 
minutes ;  so  that  a  foetus  in  the  uterus,  at  a  temperature  of  one  hundred 
degrees,  or  rather  more,  must  be  very  soon  reduced  to  a  state  of  complete 
asphyxia  ;  and  the  experience  of  medical  men,  1  believe,  pretty  well  co- 
incides with  this  conclusion.  With  a  seven-months  fcEtus  it  will  be  some- 
what different,  as  it  is  more  in  the  condition  of  those  young  that  require 
artificial  heat.  The  newborn  child,  however,  from  its  open  foramen  ovale, 
and  the  great  vascularity  and  sensibility  of  its  skin,  probably  possesses  some 
advantages  over  the  adult  in  its  capability  of  being  restored  from  apparent 
death. — Lon.  Med.  Gazette, 
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BY    WILLMM    ZOLLICKOFFER,    M.D.,    MIDDLEBURG,    MD. 

Some  years  ago,  I  acquainted  the  profession,  through  the  medium  of  the 
American  Journal  of  tlie  Medical  Sciences,  with  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
the  Euphorbia  hypericifolia.  The  fact  of  the  curative  powers  of  that  indi- 
genous production,  dependmg  on  its  astringency,  consociated  with  a  slight 
narcotic  development,  w  as  at  variance  with  the  previously  conceived  opin- 
ion of  botanists,  and  the  writers  on  medical  botany,  that,  all  the  species 
belonging  to  the  genus  Euphorbia  possessed  acrid  and  irritating  properties. 
Willdenow  says,  "  they  all  abound  with  an  acrid  milk."  This  notion  was 
a  mere  opinion,  which  doubtless  grew  out  of  the  circumstance  of  all  the 
individuals  included  in  this  genus  of  plants  possessing  acrid  properties,  so 
far  as  their  remedial  powers  had  been  ascertained.    Subsequent  experience 
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and  observation  have,  however,  proved  it  to  be  altogether  unfounded,  and 
the  virtue  of  the  niacuhita  is  an  additional  attestation  still  further  corrobo- 
rative ot  the  incorreetness  of  this  preconceived  erroneous  senlinienl. 

Generic  Character. — -Euphorbia  involucruui  caliciforu),  eight  to  len 
toothed,  exterior  alternate  dentures,  glanduloid,  or  petaloid. — Stamina, 
indefinite,  twelve  or  more,  rarely  less  ;  filaments  articulated  ;  receptacle 
squaniose;  female  flower,  soHtary  stipiiate,  naked  ;  capsule,  dnee  grained 
— Nuttall.     The  capsule  is  sometimes  smooth,  pubescent  or  warty. 

Specific  Character. — Euphorbia  maculata;  stem  procumbent,  spread- 
ing dat  on  the  ground,  much  branched  and  raisy  ;  leaves  opposite,  oval 
or  oblong,  servulute,  obli(jue  at  the  base,  on  short  petioles,  smooth  above, 
hairy  and  pale  beneath  ;  flowers  solitary,  axillary,  much  shorter  than  the 
leaves.  This  description  given  by  Torrey,  is  more  accurate  than  that 
given  by  any  other  writer. 

The  maculata  is  an  inhabitant  of  sandy  fields  which  are  cultivated  an- 
nually. It  delights  in  the  same  kind  of  soil  as  the  Euphorbia  hypericifolia, 
and  is  generally  found  growing  with  this  plant.  It  is  an  annual  produc- 
tion— flowering  from  the  fast  of  July  until  the  last  of  September.  The 
leaves  are  not  unfrequently  stained  of  a  deep  brown  color.  It  is  from  six 
to  twelve  inches  long  ;  and  emits,  upon  the  slightest  incision  or  fracture  of 
any  part,  a  copious  milky  exudation. 

The  Euphorbia  macidata  belongs  to  the  class  monoecia  ;  the  order 
monadelphia  of  Michaux,  to  the  class  dodecandra,  and  order  trigynia 
of  Linnsus,  and  to  the  natural  order  tricocca3  of  Linnaeus.  Euphorbia 
of  Jussieu  ;  and  Euphorbiacea3  of  Professor  Lindley,  of  the  University 
of  London. 

In  its  sensible  properties  this  plant  is  strikingly  analogous  to  the  hyperi- 
cifolia, being  partially  sweetish,  and  asfrin<rc7it  to  the  taste. 

Solubility. — Diluted  alcoliol  and  water  both  extract  the  active  proper- 
ties of  the  plant;  but  the  latter  is  the  best  menstruum  for  the  solution  of 
its  elements  of  activity,  and  for  its  exhibition. 

Chemical  Composition. — I  digested  jiortions  of  the  dried  plant  in  sul- 
phuric ether  and  alcohol ;  upon  the  addition  of  alcohol  to  the  elherial  so- 
lution a  whitish  precipitate  was  evident  ;  and  by  adding  distilled  water  to 
the  alcoholic  preparation  a  pearly  turbidness  took  place  in  the  commixture. 
The  decoction  prepared  with  distilled  water  threw  down  a  copious  pre- 
cipitate on  the  addition  of  a  solution  of  gelatine  ;  and  a  dark  blue  color 
was  imparted  to  a  portion  of  the  same  decoction,  by  throwing  into  it  a 
few  drops  of  a  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  iron.  From  these  results  it 
may  readily  be  inferred  that  the  Euphorbia  maculata  contains  caoutchouc 
— resin — tannin  and  (jallic  acid. 

Incompntihle  Substances. — When  the  infusions  and  decoctions  are  ex- 
hibited with  a  view  to  the  production  of  their  remedial  effects,  the  me- 
tallic salts  into  wliich  iron  enters  as  the  basis,  and  the  solutions  of  animal 
gelatine,  should  be  avoided,  from  their  direct  tendency  to  change  the 
peculiar  principle  upon  which  its  powers  depend,  and  thereby  render 
it  inert. 

The  astringent  properties  of  the  maculata  reside  in  every  part  of  the 
plant,  while  the  slight  narcotic  power  it  possesses  is  found  in  the  lacteous 
exudation  only. 
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Medical  Use. — TIic  consociato  rotnl)"mnli(Mi  of  an  astriiif^^nnt  and  nar- 
cotic, wlilch  is  found  in  cvory  |);irt  of  tlii'  Mupliorijia  inaciilata,  n.-ndcrs  it 
an  invaluai)lc  icnicdy  in  irancjuillizini;  and  conlrollin^aliose  morbid  condi- 
tions of  llic  int(?slinal  canal  which  ^'ive  riso  to  cliolcMa  infantum,  diarrlKea 
and  dyscutriv,  particulnrlij  in  thoir  secondary  sta^^cs.  I  have  used  an 
infusion  of  iht'  plant,  in  the  secondary  stati-s  of  (hscascd  action  of  lh(i  mala- 
dies under  consideration,  with  as  much  success  as  I  have  lic(|U(iiiIy  wit- 
nessed from  llic  exhibition  of  Uiuo  and  catechu  when  achuinistenul  alone, 
and  in  conjunction  w  ilh  opium.  In  the  two  latter  aO'ections,  I  have  (gene- 
rally used  the  followiui,^  prescription  : — R.  Euphorbia;  niaculalai  foliorum 
exsiccat.,  3  i.  Infmide  in  octavio  a(juai  bulientis.  Capiat  cochlearia 
ma<:;na  unacjuaquc  bora  donee  morbi  symtomata  ccssantur. 

The  dose  of  the  above  preparation  is  intended  for  an  adult.  In  cholera 
infantum,  I  usually  give  a  leasi)oonful  of  an  infusion  of  the  same  strength 
every  two  or  three  hours,  in  the  same  quantity  of  water  sweetened  with 
loaf  sugar.  In  a  variety  of  morbid  discharges  from  constitutional  debility, 
or  arising  from  relaxation  of  the  adbcted  part,  1  have  found  the  continued 
use  of  the  Euphorbia  rnaculata  for  two  or  three  weeks  competent  to  the 
production  of  the  most  excellent  effects. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Med.  Sciences. 


CASE   OF  DISLOCATION   OF    THE    HEAD    OF    THE    TIHGH   BONE, 
BACKWARDS  OR  INTO   THE   ISCHIATIC   NOTCH. 

BY    F.    W.    FITTOCK,    ES^.,    M.R.C.S.,    ETC.,    SELLINGE, 

George  Sole,  aetat.  55,  a  short  spare  man,  laborer,  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Marchant,  of  Otterpool,  in  the  parish  of  Lympne,  met  with  the 
above  accident  by  a  fall  from  a  horse,  on  Thursday,  October  7lh.  After 
his  removal  home,  and  three  hours  from  the  time  of  the  accident  happen- 
ing, he  was  examined  by  IVIr.  Fagg,  Mr.  Le  Gros  and  myself:  with  but 
little  difficulty,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  case  was  one  of  dis- 
location of  the  head  of  the  thif];h  bone,  backwards,  the  distinfruishino- 
signs  being  as  follows :  the  hip  of  the  left  side  was  flattened,  the  trochan- 
ter major  could  not  be  felt  in  its  natural  position,  but  fully  an  inch  poste- 
rior to  that  and  slightly  upwards.  On  rotating  the  limb,  which  was  done 
with  great  difficulty,  the  head  of  the  bone,  although  very  indistinctly, 
could  be  just  felt  in  the  situation  of  the  ischiatic  notch  ;  the  knee  was 
very  much  inverted  and  a  little  flexed  ;  the  limb  shorter  by  an  inch  than 
the  opposite,  and  the  toes  resting  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  ball  of  the 
great  toe  of  the  right  foot.  Every  attempt  at  rotation  caused  severe 
pain,  the  head  of  the  bone  appearing  as  it  were  locked.  After  we  had 
placed  the  patient  on  a  table,  and  adjusted  the  pulleys,  we  gave  him  tar- 
tar emetic,  which  soon  producing  its  effect,  we  commenced  the  extension, 
and  gradually  kept  it  up  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
towel,  when,  failing  in  reduction,  we  determined  upon  allowing  some 
days  to  intervene  before  we  made  a  second  trial.  Keeping  the  patient  in 
bed  on  low  diet,  no  unfavorable  symptoms  occurred,  and  the  case  be- 
came more  plainly  marked  than  before,  for  the  muscles  w-ere  so  relaxed 
that  the  brim  of  the  acetabulum  could  be  defined,  and  the  head  of  the 
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bone  distinctly  felt  in  the  situation  of  the  ischiiuic  notch  ;  nine  days 
having  now  elapsed,  I  requested  the  assistance  of  my  friends,  Mr.  Fagg, 
Mr.  Le  Gros  and  IVlr.  Tyson.  We  placed  the  patient  in  a  warm  hath, 
and  allowed  him  to  remain  there  until  he  was  faint ;  when,  removing  him 
to  the  table,  and  administering  the  tartar  emetic,  1  adjusted  the  pulleys, 
and  gave  them  in  charge  to  Mr.  Le  Gros  ;  extension  was  now  gradu- 
ally kept  up  for  twenty-five  minutes,  when,  with  my  hand  placed  over 
the  trochanter,  I  could  feel  it  advance,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  follow- 
ing, appeared  to  be  jerked  into  the  acetabulum.  Upon  relaxing  exten- 
sion, both  legs  were  found  to  be  of  the  same  length. 

Remarks. — The  accident  in  this  case  occurred  from  the  man's  sitting 
sideways  on  his  master's  horse,  and  being  suddenly  thrown  upon  the  hip 
of  the  right  side,  the  left  knee  at  the  same  time  coming  in  contact  with 
the  ground:  a  snap  was  immediately  felt  by  Sole,  who  supposed  his  thigh 
was  fractured.  The  dislocation  backwards  is  commonly  described  as  be- 
ing detected  with  difTiculty  ;  in  this  case,  a  slight  muscular  frame  and  de- 
ficient obesity  facilitated  our  examination,  and  enabled  us  to  ascertain 
with  certainty  the  nature  of  the  accident ;  from  first  to  last,  the  limb  al- 
tered not  in  position,  the  inversion  of  the  limb  was  very  great,  much  more 
so  than  is  given  either  in  the  description  or  the  figure  in  Sir  Astley's 
work  ;  the  patella  of  the  left  knee  facing  the  inner  side  of  the  right  leg. 
When  we  accomplished  the  reduction  of  die  dislocation,  our  line  of  ex- 
tension was  the  upper  third  of  tiie  sound  thigh,  and  considerably  upwards, 
the  patient  lying  on  his  right  side.  The  distance  between  the  two  fixed 
points  was  ten  feet ;  one  of  the  staples  being  a  foot,  the  other  six  feet 
from  the  ground.  The  body  of  the  patient  was  considerably  bent,  in 
order  to  secure  the  pelvis  more  effectually  ;  and  the  belt  was  so  adjusted 
as  to  be  below  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  A 
case  of  the  same  kind  occurred  in  this  neighborhood  about  nine  years  ago, 
which  my  friend,  Mr.  Fagg,  attended  in  consultation  ;  the  first  attempt  at 
reduction  failing  ;  the  second,  at  the  termination  of  ten  days,  was  success- 
ful.— London  Lancet. 
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HOSPITAL  AT  CANTON. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  some  lime  since  Dr.  Colledge,  and  quite  re- 
cently the  Rev.  Peter  Parker,  M.D.,  solicited  the  countenance,  and,  in- 
directly, funds,  in  the  Adantic  cities,  for  the  support  of  a  hospital  in 
China,  which  has  been  some  time  in  being,  but  which  at  the  present  critical 
period  is  closed.  The  object  has  met  the  hearty  approbation  of  phi- 
lanthropists and  capitalists.  Aside  from  all  considerations  of  a  merely 
temporal  nature,  nearly  if  not  all  denominations  of  Christians  have  gladly 
cheered  the  enterprise  with  liberal  donations,  fully  believing  the  physical 
blessing  that  would  be  directly  conferred  upon  the  Chinese  people,  through 
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the  instrumonlaliiy  of  the  art  of  siirf^ery,  would  ovcntimlly  opon  ihc  way 
for  llio  iiilroduclion  of  Clirislianily  and  a  liighcr  rivilizatioii.  The  profes- 
sion in  this  country,  generally,  so  far  as  a  public  expression  has  been 
made,  has  viewed  the  projeci  of  Dr.  I'arKer  with  favor.  Hut  all  at  once 
indications  are  £j;iven,  from  unexpected  sources,  that  this  Canton  hospital 
fichenne  is  quite  an  unworthy  object,  promisinji^  more  than  it  can  effect. 
If,  says  a  writer  in  one  of  the  daily  papers,  the  British  want  a  hospital, 
let  them  establish  it  themselves.  Why  should  the  people  of  America  be 
troubled  about  it?  Hospitals,  almshouses,  dispensaries,  and  unnumbered 
multitudes  of  paupers  amon^]^  ourselves,  have  a  higher  claim  both  on  the 
purses  and  the  benevolence  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  Slates,  than 
the  subjects  of  his  celestial  majesty  of  China,  or  the  British  residents  of 
Macao  or  Canton  !  Such  is  the  drift  of  an  argument  recently  set  forth. 
Since  it  neither  contemplates  the  true  nature  of  Dr.  Parker's  labors,  nor 
foresees  the  ultimate  advantages  accruing  to  humanity  in  that  part  of  Asia, 
the  writer  is  certainly  ignorant  of  the  subject  on  which  he  attempts  to  en- 
lighten others. 


Medical  Lectures  in  Maine. — Students  of  medicine  are  reminded  that 
the  lecture  term  at  Brunswick,  Me.,  will  commence  on  Monday,  February 
14th,  which  is  close  at  hand. 

There  is  a  commendable  stability  in  this  school,  which  in  an  age  of 
mutations  is  really  delightful  to  contemplate.  Neither  internal  broils 
among  the  professors,  nor  a  restless,  envious  spirit,  that  hates  what  it 
cannot  control,  has  ever  been  manifested  at  that  Institution.  With  a 
quiet,  unobtrusive  course  of  systematic  operations,  from  year  to  year,  the 
pupil  is  taught,  scientifically,  the  great  and  important  truths  he  is  to  prac- 
tise ;  and  when  in  a  condition  to  sustain  himself  honorably  before  a  legal 
board  of  examiners,  a  diploma  is  conferred  that  will  command  respect  in 
any  country  where  such  distinctions  are  acknowledged  to  be  the  evidence 
of  professional  qualifications. 


NeiV'York  Lancet. — Although  this  new  candidate  for  public  favor  has 
been  some  weeks  in  existence,  the  numbers  have  but  recently  been  re- 
ceived at  this  oflice,  and  therefore  we  have  hardly  yet  had  an  opportunity 
of  reading  them.  In  the  mechanical  execution,  there  is  neatness  and  a 
good  arrangement  of  the  materials.  The  type  is  very  plain,  and  the  pa- 
per desirably  firm.  At  present,  the  articles  are  placed  in  double  columns, 
which  gives  a  finished  appearance  to  the  page  ;  but  this  mode  of  con- 
structing pages  has  been  pretty  much  abandoned  by  the  medical  jour- 
nals in  this  country,  mostly  because,  when  bound,  the  essential  parts  of 
the  journal  become  a  library  book,  and  its  pages  are  altogether  more  con- 
venient for  being  like  those  of  an  ordinary  book.  This,  after  all,  is  a 
mere  matter  of  individual  taste,  and  has  no  more  to  do  with  the  merits  of 
a  periodical,  than  with  the  volcanoes  of  the  moon.  The  editor  is  J.  A. 
Houston,  M.D.,  who  certainly  gives  abundant  evidence  of  an  active  mind, 
and  we  doubt  not  that  time  will  show  him  to  be  a  bright  star  in  the  west- 
•ern  medical  hemisphere.  Being  disposed  to  live  harmoniously  with  all 
mankind,  preferring  peace  to  war,  and  the  social  courtesies  of  life  to  a 
wrangling,  fault-finding  acquaintance,  we  congratulate  all  new  comers 
-upon  their  prospects  of  success,  and  cordially  proflTer  our  services  to  pro- 
znote  their  laudable  undertakings. 
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Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum. — From  the  last  annual  report,  for  which  we  are 
iiidebled  to  Dr.  iMiller,  of  iMarisfield,  Ohio,  we  learn  that  the  number  of 
patients  aJiniiteJ  the  past  year,  ending  November  15,  was  85 — males  4S, 
females  37;  old  cases  42,  recent  cases  (less  duration  than  one  year)  43. 
Average  nuinber  in  the  Asylum  the  present  year,  143.  Per  cent,  of  deuths 
the  present  year,  9.79.  Proportion  of  deatiis  the  present  year,  1  of  10.21. 
Percent,  of  deaths  upon  the  averaj^e  number  for  three  years,  10.65.  Num- 
ber discharged  the  present  year,  81 — recovered  44,  improved  5,  incurable 
18,  died  14.  Number  of  old  cases  discharged  the  present  year, 42 — recover- 
ed 10,  incurable  22,  died  10.  Number  of  recent  cases  discharged  the 
present  year,  39 — recovered  34,  incurable  1,  died  4.  Per  cent,  of  re- 
coveries on  all  the  cases  discharged  the  present  year,  54.32.  Per  cent, 
of  recoveries  on  the  old  cases  discharged  the  present  year,  including  18 
discharged  by  the  directors  for  want  of  room,  23.80.  Per  cent,  of  re- 
coveries on  the  recent  cases  discharged  the  present  year,  87.17.  Present 
number  in  the  Asylum,  142 — males  74,  females  6S!^  Old  cases  119,  re- 
cent do.  23. 

"  The  Institution,"  says  Dr.  Awl,  the  Superintendent,  "  has  continued 
to  be  crowded  by  patients  ;  and,  amidst  all  its  favorable  results  and  bless- 
ings, it  is  still  matter  of  sincere  and  painful  regret,  that  we  are  compelled, 
for  want  of  room,  to  deny  its  comforts  and  privileges  to  so  many  unfortu- 
nate and  afflicted  citizens  in  the  ditferent  counties  of  the  State. 

"  Over  one  hundred  formal  and  informal  applications  for  admission  from 
our  own  people,  have,  on  this  account,  been  refused  during  the  past  year  ; 
and,  of  those  received,  w^e  have  in  most  cases  been  compelled  to  postpone 
their  admission  for  six,  nine,  and  even  twelve  months  after  date.  This, 
by  depriving  us,  in  many  instances,  of  the  recent  and  curable  cases  as 
they  have  occurred,  has  had  a  very  important  and  unfavorable  influence 
upon  our  success,  and  is  the  chief  reason  why  the  actual  number  of  re- 
coveries is  less  than  was  reported  last  year." 

"  It  may  here  be  appropriately  remarked,  that  the  favorable  results  of  this 
Institution  are  calculated  to  strengthen  and  enforce  the  opinion  nov7  very 
generally  entertained  that  mental  derangement  is  strictly  and  entirely  a 
physical  disease,  and  that  its  immediate  cause  is  the  direct  obstruction  or 
impairment  of  one  or  more  organs  or  tissues  of  animal  life.  '  The  whole 
head  may  be  sick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint,'  but  the  immortal  spirit  itself 
can  neither  waste  with  corruptible  flesh,  nor  be  stricken  in  years.  It  is 
equally  clear  that,  when  properly  understood,  insanity  is  as  capable  of 
being  cured,  in  its  early  stages,  as  any  other  disease  of  the  same  force  to 
which  our  nature  is  exposed.  The  experience  of  this  Institution,  also, 
demonstrates  its  value  and  blessing  to  the  large  and  unhappy  portion, 
which  time  and  disease  have  rendered  incurable;  and  we  hope  we  may 
venture  to  add,  that  its  reputation  and  prosperity  strongly  appeal  to  the 
wisdom  and  liberality  of  an  enlightened  public  for  the  continued  means 
of  support." 

Drunkard's  Retreat. — E.  G.  Wheeler,  M.D.,  has  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment of  Overseer  and  Physician  to  the  Delevan  Institute,  an  establish- 
ment lately  organized  at  Bergen  Heights,  New  Jersey.  The  object  of 
this  Institution  is  a  philanthropic  one,  being  principally  and  originally  to 
reclaim  the  drunkard,  and  bring  him  to  be  what  man  should  be.  Fifty  in- 
dividuals from  this  class  have  already  entered  the  Asylum,  and  are  soberly 
.and  steadily  pursuing  the  labor  of  their  different  trades.     The  building 
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will  accoinniodnlo  from  iwo  to  ihroo  liuixlrcd.  'J'ho  jippoinlincnt  of  Dr. 
W.  is  n  good  one,  ;iiid  we  w\A\  him  and  iho  Iiisliliuion  every  possible 
success. 

Colonial  r//i/sirian  of  Lihcria. — On  looKiiij^  over  laic  d('>|)alchcs  to  the 
Colonization  Society,  at  Washington,  announcing  the  very  aflliclitif;  intel- 
lijicncc  of  the  sudden  death  of  Gov.  Buchanan,  of  Liheria,  for  whom  the 
friends  of  humanity  everywhere  will  mourn,  the  letter  of  Lawrence  Day, 
]\1.D.,  who  holds  the  oflice  of  Colonial  Physician,  was  noticed  as  remark- 
able for  the  beauty  of  the  language,  its  elevated  sentiments  and  Chri.-^iian 
humility.  Although  we  know  nothing  of  Dr.  D.  beyond  this  one  speci- 
men of  his  mind,  it  is  evident  that  the  Colony  has  in  its  service  a  physi- 
cian who  would  take  rank  in  any  part  of  the  world.  With  such  oppor- 
tunities as  are  continually  presenting,  he  would  confer  a  great  favor  on 
the  commercial  part  of  mankind,  by  giving  a  medical  history  of  that  part 
of  Africa  where  he  resides.  Death  sweeps  off  such  a  multitude  of  emi- 
grants that  seamen  are  afraid  of  Liberia. 


Medical  histihition  of  Yale  College. — The  Committee  for  the  exami- 
nation of  candidates  for  degrees  and  licenses,  convened  in  the  Medical 
College  on  the  lOih  inst.  and  continued  in  session  three  days.  Present, 
on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Society.  Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.D.,  President  ; 
Dyar  T.  Brainard,  M.D.  and  Archibald  Welch,  M.D.  ;  and  on  the  part 
of  Yale  College,  Professors  Silliman,  Ives,  Knight,  Beers  and  Hooker. 
Nineteen  candidates,  after  reading  their  dissertations,  and  passing  a  satis- 
factory examination,  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine, 
viz.  : — 

David  Fisher  Atwater,  A.B.,  New  York,  on  Syphilis.  Eli  Whitney 
Blake,  A.B.,  New  Haven,  on  Amaurosis.  Horace  Burr,  Haddam,  on  In- 
vestigation  and  Discrimination  in  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  Otis  Cooper, 
North  Kingston,  R,  L,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage.  Philo  Nichols  Curtis, 
Newtowm,  on  Intermittent  Fever.  Wm.  Mark  Curtiss,  Trumbull,  on  The 
lnJ2irioiis  Effects  of  Stiimdating  Diet,  Joel  Fuller  Erving,  Hartford, 
on  Insanity.  Alonzo  Fuller,  Lebanon,  on  The  Powers  of  Medicinal 
Agents.  Samuel  Brown  Fuller,  Hartford,  on  Scarlatina.  Wm.  Henry 
Goode,  Powhatan  Co.,  Va.,  on  Arsenious  Acid.  Edwin  Everett  Gordon, 
New^  Haven,  on  Colic.  Ashbel  Bradford  Haile,  A.M.,  Gouverneur,  N.  Y. 
on  The  Causes  of  Disease.  Eoswcll  Hawley,  Farmington,  on  Diagjwsis. 
Jacob  Thompson  Hotchkiss,  A.B.,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  on  Phlegmonous 
and  Erysipelatous  Inflammation.  John  Tyler  Lillibridge,  New  York,  on 
Iodine.  Edward  Phelps  Lyman,  Warren,  on  Empiricism.  Fenner  Har- 
ris  Peckham,  Killingly,  on  Counter- Irritatio?i.  James  Davenport  Whelp- 
ley,  A.B.,  New  Haven,  on  The  Unity  of  the  Organic  System.  Levi  Dib- 
ble Wilcoxson,  A.B.,  New  Haven,  on  Phthisis. 

Earl  Swift,  M.D. ,  of  lALansfield,  being  prevented  by  an  accidental  injury 
from  attending  the  examination,  his  appomtment  to  give  the  Annual  Ad- 
dress to  the  candidates  was  continued  to  January,  J843  ;  and  Archibald 
Welch,  M.D.,  of  Welhersfield,  was  appointed  his  substitute. 


On  the  Repeated  Application  of  one  or  two  Leeches  to  the  Knee  in  Dys- 
menorrha:a.     By   M.  Trousseau. — In  three   hospital   patients  under  the 
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care  of  M.  Trousseau  the  catamenia  have  followed  the  application  of  a 
leech  to  the  internal  surf'irce  of  the  knee.  In  one  case  a  leech  was  applied 
to  the  right  knee  ;  while  it  held  on  the  patient  experienced  noihitjg  par- 
ticular, but  as  soon  as  it  fell  otf  pains  in  the  loins  came  on,  which  lasted 
almost  an  hour,  and  the  discharge  then  appeared.  The  next  day  it  was 
arrested  again,  and  a  leech  was  applied  to  the  left  knee  ;  and  the  discharge 
appeared  as  before,  and  continued  as  usual  during  three  days.  In  another 
case  the  pains  of  uterine  congestion  commenced  with  the  application  of 
the  leech,  which  adhered  during  an  hour.  The  effect  produced  by  one 
leech  is  not  wonderful,  says  M.  Trousseau,  because  if  the  bleeding  is 
allowed  to  continue,  as  large  a  quantity  of  blood  flows  as  the  ordinary 
amount  of  menstrual  discharge. — Britiah  and  Foreign  Med.  Review,  from 
Bull.  Gen.  de  Therapeutique. 


Case  of  Hepato-pleuro-bronchial  Fishila.  By  M.  Pelletan. — At  the 
sitting  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  March  23,  1841,  M.  Pelletarv 
presented  the  lung,  pleura  and  liver  of  a  man  who  died  under  his  care  in 
the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis.  Some  time  before  the  death  of  this  patient,  he 
began  to  expectorate  a  yellow  matter,  which  had  some  resemblance  to 
bile,  but  accident  prevented  it  from  being  analyzed.  On  post-mortem 
examination  it  was  found  that  an  abscess  had  broken  through  the  whole 
thickness  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  and  the  diaphragm,  and  commu- 
nicated with  the  pleura  which  formed  a  pouch  at  this  situation.  The 
neighboring  portion  of  lung  was  condensed,  and  a  fistulous  canal  passed 
through  the  pulmonary  substance  and  communicated  with  the  bronchial 
tubes. — Ibid.,  from  Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris. 


On  the  curative  Influence  of  Galvanism  in  some  Organic  Diseases  of 
the  Eye.  By  Drs.  Lerche  and  Kabat. — In  the  last  No.  some  account 
was  ffiven  of  this  mode  of  treatment  :  the  two  papers  before  us  contain 
notvces  of  seven  more  cases  of  cataract  in  which  it  has  been  tried.  The 
result  appears  on  the  whole  unsatisfactory.  The  common  effect  of  the 
electro-galvanic  action  is  to  produce  during  the  operation  considerable 
pain,  and  subsequently  severe  and  sometimes  very  obstinate  inflammation 
of  all  the  tissues  of  the  eye.  In  the  course  of  this  the  cataract  has  been 
partially  absorbed,  and  the  sight  in  a  measure  improved  ;  but  the  attain- 
ment of  these,  the  most  favorable  of  its  results,  cannot  be  relied  on,  and 
in  some  of  the  cases  the  operation  manifestly  did  harm.  Dr.  Lerche's 
conclusion,  which  is  of  course  drawn  with  some  partiality  for  the  plan,  is, 
"  that  it  is  an  important  remedy  in  some  organic  diseases  of  the  eye,  but 
that  its  application  requires  great  caution,  and  must  be  confined  to  those 
cases  of  cataract  in  which  a  favorable  result  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  for 
from  the  common  modes  of  operation.     Ibid.,  from  Medicinische  Zeitung. 


On  the  Occurrence  of  Urea  in  the  Blood.  By  J.  F.  Simon. — The  au- 
thor has  never  failed  to  find  urea  in  the  blood  of  those  who  have  died' 
with  the  granular  degeneration  of  the  kidneys.  In  the  blood  also  of  a 
woman  who  died  with  all  the  signs  of  cholera,  he  found  a  very  large 
quantity  ;  one  sufficient  for  him  to  obtain  crystals  of  pure  urea  in  very 
long  quadrilateral  prisms  visible  even  to  the   naked   eye.     This  same 
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blood  contuincd  i\  romarkiible  (|u;inliiy  of  Ijilivcrdiuo  and  hilino,  so  thai  its 
taste  was  stron<^ly  bitlcr.  He  has  hiltdy  dclcriniiu'd  thai  healthy  blood 
contains  a  vory  small  (piatitity  of  ur<.'a  ;  from  about  sixteen  pounds  of 
calf's  blood  treated  by  a  len<,nhened,  but  apparently  very  accurate  process, 
he  obtained  distinct  crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea,  but  not  a  trace  of  biliary 
matter. —  Ihid.,  from  MiUlrr's  Archir. 


Medical  Meeting. — At  11  o'clock,  this  morning,  the  Counsellors  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  hold  a  meetin*';'  at  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple. Those  residing  in  the  city,  belonging  to  the  Hoard,  can  hardly  have 
an  excuse  for  not  being  punctually  al  the  room.  A  good  representation 
from  the  country  is  looked  for,  since  the  facilities  for  travelling  in  Massa- 


chusetts are  so  great. 


Medical  Miscellany . — Surgeon  G.  W.  Codwise,  of  the  Navy,  is  ordered 
to  New  Bedford,  Mass. — Martha  Mills  died  at  Newcastle,  Del.,  a  short 
lime  ago,  al  the  age  of  109 — having  had  five  husbands  in  the  course  of 
her  life,  but  no  children. — A  peculiar  disease  is  represented  to  have  at- 
tacked the  dogs  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  The  animals 
bitten,  die,  but  hydrophobia  is  not  produced. — Dr.  Dean  lectured  last 
week  at  Greenfield,  Mass.,  on  Palaeontology,  before  the  Lyceum. — The 
injunction  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  Dr.  Moll's  lectures  is  removed. 
If  a  man  lectures  for  hire,  those  who  pay  for  what  they  hear,  have  as 
much  right  to  publish  it,  as  to  practise  upon  the  precepts  the  lecturer  in- 
culcates.— Dr.  John  Delamater,  L.  Green,  and  J.  R.  Brown,  are  associated 
in  the  organization  of  a  private  medical  school  at  the  village  of  Little 
Falls,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  are  men  of  character  and  scientific 
attainments,  and  therefore  competent  to  sustain  any  enterprise  of  this 
kind. — Dr.  Anson  Jones,  formerly  of  the  United  States,  is  Secretary  of 
Slate  in  Texas. — John  Redman  Coxe,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  has  written 
a  learned  pamphlet  on  the  singular  properties  of  the  agaricus  atramen- 
tarius,  accompanied  with  lithographic  plates. — The  professors  of  medical 
schools  al  the  North  do  not  wear  gowns,  while  lecturing  in  their  respec- 
tive chairs.  The  gentleman  who  would  be  gratified  to  have  them  do  so, 
as  at  the  South,  might  possibly  bring  about  the  fashion  by  sending  each 
one  of  the  learned  faculty  the  article  which  he  thinks  gives  such  external 
dignity  of  appearance. — The  excess  of  females  over  males,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, amounts  to  nearly  half  a  million.  There  are  probably  more  females 
than  males  in  the  United  States.  In  Massachusetts  there  is  an  excess  of 
females  amounting  to  several  thousands. — An  amusing  argument  grew  out 
of  a  proposition  al  Wakefield,  England,  lately,  to  address  the  queen  and 
her  husband,  on  an  auspicious  event.  Dr.  Slatter  thought  there  was  dan- 
ger in  child-birth  ;  but  Dr.  Cabel  Crowther  said  there  was  not.  So  the 
matter  came  nigh  being  decided  by  a  popular  vote  of  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  ;  at  length  the  latter  gentleman  gave  way  to  the  obstinacy  of  senior 
medical  experience. 

Number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  endinir  .Inn.  29,  55. — Mnles,  .38  ;  FemRles,  17.  Stillhorn,  l- 
Consumption,  8— fits,  3— crysipflas,  2— tet'thinij,  1 — lunp  fever,  b— croup,  5— intlammation  of  the 
lun^s,  1— scfirlet  fever,  4— hiirii,  1— chi!(i-l)e(l,  2 — infuntiic,  5 — dropsy  in  the  chest,  1— disease  of  the 
bniin,  1 — tumor,  1 — typhus  lever,  2— canker  rush,  1— drowned,  1— -dropsy  on  th«  brain,  1 — pleurisy, 
2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — old  age,  1. 
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xMASSACHUSETTS  MKUICAL  SOCIETY. 

TtiEKt:  will  be  a  HtHtttl  Mettiiig  of  ilie  I'ouiisiKllors  of  ttjis  nJociety  ut  tht-ir  room,  yinnon'u  Temple 
oil  Wcdueadiiy,  itie  secuiid  day  of  February ,   at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  LiEOlKJE   W.  OTIrt,  JR. 

J.  I'J— im  Htcording  ittcrtlary, 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriber,  Phyaiciau  and  Surgeon  to  tht-  Mnriiie  liod|dtal,  Cbelsea,  v/ill  receive  pupila  and  give 
personal  ia.structioa  in  the  variou.'i  brunches  of  medical  Mcieuce.  lie  will  devote  to  them  kuch  time, 
and  attbrd  them  auch  opporlunitieis  and  titcilitieri  for  i«tudy  and  |(ractice,  a:i  are  e.<>.->entihl  fur  a  thorough 
and  practical  ntedical  educutiou.  The  medical  and  siurijical  practice  of  the  Uo!)|)ital  will  be  coniitantly 
open  to  his  students,  and  clinical  instruction,  on  the  cases  as  they  occur,  will  be  f,'iven.  Abundant  fa- 
cilities for  obtaining  a  correct  know  led<(e  of  materia  medica  and  the  dispensin;;  <rf  meditineii  will  be 
afforded. — For  terms,  and  more  particular  iuforiaalion,  application  can  be  maile  at  the  Ho^pital  or  by 
letter.  GEUKCiE   W.  UTlss,  JU, 

Chelsea,  September,  1841.  Sep. 8 — eojdf. 

"  MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  undersigned  have  united  for  the  purpose  of  receiviin;  students  in  medicine  and  affurding  them  a 
complete  professional  education.     The  tbilowin^  are  some  of  the  advantages  which  are  offered. 

Students  will  be  admitted  to  the  nieilic.il  and  surgical  |)ractice  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, and  to  the  Infirmary  tor  Diseases  ot'  the  l.ungs.  At  the  llosjtital,  br.  iiuwditch  will  deliver  a 
course  of  clinical  lectures;  and  there,  but  mure  particularly  at  the  Infirmary,  the  students  will  be 
practised  in  the  physical  examination  of  pulmoiniry  diseases. 

Occasional  opportunities  will  be  had  for  private  practice  in  midwifery,  surgery,  &;c.,  in  one  of  .the 
largest  dispensaries  of  the  city. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  abundant  supply  of  means  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
and  students  may  teel  assured  nothing  will  be  wanting  in  this  de|)urtment. 

A  meeting  of  the  students  for  the  purpose  of  re|)orting  cases,  and  for  medical  discussion  and  criti- 
cism, will  be  belli  weekly,  under  the  superinteiuleuce  of  one  of  the  instrncters. 

Gentlemen,  previous   to   presenting  themselves  for   their  degrees,   will  be  specially  and  minutely 
examined  in  the  different  branches  with  a  view  to  their  creditable  appearance. 
A  regular  course  of  instructiiui  will  be  given  as  follows. 

On  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  and  Midwifery,  by  .        -         _         -        Dn.  Bowditch. 

Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry,  by        .        -         .        -  -        -     Dh.  Wiley. 

Theory  aiul  Practice  of  Medicine,  by Dr.  Shattick. 

Descriptive  and  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  -         -        Dr.  P.vrkman. 

Rooms  for  study,  fuel,  and  light,  free  of  ex|)ense. 

For  terms,  apply  to  S.  Parkman,  M.D.,   7  West  street. 

H.  I.  liOWDlTCII,  G.  C.  SHATTUCK,  JR. 

O.  13— eoptf  n.  G.  WILEY,  S.  PaRKMAN. 

ABDOxMINAL   SUPPORTERS. 

Dr.  IIaynes's  instrument,  which  is  recommended  by  the  profession  generally,  may  now  be  had  at 
the  Medical  Journal  ollice.  Price,  with  perineal  strap,  only  S4— without,  $3,50.  By  addressing  the 
publisher.   No.  Idl  Washington  street,  physicians  may  be  readily  accommodated.  A.  19 

The  Supporters  may  also  be  obtained  of  the  following  agenis: — In  New  Hampshire,  Drs  J.  A. 
Dana,  N.  Hampton;  A.  Harris,  Colebrook  ;  M.  Parker,  Acworlh  ;  J.  Crosby,  Meredith;  E.  Bartlett, 
Haverhill;  D.  Crosbv,  Hanover ;  F.  P.  Fitch,  Amherst;  J.  Smith,  Dover;  J.  C.  Eastman,  Ham- 
stead;  C.  B.  Hamilton,  Lyme;  Stickuey  <fc  Dexter,  Lancaster ;  J.  B.  Abbott,  Boscawen  ;  N.  Kendall 
«k  Co.,  Nashua.  In  Vermont,  Dr.  L.  Jewett,  St.  Johusbury.  L.  S.  Bartlett,  Lowell, Mass.  J.  Balch 
Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

VERMONT   MEDICAL   COLLEGE   AT    WOODSTOCK. 

The  next  annual  coin-se  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
March  next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by  Henry  II.  Childs,  M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Hon.  Jacob  Coi.i.amer,  A.M. 

General  and  Special  Pathology,  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  Alonzo  Clark,  M.D. 

General,  Special  and  SiirgicalAnatoiny  and  Physiology,  by  Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.D. 

Princii)les  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

Chemistry  ami  Botany,  by  JosEPii  B.Clarke,  M.D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Ormon  L.   Hlntlev,  M.D. 
Fees  for  the  course,  $50.     For  those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures  at  a  regular  in- 
stitution, $10.     Graduation  fee,  $18.     No  matriculation  fee  is  chnr'^ed.    Board,  including  room,  fuel, 
lights,  and  washing,  may  be  obtained  in  good  families  at  from  $1,50  to  $2,50  jier  week. 
^Woodstock,  January  \st,  1842.  Jan.  5.— 3m  NORMAN   WILLIAMS,   Secretary. 

RESPIRATORS. 

The  subscriber,  by  means  of  an  agent  in  London,  has  constantly  on  hnnd  a  number  of  Respirators,  of 
every  quality.  N.  17— cop3in  H.  I.  BOWDITCH,  17  Bedford  st. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday  b-y 
D  CL\PP  JR.,  at  184  Washington  St.,  coiner  of  Franklin  St.,  to  whom  all  c(unmunicalions  must  be 
addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  with  a  i)rinted  cover.  There  are  two 
volumes  each  year.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M,D.,  Editor.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three 
months,  or  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  vear.  Two  copies  to  the  same  address,  lor  $o  00  a  year,  m 
advance.  Orders  fi-om  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance  or  satisfactory  reier- 
ence.     Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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